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Victory Through Faith In The Love Of God
by Zac Poonen

The root cause of all our spiritual problems lies in our not knowing God as a Loving Father and a Sovereign God.One tru
th that has revolutionized my Christian life is the glorious revelation that Jesus gave us that the Father loves us just as H
e loved Him, Jesus prayed to the Father, ".....that the world may know that Thou didst love them, even as thou didst love
me" (Jn.17:23). Jesus prayed here that the world around us might know this truth. But it has to grip our hearts first, befor
e the world can realise it. All Christians believe theoretically in a loving Father in heaven. But the fact that they are often

worried and anxious and so full of insecurity and fear, proves that they don't believe it deep down in their hearts. There a
re very few who would dare to believe that God loves them as much as he loves Jesus! None of us could dare to believe
such a truth if Jesus had not plainly told us that it was so. Once your eyes are opened to this glorious truth, it will change
your whole outlook on life. All murmuring and depression and gloom will vanish from your life altogether. | know this can

happen, for it happened to me.

| lived in bondage to depression for many years and was defeated. That was not God's will for me; but I just couldn't bre

ak free from it. Things have been different for me ever since my eyes were opened to the truth that God loves me just as
He loves Jesus. | now see that everything that comes my way has come from the hand of a loving Father. I've seen that
He cares for me as the apple of His eye; and so no circumstance in life can ever make me grumble or get depressed no
w. | have learnt, as Paul says, the secret of being content and praising God in all my circumstances. "Rejoice in the Lord
always; again | will say, rejoice!........ Not that | speak from want; for | have learned to be content in whatever circumstanc
es | am."(Phil.4:4,11). "In everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus."(1 Thess. 5:18). This is no

w the unshakable foundation of my life: GOD LOVES ME AS MUCH AS HE LOVES JESUS.

It's not because you don't fast and pray sufficiently that you are not entering into the victorious life. Victory comes, not thr
ough self-effort but through faith. "Faith in what?", you may ask. Faith in God's perfect love for you. Many believers live u
nder the condemnation of Satan who keeps telling them, "You are not fasting enough. You are not praying enough. You
are not witnessing enough. You are not studying the Bible enough", etc., etc., They are constantly being whipped up by
such thoughts of self-condemnation into an endless round of activity and into a multitude of dead works. Do you realise t
hat all your self-discipline, fasting, praying, tithing and witnessing are dead works, if they do not originate in love for God
? And they cannot originate in love unless you are secure in God's love first.

Paul's prayer for the Christians at Ephesus was that they might be rooted and grounded in the love of God. ".....that He (
God) would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner
man; so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love......... "(Eph. 3

:16,17). The Ephesian Christians were already converted and baptised in the Spirit. Yet they needed to be strengthened
by the Spirit in the inner man so that they might be rooted and grounded in God's perfect love for them, understanding th
e length, breadth, height and depth of that love. It was only after that, that Paul went on to speak of the gifts by which the
body of Christ can be built up. "To each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift....... and He g
ave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equi
pping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ."(Eph.4:7,11,12). That perfect security i
n the love of God must be underneath us always. We must be rooted and grounded in it, if our ministry is to be effective.
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Precious Jesus, You are the pearl of great price!!
May | love You more than self, more than the
world, more than life!! AMEN
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