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WASHINGTON - President Bush says legalizing gay marriage would redefine the most fundamental institution of civilizat
ion and that a constitutional amendment is needed to protect it.

A few activist judges and local officials have taken it on themselves to change the meaning of marriage, Bush said Satur
day in his weekly radio address.

Leading the chorus of support for an amendment, Bush said, Â“If courts create their own arbitrary definition of marriage 
as a mere legal contract, and cut marriage off from its cultural, religious and natural roots, then the meaning of marriage 
is lost and the institution is weakened.Â”

His remarks follow the opening of Senate debate Friday on a constitutional amendment effectively banning gay marriage
.

Reflecting the election-year sensitivity of the issue, Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., said Republicans are using the constitutio
nal amendment as a bulletin board for campaign sloganeering.
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