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Athanasius - On The Incarnation - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/1/30 13:31
Brothers and Sisters,

I just wanted to pass along a link to this work by Athanasius (c. 293 - 373 A.D.). I just finished reading the first chapter, a
nd it is very rich in spiritual food.

On The Incarnation: http://www.spurgeon.org/~phil/history/ath-inc.htm#ch_1

John Piper's Biography Sermon on Athanasius: http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/Biographies/1532_Contendi
ng_for_Our_All/

With care in Christ,
Taylor

Re: Athanasius - On The Incarnation - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/1/30 13:56
He deals with them as a good teacher with his pupils, coming down to their level and using simple means. St. Paul says 
as much: "Because in the wisdom of God the world in its wisdom knew not God, God thought fit through the simplicity of 
the News proclaimed to save those who believe." Men had turned from the contemplation of God above, and were looki
ng for Him in the opposite direction, down among created things and things of sense. The Savior of us all, the Word of G
od, in His great love took to Himself a body and moved as Man among men, meeting their senses, so to speak, half way
. He became Himself an object for the senses, so that those who were seeking God in sensible things might apprehend t
he Father through the works which He, the Word of God, did in the body. Human and human minded as men were, ther
efore, to whichever side they looked in the sensible world they found themselves taught the truth. Were they awe-stricke
n by creation? They beheld it confessing Christ as Lord. Did their minds tend to regard men as Gods? The uniqueness o
f the Savior's works marked Him, alone of men, as Son of God. Were they drawn to evil spirits? They saw them driven o
ut by the Lord and learned that the Word of God alone was God and that the evil spirits were not gods at all. Were they i
nclined to hero-worship and the cult of the dead? Then the fact that the Savior had risen from the dead showed them ho
w false these other deities were, and that the Word of the Father is the one true Lord, the Lord even of death. For this re
ason was He both born and manifested as Man, for this He died and rose, in order that, eclipsing by His works all other 
human deeds, He might recall men from all the paths of error to know the Father. As He says Himself, "I came to seek a
nd to save that which was lost."

-- Athanasius -- On The Incarnation -- Chapter 3

Re: Athanasius - On The Incarnation  - posted by crsschk (), on: 2009/1/30 16:16
Hi Taylor,

Great things here. A couple of older, related threads:

 (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id7312&forum13) Greetings from St. Athanasius An
glican Church

 (https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id351&forum36&start0&viewmodeflat&order0) Qua
drinity?
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