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General Topics :: Blaming our poor showing on unfavorable circumstances
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Accepting Personal Responsibility - A.W. Tozer

It matters little how twisted a man's life may be, there is hope for him if he will but establish a right attitude toward God a
nd refuse to admit any other element into his spiritual thinking. God and I; here is the beginning and the end of personal
religion. Faith refuses to acknowledge that there is or ever can be a third party to this holy relation.

Attitude is all-important. Let the soul take a quiet attitude of faith and love toward God, and from there on the responsibili
ty is God's. He will make good on His commitments. There is not on earth a lonely spot where a Christian cannot live an
d be spiritually victorious if God sends him there. He carries his own climate with him or has it supplied supernaturally w
hen he arrives. Since he is not dependent for his spiritual health upon local moral standards or current religious beliefs,
he lives through a thousand earthly changes, unaffected by any of them. He has a private supply from above and is in re
ality a little world within a world and very much of a wonder to the rest of creation.

Because this is true, we can easily see why we should never blame our spiritual failures on others. The habit of seeking
weak consolation by blaming our poor showing on unfavorable circumstances is a damaging evil and should not for one
moment be tolerated. To live a lifetime believing that our inner weakness was the result of an external situation and then
find at the last that we ourselves were to blame--that is too painful to be contemplated.
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