Miracles that follow the plow :: living situation

living situation - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/9 11:38
please pray over me, i was tricked (part by trickery, part by my own naivety) into a living situation that is very hard to bea
r.
i am constantly barraged by violence and adultery under my roof by my roommate and her boyfriend. it is very hard to b
e here, i am always exhausted from it and in constant despair over it, and yet God is keeping me here. i've been trying t
o fill my spot in this apartment since mid-january. this is taking an awful toll on my heart, and the oppression in our apart
ment is nearly crushing me.
please pray for me that God will grant me strength in Him and to fight for His glory. please pray that, if it would please th
e Lord, He would grant me to be removed from the place. but if not, that He would give me strength to glorify and love H
im in my apartment. i have shared the truth with my roommates (both claim to be Christians) and the one seems to hate
me now, which is ok. but i need strength.
please also pray for the salvation of the two roommates, the boyfriend, and the baby coming.
please. i desperately, desperately need your prayers in this.
know that i pray for all of you on my face continually.
love you all so much.
holly
Re: living situation - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/9 18:42
God forgive me for being so whiny and self-centered...i am needy and desperate for only You. plase have mercy, Lord.
thank you for your prayers, dear ones.
Re: - posted by KathleenP (), on: 2009/3/9 20:16
Dear Holly,
What I pray for you Sister, is a wonderful dose of peace from the Lord. I have been looking throught the Book of Psalms
and it is filled with scriptures of pleading for the Lord's help and His deliverance that follows. I pray that the Lord will deliv
er you from anxiousness and fearfulness.
I'm not sure how long you have been saved, but know that once we become serious about serving Him, we become very
aware of a spritual battle taking place and our need to be grounded in His word.
Psalm 46:10 says to be still and know that He is God. It's that simple. He is very aware of your situation and He will strai
ghten things out but all things require time and patience. Ask the Lord to begin to guide you step by step in whatever dir
ection He desires you to go. Your situation will not cause you to lose your salvation, it will give the Lord an opportunity to
show you what He can do in your life.
Unless your life is being threatened, take a deep breath and relax a bit. The Word tells us to be careful for nothing; but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. Philippians 4:6
He knows this situation vexes you, but be kind to these roommates and the Lord will make you an example. I will pray to
night that you will begin to be freed from fear and that you will realize that God is fully in charge and will set things in ord
er. He will honor your desire to know Him and protect you.
I believe that the Lord wants your trust in Him to be built up Holly and if you'll lay this situation at His feet, He will carry th
is tremendous burden for you.
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Keep us posted and sleep well tonight.
Kathleen
Re: - posted by MaryJane, on: 2009/3/9 21:54
Greetings Holly
I will be praying for you to have strength in the Lord.
God Bless
MJ
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/10 9:14
thank you guys so much, you have spoken truth to me. i'm just a baby Christian, and have so very much to learn. oh, th
ank you for your faithfulness to Him to speak truth to me, thank you truly. be blessed...thank you for your prayers, He di
d comfort me so much.

Re: - posted by Vakugal, on: 2009/3/10 9:38
We do take care of our babies more than our adult children.
Our eyes are always on them. to come to their aid.
TO comfort them when they fall and help them while they walk.
How much our heavenly Father, who even guards our very thoughts.
Only believe. God will give you Grace.
1Co 10:13 No temptation has taken you but what is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be te
mpted above what you are able, but with the temptation also will make a way to escape, so that you may be able to bear
it.
Psa 139:1
Psa 139:2
Psa 139:3
Psa 139:4
Psa 139:5
Psa 139:6

O Jehovah, You have searched me and have known me.
You know my sitting down and my rising up; You understand my thought afar off.
You search my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.
For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Jehovah, You know it altogether.
You have closed me in behind and in front, and laid Your hand on me.
Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot go up to it.

Re: living situation - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2009/3/15 2:07
growingholly,
I am wondering if perchance it would not be in your best interests to remove yourself physically from this situation? By st
aying there are you not abetting the situation and therefore endangering your own spiritual survival?
Something to consider...seems to me the LORD would have you leave Sodom...is this not what you feel in your spirit tha
t the LORD would have you do? At the moment your own spiritual welfare is of utmost importance.
Blessings to you,
ginnyrose
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/16 12:26
ginnyrose, thank you for this...i am most definitely in complete agreement with you, and i have been trying since january
(advertising on craigslist and a church website here) to get someone to move in so i can move out. many have come an
d seen it, but no one will commit to moving in. i think that is a huge part of the frustration, feeling sure that i shouldn't be
there...but God has not let me out. very hard to take.
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Re: - posted by HeartSong, on: 2009/3/16 12:36
Quote:
-------------------------. . . feeling sure that i shouldn't be there...but God has not let me out . . .
-------------------------

Whenever I have felt like this it is because there has been something yet to learn in the situation. Ask the Lord to show y
ou what you are missing in the lesson.
Thank you for posting this, as I needed to be reminded of this myself.
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/16 12:43
i need to learn to not try to love in my own strength. i just can't do it right. only God can do this through me, and i believ
e that is what i need to learn. i just began to see this over the weekend. i don't want to hurt people, but i always do just t
rying to help them. my trying only has served to mangle relationships. i am determined to obey God and not go about t
his on my own anymore. my heart is broken because i've hurt people trying to love them. and worst of all, this means th
at the name if the Lord is blasphemed among the gentiles because of me. pray for His mercy on me.
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/29 9:20
well, here is an update, albeit a sad one. i haven't wanted to post this, but here it is. i have much to confess, and much
to plead for. may the Lord have mercy.
i have had to learn much, at the expense of this sweet girl (and many before her, but this is the one where i think i have f
inally begun to actually learn, not just regret only). she really is a sweet girl. i pushed and pushed her to repent (she pro
fesses Christ), and she recently told me i'm the most judgemental person she's ever met, wants nothing to do with me, a
nd is now refusing to speak to me at all. i have emailed and texted apologies, telling her how sorry i am, confessing my
sins in it all. she will not acknowledge them. i have spent two weeks in misery as far as things with her, because i hurt h
er trying to love in my own strength. i cried in my soul for a week solid, i had trouble functioning at work, had physical thi
ngs going on, etc.
see, it's a combination of obedience to tell her the truth and defiance in using my own strength to do so. it's a blend of m
e loving her and me resenting her. there is such a mix of godliness and human frailty and rebellion in me. there was a ri
ght anger in seeing the Lord's name dragged through the mud, but there was also a selfish anger that i was being hurt b
y their sin. self-pity was big in this. i have been confronted with a lot of my sin in all this, and i'm so grateful even though
it hurts so badly. i'm sad i hurt her. (granted, her sin is still her sin and she needs very much to repent before God.) i sh
ared the truth with her a couple times and should have just asked God to help me love her, but instead i started pushing
her to repent, and eventually became resentful and embittered towards her, getting mad every time the boyfriend came
over, staying out as long as i could in town and engaging in eating dinner out just to kill time (gluttony) so i wouldn't have
to go to the apartment because i knew he'd be there. instead of having mercy on the deceived, i was just mad at her. w
henever i saw his car outside i would roll my eyes and get mad. even though i spoke with kindness to her, i was not lovi
ng her on my inside. i was thinking of myself a lot, not pursuing longsuffering.
this is terrible news. so now she hates me, and has said how she is sick of Christians who are supposed tt be loving wh
o are judging her.
now, there is a reality that a big part of what she feels is the truth exposing her sin. yes. she has verbally stated her refu
sal to repent. she is undoubtedly angry because she knows she is wrong and hates to be confronted with the Light of C
hrist. yes. but: this does not excuse my sin.
oh, the Lord is good to clean us. recently He has shown me these things, and i have repented before Him, confessed so
me things to some brethren, and i believe i can now wash my hands of the roommate situation. i ahve apologized so mu
ch, confessed everything i can to her (as far as i know), and told her how much i do love her, and i am at peace in the la
st few days, oddly enough. i beieve i ahve done all i can. even through my spologies, He taught me to wait upon Him; i
was led to wait a whole week after my initial apology to write an email, which was agonizing, and then another week to s
end texts. the grace of the Lord is mighty.
i ask you, please pray for her salvation, and the other roommate's salvation, and the boyfriend's salvation, and the baby
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on the way's salvation.
i ask you to pray for God to get me out of here.
i ask you to pray that God would show me if there is anything else than i need to do or repent of in this.
and i thank you all for your prayers!!!! God has been so merciful to show me many truths that needed to come out and c
leanse me! i have peace today, by His unfathomable grace. i don't understand how, but i am thankful.
oh, God, thank You for Your discipline. thank You for Your learning. thank You for all the gracious people in my life, wh
o, though i have hurt them by loving in my own strength, have still by Your tremendous grace stuck by me and are still lo
ving me. please help me to serve them in Your strength. please let me sit and wait quietly and patiently by Your side.
please, please don't stop teaching me, Lord.
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/30 19:58
saints, i need your prayers. i believe i have a praise of God's mercy upon me, and i desire to embrace and love His will
either way. please pray He makes and keeps me true to Him, and true to all this situation has taught me.
i had posted the room again a few days ago, and a girl had emailed. she was 20 and a student, so i was skeptical but g
ave her a chance. i met with her tonight, and, assuming that angela (the roommate that is still talking to me) likes her, s
he'll move in on wednesday. she is a really nice girl, and this will benefit her a lot too, because the room is cheap and in
a safe neighborhood, etc. plus, this girl works right in the neighborhood and so it is very convenient for her. she loves th
e room, loves the nieghborhood, and is very excited. the landlord ok'ed it and the last step is for angela to approve. see
ms like she will, after talking with her tonight. seems as though the Lord is delivering me from this...
praise the Lord for His kindess. this situation has wearied me and grown me in tremendous ways. may i never forget th
e lessons i learned here, and may His good grace keep me daily living out His love that taught me so much. i will undou
btedly learn yet more about this as time goes on.
oh, saints, please pray that God will in fact free me. please thank Him for it if He does. please pray and thank God for t
his painful lesson and painful time, that He would refine me through it. please pray that God would show me where i was
obedient, that i might know what good to do again if given the opportunity. i think i do know, but i want to be sure.
praise God in general that He is worthy of all praise.
Re: - posted by HeartSong, on: 2009/3/30 20:50
Quote:
-------------------------He is worthy of all praise.
-------------------------

Amen. I will be praying Holly.
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/3/31 23:38
praise Him for His tremendous klindness. not only has He taught me in all this, and now freed me from all this, but He is
also providing for my needs in housing. the girl is moving in tomorrow, and so i started to battle worry...what a vile thing!
, because i do not have anything officially lined up for a place to stay. i had earlier sent out some prayer requests for thi
s via email. after a time of wrestling and prayer, and by HIS good grace, surrender and trust in Him to provide...i went to
go into my email to email a sister to see if could crash at her place perhaps. in my inbox was a letter from a brother who
said he knows a married couple that will most likely let me stay in their house free for april!!!
wow!!!
thank God for His kindness and mercy and thank you for your prayers over me. much glory to God in all this!
oh, may HIS great name be praised!!!! wow. what love.
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Re: - posted by Lordoitagain (), on: 2009/4/1 1:07
Holly,
I am SO GLAD that things are working out for you! God will always be with us in the wilderness, and also He will be
there to part the Jordan river for us when it is time to go into another frontier with Him.
In reading your post, I hoped that you are truly learning the lessons that God is wanting you to . . . and that you are not
accepting any false guilt from the accuser of the brethren.
I am trying to be careful in what I am writing. I DON'T KNOW YOUR HEART, only God does, and if you have truly
sinned in some of your actions and attitudes toward your roommate, it was only appropriate that you apologize. I just
hope that HER REACTION was not what you based your guilt on.
The apostle who expounded the most on love, John said:
1 John 3:11 Â Â¶For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we should love one another.
12 Â Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother's righteous.
13 Â Marvel not, my brethren, if the world hate you.

In John's epistle, he quoted Jesus as saying:
John 15:18 Â Â¶If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you.
19 Â If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.
20 Â Remember the word that I said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me, they
will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
21 Â But all these things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because they know not him that sent me.
22 Â If I had not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloke for their sin.

When you spoke the truth to her, you ripped off her cloke of self-justification; therefore, she developed a hate for you:
Quote:
------------------------- she recently told me i'm the most judgemental person she's ever met, wants nothing to do with me, and is now refusing to speak to
me at all. i have emailed and texted apologies, telling her how sorry i am, confessing my sins in it all. she will not acknowledge them.
-------------------------

You are not being judgemental because your are declaring the truth to her, and urging her to repent. THE BIBLE HAS A
LREADY JUDGED her sin. You are just the messenger.
I had a boss who at times had to bring us "bad news" from the corporate office. One of his favorite lines was "don't shoo
t the messenger".
If you are delivering such messages as this to her:
1 Corinthians 6:9 Â Â¶Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither f
ornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
10 Â Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.
11 Â And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord J
esus, and by the Spirit of our God.
you are doing her the greatest favor that she could ever know. IF SHE DOESN'T REPENT, and she dies in her sins, sh
e will wish that you had been even more urgent with her. When her soul is whencing, and she is screaming out in the pa
in and torment of hell, she will wish a trillion times that had listened to your urging her to repent . . . but it will be too late.
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Quote:
------------------------- instead of having mercy on the deceived, i was just mad at her. whenever i saw his car outside i would roll my eyes and get mad. e
ven though i spoke with kindness to her, i was not loving her on my inside. i was thinking of myself a lot, not pursuing longsuffering.
-------------------------

Holly, Jesus was often angry with religious people who were not living right. Along with that anger were tears for their st
ubborness. When you think about where your friend will spend eternity, you will naturally be angry because of her stubb
orn blindness, but you should also be sad because of the fact that Jesus died for her, yet for her, his suffering will be a w
aste if she doesn't repent.
God bless you! he will lead you and help you!
-Brother Michael
Re: - posted by Lordoitagain (), on: 2009/4/1 1:30
I found some really neat powerpoint Bible study presentations that made me think of your dilemma.
You can download them frome these places:
www.angelfire.com/ga4/crosswinds/Cave.ppt
www.angelfire.com/ga4/crosswinds/Cave2.ppt
www.angelfire.com/ga4/crosswinds/Cave3.ppt

It is a three part study. If you don't have powerpoint, you can download a viewer from here:
http://www.microsoft.com/downloads/details.aspx?FamilyID=048DC840-14E1-467D-8DCA-19D2A8FD7485&displaylang
=en
Every time that a Christian is in a "hopeless situation", it is always for a divine purpose that God is working.
Even though you are leaving one bad situation, you still don't know how many other "caves" you'll have to live in, and es
cape from, but GOD WILL BE WITH YOU in each one. Sometimes it is even difficult living with other good brothers and
sisters in the Lord. The enemy will always be trying to put up hinderances, but greater is He that is in you than he that is
in the world!!!

Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/4/1 12:29
thank you so mcuh for your words. there is so much that i don't know about this situation. it's all so blurry, so blended of
my right actions and wrong ones. i just know i shared the truth, which was absolutley right, praise God for His grace to gi
ve me courage. but then i got angry when they didn't change. i was steeped in poor-me-i'm-stuck-in-this, and self-pity is
not of God. i recall joseph and all that he got tricked into and taunted with, and where was his self-pity? it wasn't. he ac
cepted the Lord's testing and allowing that stuff to bring him closer to God. and God used this to do the same for me. s
o now i have learned so much and i have knowledge to be able to share with the brethren for everyone's good. some sc
ars, too, and that's ok. wisdom accompanies scars. :)
they are supposed to hate us, and i ahve experienced that many times before. for some reason, it was just different this t
ime around. not sure why.
praise God for His mercy, and i hope He continues to grant it to me, this weak but hopeful vessel.
thank you all so much for your prayers, encouragement, and admonitions. oh, how i cherish you.
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Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/4/3 11:54
update: ok, so the place didn't work out, but i'm so grateful; God directed me to a wonderful youth hostel here in the city,
for which i'm so grateful! there is a really sweet girl from austria in my room, and over the weekend i'll take her around t
he city. so please pray God wil speak through this wretch and use me to give her His truth. her name is tanja.
what a wonderful time it has been there these last couple days. i'm so grateful God has granted me to be free from the
apartment, a huge weight is lifted off my heart. but i'm grateful He kept me there in a very painful place, because much
growth and revelation came out of that. i ask that you keep on praying for the salvation of all involved there. but it's won
derful to be freed, and i've slept better in the last two nights than in months. thank you all for your prayers. i thank God f
or His incredible kindness in letting me have a hard place to grow much, and to free me from it so as not to completely d
estroy me.
please also pray He would direct my steps in the coming weeks. i don't know where He would have me live, if i should s
tay in new york or move, (i have wonderful Biblical, godly fellowship in boston) and also where to live for this period, as t
he hostel allows guests only for a two-week maximum.
thank you so much.
love you all.
:)
h
Re: - posted by growingholly, on: 2009/4/10 22:44
God is so kind!!! He has supplied a place to sublet through june! yaaaaay!! praise Him for His kindness...
thank you for your prayers.
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