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The Resurrection of Jesus Christ - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2009/4/12 9:51
Central to the claim of the gospel is the belief that Jesus Christ has risen from the dead. Without this event, our faith is w
orthless. It's such an amazing fact in the history of the world: a dead man came back to life, and lives forever more. Yet f
or many today, on Easter Sunday, more thought will be given to egg hunts on Church lawns than this most wonderful ne
ws. While there is certainly nothing wrong in and of itself in participating in Easter Egg hunts, I think such is often sympto
matic of the numbness we have towards the heart of the gospel message itself.

Indeed, the "good news" of Jesus Christ is that though the King of kings was crucified and murdered at the hands of His 
own people, that this dead man literally and physically came back to life. It is the message that the prophesied kingdom 
of God which He established through His ministry did not disappear with His death, but was victoriously established by H
is resurrection, and continues on to this very day. Indeed, His resurrection demonstrates that because He lives, we will a
lso. Thus, though we suffer death one day, the power of His kingdom will triumph even over death, putting an end even t
o it, by means of our literal and physical resurrection one day.

The heart of the gospel message is the resurrection of Jesus Christ. Yet so often, we neglect this fact, and preach a crip
pled gospel as a result of it. For many, the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is a mere doctrine that is stapled o
n to the end of a sinners prayer. It is merely part of a magical formula that one is prompted to recite so as to secure their
salvation. Yet, unless an individual realizes that this is the heart claim of the gospel message itself, and absolutely uneq
uivocally the central message they are to believe so as to be saved, then indeed, a person cannot be saved.

For Romans 10 teaches us that salvation comes through confessing that Jesus is Lord, and believing in your heart that 
God raised Him from the dead. Yet we waste so much energy going around trying to convince men that they are sinners
in the hands of an angry God, or the other extreme, that God loves them and has a wonderful plan for their life. Indeed, 
both these doctrines are true, and firmly taught in Scripture as being part of the gospel message. But they are not the es
sence of the gospel message, and have made false prophets out of us all. Indeed, if you were to closely examine the bo
ok of Acts, and the messages that the apostles preached, you will find that though those these elements were present in
their preaching, the thing that made the gospel message unique was their persistent claim that they were eyewitnesses t
o a dead man who came back to life by the name of Jesus.

Such is the message, that turned the world upside down. The question is, has it turned your world upside down? Has it t
ruly sunk into your head? Have you truly had a revelation of it? We as Christians claim to have Jesus living inside of us. 
And we think about it in very mystical ghostly terms, as if Jesus were some mere force in the cosmos, or some deep inn
er strength rooted in our humanity. But the Scriptures think about this much more concretely than we often do. Our mind
s are far too "spiritual." Have we failed to realize that the inward spiritual experience we have as born again believers is r
eflective of an actual physical and historical reality? A dead man lives!!!

My life is different today because this dead man named Jesus came back to life after three days. Indeed, to believe such
a radical claim must challenge, change, and transform one. To be unchallenged, unchanged, and be just the same as yo
u were yesterday is only proof that you have not truly believed this message. You mentally agree with the claim, and don
't disagree with it as you are in some sense a "Christian."

But has this claim revolutionized your life? How is it that you continue on in the same old sins day after day if you believe
this very thing? Why are you not transformed? Why do you not abound with zeal for the Lord? Why is it that you lack joy
? Why is it that you lack peace? Why is it that you lack love? If you truly believe Jesus is alive forever more, this claim sh
ould touch every aspect of your life.

A dead man lives. Such news is merely old to many, and fails to grab the attention of the masses. But for those who trul
y believe it, then they realize that though today is yet another day, it is yet another day that Jesus Christ is still alive. Suc
h news is just as good, just as sweet, and just as fresh as when it was first proclaimed 2,000 years ago today.
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Re: The Resurrection of Jesus Christ, on: 2009/4/12 11:00
Thank you for Preaching The "Gospel" Today!

G2098
&#949;&#965;&#945;&#947;&#947;&#949;&#769;&#955;&#953;&#959;&#957;
euaggelion
Thayer Definition:

1) a reward for good tidings

2) good tidings

2a) the "glad tidings" of the kingdom of God soon to be set up, and subsequently also of Jesus the Messiah, the founder
of this kingdom. After the death of Christ, the term comprises also the preaching of (concerning) Jesus Christ as having 
suffered death on the cross to procure eternal salvation for the men in the kingdom of God, but as restored to life and ex
alted to the right hand of God in heaven, thence to return in majesty to consummate the kingdom of God

2b) the glad tidings of salvation through Christ

2c) the proclamation of the grace of God manifest and pledged in Christ

2d) the gospel

2e) as the messianic rank of Jesus was proved by his words, his deeds, and his death, the narrative of the sayings, dee
ds, and death of Jesus Christ came to be called "the gospel" 
or "glad tidings." 
 Same root word as found in Luke 1:19.

1Ti 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, 
seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory. 

Re:  - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2009/4/14 22:39
If you ever get the chance, I'd highly encourage you to closely study the book of Acts, and all the sermons that are preac
hed in it.  Study the "keyrgma" (preaching) of the apostles, and you'll see how different their evangelistic messages were
from our own today. 

As great and well meaning as many evangelism programs and methods have been over the years, I have yet to ever fin
d a single one that placed it's emphasis on the resurrection of Jesus Christ as being the heart of the gospel message.  It'
s always a footnote.  Yet, the resurrection of Christ was always the climax of the gospel message in the book of Acts.  In
deed, it was for the resurrection that Paul said he was bound in chains.  It was not for telling everybody they were hell de
serving sinners that got him in trouble with the Jews or the Greeks.... though he did tell them that.  It was ALWAYS the r
esurrection.  

It is my earnest contention that we are in desperate need of a revival of resurrection theology and living in the church tod
ay.
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