Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

He who eats the grapes of Sodom - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/24 0:21
He who eats the grapes of Sodom
(Charles Spurgeon)
"As long as he is a Nazirite, he must not eat anything that comes from the grapevine, not even the seeds or skins." Num
bers 6:4
Nazirites had taken, among other vows, one which debarred them from the use of wine. In order that they might not viola
te the obligation, they were forbidden to drink the unfermented juice of grapes, nor even to eat either fresh or dried grap
es. They were, in fact, to avoid even the appearance of evil.
Surely this is a lesson to the Lord's separated ones, teaching them to come away from sin in every form; to avoid not me
rely its grosser shapesÂ—but even the appearance of evil. Strict walking is much despised in these daysÂ—but rest ass
ured, dear reader, it is both the safest and the happiest course. He who yields a point or two to the worldÂ—is in fearful
peril. He who eats the grapes of SodomÂ—will soon drink the wine of Gomorrah!
A little crevice in a large dyke may soon break openÂ—so that a whole town is drowned. Worldly conformity, in any degr
ee, is a snare to the soul, and makes it more and more liable to presumptuous sins.
Doubtful thingsÂ—we need not doubt about; they are wrong to us!
Tempting thingsÂ—we must not dally withÂ—but flee from them with haste!
Careful walking may involve much self-denialÂ—but it has pleasures of its own which are more than a sufficient recomp
ense!

Re: He who eats the grapes of Sodom - posted by MJones (), on: 2009/4/24 7:51
Quote:
------------------------loveyouall wrote:
He who eats the grapes of Sodom
(Charles Spurgeon)
Strict walking is much despised in these daysÂ—but rest assured, dear reader, it is both the safest and the happiest course. He who yields a point or t
wo to the worldÂ—is in fearful peril. He who eats the grapes of SodomÂ—will soon drink the wine of Gomorrah!

-------------------------

Sobering thought. All satan needs is the slightest toehold. There is much today to press us into compromise, and yet o
ur focus should not be primarilly on not compromising.
For years I think I focussed on the wrong order. The Bible says 'Resist satan and he will flee'. That is followed by 'Draw
near to God and He will draw near to you'. I think I thought the path to drawing near to God was first that I resist satan.
It is not possible to resist him enough to then, as a result, be close to God. The order is to draw close to God first - the r
esult of that is a better ability to resist.
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Very good post.
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/24 11:23
The Breaker!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"The Breaker has gone up before them. He will bring you through the gates of your cities of captivity, back to your own la
nd. Your King will lead you; the Lord Himself will guide you!" Micah 2:13
Inasmuch as Jesus has gone before us, things do not remain as they would have been, had He never passed that way.
He has conquered every foe which has obstructed the way. Cheer up O faint-hearted warrior. Not only has Christ travele
d the road--but He has slain your enemies upon life's road!
Do you dread sin? He has nailed it to His cross!
Do you fear death? He has been the death of death!
Are you afraid of hell? He has barred the gates of hell from being entered by any of His children; they shall never see th
e gulf of perdition!
Whatever foes may be before the Christian--they are all overcome!

There are lions--but their teeth are broken!

There are serpents--but their fangs are extracted!

There are rivers--but they are bridged or fordable!

There are flames--but we wear that matchless garment which renders us invulnerable to fire!
The Breaker, Christ--has taken away all the power that anything can have to hurt us. Well then, you may go safely and j
oyously along your journey, for all your enemies are conquered beforehand! What shall you do--but march on to take the
prey? They are beaten, they are vanquished; all you have to do is to divide the spoil. You shall, it is true, often engage in
combat; but your fight shall be with a vanquished foe! His head is broken! He may attempt to injure you--but his strength
shall not be sufficient for his malicious design. Your victory shall be sure--and your treasure shall be beyond all count!
"Proclaim aloud the Savior's fame,
Who bears the Breaker's wondrous name;
Sweet name; and it befits Him well,
Who breaks down earth, sin, death, and hell!"

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/24 21:23
Communion with Jesus
(John Fawcett, "Christ Precious")
"Yes, He is very precious to you who believe!"
1 Peter 2:7
Christ is precious to those who believe. They desire to have more and more daily acquaintance with Him, and to grow in

Page 2/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

the sweet and powerful experience of communion with Him. Let us suppose the true Christian, in his retired moments, a
ddressing God in such manner as the following:
'You O God are unchangeable in Your nature, glorious in Your essence, wonderful in Your perfections, wise in Your cou
nsels, and holy in all Your works. It is my greatest good and highest happinessÂ—to enjoy Your favor, and to behold Yo
ur glory. Permit me to say, with Your servant Moses, I beseech You, show me Your glory! Show me the glory of Your wi
sdom, Your holiness, Your power, Your grace, and Your mercy in Christ Jesus. This will give me a distaste for the gaudy
vanities of the present world. I shall then look with indifference on all that, after which the covetous are eagerly panting. I
shall then pity the ambitious, in their restless solicitude to make themselves great, and to obtain the veneration of their fe
llow worms. Your Divine beauty and infinite loveliness, as displayed in the glorious Mediator, will captivate my desires, in
flame my love, and excite my joy and delight!
"A more intimate view of Your holiness will embitter every sin, and lead me, in deepest humiliation, to abhor myself, and
repent as in dust and ashes. Give me such a sense of Your majestyÂ—as may dispose my heart to reverence You supr
emely. Afford me such discoveries of Your omnipotence, Your love, and Your goodnessÂ—as may support my fainting h
eart under the toils of this warfare, and all the afflictions attending this state of mortality. Let the impressions which Your
adorable perfections make upon me, be deep and powerful, so as to transform my soul into Your own amiable and holy l
ikeness. Thus by beholding Your gloryÂ—may I be changed into Your image.
"It is habitual, and not transient communion with Jesus, the Lord of glory, which alone will satisfy my desires, and produc
e those happy effects which I seekÂ—of nearer conformity to Him in knowledge, righteousness and true holiness. Com
munion with Christ will tend toÂ—refine my understanding, rectify my soul, and purify my heart! Grant me, O Author of al
l good, by frequent converse with You, to have my affections spiritualized, that I may look with indifference on all other o
bjects, and have my mind set on things aboveÂ—not on earthly things. In fellowship with You, I shall find a source of deli
ghts, infinitely superior to anything that this world can afford. For Your loving-kindness is better than life itself. You are th
e inexhaustible treasury of blessedness. O Lord God Almighty, blessed is the man who trusts in You!"

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/24 23:41
To Pass the Test - Teacher
Rev. Loren Miller
Why Does God Test Us?
James 1:12
12 Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord ha
th promised to them that love him.
James 1:12
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life t
hat God has promised to those who love him.
(NIV)
1 Cor 10:13
13 There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be t
empted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
No one likes Tests, First of all its because Tests means acceptance or rejection, Pass of fail, promotion, or stagnation. A
t stake is nothing less than our future, even our self worth.
When I was in school one of my favorite classes was P.E. It was NOT test time! I Hated Test time,
One of the biggest questions that I have heard is thisÂ… Why does God Test us?
1. A Test Prepares us for future achievement
2. A Test Proves us worthy of a crown
3. Testing Refines of impurities
Prov 17:3
3 The fining pot is for silver, and the furnace for gold: but the LORD trieth the hearts.
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So we can see here That the lord does test and try us, The question is this, How many can honestly say, I HAVE PASS
ED THE TEST
Paul talking inÂ…
2 Tim 4:7-8
7 I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.
We can all have the same crown that paul was talking about, but it donÂ’t come unless we pass the test.
Deut 8:16
16 Who fed thee in the wilderness with manna, which thy fathers knew not, that he might humble thee, and that he might
prove thee, to do thee good at thy latter end;

Deut 8:16
16 He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test you so that i
n the end it might go well with you.
(NIV)
God always pursues our highest good and our greatest blessing. God loves us enough to allow beneficial pain.
God knows that tests hurt, but in love he allows them for our good, at His own personal cost!
Isa 63:9
In all their distress He too was distressed Â…

1. A Test Prepares Us For Future Achievement
By passing tests we learn that God indeed answers prayer, that His promises stand truly reliable, that he is absolutely fai
thful. Until we place everything on the line and see God come through, Its only theory. But proven faith increases, prepar
ing us for future service on a larger scale.
In secondary school, they donÂ’t start you out with colloge exams. You have to pass the tests that are given then you w
ork your way up to college exams.
1 Sam 17:34-37
34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb ou
t of the flock:
35 And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught hi
m by his beard, and smote him, and slew him.
36 Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath
defied the armies of the living God.
37 David said moreover, The LORD that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw of the bear, he will d
eliver me out of the hand of this Philistine. And Saul said unto David, Go, and the LORD be with thee.
It took the lion and the bear to prepare David for Goliath.
For believers every test is prep school.
2. A Test Proves Us Worthy Of A Crown
Worth must be proven. A Test signifies that God intends to crown us.
James 1:12
12 Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life t
hat God has promised to those who love him.
(NIV)
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3. Testing Refines Us Of Impurities
Isa 48:10
10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.
Isa 48:10
10 See, I have refined you, though not as silver; I have tested you in the furnace of affliction.
(NIV)
Testing does more than examine; it purifies.
The more valuable the article, the less we tolerate impurities. In dirt we expect to have worms, fungus, ants, maggots an
d bacteria. In God and Silver on the other hand we demand purity.
The metal smiths of biblical times refined gold and silver in furnaces drafted be air bellows. After it melted, the dross (or
Junk) would float to the top and be skimmed off or blown away.
The purpose of tests or trials is not pain, but progress, not punishment but purity.
So why does God test us? Because in love he seeks our true prosperity.
Just as students benefit by knowing whether an exam will be essay or multiple choice, so do we by knowing types of spir
itual tests.
James 1:12
Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that
God has promised to those who love him.
(NIV)
Why Tests, Why Trials???

1 Peter 5:6-8
6 Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:
7 Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devou
r:
If we are not ready we will not be able to withstand the adversary.
Tests will make us ready!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/25 11:53
Surely something must be amiss with the scales!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"You are to have honest balances, honest weights, an honest dry measure, and an honest liquid measure; I am the Lord
your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt." Leviticus 19:36
Weights, and scales, and measuresÂ—were to be all according to the standard of justice.
Surely no Christian will need to be reminded of this in his business, for if justice were banished from all the world beside
Â—it should find a shelter in true Christian hearts!
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There are, however, other scales and balances which weigh moral and spiritual thingsÂ—and these often need examini
ng. We will call in the Judge right now.
Those scales in which we weigh our own and other men's charactersÂ—are they quite accurate? Do we not turn our ow
n ounces of goodnessÂ—into pounds; and other people's pounds of excellenceÂ—into ounces? See to just weights and
measures here, Christian!
Those scales in which we measure our trials and troublesÂ—are they according to standard? Paul, who had far more to
suffer than we haveÂ—called his afflictions light. Yet we often consider our afflictions to be heavy! Surely something mu
st be amiss with the scales! We must see to this matter, lest we get reported to the court above, for unjust dealing!
Those scales with which we measure our beliefsÂ—are they quite fair? The precepts and doctrines should have the sam
e weight with us as the promisesÂ—no more and no less! With many, one scale or the other is unfairly weighted. It is a g
rand matter to give just measure in God's truths. Christian, be careful here!
Those scales in which we estimate our obligations and responsibilities look rather small. When a rich man gives no more
to the cause of God, than the poor contributeÂ—is that an honest weight, an honest measure, a just balance?
Reader, we might lengthen the listÂ—but we prefer to leave it as your day's workÂ—to find out and destroy all unjust sc
ales, balances, weights, and measures!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/25 22:13
Sayings of William Tiptaft

Let worldly minds the world pursue,
It has no charms for me;
Once I admired its trifles too,
But grace has set me free!

"I have no stone to cast at the vilest of the vile. It is all of grace that I am made to differ!"
"If rich people only knew when they died--how their relations would scramble for their money, the worms for their bodies,
and the devils for their souls--they would not be so anxious to save money!"
"If you were to go about telling people that you had an inheritance worth a million worlds, and yet were out of temper for
a trifle--they would not believe you."
"We come into the world crying, we go through it complaining, and go out of it groaning!"
"Deliver us from everything that may entangle our affections and harden our hearts."
"Grant that we may hold the world with a loose hand."
"If I love money more than Christ, woe is me!"
"Grant that we may not sin cheaply."
"Make us more dead to the world, and separate in spirit from it."
"O Lord, keep our hearts, keep our eyes, keep our feet, and keep our tongues."
"Look upon those who mourn in Zion--put their tears into your bottle--listen to their sighs and groans."

Page 6/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

"Grant Lord that we may be made right in doctrine, right in experience, and right in practice."
"Lord, teach us more what we are by nature, and what we are by grace."
"Look upon the unworthy worm before you. Let him be as your mouth in separating the precious from the vile. Grant that
he may rightly divide the word of truth and rightly divide the hearers. Grant that he may exalt the Savior and lay the sinn
er low."
"If the way to heaven is so narrow, and so few find it, what will become of those who never seek it?"
"Are you ready to shake hands with death?"
"Have you ever esteemed it a mercy, that you are out of hell?"
"Have you ever stood on the same plot of ground with the publican, crying--God be merciful to me a sinner?"
"Is Christ the one thing needful? Are you willing to pluck out right-eye sins, and cut off right-hand sins?"
"Has your religion cost you anything? If it has cost you nothing, it is worth nothing."
"Have you ever experienced the new birth? If not, dying in your present state--to hell you must go."
"Six feet by two-and-a-half is all the ground that the richest man in England will shortly occupy."
"If not washed in Christ's blood and clothed in his righteousness, no heaven for you, no heaven for me."
"How awful to die out of Christ! How blessed to die in Christ!"
"If I preach to please men, I am not the servant of Christ; and woe unto me, if I preach not the gospel!"
"If you have one grain of grace, you must die to know how rich you are."
"Sin is of a defiling nature. You cannot touch pitch and not be defiled."
"Sinning will stop praying; or praying will stop sinning."
"When the Lord finds his rod, his people find their knees."
"Show me a man's books and show me a man's companions--and I will tell you what sort of a man he is."
"Children take more notice of what their parents do, than what they say. Actions speak louder than words."
"We are not going to jump out of Delilah's lap into Abraham's bosom."
"I used to try to reconcile creature comforts and spiritual consolations. We cannot hold the world in one hand and Christ i
n the other. We cannot serve God and mammon."
"Dead fish go with the stream, living ones against it."
"Real religion is to be severed from the world, to be married to Christ, and to bring forth fruit unto God."
"O what a narrow way is that which leads to life!"
"Better to live in a hovel with a grain of grace, than to live in a palace without it; for what would the palace avail you in a t
housand years?"
"Fit or not fit--we must all die, and we know not how soon. As death leaves us, the judgment must find us."
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"What sorrow, troubles, and afflictions attend all the followers of the Lamb!"
"The rougher the file--the less the rust."
"No cross, no crown!"
"We need restraining grace, as well as saving grace."
"If you are contented with a sound creed and a little morality in your lives, you are in an awful state. I would not like to di
e in your state for a thousand worlds."
"If a man preaches free will how pleased men will be; but if he preaches free grace how offended they are. It is the truth
which gives offence."
"Take heed and beware of covetousness. The Lord saw the need of doubly warning against that besetting sin."
"If this world with its fading pleasures is so much admired, what must heaven be, which God praises?"
"What a mercy to be made right in doctrine, right in experience, and right in practice!"
"How many who died last century are in hell--who never committed half the sins some of you have!"
"If you had a thousand crowns you should put them all on the head of Christ! And if you had a thousand tongues they sh
ould all sing his praise, for he is worthy!"

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/26 10:33
They were not carried on beds of ease to heaven!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"Woe is meÂ—that I dwell among these scoundrels of Meshech! It pains me to live with these people from Kedar!" Psal
m 120:5
As a Christian, you have to live in the midst of an ungodly world, and it is of little use for you to cry, "Woe is me!"
Jesus did not pray, "O that you should be taken out of the world!" And what He did not pray forÂ—you need not desire!
Better far in the Lord's strengthÂ—to meet the difficulty, and glorify Him in it.
The enemy is ever on the watch to detect inconsistency in your conduct; be therefore very holy. Remember that the eye
s of all are upon youÂ—and that more is expected from you, than from others! Strive to give no occasion for blame. Like
Daniel, let your godliness and piety be the only faults which they can discover in you.
Seek to be usefulÂ—as well as consistent. Perhaps you think, "If I were in a more favorable position, I might be able to s
erve the Lord's cause. But I cannot do any good where I am!" But the worse the people are among whom you liveÂ—the
more need they have of your exertions! If they are crookedÂ—the more necessity that you should set them straight! If th
ey are perverseÂ—the more need have you to turn their proud hearts to the truth. Where should the physician beÂ—but
where there are many sick? Where is honor to be won by the soldierÂ—but in the hottest fire of the battle?
When weary of the strife and sin which meets you on every handÂ—consider that all the saints have endured the same t
rial! They were not carried on beds of ease to heavenÂ—and you must not expect to travel more easily than they! They
had to hazard their lives unto the death, in the midst of the battlefieldÂ—and you will not be crownedÂ—until you also ha
ve endured hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Therefore, "Be courageous! Be strong!" 1 Corinthians 16:13
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/27 9:59
God has two hedges
(Matthew Mead, "The Power of Grace
in Weaning the Heart from the World")
God is never better to usÂ—than when the creature is most bitter to us!
Thus God dealt with Israel, "She said, 'I will go after my lovers, who give me my food and my water, my wool and my line
n, my oil and my drink.' Therefore I will hedge up her path with thorns; I will wall her inÂ—so that she cannot find her wa
y. She will chase after her lovers but not catch them; she will look for them but not find them. Then she will say, 'I will go
back to my husband as at first, for then I was better off than now.'" Hosea 2:6-8.
God has two hedges which the Scripture takes notice of:
1. The hedge of his protection, which you read of Job 1:10, "Haven't You placed a hedge around him, his household, an
d everything he owns?"
2. The hedge of affliction, which you read of here: "I will hedge up her path with thorns."
Now the Lord make use of both these hedges:
The hedge of protectionÂ—is to keep His people from danger.
The hedge of afflictionÂ—is to stop His people from wandering.
The hedge of protectionÂ—is to keep them in God's way.
The hedge of afflictionÂ—is to keep them out of sin's way.
The hedge of protectionÂ—is to keep them from suffering.
The hedge of afflictionÂ—is to keep then from sinning,
and to put them upon returning to God.
So it was with Israel hereÂ—when God had hedged up her way, that she could not find her paths, nor overtake her lover
sÂ—then she cries out, "I will go back to my husband as at first, for then I was better off than now!"
It is a great mercy for God to wean a soul from the world; for it never suffers greaterÂ—than when it forsakes God to live
upon the creature! "Those who cling to lying vanitiesÂ—turn their backs on all God's mercies!" Jonah 2:8. It is forsaking t
he living fountainÂ—to quench our thirst from a broken cistern! Jeremiah 2:13.
When the Lord weans a soul from the worldÂ—He embitters the world to the soul; either by some affliction, or by some d
isappointment in the creatureÂ—which makes the soul look out for the more pure and lasting satisfactions, which are in
Christ.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/28 2:38
True friendship is seen through the heart not through the eyes
Â• Many people will walk through our lives, but few will leave footprints on our hearts
Â• Your friend is the one who knows all about you and still likes you
Â• The best way to destroy an enemy is to make him your friend
Â• A friend is someone who sees through you and still enjoys the view.
Â• A friend loveth at all times
Â• Iron sharpeneth iron; so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend.
Â• Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/28 9:40
SEVEN REVELATIONS OF THE TABERNACLE There are seven glorious revelations in the tabernacle, an
d these seven revelations depict the gospel message for the tabernacle itself speaks of the Lord. LetÂ’s quickly look at e
ach of the seven revelations along with the symbolic mean. 1. The gateÂ—new birth 2. The altar of sacrificeÂ—reconcil
iation 3. The laverÂ—sanctification and separation 4. The candlestickÂ—revelation 5. The table of showbreadÂ—satis
faction 6. The altar of incenseÂ—intercession 7. The Ark of the CovenantÂ—glorification JESUS IS DEPICTED BEA
UTIFULLY IN THESE SEVEN REVELATIONS OF THE TABERNACLE:
1. The gateÂ—Jesus is the door. 2. The altar of sacrificeÂ—Jesus is the substitute. 3. The laverÂ—Jesus is the Word.
4. The candlestickÂ—Jesus is the light of the world. 5. The showbreadÂ—Jesus is the bread of life. 6. The incenseÂ—
Jesus is the great intercessor. 7. The Ark of the CovenantÂ—Jesus is the divine presence.

Re: He who eats the grapes of Sodom - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/4/30 10:09
How To Get answers to Our Prayers?
1. PRAY WITH FAITH.
Mark .11: 24.
2. FORGIVING SPIRIT.
Mark : 11:25.
3. IN HIS NAME.
John.14: 14.
4. ABIDING IN HIS WORD.
John 15:7.
5. ASK IN HIS WILL.
I John 5:14-15.
6. SPECIFICALLY.
I Sam 1: 11. I Chro 4:10.
7. ONENESS.
Matthew8: 19.
8. COVENANT.
Job 1: 5.
9. SPECIAL OFFERING.
Psalm 50: 14-15.
10. PRAISING&THANKING.
Acts.16:25. Psalm .50: 23.
11. ASK WITH RIGHT MOTIVES.
James .4: 2-3.
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12. FREE FROM ALL KNOWN SINS.
Isaiah 59: 1-2.
13. PRAY FERVENTLY.
James 5: 16-18.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/1 1:00
One wrong stepÂ—and down we go!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"How narrow is the gate and difficult the road that leads to life!" Matthew 7:14

In some sense, the path to heaven is very safeÂ—but in other respects, there is no road so dangerous! It is beset with di
fficulties. One wrong stepÂ—and down we go! And how easy it is to take that treacherous stepÂ—if grace is absent!

What a slippery path is thatÂ—which some of us have to tread! How many times have we to exclaim with the Psalmist, "
But as for me, my feet were slippingÂ—and I was almost gone!"
If we were strong, sure-footed mountaineers, this would not matter so much; but in ourselves, how weak we are!

Even in the best roadsÂ—we soon falter!

In the smoothest pathsÂ—we quickly stumble!

These feeble knees of oursÂ—can scarcely support our tottering weight!

A straw may trip us upÂ—and a pebble can wound us!

We are mere infants, tremblingly taking our first steps in the walk of faith. Our heavenly Father holds us by the armsÂ—
or we would soon tumble down!
Oh, if we are kept from falling, how must we bless the patience, power and wisdom of GodÂ—who watches over us mo
ment by momentÂ—and day by day! ThinkÂ—
how prone we are to sin,
how apt to choose dangerous paths,
how strong our tendency to cast ourselves down
Â—and these reflections will make us sing more sweetly than we have ever done, "Glory to Him, who is able to keep us
from falling, and to present us before His glorious presence without fault and with great joy!" Jude 24

We have many foesÂ—who try to push us down, and destroy us!

The road is roughÂ—and we are weak!
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But in addition to this, enemies lurk in ambush, who rush out when we least expect them, and labor to trip us up, or hurl
us down the nearest deadly precipice!

Only an Almighty arm can preserve us from these unseen foes, who are seeking to destroy us at every step! Such an ar
m is engaged for our defense. He is faithful, who has promised, and He is able to keep us from falling, so that with a dee
p sense of our utter weakness, we may cherish a firm belief in our perfect safety!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/1 21:54
Meditate, practice, pray
(Thomas Brooks, "The Unsearchable Riches of Christ")
You must meditate and dwell upon what you read;
otherwise your pains and mine will be lost. The more any
man is in the contemplation of truth, the more deep and
firm impression is made upon his heart by truth. Heavenly
meditation brings out the sweetness that is in divine truths.
Not those who get most--but those who keep most, are
richest. So not those who hear most, or read most--but
those who meditate most, are most edified and enriched.
You must also practice and live out what you read. To
read much and practice nothing--is to hunt much and catch
nothing. Ah! what cause have most to sigh, that they have
heard so much, and read so much--and yet done so little!
You must also pray over what you read. Many read much,
and pray little, and therefore get little by all they read. Galen
writes of a fish called Uranoscopos, that has but one eye,
which looks continually up to heaven. When a Christian has
one eye upon his book--the other should be looking up to
heaven for a blessing upon what he reads!
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/2 20:33
That unclean donkey is yourself!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"You must redeem the firstborn donkey with a lamb. But if you do not redeem itÂ—you must kill the donkey by breaking i
ts neck!" Exodus 34:20
Every firstborn creature must be the Lord'sÂ—but since the donkey was unclean, it could not be presented in sacrifice to
Him. What then? Should it be allowed to go free from the universal law? By no means! God admits of no exceptions. Th
e donkey is His dueÂ—but He will not accept it; He will not abate the claimÂ—but yet He cannot be pleased with the unc
lean victim. No way of escape remained, but redemptionÂ—the donkey must be saved by the substitution of a lamb in it
s place; or if not redeemed, it must die!
My soul, here is a lesson for you! That unclean donkey is yourself! You are justly the property of the Lord who made you
and preserves youÂ—but you are so sinful that God will not, cannot, accept you! It has come to thisÂ—the Lamb of God
must stand in your steadÂ—or you must die eternally! Let all the world know of your gratitude to that spotless Lamb who
has died for you, and so redeemed you from the fatal curse of the law!
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Must it not sometimes have been a question with the Israelite, as to which should dieÂ—the donkey or the lamb? Would
not the man pause to estimate and compare the values of these animals? Assuredly there was no comparison between t
he value of a sinful manÂ—and the spotless Lord Jesus! Yet the Lamb diesÂ—and man the donkey is spared! My soul,
admire the boundless love of God to you! Vile worms are boughtÂ—with the blood of the holy Lamb of God! Dust and as
hes are redeemedÂ—with a price far above silver and gold! What a doom would have been mineÂ—had not plenteous r
edemption been found!
The breaking of the neck of the donkey was but a momentary penalty. But who shall measure the eternal wrath to come
Â—to which no limit can be imagined! Inestimably dear is the glorious LambÂ—who has redeemed me from such a doo
m!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/3 2:15
THE SHADOW OF THE ALMIGHTY
Newman Hall, November 27, 1867
"He that dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty."Â—Psalm 91:1.
The desert is dreary. The way is long. Heavily burdened, a weary traveler slowly drags onward his wounded feet. Faint b
y reason of the fiery blaze, which smites him from the unclouded sky and the scorching sand, he eagerly looks around fo
r shelter. He pants for even the muddiest pool where he may quench his raging thirst. In such "a weary land," how welco
me "the shadow of a great rock," and the clear, cool fountain gushing up within its rugged clefts! But where can such a r
efuge be found for the soulÂ—weary with wandering, crushed by care, groaning under guilt? Where can its burden be ta
ken off, its sorrows soothed, its mighty thirst assuaged?
A trembling fugitive, long the victim of robbery and violence, has vainly run here and there in quest of a hiding-place fro
m his cruel enemies, who, with threatening gestures and words of hate, are in full pursuit. Now he hears their voices cla
moring for his blood, as they press more closely upon his track. Each moment he expects the fatal shot. How joyful, as it
suddenly bursts upon him, is the sight of the friendly fortress whose open portal bids him enter, and then shuts impregna
bly! Beneath the shadow of those strong towers, he may now rest both from his toils and his terrors!
But where for me, pursued by my relentless enemy, the devil, entangled by doubts, haunted by fears, with many a barbe
d and poisoned arrow rankling in my conscienceÂ—where for me is the privileged retreat which no hostile foot may ente
r, where all my wounds may be healed, and where, taking up my abode, I may be henceforth both safe and happy?
The problem is solved by the text selected for our meditation: "He that dwells in the secret place of the Most High, shall
abide under the shadow of the Almighty."Â—Psalm 91:1.
The term here denotes protection. A shadow screens me from the sun, and hides me from my foe. The overshadowing r
oof of a house shelters its inmates from the storm. And under the shadow of her wings the hen protects her brood. So th
e glorious attributes of the Most High, the unclouded rays of His perfections, are as a shadow of defense to His people. "
How excellent is your loving-kindness, O God! Therefore, the children of men put their trust under the shadow of your wi
ngs. Be merciful unto me, O God, for my soul trusts in You: yes, in the shadow of your wings will I make my refuge, until
these calamities be overpast." Believing in Jesus, we exult in the fulfillment of the ancient prophecyÂ—"A man shall be a
s an hiding place from the wind, and a covert from the tempest: as rivers of water in a dry place, as the shadow of a grea
t rock in a weary land."
The privileges of those who abide under the shadow of the Almighty, are described with inimitable force and beauty in th
is ninety-first Psalm. Here the church possesses a storehouse of varied consolationÂ—a treasury of untold wealthÂ—an
unfailing casket of precious jewelsÂ—an arsenal, where Faith may find abundant weapons of attack, as well as a shield
to quench every fiery dartÂ—a Grand Charter, a Bill of Rights, granted to undeserving rebels, by the Sovereign Grace of
the Most High, who bids them honor him by constantly claiming its ratification. What a catalogue of blessings for all who
flee for refuge to Christ! Omnipotence is their hiding-place, God their home. He spreads over them His wing. His faithfuln
ess is their buckler. They are secure from night's vague fears, and from day's plain perils; from the plots of malice, and t
he ravages of plague; from man's destructions, and from the scourge of God. While ten thousand fall around, they are u
nhurt. Not all the powers of earth or hell can injure a hair of their heads.Â—For them evil turns to good, and sorrows lead
to joys. Angel guards unseen attend them. They are borne up beyond the reach of even slightest injuries. They conquer
their worst foes. They trample on the roaring lion and the subtle snake. They are admitted to the presence-chamber of th
e King, and are allowed familiar communion with Him. All their petitions are granted. Jehovah is with them in trouble, to c
omfort and deliver. They are exalted to high stations, and clothed with glory and honor. Length of days is secured to the
m, and at lastÂ—the Beatific Vision and the Paradise of God.
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The text contains a conditional promise. Let us then consider, first, the character described; and then, the promise anne
xed.
I. THE CHARACTER DESCRIBEDÂ—"He that dwells in the secret place of the Most High." The tabernacle-worship sug
gested eloquent imagery to the devout mind of the psalmist. "In the secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me." The Holy
of Holies was secret. None entered it but the high Priest, and he only once a year. Behold him on the great day of atone
ment. Having sacrificed at the brazen altar in the open court, he leaves the crowd of worshipers, and humbly drawing asi
de the curtain which conceals the entrance, he stands within the Holy Place. The veil closes behind him, and he is alone
. With reverential step he passes the golden altar of incense, and the table of show-bread, and the seven-branched cand
lestick, towards the second veil which conceals the Holiest of all. With trembling hand he lifts its folds. And now he is in f
ront of the Mercy Seat, and bows before Him who "dwells between the Cherubim." Shut out from all else, he feels surrou
nded, pervaded by the Divinity. He is in "the secret place of the Most High." Jewish type is Christian fact. The nearness
of approach to God thus symbolized, is the privilege, not of one believer, but of all; not once a year, but continually; not
with trembling, but in full assurance of faith; we may "come with boldness to the throne of grace."
As Omnipresent, God "is not far from every one of us." Yet it is possible to be infinitely distant from Him. Two men may d
well in the same house, and sit at the same table, and yet be far asunder by uncongenial tastes and hostile feelings; whil
e other two, divided by half the globe, may be inseparably close by mental harmony and the bonds of love. Though in G
od "we live, and move, and have our being," yet while impenitent, we are spiritually afar off. Our sins have separated us.
We are alienated from Him by wicked works. We desire not the knowledge of his ways. We practically bid Him depart fro
m us. But He entreats usÂ—"Return unto me, and I will return unto you." He has rendered such return possible. The gre
at gulf of separation is bridged over by the mediation of Christ. As the High Priest entered the Most Holy Place "not witho
ut blood," even so Jesus by his own blood entered within the veil, and opened the path for all on whom that blood is spri
nkled. So let us approach the Mercy Seat.
We have provoked You, O Lord, to anger. We have wickedly avoided your presence. We have loved to keep far away. B
ut we are weary with our self-caused exile. This banishment is darkness, despair, death. O, suffer us to return! Let our p
ast rebellion be forgiven! Let the enmity of out heart cease! Our only plea is the name of Jesus. Because He died to brin
g near those who were afar off; because You have Yourself commanded us to comeÂ—have mercy upon us sinners, an
d let us enter your "Secret Place."
While we thus draw near, He whose throne is the Mercy Seat, watches with love every advancing step. The Prodigal is s
till a long way off when the father goes to meet him, saying, "Bring forth the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring o
n his hand, and shoes on his feetÂ—for this my son was dead, and is alive again, he was lost, and is found."
Our sins are at once forgiven. Christ's spotless robe is thrown around us. We see not wrath darkening, but love illuminin
g the countenance of Him whom we dreaded but now trust, whom we hated but now love. Rebellion is changed to homa
ge, aversion to delight. Hallowed communion results. Our soul thirsts for God. We pour out our hearts before Him. There
is not a joy or grief, a hope or fear, which we may not utter in the ear of One, the vastness of whose concerns hinders no
t his attention to the minutest needs of each individual worshiper; who "pities those who fear Him," even "as a father pitie
s his children," and who is "touched with a feeling of our infirmities."
Let us never forget that He is "Most High." To Him is ascribed "Glory in the highest." With what reverence should we app
roach Him! And let me adore His condescension. "Though the Lord be high, yet has He respect unto the lowly." As the
Most High," He is able to do "abundantly above all that we can ask or think." He is on high, and can see all things. He is
on high, and can do all things. Out of the depths of our misery we may look up to the heights of His Majesty. He is our Fr
iend, but a Friend seated on the throne of universal empire. He is our Father, but our Father in heaven. The secret place
of the "Most High," must be also the shadow of "the Almighty."
This communion of the soul with God is "secret." True religion cannot be understood, its joys cannot be known, by those
who do not experience it. The wise virgins could not give of their oil to others; the foolish must buy for themselves. So th
e High Priest was concealed from the multitudes who stood only in the outer court. "The secret of the Lord is with those
who fear Him, and He will show them his covenant." The life of the Christian is concealed, it is "hidden with Christ in God
." The "Secret Place" cannot be seen but by entering it.
Yet why should it be unknown to any? The true Holy of Holies is open to all. None need fear to lift the veil for themselves
. It is presumption to stay afar off when God calls us near. Obedience is the best humility. If we are the very chief of sinn
ers, we may be sure of a kind reception. Let us then remain no longer ignorant of this glorious mystery, but enter and ex
amine for ourselves "The Secret Place of the Most High." The "Secret Place of the Most High "is the soul's true home. W
e are exiles and wanderers, until we dwell there. Other places invite, only to betray. Self-righteousness says, "Dwell in m
e and be safe." But no structure composed of our good actions can afford shelter from the storm; let pride rear them eve
r so high, they serve but to attract the lightning's stroke. The world says, "Dwell in me and be happy." But earthly vanities
are an impertinence to the soul that seeks salvationÂ—even the rational enjoyments of life arc not enough to fill the void.
But in the "Secret Place of the Most High," the believer finds both safety and happiness.
The very law which was against him, is now on his side, and the sword of justice, no less than the olive-branch of Mercy,
is the emblem of his security. Here is a fountain of enjoyment, pure, perennial, possessing ever its power to refresh. If h
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e is not always happy, it is because he does not always drink of those waters. But there they flow, gushing forth from the
depths of Divine Love, sparkling in the rays of the Sun of Righteousness, and inviting the thirsty to drink abundantly. The
y impart a "peace which passes all understanding; "a "joy which is unspeakable and full of glory."
Here then the sinner can repose. He has found at length what can satisfy. Obeying the invitation, "Come unto me," he h
as verified the promise, "I will give you rest." He rests from the accusations of a guilty conscienceÂ—for he hears the voi
ce from the Mercy Seat, "Your sins are forgiven you." He rests from the anxious questionings of doubtÂ—for instead of a
ny longer asking at every turn "What is truth? "he has proved that Jesus is "The Way, the Truth, and the Life." He rests fr
om the disquiet of an aimless lifeÂ—for he is now happy in the settled service of God; like a ship which was rolling and d
rifting rudderless, at the mercy of changing tides, but which now, with sails well set and steady bows, is making a straigh
t course for the port where "an abundant entrance" awaits her. He rests from the ever-disappointed search after happine
ssÂ—for here, though still surrounded by sorrows and foes, his mind, "stayed on God," is "kept in perfect peace." Theref
ore, he is determined here to dwell.
It is a permanent abode. He does not leave it as an inn; no, it is his home. Its employments, pleasures, society, do not w
eary him. When the first novelty wears off, he seeks no change of scene. He is ever discovering some fresh object of int
erest and delight. That holy spot is increasingly endeared to him. His best affections entwine around it. It becomes blend
ed with his being. If ever tempted to remove from it, he is unhappy until he returnsÂ—like the dove which Noah first sent
forth from the ark, and which soon fluttered at the window, having found "no rest for the sole of her foot." He can be hap
py only at home. "Return unto your rest, O my soul!" Without the enjoyment of God's favor, nothing can yield him satisfa
ction; but with God's favor, nothing can cause him to despair. Come poverty, sickness, bereavement, desertion, death, a
nythingÂ—only let it find him in the "Secret Place of the Most High." "There are many who say, Who will show us any go
od? Lord, lift You up the light of your countenance upon me. Whom have I in heaven but You, and there is none upon ea
rth that I desire beside You!"
What a contrast is presented by the case of those whose religion is only fitful! If dangers threaten, they seem anxious to
take refuge in Christ; but this anxiety ceases with the immediate occasion. In a tempest at sea, some will pray who yeste
rday were scoffing, and tomorrow will scoff again. On what was feared would prove his death-bed, many a wicked man h
as called upon God, but on recovery has become more irreligious than ever. Alas! multitudes associate piety only with p
eril, devotion only with death. But the Christian does not value the "Secret Place" merely because of the shelter it affords
from the raging storm. Invaluable in adversity, it is invaluable in prosperity too. In fact, prosperity elsewhere, is for him a
contradiction. Severed from God, all conceivable delights are unable to gladden. Exiled from this home, bodily health an
d worldly riches only mock the sickness and poverty of the soul; friendship loses its chief value, and love its sweetest ch
arm. Where is the luster of the diamond, the beauty of the rose, the glory of the landscape, when the dark curtain of nigh
t is drawn over all? But the light of God's countenance, like the sun uprising and breaking forth from amid dark clouds, b
athes all objects in beauty. This it is which puts gladness into the heart, more than in the time when their corn and wine i
ncrease. What wonder that the Christian wishes ever to dwell where this light shines?
Behold yonder stately palace. Its lofty walls and massive towers assure safety to all who dwell in it. Hostile foot never tro
d its regal pavements. Pestilence never crept along its spacious corridors. No earthquake ever shook its strong foundati
ons. No thunderbolt ever pierced its swelling domes. Within are all manner of delightsÂ—happy work, healthy recreation
s, plentiful enjoyments, couches of repose. How cheerful the light that bathes it, how lovely the flowers that perfume it, h
ow ravishing the prospects that surround it! How exhilarating its atmosphere, how transporting its music, how elevating, r
efining, consoling, gladdening its society! Above all, how glorious, yet how gracious the Prince, who is ever promoting th
e happiness of the guests with whom his hospitality has thronged his royal abode!
Outside the palace, propped up against one of its buttresses, is a miserable shed composed of mud and straw. A frighte
ned traveler, looking all around for shelter from the gathering tempest, rushes into it as the best refuge he can find. It tre
mbles with the thunder's crash. The biting blast penetrates its many chinks. The rain soaks through its fragile roof. Thou
gh the traveler is glad of its imperfect shelter, yet but for the storm he would have passed without noticing it. Far less wo
uld he have entered it. He was too intent on other objects, too eager to get forward on his way. Its whole appearance wo
uld have been repulsive in fair weather. And this, he says, to himself, "this is the grand palace I have sometimes heard o
f! Surely I was right in regarding as enthusiasts those who could so clothe with imaginary splendors this vile shed!" Fooli
sh traveler! The palace of which he speaks be does not even see! Crouching and shivering, he is impatient to be gone, t
hough he dares not sally forth until the clouds disperse. Then he gladly leaves the hut far behind, saying, "Aha! it is well
enough in a storm, but I should be very sorry. to dwell there!"
How different the guest in the palace! He is there when the tempest is lowering, and he remains there when the tempest
is past. Forsake it because the danger is over? It would be to forsake all his wealth, all his comforts, all his joys! Forsake
it? It is his habitation, his home, his heaven on earth. Forsake it? Rather does he say, "If I forsake you, let my right hand
forget her cunning; let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not you above my chief joy. Here is my rest f
orever, here will I dwell! "He dwells in the Secret Place of the Most High," and therefore "he abides under the Shadow of
the Almighty."
II. THE PROMISE ANNEXEDÂ—"He shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty." The promise is conditional. But the

Page 15/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

condition may seem at first sight identical with the promise. Is not the "Secret Place of the Most High," equivalent to "the
Shadow of the Almighty?" and is not dwelling in the former, the same thing as abiding under the latter? Yet even in this a
pparent tautology the great truth is involved, that whatever spiritual blessings we earnestly desire, we assuredly obtain. "
Ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you." Desire to have, and you shall
have; try to find, and you shall find; put forth your hand to open the door, and it shall be opened. To ask is in fact to recei
ve, for God has already offered the gifts. He who rightly seeks forgiveness, is forgiven. He who longs for communion Wit
h God, already in some measure enjoys it. "Draw near to God, and He will draw near to you."
As a ragged, mud-stained traveler, toiling along the road, I see before me the palace of the Great King. Dare I venture n
ear the gateway and seek an audience? Will not the guards laugh at my request, or punish my presumption? Such fears
are groundless. The doors stand wide open by day and by night. I have only to enter. No sentry challenges me. No pass
port is demanded. Not a solitary guard is to be found. I may penetrate to the presence chamber, and, all tattered and filt
hy as I am, may advance straight up to the Prince, who gives audience to multitudes in the same condition with myself. I
nstead of being rebuked, I am even commended. At once I am recognized as an invited guest. The only censure hinted i
s that I did not come before. My presence, instead of causing indignation among the courtiers, gives them evident pleas
ure. They rejoice that another has come to share in their distinctions and delights; while the King whom they worship hail
s me as his friend, embraces me as his child, and feasts me at his own royal table. O, the fullness and freeness of the G
ospel invitation! "If we have not, it is because we ask not." "Open your mouth wide and I will fill it. Eat, O friends; drink ab
undantly, O beloved!" The door is always open, and he who enters, with the desire to dwell in that Secret Place, shall abi
de beneath that Shadow.
Though at first sight the condition seems identical with the promise, and though all who comply with the former, by that v
ery act possess the latter, yet the words express a separate idea, a most glorious privilege; namely, that whoever draws
near to God is at once placed beneath the protection of Omnipotence. If I come through Jesus unto the Mercy Seat, I no
t only obtain pardon, but the infinite resources of Deity will henceforth be employed to "help "me in every "time of need."
The High Priest prayed under the shadow of the wings of the golden cherubim, which were extended over the Ark of the
Covenant. The sinner, when he draws near to the true Mercy Seat, finds himself beneath "the shadow of the Almighty." I
nfinite Power spreads itself out over infinite Love. "And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the day-time from the
heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a covert from storm and from rain. And upon all the glory shall be a defense." Th
at defense is Omnipotence. The overshadowing Presence above the Mercy Seat, guarantees the fulfillment of all the pro
mises that are stored up within the ark, "written with the finger of God." "Trust in the Lord forever, for in the Lord Jehovah
is everlasting strength."
Consider then, O my soul, how safe you are, how fearless you should be! Evil may threaten you through the body, but H
e who made it is surely able to preserve it; you are beneath His shadow, and he is Almighty! Injury may threaten from ou
tward circumstances; but he who is in every place, controlling every event, can guard you from all harm, and make seem
ing evil conduce to your real good. You are beneath His shadow, and he is Almighty! Wicked men may devise mischief a
gainst you, but God who holds all hearts in His hand, can frustrate or overrule their malice. Are you not beneath the sha
dow of Him who is Almighty? Satan is ever plotting your destruction, but he who is with us is mightier than all who arc ag
ainst us. He can "destroy the works of the devil;" he is Almighty!
But the greatest perils arise from within. And is not His holiness stronger than our corruptions? Can He not curb the app
etites of the flesh, control the lusts of the spirit, and fulfill His promise to "subdue our iniquities?" "Is anything too hard for
the Lord?" As He said to Abraham, He says to us, "I am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be perfect." If we would l
ive "as ever in our great Task-master's eye," and strive to be "perfect even as our Father who is in heaven is perfect," thi
s is our encouragement, that He is "the Almighty God," ever at hand to strengthen and defend us. We are beneath "the
Shadow of the Almighty."
"I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth." What strong consolation! Other helpers are finite; th
ey may be sincere, yet there is a limit to their support. But my Father is Almighty! He who is from everlasting; who spoke
and it was done, who commanded and it stood fast; who does His pleasure in the armies of heaven and among the inha
bitants of the earthÂ—He overshadows me! The hand that spread forth the heavens, and flung the stars abroad; that pil
es the mountains, and curbs the sea, and pours the sunbeams, and darts the lightning, is stretched out for my defense!
Once, when a rebel, I dreaded this power as executing the sentence threatened; now, being reconciled, I, rejoice in it, as
accomplishing the salvation promised. Helpless, frightened, condemned, ruined, I flee to Jesus; and then, wrapped roun
d with Omnipotence, I rejoice and exult, for this Power is my friend, and assures me that whatever God has spoken, He i
s able abundantly to perform. They whose home is the Most High must be safe, for they abide beneath the shadow of T
HE ALMIGHTY!
True religion is personal. It is not enough to acknowledge the Lord of the universe, the Savior of mankind, unless we bo
w to Him as Lord over us, unless we cry unto Him, "Save us!" Knowledge of a hiding-place beneath the shadow of the Al
mighty will leave us unsheltered in the storm, unless we "say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in Hi
m will I trust." Have you done this? Some people imagine that religion consists in admiring the strong fortress which guar
ds God's people. They examine the foundations of the towers, test the solidity of the walls, measure the height of the bat
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tlements, and discourse on the beauty of the gates. They emphatically repudiate the pretensions of any rival refuge, and
yet are themselves outside! The doorway is too low, pride will not stoop; too narrow, worldliness will not unload; too strai
t, indolence will not "labor to enter in." Alas! multitudes perish within sight of salvation, and go down into hell, having bee
n "not far from the kingdom of heaven."
"The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is safe." Yes, we must run into it, if we would be pr
otected by it. Let us, then, most solemnly inquire whether we have fled to Jesus as our only Refuge. Let us never be sati
sfied with theological knowledge and the form of godliness. In vain we hear, unless we taste that the Lord is gracious; in
vain we see Him around us, unless we feel Him within us; in vain we admire the works of His hand, unless we lean on th
at hand; in vain we know there is a fountain of life, unless we drink of it; in vain we name Christ's name, unless we bear
Christ's cross. Help us, O Giver of all grace! However the world may deride or hate usÂ—however contrary may be the c
hoice of those around usÂ—in spite of all the suggestions of unbelief within usÂ—whatever may be the cost in the surre
nder of evil indulgences, in the breaking of long-confirmed habits of sinÂ—help each one of us to "say of the Lord, He is
my refuge, and my Fortress, my God, in Him will I trust." Whatever refuges others may seek, I choose this. I look unto Y
ou to help me! I hide in your Mercy, for it is offered to all sinners, and such am I. I hide in your Justice, for Jesus has sati
sfied its claims. I hide in your Power, for this is but the instrument of your Love, and Love is but another name for Yourse
lf. Other lords beside You have had dominion over me, but now I desire to be yours, yours only, yours forever. With the
disciple of old, though like him long doubting, I would say, "My Lord, and my God!" Henceforth let me "live by faith in the
Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me."
A voice from heaven replies, "Be it unto you even as you will."
I may therefore, without presumption, say of the Lord, "He is my Refuge and my Fortress." Within Him I dwell as in a stro
nghold. I am "kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation;" kept, as in a garrisoned castle, where angels watch
, and the royal standard of heaven floats, and which all the attributes of God preserve inviolate. "We have a strong city;
Salvation will God appoint for walls and bulwarks." Thus secure, I may rise to the full assurance of faith. Not only has Go
d become all this to me, but I may say so. On suitable occasions by words, at all times by spirit and conduct, let us to ou
r brethren and companions, yes to the whole world, "say of the Lord, he is my Refuge and my Fortress, my God, in Him
will I trust."

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/3 10:46
Little did she know, that amid the sheavesÂ—she would find a husband!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"Ruth left and entered the field to gather grain behind the harvesters. She happened to be in the portion of land belongin
g to Boaz, who was from Elimelech's family." Ruth 2:3
"She happened." Yes, it seemed nothing but an accidentÂ—but how divinely was it overruled! Ruth had gone forth with
her mother-in-law's blessing, under the care of her GodÂ—to humble but honorable toil; and the providence of God was
guiding her every step! Little did she know, that amid the sheavesÂ—she would find a husband; and that he would make
her the joint owner of all those broad acres; and that she, a destitute foreigner, would become an ancestor of the great
Messiah!
God is very good to those who trust in Him, and often surprises them with unlooked for blessings. Little do we know wha
t may happen to us in the future; but this sweet fact should cheer usÂ—that nothing which is really good for usÂ—shall b
e withheld from us!
The word "chance" is banished from the Christian's vocabularyÂ—for we see the hand of God in everything. The seemin
gly trivial events of today or tomorrow, may involve consequences of the highest importance. Take comfortÂ—our Lord d
eals as graciously with all His servantsÂ—as He did with Ruth!
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/4 11:30
Have you seen Jesus lately?
(Charles Spurgeon)
"But they did not know who He was." Luke 24:16
The disciples ought to have recognized Jesus, they had heard His voice so often, and gazed upon that marred face so fr
equently, that it is amazing that they did not know Him. Yet is it not so with you also? Have you seen Jesus lately? You h
ave been to His tableÂ—and you have not met Him there. You are in a dark trouble, and though He plainly says, "It is IÂ
—do not be afraid," yet you do not recognize Him. Alas! our eyes are blinded! We know His voice; we have looked into
His face; we have leaned our head upon His bosomÂ—and yet, though Christ is very near us, we are saying, "O that I k
new where I might find Him!"
We should know Jesus, for we have the Scriptures to reflect His image. Yet how frequently we open that precious bookÂ
—and have no glimpse of our Well-beloved! Dear child of God, are you in that state? Jesus walks through the glades of
Scripture, and desires to commune with His people. Yet you are in the garden of ScriptureÂ—but cannot see Him, thoug
h He is always there!
Make it your prayer, "Lord, open my eyesÂ—that I may see my Savior present with me!" It is a blessed thing to desire to
see Him. But oh! it is better far to gaze upon Him! To those who seek HimÂ—He is kind; but to those who find HimÂ—H
e is precious beyond expression!
~ ~ ~ ~

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/4 22:51
His treasured possession!
"I am the Good Shepherd; I know My sheep." John 10:14
When we think of the millions who are in Christ's flock,
it seems strange to us that He knows and calls each one
by name. Yet the truth is made very clear in Scripture.
Every mother knows her own children by name, and it
is as easy for the Good Shepherd to know each of His
millions by name, as for any human mother to know
each of her little children.
There is comfort in this teaching. We are not lost in
the crowd. Each one of of God's children, is the special
object of His love and thought and care!
"Do not be afraid, for I have ransomed you. I have
called you by name; you are Mine!" Isaiah 43:1
"For you are a people holy to the Lord your God.
The Lord your God has chosen you out of all the
peoples on the face of the earth to be His people,
His treasured possession!" Deuteronomy 7:6
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/5 10:29
The Open Door.
Rev. Mark Uzupan
Revelation 3:8 I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a littl
e strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.
Why are you willing to remember things that God is willing to forget
Psalms 103:12 As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.
----The name of the month January, comes from the Latin word; janua; which means a door or window from which a person
may look both forward and backward. January is the right time to take one last look at the previous year. Learn from the
lessons that were taught through success and failure. Then, just like God shut the door of the Ark, let God shut the door
to your past. The Enemy of your Soul; would want you to keep the door to the past open, so that you can easily feel the i
cy grip of failurewrapping around your soul. Ask God to shut the door of your past, so that you will not remember those t
hings that He has forgotten. And when God shuts the door, it stays shut, and protects you, even if you're floating on a flo
od of failure. Maybe you have been disappointed with yourself during this past year, but remember, you can fail without
being a failure. People become failures not when they fall down, but when they stay down.
See, you can only walk in one direction at a time and only look in one direction at a time. The problem comes when we l
ook backwards as we're walking forward. We are bound to fall. So don't look back, don't listen when others say you're fin
ished. Louis L'Amour once said There will come a time when you believe everything is finished. That will be the beginnin
g.
The Bible says in Genesis 1:1 - In the beginning God created, and God is STILL creating today. He's creating new forgiv
eness, new direction, new vision and new anointing. God's also creating new hearts. He's created a forgiving heart to re
place your bitter one and He's created a heart of faith to replace your heart of fear. So rise up and walk in newness of lif
e, this is a brand new year.
Daniel 4:16-30 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego looked like they were 'finished', but it was only the beginning. The op
en door gave them the ability to do good
Daniel 3:16-18 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not care
ful to answer thee in this matter. (17) If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furna
ce, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. (18) But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve th
y gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up.
Paul said"
1 Corinthians 16:9 For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries.
Also it was an open door to magnify God. This "open door" of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego gave uncommon opp
ortunity of preaching the "Gospel"; Nebuchadnezzar heart was opened to observe, receive, and embrace it;
Daniel 3:28-29 Then Nebuchadnezzar spake, and said, Blessed be the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who
hath sent his angel, and delivered his servants that trusted in him, and have changed the king's word, and yielded their b
odies, that they might not serve nor worship any god, except their own God. (29) Therefore I make a decree, That every
people, nation, and language, which speak any thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, shal
l be cut in pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill: because there is no other God that can deliver after this so
rt.
So we have an open door to preach for a gathering in of souls to Jesus, for evangelization; a door of spiritual usefulness

Acts 14:27 And when they were come, and had gathered the church together, they rehearsed all that God had done with
them, and how he had opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles.
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2 Corinthians 2:12 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the
Lord,
Colossians 4:3 Withal praying also for us, that God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Chri
st, for which I am also in bonds:
When Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out of the fire of affliction, they got promoted by the king, and ended up
in a position that was higher after the fire.
Daniel 3:30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, in the province of Babylon.
Remember: Neither you nor God can change your past, but you and God can change your future. We have an "open do
or" to the enjoyment of privilege or honor; the privilege of access to the heavenly palace; that is, that they had an abund
ant opportunity of securing our salvation, the door being never closed against them by day or by night.
Revelation 21:24-27 And the nations of them which are saved shall walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bri
ng their glory and honour into it. (25) And the gates of it shall not be shut at all by day: for there shall be no night there. (
26) And they shall bring the glory and honour of the nations into it. (27) And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing t
hat defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomination, or maketh a lie: but they which are written in the Lamb's book of lif
e.
And blessing here on Earth.
John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have life, and that
they might have it more abundantly.
Psalms 16:11 Thou wilt shew me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures f
or evermore.
Hebrews 4:16 Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in
time of need.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/5 23:46
The Blessedness of Trusting in the Lord
(A Posthumous Sermon)
Preached at Gower Street Chapel, London,
on July 18, 1869, by J. C. Philpot
"Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is. For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters,
and that spreads out her roots by the river, and shall not see when heat comes, but her leaf shall be green; and shall not
be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit." Jer 17:7, 8
What a dreadful thing it is to be under the CURSE of God; to have his curse in our body, his curse in our soul, his curse i
n our family, in our substance, in our goings out, in our comings in; his curse in life, his curse in death, and his curse to a
ll eternity. And how the fear and apprehension of this curse has made the hearts of many wither like the grass, filled the
m with gloomy forebodings night and day, and made them sink under apprehensions of dying in despair, and lying forev
er under the wrath of the Almighty!
But on the other hand, what bliss and blessedness there is in being under the BLESSING of the Lord; his blessing in bo
dy, his blessing in soul, his blessing in our families, his blessing in our substance, his blessing in life, his blessing in deat
h, and his blessing through all eternity. And as there are many who have feared and trembled under his curse, when eve
nts proved in the end there was no real cause for apprehension; so many have rejoiced, or thought they rejoiced in God'
s blessing, when it was all a delusion, for they were among those who said they would be blessed, though they added "d
runkenness to thirst."

Page 20/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

Thus we must not altogether take our fears and feelings, nor our doubts and apprehensions, of these matters as certain
indications whether we are under the curse or under the blessing. But we must come to the word of GodÂ– that is the gr
and arbiter; that is God's own judgment of these matters; that speaks as the voice of God, and pronounces who, accordi
ng to the mind of God and the estimate of God, are under God's curse; and who, according to the mind and estimate of
God, are under his blessing. Now I do not know a more remarkable passage in the whole compass of God's word, to poi
nt out who are under the curse and who are under the blessing, than my text and the connection of it.
But the Holy Spirit, by the pen of Jeremiah, makes a contrast between those who are under the curse and those under t
he blessing; and he says of the former, speaking authoritatively in the name of the LordÂ– "Thus says the LordÂ– Curse
d is the one who trusts in man, and makes flesh his arm, and whose heart departs from the Lord." The Lord here does n
ot lay down a man's moral or immoral character as a test of salvation. He does not say, "Cursed is the thief, the adultere
r, the extortioner, the murderer, the man who lives in open profanity." He puts all that aside, and fixes his eye and lays hi
s hand upon one mark, which may exist or does exist with the greatest morality, and it may be with the highest professio
n of religion. "I will tell you," the Lord says, "who are under my curse. This is the person who trusts in man, who makes fl
esh his arm, and in so doing his heart departs from Me."
Now taking a wide and general survey, who is there free from this intimation of the Lord's eternal displeasure? Who can
say he does not trust in man and make flesh his arm? Why all have done it and all will do it until they are taught better. T
he confidence of most stands wholly upon this ground. They trust in man, in themselves, or some other, and they make f
lesh their working arm, to work out their own plans of salvation, build up their own goodness, establish their own righteo
usness, and bring forth something in and by the creature with which they hope to gain eternity with God. But this is the p
oint that God especially sets his hand upon as marking them, that in trusting in man and making flesh their arm, their he
art departs from the Lord; it being impossible in God's view for a man to be neutral in these matters; it being impossible i
n the judgment of God for a man to trust in man, and make flesh his arm in one direction; and to trust in God and make t
he power of God his arm in another direction. God knows no such neutrality; he winks at no such half measures; he doe
s not allow a man to stand with one leg upon self and one leg upon God; one foot on free will and one foot on free grace;
to work with his own right arm his own righteousness, and take with his left gospel blessings. Such neutrality in the sight
of God is as bad as it would be in the case of a war for a man, a subject of Queen Victoria, to stand neutralÂ– be someti
mes in favor of the Queen, and sometimes in favor of the invader. Such a man would deserve to be shot by both armies.
"He shall be like the HEATH in the desert." You have seen, perhaps, the sorry heath, the ground not being good enough
to produce food for man or beast; but it can produce a little stunted leaf, a few miserable reeds that just relieve the dry s
and, please the eye, but contain in them no nutriment or utility. And so this person who trusts in man and makes flesh hi
s arm, is like the heath in the desert; with an 'appearance of verdure' and something like greenness and growth, and yet,
when examined, a miserable crop that benefits neither himself nor anybody else; a few stunted starved specimens of mi
serable heath, that cannot feed a lamb or even sustain a goat. Such a man "shall not see when good comes." Good may
come to others, but good will never come to him; a blessing may fall upon the righteous, but no blessing shall fall upon h
im. Trusting in man, departing from the Lord, he sets himself out of the reach of God's blessing, puts himself into a place
where God's mercy falls not, and therefore never sees when good comes, for there is no good for him.
"But shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited." That is, a religion merely in nam
e and appearance, without anything fruitful, god-like, or God-glorifying. And thus he lives and thus he dies under the eter
nal curse of the Almighty, as making flesh his arm and trusting in man.
Now it will be my object this evening, taking the words of our text, to contrast with such the character on whom God has
pronounced his blessing; and you will see how the two differ in almost every point; how the Holy Spirit with his graphic a
nd vigorous pen, has sketched both these characters and painted them in such life-like colors, that each stands out as it
were in contrast to the other, that we may compare the two men in the curse and in the blessing, see the dealings of Go
d with each, and thus, if we be under the blessing, gather for ourselves some good hope through grace, and have some
testimony that not the curse rests upon us, but the blessing of the Lord which makes rich and he adds no sorrow with it.
In opening up the text, I shall, therefore, with God's helpÂ–
First, direct your thoughts to the blessedness of the man who trusts in the Lord, and whose hope the Lord is.
Secondly, take up the comparison which the Holy Spirit has given usÂ– that such a man resembles "a tree planted by th
e waters, and that spreads out her roots by the river."
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And Thirdly, speak of the fruits and blessings that spring out of his being thus planted by the hand of God by the waters
and by the riverÂ– that he "shall not see when heat comes, but his leaf shall be green; and shall not be careful in the yea
r of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit."
I. The BLESSEDNESS of the man who trusts in the Lord. I intimated in the opening of this discourse, that we were not to
take our 'fears and feelings' as certain marks and indications of our state and standing before God. If we took our fears a
nd feelings at certain stages of our experience, we would draw altogether a false conclusion. For instance, when the Lor
d begins his gracious work upon a sinner's heart, he opens to him the evil of sin; he sends the Holy Spirit with power into
his conscience to apply his law; and with the law comes a curse. So that while he is in that state and stage of experience
, under a sensible feeling of the wrath of God in his conscience, under the application of a fiery law, under the dismal ap
prehension of wrath to come, under miserable forebodings of what his state may be for time and for eternity, that man w
ould draw altogether wrong conclusions if he concluded he must live and die in this miserable condition; that because he
is now feeling the wrath of God, he will forever feel the wrath of God; because now under the curse of the law, he will liv
e and die under the curse of the law; and because he has dismal forebodings of a dreadful eternity, it will be so on his d
eath-bed.
We will take him at that stage, to throw a clearer light upon the whole subject, and we shall see the Lord sends his law in
to the man's conscience, and lets down a sense of his displeasure into his mind, for the very purpose of breaking him off
from his trust in man and making flesh his arm, that he might not live and die under the curse attached to those who do t
rust in man and make flesh their arm. He, like others, trusted in himself; he, like others, made flesh his arm in working ou
t, as he thought, a righteousness which would please God; in performing a number of good works, to build up a Babel to
wer to reach to heaven, and to satisfy the demands of a righteous law by yielding what the law demanded.
But wrath still pursuing, the curse still continuing, fear still prevailing, bondage still settling upon him, he is taught eventu
ally by those means, the folly of making flesh his arm and trusting in man, in self, or anybody else. Thus preparatory to t
he blessing comes the curse; before the gospel comes the law; before the ceasing to trust man, and ceasing to make fle
sh his arm, comes the breaking of the arm and the destroying of the confidence in the flesh. Then taking him at that peri
od, he is brought to this point, that he cannot put trust in himself nor in anybody else. Whenever he has put his trust in hi
mself or anybody else, he has met with nothing but disappointment; whenever he has accepted anything from the creatu
re, nothing has followed but vexation, destroyed hopes, and blighted expectations.
Now when he is in this state, the Lord begins to commune with him from the mercy seatÂ– he draws him near to his gra
cious self; he begins to open up his word to his apprehension, enlightens the eyes of his understanding, drops some sw
eet promise into his heart, and discovers his truth in its sweetness and blessedness; or by some such operations of his g
raceÂ– for we cannot limit the LordÂ– he has various ways of unfolding his truth to believing heartsÂ– he brings this poo
r, tried, distressed, and exercised soul to look unto him. And the more the soul is enabled to look unto him, the more it s
ees in him his suitability to its wants and woes.
The more we look to the creature, the worse we find it; the more we look to self, the worse we find it; the more we trust i
n man or in one's own self, the greater is the disappointment.
But when we are drawn off from this vain-confidence and enabled by the power of grace to see who and what the Son of
God is, and he is presented to our mind in the word, or in the sweet revelation of his person and work, and the Holy Spiri
t is pleased to take of the things of Christ and show them unto us, and raise up a living faith in our soul, then we begin to
see and feel how worthy he is of our confidence. We see his glorious PersonÂ– Immanuel, God with usÂ– and all the gl
ory of God shining forth in his most beautiful and blessed countenance; and this draws forth faith and love. And we see f
rom time to time what a wondrous work he came to do, and how he did it completely. We are led to see how he came to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself; to make reconciliation for iniquity; to bring in an everlasting righteousness, and t
o do the whole will of God. And we find as we look unto him, trust in him, and cast the weight of our weary souls upon hi
m, there is a stay, there is a support, there is an encouragement which we could never have found anywhere else.
We have tried the creature, and the more we leaned upon the creature, the weaker it was. But when we are brought off t
he creature and begin to lean upon the Lord, he honors that faith by showing us what a strong foundation is laid in his P
erson and work. Thus he sweetly draws us and encourages us by his alluring grace to come out of our miserable selves,
in which there is nothing but confusion and disappointment, and bondage, sin, and misery, and to come to him and find r
est and peace. And as we find the benefit and blessing of so doing, and God's face begins to shine as the face of the Fa
ther in Christ Jesus, and the Holy Spirit helps our infirmities, then we begin to see what a suitable object of faith, this dea
r Son of God is; and the more we believe in him, the sweeter we find him; and the more he draws forth faith upon his glo
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rious person and work, the more darkness is dispelled from the mind, the more bondage is loosened from the spirit, and
the more peace and consolation are felt in the soul. This is trusting in the Lord. "Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lor
d."
Now these lessons are taught us, that we might ever make the Lord our trust. Until we have had some discovery of this
nature, some bringing near of the person and work of ChristÂ– some sweet teaching to make him known and precious, s
ome revelation of his person, blood, and work, there is no trust in himÂ– eternal matters are so at an uncertainty. But wh
en he has made himself known and precious, then he teaches us by these things to trust in him.
Now he is determined to make us trust in him at all times and all seasons; because he won't continue these sweet feelin
gs, nor ever indulge the soul by setting it at rest. But he will teach us to trust in him when we cannot see these manifesta
tions. And thus it may be, he will bring upon us some trial in providence, or some affliction in the family, or some circums
tance in grace that shall very much try the mind.
Now, perhaps, we are losing sight of Jesus, our best Friend by this time, and through unbelief and weakness, and the fe
rmenting infidelity of our wretched heart, beginning again to trust in self and make flesh our arm. And what is the conseq
uence? The Lord does not appear, and we get into bondage, confusion, and misery. Now the Lord has to teach us to tru
st in him, and therefore he will bring those things upon us whereby we shall have reason to trust him. If in providence we
go to a friend for help and find that help withheld; or if, trusting in our own strength, we find it but weakness, our plans all
disappointed, our finest schemes all turned upside downÂ– what are we to do? Trust in the Lord! for all this is meant to b
ring us out of self-confidence, and leaning upon an arm of flesh, to trust in the Lord, and look to himÂ– and him alone.
So it is in grace. It is easy to believe when the Lord is present; easy to walk upon the water when he upholds; but how ar
e we in a storm? How do we get on when circumstances threaten, and conscience accuses, and temptations of various
kinds start upÂ– some to draw aside, and some to alarm and threaten? Why, like Peter, we begin to sink into the water.
Now the Lord will teach us still to trustÂ– not to live by sense nor sight, but to live by faith in the Son of GodÂ– to trust hi
m in the dark; to look unto him, because there is nobody else that can do us any good; to hang upon him, because look
where we will, all is darkness, confusion, guilt, and bondage, except in him and through him.
And thus, sometimes from sheer necessity, having no other refuge, driven out of all other hope, and having no other hel
pÂ– from sheer necessity, as in the case of Esther when she went to the kingÂ– from sheer necessity, having nobody el
se to look to, we are taught sometimes to trust in the Lord. And we shall always find, sooner or later, if we trust in the Lor
d and do not trust in ourselvesÂ– if we do not make flesh our arm, God will honor that faith and crown that trust with his
manifested approbation. Therefore, "Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord!"
And is there not everything in the Lord to draw forth this trust? Look at his power. "All power is given unto him in heaven
and in earth." O what almighty power! Where can we find power in any body else?Â– power in ourselves or power in a fri
end? All their strength is weakness when it comes to the point; all their help, when it comes to the push, fails and is brok
en. The Lord has all power, both in providence and in grace, "The silver and the gold are his, and the cattle on a thousan
d hills." He has but to speak and it is done.
So in graceÂ– who can speak peace to a troubled conscience but he? Who can take a load of guilt off the mind but he?
Who can calm anxious fears but he? Who can pardon sin, forgive iniquity, heal backsliding, cast all our transgressions in
to the depths of the sea, and reveal a sense of mercy and love, but he? Thus we see he has all power; and when we ca
n behold by the eye of faith the heights, lengths, depths, and breadths of his dying love, and see that those whom he lov
es, he loves unto the endÂ– that he never will leave nor forsake the objects of his eternal mercyÂ– this draws forth out o
f the heart a trust in him, a looking once more, as Jonah looked in the whale's bellyÂ– a looking once more to him, even
from the very ends of the earth. Now this is a blessed man, who has the approbation of God upon him, and sometimes a
sweet testimony of God himself in his conscience.
But it is said further of such a man, that "the Lord is his HOPE"Â– not "in the Lord," but the Lord himself is his hope; bec
ause he is the hope of Israel. And he is worthy of that hope. Wherever there is trust, there will be hope, because hope is
connected with trust, grows out of it, and is the fruit of it. And it is this hope that encourages the soul still to go on seekin
g his face, pleading his word, and looking to him for a fulfillment in answer to prayer. When trust begins to droop, hope d
roops with it; as faith becomes weak in the soul, hope also languishes. But as faith is drawn forth into living exercise, an
d with faith comes trust, then hope lifts up its head as a co-worker with faith and love, and strengthens itself in the Lord,
as David did.
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Hope is compared to an anchor, sure and steadfast, entering within the veil; and it takes firm hold of the Son of God as a
n intercessor and mediator between God and man. And thus the Lord becomes our hope. The man who has this hope a
nd who trusts in the Lord, is pronounced to be blessed. And though his hope may coexist with many doubts and fears, m
any temptations and trials, many sinkings and givings wayÂ– for an anchor is only of use in a stormÂ– yet still, the Lord
being his hope, he will ride out the gale; his ship shall not drive upon the rocks, but in due time it shall enter the harbor of
eternal rest. This is the man whom God has pronounced blessed!

II. The COMPARISONÂ– that such a man resembles "a tree planted by the waters, and that spreads out her roots by th
e river." The Lord has given us a very striking figure, which I shall now endeavor, with God's blessing, to open up. In tho
se hot eastern climates, trees cannot live or bear fruit except on mountain slopes, or else when planted by rivers; for the
power of the sun is so intense, the atmosphere so dry, and the drought so lasting that a tree withers and dies away for la
ck of water and nutriment. The heath may stand it in the wilderness, but the tree would die under the drought that lets th
e heath live. Therefore, this man whom the Lord has blessed, is compared to a tree planted by the waters.
By these waters we may understand the teachings, testimonies, operations, work, and witness of the blessed Spirit, wat
er being often in Scripture a type and figure of the Holy Spirit in his divine operations in the hearts of God's saints. And t
o be planted by the waters is to be brought into contact with the operations and influences, teaching and testimony of thi
s holy and blessed Comforter. God plants his people by these waters that they may irrigate, so to speak, the roots of thei
r religion; that they may not dry up, wither away, and become fruitless and worthless; but be so planted by the waters of
God's grace in the operations of the Holy Spirit as to keep their leaf green, make the stem grow, cause the blossom to c
ome out on the boughs, and in due time the branch to bear fruit.
And perhaps we may consider the ordinances of God's houseÂ– the operations of his grace under a preached word, the
teaching of the Holy Spirit privately in the soul, and his blessed intercession in the heart at the throne of grace, as conne
cted with these waters. It is a very blessed thing to be brought where the waters flow with any measure of purity and cle
arness; to be brought into contact with a gospel ministry, so that the power of God's word in the ministry may water your
religion; keep your soul alive in the things of God; strengthen your faith, hope, and love; confirm the good work of God in
you; bring forth the verdant leaf of profession, and crown it with gospel fruit. And as the people of God delight in the wate
rs, as being so salutary and so refreshing, as they love their gentle murmur, and delight in the coolness and refreshment
derived from them, they will bring themselves, and with themselves their religion, to these waters, that they may derive fr
om them the nutriment that God has put into them.
It is because these waters, like Shiloh's stream, flow so gently and so stilly, that the Lord's people come from time to tim
e to the house of God to get their souls refreshed by the word, read the Scriptures in private, fall upon their bended knee
before the throne of grace, and seek the Lord according to his own wordÂ– "Ask and you shall receive; seek and you sh
all find." And there, now and then, these waters will gently flow into their souls, and it will be found that they gently bathe
the roots of their religion so that it shall not wither and come to nothingÂ– but be maintained in their soul with some degr
ee of strength and verdure.
We further read that this tree spreads out her roots by the river. This river is considered to be the river John speaks of, a
nd which he saw in vision; the river of the water of life. And Ezekiel saw it issuing out of the Temple. It is the river of life a
nd love. And as it is a goodly tree the Lord has planted by the waters, it has rootsÂ– roots of faith and hope and love; an
d these roots are very much in love with this river, because it contains the waters of life and love which irrigate these roo
ts, mount up through the rootlets into the branch, and make it green and verdant. The tree spreads out her roots to the ri
ver that it may suck up all the nutriment it can; for it finds there is such blessedness in having such a river of life and love
flowing by it, and such blessedness in having roots that can dip into this river and draw life and love out of it into the soul
, so as to fill it with all joy and peace in believing. It is never satisfied except its roots can get into the river of life and love
and draw life and love out of it.
When the river seems to flow scanty and low, the roots seem to dry up for lack of contact with the river; and if the roots b
egin to dry up, everything suffers in the tree; because the source of nutriment being cut off through the withering of the r
oot, there is no life or love drawn up from the river into the soul, to spread itself over every spiritual faculty, as the water
of the river spreads itself over the literal tree. And thus these roots take great delight in the river, because they find in the
river a suitable nutriment; it being designed for that purpose and flowing out of the throne of God and the Lamb, to give li
fe to this tree and maintain it in verdure and being.
There are times and seasons, and many such in the soul, when this river does not seem to flow into the rootsÂ– and we
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find the misery of it. Darkness, deadness, coldness, bondage, worldly-mindedness all creep in; and we find there is som
ething wrongÂ– some gracious influence suspended, some communication apparently cut off, something lacking in our r
eligion that we cannot supply, but which has to be supplied by the river of life and love. And thus as the work is God's, a
nd not our own; as he who has begun, carries on; as he who gave the river, gave the roots; as he who gave the roots, g
ave the tree from which those roots spring; and as that tree is under his special blessing, as a tree of righteousness that
his own right hand has plantedÂ– he will take care that in due time the river of life and love shall once more flowÂ– the r
oots shall once more dip into it, once more draw nutriment out of itÂ– it shall once more feed faith, hope, and love, and o
nce more the tree shall be manifested as a tree of righteousness.

III. And now to our third pointÂ– what is the FRUIT and consequence of this?
1. "He shall not see when heat comes." Here he is contrasted with the man under the curseÂ– he was not to see when g
ood came. He saw no good, because no good was needed; and when good came to others, good came not to him, beca
use he was under the curse of God as trusting in man.
Now take the contrastÂ– another man is under the blessing of God. The Lord has thoughts of peace, mercy, and love to
ward him. He has pronounced him blessed, and he goes on to ratify this blessing by giving him good which he did not gi
ve to the other. And as when good came to others, good came not to the man under the curse, because he trusted in m
an; so when heat comes to others, heat does not come to the man who trusts in the Lord, or rather the consequences; f
or heat may come without the consequences. The heat that withers, dries up, and brings to nothing all other religion, all
other hopes, and all other confidence, does not affect this man under the blessing of God, for he has a 'spiritual religion'
Â– the roots of which are in the river. And, therefore, when the heat comes it dries up all religion whose roots are not in t
he river; but it makes that thrive all the more which is fed by the river of life and love. Instead of withering and drying up
his religion, acting together with the river of life and love, the heat only makes it more fruitful.
As in the man under the curse, good comes to others, not to him; so in the man under the blessing, heat comes to other
s to burn and dry them up; but it does not come to him to burn and dry him up, because his roots are in the river. If you t
ook two trees, and planted one where there was no water, and planted the other by the riverside in a hot country, the tre
e planted where there was no water would sooner or later wither and die; but the tree planted by the rivers of water woul
d not wither and die, because the river flows by, to keep it alive and make it fruitful.
Temptation may be compared to heat. "Look not upon me, because I am black." (Canticles 1:6.) The burning sun of tem
ptation withers up everybody's religion but his who is planted by the rivers of water; sooner or later, all 'mere profession'
dries up and withers except that which is of the operation of God. But God takes care that neither the profession nor the
possession of the religion which he gives shall dry up and wither, because he takes the tree of righteousness with his ow
n hand, and plants that tree by the rivers of water; and he keeps his work upon the soul alive by enabling it to draw up th
rough its roots nutriment to maintain it in vigor, and make it fruitful in every good word and work.
2. "Her leaf shall be green." It is a very blessed thing for the live profession to have a green leaf. How many once appare
ntly green leaves have become brown and withered and almost ready to fall off. Is your leaf green? How does your profe
ssion appear before others? Do your families see greenness in your leaf? Do the members of the church that you are co
nnected with see that your leaf still is green? And those among whom your daily business lies, do they look to your profe
ssion and see it all withered, and brown, and dry, like a tree in autumn, before the leaves fall; or do they see a verdure a
nd greenness about your profession that commends itself to their conscience?
Now you never can maintain the leaf in any degree of greenness or verdure, unless the roots of your religion are in cont
act with the river of life and love. Your leaf is sure to get speckled, spotted, brown, and withered, unless this blessed rive
r of life and love mounts up through the roots, fills it with sap and juice, banishes the dryness that would creep over it, an
d makes it green and verdant.
It is a blessed thing, and one might almost say a rare thing, for man or woman, after many years of profession, still to sta
nd in the house of the Lord and the courts of our God with a green leaf. Many seemed in times past to have green leave
sÂ– where are they? Their leaf has become withered, their profession dry, and they have been like the chaff which the w
ind has driven away. If your profession stands for a single day with any degree of verdure and greenness upon it, and is
not spotted and speckled or become brown and dryÂ– it is only because there is a river of life and love that bathes the r
oots of your religion.
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3. "And shall not be careful in the year of drought, neither shall cease from yielding fruit." "Careful" means worried as to t
he consequences of the year of drought. Last year was a year of droughtÂ– then we felt the need of water. When the sp
rings are low, the brooks dried up, and the rain ceases to fall, we soon see the consequence upon the parched soil. Tho
ugh this may not apply to the present yearÂ– we have had already so much wet and coldÂ– yet were the hot, dry weath
er long continued, we might suffer from a year of drought now as we suffered last year.
But this godly man is said not to be worried in the year of drought, because he does not depend only upon the rain from
heaven, but upon the river which flows byÂ– the river of life and love. Therefore, he is not so worried in the year of droug
ht, lest the leaf withers and the fruit drops off, and he be thrown out of the vineyard as a withered stumpÂ– because he k
nows that there is this blessed river of life and love, the power of which is felt in his soulÂ– and while this river runs and
his religion dips its roots into it, the year of drought will not utterly consume him. He may languish, as we may languish,
under the burning heat; the branches may decline; there may be a temporary effect come over the whole tree. But still it
will be protected more or less, by the river of life and love, so that it shall not be utterly burnt up.
4. "Neither shall cease from yielding fruit." God looks for fruit. According to the parable, the owner of the vineyard came
every year looking for fruit. Our Lord came to the fig tree expecting to find fruit. "Every branch in me that bears no fruit, h
e takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, he prunes it, that it may bring forth more fruit." (John 15:2) Now we neve
r can bear fruit by trusting to an arm of flesh, or leaning upon our own doings and duties. To lean upon an arm of flesh, b
rings us away from the river of life and love.
But when we can (to refer to the beginning of our text) trust in the Lord, and have the Lord for our hope, and then feel so
me flowing in of the river of life and love, then there will be a bearing fruit; and the bearing of this fruit will prove the good
ness of the tree, the goodness of him who planted the tree, the blessedness of the river that waters the roots of the tree,
and the certainty that the whole is under the blessing of God.
But into what a narrow compass this brings most people's religion! How it cuts down thousands as if with the heavy strok
es of a broadsword. Take all those with a religious profession, or without of a professionÂ– who make flesh their arm an
d trust in themselves, and see how the curse of God is upon them, and what a sweeping of all these there is, into destru
ction.
Now take the reverse. Fix your eye upon those whom God has blessed, and ask yourself how many you know, and whet
her you are one of those, who have been brought by the work and witness of the Holy Spirit in the heart, to trust in the L
ord and to make the Lord your hope. And look and see how far your religion stands not in the wisdom of man, but in the
power of God; and if it has a root to it; and if these roots of your religion are fed and nurtured by being planted by the wat
ers, and sustained, and fed, and nourished by the river of life and love.
You may receive these things or reject them; pronounce them as "mere babblings of narrow-minded, bigoted men," or re
ceive them as common truths on the testimony of God's word. But if my preaching, whether it be true or false, comes sh
ort or not of the realityÂ– it can never alter God's testimony. He has recorded it with a "Thus says the Lord." Those who
m he has cursed must be cursed, whatever blessing man may pronounce upon them; and those whom God has blessed
will remain blessed, whatever curse man may denounce against them.
We must stand in one of those two positionsÂ– under the curse or under the blessingÂ– we must be under God's disple
asure or under his approbation. And therefore those who are anxious about their souls and want matters right between
God and conscience, will be led from time to time to examine these matters in the light of divine teaching, and weigh the
m up in the balance of the sanctuary, that they may come to some clear understanding how they stand for eternity. And
O, if they can find themselves under the blessing of the Lord, what a theme for gratitude, what a debt of endless praise
will flow from their lipsÂ– that the kind and merciful Redeemer has had pity upon them and blessed them with every spiri
tual blessingÂ– and it will be their happy lot to bless him who blessed them, and put his rightful crown upon him!
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Re: He who eats the grapes of Sodom - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/6 9:52
Holy shuddering!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"Horror grips me because of the wicked, who have forsaken Your law!" Psalm 119:53
My soul, do you feel this holy shuddering at the sins of others? If not, you lack inward holiness. David's cheeks were wet
with rivers of waters, because of prevailing unholiness. Jeremiah desired eyes like fountains, that he might lament the ini
quities of Israel. Lot, a righteous man, was distressed all the immorality and wickedness around him. Those upon whom
the mark was set in Ezekiel's vision, were those who sighed and cried because of the abominations of Jerusalem.
It cannot but grieve gracious souls--to see what pains men take to go to Hell. They know the evil of sin experimentally, a
nd they are alarmed to see others flying like moths into its blaze!
Sin makes the righteous shudder, because it violates God's holy law, which is to every man's highest interest to keep. Si
n pulls down the pillars of the society!
Sin in others horrifies a believer, because it puts him in mind of the vileness of his own heart. When he sees a heinous si
nner, he cries, "He fell today--and, but for God's grace--I may fall tomorrow!"
Sin is horrible to a believer, because it crucified his Savior! He sees in every iniquity--the nails and the spear! How can a
saved soul behold that cursed kill-Christ sin--without abhorrence?
Say, my heart--do you sensibly join in all this? It is an awful thing to insult God to His face. The good God deserves bette
r treatment; the great God claims it; the just God will have it--or repay His adversary to his face!
An awakened heart trembles at the audacity of sin--and stands alarmed at the contemplation of its punishment. How mo
nstrous a thing is sin! How direful a doom is prepared for the ungodly!
My soul, never laugh at sin's fooleries--lest you come to smile at sin itself! Sin is your Lord's enemy, and your enemy--vi
ew it with detestation, for only so, can you evidence the possession of holiness, without which no man can see the Lord.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/6 21:38
You say you want to be like Christ
You say you want to be like Christ. You pray
to Him to imprint His own image on your heart.
The monks thought that they were like Christ,
when they went into the wilderness, away from
men, to live in cold cells or caves.
But "to serve"Â—that is the Christ-like thing.
Instead of fleeing away from menÂ—we are to
live among men, to serve them, to live for them,
or seek to bless them, to do good, to give our
lives. "The Son of Man did not come to be served,
but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for
many." Matthew 20:28
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/6 23:54
The diamonds of heaven!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"BeholdÂ—he prays!" Acts 9:11
Prayers are instantly noticed in heaven. The moment Saul began to prayÂ—the Lord heard him. Here is comfort for the
distressed, but praying soul. Oftentimes a poor broken-hearted one bends his kneeÂ—but can only utter his wailing in th
e language of sighs and tears. Yet that groan has made all the harps of heaven thrill with music; that tear has been caug
ht by God and treasured in the lachrymatory of heaven. "You put all my tears into Your bottle," implies that they are caug
htÂ—as they flow!
The suppliant, who can only groan out his words, will be well understood by the Most High God. He may only look up wit
h misty eye; but prayer is the falling of a tear! Tears are the diamonds of heaven! Sighs are a part of the music of Jehov
ah's court, and are numbered with the most sublime strains which reach the majesty on high!
Do not think that your prayer, however weak or tremblingÂ—will be unregarded. Our God not only hears prayerÂ—but al
so loves to hear it. "He does not forget the cry of the humble." True, He does not regard proud looks and lofty words. He
has no concern for the pomp and pageantry of kings. He does not listen not to the swell of martial music. He has no reg
ard the triumph and pride of man. But wherever there is . . .
a heart full with godly sorrow,
or a lip quivering with agony,
or a deep groan,
or a penitential sigh
Â—the heart of Jehovah is open! He marks that prayer down in the registry of His memory! He puts our prayers, like ros
e leavesÂ—between the pages of His book of remembrance; and when the volume is opened at last, there shall be a pr
ecious fragrance springing up therefrom!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/8 5:07
Petty wars over abstruse points and unimportant questions
(Charles Spurgeon)
"Be careful to devote yourself to good works." Titus 3:8
"Avoid foolish questions." Titus 3:9
Our days are few, and are far better spent in devoting ourselves to good works, than in disputing over matters which are,
at best, of minor importance. Incessant discussion of subjects of no practical value, do a world of mischief. Our churches
suffer much from petty wars over abstruse points and unimportant questions. After everything has been said that can be
saidÂ—neither party is any the wiser! Therefore, the discussion no more promotes knowledge, than love! It is foolish to s
ow in so barren a field.
Questions upon . . .
points wherein Scripture is silent;
mysteries which belong to God alone;
prophecies of doubtful interpretation;
modes of observing mere human ceremonies
Â—are all foolish! Wise men will avoid them! Our business is neither to ask nor answer foolish questionsÂ—but to avoid
them altogether! If we observe the apostle's precept to be careful to devote ourselves to good worksÂ—we shall find our
selves far too much occupied with profitable businessÂ—to take much interest in unworthy, contentious, and needless st
rivings!
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There are, however, some questions which are the reverse of foolishÂ—which we must not avoidÂ—but fairly and hone
stly answer, such as these:
Am I growing in grace and Christ-likeness?
Does my life adorn the doctrine of my Savior?
What more can I do for Jesus?
Such inquiries as these, urgently demand our attention!
If we have been at all given to arguing and disputing, let us now turn to a service so much more profitable. Let us endea
vor to lead others, both by our precept and example, to "avoid foolish questions."

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/8 8:39
Having nothingÂ—possessing everything
"KnownÂ—yet regarded as unknown;
dyingÂ—and yet we live on;
beatenÂ—and yet not killed;
sorrowfulÂ—yet always rejoicing;
poorÂ—yet making many rich;
having nothingÂ—and yet possessing everything."
2 Corinthians 6:9-10

The Christian is a paradox. Because he has Christ, he
has the unsearchable riches of Christ. Believers . . .
have full and free forgiveness of all their sins;
are fully accepted in the Beloved;
are clothed in Christ's spotless righteousness;
are adopted into the family of God;
have a perfect title to heaven through Christ;
have God for their Father,
have Christ for their Savior,
have the Holy Spirit for their Comforter,
have heaven for their home;
shall be like Christ and with Christ forever;
shall inherit all things;
are sure of ultimate victory over . . .
sins,
the world,
the flesh,
the devil,
all sorrow,
death,
hell.
http://blogs.myspace.com/chandru777
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/9 2:38
We must be wedded to the Leah of real holiness
(Charles Spurgeon)
"Laban repliedÂ—It is not our custom here, to give the younger daughter in marriage before the older one." Genesis 29:
26
We do not excuse Laban for his dishonestyÂ—but we desire to learn from the custom which he quoted as his excuse. T
here are some things which must be taken in order; and if we would win the secondÂ—we must secure the first. The sec
ond may be the more desirable in our eyesÂ—but the rule of the heavenly country must standÂ—the elder must be marr
ied first.
For instance, many men desire the beautiful Rachel of joy and peaceÂ—but they must first be wedded to the bleary-eye
d Leah of repentance. Everyone falls in love with happiness, and many would cheerfully serve twice seven years to enjo
y it. But according to the rule of the Lord's kingdomÂ—we must be wedded to the Leah of real holinessÂ—before the Ra
chel of true happiness can be gained.
Heaven is not firstÂ—but second; and only by persevering to the end, can we enter into it.

The cross must be carriedÂ—before the crown can be worn!

We must follow our Lord in His sufferingsÂ—or we shall never rest with Him in glory.
Dear heart, are you so vain as to hope to break through this heavenly rule? Do you hope for reward without laborÂ—or h
onor without toil? Dismiss the idle expectation! Be content to take the difficult thingsÂ—for the sake of the sweet love of
Jesus, which will recompense you for all. In such a spirit, laboring and suffering, you will find that bitters grow sweetÂ—a
nd that hard things grow easy. Like Jacob, your years of service will seem unto you but a few daysÂ—for the love which
you have to Jesus. And when the dear hour of the wedding feast shall comeÂ—all your toils shall be as though they had
never been! An hour with JesusÂ—will make amends for ages of pain and labor!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/10 6:16
This was his final verdict!
(Charles Spurgeon)
"Behold, all is vanity!" Ecclesiastes 1:14
Nothing can fully satisfy a personÂ—but the Lord's love and the Lord's own self. Christians have tried other pursuitsÂ—b
ut they have been driven out of such fatal refuges.
Solomon, the wisest of men, was permitted to make experiments for us all; and to do for usÂ—what we must not dare to
do for ourselves. Here is his testimony in his own words, "So I became greater by far than anyone in Jerusalem before
me. I denied myself nothing my eyes desired. I refused my heart no pleasure. Yet when I surveyed all that my hands ha
d done and what I had toiled to achieve, everything was meaningless, a chasing after the wind! Nothing was gained und
er the sun!" "Meaningless! Meaningless!" says the Teacher. "Utterly meaningless! Everything is meaningless!"
What! Is the whole of it meaningless? O favored monarchÂ—is there nothing in all your wealth? Nothing in that wide do
minion reaching from the river even to the sea? Nothing in your glorious palaces? Is there nothingÂ—in all your music a
nd dancing, and wine and luxury? "Nothing!" he says, "but a chasing after the wind!" This was his final verdictÂ—after he
had trodden the whole round of pleasure.
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To embrace our Lord Jesus, to dwell in His love, and be fully assured of union with HimÂ—this is all in all. Dear reader,
you need not try other forms of pleasure in order to see whether they are better than Christ. If you roam the whole world
Â—you will see no sights like a sight of the Savior's face! If you could have all the comforts of lifeÂ—without the Savior,
you would be most wretched. But if you possess ChristÂ—though you should you rot in a dungeonÂ—you would find it a
paradise! Though you should you live in obscurity, or die with famineÂ—yet you would be satisfied with the favor and go
odness of the Lord!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/10 21:04
Secretly, quietly, insidiously, plausibly
(J. C. Ryle, "Pharisees and Sadducees")

"Watch out for false prophets! They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves!" Matthew 7:
15
"For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for Satan him
self masquerades as an angel of light!" 2 Corinthians 11:13-14
False doctrine does not meet us face to face, and proclaim that it is false. It does not blow a trumpet before it, and ende
avor openly to turn us away from the truth as it is in Jesus. It does not come before us in broad day, and summon us to s
urrender. It approaches us secretly, quietly, insidiously, plausibly, and in such a way as to disarm our suspicion, and thro
w us off our guard. It is the wolf in sheep's clothing, and Satan in the garb of an angel of lightÂ—who have always prove
d the most dangerous foes of the church of Christ.
Let us be on our guard against the "insidiousness" of false doctrine. Like the fruit of which Eve and Adam ateÂ—at first s
ight it looks pleasant and good, and a thing to be desired. "Poison" is not written upon it, and so people are not afraid. Li
ke counterfeit coin, it is not stamped "bad." It passes for the real thing, because of the very likeness it bears to the truth.
Let us be on our guard against the "very small beginnings" of false doctrine. Every heresy began at one time, with some
little departure from the truth. There is only "a little seed of error" needed to create "a great tree of heresy!" It is the little s
tones, which make up the mighty building. It was the little pieces of lumber, which made the great ark that carried Noah
and his family over a deluged world. It is the little leaven, which infiltrated the whole lump. It is the little flaw in one link of
the chain cable, which wrecks the gallant ship, and drowns the crew. It is the omission or addition of one little item in the
doctor's prescription, which spoils the whole medicine, and turns it into poison!
Let us never allow a little false doctrine to ruin us, by thinking it is "but a little one," and can do us no harm.
There are three things which we never ought to trifle with:
a little poison,
a little sin, and
a little false doctrine.
Let us read the Bible regularly, daily, and with fervent prayer. Let us receive nothing, believe nothing, follow nothingÂ—
which is not in the Bible. Let our rule of faith, our touchstone of all teachingÂ—be the written Word of God. "To the law a
nd to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this Word, it is because there is no light in them." Isaiah 8:20
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/11 6:20
Christ the Cleanser
By Horatius Bonar, 1867

"A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean." John 13:10
This washing of the disciples' feet was one of the last of our Lord's acts on earth, as the servant of his disciples, the serv
ant of sinners. How fully did that towel, and that basin, show that he had "taken upon him the form of a servant," (Phil. 2:
7), and that he had come "not to be ministered untoÂ—but to minister!" This last act of lowly love, is the filling up of his
matchless condescension; it is so simple, so kindly, so expressive; and all the more so, because not referring to positive
need, such as hunger, or thirst, or painÂ—but merely to bodily comfort. Oh, if he is so interested in our commonest comf
orts, such as the washing of our feet, what must he be in our spiritual joys and blessings! How desirous is he, that we sh
ould have peace of soulÂ—and how willing to impart it!
This scene of condescending love is no mere show. It is a reality. And it is a reality for us to copy. Love to the saints; lov
e showing itself in simple acts of quiet, lowly service; service pertaining to common comforts; this is the lesson for us, wh
ich the divine example gives. If He did this, what should we do? "If I your Lord and Master have washed your feet, you al
so ought to wash one another's feet."
But, in the midst of this scene and its lesson, there suddenly rises up a spiritual truth, called forth by Peter's remonstranc
e. The whole transaction is transferred into a type, or symbol, by the Lord himself. The earthlyÂ—all at once rises into th
e heavenly, as he utters these words, "If I wash you notÂ—you have no part in me." It is as if he had lighted up a new st
ar in the blue, or rather withdrawn the cloud that hid a star already kindledÂ—but hindered, in its shining, by an earthly v
eil.
Accepting, then, this spiritual truth as a vital part of the transaction, let us study its full meaning, as thus unveiled to us. T
he words of this tenth verse might be thus translated, or at least paraphrasedÂ—"He who has bathed needs only, after t
hat, to wash his feet; the rest of his person is clean." Here, then, we have first the bathing; and, secondly, the washing.
I. The Bathing. The reference here may be to "the fountain opened for sin and for uncleanness;" in which we are "washe
d from our sins in his own blood" by "Him who loved us" (Rev. 1:5). The bath is the blood, and the bathing is our believin
g. From the moment we bathe, that is, believe, we are personally and legally clean in God's sight; our "bodies are washe
d with pure water" (Heb. 10:20). We may accept the reference here, as being either to the temple, or to the bath. He who
bathes, say in the morning, is clean for the whole day. Our believing is our taking our morning bath. That cleanses our p
ersons; and during all the rest of our earthly day we walk about, as men forgiven and clean; who know that there is no c
ondemnation for them, and that God has removed their sins from them, as far as east is from the west.
Connecting the washing here referred to, with the temple service, the meaning would be thisÂ—We go to the altar and g
et the blood, the symbol of death, sprinkled upon us, implying that we have died the death, and paid the penalty, in him
who died for us. From the altar we go to the laver, and get the blood washed off from our persons, proclaiming that we a
re risen from the dead, and therefore in all respects most thoroughly cleanÂ—"clean every whit,"Â—all over clean in our
persons before God.
This is the bathing; and thus it is that we are cleansed, realizing David's prayer, "Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be cl
ean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than the snow." When I believe in Christ as the fountain, as the altar and the laverÂ
—that is, when I receive God's testimony concerning his precious blood, I am washed. I become clean; as Christ said to
his disciples, "Now are you clean through the word that I have spoken unto you." When I believe in Christ as the righteo
usness, that is, when I receive God's testimony concerning his divine righteousness, I am immediately righteous. When I
receive him as the life, I have life. When I receive him as Redeemer, I am redeemed. When I receive him as the sinner's
surety, I am pardoned; there is no condemnation for me. When I receive him as the dead and risen Christ, I die and rise
again.
Such are the results of this divine bathing. They are present and immediate results. They spring straight from that onene
ss with him in all things into which my believing brings me. As a believing man, I enter upon his fullness; I become parta
ker of his riches; and so identified with himself, that his cleanness is accounted my cleanness, his excellence my excelle
nce, his perfection my perfection. As he was the Lamb without blemish, and without spot, so I am "clean every whit;" and
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to me, as part of the cleansed Bride, the Lamb's wife, it is said, "You are so beautiful, my beloved, so perfect in every pa
rt."
II. The Washing. This is something different from the bathing, and yet there is a likeness between the two things. Both re
fer to forgiveness; or rather, we should say, that the first refers to personal acceptance, the latter to the daily forgiveness
of the accepted one. The washing is, not that of the person's whole bodyÂ—but of the person's feetÂ—those parts whic
h come constantly into contact with the soil and dust of the earth. Considered personally, and as a whole, he is far abov
e the earth, and beyond its pollutions; for he is with Christ in heavenly places. But, considered in parts, his feet may be s
aid to be still upon the earth. In one sense he is "clean every whit," seated with Christ in heaven; in another, he is still a s
inner, walking the earth, and getting his feet constantly soiled with its dust, or "thick clay." Our Lord here speaks of the w
ashing in reference to this latter condition; and contrasts the continual washingÂ—with the one bathing. He contrasts the
daily pardons, upon confessionÂ—with the one acceptance, in believing; an acceptance with which nothing can interfere
. With the sense of acceptance, we may say that many things can and do interfere; but with the acceptance itself, nothin
g can, either within or without, either in heaven or on earth.
The person who is bathed, is exposed after coming from the bath, to constant soiling of his feet; but that is all. His perso
n remains clean. The priest who has washed at the laver, is constantly getting his feet soiled with the dust of the temple
pavement, or with the clotted blood which adheres to it. But this does not affect his person. That remains clean. So is it
with the believing man. Personally accepted, and delivered from condemnation, he is every moment contracting some n
ew stain, some defilement which needs washing. But this defilement does not affect his personal forgiveness, and ought
not to lead him into doubt as to his acceptance. He himself is clean, through his reception of the word spoken to him by
his Lord and Master; and he goes about the removal of his ever-recurring sins, as one who knows this. He betakes hims
elf to Christ for the hourly removal of his sins, as one who has tasted that the Lord is gracious; he comes for the washing
of his feetÂ—to him who has already bathed his person.
It is this distinction between the "bathing" and the "washing" that meets the difficulty felt by some, as to a believer consta
ntly seeking pardon. He who has bathed, needs only to wash his feet. He who has been accepted in the beloved, has no
t daily to go and plead for acceptance, nor to do or say anything which implies that the condemnation, from which he has
been delivered, has returned; but he has to mourn over, to confess, to seek forgiveness for daily sins. The two states ar
e quite distinct, yet quite consistent with each other. The complete acceptance of the believing man does not prevent his
sinning, nor do away with the constant need of new pardons for his sins; and the recurrence of sin does not cancel his a
cceptance, nor is the obtaining of new pardons at variance with his standing as a forgiven man.
It is this distinction which answers a question often raised, "Are all our sins, future as well as past, forgiven the moment
we believe?" In one sense they are; for from the time of our believing, we are treated by God as forgiven men, and nothi
ng can interfere with this. But in another they are not; for, strictly speaking, no sin can be actually forgiven until it exists, j
ust as no one can be raised up until he actually falls, and as we cannot wash off the soil from our feet until it is on them.
That God should treat his saints as forgiven ones, and yet that he should be constantly forgiving, are two things quite co
mpatibleÂ—and the "bathing and washing" of our text, furnish an excellent illustration of their consistency. All such quest
ions have two sides, a divine and a human one. The mixing up of these two, or the ascribing to the one what belongs to t
he other, confuses and perplexes. The keeping of them separate makes all clear. With the divine side God has to do, wit
h the human we have to do. Eternal forgiveness is God's purposeÂ—daily forgiveness is our enjoyment and privilege.
We are apt to get into confusion here, and to feel as if our daily sins did interfere with our acceptance, and ought, for the
time, to destroy our consciousness, or assurance of acceptance. Our Lord's words here clear up this difficulty, and rectif
y this mistake. "A person who has bathed all over does not need to wash, except for the feet, to be entirely clean." Our s
tate of "no condemnation," is one which our daily sins cannot touch. These sins need constant washing; but that does no
t affect the great truth of our personal cleanness in the sight of God, our having found grace in the eyes of the Lord. To s
uppose that it could do so, would be to misunderstand our Lord's distinction between the bathing and the washing.
Let us learn, then, how to deal with our daily sins, in consistency with this distinction. Suppose I sinÂ—suppose I get ang
ry; shall I conclude that I have never been accepted by God, or that this sin has thrown me out of acceptance? No! But h
olding fast my acceptance, I go and confess my anger to the Master. Suppose I allow the world to come in, and perhaps
for days I become cold, and prayerless; shall I say, Ah, I have never been a forgiven man? or, This has broken up the re
conciliation? No! but, undisturbed in my consciousness of pardon and reconciliation, I simply take my worldliness, my col
dness, my prayerlessness to God. I go and wash my feet as often as they need it, and that is every moment; but, in doin
g so, I never lose sight of the blessed fact, that I have bathed, and that as nothing can alter this fact, so nothing can inval
idate its effects. It abides unchanged. Once bathedÂ—then bathed forever!
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Shall we sin, then, because grace abounds? Shall we soil our feet because our cleansing has been so perfect, and beca
use the washing is so easy? No! How shall we who are dead to sin, live any longer therein? So far from being now in a
more favorable position for committing sin, we are placed in one which, of all others, is the most effectual for delivering u
s from it. The conscious completeness of the pardon is God's preservative from sin; and it is the best, the most effectual
preservative. There is none like it. It is the source of our power against sin, and for holiness. Without this, progress in go
odness, freedom in service, and success in labor are all impossible.
The bathing and the washing are, both of them, God's protests against sin; and, if understood aright, would be our most
effectual safeguards. They come to us like Christ's words to the woman, "Neither do I condemn youÂ—go and sin no mo
re." And what more likely to deepen our hatred of sin, than this necessary communion with our holy Master, in the recept
ion of constant forgivenesses from his priestly hands. The more that we have to do with Him, the more are we sure to be
come like him; nor is anything more fitted to make us ashamed of our sins, than our being compelled to bring them const
antly, and to bring them all, small and great, for pardon to HIMSELF.
It is thus that the Highest stoops to the lowest, and discharges toward them the offices of happy affection and considerat
e sympathy in the most menial things of life. Shall we not imitate his love, and by our daily acts of kindly service to our fe
llow-saints, knit together the members of the blessed household? However great in rank, or riches, or learningÂ—shall w
e not stoop? "High in high places, gentle in our own." Shall we not thus win love? Not so much to ourselves, as to the be
loved One; showing his meekness in ours, his gentleness in ours, his lowliness in ours, his patience in ours; thus melting
hearts that would not otherwise be melted, and winning affections that would not otherwise be won. "For as He is, so are
we in this world."

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/11 23:13
Just give me Jesus!
(Anne Lotz)
He is enduringly strong.
He is entirely sincere.
He is eternally steadfast.
He is immortally gracious.
He is imperially powerful.
He is impartially merciful.
He is the greatest phenomena that has
ever crossed the horizon of the globe.
He is God's Son.
He is the sinner's Savior.
He is the captive's ransom.
He is the breath of life.
He is the centerpiece of civilization.
He stands in the solitude of Himself.
He is august, and He is unique.
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He is unparalleled, and He is unprecedented.
He is undisputed, and He is undefiled.
He is unsurpassed, and He is unshakable.
He is the loftiest idea in philosophy.
He is the highest personality in psychology.
He is the supreme subject in literature.
He is the fundamental doctrine of theology.
He is the corner-stone, the cap-stone,
the stumbling-stone of all religion.
He is the miracle of the ages.
Just give me Jesus!

Re: He who eats the grapes of Sodom - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/14 7:07
Your life preaches all the week!
(Robert Murray McCheyne)
A man is what he is on his knees before
God--and nothing more! In great measure,
according to the purity of the instrument,
will be success. It is not great talents which
God blesses--so much as great likeness to
Jesus! A holy minister is a powerful weapon
in the hand of God!
Study universal holiness of life. Your whole
usefulness depends on this; for your sermons
last but an hour or two--but your life preaches
all the week! If Satan can only make a minister
covetous; or a lover of praise, or of pleasure, or
of fine eating--he has ruined your ministry!
"Lord, make me as holy as a pardoned sinner can be!"

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/14 23:01
SECRET SINS

#116, Delivered on February 8, 1857, by C. H. Spurgeon
"Cleanse me from secret faults." Psalm 19:12
Self-righteousness arises partly from pride, but mainly from ignorance of GodÂ’s Law. It is because men know little or no
thing concerning the solemn character of the Divine Law that they foolishly imagine themselves to be righteous. They ar
e not aware of the deep spirituality and the stern severity of the Law or they would have other and wiser notions. Once le
t them know how strictly the Law deals with the thoughtsÂ—how it brings itself to bear upon every emotion of the inner

Page 35/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

manÂ—and there is not one creature beneath GodÂ’s Heaven who would dare to think himself self-righteous in GodÂ’s
sight in virtue of his own deeds and thoughts.
Only let the Law be truly revealed to a man. Let him know how strict the Law is and how infinitely just and his self-righteo
usness will shrivel into nothingÂ—it will become a filthy rag in his sightÂ—whereas before he thought it to be a goodly g
arment. David, having seen GodÂ’s Law and having praised it in this Psalm, which I have read in your hearing, is brough
t by reflecting on its excellency, to utter this thought, "Who can understand his errors?" and then to offer this prayer, "Cle
anse me from secret faults."
In the Lateran Council of the Church of Rome, a decree was passed that every true believer must confess his sins, all of
them, once each year to a priest and they affixed to it this declarationÂ—that there is no hope of pardon but in complyin
g with that decree. What can equal the absurdity of such a decree as that? Do they suppose that they can tell their sins
as easily as they can count their fingers? Why, if we could receive pardon for all our sins by telling every sin we have co
mmitted in one hour, there is not one of us who would be able to enter Heaven.
Besides the sins that are known to us and that we may be able to confess, there are a vast mass of sins which are as tru
ly sins as those which we do observe but which are secret and come not beneath our eyes. Oh if we had eyes like those
of God, we would think very differently of ourselves. The sins that we see and confess are but like the farmerÂ’s small s
amples which he brings to market when he has left his granary full at home. We have but a very few sins which we can
observe and detect, compared with those which are hidden to ourselves and unseen by our fellow creatures.
I doubt not it is true of all of us who are here that in every hour of our existence in which we are active, we commit tens o
f thousands of sins for which conscience has never reproved us because we have never seen them to be wrong, seeing
we have not studied GodÂ’s Laws as we ought to have done. Now be it known to us all that sin is sin, whether we see it
or notÂ—that a sin secret to us is a sin as truly as if we knew it to be a sin, though not so great a sin in the sight of God
as if it had been committed presumptuously, seeing that it lacks the aggravation of willfulness. Let all of us who know ou
r sins offer this prayer after all our confessionsÂ—"Lord, I have confessed as many as I know but I must add an etcetera
after them and say, Â‘Cleanse me from secret faults.Â’ "
That, however, will not be the essence of my sermon this morning. I am going after a certain class of men who have sins
not unknown to themselves but secret to their fellow creatures. Every now and then we turn up a fair stone which lies up
on the green sward of the professing Church, surrounded with the verdure of apparent goodness and to our astonishme
nt we find beneath it all kinds of filthy insects and loathsome reptiles and in our disgust at such hypocrisy, we are driven
to exclaim, "All men are liars. There are none in whom we can put any trust at all."
It is not fair to say so of all, but really, the discoveries which are made of the insincerity of our fellow creatures are enoug
h to make us despise our kind because they can go so far in appearances and yet have so little soundness of heart. To
you, Sirs, who sin secretly and yet make a professionÂ—you who break GodÂ’s Covenants in the dark and wear a mask
of goodness in the light. To you, Sirs, who shut the doors and commit wickedness in secretÂ—to you I shall speak this
morning. O may God also be pleased to speak to you and make you pray this prayerÂ—"Cleanse me from secret faults."
I shall endeavor to urge upon all pretenders present to give up, to renounce, to detest, to hate, to abhor all their secret si
ns. And, first, I shall endeavor to show the folly of secret sins. Secondly, the misery of secret sins. Thirdly, the guilt of se
cret sins. Fourthly, the danger of secret sins and then I shall try to apply some words by way of remedyÂ—that we may
all of us be enabled to avoid secret sins.
I. First, then, the FOLLY of secret sins.
Pretender, you are fair to look upon. Your conduct is outwardly upright, amiable, liberal, generous and Christian. But you
indulge in some sin which the eyes of man have not yet detected. Perhaps it is private drunkenness. You do revile the dr
unkard when he staggers through the street. But you can yourself indulge in the same habit in private. It may be some ot
her lust or vice. It is not for me just now to mention what it is. But, Pretender, we say unto you, you are a fool to think of
harboring a secret sin and you are a fool for this one reasonÂ—that your sin is not a secret sinÂ—it is known and shall o
ne day be revealed. Perhaps very soon.
Your sin is not a secret! The eyes of God have seen it! You have sinned before His face! You have shut the door and dr
awn the curtains and kept out the eye of the sun but GodÂ’s eye pierces through the darkness. The brick walls which sur
rounded you were as transparent as glass to the eye of the Almighty. The darkness which did gird you was as bright as t

Page 36/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

he summerÂ’s noon to the eye of Him who beholds all things. Know you not, O man, that "all things are naked and open
to the eyes of Him with whom we have to do?"
As the priest ran his knife into the entrails of his victim, discovered the heart and liver and what else did lie within, so are
you, O man, seen by God. Cut open by the Almighty, you have no secret chamber where you can hide yourself. You hav
e no dark cellar where you can conceal your soul. Dig deep, yes, deep as Hell but you can not find earth enough upon th
e globe to cover your sin. If you should heap the mountains on its grave, those mountains would tell the tale of what was
buried in their bowels. If you could cast your sin into the sea, a thousand babbling waves would tell the secret out.
There is no hiding it from God. Your sin is photographed in high Heaven! The deed, when it was done, was photographe
d upon the sky and there it shall remain and you shall see yourself one day revealed to the gazing eyes of all men a hyp
ocrite, a pretender, who did sin in fancied secret, observed in all your acts by the all-seeing Jehovah. O what fools men
are, to think they can do anything in secret. This world is like the glass hives wherein bees sometimes workÂ—we look d
own upon them and we see all the operations of the little creatures. So God looks down and sees all our eyes are weak.
We cannot look through the darkness but His eye, like an orb of fire, penetrates the blackness and reads the thought of
man and sees his acts when he thinks himself most concealed.
Oh, it were a thought enough to curb us from all sin, if it were truly applied to usÂ—"You, God, see me!" Stop thief! Drop
that which you have taken! God sees you! No eye of detection of earth has discovered you but GodÂ’s eyes are now loo
king through the clouds upon you. Swearer! Though none at whom you swore heard your oath, God heard it. It entered i
nto the ears of the Lord God of Sabbath. And those who lead a filthy life and yet are respectable among menÂ— your vi
ces are all known.
They are written in GodÂ’s book. He keeps a diary of all your acts. And what will you think on that day when a crowd sha
ll be assembled, compared with which this immense multitude is but a drop in a bucket and God shall read out the story
of your secret life and men and angels shall hear it? Certain I am there are none of us who would like to have all our sec
rets read, especially our secret thoughts. If I should select out of this congregation the most holy man. If I should bring hi
m forward and say, "Now, Sir, I know all your thoughts and am about to tell them," I am sure he would offer me the large
st bribe that he could gather if I would be pleased to conceal at least some of them.
"Tell," he would say, "of my actsÂ—of them I am not ashamed. But do not tell my thoughts and imaginationsÂ—of them I
must ever stand ashamed before God." What, then, Sinner, will be your shame when your private lusts, your closet trans
gressions, your secret crimes shall be heralded from GodÂ’s Throne, proclaimed by His own mouth and with a voice lou
der than a thousand thunders preached in the ears of an assembled world? What will be your terror and confusion then,
when all the deeds you have done shall be proclaimed in the face of the sun, in the ears of all mankind? O renounce the
foolish hope of heresy, for your sin is this day recorded and shall one day be advertised upon the walls of Heaven.
II. In the next place, let us notice the MISERY of secret sins.
Of all sinners the man who makes a profession of religion and yet lives in iniquity is the most miserable. A downright wic
ked man, who takes a glass in his hand and says, "I am a drunkard, I am not ashamed of it," he shall be unutterably mis
erable in worlds to come. But brief though it is, he has his hour of pleasure. A man who curses and swears and says, "T
hat is my habit, I am a profane man," and makes a profession of it, he has, at least, some peace in his soul. But the man
who walks with GodÂ’s minister, who is united with GodÂ’s Church, who comes out before GodÂ’s people and unites wit
h them and then lives in sinÂ—what a miserable existence he must have!
Why, he has a worse existence than the mouse that is in the parlor, running out now and then to pick up the crumbs and
then back again to his hole. Such men must run out now and then to sin. And, oh, how fearful they are to be discovered!
One day, perhaps, their character turns up. With wonderful cunning they manage to conceal and gloss it over but the ne
xt day something else comes and they live in constant fear, telling lie after lie, to make the last lie appear truthfulÂ— add
ing deception to deceptionÂ—in order that they may not be discoveredÂ—
"Oh, Â‘tis a tangled web we weave,
When once we venture to deceive,"
If I must be a wicked man give me the life of a boisterous sinner who sins before the face of day. If I must sin let me not
act as a hypocrite and a coward. Let me not profess to be GodÂ’s and spend my life for the devil. That way of cheating t
he devil is a thing which every honest sinner will be ashamed of. He will say, "If I serve my master I will serve him out an
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d out, I will have no sham about it. If I make a profession, I will carry it out but if I do not, if I live in sin, I am not going to
gloss it over by cant and hypocrisy." One thing which has hamstringed the Church and cut her very sinews in two has be
en this most damnable hypocrisy.
Oh, in how many places have we seen men whom you might praise to the very skies if you could believe their wordsÂ—
but whom you might cast into the nethermost pit if you could see their secret actions? God forgive any of you who are so
acting! I had almost said I can scarce forgive you. I can forgive the man who riots openly and makes no profession of bei
ng better. But the man who fawns and cants and pretends and prays and then lives in sinÂ—that man I hateÂ—I cannot
bear him. I abhor him from my very soul. If he will turn from his ways, I will love him but in his hypocrisy he is to me the
most loathsome of all creatures.
Â‘Tis said the toad does wear a jewel in her head but the hypocrite has none but bears filthiness about himÂ—while he
pretends to be in love with righteousness. A mere profession, my Hearers, is but painted pageantry to go to Hell in. It is li
ke the plumes upon the hearse and the trappings upon the black horses which drag men to their gravesÂ—the funeral a
rray of dead souls. Take heed above everything of a waxen profession that will not stand the sun. Take care of all that n
eeds to have two faces to carry it out. Be one thing, or else the other. If you make up your mind to serve Satan, do not pr
etend to serve God. And if you serve God, serve Him with all your heart.
"No man can serve two masters." Do not try it, do not endeavor to do it, for no life will be more miserable than that. Abov
e all beware of committing acts which it will be necessary to conceal. There is a singular poem by Hood, called "The Dre
am of Eugene Aram"Â—a most remarkable piece it is, indeed, illustrating the point on which I am now dwelling. Aram ha
s murdered a man and cast his body into the riverÂ—"a sluggish water, black as ink, the depth was so extreme." The ne
xt morning he visited the scene of his guiltÂ—
"And sought the black accursed pool,
With a wild misgiving eye;
And he saw the dead in the river bed,
For the faithless stream was dry."
Next he covered the corpse with heaps of leaves but a mighty wind swept through the wood and left the secret bare befo
re the sunÂ—
"Then down I cast me on my face,
And first began to weep,
For I knew my secret then was one
That earth refused to keep.
On land or sea though it should be
Ten thousand fathoms deep."
In plaintive notes he prophesies his own discovery. He buried his victim in a cave and trod him down with stones but wh
en years had run their weary round the foul deed was discovered and the murderer put to death. Guilt is a "grim chambe
rlain," even when fingers are not bloody red. Secret sins bring fevered eyes and sleepless nights until men burn out their
consciences and become in very deed ripe for the pit. Hypocrisy is a hard game to play at, for it is one deceiver against
many observers. And for certain it is a miserable trade, which will earn at last, as its certain climax, a tremendous bankru
ptcy.
Ah, you who have sinned without discovery, "Be sure your sin will find you out." And remember, it may find you out befor
e long. Sin, like murder, will come outÂ—men will even tell tales about themselves in their dreams. God has sometimes
made men so pricked in their consciences that they have been obliged to come forward and confess the crime. Secret si
nner! If you want the foretaste of damnation upon earth, continue in your secret sin, for no man is more miserable than h
e who sins secretly and yet tries to preserve a character.
Yonder stag, followed by the hungry hounds with open mouths, is far more happy than the man who is followed by his si
ns. Yonder bird, taken in the fowlerÂ’s net and laboring to escape, is far more happy than he who has weaved around hi
mself a web of deception and labors to escape from it day by day by making the toils more thick and the web more stron
g. Oh, the misery of secret sins! Truly, one may pray, "Cleanse me from secret faults."
III. But now, next, the guiltÂ—the solemn GUILT of secret sin.
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Now, John, you do not think there is any evil in a thing unless somebody sees it, do you? You feel that it is a very great s
in if your master finds you out in robbing the tillÂ—but there is no sin if he should not discover itÂ—none at all. And you,
Sir, you fancy it to be very great sin to play a trick in trade, in case you should be discovered and brought before the cou
rt. But to play a trick and never be discovered, that is all fairÂ—do not say a word about it Mr. Spurgeon, it is all business
. You must not touch businessÂ—tricks that are not discovered, of course you are not to find fault with them. The comm
on measure of sin is the notoriety of it.
But I do not believe that. A sin is a sin, whether done in private or before the whole world. It is singular how men will mea
sure guilt. A railway servant puts up a wrong signalÂ—there is an accident. The man is tried and severely reprimanded.
The day before he put up the wrong signal but there was no accident and therefore no one cursed him for his neglect. B
ut it was just the same, accident or no accidentÂ—the accident did not make the guiltÂ—it was the deed which made the
guilt, not the notoriety nor yet the consequence of it. It was his business to have taken care and he was as guilty the first
time as he was the second, for he negligently exposed the lives of men. Do not measure sin by what other people say of
it. But measure sin by what God says of it and what your own conscience says of it.
Now I hold that secret sin, if anything, is the worst sin. Because secret sin implies that the man who commits it has Athei
sm in his heart. You will ask how that can be? I reply, he may be a professing Christian but I shall tell him to his face that
he is a practical Atheist if he labors to keep up a respectable profession before man and then secretly transgresses. Wh
y, is he not an Atheist who will say there is a God, yet at the same time thinks more of man than he does of God? Is it no
t the very essence of AtheismÂ—is it not a denial of the Divinity of the Most High when men lightly esteem Him and think
more of the eye of a creature than of the observation of their Creator?
There are some who would not for the life of them say a wicked word in the presence of their minister but they can do it
knowing God is looking at them. They are Atheists. There are some who would not trick in trade for all the world if they t
hought they would be discovered. But they can do it while God is with them, that is, they think more of the eye of man th
an of the eye of God. And they think it worse to be condemned by man than to be condemned by God. Call it by what na
me you willÂ—the proper name of that is practical Atheism. It is dishonoring God. It is dethroning HimÂ— putting Him do
wn below His own creatures. And what is that but to take away His Divinity?
Brethren, do not, I beseech you, incur the fearful guilt of secret sins. No man can sin a little in secretÂ—it will certainly e
ngender more sin. No man can be a hypocrite and yet be moderate in guiltÂ—he will go from bad to worse and still proc
eedÂ—until when his guilt shall be publishedÂ—he shall be found to be the very worst and the most hardened of men. T
ake heed of the guilt of secret sin. Ah, now if I could preach as Rowland Hill did, I would make some people look to them
selves and tremble!
It is said that when he preached, there was not a man in the window, or standing in the crowd, or perched up anywhere
but said, "There, he is preaching at me. He is telling me about my secret sins." And when he proclaimed GodÂ’s omnisci
ence, it is said men would almost think they saw God bodily present in the midst of them looking at them. And when he h
ad finished his sermon, they would hear a voice in their ears, "Can any hide himself in secret places that I cannot see hi
m? says the Lord. Do not I fill Heaven and earth? says the Lord."
I wish I could do that. That I could make every man look to himself and find out his secret sin. Come my Hearer, what is i
t? Bring it forth to the daylight. Perhaps it will die in the light of the sun. These things love to not be discovered. Tell your
own conscience, now, what it is. Look it in the face. Confess it before God and may He give you grace to remove that si
n and every other and turn to Him with full purpose of heart. But know thisÂ—your guilt is guilt discovered or undiscover
ed and if there is any difference it is worse, because it has been secret. God save us from the guilt of secret sin! "Cleans
e me from secret faults."
IV. And note, next, the DANGER of secret sin.
One danger is that a man cannot commit a little sin in secret without being by-and-by betrayed into a public sin. You can
not, Sir, though you may think you can, preserve a moderation in sin. If you commit one sin, it is like the melting of the lo
wer glacier upon the Alps. The others must follow in time. As certainly as you heap one stone upon the mound today, th
e next day you will cast another, until the heap, reared stone by stone, shall become a very pyramid. See the coral insec
t at workÂ—you cannot decree where it shall stay its work.
It will not build its rock just as high as you please. It will not stay until it shall be covered with weeds and until the weeds
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shall decay. And then there shall be soil upon it and an island shall be created by tiny creatures. Sin cannot be held in wi
th bit and bridle. "But I am going to have a little drink now and then, I am only going to be intoxicated once a week or so.
Nobody will see it. I shall be in bed directly." You will be drunk in the streets soon. "I am only just going to read one lasci
vious book, I will put it under the sofa when anyone comes in." You will keep it in your library yet, Sir.
"I am only going into that company now and then." You will go there every day, such is the bewitching character of it. Yo
u cannot help it. You may as well ask the lion to let you put your head into his mouth. You cannot regulate his jawsÂ—n
either can you regulate sin. Once go into it, you cannot tell when you will be destroyed. You may be such a fortunate indi
vidual that like Van Amburgh you may put your head in and out a great many times. But rest assured that one of these d
ays it will be a costly venture.
AgainÂ—you may labor to conceal your vicious habit but it will come outÂ—you cannot help it. You keep your little pet si
n at home. But mark this, when the door is ajar the dog will be out in the street. Wrap him up in your bosom, put over hi
m fold after fold of hypocrisy to keep him secretÂ—the wretch will be singing some day when you are in company. You c
annot keep the evil bird still. Your sin will gad abroad. And what is more, you will not mind it some of these days. A man
who indulges in sin privately, by degrees gets his forehead as hard as brass. The first time he sinned, the drops of sweat
stood on his brow at the recollection of what he had done.
The second time, no hot sweat was on his browÂ—only an agitation of the muscle. The third time there was the sly, sne
aky look but no agitation. The next time, he sinned a little further. And by degrees he became the bold blasphemer of his
God and exclaims, "Who am I that I should fear Jehovah and who is He that I should serve Him?" Men go from bad to w
orse. Launch your boat in the currentÂ—it must go where the current takes it. Put yourself in the whirlwindÂ—you are bu
t a straw in the windÂ—you must go which way the wind carries youÂ—you cannot control yourself.
The balloon can mount, but it cannot direct its course. It must go whichever way the wind blows. If you once mount into s
in there is no stopping. Take heed if you would not become the worst of characters. Take heed of the little sins. They, m
ounting one upon another, may at last heave you from the summit and destroy your soul forever. There is a great dange
r in secret sins.
But I have here some true Christians who indulge in secret sins. They say it is but a little one and therefore do they spar
e it. Dear Brethren, I speak to you and I speak to myself, when I say thisÂ—let us destroy all our little secret sins. They a
re called little and if they are, let us remember that it is the foxes, even the little foxes, that spoil our vines. For our vines
have tender shoots. Let us take heed of our little sins. A little sin, like a little pebble in the shoe, will make a traveler to H
eaven walk very wearily.
Little sins, like little thieves, may open the door to greater ones outside. Christians, recollect that little sins will spoil your
communion with Christ. Little sins, like little stains in silk, may damage the fine texture of Fellowship. Little sins, like little
irregularities in the machinery, may spoil the whole fabric of your religion. The one dead fly spoils the whole pot of ointm
ent. That one thistle may seed a continent with noxious weeds. Let us, Brethren, kill our sins as often as we can find the
m. One saidÂ—"The heart is full of unclean birds. It is a cage of them." "Ah but," said another Divine, "you must not mak
e that an apology, for a ChristianÂ’s business is to wring their necks."
And so it is. If there are evil things, it is our business to kill them. Christians must not tolerate secret sins. We must not h
arbor traitors. It is high treason against the King of Heaven. Let us drag them out to light and offer them upon the altar, gi
ving up the dearest of our secret sins at the will and bidding of God. There is a great danger in a little secret sin. Therefo
re avoid it, pass not by it, turn from it and shun it and God give you grace to overcome it!
V. And now I come, in finishing up, to plead with all my might with some of you whom God has pricked in your conscienc
es. I have come to entreat you, if it is possible, even to tears, that you will give up your secret sins. I have one here for w
hom I bless God. I love him, though I know him not. He is almost persuaded to be a Christian. He halts between two opi
nions. He intends to serve God, he strives to give up sin but he finds it a hard struggle and as yet he knows not what sha
ll become of him. I speak to him with all loveÂ—my Friend, will you have your sin and go to Hell, or leave your sin and g
o to Heaven?
This is the solemn alternativeÂ—to an awakened sinner I put itÂ—may God choose for you, otherwise I tremble as to wh
ich you may choose. The pleasures of this life are so intoxicating, the joys of it so ensnaring that did I not believe that Go
d works in us to will and to do, I should despair of you. But I have confidence that God will decide the matter. Let me lay
the alternative before youÂ—on the one hand there is an hourÂ’s merrimentÂ—a short life of bliss and that a poor, poor
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bliss. On the other hand there is everlasting life and eternal glory. On the one hand, there is a transient happiness and af
terwards overwhelming woe. In this case there is a solid peace and everlasting joy and after it overflowing bliss.
I shall not fear to be called an Arminian, when I say, as Elijah did, "Choose this day whom you will serve. If God is God,
serve Him. If Baal be God serve him." But, now, make your choice deliberately. And may God help you to do it! Do not s
ay you will take up with religion, without first counting the cost of it. Remember, there is your lust to be given up and your
pleasure to be renouncedÂ—can you do it for ChristÂ’s sake? Can you? I know you cannot, unless GodÂ’s grace shall a
ssist you in making such a choice. But can you say, "Yes, by the help of God, earthÂ’s gaudy toys, its pomps, pageantri
es, gewgaws, all these I renounce"?Â—
"These can never satisfy,
Give me Christ or else I die."
Sinner, you will never regret that choice, if God help you to make it. You will find yourself a happy man here and thrice h
appy throughout eternity. "But," says one, "Sir, I intend to be religious but I do not hold with your strictness." I do not ask
you to do so. I hope, however, you will hold with GodÂ’s strictness and GodÂ’s strictness is ten thousand times greater t
han mine. You may say that I am Puritanical in my preachingÂ—God will be Puritanical in judging in that great day. I ma
y appear severe but I can never be so severe as God will be. I may draw the harrow with sharp teeth across your consci
ence but God shall drag harrows of eternal fire across you one day.
I may speak thundering things! God will not speak them but hurl them from His hands. Remember, men may laugh at He
ll and say there is none. But they must reject their Bibles before they can believe the lie. MenÂ’s consciences tell them t
hatÂ—
"There is a dreadful Hell,
And everlasting pains.
Where sinners must with devils dwell,
In darkness, fire and chains."
Sirs, will you keep your secret sins and have eternal fire for them? Remember it is of no use, they must all be given up,
or else you cannot be GodÂ’s child. You cannot by any means have both. It cannot be God and the World. It cannot be
Christ and the devil. It must be one or the other. Oh, that God would give you grace to resign all! For what are they worth
? They are your deceivers now and will be your tormentors forever. Oh, that your eyes were open to see the rottenness,
the emptiness and trickery of iniquity! Oh, that God would turn you to Himself! Oh, may God give you grace to cross the
Rubicon of repentance at this very hour! May He give you grace to say, "Henceforth it is war to the knife with my sins. N
ot one of them will I willingly keep but down with them, down with themÂ—Canaanite, Hittite, Jebusite, they shall all be d
riven out."Â—
"The dearest idol I have known.
Whatever that idol be.
Help me to tear it from its Throne,
And worship only Thee."
"But oh, Sir, I cannot do it, it would be like pulling my eyes out." Yes but hear what Christ saysÂ—"It were better for you t
o enter into life with one eye, than having two eyes to be cast into Hell fire." "But it would be like cutting my arm off." Yes
and it would be better for you to enter into life crippled or maimed, than to be cast into Hell fire forever. Oh, when the sin
ner comes before God at last, do you think he will speak as he does now? God will reveal his secret sinsÂ—the sinner w
ill not then say, "Lord, I thought my secret sins so sweet, I could not give them up."
I think I see how changed it will be then. "Sir," you say now, "you are too strict." Will you say that when the eyes of the Al
mighty are glowering on you? You say now, "Sir you are too precise." Will you say that to God AlmightyÂ’s face? "Sir, I
mean to keep such-and-such a sin." Can you say it at GodÂ’s bar at last? You will not dare to do it then. Ah, when Christ
comes a second time there will be a marvelous change in the way men talk. Methinks I see Him. There He sits upon His
Throne. Now, Caiaphas, come and condemn Him now! Judas! Come and kiss Him now! What do you stick at, man? Are
you afraid of Him?
Now, Barabbas! Go, See whether they will prefer you to Christ now. Swearer, now is your time. You have been a bold m
anÂ—curse Him to His face now. Now drunkardÂ—stagger up to Him now. Now infidelÂ—tell Him there is no Christ now
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Â—now that the world is lit with lightning and the earth is shaking with thunder till the solid pillars thereof do bow themsel
vesÂ—tell God there is no God now! Now laugh at the Bible. Now scoff at the minister. Why Men, what is the matter with
you? Why, canÂ’t you do it?
Ah, there you are, you have fled to the hills and to the rocksÂ—"Rocks hide us! Mountains fall on us! Hide us from the fa
ce of Him that sits on the Throne." Ah, where are your boasts now? Alas! alas! For you, in that dread day of wondersÂ—
secret sinnerÂ—what will become of you? Go out of this place unmasked. Go out to examine yourself, go out to bend yo
ur knee, go out to weep, go out to pray. God give you grace to believe! And oh, how sweet and pleasant the thoughtÂ—t
hat this day sinners have fled to Christ and men have been born again to Jesus!
Brethren, before I finish, I repeat the words at which so many have quibbledÂ—it is now or never, it is turn or burn. Sole
mnly in GodÂ’s sight I say it. If it is not GodÂ’s Truth I must answer for it in the great day of account. Your consciences t
ell you it is true. Take it home and mock me if you will. This morning I am clear of your bloodÂ—if any seek not God but l
ive in sin, I shall be clear of your blood in that day when the Watchman shall have your souls demanded of Him. Oh, ma
y God grant that you may be cleared in a blessed manner! When I went down these pulpit stairs a Sabbath or two ago, a
friend said to me words which have been in my mind ever sinceÂ—"Sir, there are nine thousand people this day without
excuse in the Day of Judgment."
It is true of you this morning. If you are damned, it will be not for want of preaching to you and it shall not be for want of p
raying for you. God knows that if my heart could break of itself, it would, for your souls. God is my witness how earnestly
I long for you in the heart of Christ Jesus. Oh, that He might touch your hearts and bring you to Him! For death is a sole
mn thing. Damnation is a horrible thing. To be out of Christ is a dreadful thing. To be dead in sin is a terrible thing. May
God lead you to view these things as they are and save you, for His mercyÂ’s sake! "He that believes and is baptized sh
all be saved."
"Lord, search my soul, try every thought;
Though my own heart accuse me not
Of walking in a false disguise,
I beg the trial of your eyes,
Does secret mischief lurk within?
Do I indulge some unknown sin?
O turn my feet whenever I stray,
And lead me in Your perfect way."

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/17 3:03
THE THREE ANANIASES
The Acts of the Apostles, Chapters 23 ; 5 ; 9.
It is sometimes useful to put in juxtaposition separate facts and characters. The three CrossesÂ—how instructive! the thr
ee Marys, the three Centurions. Here we have the three Ananiases. Their name means 'Jehovah is gracious.' Their pare
nts thought it a lucky name, and all professed to rejoice in what it expresses. Many make this a pillow. Let us not be dec
eived by names or profession, for even devoutness is not faith, and profession is not principle.
I. Ananias, the enemy of the Cross.Â—He was the son of Nebadaeas and succeeded Joseph, who succeeded Annas an
d Caiaphas. You find him with the Bible in his hands from his birth, as a Levite and a priest. He had to do with the highes
t forms of religion, with its rites day by day at the altar. Once a year he would be in the Holy of Holies, and see the mercy
-seat, and gaze on the blood,Â—yea, sprinkle it. Every holy thing in word and ordinance was familiar to him. And yet he
was a 'whited wall,' Â—only externally comely, all formalism and externalism. He hated vital religion and grew wroth at e
very manifestation of it. His bosom friends were Roman governors and such as Tertullus (24:1). The world, even the sa
me pleasures that heathenism relished, was still in his heart. Josephus tells that before the last siege of the city, he hid i
n an aqueduct and was dragged out to die. Even so shall he try to hide under the rocks or cry, 'Mercy, O Lord!' accordin
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g to his name, but shall not find it.
In our community there are many such as Ananias, persons brought up with the Bible in their hand, familiar with ordinan
ces, with the routine of the prayer-book, or family worship, or worship in church. Nay, they go to the Lord's Table, lifting u
p solemn hands, gazing on the blood on the mercy-seat, and saying 'We take it.' Yet their bosom friends are men like Fe
lix or Tertullus, they are at home with them in pleasure and trifling gaieties. They instinctively shrink from true vital godlin
ess and the men who have it, bid them 'hold their peace'Â—smite them on the mouth. They never knew the new birth. U
nion to Christ is to them cant or nonsense. And so they die! But on the day of Christ, lo! they are dragged from the cover
t of the rocks and hills.
II. Ananias the apparent believer.Â—He was a hollow-hearted man, yet he seemed sound. It was a revival time when th
e tide was high. He joined the true believers at a time when faith was strong in them, when they were accustomed to live
each day looking into glory and were on the wing above earth. Feeling a secret conviction that they were right, he threw i
n his lot with them, separated himself from former friends, took the godly as his companions, praised and admired the A
postle, and became quite zealous. But he was not really born again, the Spirit was not in him, as soon appeared. For eit
her from a wish to be less obscure, or from partial conviction that self-denial was right, he sold part and pretended to giv
e all. And so we see he had never quietly rested on Christ and been content with His Nazareth obscurity of obedience. H
e died an awful death. His name availed not, there was no 'grace' for him. He sank downÂ—what an awful surprise !Â—f
rom the very midst of the believers.
There are some such among us still. They have a secret conviction that it is safe and right to be believers, so they imitat
e others, attend meetings, separate themselves from the world. You may detect in yourselves a likeness to Ananias. Per
haps, when you find yourself overlooked you wish to be known or else to go back. Or when a missionary cause is plead
ed you give a little, and say to conscience, 'It is all I can afford.' Perhaps you are halfÂ—conscious that it is the example
of others that carries you along. Are you willing to detect yourself? Ask yourself, 'Why am I not willing to do as Jesus did
at Nazareth, though unnoticed? Why am I complacent at any good thing I say or do? Are not these to a real saint as nat
ural as streams to a spring? Am I independent of money and comforts, of name and praise for my heaven, finding it in J
esus?' The Spirit has found you out, for He never knew a time when He opened the door of your heart. Your conscience
may be quiet by your profession. O look on sin as you see it in the Law and in the Cross, not as you feel it. You cannot li
e to the Holy Ghost in vain!
III. Ananias, the true disciple.Â—One of God's happy servants. You see his life in chap.22:12, 'of good report;' he 'obser
ved the law;' he was ready to obey (chap. 9:10-17). He learned to be a disciple first at the Cross when the voice said 'An
anias, come to Me,' and ever since he has obeyed it. Hear Christ speaking to His sheep by name 'Ananias!' and notice h
is brotherly loveÂ— 'Brother Saul'.
Have you private intercourse with Christ, and are you sent on His errands? Happy Ananias! He carried rest to Paul, who
thereafter carried Christ to to many thousands; and whether, as tradition says, he died a martyr at Damascus, or on his
bed, his end was peace. He answered to his name. He knew God was 'gracious.' At the Great Day yonder is Ananias in
his robes of Priesthood, with the breastplate on which are the names of every tribe, but no room for the name of Jesus!
Nay, his robes kept off the blood of Jesus. Then, there is the other Ananias. He saw that High Priest's heart was empty,
but he himself never found what filled his whole soul. He fled from Sodom only to be a Lot's wife! But you, O holy Anania
s, come! Paul is getting his crown, 'but not to me only'Â—to him who bade the scales fall from his eyes. Yes, says Jesus
, to that quiet saint with whom I spoke, and who spoke with meÂ—to Paul with his ten talents, to you with your five. 'Ente
r into the joy of thy Lord.'
The first Ananias looked neither into himself to see the hell there, nor on Jesus, to see the door of heaven, or heaven its
elf, there. The second gave only a glance at both, and saw neither fully. But the third looked till he saw himself lost, and
wrath his portion; and then upward, till he read, 'I have found a ransom' in the hand of the Father who pointed him to Jes
us!
Transcribed from Reminiscences of Andrew A.Bonar D.D. first published
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/17 23:12
The way to be like Jesus
(Thomas Watson, "The Beatitudes" 1660)
To render evil for evil is brutish;
to render evil for good is devilish;
to render good for evil is Christian.
"Blessed are the meek." Matthew 5:5
Meekness is a grace whereby we are enabled by
the Spirit of God, to moderate our angry passions.
Meekness has a divine beauty and sweetness in
it. This meekness consists in three things:
the bearing of injuries,
the forgiving of injuries,
the recompensing good for evil.
Meekness is opposed to:
anger,
malice,
revenge and
evil-speaking.
Meekness is a great ornament to a Christian. "The
ornament of a meek spiritÂ—which is so precious to
God!" (1 Peter 3:4). How lovely is a saint in God's
eye, when adorned with this jewel! No garment
is more befitting to a Christian, than meekness.
Therefore we are bid to put on this garment, "Put
on therefore as the elect of GodÂ—meekness."
(Colossians 3:12)
Meekness is a noble and excellent spirit. A meek man
is a valorous man. He gets a victory over himself! Anger
arises from weakness of character. The meek man is able
to conquer his fury. "He who is slow to anger is better
than the mighty; controlling one's temper is better than
capturing a city." (Proverbs 16:32). To yield to one's
anger is easyÂ—it is swimming along with the tide of
corrupt nature. But to turn against natureÂ—to resist
anger, to "overcome evil with good"Â—this is truly
Christian.
Meekness is the best way to conquer and melt the
heart of an enemy. Meekness melts and thaws the
heart of others. The greatest victory is to overcome
an enemyÂ—without striking a blow! Mildness prevails
more than fierceness. Anger makes an enemy of a
friend. Meekness makes a friend of an enemy.
Meekness is the way to be like JesusÂ—"Learn of
Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart." Mat. 11:29.
It is not profession which makes us like JesusÂ—but
imitation. Where meekness is lackingÂ—we are like
brutes. Where it is presentÂ—we are like Jesus.
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/18 21:38
God's "Fear Nots."

"Fear not, Abraham; I am thy shield and thy exceeding great reward." - Gen.15:1.
The first time in the Bible "FEAR NOT" occurs. It is spoken to a sinner who simply believed God when He told him of the
Promised Seed. It is for thee, also, who believest in that Promised One.
"Fear not; for God hath heard the voice of the lad where he is." - Gen.21:17.
The second time in the Bible "FEAR NOT" occurs. It is kindly spoken to one who had had shortly before a visit of the An
gel of the Covenant (chap.16:10). Has He taken away thy great burden of sin? Then, "What aileth thee, Hagar? FEAR N
OT" - He will order this providence for good.
"Fear not; for I am with thee, and will bless thee." - Gen.26:24.
Spoken to Isaac, who had Abraham's God as his God. Hast thou annoyance from envious neighbours? If the God of Isa
ac is thine, this "FEAR NOT" is for thee. Thou shalt prosper.
"Fear not; your God and the God of your father hath given you treasure." - Gen.43:23.
God removes our suspicious alarms, as Joseph did those of his brethren, here and in chap.50:19, by showing us that He
has got full payment, and has thoughts of love towards us. Just as Boaz (Ruth 3:11) removed fear from Ruth, by telling
what was in his heart ; and as David (1 Sam. 22:23) dispelled Abiathar's by declaring that now he had on his side one w
ho would die sooner than see him injured.
"Fear not to go down into Egypt." - Gen.46:3.
Spoken to Jacob, about to proceed on a journey, in his old age, under circumstances of anxiety. "I am God ; FEAR NOT
!" This is enough for thee, who knowest by experience that thy God has saved thy soul.
"Fear ye not ; stand still and see the salvation of the Lord." - Exod.14:13
To Israel at the Red Sea. Has God made the path of duty plain to thee? Then, hesitate not to trust Him to carry thee thro
ugh it. Thy way will open out as thou advancest. How different the event when man, and not God, speaks ! Those that st
ood by Rachel, Gen.35:17, like those who stood by Phinehas' daughter, 1 Sam.4:20, said "FEAR NOT ;" yet death did c
ome. And Jael met Sisera (Judges 4:18) with the same words ; but the end was death.
"Fear not ; for God is come to prove you that His fear may be before your faces, that ye sin not." - Exod. 20:20.
At Sinai, when the people so felt the law and majesty of God as to cry out for a Mediator. Art thou feeling the same? Let i
t drive thee to the Mediator, Jesus, in whom thy sin is hidden, and from whom the Spirit of Holiness comes.
60. "Fear not : I am the First and the Last : I am he that liveth and was dead, and behold ! I am alive for evermore, Amen
; and have the keys of hell and of death." - Rev. 1:17.
Do you ever think you must tremble as you enter within the vail? or when the Lord comes again in His glory? Fear not !
He will gently lay His hand on thee, put strength in thee, and show thee Himself - yes, Himself who died, and who liveth
evermore for us ! Himself, who has thy name on His heart !

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/19 23:49
Just give me Jesus!
(Anne Lotz)
He is enduringly strong.
He is entirely sincere.
He is eternally steadfast.
He is immortally gracious.
He is imperially powerful.
He is impartially merciful.
He is the greatest phenomena that has
ever crossed the horizon of the globe.
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He is God's Son.
He is the sinner's Savior.
He is the captive's ransom.
He is the breath of life.
He is the centerpiece of civilization.
He stands in the solitude of Himself.
He is august, and He is unique.
He is unparalleled, and He is unprecedented.
He is undisputed, and He is undefiled.
He is unsurpassed, and He is unshakable.
He is the loftiest idea in philosophy.
He is the highest personality in psychology.
He is the supreme subject in literature.
He is the fundamental doctrine of theology.
He is the corner-stone, the cap-stone,
the stumbling-stone of all religion.
He is the miracle of the ages.
Just give me Jesus!
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/21 3:21
"The more I see of Jesus, the more He opens to me
His loving heart, the deeper is my sorrow for sin.
I lie down in the dust of His feet closer than ever
I did before. I can truly say I abhor myself in dust
and ashes before Him. My heart seems ready to
melt into contrition in view of the ten thousand
thousand sins, willful and aggravating, that I have
committed against Him, who loved me with an
everlasting love, and with loving kindness drew
me to Himself." Mary Winslow
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/24 1:39
His sheep feed in the midst of wolves!
(Letters of John Newton)
"The Lord is my Shepherd; I have everything I need!" Psalm 23:1
The Lord is my Shepherd! This is a comprehensive word. The sheep can do nothing for themselves. The Shepherd must
guide, guard, feed, heal and recover. It is well for usÂ—that our Shepherd is the Lord Almighty! If His power, care, comp
assion and fullness were not infiniteÂ—the poor sheep would be forsaken, starved and die! But we have a Shepherd full
of care, full of kindness, full of power, who has said, "I will search for My lost ones who strayed away, and I will bring the
m safely home again. I will bind up the injured and strengthen the weak!" Ezekiel 34:16. How tender are these expressio
ns, and how well fulfilled! His sheep feed in the midst of wolvesÂ—yet are safely preserved; for, though they cannot see
HimÂ—His eye and His heart are ever upon them!
Which of God's children have not cause to say, "My soul is among lions!" But our Shepherd stops their mouths, or only p
ermits them to gape and roar, and show their teeth. He does not allow them to bite and tear us at their will. Let us trust o
ur ShepherdÂ—and all shall be well.
As to daily occurrences, it is best to trust that a daily portion of comforts and crossesÂ—each one the most suitable to o
ur caseÂ—is adjusted and appointed by the hand which was once nailed to the cross for us! We must trust, that where t
he path of duty and prudence leads usÂ—that there is the best situation we could possibly be in, at that time.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/24 8:12
RUN, INTERCESSOR, RUN
Num 16:41 But on the morrow all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron,
saying, Ye have killed the people of the LORD.
42 And it came to pass, when the congregation was gathered against Moses and against Aaron, that they looked toward
the tabernacle of the congregation: and, behold, the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.
43 And Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of the congregation.
44 And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying,
45 Get you up from among this congregation, that I may consume them as in a moment. And they fell upon their faces.
46 And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a censer, and put fire therein from off the altar, and put on incense, and go quickly
unto the congregation, and make an atonement for them: for there is wrath gone out from the LORD; the plague is begu
n.
47 And Aaron took as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the congregation; and, behold, the plague was begu
n among the people: and he put on incense, and made an atonement for the people.
48 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague was stayed.
49 Now they that died in the plague were fourteen thousand and seven hundred, beside them that died about the matter
of Korah.
50 And Aaron returned unto Moses unto the door of the tabernacle of the congregation: and the plague was stayed.
Isa 59:16 And he saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no intercessor:
INTRODUCTION: INTERCESSION
1 Tim 2:2:1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all
men;
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour;
4 Who will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;
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In Paul's letter to Timothy, he urged-or strongly encouraged-his young friend to intercede for everyone. The emphasis w
as prayer for others. Paul was asking Timothy to pray not for himself but for those around him. This is the force behind t
he word intercession. Paul encouraged Timothy to pray for those in authority and included the reason why: "That we ma
y lead a tranquil and quiet life" (1 Tim 2:2 NASB). The apostle knew that the gospel could be more easily spread in a pe
aceful environment, in particular, an environment where the governing officials were not hostile toward believers and thei
r practices. Paul believed that intercession was part of the equation that could bring about such an atmosphere.
No doubt Paul also intended for Timothy to pray for the conversion of those in authority. He believed God wanted "all me
n to be saved" (2:4 NASB). Certainly, he was familiar with what the writer of Proverbs said concerning righteous leaders
hip, "When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice; but when a wicked man rules, the people groan" (Prov 29:2
).
The apostle Paul believed that through intercession, people could be changed. The term itself, however, implies that inte
rcession does not bring about change. Intercession is the process that links those who need to be changed and the One
who can bring about change.
The term intercession literally means "to come upon," "to meet with," "to come between." When used in the context of pr
ayer-as it is here-it takes on a special meaning. To intercede is to stand between God and someone. It is to represent an
other person's concern to God. An intercessor is a go-between (Isa 59:16).
Our prayers are the link between God's inexhaustible resources and people's needs. When we intercede, we stand in th
e gap between the need and the satisfaction of that need.
Copyright 1999 (c) by Charles F. Stanley. All rights reserved.
In our text it is very important to understand the setting of this text the children of Israel desperately needed an Intercess
or.
KorahÂ’s Rebellion
The bible tells us that Korah and many famous from the congregation rose up against Moses over the position of spiritua
l authority. All the congregation + 250 men who were wanna-be preachers. Men who didnÂ’t have any anointing, but th
ey wanted the prestige. All of these stood before Moses & Aaron and the Lord. Well, because the Lord cannot stand re
bellion, the bible says the next morning the earth opened up and swallowed all of Korah and his belongings, and those t
hat stood with him.
The Lord was trying to show the people who was in charge. Obviously that show of power wasnÂ’t enough because the
very next day the people wake up to tell Moses and Aaron that they are murderers of GodsÂ’ people at the door of the ta
bernacle. By this time God had enough, and a cloud began to appear of the tabernacle, and God in his fury spoke to Mo
ses and said Â“Get away from these people, IÂ’ve had enough IÂ’m gonna consume them allÂ”
WeÂ’ve all Sinned
The bible tells us that we have all sinned and come short of the Glory of God. There is none righteous. Our righteousne
ss is as filthy rags. WeÂ’ve too have been rebellious at times. We too have been prideful. We too, have made mistake
s that frustrated grace. All of us deserve to die. Some of us donÂ’t deserve any mercy whatsoeverÂ….but thank God th
at there was an intercessor.
Aaron Â– The Intercessor
Moses sensing that the people were fixing to be struck dead by the Lord, sent Aaron out with specific instructions. He b
asically said Aaron youÂ’re the high priest, your gonna have to intercede for these people. Something is going to have t
o be done in order to satisfy the Lord. Moses gave Aaron specific instructionsÂ….and then he told him to go quickly!!
TAKE A CENSER & FIRE
Moses told Aaron to take a censer. CENSER (Heb. mahta, a "firepan"; miqteret, "vessel for burning incense," from qata
r, "burn incense"). The vessel upon which the incense was burned in the sanctuary, and which was appointed to be set
every morning on the altar of incense when the priest went in to trim the lamps and again when he lighted them in the ev
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ening (Ex 30:7-8). Yearly, on the Day of Atonement, the high priest entered the Holy of Holies, bearing the censer, and t
hrew upon the burning coals the incense, holding the censer in his hand while the incense burned (Lev 16:12-13).
(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
The priest would take a burning coal from off the altar and put it in a censer or a Â“firepanÂ” Basically, a vessel containi
ng the fire. An instrument that was full of fire. Burning fire.
So thereÂ’s 2 things youÂ’ve got to have to make intercession: A VESSEL AND THE FIRE
Ps 104:4 Who maketh his angels spirits; his ministers a flaming fire:
Isa 64:2 As when the melting fire burneth, the fire causeth the waters to boil, to make thy name known to thine adversari
es, that the nations may tremble at thy presence!
AN INTERCESSOR CAN MAKE ALL HELL TREMBLE!!
FROM THE ALTAR
The scripture says that the FIRE came from off the altar. Aaron had to go to the altar to get the fire. Aaron had the kno
wledge of where to go when you need the FIRE.
YOU CANNOT BE AN INTERCESSOR WITHOUT AN EXPERIENCE AT THE ALTAR. IT DONÂ’T WORKÂ….ITÂ’S LI
KE A COOK WITHOUT A KITCHEN. A TEACHER WITHOUT CHALK. A POLICEMAN WITHOUT A BADGE, JOCKEY
WITHOUT A HORSE, A SAILOR WITH OUT A SHIP, A FARMER WITHOUT A PLOW, A PILOT WITH NO PLANE, A P
LUMBER WITHOUT A WRENCH, A MECHANIC WITH NO TOOLS, A STOCK CAR DRIVER WITH NO TRACK, A PRE
ACHER WITH NO PULPIT.
WITHOUT A TRIP TO THE ALTAR THERE WILL BE NO FIRE.
FIRE BY SACRIFICE
The place where Aaron had to go to get the fire was called the Brazen Altar. It was the place where the animals were sa
crificed and burnt as offerings unto the Lord.
A REAL INTERCESSOR WILL SACRIFICE HIMSELF FOR OTHERS. HE WILL PRAY WHEN NO ONE ELSE WILLÂ…
.WORSHIP, DANCE, SACRIFICEÂ…Â….GO OUT OF HIS WAYÂ…Â…TO GET THE FIRE.
INCENSE
The last but most important thing that Aaron had to do was not forget the incense.
INCENSE
INCENSE (Heb. usually qetoret, once applied to the "fat" of rams, the part always burned in sacrifice; once qitter, Jer 44:
21, marg., both from the Hebrew, to "smoke"; sometimes lebona, Isa 43:23; 66:3; Jer 17:26; 41:5). Frankincense (Isa 60
:6; Jer 6:20; NIV, "incense" in both passages), an aromatic compound that gives forth its perfume in burning. Its most ge
neral use in Scripture is that perfume that was burned upon the Jewish altar of incense (see Tabernacle). Among both th
e Hebrews and Egyptians we find no other trace of incense than in its sacerdotal use, but in Persian sculptures we see it
burned before the king.
Material. The incense employed in the service of the Tabernacle was called "incense of the aromas" (Heb. qetoret samm
im), the ingredients of which are given in Ex 30:34-35. These consisted of: (1) stacte (Heb. natap), i.e., "not the juice squ
eezed from the highly fragrant myrrh tree, but probably a species of gum storax resembling myrrh"; (2) onycha (Heb. she
helet, lit., a "scale"), the shell of the perfumed mollusk, blatta byzantina, found in the Mediterranean and Red seas and yi
elding a musky odor when burned; (3) galbanum (Heb. helbena, lit., "fat"), a gum that is obtained by making incisions in t
he bark of a shrub growing in Syria, Arabia, and Abyssinia; and (4) pure frankincense (Heb. lebona, lit., "white"), a pale y
ellow, semitransparent, pungent resin, which, when burned, is fragrant; it is grown in Arabia and Judea.
(From The New Unger's Bible Dictionary. Originally published by Moody Press of Chicago, Illinois. Copyright (c) 1988.)
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THE TYPE REPRESENTED BY THE INSENSE IS PRAYER
WITHOUT THE INCENSE THERE WOULD BE ONLY SMOKE. WITHOUT A PRAYER LIFE TO BACK UP YOUR HOL
Y GHOST YOUR JUST ALL SMOKE.
BUT INCENSE IS THE Â“AROMAÂ” THAT MAKES THE DIFFERENCEÂ….
2 Cor 2:15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish:
RUN, INTERCESSOR, RUN
Notice that Moses told Aaron to move quicklyÂ…..because people were dying. So Aaron, forgot about how he would lo
ok and he took off running.
He ran to INTERCEDE. Timing was everything. The need was immediate. Aaron there is no time to delay. We need a
n intercessor. So Run, Intercessor, Run.
BETWEEN THE LIVING AND THE DEAD
Aaron started running to the people. And he stood between the living and the dead. The difference between life and dea
th is intercession. The difference between your situation being dead or alive is how fast you run.
What stands between a living and a dead church is INTERCESSORY PRAYER. What stands between a living or dead
marriage is AN INTERCESSOR. WHAT STANDS BETWEEN HOPE AND HOPELESSNESS IS AN INTERCESSORÂ
…. SO RUN INTERCESSOR RUNÂ…..WE NEED YOU.
Aaron Could not Hold the Fire

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/24 8:13
http://www.jesusthegraceministries.com/
Kindly visit new site please pray for us and send feedback to us.
Thank you so much one and all.
With love and pryers.
Yours in Christ,
Bro.R.Chandrasekaran.
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/24 22:47
Psalm
139:23 Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my
thoughts:
139:24 And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the
way everlasting.
1. Search me.
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2. Try me.
3. See me.
4. Lead me.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/25 6:04
The queen of graces
(Thomas Watson, "The Ten Commandments")
"You must love the Lord your God with all your heart,
all your soul, and all your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment." Matthew 22:37-38
Love to God is a holy expansion or enlargement of
soul, by which it is carried with delight after God, as
the chief good--"a delight in God, as our treasure."
Love is the soul of religion; it is a momentous grace.
If love is lacking, there can be no true religion in the
heart. All else is but pageantry--merely a devout
compliment to God.
Love ameliorates and sweetens all the duties of
religion; it makes them savory food, which God
delights in.
As to the excellence of this grace--love is the first and
great commandment. Love is the queen of graces; it
outshines all others, as the sun outshines the planets.
Love is the most durable grace. Faith and hope will shortly
cease--but love will remain. Thus love carries away the
garland from all other graces, as it is the most long-lived
grace. Love is a bud of eternity!
Love to God must be pure and genuine. He must be loved
chiefly for Himself. We must love God, not only for His benefits
--but for those intrinsic excellencies with which He is crowned.
We must love God--not only for the good which flows from Him
Â—but for the good which is in Him. True love is not mercenary;
he who is deeply in love with God, needs not be hired with
rewards, he cannot but love God for the beauty of His holiness.
Though it is not unlawful to look for benefits, we must not love
God for His benefits alone--for then it is not love of God, but
self-love.
Love to God must be with all the heart. We must
not love God a little--give Him a drop or two of our
love; but the main stream must flow to Him.
The mind must think of God,
the will must choose Him,
the affections must pant after Him.
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God will not have the heart divided. We must love Him
with our whole heart. Though we may love the creature
--yet it must be a subordinate love. Love to God must
be highest, as oil swims above the water.
Love to God must be flaming. To love coldly, is the
same as not to love. The spouse is said to be, "love-sick."
Canticles 2:5. The seraphim are so called, because of their
burning love. Love turns saints into seraphim; it makes
them burn in holy love to God. Many waters cannot
quench this love.
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/25 11:24
THE 8 PROMISES OF OVERCOMING:

1.

Rev 2:7 To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life,

2.

Rev 2:11 He that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

3.
Rev 2:17 To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the
stone a new name written,

4.

Rev 2:26 And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give power over the nations:

5.
Rev 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the
book of life,

6.

Rev 3:12 Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God,

7.

Rev 3:21 To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne,

8.

Rev 21:7 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.
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http://www.jesusthegraceministries.com/
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/26 9:10
Blessed family of Noah
- Genesis 9
1. Saved People
And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth.
- Gen 9:1
2. Supernatural Power
And the fear of you and the dread of you shall be upon every beast of the earth, and upon every fowl of the air, upon all t
hat moveth upon the earth, and upon all the fishes of the sea; into your hand are they delivered.
- Gen 9:2
3. Sufficient Provision
3 Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you; even as the green herb have I given you all things.
4 But flesh with the life thereof, which is the blood thereof, shall ye not eat.
5 And surely your blood of your lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I require it, and at the hand of man; at t
he hand of every man's brother will I require the life of man.
6 Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.
7 And you, be ye fruitful, and multiply; bring forth abundantly in the earth, and multiply therein.
- Gen 9:3-7
4. Sincere Promise
8 And God spake unto Noah, and to his sons with him, saying,
9 And I, behold, I establish my covenant with you, and with your seed after you;
10 And with every living creature that is with you, of the fowl, of the cattle, and of every beast of the earth with you; from
all that go out of the ark, to every beast of the earth.
11 And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither s
hall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.
12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every living creature that is w
ith you, for perpetual generations:
13 I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for a token of a covenant between me and the earth.
14 And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud:
15 And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters
shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh.
16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant between God
and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.
17 And God said unto Noah, This is the token of the covenant, which I have established between me and all flesh that is
upon the earth.
18 And the sons of Noah, that went forth of the ark, were Shem, and Ham, and Japheth: and Ham is the father of Canaa
n.
19 These are the three sons of Noah: and of them was the whole earth overspread.
- Gen 9:8-19
5. Successful Profession
20 And Noah began to be an husbandman, and he planted a vineyard:
21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.
22 And Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his father, and told his two brethren without.
23 And Shem and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the n
akedness of their father; and their faces were backward, and they saw not their father's nakedness.
24 And Noah awoke from his wine, and knew what his younger son had done unto him.
- Gen 9:20-24
6. Sweet Progeny
25 And he said, Cursed be Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.
26 And he said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
27 God shall enlarge Japheth, and he shall dwell in the tents of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
- Gen 9:25-27
7. Secured Privilege
28 And Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty years.
29 And all the days of Noah were nine hundred and fifty years: and he died.
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- Gen 9:28-29
http://www.jesusthegraceministries.com/
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/27 23:23
Three Exhortations.
1. Those who believe.
John
14:12 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works
that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do;
because I go unto my Father.
2. Those who pray.
John
14:13 And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the
Father may be glorified in the Son.
14:14 If ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.
3. Those who obey.
Jn
14:15 If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/29 1:48
GOD IS ABSOLUTE! -- Job 42:1-3; Psalm 145:11-13; Ecclesiastes 9:1; Isaiah 44:6; Daniel 2:20,21; Romans 14:11; I Ti
mothy 6:15,16
GOD IS ACCESSIBLE! -- Psalm 145:18,19; Romans 5:2, Ephesians 2:13,18; Ephesians 3:12; Colossians 1:21,22; Hebr
ews 4:16; James 4:8
GOD IS ALL-KNOWING! -- Job 34:21; Psalm 33:13-15; Psalm 94:9-11; Isaiah 40:13,14,27,28; Isaiah 46:9,10; Matthew
6:8
GOD IS ALL-POWERFUL! -- II Chronicles 20:6; Job 9:4-10; Job 42:2; Psalm 66:6,7; Psalm 89:8,9,13; Isaiah 40:22-26;
Mark 14:36
GOD IS ALL-SUFFICIENT! -- Exodus 3:14; Job 35:5-7; Isaiah 40:18,28-31; Isaiah 44:6; Jeremiah 10:10; John 5:26; Act
s 17:24,25
GOD IS AWE-INSPIRING! -- Exodus 15:11; Nehemiah 1:5; Psalm 33:8-12; Psalm 89:6,7; Ecclesiastes 3:14; Jeremiah 1
0:6,7; Hebrews 12:28,29
GOD IS COMMUNICATIVE! -- Numbers 12:6-8; Psalm 19:1,2; Psalm 105:1-5; Psalm 119:9-11,18; John 9:29-31; John 1
6:13; Hebrews 1:1,2
GOD IS COMPASSIONATE! -- II Kings 13:23; Psalm 78:38,39; Psalm 103:3-17; Psalm 111:4; Psalm 145:8; Isaiah 65:13; Matthew 23:37-39

Page 54/60

Devotional Thoughts :: He who eats the grapes of Sodom

GOD IS CREATIVE! -- Genesis 1:1-31; Psalm 8:1-4; Psalm 19:12; Psalm 121:1,2; Zechariah 12:1; Romans 1:20; II Cori
nthians 5:17
GOD IS DIRECTIVE! -- Job 42:1,2; Psalm 25:4,5,9; Psalm 32:8,9; Proverbs 3:5,6; Provers 16:2-4,9; Jeremiah 10:23,24;
Jeremiah 29:11-13
GOD IS ETERNAL! -- Deuteronomy 33:27; Psalm 9:7,8; Psalm 41:12,13; Psalm 102:24-28; Lamentations 5:19; Daniel 4
:34; Revelation 4:8,9
GOD IS EVERYWHERE PRESENT! -- I Kings 8:27; Psalm 139:3-10; Isaiah 57:15; Jeremiah 23:23; Jeremiah 32:18,19;
Jonah 1:3,4; Acts 17:24
GOD IS EXCELLENT! -- Deuteronomy 32:4; II Samuel 22:31; Psalm 8; Psalm 36:7; Psalm 148:13; Isaiah 12:5; Mark 7:3
7; I Peter 2:9
GOD IS FAITHFUL! -- Numbers 23:19; Lamentations 3:22,23; Romans 3:3,4; I Corinthians 10:13; II Corinthians 1:20; I T
hessalonians 5:24; II Timothy 2:13
GOD IS FATHERLY! -- Psalm 103:13; Isaiah 63:16; Jeremiah 3:19-22; Romans 8:14-29; Matthew 7:11; Hebrews 12:6-9
; I John 3:1,2
GOD IS FEARLESS! -- Exodus 15:3-11; Job 42:2; Isaiah 46:10,11; Jeremiah 27:5; Psalm 2:1-5; Daniel 4:35; Nahum 1:3
-6
GOD IS FORGIVING! -- Psalm 86:5; Isaiah 1:18; Luke 5:18-24; Luke 23:34; Colossians 2:13; Hebrews 10:17; I John 1:9
; I John 2:12
GOD IS FRIENDLY! -- II Chronicles 20:6,7; Proverbs 17:9; Proverbs 18:24; John 15:14,15; James 2:22,23; James 4:4-6
GOD IS GENEROUS! -- Psalm 4:7; Psalm 84:11; Luke 6:38; Romans 8:32; II Corinthians 8:7-9; I Timothy 6:17; II Peter
1:3
GOD IS GENTLE! -- Psalm 78:38,39; Psalm 86:15; Isaiah 42:1-4; Matthew 11:28-30; Galatians 5:22,23; I Thessalonians
2:7,8; II Timothy 2:24
GOD IS GLORIOUS! -- Psalm 29:2; Psalm 104:31; Isaiah 6:1-5; Matthew 6:13; Luke 2:14; Revelation 4:11; Revelation 2
1:23
GOD IS GOOD! -- Exodus 33:18,19; Deuteronomy 30:9; Psalm 33:5; Psalm 34:8; Psalm 107:8,9; Psalm 145:9; Isaiah 6
3:7; Matthew 7:11
GOD IS GRACIOUS! -- Exodus 33:12-17; Deuteronomy 7:6-9; Job 10:12; Romans 4:4,5; Romans 5:2,6,7; Ephesians 1:
6; Hebrews 4:16
GOD IS HOLY! -- Exodus 15:11; Deuteronomy 32:4; I Samuel 2:2; Psalm 30:4; Psalm 145:17; Isaiah 6:1-3; I Peter 1:15,
16
GOD IS HUMBLE! -- Psalm 8; Isaiah 53:1-12; Mark 15:16-20; John 1:1-14; Philippians 2:1-8; I Peter 2:21-23
GOD IS IMPARTIAL! -- Deuteronomy 10:17; Job 36:5; Acts 10:34; Romans 2:6,11; Ephesians 6:8; Colossians 3:25; I Pe
ter 1:17
GOD IS INCOMPREHENSIBLE! -- Job 11:7-9; Psalm 18:11; Psalm 97:2; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Isaiah 40:12-31; Isaiah 55:8
,9; I Corinthians 2:16
GOD IS IN CONTROL! -- Psalm 75:6,7; Psalm 135:5,6; Daniel 4:35; John 19:10,11; Acts 17:26; Romans 9:19,20; Revel
ation 4:11
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GOD IS INFINITE! -- I Kings 8:27; II Chronicles 2:6; Job 11:7-9; Psalm 139:3-10; Psalm 147:5; Isaiah 55:8,9; Jeremiah 2
3:23,24
GOD IS INVISIBLE! -- Exodus 33:20; Job 9:11; John 1:18; Romans 1:20; Colossians 1:13; I Timothy 1:17; I Timothy 6:1
6; Hebrews 11:27
GOD IS JEALOUS! -- Exodus 20:5-7; Exodus 34:12-16; Deuteronomy 32:15-18; Joshua 24:19; Isaiah 31:1-3; Nahum 1:
1-8
GOD IS JOYOUS! -- Psalm 19:8; Ecclesiastes 2:26; Matthew 25:21; John 15:7-11; John 17:13; Galatians 5:22; Philippia
ns 4:4
GOD IS JUST! -- Deuteronomy 10:17; Deuteronomy 32:4; I Samuel 2:3; Nehemiah 9:33; Psalm 7:9-11; Isaiah 33:22; Jer
emiah 32:19; I John 1:9
GOD IS LIFE! -- Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 60:19,20; Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32; I Timothy 6:15,16; James 1:17; I John 1:5
GOD IS LIGHT! -- Psalm 27:1; Isaiah 60:19,20; Matthew 4:16; Luke 2:32; I Timothy 6:15,16; James 1:17; I John 1:5
GOD IS LONG-SUFFERING! -- Exodus 34:6; Numbers 14:18; Psalm 86:15; Isaiah 65:1-3; Joel 2:13; Romans 2:14; II P
eter 3:9
GOD IS LOVE! -- John 3:16; John 14:21-23; Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:4,5; II Thessalonians 2:16; Hebrews 12:6
GOD IS MERCIFUL! -- Exodus 34:6,7; Numbers 14:18-20; Deuteronomy 7:9; Psalm 145:8,9; Lamentations 3:22,23; Mic
ah 7:18,19; Ephesians 2:4-7
GOD IS PATIENT! -- Numbers 14:18; Isaiah 30:18; Joel 2:13; Romans 15:4-6; I Corinthians 13:4,5; Hebrews 10:36; II P
eter 3:9
GOD IS PEACEFUL! -- Job 22:21; Psalm 4:8; Psalm 119:165; Isaiah 26:3; John 14:27; John 16:33; Colossians 3:15
GOD IS PERFECT! -- Deuteronomy 32:4; Psalm 18:32; Psalm 19:7; Matthew 5:48; Romans 12:2; Philippians 1:6; Jame
s 1:17
GOD IS PERSONAL! -- Psalm 23; Psalm 139:1-12; Psalm 139:13-16; Psalm 139:17-24; John 10:11-15; Romans 8:14-1
7; Galatians 4:4-7
GOD IS PRACTICAL! -- Proverbs 16:3,4; Ecclesiastes 3:11; Isaiah 14:24-27; John 1:9-13; Romans 8:28; Ephesians 1:1
1; I Timothy 1:8-11
GOD IS PRESERVATION! -- Deuteronomy 33:12; II Chronicles 16:9; Psalm 3:3; Psalm 31:20-23; Psalm 37:23-28; Psla
m 91:1-4; Psalm 97:10
GOD IS PROTECTIVE! -- Psalm 46:1-3; Ezekiel 34:11,12; Acts 17:28; Romans 13:1-7; II Thessalonians 3:3; I Peter 2:1
3-17; I Peter 3:12,13
GOD IS PROVIDING! -- Genesis 49:24,25; Leviticus 25:20-22; I Samuel 2:7,8; I Chronicles 29:12-14; Psalm 23; Psalm
107; Acts 14:17
GOD IS RIGHTEOUS! -- Ezra 9:15; Job 36:3; Psalm 71:15,19; Psalm 111:3; Jeremiah 9:24; Romans 10:3,4; Revelation
16:5
GOD IS SELF-CONTROLLED! -- Genesis 28:15; Exodus 3:14; Lamentations 3:22,23; Psalm 90:1-4; John 6:38-40; Acts
17:24,25; James 1:17
GOD IS SELF-EXISTENT! -- Exodus 3:14; Deuteronomy 32:40; Job 35:6; Isaiah 44:6; Jeremiah 10:10; John 5:26; Acts
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17:24,25
GOD IS SPIRIT! -- Numbers 16:22; Numbers 27:16; Zechariah 4:6; John 4:24; Romans 8:14-16; I Corinthians 2:10-12; II
Corinthians 2:18
GOD IS TIRELESS! -- Deuteronomy 20:3,4; Psalm 23; Psalm 41:2,3; Psalm 121:3,4; Isaiah 40:28; Isaiah 41:10; Jeremi
ah 12:1-6
GOD IS TRINITY! -- Matthew 28:19; Romans 8:9; I Corinthians 12:3-6; II Corinthians 13:14; Ephesians 4:4-6; I Peter 1:2
; Revelation 1:4,5
GOD IS TRUTHFUL! -- Numbers 23:19; Deuteronomy 32:4; I Samuel 15:29; Psalm 25:10; Psalm 86:15; John 4:24; Joh
n 8:26; Titus 1:2
GOD IS UNCHANGING! -- Numbers 23:19; Psalm 119:89-91; Ecclesiastes 3:14; Isaiah 40:28; Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:
8; James 1:17
GOD IS UNDERSTANDING! -- I Kings 8:39; Job 12:13; Psalm 103:14; Psalm 147:5; Provers 3:19,20; Daniel 2:20,21; H
ebrews 4:13-16
GOD IS UNIQUE! -- Exodus 15:11; II Samuel 7:20-22; I Kings 8:23; Isaiah 40:18-22; Isaiah 43:11; Isaiah 44:6-8; Mark 1
2:32
GOD IS UNITY! -- I Kings 8:60; II Kings 20:28; Isaiah 42:8; Mark 12:29,32; John 17:3; I Timothy 2:5; James 2:19
GOD IS UNRESTRICTED! -- I Chronicles 29:11,12; I Samuel 2:6-8; Proverbs 21:1; Isaiah 55:11; Daniel 4:35; Romans 9
:202,21; Romans 11:34
GOD IS UNSEARCHABLE! -- Deuteronomy 29:29; Job 5:8,9; Psalm 92:5; Psalm 145:3; Isaiah 55:8,9; Romans 11:33; I
Corinthians 2:10,11
GOD IS UNSELFISH! -- Psalm 34:10; Psalm 84:11; Psalm 103; Matthew 11:28; Romans 5:16-18; Romans 6:23; Roman
s 8:32
GOD IS WISE! -- Psalm 37:1-6; Pslam 92:5-9; Psalm 119:97-100; Proverbs 3:19-26; Isaiah 55:6-9; Jeremiah 51:15-17;
Romans 11:33-36
GOD IS WRATHFUL! -- Numbers 14:11; II Kings 22:13; Psalm 7:11; Psalm 78:38; Psalm 103:8,9; John 3:17,18,36; Heb
rews 10:28-31

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/29 7:10
Four Privileges God Gives
Â“I am the door: by Me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.Â” - John 10:9
Jesus, the great I AM, is the entrance into the true church, and the way of access to God Himself. He gives to the man w
ho comes to God by Him four choice privileges.
1) He shall be saved
The fugitive manslayer passed the gate of the city of refuge, and was safe. Noah entered the door of the ark, and was s
ecure. None can be lost who take Jesus as the door of faith to their souls.
Entrance through Jesus into peace is the guarantee of entrance by the same door into heaven. Jesus is the only door, a
n open door, a wide door, a safe door; and blessed is he who rests all his hope of admission to glory upon the crucified
Redeemer. Â“I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.Â” (John 1
0:9)
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2) He shall go in
He shall be privileged to go in among the divine family, sharing the childrenÂ’s bread, and participating in all their honors
and enjoyments. He shall go in to the chambers of communion, to the banquets of love, to the treasures of the covenant,
to the storehouses of the promises.
He shall go in unto the King of kings in the power of the Holy Spirit, and the secret of the Lord shall be with him. Â“Behol
d what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God!Â” (1 John 3:1)
3) He shall go out
This blessing is much forgotten. We go out into the world to labor and suffer, but what a mercy to go in the name and po
wer of Jesus! We are called to bear witness to the truth, to cheer the disconsolate, to warn the careless, to win souls, an
d to glorify God; and as the angel said to Gideon, Â“Go in this thy might,Â” even thus the Lord would have us proceed a
s His messengers in His name and strength.
Â“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the en
d of the age.Â” Amen (Matthew 28:19-20)
4) He shall find pasture
He who knows Jesus shall never want. Going in and out shall be alike helpful to him: in fellowship with God he shall gro
w, and in watering others he shall be watered. Having made Jesus his all, he shall find all in Jesus. His soul shall be as
a watered garden, and as a well of water whose waters fail not. Â“Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, a
nd I will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find res
t for your souls.Â” (Matthew 11:28-29
- C.H. Spurgeon

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/5/31 22:31
Have a blessed month.
Isaiah
26:4 Trust ye in the LORD for ever: for in the LORD JEHOVAH is
everlasting strength:
Three names of Our God.
1. The Lord.
2. The Jehovah.
3. The Everlasting Strength.
May God bless you all , you are all in my prayers.
Isaiah
26:3 Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
thee: because he trusteth in thee.
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Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/6/4 0:33
Worship God in the shop or kitchen
(Letters of John Newton)
May 2, 1771
My dear friend,
The more the Lord blesses you in earthly thingsÂ—the more sensible you will be that true happiness is only to be found i
n Himself; for sin and vanity are closely connected with everything beneath the skies! In this view, I trust He will enable y
ou to number your troubles among your mercies, as necessary to keep your soul from cleaving to the dust, and to quick
en your prayers and desires heavenwards.
Our necessary relationships in this life, especially those which are most pleasing, are attended with many snares. May t
he Lord keep you sensible of the danger, that you may be watchful against the first appearances of spiritual decline, and
be continually crying, "Hold me upÂ—and then I shall be safe!"
I am, however, fully persuaded that a due attention to the concerns of our relative duties and callings in this world, can n
ever be a hindrance to our walking with God. These earthly things require some of our thoughtsÂ—and much of our time
; and if we can manage them in obedience to His will, and with a reference to His gloryÂ—they are then sanctified, and b
ecome holy actions. A believer, acting in a right spirit, may be truly said to worship God in the shop or kitchen, no less th
an when waiting on Him in prayer and Scripture meditation. A person called by God's providence to sweep the streets, if
he does it to the Lord, performs as acceptable a service as another who should preach the Gospel to thousands!

Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/6/4 21:30
This my Friend!
(Havergal, "Daily Thoughts for the King's Children")
"The King shall be his friend." Proverbs 22:11
"You are My friends." John 15:14
Who has not longed for an ideal and yet a real friend . . .
one who would exactly understand us,
one whom we could tell everything,
one in whom we could altogether confide,
one who would be very wise and very true,
one of whose love and unfailing interest we could be certain,
one who would be very near and dear,
one who would be always with us,
one who would be always thinking of us,
one who would be always doing kind and wonderful things for us;
one who would undertake and manage everything for us;
one who would forget nothing,
one who would fail in nothing;
one who would never change and never die.
Such is our Royal Friend, and more!
We, even we, may look up to our glorious
King, and say, "He is altogether lovely. This
is my Beloved, this my Friend!" Song 5:16
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Re: He who eats the grapes of Sodom, on: 2009/6/4 21:39
Quote:
-------------------------Romans 14:22 Hast thou faith? have it to thyself before God. Happy is he that condemneth not himself in that thing which he allow
eth.
-------------------------

Of course not all have this knowledge nor this liberty.
Re: - posted by loveyouall (), on: 2009/6/5 9:59
O the blessed chemistry of heaven!
The Lord makes use even of your sins and
infirmities to do you good. By these, He . . .
humbles you,
beats you off from self-dependence,
makes you admire the riches of grace,
makes you long more ardently for heaven,
causes you to entertain sweeter thoughts of death.
Does not the Lord then make blessed fruits to spring
up from such a bitter root? O the blessed chemistry
of heavenÂ—to extract such mercies out of such miseries!
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