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Dear Mr. Wesley, do you expect to see dear Mr. Whitefield in heaven? - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2009/7/15 15:38
here is an excerpt from the sermon John Wesley preached on the occasion of Withfields funeral and some other quotes,
many have heard or read the story of Wesleys answer regarding if he though Withfield would be in heaven. here it is,
and dispite the dipute they had for many years concerning "free grace" and other things, how they reverenced one
another and was ruled by love. It has blessed me and worked as an example to follow.

"One day, after Whitefield's decease, John Wesley was timidly approached by one of the godly band of Christian sisters 
who had been brought under his influences and who loved both Whitefield and himself:

"' Dear Mr. Wesley, may I ask you a question?'

"' Yes, of course, madam, by all means.'

"' But, dear Mr. Wesley, I am very much afraid what the answer will be.'

"' Well, madam, let me hear your question, and then you will know my reply.'

"At last, after not a little hesitation, the inquirer tremblingly asked, ' Dear Mr. Wesley, do you expect to see dear Mr. Whit
efield in heaven?'

"A lengthy pause followed, after which John Wesley replied with great seriousness, 'No, madam.' "His inquirer at once e
xclaimed, 'Ah, I was afraid you would say so.'

"To which John Wesley added, with intense earnestness, ' Do not misunderstand me, madam; George Whitefield was so
bright a star in the firmament of God's glory, and will stand so near the throne, that one like me, who am less than the le
ast, will never catch a glimpse of him.'"

And to show Whitefields thoughts and admiration for mr Wesley i post this quote from Whitefield. 

Â“The good Mr. John Wesley has done in America is inexpressible. His name is very precious among the people; and h
e has laid a foundation that I hope neither men nor devils will ever be able to shake.Â”

here is the excerpt john wesley preached, it is about Whitefields character

1. We are, in the second place, to take some view of his character. A little sketch of this was soon after published in the 
Boston Gazette; an extract of which is subjoined: -- 

"In his public labors he has, for many years, astonished the world with his eloquence and devotion. With what divine pat
hos did he persuade the impenitent sinner to embrace the practice of piety and virtue!  spoke from the heart, and, with a 
fervency of zeal perhaps unequalled since the day of the Apostles,  From the pulpit he was unrivalled in the command of
an ever-crowded auditory. Nor was he less agreeable and instructive in his private conversation; happy in a remarkable 
ease of address, willing to communicate, studious to edify. May the rising generation catch a spark of that flame which s
hone, with such distinguished luster, in the spirit and practice of this faithful servant of the most high God!"

2. A more particular, and equally just, character of him has appeared in one of the English papers. It may not be disagre
eable to you to add the substance of this likewise: --

"The character of this truly pious person must be  impressed on the heart of every friend to vital religion. In spite of a ten
der  constitution, he continued to the last day of his life, preaching with a frequency and fervor that seemed to exceed th
e natural strength of the most robust. Being called to the exercise of his function at an age when most young men are on
ly beginning to qualify themselves for it, he had not time to make a very considerable progress in the learned languages.
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But this defect was amply supplied by a lively and fertile genius, by fervent zeal, and by a forcible and most persuasive d
elivery. And though in the pulpit he often found it needful by "the terrors of the Lord" to "persuade men," he had nothing 
gloomy in his nature; being singularly cheerful, as well as charitable and tender-hearted. He was as ready to relieve the 
bodily as the spiritual necessities of those that applied to him. It ought also to be observed, that he constantly enforced u
pon his audience every moral duty; particularly industry in their several callings, and obedience to their superiors. He en
deavored, by the most extraordinary efforts of preaching, in different places, and even in the open fields, to rouse the lo
wer class of people from the last degree of inattention and ignorance to a sense of religion. For this, and his other labors
, the name of GEORGE WHITEFIELD will long be remembered with esteem and veneration."

3. That both these accounts are just and impartial, will readily be allowed; that is, as far as they go. But they go little farth
er than the outside of his character. They show you the preacher, but not the man, the Christian, the saint of God. May I 
be permitted to add a little on this head, from a personal knowledge of near forty years? Indeed, I am thoroughly sensibl
e how difficult it is to speak on so delicate a subject; what prudence is required to avoid both extremes, to say neither to
o little nor too much! Nay, I know it is impossible to speak at all, to say either less or more, without incurring from some t
he former, from others the latter censure. Some will seriously think that too little is said; and others, that it is too much. B
ut without attending to this, I will speak just what I know, before Him to whom we are all to give an account.

4. Mention has already been made of his unparalleled zeal, his indefatigable activity, his tender-heartedness to the afflict
ed, and charitableness toward the poor. But should we not likewise mention his deep gratitude to all whom God had use
d as instruments of good to him? -- of whom he did not cease to speak in the most respectful manner, even to his dying 
day. Should we not mention, that he had a heart susceptible of the most generous and the most tender friendship? I hav
e frequently thought that this, of all others, was the distinguishing part of his character. How few have we known of so ki
nd a temper, of such large and flowing affections! Was it not principally by this, that the hearts of others were so strangel
y drawn and knit to him? Can anything but love beget love? This shone in his very countenance, and continually breathe
d in all his words, whether in public or private. Was it not this, which, quick and penetrating as lightning, flew from heart t
o heart? which gave that life to his sermons, his conversations, his letters? Ye are witnesses!

5. But away with the vile misconstruction of men of corrupt minds, who know of no love but what is earthly and sensual! 
Be it remembered, at the same time, that he was endued with the most nice and unblemished modesty. His office called 
him to converse very frequently and largely with women as well as men; and those of every age and condition. But his w
hole behavior towards them was a practical comment on that advice of St. Paul to Timothy: "Entreat the elder women as
mothers, the younger as sisters, with all purity."

6. Meantime, how suitable to the friendliness of his spirit was the frankness and openness of his conversation! -- althoug
h it was as far removed from rudeness on the one hand, as from guile  on the other. Was not this frankness at once a fru
it and a proof of his courage and intrepidity? Armed with these, he feared not the faces of men, but "used great plainnes
s of speech" to persons of every rank and condition, high and low, rich and poor; endeavoring only "by manifestation of t
he truth to commend himself to every man's conscience in the sight of God."

7. Neither was he afraid of labor or pain, any more than of "what man  do unto him;" being equally

Patient in bearing ill and doing well.

And this appeared in the steadiness wherewith he pursued whatever he undertook for his Master's sake. Witness one in
stance for all, -- the Orphan-house in Georgia; which he began and perfected, in spite of all discouragements. Indeed, in
whatever concerned himself he was pliant and flexible. In this case he was "easy to be entreated;" easy to be either con
vinced or persuaded. But he was immovable in the things of God, or wherever his conscience was concerned. None cou
ld persuade, any more than affright, him to vary, in the least point, from that integrity which was inseparable from his wh
ole character, and regulated all his words and actions. Herein he did

Stand as an iron pillar strong,
And steadfast as a wall of brass.

8. If it be inquired what was the foundation of this integrity, or of his sincerity, courage, patience, and every other valuabl
e and amiable quality; it is easy to give the answer. It was not the excellence of his natural temper, not the strength of hi
s understanding; it was not the force of education; no, nor the advice of his friends: it was no other than faith in a bleedin
g Lord; "faith of the operation of God." It was "a lively hope of an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, and that fadeth not 
away." It was "the love of God shed abroad in his heart by the Holy Ghost which was given unto him," filling his soul with
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tender, disinterested love to every child of man. From this source arose that torrent of eloquence which frequently bore d
own all before it; from this, that astonishing force of persuasion which the most hardened sinners could not resist. This it 
was which often made his "head as waters, and his eyes a fountain of tears." This it was which enabled him to pour out 
his soul in prayer, in a manner peculiar to himself, with such fullness and ease united together, with such strength and v
ariety both of sentiment and expression.

9. I may close this head with observing what an honor it pleased God to put upon His faithful servant, by allowing him to 
declare His everlasting gospel in so many various countries, to such numbers of people, and with so great an effect on s
o many of their precious souls! Have we read or heard of any person since the Apostles, who testified the gospel of the 
grace of God through so widely extended a space, through so large a part of the habitable world? Have we read or hear
d of any person who called so many thousands, so many myriads, of sinners to repentance? Above all, have we read or 
heard of any who has been a blessed instrument in His hand of bringing so many sinners from "darkness to light, and fro
m the power of Satan unto God?" It is true, were we to talk thus to the gay world, we should be judged to speak as barb
arians. But you understand the language of the country to which you are going, and whither our dear friend is gone a littl
e before us.

Re: Dear Mr. Wesley, do you expect to see dear Mr. Whitefield in heaven? - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2009/7/16 3:07
this small excerpt showed me something wonderful,

Howell Harris, the warm-hearted Welsh Calvinist, and Lady Huntingdon found Wesley ready to forgive WhitefieldÂ’s imp
etuous personal abuse, and one of the noblest characteristics of Whitefield was revealed in his willingness to confess hi
s faults. He wrote to Wesley in October, 1741: "May God remove all obstacles that now prevent our union; may all disput
ings cease, and each of us talk of nothing but Jesus and him crucified. This is my resolution, I am without dissimulation. 
I find I love you as much as ever, and pray God, if it be his blessed will, that we may all be united together."

that we could have the same attitude for those who hold to another view then my own.

Page 3/3


