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The Letter of Jude, What is it to You? - posted by elharris, on: 2009/8/27 12:17
Jude - My Understanding

Warning, I have done no spell check or correction or even a rereading of what I wrote here, because if I start that, it will
just get longer and longer.

In 1989, I was reading this book with a friend. Both of us had been thoroughly indoctrinated into evangelical theology
and doctrine. Both of us were avid committed Christians, who studied and researched the Bible continually.

But we had gone through some changes in the ministry we were involved in and were searching out some answers for
what we were experiencing. Somehow....(like maybe it was ...GOD), we wound up in Jude.

I had always been taught books like Jude and say, the first chapter of Romans were written about unbelievers. But in the
Spring of 1989, while reading this book, I asked God, "God who is this talking about?"

Be careful what you ask for. The answer did not come over night, but due to some other circumstances, I wound up
going through about 10 years of UN-LEARNING everything I once held as the truth. It is a VERY long story, and I am
still on the journey. 

But I would like to give my understanding of this book, which is now much different than the one I started with.

The first statement I would like to make about his book, is that when you read it, you must as you read, keep in mind that
Jude was writing to people who had been in the truth for quite some time. Most likely people he knew personally, and
who he held in high esteem and affection.

Secondly the letter was written to warn about a false teaching that was being spread among the Christian Churches.
And the letter tells us a main characteristic of that false teaching. This is important to know in this day and time, as to my
surprise, many years later when I really began to understand this book, low and behold, it was what I had been
indoctrinated with. That was a hard pill to swallow.

Chapter 1
 
Jude 1:1 Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, and
preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: 2 Mercy unto you, and peace, and love, be multiplied.
 
Jude 1:3 Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the common salvation, it was needful for me to write
unto you, and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.

The word "delivered", means once and for all delivered unto the saints. This does not just mean "taught" to the saints,
but delivered over to and given to the saints to STEWARD. In other words, the original gospel and it's understanding
was handed over to the saints of the first century, and was to be passed on in the following manner.

1 Cor 4:1 Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God.

As good stewards of the faith, which was delivered unto their trust, they were to:

2 Tim 2:2 And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who 
shall be able to teach others also.

The gospel of the grace of God, was given to Jesus Christ, who then gave it to his apostles, who then committed it unto f
aithful men who were able to teach others. This is the way in which the truth of the gospel was to be passed on.
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They, the saints became the stewards of this teaching. They were to keep it as it was delivered unto them. 

1 Cor 11:2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them t
o you.

It was not committed to angels, nor were angels to administer it. 

1 Thes 2:4 But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but
God, which trieth our hearts.

1 Peter 1:12 Unto whom it was revealed,(old testament prophets) that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister
the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent d
own from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.

But God choose to reveal his mysteries unto men first, and then those men would reveal these things to angels.

Eph. 3:10 To the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be (made) known by the ch
urch the manifold wisdom of God,

This was a real blow to the egos of those principalities and powers in the heavenly places. That man would let them kno
w what the mysteries of God were. For eons, they had been deceiving men into coming to them for enlightenment and n
ow the tables were turned. This is why Paul warned not to believe and angel or a spirit, coming along with a new revelati
on. The understanding of the mysteries of God via the gospel, and it's understanding had been once and for all given. A
nd it was given and committed to man, not to angels.

Gal 1:8 But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached u
nto you, let him be accursed.

Angels can come in two forms, as angels and as spirits.

2 Thes 2:1 Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto h
im,
 
2 Thes 2:2 That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled,  neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, 
as that the day of Christ is at hand.
 
2 Thes 2:3 Let no man deceive you by any means

How many men have come along saying they got a new revelation from an angel? It may be the truth, that an angel spo
ke to them, but it's not THEE TRUTH, that the angel spoke. Angels do no have the authority to preach the gospel, in this
day and time. That gospel was given wholly to men to steward.  It was committed unto faithful men, who were able to te
ach others.

So then Jude, wishing to write of this common knowledge of the gospel committed unto them, due to arising circumstanc
es, had to write and remind them to contend or fight to keep that original teaching they were entrusted with.

Jude  1:4 For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

There were spread around the then known world, various churches of believers in homes. And they would get "visitors", 
you know, bothers traveling through, who'd stop to have fellowship with them. And through this means, they were spread
ing a "new revelation", or "new teaching", what you might call a "new understanding" of the gospel.

Before we look at what they taught, we should look at who they were and where they came from.

You notice that Jude says, these men coming into their fellowships were "before of old ordained to this condemnatio
n,". In other words, this was prophesied to happen, through the prophets of the OT, and by Jesus himself. Basically that 
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Jesus would come and commit the truth to man, and that man would pervert that same truth.

But again WHO were these men? John has a little something to say about exactly who they were.

1 John 2:18 Little children, it is the last time: and as ye have heard that antichrist shall come, even now are there many a
ntichrists; whereby we know that it is the last time.
 
1 John 2:19 THEY went out from us, but THEY were not of us; for if THEY had been of us, THEY would no doubt have c
ontinued with us: but THEY went out, that THEY might be made manifest that THEY were not all of us.

John wrote the letters of 1st, 2nd and 3rd John as a warning about these men. And his letters, as well as Jude, James a
nd Peter reveal who they were and what they taught.

Tradition has it, or that is scholarship has it, that John most likely wrote his letters from Ephesus. Remember these men 
were "ordained" to this condemnation, that they would pervert the truth. Paul had something interesting to say, to the Ep
hesians elders, when he met with them on his way to Rome to appear before Cesar.

Acts 20:17 And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called the elders of the church.
 
Acts 20:8 And when they were come to him, he said unto them, Ye know, from the first day that I came into Asia, after w
hat manner I have been with you at all seasons,
 
Acts 20:19 Serving the LORD with all humility of mind, and with many tears, and temptations, which befell me by the lyin
g in wait of the Jews:
 
Acts 20:20 And how I kept back nothing that was profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught you publick
ly, and from house to house,
 
Acts 20:21 Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord Jesus
Christ.
 
Acts 20:22 And now, behold, I go bound in the spirit unto Jerusalem, not knowing the things that shall befall me there:
 
Acts 20:23 Save that the Holy Ghost witnesseth in every city, saying that bonds and afflictions abide me.
 
Acts 20:24 But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course w
ith joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God.
 
Acts 20:25 And now, behold, I know that ye all, among whom I have gone preaching the kingdom of God, shall see my f
ace no more.
 
Acts 20:26 Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men.
 
Acts 20:27 For I have not shunned to declare unto you all the counsel of God.
 
Acts 20:28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you over
seers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
 
Acts 20:29 For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.

Acts 20:30 Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them
.

WHO was he talking to? 

Eph 1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in 
Christ Jesus:
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He was talking to the "SAINTS AND FAITHFUL IN CHRIST JESUS"! And what did he foretell was going to happen? ...
of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them. John after Paul'
s death writing from Ephesus said: THEY went out from us, but THEY were not of us; for if THEY had been of us, THEY 
would no doubt have continued with us: but THEY went out, that THEY might be made manifest that THEY were not all 
of us.

Johns warning of antichrist, was the same as Paul's warning to the Ephesian Elders, those who were THEN faithful IN C
hrist Jesus, would ARISE to be UNFAITHFUL in Christ Jesus by speaking perverse things, perverting the original under
standing of the gospel of Christ, that was originally taught, and committed unto the saints, the faithful in Christ, to STEW
ARD, and to commit in truth unto faithful men who would be able to teach other faithful men and so on and so forth. And 
thus was MAN given charge of the greatest gift God ever gave.

And so it was something that man was to keep, guard, defend and protect, this pure understanding, and knowledge of G
od and salvation.

Paul and the others taught the same truth, and Paul constantly warned about it's corruption.

Col 1:21 And you, that were sometime alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works, yet now hath he reconciled
 
22 In the body of his flesh through death, to present you holy and unblameable and unreproveable in his sight:
 
23 If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not moved away from the hope of the gospel, which y
e have heard, and which was preached to every creature which is under heaven; whereof I Paul am made a minister;
 
1 Cor 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have received, a
nd wherein ye stand;
 
1 Cor 15:2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have believed i
n vain.

1 Cor 11:Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things, and keep the ordinances, as I delivered them
to you.

Again, the gospel or truth, was given to Jesus. He gave or taught it to his apostles, and they taught it to faithful men who
were able to teach others. It was to be kept pure from adulteration, and kept as it was given. Man was entrusted with it. I
t was given by revelation from God to Jesus, Jesus to man, and then MAN to MAN.

You can see then why Paul would say, "thou we or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel to you than that whic
h we have (past tense, previously) preached, let him be accursed."

The true danger, lay not from without but from WITHIN. As Jesus said, or warned and prophesied of, "A man's enemies, 
shall be they of his own household." Out of the midst of His own household, would come His greatest enemy. 

These were the men Jude was warning of. Men who had at one time been the faithful IN Christ Jesus, who were now co
ming into the unsuspecting Churches, attempting to draw away disciples after their perverted teachings.

And who better to draw you away and fool you, but those whom you love? Those whom you are commanded to show hu
mility towards, and treat as equals. This is why Paul also said that day to those Ephesian elders: "Therefore watch, an
d remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.

Why "tears"? Because he knew that of God's very own children, they would fall away from the truth, to a lie and suffer et
ernal damnation. And these are those about whom Jude was now writing. Those to whom had been committed the great
est gift God ever entrusted to man, just as he entrusted one simple commandment to Adam. By this truth, man would rul
e and have dominion. By it's perversion and loss, man would again fall into bondage.
 
Jude shows us a very important part of what these men taught.

Jude 1:5
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 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this,...

What he will say next will show the contrast between what believers were originally taught in the first century, and what 
would replace that original truth, through the perversion of that understanding.

Jude 1:5 I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once knew this,...
how that the Lord, 

1. having saved the people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed not.
 
2. And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlasting chain
s under darkness unto the judgment of the great day.
 
Jude 1:7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornication
, and going after strange flesh, are set forth FOR AN EXAMPLE, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

What was it those he was writing to once knew? That there would be a day of JUDGEMENT for the believer. The one thi
ng the false gospel will do is teach that the believer will NEVER BE JUDGED, and or if he is judged all that will happen i
s he might loose a reward or two.
 
Jude 1:8 Lkewise also these filthy dreamers...

What did Jude call these men who were coming in unawares and perverting the gospel into a license to sin? "FILTHY D
REAMERS". 

You might say the truth they think they know is "In their dreams".

What does Jude now say that they do?

"defile the flesh, despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities."

1. They defile the flesh. They think that they can sin in the flesh, and it does not have any effect on their "spirit". They thi
nk they can continue to sin in their body, but their spirit is pure. They can be promiscuous, they can steal, they can lie, th
ey can be greedy, they can swear, they can do any immoral thing habitually and will not be judged for it. Yeah...."in their 
dreams"!

2. They despise dominion. Dominion is "Lordship". They do not come under authority to the teachings of Christ. And yet 
they think they are the authority and have authority.

3. Speak evil of dignities. Have the audacity to speak evil of the apostles and disciples of the Lord. This was back then, t
hey were turning away from the apostles and disciples who had been with the Lord personally, and saying many evil thin
gs about them.
 
Jude 1:9 Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst not brin
g against him a railing accusation, but said, The Lord rebuke thee.
 
Jude 1:10 But these speak evil of those things which they know not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in tho
se things they corrupt themselves.
 
Jude 1:11 Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, a
nd perished in the gainsaying of Core.

And again WHO are THEY?
 
Jude 1:12 These (THEY) are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, feeding themselves without fear: 

They have no fear of the Lord. The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands o
f the living God. they have no fear of judgment.
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A feast of charity, is a fellowship meeting, an assembly of the saints, feeding and feasting on God's Word, and walking in
the love of God towards one another. These people hang out with the saints, with no fear of the Lord or of his judgment.

Jude 1:12 clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; 

People who do not have the pure water of the Word of truth living in them. They have left the truth, they once knew, and 
have now been blown around by every wind of teaching.

Jude 1:12 trees whose fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

Why are they TWICE DEAD? Because you are born into this world dead in trespasses and sins, without God and withou
t hope. Then if you believe the gospel, and learn to walk in it, obeying the teachings and commandments of Christ, you a
re alive in him and bearing fruit. But if you leave the truth, once you have fully been instructed and walked in it, you are n
ow twice dead.

Some people will always be dead in trespasses and sins. These people were alive and dead again.
 
Jude 1:13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the blackness 
of darkness for ever.

But remember they have no fear of God and no fear of judgment, because they pervert the words of Christ and the apos
tles, to teach the believer will never be judged. 
 
Jude 1:14 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with (should b
e translated into the MIDST OF) ten thousands of his saints,
 
Jude 1:15 To execute judgment upon all (his saints), and to convince all (of his saints) that are ungodly among them (his
saints) of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches (false teachings) w
hich ungodly sinners have spoken against him.
 
So who is Jude writing and warning about? The saints of the first century who left the truth, perverted it, and then endea
vored to lead others into their deception. John called them antichrist. The came or arose out of the body of Christ.

Jude 1:16 These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and their mouth speaketh great swelling wor
ds, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.
 
Jude 1:17 But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;

Now these folks he was writing to, were taught the original truth. But it may well be that we were taught some form of fal
se truth, that originated and was passed down through the centuries, by these ungodly men, who'd left the truth, and per
verted it. So don't worry, you can't leave something you never had to begin, with. There is repentance for those who hav
e been led into this inherited lie.
 
Jude 1:18 How that they told you there should be mockers (imposters) in the last time, who should walk after their own u
ngodly lusts.
 
This again is the same thing John was talking about, those men who went out from them, who were at one time the faithf
ul in Christ. And who all the apostles warned of.

Jude 1:19 These be they who separate themselves, sensual, having not the Spirit.
 
They separated themselves from the truth, to a lie, and therefore did not have the "spirit" or words, teachings, command
ments and sayings of Jesus Christ, because they were not holding on to and WALKING in that truth anymore.

Jude 1:20 But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost,
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Jude 1:21 Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.

To keep yourself in the love of God was to keep yourself in the original truth, delivered unto them. To fall away to anothe
r teaching, was to fall away from the truth. Again, you cannot fall away from something you never had.
 
Jude 1:22 And of some (meaning those who have left the truth) have compassion, making a difference:

Work this sentence in the Greek and it says: "And of some PITY, SEPARATING YOURSELF FROM THEM." For some t
here is absolutely NO HOPE LEFT, that have sinned that sin unto death.
 
Jude 1:23 And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

Meaning when you deal with these people you better do it in FEAR. If you drop something in the fire and need to retrieve
it, you don't just stick your hand in there and leave it. If there is a diseased garment, that could give YOU the plague, you
don't just ware it or you catch what that person had. 

Jude was telling these people he loved to use EXTREME CAUTION,  when dealing with these people. They had receive
d another gospel, another spirit and another Jesus. They could become contaminated by this teaching. A little leaven, le
avens the whole lump.
 
Jude 1:24 Now unto him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of his glor
y with exceeding joy, Jude 1:25 To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen.

And here is another mistranslation, that read in the Greek, states: Now unto Him who is able to KEEP THEM from falling
and to present THEM before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,"

I don't care if you receive what I have to say about this verse or not, but when I worked it and read the whole thing in con
text, the sense was that he was at first warning them to use extreme caution in dealing with these people, and then it wa
s as if he changed his mind, and told them, RATHER, let God who is able to keep THEM without stumbling, meaning ins
tead of you messing with it, commit the problem to God, who can deal with his own children, without STUMBLING HIMS
ELF. 

In other words God can deal with them, without getting infected with what they've got. Commit them unto God who is abl
e to keep them, preserve them either for eternal life, or eternal fire, put it in God's hands.

Jude knew the absolute danger these people posed, to the then existing churches. "A man's enemies shall be they of hi
s own household."

You don't of course have to believe me on the translation of this last verse, but if you read it in the Interlinear you will see
and wonder WHY the word for word translation used the word "THEM", instead of the word "YOU".

At the time of the KJV translation, there is NO WAY, they would have translated the word correctly as "THEM", or the wo
rds "making a difference", as "separating yourself", because there was no way, they wanted anyone to think, if they read
this, that they should separate themselves from the then Church of England. There was way too much separating going 
on as far as everyone was concerned.

Jude, and having also been infested with the teachings, they passed down, I would say the same, knew how deceptive t
hese men were, and how dangerously catching their spirit was. So he basically preferred if they would just put these peo
ple in God's hands. People can come out of deception, and God does give some space to repent.

So this is some of the understanding of Jude that I came to after many years. My question was "God who are these peo
ple"? Was answered, in that it was not talking about unbelievers, but believers who had left the truth.

What they taught, I traced down and back through history, seeing it morph into varrious forms, and wind up IN me. Seeki
ng out who they were opened my eyes to many other books in the bible, and led me out of the deception, and is still lead
ing me out of the deception they began 2000 years ago.
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As I said, I was taught a form of the very thing Jude warned about. I found that even though I thought I myself was "cont
ending for the faith, which was once delivered unto the saints," in reality I was contending for the false faith, the false go
spel, that had arose from within and among the saints of the first century. 

Regards,
El Harris

Re: The Letter of Jude, What is it to You? - posted by Axe1338, on: 2009/8/27 14:37
Brother El,

I did not read your whole post and forgive me, but I don't fully understand the point of it. From what I did read though I
would simply recommend that you do a more in depth study of this epistle; a lot of what you said was good but some
things said were not in its proper context. I shared a message a while ago on Jude and have some stuff we can look at,
just PM me. One thing that did strike me as odd is that you made no mention of 2 Peter chapter 2 which Jude is
echoing. Peter said that there will be false teachers among you and Jude is saying they are already here. Just thoug
ht it odd brother God bless.

Re: The Letter of Jude, What is it to You? - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2009/8/27 16:35
Jude 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

These are not Christians from within, these are men from without, crept in, ("who were before of old ordained to this con
demnation, ungodly men") Not Christians from within.  The True Christian is who Jude is warning, Those whom Jude tell
s; 
Jude 1:17-19  But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ; 
How that they told you there should be mockers in the last time, who should walk after their own ((ungodly)) lusts. These
be they who separate themselves, sensual, (((having not the Spirit.)))  "Without the Spirit of Christ in you, you are none o
f His."

This is where we are to keep ourselves, and not stay in the warning of Jude, but in Jude's remembrance of who we are i
n Christ and separating ourselves from these ravenous wolves. 

The Christian is saved in Christ, by Jude's declaration:  Jude 1:20-21  But ye, beloved, building up yourselves on your m
ost holy faith, praying in the Holy Ghost, Keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Chr
ist unto eternal life.

Then perfect in doxology;   Jude 1:24-25  Now unto Him that is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, To the only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, dominion a
nd power, both now and ever. Amen.

Beautiful doxology with which this Epistle ends! His own are being kept in the evil days with which the age closes. They 
are the preserved in Jesus Christ kept for Him. And while we wait for Him, He is able to keep us not only from falling, but
from stumbling. And then comes that day in which He will present His own, His beloved people, whom He bought by His 
own precious blood. He will present them faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. And what a day 
of joy and gladness, as well as of glory, it will be, when He shall see the travail of His soul and will be Satisfied, the day i
n which He will present to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be h
oly and without blame! (Eph 5:27)

In Christ and kept in the Fathers Hands.

Romans 8:31-39  What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? He that spared not h
is own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? Who shall lay any thi
ng to the charge of God's elect? It is God that justifieth. Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, tha
t is risen again, who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. Who shall separate us from t
he love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written
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, For thy sake we are killed all the day long; we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are
more than conquerors through him that loved us. For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princip
alities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Phillip

Re:  - posted by elharris, on: 2009/8/27 16:52
Dear Brother,

You said:

Quote:
-------------------------Brother El,

I did not read your whole post and forgive me, but I don't fully understand the point of it. 
-------------------------

That's Ok, but usually the point is at the end of the sword 

Quote:
-------------------------a lot of what you said was good but some things said were not in its proper context. I shared a message a while ago on Jude and h
ave some stuff we can look at, just PM me.
-------------------------
 

I would be glad to read anything you have written on the subject But you would not understand the context of which I wa
s speaking if you did not read the whole content.

I might take you out into left field for a bit, but then you might see, that even out in left field is still in the ball park. 

Quote:
-------------------------One thing that did strike me as odd is that you made no mention of 2 Peter chapter 2 which Jude is echoing. Peter said that there wi
ll be false teachers among you and Jude is saying they are already here. Just thought it odd brother God bless.
-------------------------

That is the part you did not read. I stated in the post: John wrote the letters of 1st, 2nd and 3rd John as a warning a
bout these men. And his letters, as well as Jude, James and PETER reveal who they were and what they taught.

If you won't take the time to read my letter and tell me what I said, how can I know, I can trust you to read their letters an
d fully tell me what they said. What if you draw all your conclusions off the first few verses or chapters, instead of readin
g, comprehending and assimilating the entire book? And then that book within the context of every other book. what if yo
u missed something, because you did not read it, or remember it?

PLEASE DO NOT GET OFFENDED, I am not saying you do that. I am just speaking as an example. I will know if you d
o that when I read what you wrote. 

The post was to facilitate a discussion, and you have added the false teachers of 2nd Peter, even though I only referred 
to Peter's writings in general regarding that subject. 

I went out what what seemed to you the context, of false teachers, because we need to know, how the gospel was com
mitted unto man to steward. 
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Thus if man corrupts or looses it, man must recover it. And that original gospel must be recovered before one can truly e
arnestly contend for it. 

Perhaps that is where I lost you, but I cannot say for sure, since I don't know where you read to and when you stopped. 
But I would be interested to understand why you thought I went out of context, and where.

Again, I would be more than glad to read what you have written on Jude.

Regards,
El Harris

Re:  - posted by Wordizlife (), on: 2009/8/27 16:59
I read the whole post by the OP and I think the main point is some people became believers in the Lord Jesus at one poi
nt in time in the first century. A bit later, some of these same brothers voluntarily fell out of the truth and began to draw ot
her brethren away with a new "revelation" of the gospel.

That new revelation of the Gospel was that all Christians will escape Judgment (correct me if im wrong). That's the main 
topic this article of the OP is addressing. That the antichrist came out through people who were at one point in time actu
al believers in the Lord, and that they lost their salvation when they began preaching these false doctrines, perverting th
e truth of the gospel, damning souls to hell.

Correct me if im wrong, but I sensed that was the gist of the article. 

Re: The Letter of Jude, What is it to You? - posted by twayneb (), on: 2009/8/27 18:00

Quote:
-------------------------And here is another mistranslation, that read in the Greek, states: Now unto Him who is able to KEEP THEM from falling and to pre
sent THEM before the presence of his glory with exceeding joy,"
-------------------------

Not sure what lexicon you are using.  I cannot find where that word is ever translated as "them", although it can be plural
and in the southern part of Israel might have been translated as "y'all". :-) 

I do think that verse 23 might contradict your overall conclusion that we should simply leave those that departed into erro
r and began teaching it to others to God and allow Him to take care of it, as we are instructed to save them by pulling the
m out of the fire.  I agree, we must always be careful and spirit led in these situations.  God is able to deal with them, but
I think has chosen to work through us as well.  

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2009/8/28 13:01
The final exhortations in verse :23, give instructions as to the believer's attitude towards those who have been led away. 
Not those that have introduced the false doctrine that led them away.

These hypocritical false teachers are already ordained to destruction: Jude 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unaw
ares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousne
ss, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

Jude 1:11  Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, 
and perished in the gainsaying of Core.
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We are to keep our eyes on the Lord and build those up that have been led astray.  Binding their wounds and setting the
m free from these spots of ungodliness.  Jude 1:12  These are spots in your feasts of charity, when they feast with you, f
eeding themselves without fear: clouds they are without water, carried about of winds; trees whose fruit withereth, witho
ut fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the roots;

So Jude speaks of bringing those that have been led astray back into the fold rescuing from the fire of this ungodly here
sys:

Jude 1:23  And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

This saving is not salvation, but keeping them safe, delivering and protecting them from these wolves and bring them ba
ck into the sheep fold.

In Christ: Phillip

Re:  - posted by Jimotheus, on: 2009/8/28 20:38
 Greetings Christinyou:

Jude 1:23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even the garment spotted by the flesh.

This saving is not salvation, but keeping them safe, delivering and protecting them from these wolves and bring them ba
ck into the sheep fold.

 I must respectfully disagree, Sir/Ma'am. If you read verse 23 carefully without any theological presuppositions, you will fi
nd that this is a salvation issue. The text clearly states, "And others SAVE with fear, PULLING THEM OUT OF THE FIR
E..." that is the fires of Hell. What do you think happens to sheep who are not brought back to the sheep fold? Will they b
e saved anyway and if so, why go after them if there isn't a real peril of perishing for the sheep. Will "once a sheep alway
s a sheep" keep them from being devoured by the wolves? Those who are sheep lead astray from the flock by false doct
rine must be restore to truth or else they will perish with the wicked.  

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2009/8/29 1:31
1 John 2:22-23  Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father and th
e Son. Whosoever denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father: (but) he that acknowledgeth the Son hath the Father 
also.

Jude 1:4  For there are certain men crept in unawares, who were before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly 
men, turning the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.

These are unsavable and ordained to destruction.  

The save in verse 23 is not salvation.  It is Keeping those that are saved from getting in close contact with them that are 
destined to burn in the fire and by their closeness get their garments burned and catch the leprous spots on the garment
s from their lies which lead astray even the elect, if it were possible.  These are the ones we are to protect and retrieve o
ut of the lying denial of God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  This is not a salvation loosing pro
position, but a leading away of the saints of God by the deception and lies of the antichrists, thus making the Saints of G
od of no effect.

In Christ: Phillip
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