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Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to stay home - posted by MikeCorral (
Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to stay home:
My friend is married to a believing wife. He says that he taking care of the duties of husband and has not neglected his
wife, tells her he loves her often, spends lots of time with her. But she does not want him to go and evangelize on a Satu
rday nights and or as the Spirit moves him. She wants him to stay home, and not go. Her father and mother are also Chr
istian, but they do not do evangelism, and for the most part stay home and watch TV in the evening. I am single and nev
er married, although I have had many wives before I was born again, I really do not know what advice or help I can give
him.
Any ideas? Experience handling similar issues?

When momma ain't happy, no body's happy...but what about Jesus?, on: 2009/10/12 16:29
At some point he must decide to obey the Lord no matter what. The issue is always a personal one, and does
depend on His relationship with the Lord, and the authenticity of his calling.

There are a number of missionaries that went in spite of much opposition from family and friends, and I recall one
who left his wife, under her weeping protests, to the mission field...

Was it Studd, or Howell who left their CHILDREN to be raised by others to heed the call of Christ?

This is not new, and a man should surely not be constrained by his wife to obey the Lord in most circumstances; that
is why the Lord gave him headship over his wife, to discern the will of the Lord anyway.

Many a good man has lost his calling and destiny in Christ, called to Preach and to GO, only to surrender to the pettic
oat, and gain relief from the drip of nagging and complaint.

There certainly is a cost to GO, but there may be a greater cost to STAY when confronted with Jesus's true will for o
ur lives.

Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2
Luke 14:26 If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers an
d sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.
Ultimately your friend must make a decision to whom he loves the most. He should speak to his wife in a spirit of humilit
y and with much gentleness about why he is doing what he is doing, and can't just stay home on Saturday night. He sho
uld probably even try to persuade her to go with him, or at least stay home and pray for his success and safety while on
the streets.
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Re: When momma ain't happy, no body's happy...but what about Jesus? - posted by TaylorOtwell (), on: 2009/10/12 18:0
Quote:
-------------------------Was it Studd, or Howell who left their CHILDREN to be raised by others to heed the call of Christ?
-------------------------

It seems to me this would be a sin in light of Deut. 6 and wouldn't be something to be celebrated.
I actually would suggest he stay home with his wife until they can work it out. His witness as a street preacher means no
thing if he has a strained marriage with his wife.
With care in Christ...

Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by myfirstLove (), on: 2
Good word brother Tom and kingjimmy.
I have witness many times of husbands following their wives instead of wives following their husband and because of thi
s i have seen it brought much toiling hard under the sun (the curse).
husbands are not fit for true discipleship if they listen to their wives above God.
remember why adam was cursed? the bible says that because Adam took heed to the voice of his wife instead of the lo
rd (gen.3:10-19)
women are made to be the helpmate not man for the woman.
maybe the wife needs help in understanding who she is in christ. and as the husband he should maybe sit down with he
r and help her see her rebellion, of corse in humility that she may fear the Lord.
I know the Lord has in the past help me to understand the evil of being a stumbling block to my husband and that cause
me to have godly fear. praise the lord i have learned to follow my husband no matter the cost and our family have been
spiritual bless! yes, husband's do make mistakes at times, and if my husband makes a mistake in going where the Lord
has not called him too, i have seen God faithfully turn him to the right road that he should go.
If, only wives knew how much their husband would feel so confident in their leadership role, if they would just allow their
husbands to lead wherever and let them make mistakes and see them grow more through their mistakes. god is faithful
to train our men in the right way! when we let our husbands go, the lord does use the wives a lot more as real help mate
to help the husband run hard after the lord for him and his family. god will give wives more wisdom to encourage and ex
hort her husband!

but, it seems most wives are scared to have their comfort broken and living a not so normal american lifestyle.
Re: - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2009/10/12 18:59
Quote:
-------------------------I actually would suggest he stay home with his wife until they can work it out. His witness as a street preacher means nothing if he h
as a strained marriage with his wife.
-------------------------

I agree.
It may be that God is allowing his wife to protest as a preventative measure. Many believers embark upon ministries whi
ch God Himself has not yet qualified them for. When a believer is entering into the will of God, doors that are closed hav
e a tendency to open, and doors that are being jimmied prematurely have a tendency to remain closed. It sounds like thi
s might be one of those premature doors.
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I can only speak from experience. If the wife of a believer is saying "no", he should respect her wishes and pray, for cha
nces are the Lord is allowing such friction for a reason. In either case, God will value his sensitivity and all things will eve
ntually work together for all good. What use is it to serve God only to come home to bitterness and resentment? Accordi
ng to Peter, such situations will actually hinder the prayers of the husband and wife. For this reason, we as husbands ou
ght to dwell with our wives according to knowledge - which often equates to giving honor unto them as unto the weaker v
essel.
My experience has been that God often uses the weaker to bring to nought the plans of the stronger.
Re: , on: 2009/10/12 19:04
Yes taylor and paul are correct.
I would add that maybe a compromise of every other friday night or saturday night he goes out. Not every saturday night
.
Also Saturday night is the night before sunday church. From that perspective the wife may feel overwelmed a bit getting
the family ready etc. so needs hubby rested and ready for sunday morn.
Also make sure to take wife out on date once every 2-3 weeks at least.
I speak as one who failed miserably in all the above.
Re: He should probably even try to persuade her to go with him - posted by MikeCorral (), on: 2009/10/12 19:12
I did mention about bringing her, and he has, but what he had told me was that she says Â“that all she does is watch hi
m,Â” and in a complaining manner. Before I posted this, they had argued, and he told me that he could not go today, sh
ortly after us making plans to go out street preaching and sharing the Gospel. After posting this, he called me back, and
said that she was going to stay late at school / college, so that he could go if he wanted too (her desire was for them to s
pend more time together when she got home from school).
So we went to the streets of DC today and spent a few hours preaching and sharing the Gospel. I am glad we went, ther
e was a GREAT conversation with one man, his name is Mario, and I think the Holy Spirit was doing His thing. Personall
y, I didnÂ’t do much, just passed out tracts, video taped my friend preaching, and I spoke to few people about the Gospe
l, however, I do not feel it went anywhere, but the conversation between Mario and my friend went well, they exchanged
emails, and if I hear more about Mario, I will be sure to post it here.
So posting here was successful to getting us out there today, but this was only one day. So any more helpful experience
or advice I can pass along to my friend would be greatly appreciated, and help us to keep on going together, often and r
egularly.

Re: , on: 2009/10/12 19:31
I've seen this type of scenario before and the best thing that he should do is to be with the wife. The Gospel can wait, it
would be foolish for him to save souls when his marriage needs to be saved as well.
Yes, his marriage will need to be saved. It's already starting to go down, just by the fact that he is complaining to you ab
out his wife is room for alarm. He shouldn't be complaining at all. No wonder she complains, he's doing it too. It's the old
story about wanting to be with the guys instead of home with the wife. The preaching of the gospel is pulled into it to ma
ke it seem legit. Oh he can preach, and draw a crowd and see people saved, but there is something wrong with this pict
ure.
No, I feel the motive is not right, something is wrong with the motive.
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Re: motive is not right, something is wrong with the motive - posted by MikeCorral (), on: 2009/10/12 21:06
My friendÂ’s only motive, as far as I can tell, is to share the Gospel in accordance with Scripture. We were and have bee
n mocked, heckled, and it has been a challenge, to do open air preaching and sharing the Gospel. Even on the car ride
back from DC, our sole conversation was on us working today, and as usual, our conversations are usually about theolo
gy. And when we are not talking theology or about the Bible, or talking about Jesus Christ, we are talking about how horr
ible sinners we are, praying for each other, and rejoicing and speaking of Grace , and of the Holy Spirit. So itÂ’s not reall
y the old story of guys wanted to be together, and my friend really desires his wife to be with him when he goes, and to b
e on fire for Christ as he is.
To be honest, I feel she is like most Christians, and especially with women (no offense intended), they look and talk the t
alk, but are not truly saved. Paul WasherÂ’s wife, Charo I believe her name is, her testimony is a great example of this. I
tÂ’s here on Sermon Index if you get a chance to check it out. But in general and from what I have seen, most women, e
specially those that were raised in a Christian home, and have been to Church all their life, and has pretty much done ev
ery thing that a Christian is supposed to do behavior and dress wise, but never being on the wrong side the street, just t
he Â“rightÂ” side of the street and looking over to the other side in disgust, and thinking to themselves that they would n
ever do that, and because they look like everyone else within the Church, that they are on the right side and are Christia
n. The thing is, we are no different than those that do walk on the wrong side the street, all have sinned, none are right i
n the eyes of God, we are all sinners, and in desperate need of a Savior, whether we have committed one sin or a hundr
ed and one, we are all condemned by sin, whether our doing or AdamÂ’s doing, and we are all separated from God. Tha
tÂ’s what sanctified means, set apart, we are apart from God, separated by sin. I know this to be a sad fact, but there ar
e many in the Church today, who claim to be Christian and believe in God, but have never been broken by Him, they are
like the ones that survived the wilderness, but were never bitten by the fiery serpents. And they can say all the right thing
s, and because they do not break the 10 commandments or any instruction given by the Churches they attend, they hav
e never experienced anything similar to being truly born again. In my experience, I find the example where Jesus teache
s us that those that have been forgiven much, love much. In the case of my friendÂ’s wife, it appears that she has not be
en forgiven for much, because she feels that she has walked in GodÂ’s ways from her youth. Until we are shown by the
Holy Spirit how ugly we really are, and for my friend and I, we have been forgiven much, beyond much really, to much in
my book and I feel undeserving of GodÂ’s Grace, that we are filled with so many things like guilt, love, compassion, moti
vation, disgust with our sins, and are compelled to share the Gospel, and its not just some guys hanging out on a Saturd
ay night. And going out to street preach on Saturday nights sounds like a movie with John Travolta, itÂ’s more like Satur
day evenings, from around 4 pm to 9 pm. In addition, I feel strongly compelled to serve Christ in everyway possible, not t
o make up for what I have done, because I canÂ’t, but Jesus Christ has done so much for me, how can I possibly say no
to someone in need, it would be like saying no to Jesus Himself, and we truly are lost without Him, my debt is great, oh
Grace, how great a debtor. Furthermore, there is no such thing as death, you either go to Heaven for all eternity or to He
ll for all eternity, and Hell is not just you being dead or out of Heaven, but it is a place where the worm does not die and t
he fire is never quenched and it is eternal, and itÂ’s not an end, but is a beginning and it lasts forever. And unless every
Christian is guilty of not having a gift from the Holy Spirit to be able to share the Gospel or do evangelism, we are one of
the few Christians who have this special gift to do evangelism (Biblical sarcasm here, for a good Biblical example of this,
please see: 1 Samuel 15:10-23, for there is no specific gift called evangelism given by the Holy Spirit). And as such, we
either need to exercise the gift we have been given, or share the Good News as commanded by Christ. Hey we are a pr
oduct of the revival that Sermon Index is working towards to, we are the next generation of evangelist, move over Spurg
eon!
Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by roaringlamb (), on:
Both Taylor and Paul have given wonderful counsel toward this situation.
Allow me to go one step further and say that by going out in spite of his wife's wishes, he is NOT preaching the Gospel t
o his wife, and is not loving her as Christ loves the Church.
I don't know how much he loves her, but if he really loves her, he will see her as a blessing and a gift from God rather th
an a hindrance to some ministry he might have.
Too often men believe that they can provide financially for their wives and that should be enough, however the needs th
at husbands are to meet are much more(emotional, physical, etc.).
He should love his wife and pray for God to do what He will in the situation. Also let him know that if she starts to feel res
entment and bitterness because she feels unloved, it will be a VERY hard battle to win it back, and that is IF he can.
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Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2009/10/12 21:37
Hi roaringlamb...
I think that this is very good counsel. The short phrase comes to mind in regard to this: "...and they shall be one flesh" (
Genesis 2:24) and "...if a house be divided against itself, that house cannot stand" (Mark 3:25).
:-)

Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by tjservant (), on: 200
Hi
I believe John Piper provides good counsel on this subject
(http://www.desiringgod.org/ResourceLibrary/AskPastorJohn/ByTopic/49_Biblical_Manhood_and_Womanhood/3329_W
hat_would_you_say_to_a_couple_who_feel_very_differently_about_the_direction_their_life_should_take/) here. He ans
wers the question: What would you say to a couple who feel very differently about the direction their life should take?

Re: John Piper - posted by MikeCorral (), on: 2009/10/12 21:55
Outstanding tjservant, thanks! Will send this to him now...
Re: , on: 2009/10/12 21:56
You have no idea how much I've played this same scenario. My friend was married, complained about his wife and I was
single. I understood him, but I didn't understand her. She wanted him home but he was always out with me and I couldn'
t understand what her problem was. We had great fellowship together. He had the ability to minister and sway people int
o the kingdom of God, I on the other hand was meek and mild, I'd be back up support. That went on for 5 years, finally af
ter a serious of events, they were divorced.
I KNOW what I am talking about and I've seen this before, that is why I said, there is something wrong with the motive. It
all looks good on the surface. But something is wrong. I, his close friend, could not see it, all I saw was my friend and br
other and the good work that he was doing and a wife that complained all the time. In the end, she was right.
This will be all that I'll say on the matter, but I am not attacking your friend, so there is no need to defend him. I am merel
y sharing with you the same exact thing that I have experienced.
That is why Paul the Apostle said that he wished that all men were like himself, single and free from distractions. But wh
en a man is married to a woman, his thoughts and attentions are directed at her. The LORD is not number #1 in his life, t
he only way that He can is by agreement with his wife that they put the LORD first together.

Re: - posted by IWantAnguish (), on: 2009/10/12 21:58
God doesn't need you to complete the work of the ministry.
God does want you to be obedient.
He should have never gotten married if he never planned on loving his wife as Christ loved the church.
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Re: - posted by roaringlamb (), on: 2009/10/12 22:01
Deepthinker,
It sounds as if you have been watching my life.
Five years of marriage are now nothing more than a memory, and while there are many things she has done, I know that
when we were first married, I put ministry first.
It was almost like I had no wife, and now, I don't.

Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by nearthecross, on: 2
I agree with a lot of what's been said. He should try to work things out with his wife. It may be that she is being used of
God to keep him from rushing into ministry.
But on the other hand, it may be that the enemy is using her to try to hinder him from preaching the Gospel. If she is con
stantly discouraging him from preaching the Gospel anywhwere, which is what it sounds like you're saying, then "we oug
ht to obey God rather than men" (or women).
I know if God wants him to continue in He will confirm it through His Word and circumstances. As has already been suge
sted, it would be wise to pray about it and seek confirmation from the Lord (if he hasn't already done so).
Having said all that...I must also add that it is a sin on the part of the wife if she continues to rebel against her husband's
decisions. It's clear from Scripture that wives are to submit to their husbands (Eph.5:22-24, Col.3:18).
Even IF the husband is wrong, and not being sensitive to the voice of God by rushing into ministry, the wife should still s
ubmit to her husband, pray for him, and be there for him if and when God does discipline him for his bad decision.

Quote:
-------------------------Was it Studd, or Howell who left their CHILDREN to be raised by others to heed the call of Christ?
-------------------------

It was Rees Howells. Rees Howells: Intercessor by Norman Grubb is a great biography.

Quote:
-------------------------It seems to me this would be a sin in light of Deut. 6 and wouldn't be something to be celebrated.
-------------------------

Taylor, I would be very careful of judging a matter and condemning a brother before knowing all the details. Prov. 18:13
says this is folly and a shame to you.
There are specific reasons why Howells' had to give up their son for a time, and they were clearly guided of the Lord to d
o so. They hardly need a defense, and this wouldn't be the right place to explain everything...so I'll just leave it at that.

Re: - posted by Christisking (), on: 2009/10/12 22:36
Both arguments have validity and merit - in my opinion the key is balance and prayer - often the solution is found somew
here in the middle rather then on one extreme or the other.
God bless,
Patrick
www.jonahproject.org
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Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by Theophila (), on: 20
His wife may be a baby believer, the fact that she's been a Christian for a long time, notwithstanding.
God forbid that we wound His sheep in our zeal for His work!
I would counsel he love her the way she wants to be loved. Then, spend time seeking God's face in the matter. He is fait
hful; He will show our brother what to do.
I believe the Lord instituted marriage to show humanity what true love looks like. Until each "Christian marriage" is model
ing this for the world to see, we may be wasting precious time, trying to be busy in God's vineyard while the primary field
He assigns us lies fallow.

IT IS WELL

Re: Husband wants to go witnessing / street preaching / evangelism; Wife wants him to - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 20
Its a hard thing to give advice when not knowing the couple, all men are different and also all women so all marriages
are special. My own experience is God may use the marriage to break a man or woman for the ministry God has
planned for that man or woman. I see both ways in history, was it Wesley that went despite his wifes wishes to stay?
and he won souls for the Lord in the many thousands.
Others maybe have to give up their "dream" of ministry for a season, maybe years, to humble themselves and love
those who are closest. I think family is the most important ministry a man has, some great missionaries left their children
to others for upbringing and they lived not for God when they grew up, some preachers so worked for God they
neglected their family and they know not God as adults, even feeling resentment towards Christianity.
But i think it is different with all couples, some may have an unconverted spouse, a fire to live for God and serve him in
ministry but it will not work practically in reality. I have learned sometimes staying is a greater sacrifice then going.
I always found this little excerpt to be very encouraging for me and my goal even tho far from it maybe today, i pray one
day this will be my marriage testimony to the world.

Marriage is meant to be a miniature of heavenÂ—a
fragment of the celestial blessedness, let down into
this world.
Marriage is meant to be a little sanctuary, into which
husband and wife may flee from earth's storms and
dangers, where in love's shelter, their hearts fed with
affection's daily breadÂ—they may dwell in quiet peace.
Marriage is meant to be a shelter in which, covered
from the frosts of the world and shielded from its cold
and tempestsÂ—two lives may grow together into richest
beauty, realizing their sweetest dreams of happiness,
blending in whatever things are true, whatever things
are pure, and attaining the finest possibilities of godly
character.
Marriage is meant to be a holy ark, floating on the wild
floods of human lifeÂ—like Noah's ark on the deluge,
bearing to heaven's gates, to the harbor of gloryÂ—the
lives which God has shut within its doors.
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A godly marriage is a little nook in the very heart of
God, where faithful souls are held close to the Father's
heart, and carried safely, amid dangers and sorrows, to
the home above! J. R. Miller
Re: - posted by myfirstLove (), on: 2009/10/13 12:03
*edit*
i have to agree with hmmmmm. all couple are different. it is hard to minister over the internet. we would have to hear fr
om them to be able to give wise counsel. I also agree with Mike about the wives. it does seem that a lot of wives aren't
saved, but are more like the normal american christians and truthfully christian men seem more differnet than the men in
the bible and even the puritan days. Christian men today seem more feminine. Not only in Christiandom do they seem
more feminine, but even among the lost. i think also alot of time christians seem to look at what marriage is through the
world's eyes with their own reasons and emotions instead of the word. whats really lost is wives showing respect for thei
r husbands and husband's watering the wives with the word, helping her obey the word.
i also want to apologize for my first post. i shouldn't have given counsel because I haven't heard from the couple myself
so was not able to discern rightly and give biblical counsel. it is very hard to rightly counsel over the internet. i have met
some people through the internet and a lot of them are nothing like they are on the christian forums. i will instead pray f
or this couple. God knows.
Re: - posted by BeYeDoers (), on: 2009/10/13 12:51
I echo Paul and Taylor here. I can't speak to the specifics, but in general, men are called to lay down their life for their wi
fe, not for their perceived ministry. As a man, your primary ministry is your wife, then your children. Now, on the flipside,
the wife is commanded to submit to her husband as unto the Lord, and should be helping him in his endeavors. Sounds l
ike they need to sit down and hash through scipture, and find out where they are each failing, and repent to the Lord. Ulti
mately, the husband will be held responsible before God for how he handles his household, and if he doesn't rule it well,
he's not qualified for ministry anyway. Furthermore, those "called to ministry" where marriage is a hindrance are few, an
d it is a special calling as a eunuch to remain single before the Lord. If you are married, that has become your calling.
My general thoughts.
Re: , on: 2009/10/13 15:59
Quote:
-------------------------it is hard to minister over the internet.
-------------------------

You know, that is not true. Paul spent his time in prison and sent 'emails' to the different churches giving them advice an
d he didn't physically see the situation but he knew by the spirit what was going on. It's a lame excuse to go down that a
venue because it give the person a reason to what they are doing by saying, "No one understands my situation". I think t
hat is a cop out, a distraction from the real issue and that is he needs to nurture his relationship with his wife, making sur
e that her emotional needs are met. We have to remember that her head is not Jesus Christ, it's her husband. So he is i
n a very hard place, he can't just go off and do his thing whenever he wants to like a single man can. He has a responsib
ility to his wife FIRST. She needs to draw strength from him, once that has been established and settled, then he will be
able to go out and do the LORDS work.
He has the gift to preach that will always be there and it can wait. Yes, God will honour the call and the gifts and you can
preach up a storm and see hundreds come to be saved, but in the meantime things are straining at home and in your mi
nd you think that God will look after the wife. God will supply all your needs and will make sure that you will not go witho
ut, but as far as the physical, emotional and strength that she needs from her husband, God will not provide.
This will take some time for her to understand. You'll need to talk about the ministry with her and gently minister to her th
e importance of doing the LORDS work. This will take some time to sink in, so your going to remain patient and understa
nding. It's not something you bombard her with, here a little there a little. Read the bible together. Do things together, est
ablish that relationship, do the laundry. These things all attribute to good sound relationships. And pray for your wife that
she comes into this understanding, and pray for yourself that you love her in a greater measure as Christ loves the Chur
ch and died for it.
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It's a hard pill to swallow but it's something that you must decide.
You as a friend won't like it because that will mean that he won't spend much time with you. I've had that happen to me a
nd it was something that I did not like. But if I felt like that because he wasn't spending as much time with me, how much
more did his wife feel the same thing? It was then that I grew up real quick and moved on.

Re: Good Counsel - posted by MikeCorral (), on: 2009/10/13 16:16
Great advice everyone, I will be sure pass along all your helpful experience and guidance, thank you so much.
In His Strength and for His Glory,
Mike

Re: - posted by hmmhmm (), on: 2009/10/13 16:32
Quote:
-------------------------You know, that is not true. Paul spent his time in prison and sent 'emails' to the different churches giving them advice and he didn't
physically see the situation but he knew by the spirit what was going on. It's a lame excuse to go down that avenue because it give the person a reaso
n to what they are doing by saying, "No one understands my situation". I think that is a cop out, a distraction from the real issue and that is he needs to
nurture his relationship with his wife
-------------------------

What can be hard is to give advice when we do not know the situation enough, what i meen is, i would give different advi
ce if the wife was never born again by God, perhaps just religious profession? maybe there are other issues involved tha
t we know nothing about? maybe the wife is not submitting and are making extra demanding claims that are unreal on h
er husband? may be the husband are ignorant of his wifes needs and so much more that we can only speculate about. It
is true Paul gave directions commands and advice to the churches, but if the spirit says to share something i hope we do
, but i dont think in any of Pauls letters he did not have some report or letter to respond to, i think he had some informati
on about a situation or something in that church and he addressed those things. we can address these individuals with o
ur advice, but to say "do this" when that advice may in reality be all wrong due to all the facts not been brought out in the
light, in these matters its good to have godly elders to seek for guidance face to face.
Myself have been given advice from people about a family situation, i know they meant well and spoke in love, but since
they did not know all things their advice where not good and was never to work in real life. That is what i meant when i s
aid all are different. Of course some things is for all, the rule of love and much more.
Anyway, i advice them to seek out God in prayer , and seek counsel from elders that know God and have wisdom about
their situation.
Re: - posted by myfirstLove (), on: 2009/10/14 16:30
Deep thinker, I think you are being presumptuos here.
You do not know the couple enough to rightly minister. How do you know its not the woman's fault and she is the one w
ho is selfish and her quality time she wants with her husband is about watching movies together and not being watered i
n the word? Not saying this is her- we don't know. Marriage is a picture of Christ and the church. The woman joyfully o
beys her husband as the church should joyfully obey Christ. And the husband loves the wife like Jesus loves the Churc
h. How does Jesus loves the church. Not by feeding on to her emotion, but always directing her to follow the word no m
atter what, of corse with humility. Peter praise Sarah for her obedience to her husband and that the women should follo
w. Please read about Sarah. Most profess christians are not like Sarah and many despise her obedience to her husban
d because we live in a feminist world. and the spirit of feminism is not only on the most women, but also men.
We need to stop looking at marriage through the eyes of the world with the counseling of the world that seem right, but it
s not.
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Mike, I continue to pray for God to guide you in wisdom in ministering to your friends and that they would be led to elders
who can help them biblically.
Peace, Lisa

Re: - posted by MaryJane, on: 2009/10/14 16:58
Greetings Lisa
You wrote:Most profess christians are not like Sarah and many despise her obedience to her husband because we live i
n a feminist world. and the spirit of feminism is not only on the most women, but also men.
We need to stop looking at marriage through the eyes of the world with the counseling of the world that seem right, but it
s not.
__
I agree with you to many view marriage from the worlds point of view. The feminist attitudes that most follow with out eve
n realizing are a real burden to a marriage(my opinion from my own personal experiences at least)
God Bless
maryjane
Re: , on: 2009/10/14 22:00
What is the purpose of experience when you can't share it with anyone? Why bother going through anything if all we hea
r is "No one understands my situation". Why bother saying anything? Why say to another brother, "Hey, I know what you
r talking about, I've been there". Why bother saying that if all were going to say is , "seek God in prayer".
Did you know that there are Christians that can't seek God? They can't seek Him because they are too wrapped up with
themselves or too deeply involved in a situation that they have no idea how to get out of it. God always sends His man t
o minister reconciliation, rebuke, correction etc..
I am NOT saying that God has sent me to this forum to minister reconciliation, certainly not. I am a tadpole in the midst o
f Giants on here that are far more experienced, knowledgeable, faithful, and know how to seek and worship God.
We shouldn't excuse our experiences. Paul said that "he became all things to all men that he may win some". When we
have experienced depression, or endured cancer treatment, or Prayed and Fasted at length, if we can't talk about these
things to encourage one another, what is the point in going through them if all we are saying is, "You don't know the situ
ation". I may not know who Dick and Jane is or their dog Spot, but we should be able to know something.
I am not in defense of what I said, I am in defense of not dissing our experiences as nothing. When I hear Paul West, wh
om I consider an Elder in the faith, when I hear him tell a story about something that he went through, I sit up and take n
otice. There are many others that I look up to on this website that if they had not gone through anything, I would have a
hard time respecting them.
Thank you for allowing me to rant.
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