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HISTORY
Calvary Chapel began in the late 1960's as a small non-denominational church of 25 members pastored by Chuck Smith
. As we approach the turn of the century, Calvary Chapel of Costa Mesa is home to some 30,000 believers, The Word fo
r Today publishes Bible study books and tapes all over the world, KWVE broadcasts God's Word to all of Southern Calif
ornia, and Calvary Chapel's Bible College provides Bible education to thousands at its home campus in Twin Peaks, Cal
ifornia and at over 20 extension campuses world wide.
Because of its size and influence, many Christians have asked exactly what Calvary Chapel believes, what are its distin
ctives, what sets it apart from other Christian groups. At Calvary Chapel, we have always been hesitant to try and answe
r those questions, not because we are unsure of our beliefs, but because we are cautious to avoid division within the Bo
dy of Christ. After all, what really matters is what we have in common as Christians: the "essential" doctrines of the infalli
bility of God's Word, the virgin birth of Christ, His sinless life, death for our sins, bodily resurrection. ascension to glory, a
nd personal return to rule the earth. These are the essence of Christianity, and agreed upon by virtually all born again be
lievers.
When we move away from the essential doctrines to those that are less essential we risk setting barriers up in the churc
h, something we at Calvary Chapel have no desire to do. Still, Calvary Chapel is distinct from denominational churches
and other Protestant groups and people want to know what those distinctions are. That is the purpose of this little bookle
t.
It is not our purpose to cause division or discord in the Body of Christ, conversely, we long for unity among God's people
of all persuasions, and we allow for a great deal of flexibility even within our own ranks. Calvary Chapel pastors are not c
lones who all believe exactly the same thing. Still, there are distinctives that make Calvary Chapel unique and which defi
ne our mission.
THE BALANCE
In a broad general sense, Calvary Chapel is the middle ground between fundamentalism and Pentecostalism in modern
Protestant theology. In fact, we believe that this is at least part of the reason why God has raised up this ministry.
Fundamentalism is that portion of Protestantism which holds to the literal interpretation of the Scriptures, believing that t
hey are divinely inspired and inerrant. Hence, the "fundamentals" of the faith are emphasized. Although the modem new
s media and the liberal church scorn fundamentalists as backwards and stupid, the truth is that fundamentalism has pres
erved the integrity of God's Word and held on to the essential doctrines of the orthodox faith.
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Pentecostalism as a modern movement grew out of the Azusa Street revival in Los Angeles at the turn of the 20th centu
ry, and spawned denominations that emphasize the fullness of the Holy Spirit and the exercise of spiritual and Scriptural
gifts of the Spirit which had fallen dormant in the main line churches. Also criticized by the liberal church and news medi
a as being emotionally driven, Pentecostalism restored to the church the importance of gifts of the Spirit and the power o
f God for the believer today.
Over the years, however, fundamentalism, while it clung to the integrity of God's Word, tended to become rigid, legalistic
, and unaccepting of spiritual gifts. Similarly, Pentecostalism became enthusiastic and emotional at the expense of the te
aching of God's Word.
Calvary Chapel is the balance between the two. At Calvary Chapel we believe in the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in
the Bible, and we encourage their exercise, but always decently and in order, and with the primary emphasis on the Wor
d of God which we look to as our primary rule of faith.
To quote Pastor Chuck Smith: "We believe in the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in the Scriptures, and that they are va
lid for today if they are exercised within the Scriptural guidelines. We as believers are to covet the best gifts, seeking to e
xercise them in love that the whole Body of Christ might be edified. We believe that love is more important than the most
spectacular gifts, and without this love all exercise of spiritual gifts is worthless."
Because of this balance, Calvary Chapel services are designed to be centered around the verse by verse teaching of G
od's Word, and special "after glow" services are provided where the gifts of the Holy Spirit can operate freely under the l
eadership of mature Christians. Many Pentecostals think Calvary Chapel is not emotional enough, and many fundament
alists think Calvary Chapel is too emotional. That balance is indication, in my opinion, that we are right where God wants
us to be.
CHURCH GOVERNMENT
Calvary Chapel also differs from most mainline churches in its style of church government. Most denominational churche
s maintain either a congregational form of church government, a Presbyterian form, or an Episcopal form of running their
churches. These three terms should not be confused with the denominations that bear the same names because other c
hurches of different names share the same styles of government.
The congregational form of church government is an American invention and appeals to our American sense of democra
cy. Basically, the congregation as a whole makes all decisions in these churches by voting on matters of importance and
appointing committees from its ranks to run the daily operation of the church. Most Congregational, Baptist, Pentecostal,
Brethren, and non-denominational churches are organized in this fashion. The congregation votes on hiring a pastor, vot
es on how to spend the money, and on anything else of importance. Although democratic people like the idea, congrega
tional forms of church government often wind up at best causing the pastor to be directed by the sheep he is supposed t
o lead, and at worst reducing the pastor to a hireling.
The Episcopal form of church government, used by Episcopalian, Anglican, Catholic, Orthodox, and Methodist churches
(to name a few) is controlled by a church hierarchy which may have differing names. Basically, there is a bishop, or som
eone of similar stature if called by a different name, who oversees the churches, appoints pastors to pulpits, sets policy,
and guides the vision of the local congregations. Unfortunately, this style of government, which grew out of European m
onarchies, leaves little freedom for the local pastor or congregation to follow the leading of the Spirit.
The Presbyterian form of church government, which is typical in Presbyterian and Reformed churches, puts the decision
s of church polity in the hands of a select group of elders (the "presbytery") who are appointed in various different ways,
depending on the church. These elders are over the pastor, who in turn is over the congregation. The problem here too i
s that this system puts the God-appointed leader, the pastor, under some of those he is supposed to lead.
Calvary Chapels are organized differently. Church government at Calvary Chapel is very simple, not a complex bureaucr
acy, committees and sub-committees are essentially non-existent. Basically, at Calvary Chapel we believe that the pasto
r is responsible for the church, responsible to hear from God, and responsible to feed and love His people faithfully. Elde
rs are appointed in the larger churches to help the pastor care for the spiritual needs of the congregation, as are deacon
s to help the pastor care for the material needs of the church.
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In addition, our churches have church boards as required by most states which vary in size depending on the size of the
church, and which usually are made up of mature Christian businessmen who can advise the pastor with respect to the
business operations and decisions of the church such as property management and investments. At Calvary Chapel, ch
urch organization is de-emphasized, and only the organization that is needed to run the church is instituted. The pastor
guides the church as he is lead by the Holy Spirit, and we trust God to put pastors where He wants them to be.
DOCTRINE
At Calvary Chapel we believe in all the fundamental doctrines of the evangelical Protestant church. For example, we beli
eve in the inerrancy of Scripture, that the Bible, Old and New Testaments, is the inspired, infallible Word of God.
We believe that God is eternally existent in three separate persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe that God th
e father is the personal, transcendent, and sovereign creator of all things.
We believe that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully human, that He was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, provided for th
e atonement of our sins by His vicarious death on the Cross, was bodily resurrected by the power of the Holy Spirit, asc
ended back to the right hand of God the father, and ever lives to make intercession for us.
After He ascended to Heaven, Jesus poured out His Holy Spirit on the believers in Jerusalem, enabling them to fulfill His
command to preach the Gospel to the entire world, an obligation shared by all believers today.
We believe that all people are by nature separated from God and responsible for their own sin, but that salvation, redem
ption, and forgiveness of sin are freely offered to all by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. When a person repents of sin
and accepts Jesus Christ as personal Savior and Lord, trusting Him to save, that person is immediately born again and s
ealed by the Holy Spirit, all his/her sins are forgiven, and that person becomes a child of God, destined to spend eternity
with the Lord.
As we previously mentioned, we believe in the proper Scriptural exercise of all the gifts of the Holy Spirit in the Bible, the
greatest gift of all being God's love.
At Calvary Chapel, we await the pre-tribulation rapture of the church. Calvary Chapel is strongly committed to a belief th
at the church will be raptured before the seven year tribulation period described in Revelation chapters 6 through 18. We
recognize that other believers hold a different view, but this is the way we see the Scripture's teaching on this subject.
We believe that the second coming of Jesus Christ with His saints to rule on the earth will be personal, pre-millennial, an
d visible. This motivates us to heartfelt worship, committed service, diligent study of God's Word, regular fellowship with
other Christians, and participation in both adult baptism by immersion and in Holy Communion.
Calvary Chapel rejects the teaching of "amillennialism" which spiritualizes Scripture and denies the literal 1,000 year reig
n of Christ on the earth as described in Revelation chapter 20.
WHAT WE DO NOT BELIEVE
At Calvary Chapel, we reject some popular doctrines of some Christian groups because we believe them to be in error S
cripturally. This does not mean that we will not fellowship with those holding these views, it simply means that such view
s are outside the boundaries of what constitutes a Calvary Chapel church.
For example, we reject, as we have already mentioned, "amillennialism", post-millennialism, as well as a mid or post-trib
ulation rapture view. At Calvary Chapel, we are strongly pre-millennialists and pre-tribulation rapturists.
We also reject the belief, held by some Pentecostals and charismatics, that Christians can be demon possessed. The S
cripture says "greater is He that is in you than he who is in the world" which makes no sense if a believer can be simulta
neously indwelt by both the Holy Spirit and evil spirits. Christians can be attacked by demons, but they cannot be posses
sed or controlled by them.
In addition, we reject "5-point Calvinism". For a deeper understanding of what Calvinism is, see my book Calvinism vers
us Arminianism, but for our purposes here, suffice it to say that Calvary Chapel rejects two of the five points of five point
Calvinism. First, Calvinism teaches that Jesus' atonement on the Cross was limited, that is, that He died only for a chose
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n group, His "elect", not for the sins of the entire world. At Calvary Chapel, we believe that Jesus died on the Cross for al
l the sins of all people, and that anyone who wants to can accept Him as Lord and savior and be born again. Strict five p
oint Calvinists believe that only the elect can be saved and that God has elected others to spend eternity in hell.
Secondly, we reject the Calvinistic teaching called "irresistible grace", which is the belief that man cannot, even if he wan
ts to, resist the wooing and calling of God to salvation. Instead, at Calvary Chapel we believe that man has a free will an
d he can resist the call of God if he chooses to do so. Therefore, those who hold to five point Calvinism are outside of th
e borders of what defines Calvary Chapel.
At Calvary Chapel, we also reject the teaching of "positive confession" which is the doctrine put forth by the faith movem
ent teachers that says that we as human beings can have unlimited health and wealth because we, like God, have the a
bility to create our own reality by the confession of our lips. These people teach that if a person will confess health and w
ealth consistently, then that is what they will have, and, conversely, the Christian living in sickness or poverty is settling f
or less than his full inheritance in Christ. At Calvary Chapel, we believe that many believers both in the Bible and in daily
life are often afflicted not because their confession is wrong, but simply because we live in a foreign world. We believe th
at the health and prosperity doctrine is a perversion of Scripture and is often used to fleece the flock of God. We do not
believe that God can be commanded by man to heal or provide, but that we must always submit to His perfect will even i
n affliction.
Additionally, we reject the teaching that uses human prophecy to supersede the Word of God. There are some Christian
groups around which claim to have prophets and apostles of equal validity with those who wrote the Bible. Moreover, the
y claim that the prophetic utterances from these people take precedence over the Word of God. At Calvary Chapel, we b
elieve that the Bible is the final authority and the complete Word of God for His church today, and that no prophecy or te
aching can ever supersede it.
Some churches have incorporated human secular psychology and philosophy into their teaching programs, creating ser
mons that are more based on secular humanistic theory than on the Word of God. While we respect our fellow believers
who work in mental health related fields, we at Calvary Chapel believe that the central mission of the church is to proclai
m God's Word to a lost and hurting world. Moreover, it has been our experience that humanistic psychology and philoso
phy often do more harm than good, and people respond best when God's Word is proclaimed in the power and love of th
e Holy Spirit. It is God's Word that changes lives for the better. At Calvary Chapels our services remain centered on the t
eaching of the Bible.
This is not to imply that we object to the work of the many dedicated Christian mental health professionals; conversely,
we thank God for them. Our point is simply that in our church services, we emphasize the teaching of God's Word.
And finally, as we have mentioned before, Calvary Chapel rejects the over-emphasis of spiritual gifts and experiential sig
ns and wonders to the exclusion of Biblical teaching. Again, we are a Bible based ministry that avoids programs and gim
micks in favor of the simple teaching of the Word of God in love to His people. In our services, we focus on a personal re
lationship with God through worship, prayer, and the teaching of the Word of God. We offer both expository and topical s
tudies; we do not allow speaking in tongues loudly during services because we do not believe that the Holy Spirit Would
interrupt Himself.
WORSHIP
Many people are under the impression that a particular style of worship is insisted upon at Calvary Chapel, that style bei
ng the soft contemporary Sound made popular by Maranatha! Music and by Asaph Records (which both originated at C
alvary Chapel). Although most Calvary Chapels do utilize a form of contemporary worship, there is actually a great variet
y of styles Of Music found In our churches. Some are very traditional and conservative, with organs or pianos and hymn
s, while others prefer electric guitars and drums. There is no set style of worship makes a Calvary Chapel unique; instea
d there is wide latitude in expression. All of us desire, of course, that whatever the style of worship, it come from our hea
rts.
Similarly, some of the worship services at Calvary Chapels are quite traditional, while others are more contemporary. So
me of our churches are filled with elderly people in suits and ties, some are filled with young people in jeans and tee shirt
s, and many are a combination of all different ages, styles, and races of folks who come together with one common focu
s: love for Jesus Christ and the desire to know Him more intimately.
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I recently spoke at one of the larger Calvary Chapel affiliates where seven different ethnic groups of people who range in
age from teens to quite elderly gather every week filled with the love of Jesus. That is typical of a Calvary Chapel church
. Most are places where anybody with any style of dress or musical taste or culture feels welcome.
STATEMENT OF FAITH
To better help people not familiar with the Calvary Chapel ministries understand who we are, we at Calvary Chapel's Bib
le College developed the following statement of faith, most of which was written by, and all of which was approved by Pa
stor Chuck Smith, the founder of the Calvary Chapel movement, pastor of Calvary Chapel of Costa Mesa, and President
of the Bible College.
Calvary Chapel has been formed as a fellowship of believers in the Lordship of Jesus Christ. Our supreme desire is to k
now Christ and be conformed to His image by the power of the Holy Spirit. We are not a denominational church, nor are
we opposed to denominations as such, only to their over-emphasis of the doctrinal differences that have led to the divisi
on of the Body of Christ.
We believe the only true basis of Christian fellowship is Christ's (Agape) love, which is greater than any differences we p
ossess, and without which we have no right to claim ourselves Christians.
We believe worship of God should be spiritual. Therefore, we remain flexible and yielded to the leading of the Holy Spirit
to direct our worship.
We believe worship of God should be inspirational. Therefore, we give great place to music in our worship.
We believe worship of God should be intelligent. Therefore, our services are designed with great emphasis upon the tea
ching of the Word of God that He might instruct us how He should be worshipped.
We believe worship of God should be fruitful. Therefore, we look for His love in our lives as the supreme manifestation th
at we have been truly worshipping Him.
We believe in all the fundamental doctrines of orthodox evangelical Christianity.
We believe in the inerrancy of Scripture, that the Bible, Old and New Testaments is the inspired, infallible Word of God.
We believe that God is eternally existent in three separate persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
We believe that God the Father is the personal, transcendent, and sovereign Creator of all things.
We believe that Jesus Christ is fully God and fully human, that He was born of a virgin, lived a sinless life, provided for th
e atonement of our sins by His vicarious death on the Cross, was bodily resurrected by the power of the Holy Spirit, asc
ended back to the right hand of God the Father, and ever lives to make intercession for us.
After Jesus ascended to Heaven, He poured out His Holy Spirit on the believers in Jerusalem, enabling them to fulfill His
command to preach the Gospel to the entire world, an obligation shared by all believers today.
We believe that all people are by nature separated from God and responsible for their own sin, but that salvation, redem
ption, and forgiveness are freely offered to all by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. When a person repents of sin and a
ccepts Jesus Christ as personal Savior and Lord, trusting Him to save, that person is immediately born again and sealed
by the Holy Spirit, all his/her sins are forgiven, and that person becomes a child of God, destined to spend eternity with t
he Lord.
We believe in the gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in the Scriptures, and that they are valid for today if they are exercise
d within the Scriptural guidelines. We as believers are to covet the best gifts, seeking to exercise them in love that the w
hole Body of Christ might be edified. We believe that love is more important than the most spectacular gifts, and without
this love all exercise of spiritual gifts is worthless.
We believe that church government should be simplistic rather than a complex bureaucracy, and we depend on the Holy
Spirit to lead, rather than on fleshly promotion.
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We await the pre-tribulation rapture of the church, and we believe that the second coming of Christ with His saints to rule
on the earth will be personal, pre-millennial, and visible. This motivates us to holy living, heartfelt worship, committed ser
vice, diligent study of God's Word, regular fellowship, and participation in adult baptism by immersion and Holy Commun
ion.
We seek to teach the Word of God in such a way that its message can be applied to an individual's life, leading that pers
on to greater maturity in Christ.
We reject: (1) The belief that true Christians can be demon possessed; (2) "5-point Calvinism" (i.e., a fatalistic Calvinistic
view that leaves no room for free will; specifically, we reject the belief that Jesus' atonement was limited, instead we beli
eve that He died for all people, and we reject the assertion that God's wooing grace cannot be resisted or that He has el
ected some people to go to hell; instead we believe that anyone who wills to come to Christ may do so); (3) "positive con
fession" (the faith movement belief that God can be commanded to heal or work miracles according to man's will), (4) hu
man prophecy that supersedes the Scripture, (5) the incorporation of humanistic and secular psychology and philosophy
into Biblical teaching, and (6) the over-emphasis of spiritual gifts, experiential signs and wonders to the exclusion of Bibli
cal teaching.
In our services, we focus on a personal relationship with God through worship, prayer, and the teaching of the Word of
God. We teach both expositorily and topically. We do not allow speaking in tongues loudly during services, nor prophecy
while a Bible study is in progress because we do not believe that the Holy Spirit would interrupt Himself. We have specifi
c "after-glow services" and believer's meetings when these gifts of the Spirit may be exercised.
CONCLUSION
By clarifying some of what we believe at Calvary Chapel, our purpose has been simply to help others less familiar with t
he movement gain insight into who we are. It has not been our intention to say that we are right and everyone else is wr
ong, nor has it been our intention to argue our position with any Christian believer. We are content to agree to disagree,
and we desire to have nothing but love and fellowship with anyone who calls on the name of our Lord in truth and sinceri
ty .
While there are many additional areas of polity and doctrine we could discuss, and while we could write volumes in an ef
fort to defend all our positions against other positions, this is not our desire. Our desire is to simply adore Jesus, and we
invite all God's people to join us as we do so.
On the other hand, there have been people who have started churches and called them Calvary Chapel that hold views
and practices very different from what has been described here. In our opinion, it would be better if they would take a diff
erent name for their churches that more accurately reflects what they believe and practice so as not to confuse people w
ho are looking for a ministry that is in line with what we have described on the preceding pages.
While many different kinds of people attend and pastor Calvary Chapel affiliated churches, all of the Calvary Chapel lead
ership (men such a Raul Ries, Greg Laurie, Mike MacIntosh, Jeff Johnson, Jon Courson, Skip Heitzig, Don McClure, Ste
ve Mays, Oden Fong, and Wayne Taylor) agree on the essential elements of this booklet, although their individual styles
of ministry, methods of preaching, and visions for outreach vary greatly.
As a potential Calvary Chapel affiliated pastor, we welcome you to start a ministry under the direction of the Holy Spirit a
nd to join our fellowship of independent autonomous churches if you are in harmony with our vision. As an individual beli
ever in the Lord Jesus Christ, we welcome you to our churches and Bible College programs regardless of your backgrou
nd or doctrinal position.
We seek the unity of the Spirit in a bond of peace and love and believe that God has called us to a unique ministry that f
ulfills His special purpose in this generation. May God bless you as you seek to draw near to Him in love.
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Re: A Brief Explanation of the Doctrine of the Calvary Chapel Movement by Larry Taylo - posted by sermonindex (), on:
I was able to fellowship at the Calvary Chapel church in Escondido California for a week and found it a great experience.
I posted the doctrine statement of the church denomination which is officially (non-denominational). An interesting tid-bit
is that John Wimber used to be a pastor in this movement and seperated forming the Vineyard church movement. At firs
t glance the doctrinal statement seems quite solid.

Re: A Brief Explanation of the Doctrine of the Calvary Chapel Movement by Larry Taylo - posted by philologos (), on: 20
Just a couple of reactions...

Quote:
-------------------------In a broad general sense, Calvary Chapel is the middle ground between fundamentalism and Pentecostalism in modern Protestant t
heology. In fact, we believe that this is at least part of the reason why God has raised up this ministry.
-------------------------

The middle ground usually means 'not quite fundamental' and 'not quite pentecostat'. I don't think they mean 'middle gro
und' I think they mean the balance which is achievable by holding both extremes at the same time. A see-saw can be 'b
alanced' by having equal weight given to the extremes. I think this is what Calvary Chapel sounds like, rather than the lo
west common denominator of 'middle ground'.

Quote:
-------------------------We believe that all people are by nature separated from God and responsible for their own sin, but that salvation, redemption, and f
orgiveness are freely offered to all by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. When a person repents of sin and accepts Jesus Christ as personal Savior a
nd Lord, trusting Him to save, that person is immediately born again and sealed by the Holy Spirit, all his/her sins are forgiven, and that person becom
es a child of God, destined to spend eternity with the Lord.
-------------------------

This earlier part of this doctrinal statement is very carefully worded. The notion of 'original sin' is conspicuous by its abs
ence. It doesn't really explain what is meant by nature and the link between than that nature and personal accountability
is not defined. Although the rest of the statement does declare (by default) that they hold to classic Calvinistic 'T'otal Dep
ravity. By implication they also hold to Calvinism's 'U'nconditional Election, and the little quote above clearly embraces
Calvinism's 'P'erserverance of the Saints. This is unusual as the three central tenets of Calvinism are very thoroughly int
egrated. Just observations...
Personally the last time I was 'measured' I was told I am less that 20% Calvinistic... and slipping. :-(
In my opinion (WKIP) the statement is 'quite solid' (Greg's verdict, which is so understated that I suspect he must have s
ome English genes!!) although a bit prescriptive to my taste in the eschatology department.
Re: - posted by Yodi (), on: 2004/10/6 15:15
I just got done reading through "Calvary Chapel Distinctives" the past few days, so this stuff is fresh in my mind.
I just thought... I should reply to the comment about us being in the middle ground or that we're not clear about some
things. There's a good reason for that:
Calvary Chapel Distinctives
chapter 11 "Striking the Balance"
by Chuck Smith
"An important characteristic of Calvary Chapel Fellowships is our desire not to divide God's people over non-essential is
sues. This is not to say that we do not have strong convictions. When the Bible speaks clearly, we must as well. But on
other issues we try to recognize the Scriptural validity of both sides of a debate and avoid excluding or favoring those in
one camp over the other.
An example of this kind of inclusiveness is found in our approach to the debatable issue concerning the ministry of the H
oly Spirit. We don't take a typical Pentecostal view, nor do we take a typical Baptist view. The minute you set your positi
on one way or the other, you've lost half of your congregation. Why would you want to lose half your congregation? Our
desire is to be able to minister to as broad a group of people as possible. The minute we start taking hard-line positions
on any of the non-foundational controversial issues, we alienate part of the people. In the essential doctrines of the faith,
we must take a firm stand. But in the non-essential areas, we accept that people may have differing views, and we acce
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pt these in the spirit of grace. It's important to recognize that we can agree to disagree and still maintain a spirit of unity a
nd love.
We do believe in the validity of the gifts of the Spirit, and that these gifts can be expressed today. But we don't believe in
excesses that so often accompany a freedom in the use of the gifts of the Spirit. So we avoid the controversy...
Another example of maintaining a balance on debatable issues is our approach to Calvinism. This is an area that people
get very emotional about. We're neither 'Five Point Calvinists', nor are we Arminian. We do believe in the security of the
believer. We don't believe that you can lose your salvation because you lost your temper or told a lie and, as a result, ne
ed to go forward next Sunday night to repent and get resaved...
There are people who are always trying to pigeon-hole Calvary Chapel. Do you believe in eternal security? I say, "Yes, o
f course I believe in eternal security. As long as I abide in Christ, I'm eternally secure." Now, dispute that. If you don't abi
de in Christ, are you secure? Can you have security outside of Jesus Christ? I don't know of any security outside of Jesu
s Christ. But I believe as long as I abide in Him, He's going to keep me from falling, He's going to present me faultless b
efore the presence of His glory with exceeding joy. And no man can pluck me out of His hand. I believe that, and I experi
ence God's security.
So often these issues come down to a matter of semantics. People end up dividing over the interpretation of a few word
s. We had a staff member here at Calvary who was very much committed to support groups. During his time with us he l
ed many to faith in Christ. Unfortunately, we had a parting of the ways that left this man so bitter that he now belongs to
a group called "Fundamentalists Anonymous." He is now actively encouraging people to abandon a biblically based faith
in Jesus Christ.
Is he saved? In reality, he's an enemy of Christ. If I were an Arminian, I'd say he's backslidden. If I were describing him fr
om a Calvinist position, I would say he was never saved. Now we're both describing the same man, but the terms by whi
ch we describe him create the division...
That's why I don't take a dogmatic position on this because I believe that the Scripture teaches both the sovereignty of G
od and the responsibility of man. If you take either of these positions to an extreme, to the denying of the other, then you'
ve got a real problem because the Scriptures teach both. But then you might ask, How can we reconcile them?" I don't. I
don't have to. God didn't ask me to. God just asked me to believe. When I come across a person living in fornication, in
adultery, or walking after the flesh and he says, "Don't worry about me, man! I accepted Christ at a Billy Graham crusad
e when I was a kid." Yet the person is a drunkard and fornicator. But he says, "Once I've been saved I'm always saved!
So don't worry about me." Believe me, I'm going to rattle that guy's cage as best I can. I'm going to take him to Galatians
5 where the Bible talks about the works of the flesh. At the end of that listing the Bible declares, "As I have also told you i
n time past, that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God." (Galatians 5:21). I'll take him to Corinthi
ans and to Ephesians. I'll show him where those who are living after the flesh and devoted to living after the fallen nature
's desires, are not going to inherit the kingdom of God.
Yet, on the other hand, if I'm speaking to saints with an oversensitive conscience who, every time they mess up and do s
omething wrong, feel that they've lost their salvation, I'm going to take them to the Scriptures that give us the assurance
of God's love. I'll show them how Christ is holding them and that no man can pluck them out of the Father's hand. I'm goi
ng to take them to the passages that will give them assurance.
So the position I take on the issue all depends on the condition of the person I'm talking to. I can take either side and arg
ue it ad infinitum. I can trade Scriptures with people on both sides of the issue. I can let you choose what side you want,
and I'll take the other side. I can produce as many Scriptures and make as good an argument as you can.
So the very fact that it is an argumentative issue demonstrates that there are two sides. If there was a clear definitive tea
ching, then there would be no argument. If we didn't have Scriptures that declare, "Come! And let him that is athirst com
e. And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely," (Revelation 22:17), then you'd have no argument. But the fac
t is that there is the clear teaching of choice given to us by God. He expects us to make that choice. "Choose you this da
y whom ye will serve," (Joshua 24:15). "How long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be God, follow him: but if B
aal, then follow him." (I Kings 18:21). But yet Jesus said to His disciples, "Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen yo
u, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should remain:" (John 15:16). There are tw
o sides to this issue, and it's important that we not get caught in a hard-line position on one side to the exclusion of the o
ther, because then you've effectively divided your congregation..."
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You can read the whole book on http://www.calvarychapel.com/library/smith-chuck/books/ccd.htm

Re: - posted by philologos (), on: 2004/10/6 17:39
Quote:
------------------------I just thought... I should reply to the comment about us being in the middle ground or that we're not clear about some things.
-------------------------

Hi Yodi
My comment about you not being middle ground was not a criticism. I think such middle ground is often the kind of comp
romise that pleases no one and irritates everyone. I think that often truth lies in the extremes, and a genuine scriptural b
alance can be achieved by holding both extremes at the same time.
I have a hypothesis that we are usually most right in what we affirm rather than in what we deny. What I mean is one pe
rson says; "it's not my responsibility, it's God's." The next person says; "it's not God's responsibility, it's mine." If you tak
e the affirmations you get "it's God's responsibility" and "it's my responsibility" which is right. If you take the denials you
get "it's not my responsibility" and "it's not God's" which is wrong.
Although I'm not a Calvinist I like Spurgeon's old comment. When asked if he could reconcile personal responsibility an
d the sovereign will of God, he said 'no, but you don't need to reconcile friends'.
Re: - posted by Yodi (), on: 2004/10/6 19:26
No, no, no... I wasn't taking what you posted as a criticism at all. I had just read on this subject recently, so thought I'd s
hare what I know. That's all. It's all fine. Nice how you can't read people's tones on here, huh? The restrictions of tech
nology!
Re: - posted by InigoMontoya (), on: 2004/12/3 16:30
Woo hoo! Looks like I have something worthwhile to print out and read this evening, thanks :)
From what I do know of Calvary Chapel, I really like, can't wait to find out more.
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/12/3 17:59
Quote:
-------------------------From what I do know of Calvary Chapel, I really like, can't wait to find out more.
-------------------------

From knowing nothing 3 months ago abou this movement I have been blessed from what I have heard and seen. And n
ow am involved with this movment in many different ways. One is that I am going to Calvary Chapel Bible School God wi
lling this next feb 2005. Also helping with a church plant for Calvary Chapel in Toronto.
Calvary Toronto fellowship:
http://www.calvarychapel.org
As much as I have learnt so far I am not in very harsh disagreement with any points of their foundational beliefs or doctri
nes. I have found that they have alot of beliefs that are very close to mine own and its a blessing to see a movement that
I can be in such close agreement on many issues.
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