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What Does God Have to Say About Revival? - posted by Yodi (), on: 2004/10/4 13:56
Revival... where does this word come from?  What does the Bible have to say about it?  What kind of revival would God l
ike to see as individual believers and as the body of Christ as a whole?

I still don't know where I stand on this... issue.  I am currently going through "The Revival We Need" by Oswald J. Smith.
 I think I will have more to say after I get through reading the entire book.

For now, I would like to read what you guys think about revival.  Why do you see the need for it?  What are you looking t
o happen?  How do you think revival works?  And most importantely, how have the Scriptures formed your opinion on thi
s thing called revival?

May we all thoughtfully, patiently, openly and prayerfully consider these things.

Re: What Does God Have to Say About Revival? - posted by Yodi (), on: 2004/10/5 14:12
Hmmm... interesting.  God has nothing to say about revival?  Or no one knows what He has to say?

Here's something I just read the other day,

"Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our suffiency is of God;  Who also hath ma
de us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter, but of the Spirit..." - 2 Corinthians 3:5-6

"... Every new and great movement of God is born of the Spirit.  When we examine church history and the various great 
movements of God, we discover they were all born in the Spirit.  Yet such moves of God historically seem to move from 
that birth in the Spirit to ultimately seeking to be perfected in the flesh.  This seems to be a continual cycle in the history 
of the church.  Movements that were once alive in the Spirit become dead in ritualism."  - Chuck Smith

"Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts." - Zechariah 4:6

Just something to think about... if you guys are in fact thinking.  Just glancing maybe?  Skipping?  Skimming?  Avoiding?
  I'm kidding.

Re: - posted by lwpray (), on: 2004/10/5 14:19

We are over and over again displaying and demonstrating in thread upon thread what God has said, says, has done and
does in regards to revival.
Repetition is certainly needed to capture ears and hearts for the sake of true awakening.
The word, the consept of repetition is indeed a key consept related to this subject, but the Church general is only inclied 
to novelty.
L. W.

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2004/10/5 14:25

Quote:
-------------------------Just something to think about... if you guys are in fact thinking. Just glancing maybe? Skipping? Skimming? Avoiding?  I'm kidding.
-------------------------

Avoiding. perhaps thats the most honest answer. To sincerly consider revival and the need for it will demand an intense
introspection in the mirror of Gods word. Are we living in the way God would have us to live that would be an mirror of th
e acts of the apostles?
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Quote:
-------------------------"... Every new and great movement of God is born of the Spirit. When we examine church history and the various great movements 
of God, we discover they were all born in the Spirit. Yet such moves of God historically seem to move from that birth in the Spirit to ultimately seeking t
o be perfected in the flesh. This seems to be a continual cycle in the history of the church. Movements that were once alive in the Spirit become dead i
n ritualism." - Chuck Smith
-------------------------

That is a GREAT quote by brother chuck smith! It hits on something that is so true in revivals shown in scripture or in his
tory. Its a continual wave times of high spirituality and times of declension (low spirituality). Its amazing that so much of t
he scriptures speaks to the condition of a backsliden believer, a fallen away people, a rebellious idolatorious nation. God
s prophets are usually raised when the people arent seeking God themselves, hes raised to arouse the people. Even mo
vements as Chuck Smith stated can grow old and ritualistic falling away from that fervor and intensity with God towards 
men. I would say that has already happened with the Calvary Chapel movement, the presbyterian movement at one tim
e evangelized a WHOLE nation (south korea) but now we are complacent to sit on our hands and not take hold of anoth
er nation for the glory of God. Revival could be simply stated as "Christ in Us" if the church realized this spiritual truth to i
ts fullest degree it would shake our lifes and then in turn shake and turn the world upside down around us.

Re: - posted by lwpray (), on: 2004/10/5 14:29

God is again and again bringing His people through death and resurrection. He brings them over and over again back to
the point of departure, of beginning, to be able to finalise His work which is done by the Cross of Christ in hearts willing t
o submit to the Lordship of the Holy Spirit. This work is a work of necessary repetition. This is the heart of revival.
L. W.

Re: revival - posted by moreofHim (), on: 2004/10/5 14:30
Sorry Yolanda,

I read this post once and expected others to reply. guess not. I like what Nancy DeMoss has to say about revival. Here
are some short articles on this page about her thoughts on revival: 
(http://www.reviveourhearts.com/resources/articles_topic.htm?catRevival) Revive Our Hearts-Revival

Here is a neat article that looks into what revival really is or isn't:

--Following are a number of cautions that bear consideration in light of the current explosion of interest in revival.

1. Not everything that is called "revival" is revival. Calling a movement a "revival" does not make it a revival. If it doe
s not bear the marks of biblical revival, we ought to question whether it really is a revival. 
Corporate revival, in the biblical and historical sense, is a precious term, that ought to be re-served for those "divine mo
ments" when there is a supernatural outpouring of GodÂ’s Spirit upon His people that cannot be explained in any human
terms. If we are too quick to ascribe the term "revival" to various religious happenings or movements, the word will soon l
ose its meaning, and we will cease to long and seek God for that which truly is revival.

2. The fact that a lot of people are talking about and promoting "revival" doesnÂ’t necessarily mean that we are,
therefore, in the midst of revival. Numerous, respected Christian leaders are declaring that we are in the midst of or o
n the threshold of a great spiritual awakening. We must be careful about accepting the assessment of men, even those 
who may be recognized as "authorities" on revival, and must continually evaluate what is taking place through the grid of
the Word of God. 
One of the curses of our age, according to A.W. Tozer, is the assumption that because we know about something, theref
ore we have it, when, in fact, nothing may be further from the truth.

3. Large crowds, intense enthusiasm, stirred emotions, energetic activity, and "signs and wonders" are not nec
essarily evidence of revival. Nor can they uniformly be attributed to God at work among His people. All these things ca
n be imitated by the world, or even counterfeited by false religions, even as PharoahÂ’s magicians were able to counterf
eit the miracles that God did through Moses.

Satan is a master deceiver and one of his most effective strategies is to stir up peopleÂ’s passions with programs that s
ubstitute noise, applause, activity, and human fervor for the presence of God.
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EvangelicalismÂ’s fascination with the sensational is not new to the 20th century. Back in JesusÂ’ day, people tended to
be enamored of the spectacular, the grandiose. "Show us a sign," the Pharisees demanded of Jesus. They wanted to be
impressed, to have their senses titillated. Jesus responded by reminding them that "an evil and adulterous generation se
eketh after a sign" (Matt. 12:39).

Today it is relatively easy to pack an auditorium with cheering, chanting "spiritual enthusiasts," if the event has been esp
ecially well promoted and the program consists of hyped-up music and big-name speakers who are known for their abilit
y to make people laugh and cry. People will pay large fees and stand in long lines to be entertained or to have an experi
ence that makes them feel good about God and themselves.

But the real test is what happens to those crowds when the message of the cross and repentance is proclaimed. What h
appens when they are asked to take out their Bibles and digest the meat of solid, doctrinal teaching? Unfortunately, as w
as the case in JesusÂ’ day, it is at this point that the multitudes tend to thin out, and we are left with those who are serio
us about being disciples of Christ.

4. Genuine revival will not be a bandwagon. So-called "revival" is a popular movement in the church today. Everybod
y seems eager to join in. But genuine revival will not be popular with everyone. It may have a polarizing effect. It will divi
de between those who are walking after the flesh and those who are walking in the Spirit, between those who want to bu
ild their own kingdom and those who want to build the Kingdom of God, between those who are attached to their own id
eas and those who are committed to the Word of God.

In the current climate, it is possible to promote "revival" without risking anything--our image, our reputation, our position 
within the denomination or the evangelical world, our sophistication, our schedule, our convenience, or the respect of oth
ers.

But when God pours out His Spirit in genuine revival, the participants and leaders of the revival may find themselves losi
ng popularity contests, even in the church. They may be misunderstood, ridiculed, scorned, ignored, or dismissed as fan
atics. Yet, though it cost them everything, they must be prepared to speak the truth to the people of God and to our worl
d.

5. We must guard against "revival" becoming just another popular program or emphasis in the church. In its que
st for results and success, the church tends to gravitate to trends and to jump from one new thrust to the next. Much like 
the world, we have an obsession with novelty. In the 70s, we were into soulwinning; in the 80s, we got into discipleship, 
small groups, and church growth; the 90s brought us cell churches and seeker-sensitive services. Now, weÂ’re into reviv
al.

The church of Jesus Christ does not need one more novel idea or approach. "The answer" is not a program or an effort. 
What we need is the presence and power of God. And that cannot be acquired by launching another emphasis; we must
seek His face.

6. Revival is not an end in itself. That mind set ultimately leads to self-absorption, which is a form of idolatry. Revival i
n the church is merely a means by which God is glorified in His people and His kingdom advanced in our world.

Our mission is not to seek revival, but to seek the Lord. When we set ourselves to seek His face, we likely will experienc
e the by-product of revival.

There is nothing we can do to coerce or manipulate God to send revival. All our prayers, our fasting, our gatherings, our 
efforts to promote revival are no guarantee that God will indeed be pleased to send revival. While it is unlikely that God 
will revive a people who have not earnestly sought Him, revival remains a sovereign, independent work of God.

7. Corporate revival is no substitute for personal revival. Further, corporate confession is no substitute for personal 
confession. And corporate prayer is no substitute for private prayer.

We rejoice in the many gatherings that are taking place for the purpose of repentance and prayer for revival. But it is pos
sible to participate in many such events without ever experiencing personal revival, confessing our own sins, or having a
personal prayer life.
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It is possible to focus earnestly on the need for corporate revival in "the church" and in our nation, while overlooking the 
need for personal revival right where we live--in our own lives and homes. It is easy to talk about "the church" needing re
vival. But the church is made up of individuals. What about my life? Do I need revival? Does my family need revival? If w
e get excited about attending conferences and services where God is moving in a significant way, while failing to deal wi
th the issues of pride, selfishness, bitterness, greed or immorality that are affecting our own homes, we have missed the 
point of revival.

Could we be so preoccupied with confessing the sins of others that we are overlooking our personal sins that need to be
confessed?

Of what use is racial reconciliation or unity between denominations, if we have contention, strife, and unresolved conflict
s in our own homes or churches?

8. There are no shortcuts to revival. We may be so eager to experience the fruit of revival that we bypass GodÂ’s con
ditions for revival: humility, repentance, contrition, prayer, and obedience. There is no such thing as a "painless Penteco
st." Weeping comes before joy. The cross comes before the resurrection. Death comes before life. Brokenness comes b
efore wholeness. As Sammy Tippit reminds us, "When God sends revival, there will be a lot less laughter and a lot more
weeping." We cannot arrive at the desired result of revival if we are unwilling to walk through the process that God requir
es.

In many ways, evangelicalism today has embraced the quick-fix mindset of the world. We are so bent on eliminating our 
problems that we gravitate to promises of immediate relief and deliverance. The "name it and claim it" theology has thriv
ed in such a climate. Christians with problems that are the fruit of years of fleshly choices want someone to wave his ha
nd over them or bind a demon of lust, rather than walking through the difficult, less dramatic process of repenting and re
newing their minds with the Word of God.

Quick fixes may provide temporary relief. But they will not provide the lasting transformation of heart and life that we real
ly need, both personally and corporately.

9. God is unlikely to send revival to those whose real heart motive is to build or enhance their own reputations 
or ministries or to reap blessing for themselves. We must ask ourselves, why do we want to see God send revival? 
Revival is not primarily a way to get rid of our problems, to make our lives easier, to increase giving, to get people to res
pond, or to increase the fruit of our ministries. The ultimate purpose of revival is for the glory of God--that His name migh
t be known and reverenced in our world, that His Kingdom would rule and reign in the hearts of men, and that His will mi
ght be done on earth as it is in heaven.

A. J. Gordon reminds us, "Not for ourselves, and that we may enjoy the holy luxury of communion with God, are we to s
eek for the times of refreshing. If so, doubtless we shall fail of them, for even spiritual blessings we may ask and receive 
not, if we only ask that we may consume them upon ourselves."

10. The fact that we agree about the need for repentance in the church does not mean that we have, in fact, repe
nted. Talking about repentance is far easier than actually repenting. We may, in fact, be calling others to repentance, wh
ile failing to repent of our own sinful attitudes, values, habits, or actions. Repentance means choosing to utterly forsake 
our sin and to walk in absolute obedience and holiness.

In recent years, the Christian world has witnessed occasions of extended times of public confession of sin. There is cert
ainly a scriptural basis for such confession. However, in the midst of such times, there is a danger of people "venting" ins
tead of truly "repenting."

Confession, whether public or private, is not for the purpose of providing an emotional catharsis for the sinner. And the si
nnerÂ’s guilt will not be assuaged if, in his confessing, he stops short of full repentance. The evidence of genuine repent
ance is not merely that an individual has confessed his sin, but that his life has been transformed and he is now walking 
in the light.

11. There is no revival where there is not deep brokenness and contrition over the seriousness of our sin again
st a holy God. God said to Ezekiel, "Is it a light thing  to the house of Judah that they commit the abominations which th
ey commit here?" (Ezek. 8:17). Brokenness implies mourning and grieving over our sin and hating everything that does 
not please God.
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All of us have, at times, been sorry about the consequences of our sin (e.g., the mess weÂ’re in, the problems and confli
cts we are experiencing in our relationships). But when is the last time we grieved over the nature of our sin, over our re
bellion against a holy, loving God? Do we realize the depth and extent of our personal and corporate sin against God? D
o we realize how far we have strayed from the Word and the ways of God?

12. Not all prayers and prayer meetings bring us closer to experiencing revival. If we are praying for revival, while f
ailing to deal with those things in our hearts, lives, and relationships that are standing between us and the Lord, then we 
are wasting our breath. Tozer suggested that we will experience revival when we stop using prayer as a substitute for ob
edience. Charles Finney, who understood the importance and power of prayer, once said that he would not go across th
e street to attend an all-night prayer meeting if those gathered were not serious about obeying God. All the prayer meeti
ngs in the world cannot take the place of obedience.

13. We have no right to expect to enjoy the fruit of revival if we are not personally willing to pay the price for it. 
Thank God for those men and women who are earnestly praying and seeking Him for revival in our day. But there is a te
mptation for us to ride their spiritual "coattails." Are we counting on the earnestness and prayers of others to bring about 
revival for us all?

Many believers today say they want to see God send revival--until they realize the price they will have to pay.

Del Fehsenfeld Jr., founder of Life Action Ministries, used to ask this searching question: "If revival in this land depended
on your prayers, your faith, your obedience, would we ever experience revival?" Are we willing to pay the price of fervent
, intercessory prayer and fasting, of sleepless nights, of crying out to God with all our hearts, "Â’till He come and rain righ
teousness upon us"?

What is to be our response to the current wave of interest in revival? Let us rejoice in every evidence that God is manife
sting Himself to the hearts of His people, that Christ is being exalted, that the Holy Spirit is stirring GodÂ’s people to see
k His face, and that believers are responding to Him in humility, repentance, faith, and obedience.

At the same time, let us be discerning and carefully evaluate every purported evidence of revival in the light of the Word 
and the ways of God. Let us not cheapen the term "revival" by prematurely or carelessly applying it to every contempora
ry religious movement, but reserve its use for that which is truly heaven-sent and God-initiated. Let us press on to seek t
he Lord with all our hearts and call others to join us in doing so. And let us eagerly anticipate that day when His glorious 
presence "shall come down like rain upon the mown grass: as showers that water the earth" (Psalm 72:6).

Â© 1999 Nancy Leigh DeMoss. Taken from Spirit of Revival magazine (February 1999 issue). Published by Life Action 
Ministries

Blessings, Chanin

Re: Good Input - posted by Yodi (), on: 2004/10/5 14:37
I like what you both have had to say.  Yes "lwpray", lots of revival topics.  Oops!  Heh, heh, heh.  And yes Greg please p
ray for Calvary Chapel.  I think there's still a lot of good things happening by the Spirit... but to every church, in Revelatio
n, a letter was written.  Having started in the Spirit, are we now striving in the flesh?  

Please keep me in your prayers as I dare to... address some issues I think I'm beginning to see around here.  Ways I thi
nk we're striving, sadly.  I have until next staff meeting.  Along with truth, I need love.  Please pray.  Thank you.
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Re: Sorry Chanin - posted by Yodi (), on: 2004/10/5 14:43
Oops, again!  Chanin, you must have posted the same time I did.  Yes, Nancy Leigh DeMoss... cool lady it seems.  Greg
just gave me a teaching of hers.  Very awesome!  And then I found a little booklet I was given at a Women's Retreat bac
k in 2000 titled "Biblical Portrait of Womanhood".  SO MANY good things in there!

Wow!  GREAT article!  Thanks for posting!

Re: What Does God Have to Say About Revival? - posted by Rahman, on: 2004/10/5 15:10

Sister Yodi ... 

I think God has only one word to say about revival ... "REPENT"!

Revival is God's joyous answer to His people, when in solemn contriteness we turn away from our wicked apostasy, in
the deep, heartfelt, and honest travailing of pure repentance before Him, as spoken of in Joel chapters 1 & 2 ... 

The scripture does not have to actually say "revival" in order for us to understand that a new, and fresh injection of the
Holy Ghost is just that to the Body of Christ, a "revival" again to live works, and no longer dead works ... Can these dry
bones be revived? ... Can these dry bones re-live?

i think David came pretty close to saying the actual word, but it's meaning is unmistakable ...

Pss.85
 LORD, thou hast been favourable unto thy land: thou hast brought back the captivity of Jacob.
 Thou hast forgiven the iniquity of thy people, thou hast covered all their sin. Selah.
 Thou hast taken away all thy wrath: thou hast turned thyself from the fierceness of thine anger.
 Turn us, O God of our salvation, and cause thine anger toward us to cease.
 Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations?
 Wilt thou not revive us again: that thy people may rejoice in thee?

We, His Bride today, are most definitely in captivity, in wordly bondage ... We're deep in iniquity, and God is not pleased,
and we'd do well to start talking to Him as the Psalmist did ... 

"Wilt thou be angry with us for ever? wilt thou draw out thine anger to all generations? Wilt thou not revive us again: that 
thy people may rejoice in thee"?

Of course He'll "revive" us again, just as soon as we determine to stop making Him angry, by pleasing His almighty nostr
ils with the sweet smell of our own individual flesh being consumed upon His altar, by the presenting of our bodies as livi
ng sacrifices to His glory, via much travailing, crying out, and the humbling of ourselves in the formulated prayer of Joel's
method of true repentance ... i think we're proving to God that we're not going to just fall on our faces willingly, so then H
e'll just have to be bring us ALL to our collective knees as He did so many times with hard headed Israel ... They thought
they were impervious to His chastisement too! ...

Willingly, or by force, God will have His revival in us, and it won't be long ... This is what i hear Him saying ... This is my 
belief.
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