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Just thought I would share  - posted by wind_blows, on: 2010/1/11 1:10
The First Two Chairs

In the first chair, we have an unbeliever or paganÂ—someone who makes no claim to follow Jesus at all. Perhaps this p
erson is a Muslim or a Hindu or an atheist. This person does not claim to be a Christian.

In chair number two, however, we have a person who claims to follow Jesus, but this person does not obey Jesus. At m
eetings, this person appears to love Jesus. But he does not really love Him because he does not obey Him. In Matthew 
7, Jesus said that there would be many people who say, Â“Lord, Lord.Â” There will be many who do high-profile works i
n His Name, but to whom He will say, Â“Depart from Me, I never knew you.Â”

Everyone knows that the person in chair one is not saved because this person doesnÂ’t even claim to follow Jesus. We 
know that unless you have the Son, you cannot have the Father. Unless you believe in your heart that God raised Jesus
from the dead, the Blood will not wash away your sins. This person does not claim to be interested in the Savior. He doe
snÂ’t believe that Jesus is the Son of God. This person cannot be saved because he does not trust in Jesus. JesusÂ’ Bl
ood does not wash away this personÂ’s sins. Until this person in chair one surrenders to Jesus, he cannot be saved. He 
might be considered a wonderful person and a good father and a good worker, but he cannot be saved without the clean
sing of the Blood of Jesus.

On the other hand, the person in the second chair says, Â“IÂ’m a Christian.Â” But the behavior of this person is bad, eve
n though this person may do seemingly Â“goodÂ” works in JesusÂ’ Name. In the Gospel of Luke, Jesus said that on the 
Day of Judgment, people like this will say, Â“Jesus, you taught in our streets. You ate at our table. We did miracles in yo
ur name. We gave our wealth to the poor.Â” But Jesus says to these people in Matthew 7:21, Â“You did not obey me. Y
ou did not do the will of my Father. I never knew you.Â” Jesus is indicating here that many people who profess to be Chr
istians, and even do mighty works in His Name, are actually on the broad road that leads to destruction. These people cl
aim to be Christians, they claim they are members of the Church, but in reality, they are not.

The person in the first chair is not saved because of unbelief. The person in the second chair is not saved because of di
sobedience, which the Bible says is also unbelief.

The Other Three Chairs
Now the people in the next three chairs represent true, Blood-bought followers of Jesus. These three are Christians. But 
I want to clarify something so that there is no confusion with the person in chair number two.

There is a very intriguing passage in 1 John 2 that identifies the individuals we have in our last three chairs. John said, Â
“I write to you children, I write to you fathers, I write to you young men.Â” And then he said it again, Â“I write to you childr
en, I write to you fathers, I write to you young men.Â” Now our normal way of thinking of the order of things is children, y
oung men, and then fathers. Right? But God gives this order, Â“Children, fathers, young men.Â”

Children, fathers, young menÂ—these are all saved individuals. These are people that believe Jesus is the Son of God, 
and their sins are forgiven and they are washed in His blood. Chair three represents children, chair four represents fathe
rs, and chair five represents young men. You could think of them as babies, mature or responsible adults, and then warri
ors.

The thing I want to make clear is that sometimes the behavior of children, even though they are totally saved, looks like t
he behavior of unsaved people (like the person in chair two). But the person in chair three (the True child) is washed in t
he Blood of Jesus. The person in chair two may claim to have been washed in the Blood of Jesus. This person might ev
en sing songs about the Blood of Jesus saving them, but because this person can go on and on deliberately rebelling ag
ainst Jesus, this person is not truly a Follower of Jesus. Â“Anyone that claims to be in Him must walk as Jesus walked.Â
” Â“Everyone that will not listen to Jesus will be completely cut off from amongst the People.Â” Â“Everyone that has this 
Hope purifies himself as He is pure.Â” Â“No one who is truly born of God will continue to sin, because GodÂ’s Seed rem
ains in him; he cannot go on sinning because he has been born of God.
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The Chair Two/Chair Three Dilemma
Sometimes the behavior of the person in chair two might even be better than the behavior of the person in chair three. B
ut there is something you have to understand about the Good News of Jesus. The person in chair three is saved becaus
e he has surrendered to Jesus and sought cleansing in His Blood. In Ephesians 1 and Galatians 3, God said that when 
a person believes in his heart (not just in his head) in Jesus Christ, that He gives that person the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
live inside of them. The Holy Spirit is given to everyone who truly believes and trusts in Jesus from the heart.

So now you have a dilemma. If youÂ’re only judging by the behavior, how do you know how to respond? What if you enc
ounter the baby Christian who behaves poorly, and you have an unbeliever that claims to be a Christian, but, for all you 
can see, perhaps behaves a little better? Well, has anyone ever been saved from sin because they have good behavior
? Is that the Good News of Jesus? Is the Good News that weÂ’re saved by our good behavior? Of course not! WeÂ’re s
aved by the Blood of Jesus. WeÂ’re saved from our sins past, and weÂ’re saved from our sins future by the Blood of Jes
us Christ.

So then, why does it say in the Bible in the book of Galatians that everyone that lives like a sinner will not enter the King
dom of God? That sounds like our salvation is affected by our behavior. But we know that canÂ’t be true. WeÂ’re saved 
by the Blood of Jesus, not by our behavior. So then, why does the Bible say that everyone who lives in sin and continue
s to live in sin cannot enter the Kingdom of God and will not go to Heaven? Why did Jesus say, Â“The sheep are the on
es who do My will and obey Me, and the goats are the ones who would not obey MeÂ”? Jesus said the sheep are going 
to heaven, and the goats are going to hell. And Jesus said you know the sheep by what they do, and you know the goat
s by what they donÂ’t do. That sounds like weÂ’re saved by our behavior. But we know that canÂ’t be true.

Resolving the Dilemma
What is the message here? How do we understand this aspect of the Gospel? Well, this is the mystery and the power of
the Good News of Jesus. Everyone who has truly given their heart to Jesus and has turned away from their past is given
the gift of the Holy Spirit. We read in the book of 1 John that there are many signs of what the indwelling Spirit looks like 
in a personÂ’s life. There are many who will say, Â“Lord, Lord,Â” but will hear Jesus say, Â“I donÂ’t even know you.Â” S
o we know that a person is not necessarily a Christian just because that person claims to be or does seemingly wonderf
ul things in the Name of Jesus.

The book of 1 John was written about sixty years after Pentecost. The Apostle John was perhaps eighty-five to ninety ye
ars old. John had many years to think and to pray about what a true Christian looks like. By that time, sixty years after th
e day of Pentecost, there were many people that had grown up in the Church. There were new babies born who grew up
and had their own babies in that amount of time. So there were many people that grew up saying the right words becaus
e their parents said the right words. By this time, there were many people who Â“grew up in the churchÂ” and so knew al
l the songs and could clap and sing and say all the right words. But John recognized that though some might appear Chr
istian, they might have never truly given their lives to Jesus. A person is not a Christian because his or her parents are C
hristians, right? A person is not a Christian because that person attends Christian meetings. A person is not a Christian 
because of mentally believing the right things. A person, according to Jesus, is not even a Christian by virtue of performi
ng miracles in His Name. There are going to be people on that Day, who have apparently done miracles in His Name, a
nd He will tell them, Â“Depart from Me into outer darkness. I never knew you.Â”

A Deposit of the Holy Spirit
As I mentioned, the book of 1 John was written sixty years after Pentecost. John answers many of these same question
s that he likely had to face also. John wrote many different things in the book of 1 John that describe what a genuine Chr
istian looks like. Over and over he describes what it looks like if someone has evidence of the indwelling gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The Bible says that everyone who is truly a Christian has a deposit or a down payment called the Holy Spirit.

When a person is buying a house or buying a car, sometimes they will give a down payment or a first payment. That dep
osit, or down payment indicates that the buyer is serious about the purchase. That first payment is like a guarantee that t
he full payment will come. The Bible says that God, as a down payment, gave the Holy Spirit to everyone who believes. 
This is the proof to us that we will inherit eternal life forever. If someone is missing the down payment, the deposit of the 
Holy Spirit, it is an indication that there has been no agreement or covenant made between this person and Jesus.

This is why John, the apostle, says that the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian is not whether they do mi
racles, not whether they believe the right things, but whether they have the Holy Spirit. And what does it look like when a
person truly has the Holy Spirit? Is it doing miracles? Is it singing and attending meetings? No, those are not indicators t
hat help us understand who has the Spirit and who does not. The person in chair three, who is a baby in the faith, may h
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ave truly surrendered to Jesus from the heart, but might display bad behavior sometimes.
Some Love the Light

John and Jesus gave us one very important test to help us make sense of this confusion. Jesus put it this way, Â“Some l
ove the light, and some hate the lightÂ” (Jn. 3). John said, Â“If we can continue to sin, then we donÂ’t know God, and w
e have proven that we donÂ’t have the Holy SpiritÂ” (1Jn. 1-4).

Jesus said, Â“Some love the Light, and some hate the Light.Â” This saved personÂ’s behavior might not be very good s
ometimes, but because this person has the Holy Spirit in their life, this person will love the light and love the truth. Like a 
newborn baby, this person will crave the pure spiritual milk of the Word. When you approach this person and say, Â“You
r behavior at work, or with your wife is disconcerting, brother. Do you realize that when you do these things youÂ’re hurti
ng many people, including Jesus?Â” The person in chair three may start to cry and say, Â“YouÂ’re right. I know you spe
ak the truth. In my heart, I am sad about how I have treated my wife. Thank you for coming to tell me. I want you to tell 
me these things. I need your help.Â” This is very strong evidence that this person has the Holy Spirit and is truly saved.

Perhaps this personÂ’s behavior is not very good at home or at the workplace at first, but the Bible says that if one is trul
y saved, the Holy Spirit will manifest Himself with a love for the Light and exposure of Truth. This person will say, Â“Pray
for me! Ask Jesus to help me! PleaseÂ—YOU help me, too? I invite you to speak the words and insights of Jesus to me 
anytime. I will open my heart and welcome Light and Truth and His Priesthood of all Believers.Â”

What does the person in chair two say? This person does not have the Holy Spirit. This person may appear to do miracl
es in JesusÂ’ name. This person may sing and dance and even preach sermons, but still not have the Holy Spirit. How d
o you know this person does not have the Holy Spirit and is not really saved? Because when you go to this person and s
ay, Â“Your behavior is not very good with your wife,Â” this person says, Â“YouÂ’re judging me! Get the log out of your o
wn eye! YouÂ’re being legalistic! Mind your own business! Who do you think you are to talk to me like that? DonÂ’t you k
now IÂ’m a Â“pastorÂ”? You canÂ’t talk to me like that! Touch not GodÂ’s anointed!Â” This person is not saved, becaus
e this person does not love the Light. There is strong evidence that this person does not have the Holy Spirit, because th
is person does not love the Light. Some love the Truth and so are saved. Some do not love the Truth and are not saved 
(2Thes. 2:10). Some love the Light and some hate the Light because their deeds are evil (Jn. 3:19-21).

So, if you judge only by behavior, youÂ’ll make mistakes. Sometimes the behavior of the chair number two people and t
he chair number three people looks very similar. In fact, sometimes chair number two people look better than chair num
ber three Christians. Chair number two people appear, at times, to be doing great works for Jesus. But Jesus in John 3, 
and the Apostle John in the letter of 1 John say behavior is not how you judge. You can only understand who is saved a
nd who is not by who has the Spirit. And a key evidence of the Spirit living inside of a person is that personÂ’s response 
to Light.
____________________________________________________________
Reading through this teaching and finding it to be very interesting. Thought I would share it here. Part 1

Re: Just thought I would share  - posted by wind_blows, on: 2010/1/11 1:20
The New Covenant

IÂ’ll go back all the way to the Old Testament to prove this point. The prophesy about the coming of Jesus in the New C
ovenant can be found in Jeremiah 31 and also in Ezekiel 36. In both cases, He said the same thing about the coming of 
the New Covenant. God said that in the Old Covenant, a man says to his neighbor, Â“Know the Lord, know the Lord!Â” (
WeÂ’ve tried to re-enact the Old Covenant in modern church for many years now, and itÂ’s the wrong idea.)

The New Covenant, according to both Jeremiah and Ezekiel, works like this: Â“The proof that IÂ’ve forgiven their sins an
d remembered their transgressions no more, the proof that IÂ’ve truly forgiven their sins and made them Christians is th
at IÂ’ll put my Spirit in them and I will cause them to keep my commands and decrees.Â” The proof that a person is truly 
a Christian and their sins are forgiven, according to prophecy six hundred years before Jesus, is that Jesus will put His S
pirit in them and He will turn their hearts of stone into hearts of flesh. He will put His Spirit in them and now the sheep wil
l know the ShepherdÂ’s voice.
The Proof of the Holy Spirit

A Christian, a partaker of the New Covenant, loves the Truth (2Thes. 2:10) and loves the Light (Jn. 3:19-21), and is now 
a Â“partaker of the DIVINE natureÂ” (2Pet. 1:4; Rom. 6:1-14). ThatÂ’s the proof that the Spirit lives in them or in any of u
s. We donÂ’t have to take everyoneÂ’s word for it just because they say, Â“Lord! Lord!Â” This is good news! Pagans or f

Page 3/6



Articles and Sermons :: Just thought I would share 

alse religionists no longer can control the Churches! We can now obey, out of relationship, the command to Â“get the le
aven out of the batchÂ” without being Â“judgmentalÂ”! If they do not love the Light of exposure because they earnestly d
esire to grow in Jesus, but rather resent and resist and close others out by being defensive, they are not saved, accordin
g to Jesus, and cannot be considered part of His Church. Now, remember: ONLY WITH DAILY RELATIONSHIPS can y
ou EVER know if anyone loves the Light and the Truth, and is therefore a child of God. A few meetings a week will never
allow anyone to know if someone loves the Light and is just weak, or if they hate the Light and therefore are not yet Sav
ed. If they do not love the Truth and desire it with all their hearts (rather than resist the Truth with pride and defensivenes
s and blame-shifting), then the Holy Spirit says they are not saved at all. This is very helpful to understand! IF they are s
aved, they WILL have the Holy Spirit (Rom. 8:9, Galatians 3, Ephesians 1). And the PROOF that they have the Holy Spir
it in them (no matter how many times they tell you a great Â“testimonyÂ” and say, Â“Lord, Lord!Â” Matthew 7) is that the
y love to obey. They are new creations and now love the Light, and love the Truth (2 Thessalonians 2:10), and Â“like ne
wborn babies craveÂ” the Word of God to be applied in their lives (1 Peter 2). Under the New Covenant, we wonÂ’t have
to convince someone, Â“Know the Lord, know the Lord.Â” We wonÂ’t have to say, Â“Change your behavior so you can 
act like a Christian.Â” Now we can say, Â“YouÂ’re behavior is not like Jesus.Â” And true believers, like newborn babies 
craving milk, will say, Â“YouÂ’re right. God forgive me! Will you forgive me too? 1 Corinthians 12 and Ephesians 4 say I 
need your help to be all I can be for Jesus. Can you help me? Please pray for me. And if you see me acting like that aga
in, please come to me again. And if IÂ’m not listening to you very well, please bring two or three and come talk to me ag
ain, the way my Master and my beloved Jesus said to do.Â”

Do you remember that scripture in Matthew 18? If you talk to a brother or sister and at first they donÂ’t understand you o
r wonÂ’t hear you, Jesus says you should bring two or three others to help them understand. Then, if they still donÂ’t un
derstand and wonÂ’t change, you should tell the whole Church. IsnÂ’t that what our Lord taught us to do?

Now, letÂ’s say you come to me and IÂ’m angry with my children, and you say, Â“You shouldnÂ’t be angry with your chil
dren like that. You can be kind.Â” Or IÂ’m quarreling with people and having arguments with people, and you come to m
e and say, Â“God said the LordÂ’s servant must not quarrel.Â” If IÂ’m a little baby, I might say, Â“You know, I donÂ’t real
ly see what youÂ’re saying. I donÂ’t really agree with you. I donÂ’t understand what youÂ’re saying. You say my behavio
r is bad, but I donÂ’t really see it that way. Will you please bring three others to help me understand, because I donÂ’t ag
ree with you? If youÂ’re right, I want to know about it, because I want to change. So please bring two or three others to h
elp me understand and then even tell the Church if you need to, because I want to understand.Â”
Look at the Heart, Not Behavior

This heart is the proof that the Holy Spirit lives inside of a person. The gift of the Holy Spirit is the deposit that guarantee
s their inheritance. Â“This is the verdict,Â” says Jesus, in John 3. This is what separates innocent from guilty. Not that ev
eryone is perfect, but the ones who have their sins forgiven ALL Â“love the Light.Â” They have the gift of the Spirit that t
hey didnÂ’t have before. Now, from deep inside, their hearts of stone have become soft hearts of flesh. From deep insid
e, God is causing them to keep His commands and decrees. From deep inside, they care about JesusÂ’ words about th
eir behavior. The sheep know the ShepherdÂ’s voice because they have the Spirit of Jesus. The sheep say, Â“I want to 
follow Jesus! Lead me that way.Â” The goats say, Â“Leave me alone! I can do miracles! I can give my money to the poo
r! I know things. IÂ’m better than you, and I donÂ’t care what you say.Â”

Looking at behavior is not the best way to understand the heart. If a personÂ’s behavior is bad, thatÂ’s an indication that
there is a problem. But if you cannot talk to them because they do not love the Light, then you have a serious problem. T
hat person is not saved. If, on the other hand, a personÂ’s behavior is not very good because they are still a baby, the b
ehavior is still a problem. They just may not know any better, but they love the Light and want help. And thatÂ’s a very w
orkable situation.

We must not look only at the behavior problems. Many people have problems because, perhaps, their parents raised the
m poorly. Others perhaps had friends who were bad company before they became disciples of Jesus. Perhaps before c
oming to Jesus many were deep in sin (as I was and some of you were), and so we came into the Kingdom with pretty b
ad habits. Again, the issue is do we love the Light?!

Do you remember this example from Scriptures? The believers in Corinth were new Christians. None of them had been 
Christians for more than three or four years. They lived in a very wicked city called Corinth. There were many evil things 
in that city. Many of the believers in the Church in Corinth had been involved in those evil things, including homosexualit
y and many other things, according to the letter. These believers had come out of those evil, wicked things, but they wer
e still babies. They had given their lives to Jesus, but they still had weaknesses and bad habits. So their behavior was n
ot yet perfect. But do you remember what Paul said when he confronted some of their problems? He said, Â“I knew that 
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you would obey.Â”

In the second letter to the Corinthians, in chapter 7 Paul said, Â“When you got my first letter, you responded with great e
nergy and great repentance. You were frightened by the evil that you saw in your own lives. You were alarmed by it, and
you were very earnest and passionate to rid yourself of that sin.Â” Paul said, Â“I bragged to Titus that I knew when you 
got my letter that you would repent.Â” ThatÂ’s what it says in 2 Corinthians 7.

Their behavior was very bad in the Church in Corinth. Paul wrote the first letter to them confronting all of their different ki
nds of sin. But they were truly saved, and Paul knew that they were, so he was able to write, Â“I knew you had the Holy 
Spirit, so I knew that when I brought these things to your attention that you would repent. And I even told Titus you woul
d repent. So now Titus has returned to me and brought me a lovely message, and it brings great joy to my heart to hear 
you have repented just as I told him you would.Â” Any person who truly has the Holy Spirit will welcome a letter or welco
me a brother coming to them and helping them. They want to change.

The Good News of Jesus Christ is that we are washed by His Blood and all of our sins are forgiven because we put all o
f our faith in Jesus as our Savior. The proof that we have done that from the heart, the deposit that guarantees our inheri
tance, is the Holy Spirit given to every true Christian. If a person has the Holy Spirit, they will love the Light and love the 
Truth... and then their behavior will begin to change. They repent of how they treat their husband or their wife, and they c
hange. They repent of how they treat their coworkers, or their children, or their neighbors, and they change. They repent
of their past sins and wicked habits, and they change and become more mature.
____________________________________________________________

Part 2

Re:  - posted by wind_blows, on: 2010/1/11 11:41
GodÂ’s Plan for Growing Us Up

Now, do you see how the Church comes into this issue? GodÂ’s plan is a treasure in earthen vessels. GodÂ’s plan is a 
priesthood of believers. GodÂ’s plan is for His people to Â“admonish one another every day.Â” As we truly live this out t
ogether, one benefit is that all of GodÂ’s true children become more and more mature. Another result of walking togethe
r as God intended is that if someone doesnÂ’t love the Light, then they are exposed as a pretender. If they are uncorrect
able, if they donÂ’t care what Jesus says about these things, if they get angry and arrogant, then they are exposed as b
eing a counterfeit Christian. It becomes clear that they must not have ever really given their life to Jesus because the trut
h is one cannot have the Holy Spirit and not love the Light (John 3, 1 John 1, 3).

So, if the church is truly being the Church, then as priests we will all help each other to grow in maturity. We will all be Li
ght and Life to one another. We will all help each other see things that we canÂ’t see in ourselves. If IÂ’m selfish, I canÂ’
t always see my selfishness. But my selfishness is hurting Jesus. My selfishness is harming my ability to love Jesus. If I 
have selfishness, itÂ’s harming my ability to be blessed by God, because God wonÂ’t bless selfishness. It harms my test
imony for Jesus if IÂ’m a selfish man. So the purpose of a priesthood is to help each other know God better every dayÂ
—in the marketplace, in the home, in the workplace. In the Church, I can grow from being a baby who is selfish, and eve
ntually become a true man of God.

Paul said (1Cor. 3) that some people who are saved barely escape through the flames. These people go to Heaven, but 
they sneak through the flames to get there. Read it in 1 Corinthians 3 yourself. The Bible says that some people are sav
ed, but they are burned escaping through the flames. But that is not GodÂ’s intention! It is not GodÂ’s desire that we just
barely make it to Heaven. GodÂ’s intention is not that a bunch of babies with lots of sin in their life go to Heaven. GodÂ’s
intention is that we be a City set on a hill that cannot be hidden. GodÂ’s intention is that we be established as the Chief 
among the mountains. GodÂ’s intention is that we be a Bride that has made herself ready. GodÂ’s intention is that we b
e a pure, spotless and blameless Bride. GodÂ’s intention is that His Church be an equal yoke for the Son of God when 
He comes back for His Bride.

Everyone permitted by God into the Church loves the Light. Some of us may be immature. Some of us may even behav
e badly sometimes. But if we truly have the Spirit of God, if we are true Christians rather than counterfeit ChristiansÂ—th
en we will love the Light. And loving the Light together with other brothers and sisters, we will be able to help each other 
to grow. Then everyone will grow stronger and stronger and wiser and wiser. We can have more and more love of Jesus
and more and more power from God in our lives. The testimony of Jesus can get stronger and stronger and humiliate th
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e enemy. There will no longer be a bunch of babies who are an embarrassment to JesusÂ’ TestimonyÂ—a bunch of bab
ies with bad behavior that look nothing like Jesus. A bunch of babies with bad behavior is not impressive to the gates of 
hell. A bunch of babies with bad behavior will not help unbelievers become followers of Jesus.

If we are a Church of men and women of God who are mature and look like Jesus with our lives...if the Church is a glori
ous, wise, wonderful Bride for Jesus with the power of God and the character of God in our lives every day, then people 
will be very impressed with Jesus and theyÂ’ll want to come to know Him!!

So, consider this issue of what a false Christian is (chair number two) and what a true Christian is (chairs three, four and
five). Consider that good behavior does not necessarily mean youÂ’re a Christian (Mat. 7). Consider that bad behavior d
oes not necessarily mean that youÂ’re not washed by the Blood of Jesus. The real issue according to John 3, 1 John 1, 
2 Thessalonians 2, and 1 Peter 2 is that a true believer has the Spirit of God. A true believerÂ’s behavior might be bad s
ometimes, like sometimes a young childÂ’s behavior is not good. But if they are truly born a second time with the Spirit, l
ike a newborn baby they will crave Truth and crave Light. The purpose of the Church is to help the person with bad beha
vior who does love Truth to have the wisdom and the courage to obey Jesus and become more mature.

So, we must define a Christian properly. We must also live like the Church is supposed to liveÂ—admonishing one anot
her daily so that none are hardened or deceived by sin. We must live as a priesthood. Then all the babies will get strong
er and stronger. Then Jesus will have His testimonyÂ—a Bride filled with His Spirit and His personality. Jesus will have 
His Church that the gates of hell will not prevail against. And then, the beauty of Jesus will be here for all of Islam and all
of Hinduism and everyone to see. We must not be just babies who say the right things, but donÂ’t live like Jesus. And, th
e Church is not a collection of counterfeit Christians who say the right things but donÂ’t have the Spirit of Jesus living ins
ide of them, as a Person. But we can be and will be a glorious Bride for Jesus. This is the Good News of the Kingdom of
God.
______________________________

part3

Re:  - posted by live4jc, on: 2010/1/11 22:48

Hi Windblows,

What you shared was a blessing ! There are many good insights in this piece you've posted. I like the sections below tha
t underscore that 'having the Holy Spirit' and 'loving the light' are some of the key characteristics of a true believer in Chri
st. Though both mature and less mature Christians will differ in some respects, it seems like these are some of the more
important traits that all Christians will share in common. 

In Jesus,
John

"This is why John, the apostle, says that the difference between a Christian and a non-Christian is not whether they do 
miracles, not whether they believe the right things, but whether they have the Holy Spirit. And what does it look like whe
n a person truly has the Holy Spirit? Is it doing miracles? Is it singing and attending meetings? No, those are not indicato
rs that help us understand who has the Spirit and who does not. The person in chair three, who is a baby in the faith, ma
y have truly surrendered to Jesus from the heart, but might display bad behavior sometimes.
Some Love the Light

John and Jesus gave us one very important test to help us make sense of this confusion. Jesus put it this way, Â“Some l
ove the light, and some hate the lightÂ” (Jn. 3). John said, Â“If we can continue to sin, then we donÂ’t know God, and w
e have proven that we donÂ’t have the Holy SpiritÂ” (1Jn. 1-4).

Jesus said, Â“Some love the Light, and some hate the Light.Â” This saved personÂ’s behavior might not be very good s
ometimes, but because this person has the Holy Spirit in their life, this person will love the light and love the truth."
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