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5 Steps Toward a Totalitarian Government
by Francis Schaeffer

"In 1976 Francis Schaeffer in his book, How Should We Then Live?, wrote that 5 pressures on our society would move u
s closer to an authoritarian government:

1 - Economic Breakdown
2 - War or the Serious Threat of War
3 - The Chaos of Terrorism
4 - The Radical Redistribution of Wealth of the World
5 - A Growing Shortage of Natural Resources and Food in the World"

Re: 5 Steps Toward a Totalitarian Government - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2010/3/27 15:18
There are three fundamental types of government which issue out of God's order of things. They are theocracy, anarchy 
and totalitarianism.

In order to understand government, we must return to a proper starting point in God. When we recognize that God, who i
s the ultimate source of rights, has desired that man should be only a proximate source of rights, we can understand wh
at happened to Adam in the garden. According to God's design, Adam was to have yielded all his rights to God, thereby 
allowing God to rule through him as a vice-regent in the earth. Had Adam and his posterity followed this plan, it would ha
ve meant theocracy-the wonderful government of God over all the universe. Instead Adam chose to keep those rights for
himself. Governed by his appetite, he entered upon a course of self-rule which actually brought anarchy. He wanted to b
e a god in his own right-free to do that which seemed right in his own eyes. This in essence is the spirit of anarchy which
has ruled in rebellious hearts since the Fall.

If we are honest enough to face the full implications of this principle, we will see that democracy can work only as long a
s men deliberately choose God as their individual ruler and submit themselves and their rights to Him. As God is allowed
to set up a theocracy over individual lives of a people, they are able to maintain freedom from oppression. Now let us se
e what has happened to our democracy. Because of the utter selfishness of men, our citizens have insisted on using the
ir rights for their own welfare and benefit. The spiritually dead are alive only to appetite. Instead of living unto God with c
oncern for the needs of others, each has done that which seems right in his own eyes. As a result the trend in recent ye
ars has been for government to step in to curb selfish tendencies. Although the people have not, in the constitution, give
n the government the right to do this, it has usurped more power to act for what it calls ''the common good." The power o
f the class has been discovered and exploited, and our present trend toward a welfare state has the inherent seeds of to
talitarianism.

It requires little wisdom to recognize that all government tends to one of these three types-God rule, or self-rule or Satan
-rule. The typical modem man does not really want self-rule. He only thinks he does. Self-rule implies too much responsi
bility, and responsibility is a burden-the awful burden of answering the searching question, "What is the real purpose of y
our life?" If man has a purpose, he must live purposefully. Purposeful living requires discernment and discipline. This is 
why theories which deny, or transfer, man's freedom are so prevalent today. 

-DeVern Fromke
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Re:  - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2010/3/27 15:38
Very interesting observations.  May the Lord help us, and show us mercy, so that we as a nation do not go down that pat
h.  

Re: 5 Steps Toward a Totalitarian Government - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2010/3/27 16:29
Very prophetic insight from Shaeffer; who saw
the handwriting on the wall back in the 1970's.

When a nation is opposed to the authority and
sovereignty of GOD; it is destined to crumble
and fall.  When Israel would not serve the
GOD of their fathers; they were captured and
held in bondage !!

Re: Step 1 - posted by FaithSteward, on: 2010/3/27 17:10
Step 1:  "Oh!"

Step 2:  "Bah...Humbug!"

Step 3:  "Ah...Ha!"

Step 4:  "Mmm,  Mmm,  Mmm!"

Step 5:  "Abba!  Why  hast  thou..."  BOOM! 

The  source of  such  tyranny?

Read  the  first  letter  of  each  Step  -  VERTICALLY...

Go  on,  Spell  it  out!

(a funny)
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