Scriptures and Doctrine :: A can of worms

A can of worms, on: 2010/4/7 14:19
Rapture...
Is this not a term coined by those who believe that Jesus will come before the tribulation to take out those who believe: t
o save them from the wrath of satan?
Re: A can of worms - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/7 14:45
The term, if I understand correctly, comes from the Latin translation of the word Harpazo. In Latin it was translated Rapt
uzo (or something like that), so in English they used the word rapture. At least that is how I heard it explained anyway.
That could at least get you started on researching the etymology of the terms. It is derived from the words we now read
in the KJ, "Caught Up." And at least those that I have heard preach it have been concerned about being saved from the
wrath of the Lamb, not the wrath of Satan, to be technically fair.
Re: , on: 2010/4/7 14:58
Quote:
-------------------------It is derived from the words we now read in the KJ, "Caught Up." And at least those that I have heard preach it have been concerne
d about being saved from the wrath of the Lamb, not the wrath of Satan, to be technically fair.
-------------------------

Ok on the term. Will look to the greek for comparison, and see where 'caught-up" is used elsewhere, if it is.
Maybe this wrath of the Lamb business should have been with the thread on the day of the Lord.
From reading the Bible, is not the wrath of the Lamb the day of the Lord?
and
the tribulation the wrath of satan, because his time is so short?
Re: - posted by Ceri (), on: 2010/4/7 15:07
Can I recommend that you watch Chuck Missler, he can be seen on youtube - his series that I watched recently on the
Revelation was absolutely brilliant and such an eye opener.
He explains everything with such depth he was about 15 weeks on just the first three chapters. I found him totally engros
ing. I'm sure you won't be disapponted.
Re: , on: 2010/4/8 22:16
Thank you Ceri!
Totally fascinating... Yes indeed.
i watched Chuck... and though the following comments may seem derogatory, it is a for-what-it's-worth face value exami
nation. (Further, i will be looking into all his other work that can be found to glean valid rock solid scriptural knowledge. M
uch, but not all, of what he says seems to hold validity).

1st
His knowledge of quantum science seems to be limited, or he is not saying everything. It might be that he is using infor
mation that relates to his theory of a rapture, and disregards other things that might possibly give the whole idea another
slant - (i.e. Quantum Physics:Negative string theory, Quantum Mechanics:Reverse Optics, etc.) You are hearing this fro
m someone who majored in math and science.
2nd
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What threw up a red flag in the scripture dept. was his referring to Enoch and Elijah as being caught-up. Enoch died acc
ording to Heb. 11:13, and the idea of 'translated' best fits in with the Hebrew word pictures of the account in Gen. (The n
ame Enoch means to throttle, and this seems to be what occured: He 'throttled' his carnal flesh to the point that it fell aw
ay as his walk with God became more than his 'tent' could handle. Of course, you might possibly do the same if you had
a son to be named "when he dies it shall come" (="Methuselah"), referring to the flood Noah and family survived (Gen. 5
). Heb.11:5 in relation to Heb. 11:13 is clarified in the verb tense, expressed in english as v.5 states, "should not see de
ath" (meaning still to occur at some future point in time- poss. the second death???). Neither he, nor Elijah could have g
one to God's heaven (One of three kinds mentioned in the Bible) or Jesus would be lying in Jn. 3:13. Further, Elijah's bei
ng caught up was not in a chariot as many misunderstand. The fiery chariot was between Elijah and Elisha, who were at
ground level, before Elijah was 'caught-up' in a whirlwind, in the atmosphere (aka:heaven)-(2nd type of heaven, the 3rd
being outer space). There are 2 seperate accounted record of the doings of Elijah in Kings and Chronicles. If these are p
laced side by side and correlated chronologically, approximately 7 years after Elijah's 'rapture', there is record of him writ
ing a letter (?from heaven? ...come on now...rilly?) to the king of Judah-((?) if memory serves correct-(i'll look it up if you
so desire)). What actually happened is after the kingdom of Israel was divided, Elijah stood as prophet in one kingdom a
nd Elisha in the other.
O.K., so the Septuagint (sp?) uses 'harpazo', however, this is not what the Hebrew says. This merely clarifies that to tran
slate a picture language into one with more limited definition capacity is to be limited in the ability to define exactly what
occured.
This is what amazes me by those who state that the KJV is the only true word of God. How do you translate Queen's En
glish, or even Elezebethian into Mandrin or Arabic? How can one English synonym represent a word from an original ma
nuscript that takes professors of these archaic languages paragraphs and even pages to define?
Because Chuck Missler lumps all these occurances into one word shows that he is over-simplifying something much mo
re complicated to prove a point about something that is not relative to all instances stated. Because the 1st two example
s given did not apply, there seemed to be no further need to go with that train of thought.
Still, his intensity in conviction is captivating, so all 12 episode were watched with notes taken.
The simple fact that the word rapture is used to say that there will be a resurrection before the tribulation, makes one wo
nder all kinds of things, like: will there be three judgements of Christ, and three ressurections and so on??? That is not w
hat the Bible seems to say.
Did God give us the scriptures to confuse us?
There are no conclusions drawn yet, except in what has been covered thus far. All bets are off til' the fat lady sings, STS
.
What really has me doubting that there is a pre-tribulation rapture is Jesus' prophecy regarding the end in the synoptic a
ccounts of the Olivet Prophecy. (Mt.24, Mk. 13, Lk. 21) None of them contradict each other, however, each add detail wh
ere something is not as thouroughly covered in another account. They all say the tribulation comes first, then the heaven
s fail, and then He gathers his elect. Mark seems to be most clear in regards to this: Mk. 13:24-25,26,27.
They all say watch and pray that you may escape certain horrors coming, yet, no mention of anything like a rapture is m
entioned in any of the 3 gospels. His points in regards to John are speculative at best.
Where in the Bible did God ever remove peoples from any potential harm rather than going through and overcoming???

see: I Cor. 10:13 (trial and test are also relative and encompassed in the word 'temptation' from the original greek ms.)
Honestly, i think we are all wrong...all of us. Just because something seems to be the lesser of 2 evils, does not make it
not- nor non-evil.
Thoughts?
Anyone?
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Sincerely,
G
Edited for mispellings
Re: - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/4/8 23:13
Well in all actuallity I agree with you, We see the pattern of the Bible of God's people going through the tribulation rather
than being plucked up and removed from it as to avoid problems. My dad and I get into discussions about this and I beli
eve that the great falling away mentioned very well could be a large group of pre-tribulation believers that are swayed by
the persecution thinking God has forsaken them. I generally lean more towards the Post-trib camp because to me logic
ally I will be spending my life preparing for the tribulation to come rather than having the mindset of I don't need to do an
ything because I will be raptured anyways. I however tend to say that I don't care what you believe Pre or Post or even
Mid we need to be preparing for the Return of the Lord.
God Bless,
Matthew
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/4/9 9:11
Matthew wrote:

Quote:
-------------------------We see the pattern of the Bible of God's people going through the tribulation rather than being plucked up and removed from it as to
avoid problems. My dad and I get into discussions about this and I believe that the great falling away mentioned very well could be a large group of pre
-tribulation believers that are swayed by the persecution thinking God has forsaken them. I generally lean more towards the Post-trib camp because to
me logically I will be spending my life preparing for the tribulation to come rather than having the mindset of I don't need to do anything because I will b
e raptured anyways. I however tend to say that I don't care what you believe Pre or Post or even Mid we need to be preparing for the Return of the Lor
d.
-------------------------

I agree for the reasons cited.
Corrie ten Boom would also agree with you, Matthew. She said the same thing. She said Hollanders were taught this pre
-trib rapture believing fully that no tribulation can ever come to them. When WW2 came upon them and they were invade
d and had to live under German rule, the people were not prepared spiritually to handle this and thus many fell away.
As I understand Scripture the only suffering the Believer will be spared is the one in hell. Otherwise, we can reasonably
expect all kinds. Of course, one can avoid some suffering - depending on how you define suffering - by making lifestyle
choices in line with God's will. This alone should be a great motivator to flee temptation/sin.
My thoughts....
ginnyrose
Re: , on: 2010/4/10 9:33
Quote:
------------------------... Mk. 13:24-25,26,27
They all say watch and pray that you may escape certain horrors coming, yet, no mention of anything like a rapture is mentioned in any of the 3 gospel
s...
Where in the Bible did God ever remove peoples from any potential harm rather than going through...
see: I Cor. 10:13 (trial and test are also relative and encompassed in the word 'temptation' from the original greek ms.)
Honestly, i think we are all wrong...all of us. Just because something seems to be the lesser of 2 evils, does not make it not- nor non-evil.
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-------------------------

Why did this guy say we are all wrong???
It's all about the "watch and pray."
Jesus also states, "see that no man decieve you" in these Olivet discourses.
Here's why it's thought we are all wrong. He also says, "these things must come", but, are we really suppose to be focusi
ng in on the signs?
That is a good way to become decieved, ie., Looking for the Beast and the abomination of desolation, etc.

i may be wrong but, the reason Jesus said "these things must come", could be akin to saying, "don't be surprised when t
hese things happen when they do."
Jesus does not even know when He will return, so how can we pin a certain time on anything related to this?
"Watch and pray" is spoken in the context of His deliverance for us, as well as the fulfilling of our redemption.
So why are we all wrong?
WATCH and pray
Here's a part of an old hymn that says it all:
Turn your eyes upon Jesus,
Look full in His wonderful face,
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of His glory and grace.
Your brother,
gregg 8^)
Edited for mispellings
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/10 10:56
Quote:
-------------------------Jesus does not even know when He will return, so how can we pin a certain time on anything related to this?
-------------------------

Hrmmmm...I would say that Jesus did not know when he gave up all of his divinity to become a man, but when he ascen
ded to the father, his purpose became to set the world in subjection under his feet, so He is the lamb worthy to open the
scroll. I do not think he is willfully ignorant of those things now as he was on the earth. The Father gave him the right to
sit down at His right hand. Which means he now reigns. The ascension changed a lot of things for the Messiah, so I wo
uld say that your statement here was only true when he walked the earth...it may not be true now brother.
In Christ.
Jer.
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Re: , on: 2010/4/10 16:08

g wrote:
Jesus does not even know when He will return, so how can we pin a certain time on anything related to this?

Quote:
-------------------------Hrmmmm...I would say that Jesus did not know when he gave up all of his divinity to become a man,
g writes:
This is another of those enigmas deep inside.
In confirmation (Westminster bent), i asked the pastor about that and still wonder: being told he was all God and all man. He said that this statement w
as misleading if the complete concept is not explained.
He shortened his explanation to, "Jesus came AS a man, yet he was still God in heaven.
I said, "how so?"
Though he only gave me one verse, and have sinced looked no further into it, it has been found that other mss. do not hold the whole of the last phras
e of this verse, Jn. 3:13,
("who is in heaven" being omitted).

Quote:
------------------------but when he ascended to the father, his purpose became to set the world in subjection under his feet, so He is the lamb worthy to open the scroll. I do
not think he is willfully ignorant of those things now as he was on the earth. The Father gave him the right to sit down at His right hand. Which means h
e now reigns. The ascension changed a lot of things for the Messiah, so I would say that your statement here was only true when he walked the earth..
.it may not be true now brother.
Is this somewhere in the Bible?
All i know is that God does not change from the O.T., and Jesus Christ the same, yesterday, today, and forever from the New.
To this, it's question if His ascension changed this?
Just because i am one with my dad, it is no reason to think that i am him. i may know alot of what he thinks, but i do not know all his plans, nor do i det
ermine what he decides to do.
I know Jesus sits with His Father in His throne, at His right hand; but, i do not know that he knows everything his Abba (aka:daddy) plans, thinks, or de
cided what he should do.
You may be right. If you know something in regards to this that you have not let on to, it would be greatly appreciated if you would be kind enough to cl
arify things.
Honestly, i do not know.
Mind you, i am "Berean", triple and quadruple checks on anything put foreward.
If this is all speculative, we can dismiss any or all of this at your choosing.

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/4/10 17:58
There are many of us who believe that the Lord may gather His Bride BEFORE the period in which God's wrath will be p
oured out upon the entire world. Anyone would admit that this entire topic can be debated (even heatedly by those who
are so inclined).
The period of the "Great Tribulation" will be horrible -- but not because of the wrath of men or even Satan. Jesus said th
at those days will be like the days of Noah...eating, drinking, marrying, etc... Rather, it will be horrible because it is God
who will be pouring out HIS wrath that has been stored up.
Instead of "opening a can of worms" of divisive debate, it is highly constructive to encourage and challenge the brethren
to simply be prepared. We should be prepared by seeking the Lord and spending time daily in His presence. We shoul
d also be prepared for tribulation -- because "in this world you shall have tribulation." I believe that this is enough to sust
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ain believers who truly seek the face of God.

Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/10 20:04
Sorry, I meant to pose my earlier statement as more of a question. Meaning I have that idea in my head for some reaso
n...I will look at the word for a bit and see if my reasoning is sound or if it is not. I am thinking of Philippians Chapter Tw
o, Revelation, and some of Jesus own statements when I said what I said.
Re: , on: 2010/4/11 2:00
Pr. 27:17
Pr. 18:13
Mal. 3:16

ccchhhrrriiisss on 2010/4/10 13:58:54
There are many of us who believe that the Lord may gather His Bride BEFORE the period in which God's wrath will be
poured out upon the entire world. Anyone would admit that this entire topic can be debated (even heatedly by those who
are so inclined).
------grEGG quothe:
I do rest hope in that he will pull His Bride out of the world before God's wrath is poured out...but when is that?
The issue is not a matter of debate. Belief implies that one is acting in direct accord with what one says they believe. It is
hard to do that in specific ways if it has not yet occurred.
A more appropriate word would be hope: that one eagerly expects it to be a certain way. Either that or it is speculation.
My question is, why would anybody hope (with anticipation) or speculate towards something they have no assurance of.
We can be sure Jesus is coming back, and that is all.
All bets are off as to when.
From what has been examined (without taking notes-to give you an idea just how seriously the when is considered
here)-since this post, this whole rapture idea did not even surface til about the mid nineteenth century; and by a cult that,
as far as i can tell, may no longer be functioning.
If it were such a prominent doctrine, why is it only found once written in the sciptures regarding this catching away...and
none of the early church fathers give any support to this notion.
One specific passage that correlates with the last trumpet in Revelation is hardly sufficient to base anything of
noteability. The I Thess 4 passage needs to be taken in the context of verses found in I Thess. 5:1-2
What do the scriptures say?
Some prominent former ministers of the gospel, when this new doctrine surfaced, (if it is recalled correctly such as
Oswald Chamber, Hudson Taylor and David Brainerd ?) state that the idea of a rapture does not hold water, and is a
very leaky bucket at best.
------ccchhhrrriiisss then thus wrote:
The period of the "Great Tribulation" will be horrible -- but not because of the wrath of men or even Satan. Jesus said
that those days will be like the days of Noah...eating, drinking, marrying, etc... Rather, it will be horrible because it is God
who will be pouring out HIS wrath that has been stored up.
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-------g responds:
Ceri pointed out a Series on the rapture by Dr. Chuck Missler (pre-trib slant) that may satify your palate. It was really
good. Thanks again sis!
He also has a series on The days of Noah, virtually untainted by his own mystical slant on a pre-trib rapture.
You really need to look into what you are saying regarding the above.
The U of I library here has books by a woman who "married" an angel and instructs people how to enjoy the same
'relationship'..."as in the days of Noah". (Now days they are possibly noted as incubus an succubus, but might be a
different order of 'angel' altogether.) Though Chuck has not studied into this as detailed as i was forced into for a psych.
paper, his work in this is more notable than all i have researched:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCk4VMTGme4&feature=related
He adde to what is already known here regarding the Nephillim. There is also a sermon recalled by Pastor Joe Focht on
Gen. 4:25-6:4 that may avail you.
Rev. 12:12 clarifies that after Jesus resurrection satan was cast to the earth, and it is his wrath that is being experienced
all the way til the very end of time. God's cup of wrath is poured out on the day of the Lord, and it will come totally
unexpected-of which O.T. prophets all talk about ahnihilation, destruction of the earth's surface, and the heavens being
shaken.
I may be wrong, but you may be mixing up two seperate issues as to whose wrath is whose. As stated on a previous
post, though it still has not studied, -, there are five different greek words that detail the types of God's judgement.
------ccchhhrrriiisss concludes:
Instead of "opening a can of worms" of divisive debate, it is highly constructive to encourage and challenge the brethren
to simply be prepared. We should be prepared by seeking the Lord and spending time daily in His presence. We should
also be prepared for tribulation -- because "in this world you shall have tribulation." I believe that this is enough to sustai
n believers who truly seek the face of God.
------g ends as well:
As previously stated, i have not made up my mind, and probably never will; but, it's nice to be able to have all the scriptu
res decent and in order within ones own memory.
Two of my sisters are pretrib... (where the term 'rapture' was first heard said)
One sister and my mother are mid-trib, leaning more towards a Messianic Jewish bent.
My dad and i are one, talking it all out, beginning to come much to the same conclusions as mguldner and ginnyrose.
One 'anonymous' person sent a URL that is helping oh so much.
II Tim. 3:12
If a person is not experiencing tribulation of some sort because of their stand with Jesus, they will do well to know that th
eir heart is not right in God's eyes and neither are they blessed: Mt.5:11-12
Hell is dark and hot.
Since the tribulation is as bad as it is said it will be,
there is no way to prepare.
We all must watch and pray.
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2010/4/11 4:45
Gaebelein's Annoted Bible
1 Thessalonians 4:1

IV. THE SEPARATED WALK AND THE BLESSED HOPE
CHAPTER 4
1. The separated walk (4:1-12)
2. The coming of the Lord for His saints (4:13-18)
Verses 1-12. "Furthermore, then, brethren, we beg you and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, even as ye received from us, h
ow ye ought to walk and please God, even as ye also do walk, that ye would abound still more. For ye know what charg
es we gave you through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should abstain from f
ornication; that each of you know how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and honor (not in passionate desire, ev
en as the Gentiles who know not God), not overstepping the rights of and wronging his brother in the matter, because th
e Lord is the avenger of all these things, even as we also told you before, and have fully testified. For God has not called
us to uncleanness, but in sanctification. He therefore that (in this) disregards (his brother), disregards, not man, but God,
who has also given His Holy Spirit to you" (corrected translation).
Having spoken of being unblamable in holiness at the coming of the Lord he exhorts them to live now in sanctification. T
he motive is to please God. The believer should constantly in his daily life ask himself this question, "Do I please God?"
Exhortation to purity in abstaining from fleshly lusts follows. Fornication, licentiousness in various forms were closely con
nected with the idolatrous worship from which these Thessalonians had been saved. The lust of the flesh was a part of t
his former religion, as it is still today among different heathen religions. But why these exhortations? Because they were
surrounded by these things on all sides, and because the old nature with its tendencies towards these evils was still pres
ent with them, as it is with all true believers. No circumstances or position can make the believer secure against these thi
ngs, without exercise of conscience and self-judgment, and hence these solemn admonitions from the Lord. Each was t
o possess his own vessel (his own wife) in sanctification and honor, this would be a safe-guard against the numerous im
moralities practised among the heathen. If in this matter any one overstepped the rights of another and thus wronged his
brother by committing adultery, the Lord would be the avenger; it would be a complete disregard of God who has not call
ed His people to uncleanness, but unto sanctification, to be separated from all these things. Needful were these exhortat
ions for the Thessalonians as they are still to all of us.
And the best remedy against these evil things is brotherly love. He had no need to say much about it, for they themselve
s were taught of God to love one another. But he exhorts them to be quiet and to mind their own affairs, working with the
ir own hands, as he their leader had exemplified it when he was among them.
Verses 13-18. "But we do not wish you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them that are fallen asleep, to the end that y
e sorrow not, even as others who have no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also God will bring
with Him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus. For this we say to you in the Word of the Lord, that we, the living,
who remain to the coming of the Lord, are in no way to anticipate these who have fallen asleep; for the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with an assembling shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trump of God; and the dea
d in Christ shall rise first; then we, the living who remain, shall be caught up together with them in clouds, to meet the Lo
rd in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words."
These words contain one of the great revelations of the Bible and require therefore closer attention. It is a special and un
ique revelation which he gives to the sorrowing Thessalonians, occasioned by the mistake they had made when some of
their fellow believers had died, and they feared that these departed ones had lost their share in the coming glorious mee
ting between the Lord and His saints. They sorrowed on their account like those who have no hope. (Their pagan neighb
ors had no hope of meeting loved ones again after death. Classic Greek and Roman writers abound with dreary express
ions of the hopelessness of death.) We must remember that the New Testament was not yet in existence; only one of th
e gospels, was written; and not one of the epistles. And so the Lord gave to the apostle the special revelation which wou
ld quiet their fears and put before them the details of the coming of the Lord for all His saints, those who had fallen aslee
p and those alive when He comes.
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Our Lord spoke that blessed word to His eleven disciples, "I will come again and receive you unto myself, that where I a
m ye may be also" (Joh 14:3). It is the only time He mentioned His coming for His own, and in speaking of it He did not t
ell them of signs to precede that coming, such as wars, false Christs and the great tribulation. It was the simple announc
ement that He would come again and receive those who are His to Himself. He did not say a word about the manner of t
hat coming and how He would receive His own into glory to be with Him. Nor did the Thessalonians hear definite teachin
g on this from the lips of Paul. They knew He would come again; they waited for Him. But as to the manner of His comin
g and concerning those who had already fallen asleep and their relation to that event they were in ignorance. Beautiful it
is to see how graciously the Lord answered the question of these sorrowing ones and how much more He adds for the c
omfort of all His people.
The first statement is in verse 14. "For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so also God will bring with Him thos
e who have fallen asleep through Jesus." Let us first notice that blessed statement that "Jesus died." Of the saints it is s
aid that they have fallen asleep; but never is it said that Jesus slept. He tasted death, the death in all its unfathomable m
eaning as the judgment upon sin. For the saints the physical death is but sleep. (Some have perverted the meaning of "s
leep," and, instead of applying it, as Scripture does, to the body, they apply it to the soul. Soul-sleep is nowhere taught in
the Bible and is therefore an invention by those who handle the Word deceitfully.) And He who died also rose again; as c
ertainly as He died and rose again, so surely shall all believers rise. God will bring all those who have fallen asleep throu
gh Jesus with Him, that is with the Lord when He comes in the day of His glorious manifestation. It does not mean the re
ceiving of them by the Lord, nor does it mean that He brings their disembodied spirits with Him to be united to their bodie
s from the graves, but it means that those who have fallen asleep will God bring with His Son when He comes with all Hi
s saints; they will all be in that glorified company. When the Lord comes back from glory all the departed saints will be wi
th Him. This is what the Thessalonians needed to know first of all. Before we follow this blessed revelation in its unfoldin
g we call attention to the phrase "fallen asleep through (not in) Jesus"; it may also be rendered by "those who were put t
o sleep by Jesus." His saints in life and death are in His hands. When saints put their bodies aside, it is because their Lo
rd has willed it so. "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints" (Ps 116:15). When our loved ones leave u
s, may we think of their departure as being "put to sleep by Jesus."
But blessed as this answer to their question is, it produced another difficulty. Hearing that the saints who had fallen asle
ep would come with the Lord on the day of His glorious manifestation, they would ask, "How is it possible that they can c
ome with Him?" Are they coming as disembodied spirits? What about their bodies in the graves? How shall they come w
ith Him? To answer these questions the special revelation "by the Word of the Lord" is given, by which they learned, and
we also, how they would all be with Him so as to come with Him at His appearing. "For this we say to you by the Word of
the Lord, that we, the living, who remain unto the coming of the Lord, are in no wise to anticipate those who have fallen
asleep." He tells them that when the Lord comes for His saints, those who have fallen asleep will not have an inferior pla
ce and that, we, the living, who remain to the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. When P
aul wrote these words and said, "We, the living, who remain," he certainly considered himself as included in that class. T
he two companies who will meet the Lord when He comes, those who have fallen asleep and those who are living, are
mentioned here for the first time. How the living saints will not precede those who have departed and the order in which t
he coming of the Lord for His saints will be executed is next made known in this wonderful revelation.
"For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with an assembling shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the tr
ump of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first, then, we, the living, who remain, shall be caught up together with the
m in clouds, to meet the Lord in the air, and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with thes
e words." This is an altogether new revelation. Nothing like it is found anywhere in the Old Testament Scriptures. In writi
ng later to the Corinthians Paul mentioned it again. "Behold I show you a mystery; we shall not all sleep, but we shall all
be changed. In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump; for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed" (1Co 15:51-52).
The Lord Himself will descend from heaven. He is now at the right hand of God in glory, crowned with honor and glory. T
here He exercises His Priesthood and Advocacy in behalf of His people, by which He keeps, sustains and restores them
. When the last member has been added to the Church, which is His body, and that body is to be with Him, who is the h
ead, He will leave the place at the right hand and descend from heaven. He will not descend to the earth, for, as we read
later, the meeting place for Him and His saints is in the air and not the earth. When He comes with His saints in His visib
le manifestation, He will descend to the earth. He descends with a shout. It denotes His supreme authority. The Greek w
ord is "keleusma," which means literally "a shout of command," used in classical Greek for the hero's shout to his followe
rs in battle, the commanding voice to gather together. He ascended with a shout (Ps 47:5), and with the victor's shout H
e returns.
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The shout may be the single word "Come!" "Come and see" He spoke to the disciples who followed Him and inquired for
His dwelling place. Before Lazarus' tomb He spoke with a loud voice, "Come forth." John, in the isle of Patmos, after the
throne messages to the churches had been given, saw a door opened in heaven and the voice said "Come up hither" (R
e 4:1). "Come" is the royal word of grace, and grace will do its supreme work when He comes for His own. But there will
also be the voice of the archangel (Michael) and the trump of God. The archangel is the leader of the angelic hosts. As
He was seen of angels (1Ti 3:16) when He ascended into the highest heaven, so will the archangel be connected with H
is descent out of heaven. All heaven will be in commotion when the heirs of glory, sinners saved by grace, are about to b
e brought with glorified bodies into the Father's house. Some teach that the voice of the archangel may be employed to
summon the heavenly hosts and marshal the innumerable company of the redeemed, for "They shall gather His elect to
gether from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other" (Mt 24:30. (Prof. W.G. Moorehead, Outline Studies.) Bu
t this is incorrect. The elect in Mt 24 are not the Church, but Israel. Dispersed Israel will be regathered and angels will be
used in this work. Furthermore the angels will do this gathering after the great tribulation and after the visible manifestati
on of the Lord with His saints. The coming of the Lord for His saints takes place before the great tribulation.
The trump of God is also mentioned. This trumpet has nothing to do with the judgment trumpets of Revelation, nor with t
he Jewish feasts of trumpets. It is a symbolical term and like the shout stands for the gathering together. In Nu 10:4 we r
ead, "And if they blow with one trumpet, then the princes, the heads of the thousands of Israel, shall gather themselves
unto thee." The shout and the trump of God will gather the fellow-heirs of Christ. "The dead in Christ shall rise first." This
is the resurrection from among all the dead of those who believed on Christ, the righteous dead. All saints of all ages, ol
d and New Testament saints, are included. This statement of the resurrection of the dead in Christ first disposes complet
ely of the unscriptural view of a general resurrection. As we know from Re 20:5 the rest of the dead (the wicked dead) wi
ll be raised up later. He comes in person to open the graves of all who belong to Him and manifests His authority over d
eath which He has conquered.
The dead in Christ will hear the shout first and experience His quickening power; they shall be raised incorruptible. What
power will then be manifested! "Then we, the living, who remain, shall be caught up together with them in clouds to meet
the Lord in the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord." All believers who live on earth when the Lord comes will hear
that commanding, gathering shout. It does not include those who only profess to be Christians and are nominal churchmembers, nor are any excluded who really are the Lord's. (The so-called first-fruit rapture, which teaches that only the m
ost spiritual of all true believers, who have made a deeper experience, etc., will be caught up, and the other believers, th
ough they are true believers of God, will be left behind to pass "through the great tribulation," has no spiritual foundation
and is wrong.) The question, "Who will be caught up into glory?" is answered in 1Co 15:23--"All who are Christ's." The c
hange will be "in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye" (1Co 15:52). Then this mortal will put on immortality. It will be the
blessed "clothed upon" of which the apostle wrote to the Corinthians: "For in this tabernacle we groan, being burdened;
not for that we would be unclothed (death) but clothed upon, that mortality might be swallowed up of life" (2Co 5:4). The
n our body of humiliation will be fashioned like unto His own glorious body. it is the blessed, glorious hope, not death an
d the grave, but the coming of the Lord, when we shall be changed. And it is our imminent hope; believers must wait dail
y for it and some blessed day the shout will surely come.
When He descends from heaven with the shout and the dead in Christ are raised and we are changed, then "we shall be
caught up together with them in clouds to meet the Lord in the air." It will be the blessed time of reunion with the loved o
nes who have gone before. What joy and comfort it must have brought to the sorrowing Thessalonians when they read t
hese blessed words for the first time! And they are still the words of comfort and hope to all His people, when they stand
at the open graves of loved ones who fell asleep as believers.
Often the question is asked, "Shall we not alone meet our loved ones but also recognize them?" Here is the answer: "To
gether with them" implies both reunion and recognition. These words would indeed mean nothing did they not mean rec
ognition. We shall surely see the faces of our loved ones again and all the saints of God on that blessed day when this g
reat event takes place. The clouds will be heaven's chariots to take the heirs of God and the joint-heirs of the Lord Jesus
Christ into His own presence. As He ascended so His redeemed ones will be taken up. Caught up in clouds to meet the
Lord in the air; all laws Of gravitation are set aside, for it is the power of God, the same power which raised up the Lord J
esus from the dead and seated Him in glory, which will be displayed in behalf of His saints (Eph 1:19-23). Surely this is a
divine revelation.
"How foolish it must sound to our learned scientists. But, beloved, I would want nothing but that one sentence, 'caught u
p in clouds . to meet the Lord in the air,' to prove the divinity of Christianity. Its very boldness is assurance of its truth. No
speculation, no argument, no reasoning; but a bare authoritative statement startling in its boldness. Not a syllable of Scri
pture on which to build, and yet when spoken, in perfect harmony with all Scripture. How absolutely impossible for any m
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an to have conceived that the Lord's saints should be caught up to meet Him in the air. Were it not true its very boldness
and apparent foolishness would be its refutation. And what would be the character of mind that could invent such a thou
ght? What depths of wickedness! What cruelty! What callousness! The spring from which such a statement, if false, coul
d rise must be corrupt indeed. But how different in fact! What severe righteousness! What depths of holiness! What elev
ated morality! What warmth of tender affection! What clear reasoning! Every word that he has written testifies that he ha
s not attempted to deceive. Paul was no deceiver, and it is equally impossible for him to have been deceived" ("Our Hop
e," February 1902).
And the blessedness "to meet the Lord in the air"! We shall see Him then as He is and gaze for the first time upon the fa
ce of the Beloved, that face of glory, which was once marred and smitten on account of our sins. And seeing Him as He i
s we shall be like Him. How long will be the meeting in the air? It has been said that the stay in that meeting place will be
but momentary and that the Lord will at once resume His descent to the earth. We know from other Scriptures that this c
annot be. Between the coming of the Lord for His saints and with His saints there is an interval of at least seven years b
efore the visible coming of the Lord and His saints with Him. The judgment of the saints, by which their works and labors
become manifest must take place. There is also to be the presentation of the church in glory (Eph 5:27; Jude 1:24). Furt
hermore the marriage of the Lamb takes place not in the meeting place in the air, but in heaven (Re 19:1-10). He will tak
e His saints into the Father's house that they may behold His glory (Joh 17:22). But what will it mean, "So shall we be for
ever with the Lord!"
"In this part of the passage, where he explains the details of our ascension to the Lord in the air, nothing is said of His co
ming down to the earth; it is our going up (as He went up) to be with Him. Neither, as far as concerns us, does the apostl
e go farther than our gathering together to be for ever with Him. Nothing is said either of judgment or of manifestation; b
ut only the fact of our heavenly association with Him in that we leave the earth precisely as He left it. This is very preciou
s. There is this difference: He went up in His own full right, He ascended; as to us, His voice calls the dead, and they co
me forth from the grave, and, the living being changed, all are caught up together. It is a solemn act of God's power, whi
ch seals the Christians' life and work of God, and brings the former into the glory of Christ as His heavenly companions.
Glorious privilege! Precious grace! To lose sight of it destroys the proper character of our joy and of our hope" (Synopsis
of the Bible).
In Christ: Phillip.
Re: A can of worms, on: 2010/4/11 10:35
Areadymind said
Quote:
-------------------------Hrmmmm...I would say that Jesus did not know when he gave up all of his divinity to become a man
-------------------------

'Jesus gave up His divinity to become a man'?
Is this what you intended to say? I mean, is this what you believe?

I think this might be one of the passages you had in mind, with regard to Jesus' knowledge of future events on earth.
Acts 1: 3 To whom also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty day
s, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:... 6 When they therefore were come together, they
asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel? 7 And he said unto them, It is n
ot for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power. 8 But ye shall receive p
ower, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judae
a, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 9 And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld,
he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
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Re: - posted by Giggles (), on: 2010/4/11 11:11
From (carm.org) carm.org:
If Jesus is God why did He not know the hour of his return?
Matt. 24:36; Mark 13:32
1.(Mark 13:30-32), "Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take place. 31"Heaven and
earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away. 32But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in h
eaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone,"
2.(Matt. 24:36), "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alon
e."
This statement is found in the gospel of Mark and Matt. 24:36. The answer is simple. Jesus is both God and man (John
1:1,14; 20:28; Col. 2:9) and during His ministry in Jerusalem, He was cooperating with the limitations of being a man. A
s a man, Jesus walked and talked. As God He was worshipped (Matt. 14:33; 28:9; Heb. 1:6), prayed to (Zech. 13:9; 1 C
or. 1:2), etc. This is called the Hypostatic Union.
During His earthly ministry He moved in the power of the Holy Spirit and did His miracles by the Holy Spirit and not by Hi
s own divine power. This is because He was made for a little while lower than the angels (Heb. 2:9) and had emptied Hi
mself and taken on the form of a man . This would explain why in Matt. 12:22-32, when the Pharisees accused Jesus of
casting out demons by the power of the devil, Jesus said that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit would never be forgiven
? Why? Because Jesus, as a man who was ministering completely as a man under the Law (Gal. 4:4-5), did His miracl
es by the power of the Holy Spirit. This demonstrates that Christ was completely human and dependent upon God and t
hat He was cooperating with the limitations of being human. That is why He said He didn't know the day or hour of His r
eturn.
However, we see that after the resurrection of Christ it is said of Him that He knows all things (John 21:17) and that He i
s omnipresent (Matt. 28:20). Therefore, after His resurrection and glorification, the Lord Jesus did know all things.

Re: , on: 2010/4/12 18:22
Thank you Giggles for straightening me out in regards to Whether or not Jesus knows when he will return.
Some might say it was Peter only saying that Jesus knows all things, however, Jesus never denied it.
As well, Ph. 2:7 clarifies more for me, than the passage in Jn 3:13.
i sincerely regret that the statement was made in the first place: speaking without having studied into the issue. Can you
say "fool"? If not, folly will suffice.
...yet, there is another question resulting from this whole issue, and if the answer is not reveled in the scriptures, through
the Spirit's work in me, it will be put foreward before this forum.
Thank you all for sharing.
Whether we agree or not on certain issues, we all need each other to minister in helping to build one another up.
How can i help others i deal with face to face if falsehood defaces the truth?
Prayers go out to all who both read and share in the conversation of this forum.
Pressing in,
Agape,
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Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/12 22:05
Quote:
-------------------------Is this what you intended to say? I mean, is this what you believe?
-------------------------

Wow...now that I look at that, that is a terrible quote :(...I meant he gave up his power as God. Sorry, no I do not believe
that...All the things he did though, he did by faith in his father...by doing all the things which pleased Him. Sorry. I regret
wording it that way. It would seem from many instances that Jesus laid down his divine Power...that is more what I mea
nt.
Guess this is confirmation I should have kept my fingers out of the eschatological cookie jar!
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/12 22:12
Giggles response is kind of what I had been trying to get at, even though I have never heard the term kenotic, or hypost
atic union before. 1 Corinthians 15:24 is also an interesting verse indicating that the rule and authority is His now, until t
he end when He will give it back to the Father. For now He must reign until he puts all His enemies under his feet.
Carm has some good articles.
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/12 22:21
Quote:
-------------------------i sincerely regret that the statement was made in the first place: speaking without having studied into the issue. Can you say "fool"?
If not, folly will suffice.
-------------------------

Don't be so quick to judge yourself this way brother. There are so many ways that fellowship has corrected and cleaned
up bad thinking and bad doctrine I have held. There is not a single person whom has it all down pat. For we only see thr
ough a glass dimly. I would think that one of the reasons to have a "Forum" for Christians would be to hash some of the
se issues out as long as we maintain humility in doing so. It only gets foolish and stupid when we refuse to keep a humb
le heart.
"Iron sharpeneth iron, so a man sharpeneth the countenance of his friend." Proverbs 27:17

Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/4/13 2:16
Hi Phanetheus...
Quote:
-------------------------From what has been examined (without taking notes-to give you an idea just how seriously the when is considered here)-since this
post, this whole rapture idea did not even surface til about the mid nineteenth century; and by a cult that, as far as i can tell, may no longer be functioni
ng.
If it were such a prominent doctrine, why is it only found once written in the sciptures regarding this catching away...and none of the early church father
s give any support to this notion.
-------------------------

This has been discussed at length in the past here on SermonIndex. The accusation that the concept of a "catching aw
ay" of the Bride BEFORE the period of God's wrath was somehow manufactured in the mid-19th Century is misleading a
nd incorrect. This same statement has been repeated by people here on SermonIndex (and in many anti-Rapture websi
tes) before in the past -- even accusing some little girl as having "invented" the notion.
First of all, there hasn't been a whole lot of writing found from the plethora of common believers in the early part of the "e
arly Church." Believers were persecuted horrendously during much of the first three centuries. Paper was also a scarce
commodity. The only people who wrote at great length were educated individuals who could actually afford to make or p
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urchase paper. In addition, most writings were lost to time. We don't even know the extent of how the doctrinal things th
at were written (and later recovered) were shared by other believers. Regardless, the only "credible" writing, of course, i
s found in the Word of God. However, it is a mistake to say that the notion of a "catching away" before the Tribulation w
as invented in the 19th Century. Ephraem the Syrian, one of those "early church fathers," wrote about this somewhere b
etween 304 and 373 A.D. He wrote, "For all the saints and Elect of God are gathered, prior to the tribulation that is to co
me, and are taken to the Lord lest they see the confusion that is to overwhelm the world because of our sins" (from Ephr
aem's work, On the Last Times, the Antichrist, and the End of the World).
Quote:
------------------------Some prominent former ministers of the gospel, when this new doctrine surfaced, (if it is recalled correctly such as Oswald Chamber, Hudson Taylor a
nd David Brainerd ?) state that the idea of a rapture does not hold water, and is a very leaky bucket at best.
-------------------------

As I showed you, this was NOT a "new doctrine" in the 19th Century. However, just because a few men of God disagre
ed with the notion that the Lord would gather His Bridge BEFORE His wrath is poured out (which is the essence of what
most people who believe in the "rapture" actually believe) doesn't make it so. For every minister of God like Hudson Tay
lor or Corrie ten Boom who doesn't believe in such a gathering before the Wrath of God, there are other men of God like
David Wilkerson or Carter Conlon who do. Besides, like them, many of us do not consider it to be a "leaky bucket" at all.

Quote:
------------------------The U of I library here has books by a woman who "married" an angel and instructs people how to enjoy the same 'relationship'..."as in the days of No
ah". (Now days they are possibly noted as incubus an succubus, but might be a different order of 'angel' altogether.) Though Chuck has not studied int
o this as detailed as i was forced into for a psych. paper, his work in this is more notable than all i have researched:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xCk4VMTGme4&feature=related
He adde to what is already known here regarding the Nephillim. There is also a sermon recalled by Pastor Joe Focht on Gen. 4:25-6:4 that may avail y
ou.
Rev. 12:12 clarifies that after Jesus resurrection satan was cast to the earth, and it is his wrath that is being experienced all the way til the very end of t
ime. God's cup of wrath is poured out on the day of the Lord, and it will come totally unexpected-of which O.T. prophets all talk about ahnihilation, dest
ruction of the earth's surface, and the heavens being shaken.
-------------------------

I'm not sure what you are saying about the Nephilim (or how it bears mentioning in regard to the timing of the Lord's retu
rn). Regardless, the actual identity of the Nephilim is speculative at best.
As far as WHEN Satan was cast to the Earth -- this is also open to debate. After the disciples returned and testified that
demons were subject to them in Jesus's name, the Lord replied, "I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven" (Luke 10:
17-18). Many scholars argue that Jesus was referring to the original fall of Satan to the Earth. Now, I certainly think that
the period commonly referred to as "The Great Tribulation" will be bad for obvious reasons. Satan will be pouring out his
wrath. Mankind will be pouring out their wrath. But what will make it so horrendous is the fact that God will be pouring o
ut His wrath upon the entire world (in the forms of seals, bowls and trumpets).
In the Scriptures, God has NEVER poured out His wrath upon His own people. He provided ways of escape for Noah a
nd his family, Lot and his family, the Israelites during the plagues, etc... I believe that there is a strong case that God will
gather His Bride BEFORE that period in a manner similar to the old Jewish tradition at an hour that neither the groom an
d the Bride know (as demonstrated in the Parable of the Ten Virgins in Matthew 25:1-13). We know that God has promi
sed to keep His Bride FROM the "hour of trial" that will come upon "all the world" (Revelation 3:10).
There are many of us here who might not be as vocal as others who have not cast a final lot with any group of thinking.
I am not definitively "pre-trib" (although I prefer the world "pre-wrath" and "gathering" -- since most people who believe in
a "rapture" merely believe that the Groom will "gather" His Bride before the Wrath of God is poured out upon the entire E
arth). Rather, I lean heavily toward this position WHILE still being prepared for whatever may come. Keith Green called
this "praying for pre-trib but being prepared for post-trib." David Wilkerson called this a "pan-trib" position -- knowing that
everything will "pan" out in the end. The important thing is to be prepared by seeking and knowing Jesus Christ.
Someone already pointed out that, shortly before His ascension, the Lord admonished the apostles (who had asked him
about the timing of his Kingdom) about the importance of the power of the Holy Spirit in their ministries. When they were
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asking about specific timing, Jesus said, "It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in
his own power" (Acts 1:7). He redirected the importance of the here-and-now. He continued, "But ye shall receive powe
r, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, a
nd in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth" (Acts 1:8). So, I agree that the importance is in truly and intimat
ely knowing God with complete purity...and then introducing this free gift (to know and fellowship with a forgiving God) to
the rest of the world.
After all, "to live is Christ, and to die is gain" (Phillipians 1:21).
Re: , on: 2010/4/14 17:49
(well, materials needed were not yet delivered, and we may have to wait another day before building continues... canyou
say "worse than a rainy day?")
-----------------------------------------------------------------Phillip, the chance has not yet come to put out questions regarding the commentary read, but not yet responded to. Hon
estly, i'm not up much at all for 'flowery' texts/sermons nor hymns that sound like funeral dirges.
I did not come to Jesus for the streets of gold, nor the things we try to do down here to butter up christianity.
The limited view re: possessing your vessel is not agreed with... but that's another thread, He does make some salient p
oints, which will be given a post of it's own (in this thread) when time affords.

Areadymind: calling myself a fool is not being hard on myself, but a statement of fact when i fail to study into the way Go
d knows things to be, and instead rely on my own perception of things. Worse, telling others something without having al
l the facts is just so horrible. (that still small voice, which is not always so still and so small, when writing that told me not
to write that stuff, and after finishing to delete the whole mess regarding that, so perhaps a stiffnecked fool that did not s
earch- (when told that as well)- might be more to the T.
"through a glass dimly" is a foregone conclusion here, but butting your head against the Rock... well, you get the picture.
NTL, the encouragement is very appreciated, as well as the strike against the wrong words.

carm is going to have to be checked into Giggles.

ccchhhrrriiisss:
From reading your post, it seems that as D. Wilkerson calls it, i'm a pan-trib person, with a heavy leaning towards toward
s the very end, if not after.
If there is a rapture, that would mean that there would be 3 ressurrections and three judgements, wouldn't it?
It's thought that the questions tottering this mind have to do with "the trumpet", "the last trump" and all the other passage
s related in relation to Rev. 11:15-19 which is quite specific. (my one sister and mom state that this is definitely the middl
e of the tribulation, and if this is so, it seems to validate the last chapter of Daniel-(which has not yet been read in the Ma
soretic mss).

The issue of God's wrath being poured out during the trib, in contradiction with "we are not appointed unto wrath", seem
s not to be contradiction at all; for the scriptures plainly state that these things are done to: the world, those who served
and worshipped the beast, recieved his mark, Babylon (MOH) etc.
Since Revelation is written for the purpose of informing us just what is what in regards to this whole issue, it's thought th
at all passages referring to the end not found in Revelation, should be referenced to it to see if there is common ground t
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o walk on.
I Cor. 15:24 that Areadymind put foreward, if taken with I Cor. 15:23 states it concisely:
1. Christ (the firstfruits)
2. On His return, those who are His (the ressurection)
3. v.24 then comes the end (of this age)
(have the forum pages been indexed? If not, do you know which ones hold the information regarding estachology?)
After all is gone over, it's planned to put foreward a new view of the sequence of events--(thus adding to the confusion or
rectifying wrong ideas)???
BTW< Nephillim have much to do with "as in the days of Noe".
What is heartily agreed is this one thing, as has been put foreward several times in this thread, and as you concluded:
Be clothed in the Holy Spirit.
Preach the Gospel to every creature.
Make disciples teaching them:
Immersing-(baptising)-them in
the work and authority-(name)of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Watch!
Pray!

gregg
Mt. 24:14

Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/14 17:58
Quote:
-------------------------Areadymind: calling myself a fool is not being hard on myself, but a statement of fact when i fail to study into the way God knows thi
ngs to be, and instead rely on my own perception of things. Worse, telling others something without having all the facts is just so horrible. (that still sm
all voice, which is not always so still and so small, when writing that told me not to write that stuff, and after finishing to delete the whole mess regardin
g that, so perhaps a stiffnecked fool that did not search- (when told that as well)- might be more to the T.
-------------------------

I can respect that.
Re: - posted by Areadymind (), on: 2010/4/14 18:17
I hope this is OK, but this is a sermon series by David Legge, whom has had many sermons here on this website, but I
do not think this series is on here. Brother David does a great job of explaining the Dynamo of Christ as God with Christ
as man, and the fusion of how those two concepts intersected. He also talks about laying down his "Divine
prerogatives," which was what I was trying to get at originally.
(http://www.preachtheword.com/studies/ssman.html) The Man of the Millenium by David Legge
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Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2010/4/14 21:52
Hi Phanetheus...
Quote:
------------------------If there is a rapture, that would mean that there would be 3 ressurrections and three judgements, wouldn't it?
It's thought that the questions tottering this mind have to do with "the trumpet", "the last trump" and all the other passages related in relation to Rev. 11
:15-19 which is quite specific. (my one sister and mom state that this is definitely the middle of the tribulation, and if this is so, it seems to validate the l
ast chapter of Daniel-(which has not yet been read in the Masoretic mss).
-------------------------

I think that you are building upon assumptions here. There are several different days known as "the day of the Lord." It
is possible that the same is true of trumpets.
Quote:
-------------------------The issue of God's wrath being poured out during the trib, in contradiction with "we are not appointed unto wrath", seems not to be c
ontradiction at all; for the scriptures plainly state that these things are done to: the world, those who served and worshipped the beast, recieved his ma
rk, Babylon (MOH) etc.
-------------------------

Yes, but the Scripture also talks about EVERY LIVING SOUL in the sea who would die as a direct (or indirect) result of t
he wrath of God (Revelation 16:3). Now, if I believed that the Bride of Christ were to be forced to live on the Earth durin
g the period of God's wrath, I would also believe that God somehow supernaturally protects them (and physically sustain
s them) while He destroyed the world around them. However, this seems somewhat of a contradiction to the description
given in Revelation about the result of that wrath.
Still, I don't want you to confuse a "leaning" toward a gathering of the Bride before the day of God's wrath as the same a
s seeing this as an undeniable conclusion. I will be the first to admit that I don't know with absolute certainty the exact m
anner and timing of the Lord's return. To be clear, I am not too concerned about it either. It is a joy to know Christ in thi
s Earth -- even in the face of tribulation. Paul, the apostle who had been beaten, shipwrecked, and rejected by mankind
was the same guy who said "To live is Christ."
:-)
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