
General Topics :: Altzheimer

Altzheimer - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/5/25 1:09
So my wife works at a Nursing Home and works with many Altzheimer patients some of them are pleasant others are no
t so pleasant.  My question though is many of these people come to Christ Jesus one day and then forget everything tha
t happened,  Also there are some that diligently served the Lord while in their youth but as the Altzheimer took its course
they became mean and at times voilent at times because they forget all about their Lord and Saviour due to the disease.
 What are your thoughts on this?  I know that God is the Judge but is there anything in Scripture that would help clear thi
s up? And also I think about how this applies to me, can I fall subject of Forgetting my Saviour and Lord on a day to day 
basis out of lack of Reverence?

God Bless,
Matthew

Re: Altzheimer - posted by KathleenP (), on: 2010/5/25 5:08
Brother Matthew,

This is a hard situation as the term "Alztheimer" is relatively new, and it seems to cover a wide range of types of dementi
a.

When violent acts and words a involved, I often think of a demonic influence in that person. So many spiritual conditions 
have been masked by modern and worldly science so we can't see the true source of the problem. It would also explain 
the difficulty of declaring the gospel to someone in this plight.

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature. There is always evidence of new birth, and if there is no change of heart, t
han sadly they have not yet been reached. We are also given a new heart and a new mind at salvation. These are biblic
al guidelines, and I would simply encourage your wife to pray that there would be true evidence of conversion with the w
orking of the Holy Spirit.

I wish it were easier, but it isn't and I, myself, wouldn't want to be falsely converted "by faith". I believe the Lord would do
something undeniable to give us that witness.

I know many elderly, in fact a dear customer on my route who is supposedly in the early stages of this. He is very cohere
nt though, and rarely has the symptoms. I have his whole household on my heart to witness to.

On the other hand, there is an elderly woman that receives 24 hour care and people often treat her as a novelty. Her situ
ation is thoroughly demonic but also has the same label of Altzheimer's. She bites and curses, and for someone nearing 
100, has a good amount of strength.

So, I most certainly would encourage her to pray for these souls, but to look at them as having spiritual conditions, and t
o pray against the hold of Satan. Modern medicine has covered the true condition of many people and we have stopped 
looking at things in a biblical view. I so hope this helps, and may she be a light for the few whose eyes are opened. Ther
e is such a need for women and men like herself.

Re: Altzheimer - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/5/25 7:42

I think in some cases this might be God's mercy.  I'm speaking of my granny on my dad's side (I usually always talk abo
ut my granny on my mom's side!, in case anyone wondered).  

When my dad had cancer, his 2nd wife didn't treat him as well as my granny thought she should.  My granny was always
a Godly woman but when she spent a couple weeks up there with him and her, it set about hate in her heart toward's thi
s woman.  

To be honest, I don't know if she had Alzheimers or something else.  My sister and I would always tell her, You have to f
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orgive _______.  Towards the end, she couldn't remember what my dad's wife did.  I hope and pray that was mercy on 
God's part towards my granny.

God bless, 

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/25 9:01
I think that understanding the issue may turn out to be futile, but I think that our right response is found in James 1:27:

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and to 
keep himself unspotted from the world.

The word for affliction is translated mainly as tribulation and affliction. It has the idea of pressure and oppression. If the p
erson is discerned to be demonically afflicted, as believers it would follow that we should pray for them. But these things 
are not certain without specific discernment. They could be suffering from genuine mental disease. I personally have refr
ained from attempting to come to a judgment because I don't think we can really know unless God reveals something. S
o my view is that we continue to minister to them in that affliction and allow God to make any judgments necessary.    

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/5/25 10:40
My sentiments echo Robert's exactly. 

There comes a time when we simply do not understand and the 'why's' are more numerous then the explanations.

I personally know of a man who was as ungodly as you could be, but one day God got a hold of him and did a complete 
turn around. Instead of cursing, swearing and doing all manner of ungodly things, he became a very godly person. In tim
e he was ordained to the ministry and eventually became an evangelist. Souls came to the LORD, healings ocurred (my 
cousin had rheumatic fever then, he prayed for her and she improved - not sure if she was completely healed at this poi
nt - may have been but this happened back in the 1950s.). He prayed much and miracles followed.

But he got old and older and Alzheimer's set in. His speech  reverted back to his pre-conversion mode. People who kne
w him well during his days of ministry, were completely baffled. One minister told me how he regretted visiting him in the
nursing home. So tragic.  These ministers all said it is in the hand of God....and they shook their heads. 

I am sure glad I am not God. I know he will be just and righteous in his judgement.

Maybe this helps - a little.

ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by Compton (), on: 2010/5/25 11:15
If our brain fails us, and in hapless senility we lose much or even all of our former intelligence and knowledge of God, I d
o not think the Lord will forget us in turn. After-all he remains faithful, (2 Tim 2:13), his love endures forever, (Ps. 136:25)
. nothing can separate us from his love, (Romans 8:38-39), he finishes what he started, (Phil. 1:6), and he has overcome
death (1 Cor. 15:57), and taken the sting out of death. (1Cor 15:55)

In short the Lord will not cast his children aside because of a degenerative brain condition, any more then we would cast
our own children aside for the same reason.

"Far be it from You to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that the righteous and the wicked are tre
ated alike. Far be it from You! Shall not the Judge of all the earth deal justly?" (Gen, 18.25)

Mike

Page 2/11



General Topics :: Altzheimer

Re: , on: 2010/5/25 12:10
I have thought a lot about this one, since a relative had had Alzheimers and I saw it close up, right close up as I cared fo
r the person.

The scripture says that God does not give us a spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a sound mind 2Tim 1:7

As these qualities are not found in dementia, the only conclusion that I can come to is that many who seem to be in the k
ingdom are not and that when one is really in the kingdom and entirely sanctified, God protects the mind although the br
ain may be diseased but that God can still enable the mind to function in order that one can be entirely obedient. There 
are no exclusions to the command be ye perfect. It does not say that mental illness excludes us.

Re: , on: 2010/5/25 15:22
Krautfrau,
I too, have often thought of that scripture.
I appreciate your voice in this subject.
ebeth

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/25 15:42
Brenda,

So are you suggesting that if a person somehow loses their mind and exhibits characteristics unbecoming of a Christian 
they were never saved to begin with? Can we also conclude that when they become combative towards their own family
members (wife, husband, children, etc.) that they never really loved them either? I'm not sure your prepared to follow tho
ugh with the position. 

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2010/5/25 17:20
My grandmother died of Alzheimers (You would think they would make that particular word easier to spell???).  I first not
iced the it when she began placing labels on things in the house to remind herself of what they were called.  Eventually t
he disease caused her to lose her memory and then her health.  

The brain is simply a part of our physical body, made of dust like the rest of us.  What happens in our soul realm (thinkin
g, feeling, choosing) is really a mix of brain and spirit.  But it is in our spirit that we are born again.  The union of our phys
ical bodies, or mental and emotional processes, and our spirit in life makes it a bit hard to sort out sometimes.  But my br
ain has never been born again.  I have been renewing my mind through the word and the Holy Spirit ever since I was bo
rn again, but still it is my spirit that is reborn.  See John 3.  

So I would like to give my opinion to this question with a question I guess.  How is deterioration of the brain and resulting
dementia any different than, lets say, prostate cancer?  I don't mean to imply that some sickness, and I think a lot of men
tal illness, is the result of demonic spirits.  But if Alzheimers is truly caused by physical processes, how is it any different 
than any other physical illness?  Does the behavior associated with the brain malfunctioning differ from the pain associat
ed with, for example, a cancer?  

Re: Altzheimer - posted by Nellie, on: 2010/5/25 17:48
I had a Friend who developed this disease.
She won her Husband to the Lord after being married to him a long time.
I can truthfully say that up until the time she died in a Nursing Home,
I never saw her violent, and when anyone was talking about Jesus, and how she would see her Husband Joe, again, sh
e would get so happy.
Her Spiritual condition didn't have anything to do with her mental condition.
I know that probably there are some who get violent with this disease, but this lady was Spirit filled.
I'm like all the rest of you, I don't know why God's Children are afflicted with this disease, nor do I know why they get Ca
ncer, and other incurable diseases, but He will one day answer our questions.

Since I minister at the Nursing Homes, I see a lot that I don't understand, but I've been so Blessed to be able to go and b
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e with these people.

God Bless
Nellie

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/25 19:12

Quote:
-------------------------But if Alzheimers is truly caused by physical processes, how is it any different than any other physical illness? Does the behavior as
sociated with the brain malfunctioning differ from the pain associated with, for example, a cancer?
-------------------------

The thing about diseases such as Alzheimer's, Parkinson's. etc., is that they often leave the victim mentally handicapped
. They behave as if they have a mental disability. 

For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind. Be not thou therefore asham
ed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to t
he power of God; (II Timothy 1:7,8)

Our word here for 'sound mind' is &#963;&#969;&#966;&#961;&#959;&#957;&#953;&#963;&#956;&#959;&#8166; and i
s found only here in this form. Darby translates the passage:

For God has not given us a spirit of cowardice, but of power, and of love, and of wise discretion. (II Timothy 7:7,8) 

This is a godly boldness in the face of persecution. It is a spirit that allows us to answer rightly when challenged in our fai
th with meekness and reverence. It is addressed first to young Timothy, that he would not walk as did the ungodly youth.
Proverbs 14:16  A wise man feareth, and departeth from evil: but the fool rageth, and is confident. 

The word &#963;&#969;&#966;&#961;&#959;&#957;&#953;&#963;&#956;&#959;&#8166; (sound mind/wise discretion) 
has the root &#963;&#974;&#966;&#961;&#969;&#957;  and is also used only once. It is here translated as 'sober.'

The aged women likewise, that  in behaviour as becometh holiness, not false accusers, not given to much wine, teacher
s of good things; That they may teach the young women to be sober, to love their husbands, to love their children, (Titus
2:3,4 G4998)

Notice the common theme in our two passages- one is addressed to a young man and here towards young women. The
idea here is one of teaching in the sense of bringing the younger women to their senses by showing what sound thinking
truly is.

Re: Altzheimer - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2010/5/25 20:49
The testimony of Jesus within never fades away, although everything natural might fade away, the spirit remains alive a
nd free. 

So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away, our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light
momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look not to the things th
at are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen ar
e eternal. 
(2Corinthians 4:16-18)

In Christ,

Ron
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Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/5/25 22:13
Robert, I appreciate your  definition of 'sound mind'.

I have another question, especially to those who question whether a child of God can be afflicted with Alzheimer's.

What about the aging process? How can you prevent its onslaught?

I used to think that if I stayed active I will be able to prevent arthritis and whatever troubles aging bodies. I used to say I 
am the most limber 60 YO lady in the county unless she is a professional athlete...I was and still am very limber - but
arthritis has set in and now I am battling it. Or, how about forgetfulness? I am appalled at the things I forget and stupid
things, I might add. I used not to. 

You see, my body is dying. Even my mind no longer has the stamina that it used to. It gets weary, very weary. Does this
mean my problem is spiritual? 

When you are young and so idealistic and ever so healthy it is easy to look at old people and decide the reason they are
ailing is because of a spiritual problem. Just do not forget all these wrinkled old folks were one time young, healthy and  
beautiful/handsome.

And if the LORD tarries you too will get old, and wrinkled and slow and.....maybe get alzheimer's. You could pray that th
e LORD would spare you from this ailment and perhaps He might, but God doesn't always answer our prayers in the tim
e frame we have chosen. 

ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by Compton (), on: 2010/5/26 1:23
" When you are young and so idealistic and ever so healthy it is easy to look at old people and decide the reason they
are ailing is because of a spiritual problem. Just do not forget all these wrinkled old folks were one time young, healthy
and  beautiful/handsome."

Amen!

When we are young we tend to think we will always have the same kind of tireless mind even though we faintly expect o
ur bodies to grow old. Yet the brain is a fragile organ and like the rest of the body, it changes shape with time. Even with
out severe ailments, the brain is much like a soft lens whose shape can change because or pressure or damage, causin
g the images seen through it to change as well.

I knew a very godly woman and pastors wife in her 70's whose tireless work for other peoples issues and crisis' contribut
ed to her having a nervous breakdown. Then I watch amazed as the very same people who consumed her emotional an
d mental resources concluded her breakdown was evidence of not trusting in the Lord or some other spiritual lack...whe
n it was their own lack that wore her down! 

To be sure, spiritual problems can effect the mind, but it does not follow that all mental or emotional ailments are therefo
re evidence of hidden spiritual conditions...at least none that are not common to all of fallen humanity. 

Blessings,  

MC

Re: , on: 2010/5/26 4:01
Robert

"So are you suggesting that if a person somehow loses their mind and exhibits characteristics unbecoming of a Christian
they were never saved to begin with? Can we also conclude that when they become combative towards their own family
members (wife, husband, children, etc.) that they never really loved them either? I'm not sure your prepared to follow tho
ugh with the position."
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No I did not mean that all must not have been saved as I believe that we can lose our salvation. To me a saved person i
s one who has been saved from the presence of sin and a person who has not can still be a believer, as were the discipl
es pre Pentecost. But if one is walking in salvation, then I believe that deterioration of the brain does not stop them from 
obeying Christ. Why would God`s promises only apply to mentally healthy people?

I can witness to this myself as I have untreated stage 3 Lyme Disease which is the stage, like in syphilis another bacteri
al infection, where one developes dementia. I have dementia. Everyone with this advanced stage says that they have ra
ge and cannot stop it, it overpowers them but I never have any signs of anger at all. I am as patient as I was when Christ
sanctified me.

ginny

People mistakenly think that signs of ageing are unavoidable but they are signs of sickness as people in more natural livi
ng cultures stay fit till much later. If we give our bodies the correct fuel for which God made them to function with, then w
e can keep our youth for much longer. Degenerative diseases moreover are curable if one has not damaged the system 
with pharmaceuticals and damaging treatments like chemotherapy. I am on a healing program myself and have exclude
d many foods that stop my healing like gluten and grains apart from brown rice, dairy products meat and fish, potatoes, 
eggs, all processed food of course no coffee alcohol or sugar and I live on seeds, vegetables and fruit mostly uncooked 
and am recovering my health. The brain suffers from bad diet too and can recover itself if we eat a health giving cleansin
g diet. Most people in care homes are sick because of the way they have eaten through their lives. I have seen healthy 8
0 year old climbing mountains and these are the folk that you will see in the health food store. The folk in the care home
s ate from supermarkets.

Alzheimer`s has been linked to pesticide poisoning - there are higher rares amongst golfers - courses are heavily spraye
d with pesticide and herbicide, and aluminium intake.
 

Re:  - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/5/26 5:01
I have heard of the diet you are talking about I think or at least a similar one, They base it off of the diet that Adam and E
ve had before the fall,  Every seed-bearing plant and every fruit bearing tree (minus the Tree of Knowledge of Course)  I 
met a man that recovered from Cancer through Christ Jesus he used this diet and said that it helped him a ton.

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/5/26 7:27
Years ago Dr. Dobson aired a program dealing with aging which was so informative.

Dobson said that years ago people died younger because of lack in accurate diagnosis of illnesses and then effective tre
atment. Medical science has since improved much in its diagnostic abilities and treatments which will render peoples' abi
lity to live longer which will then put them at risk for diseases rare in the old days, like alzheimers. 

My paternal grandparents were born in 1888. Grandpa died in 1946 due to heart disease; his wife followed in 1955 from 
the same affliction. They had eight children of whom only two still live, both in their eighties. The youngest one to die wa
s 78 YO; the others lived to be in their eighties and nineties. But they all had heart problems - like their parents - and tha
nks to modern medicine they were enabled to live longer. However, the uncles that lived to be in their nineties all develo
ped dementia.

As I consider my family history, serious questions challenge me: would I want to ever have heart by-pass surgery or take
other invasive treatments for heart diseases so I can live longer so I can develop alzheimer's? (Granted, none of the aun
ts developed dementia, it was only the males.)

Modern medicine, with all its wonderful healing properties, is not always the cure for whatever ails you. It can also prolon
g the dying process. Given these realities, one must seriously consider what one's options are, doing your own research 
so if your health starts to break down you may have general idea what is best for you and your family.

Yes, aging is not for sissies! 

"And LORD, please allow me to have a healthy mind until you decide to call me home!" So prayed my maternal grandfat
her, and God in his mercy and grace granted him that wish. (He lived to be 88 YO.)
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ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/5/26 7:53
One more story, but a heartwarming one, if possible.

Years ago, perhaps 20, "Christianity Today" magazine printed an article written by a college president. In it he details his
reason for resigning from his position as president of the college.

His wife had developed Alzheimer's and required close personal supervision. He said she lived a sacrificial life, helped hi
m much when he needed it; she was always there for him, supported him and never asked much in return. Now he said 
she needs help and it is now my turn to render her that assistance! 

Some time passed and a followup was printed in CT. The man was still committed to his wife...

That man must be a gem! this is what love is all about!

ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/26 8:07

Quote:
-------------------------No I did not mean that all must not have been saved as I believe that we can lose our salvation. 
-------------------------

Would that mean that if I lose my mind and no longer walk in perfection that I am subject to eternal damnation? I'm just tr
ying to get a handle on what you mean.  

Quote:
-------------------------Why would God`s promises only apply to mentally healthy people?
-------------------------

Because in order to rightly respond to revelation a person would have to have basic mental capabilities that allow them t
o reason rightly. The mentally handicapped often have no such ability or a limited ability. It is consistent throughout the 
NT that they who suffered such conditions were only relieved by Divine intervention. It is my view that such persons, as i
nfant children, being unable to rightly reason, are under grace. If a Christian came into such a state after having been of 
sound mind and judgment we have this promise:

For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward his name, in that ye ha
ve ministered to the saints, and do minister.(Hebrews 6:10)

I think great caution is in order when dealing with such that have come into mental illness for whatever reason. God is w
atching. Sound judgment of such cases should follow consideration of the afflicted-ones inability or limited abilities; not t
hat God has called us to judge them at all, for that is His prerogative alone. But rather that we judge this, that none put a
stumbling block before them or others in suggesting that somehow they have fallen into disfavor with God through no fa
ult of their own; or even worse to seek to link some sin with their present circumstance.       
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Re: , on: 2010/5/26 8:21
"Would that mean that if I lose my mind and no longer walk in perfection that I am subject to eternal damnation? I'm just 
trying to get a handle on what you mean."

I don`t believe that one can lose one`s mind if one is perfected. The brain can lose function but the mind is not the brain 
and the presence of the Holy Spirit will preserve it. If Alzheimers is caused through bad diet, or cooking in aluminum pot
s is the person not responsible in some ways? Most degenerative disease is caused through life choice. If God is leadin
g us then we will make good choices and not be enslaved to addictions like coffee and sugar. He calls and we all have t
he choice apart from mentally challenged people to whom He will be graceful if it is not their fault. I knmow a lovely schiz
ophrenic lady who hardly needs any medication because she loves the Lord.

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/5/26 8:40
QUOTE:

"I know a lovely schizophrenic lady who hardly needs any medication because she loves the Lord."

This sounds like an oxymoron.

EDIT - removed a sentence...

ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/26 8:54

Quote:
------------------------- I don`t believe that one can lose one`s mind if one is perfected. The brain can lose function but the mind is not the brain and the pr
esence of the Holy Spirit will preserve it. If Alzheimers is caused through bad diet, or cooking in aluminum pots is the person not responsible in some 
ways? Most degenerative disease is caused through life choice. If God is leading us then we will make good choices and not be enslaved to addictions
like coffee and sugar. 
-------------------------

It sounds like you are saying that if a person gets a disease that affects the mind in such a way as we have described, th
en it is their own fault and are guilty before God? If I follow through with this idea it would seem that a person could end 
up in hell over sugar and coffee. Do I understand that right? 

Re: , on: 2010/5/26 11:41
The reason will be that the person was not filled with the Spirit and therefore not in Christ. That`s what scripture says is it
not?

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/26 11:53
Are the mentally handicapped and babies filled with the Spirit?

Re: , on: 2010/5/26 12:01
I believe that babies are innocent and therefore under grace and the mentally handicapped, well who knows how much li
ght they can receive but they will be judged accordingly to how they respond to it and it will probably not look like what w
e are looking for. In the fathers house there are many mansions.

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/26 12:38
I have thought upon this passage much during this thread:

And David said unto Gad, I am in a great strait: let me fall now into the hand of the LORD; for very great are his mercies:
but let me not fall into the hand of man. (I Chron. 21:13)

I beg to God to never a man or woman judge me on that great day. Let me fall into the hands of the Lord, for truly there I
would find mercy. If I should lose my mind and man should relegate me to the damned may the Lord be my defense and
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I will fear no other.  

Re: , on: 2010/5/26 16:05

Quote:
-------------------------"I know a lovely schizophrenic lady who hardly needs any medication because she loves the Lord."

This sounds like an oxymoron.
-------------------------

Actually it's just the grammar. It should have read, 

"I know of a lovely lady who suffers with schizophrenia who hardly needs any medication because she loves the Lord."

And Brenda, I know a few that have this condition and are very much like this lovely lady.

Re: , on: 2010/5/26 16:30
Alzheimer's, me thinks, is caused by a bitter spirit.

It may not always be but the one's that I have known before they got the illness were.

I remember a woman who was a Sunday School teacher for many years in a Church was pushed to the side to bring in 
a new girl who was much younger and just starting out to teach was placed as the supervisor. This did not sit well with th
is old teacher. Not long after that, she ended up in the Alzheimer's wing of a local Nursing Home and died there.

I knew of a Christian Jew who lived on the streets because he had a fear of going broke. His family, though Jewish and 
against his faith, still kept tabs with him and provided for his care. He had money in the bank, but this fear kept him from 
utilizing it. He died in the Alzheimer's wing of that same Nursing Home, he was 45.

My former employer was a religious woman had become a bitter old bag, she blamed everyone for her problems. We us
ed to lock horns at times as she would say that miracles today are caused by the devil. I felt sorry for her as she resisted
the power of God to change. She had Alzheimer's for several months before she died at the hospital at the age of 65.

As I said, this is not always the case, but I think that if we take inventory of our lives to make sure that we have no animo
sity toward anyone whether it's just a small thing or a boulder, I think that our minds would stay intact.  

Re: Caged  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/26 19:41

Quote:
-------------------------Alzheimer's, me thinks, is caused by a bitter spirit.
-------------------------

There would have to be a good amount of consistency in both directions for this to be a good theory.

1. Do most bitter people get Alzheimer's
2. Are most Alzheimer patients bitter

We would then need to know if a direct link between bitterness and the disease can be established. 

Although I agree it is important not to grow bitter in our lives, I don't think we can draw a conclusion like that from our ow
n limited experiences. 

I have seen what I will call a dear holiness lady grow old and lose her mind in a terrible fury just before death. She atten
ded our meeting in the Nursing Home many years ago and said to us, "I hope I make it!" She had lived her whole life for 
Christ and was winding down to the end with no real assurance of salvation. She was made to believe that unless she w
as perfect she would not make heaven, but would die and go to hell. Her hair was in a bun her dress to the floor. Never 
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a mean word from her mouth. But she had apparently  been taught that unless she was perfect she would not make it. 

Rosie was in a terrible frame and begin to lose her mind. Years and years of indoctrination in the Finney/Wesley perfecti
on vain left her mind in a horrific state. She believed in salvation by sanctification. Step on the crack and your damned. 
No sin will enter heaven. If your last act on this earth is a sin you will split hell wide open. The only way I can describe w
hat I saw as her teachers would be to think on the madness of the so-called Baptist preacher from Topeka, KS. We tried
to minister to her, but alas, the last time we saw her she was caged in a hospital bed. Imagine a steel cage over a bed th
at was 7 feet tall. She had gone insane apparently in tormentous fear of her everlasting soul. Where was her preacher n
ow? Where were the ones that lied to this dear precious woman? 

Me and a brother often asked each other; what could she have possibly been doing that would have made her so fearful
of her soul? She was never good enough in her own eyes. I was so horrified by her death; having seen what I believed 
was a Methodist style perfection meets Charles Finneyite, I concluded that such holiness teachers were monsters. The 
people that did this to her must be devils! I have since changed that view. I know now that she did not have a proper und
erstanding of justification by faith. Such fearful teachings meant to keep one on the strait and narrow stole her sanity in t
he end. What a terrible impression it made on me as a young believer wondering if I would die caged, insane, SCREAMI
NG and begging God for mercy after a life of faithfulness. 

  

     

Re: , on: 2010/5/26 21:02
Robert, I was more going by discernment that that was it's cause, not so much the experiences.

You are right in saying that Rosie's teachers were monsters. Oh the damages that were done by Pastors. Even my own 
Pastor who is now deceased, had some of those monster traits in him. He'd preach grace and lace it with this other stuff 
that wasn't necessary. The church would expand and people were coming together as a family and then he'd get on his l
ittle legalistic side show and everyone would disband because they knew what the bible said and he wasn't preaching it 
and he'd end up with literally just a handful of people (usually women) that obeyed his "standards of holiness". I staid be
cause I liked his preaching, but when he got on to that other stuff, I'd either tune it out, or leave. 

But that story you told is haunting. I can almost hear her saying the words, "I hope I make it". What anguish, what despai
r of life.

Re:  - posted by RobertW (), on: 2010/5/26 21:24
I think as ginnyrose said earlier that we have to be careful of idealistic notions. Just when we think we have our theology
all worked out 'people' come into the equation and challenge our self-love. I think we need to lead with grace. Jesus was
always our example to do so. 

Re:  - posted by passerby, on: 2010/5/26 22:36
While we are still in the flesh we are subject to the laws of nature, to the anatomic, physiologic, and biochemical process
es of our body.

Even a simple act of smiling requires an intact biologic system for it to be carried out. You severe the nerves to the relev
ant effector muscles and this ability will be lost.

The neurochemical and histological changes in patients with the late stage of Alzheimer's disease cause them to lose th
eir judgement and ethical ability. These persons must be cared for with diligence so that they will not inflict injury to other
s and to themselves.

This is indeed a very distressful situation especially if the sufferer is dear to us. But should we be worried about the salv
ation of our love ones or brethren who are now manifesting the late stages of Alzheimer's.

What makes us confident before the presence of God, is it a clear conscience, a righteous life, or as the psalmist said:

Psalm 32:1-2 "Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man against wh
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om the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit". 

We are saved by grace and this grace will keep us through eternity. 

Rom 8:33  Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.
 
Rom 8:34  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died--more than that, who was raised--who is at the right ha
nd of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 

Rom 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nake
dness, or danger, or sword? 
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