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The Baptism in the Holy Spirit: The Evidence

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon youÂ… Acts 1:8

Â…the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us. Rom. 5:5

	In Christianity today, especially Pentecostal churches, there is a lot of  talk about the baptism in the Holy Spirit, an expe
rience that Jesus said His followers should seek and expect to experience, and with that talk usually comes the question
of the evidence of this Holy Spirit baptism.  If youÂ’ve been around the Pentecostal or Charismatic movement youÂ’ve p
robably heard the answer Â“speaking in tonguesÂ”.  This answer comes from Acts 2:4, Â“And they were all filled with th
e Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues..Â”.  All throughout the books of Acts we see believers being filled 
with the Holy Ghost and speaking in tongues (all except twice Acts 4:31, 8:17).  So should we consider that to be sufficie
nt enough to label speaking in tongues the Â“initial physical evidenceÂ”, or should we dig a little deeper to see if the Bibl
e tells us of any other evidence that someone has received this gift promised by the Father.  First I want us to remember
that the book of Acts is a history book, though I dare not compare modern records of church history with Holy Scripture, I
think we should take a look at the experiences of other believers who profess to have been baptized in the Holy Spirit:

D.L. Moody

	In 1871  at one of Mr. MoodyÂ’s meetings, he was stirred with a desire for spiritual power by two women who would atte
nd the meetings.  He could see that they were praying, and at the close of the service they would say to him:
	Â“We have been praying for you.Â”

	Â“Why donÂ’t you pray for the people?Â”  Mr. Moody would ask.

	Â“Because you need the power of the SpiritÂ” they would say.

	Â“I need the power! Why?Â” said Mr. Moody, in relating the incident years after, Â“ I thought I had power.  I had the larg
est congregations in ChicagoÂ”, but the two women kept praying for him.  There came a great hunger into his soul as he
visited New York.

	Â“I was crying all the time that God would fill me with His Spirit.  Well, one day, in the city of New York -- oh, what a day
! -- I cannot describe it, I seldom refer to it; it is almost too sacred an experience to nameÂ… I can only say that God rev
ealed Himself to me, and I had such an experience of His love that I had to ask Him to stay His hand.  I went to preachin
g again.  The sermons were no different; I did not present any new truths, and yet hundreds were converted.  I would not
now be placed back where I was before that blessed experience if you should give me all the world -- it would be as the 
small dust of balance.Â”

Paul Washer
	
	Â“When I was 22 years old IÂ’d go out street preaching in Austin, TX.  I was scared half out of my wits.  IÂ’d walk aroun
d a lot of times the whole night with my Bible and not be able to share with anybody or preach, like a cowardÂ… So I de
cided that either this whole thing is a hoax, and I knew it wasnÂ’t, but I said whereÂ’s the power? WhereÂ’s the life? Wh
at did those apostles do?Â… I went out west of Austin and I climbed up on a hill and I went crazy for 3 days.  I would gra
b rocks and throw them at the sky and beg God to come down.  Nothing happened!  I went home, it went on couple mor
e months, I almost got to the point where I was crazy.  And one night I cried out to God, I donÂ’t know how long, but God
came, and I thought I was going to die.  I laid on my face I donÂ’t know how long, I covered my head, I curled up in the f
etal position and just laid there.  Then all of a sudden a joy that I had never known in my life, my mouth shot openÂ… It 
was like everything I had ever read in the book of Psalms came pouring out of my mouth.  After  that did I struggle with s
in?  Yep!  Did I struggle with fear?  Yep!  Did I have all the common problems with sanctification?  Yep!  But did my life c
hange?  Yep!  I started going out there and preaching.  God was real, HeÂ’s more real to me than all of you sitting in this

Page 1/21



Scriptures and Doctrine :: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence

room right now.Â”

Charles Finney

	Â“As I turned and was about to take a seat by the fire, I received a mighty baptism of  the Holy Ghost.  Without any exp
ectation of it, without ever having the thought in my mind that there was any such thing for me, without any recollection t
hat I had ever heard the thing mentioned by any person in the world, the Holy Spirit descended upon me in a manner th
at seemed to go through  me, body and soul.  I could feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through and thr
ough me.  Indeed it seemed to come in waves and waves of liquid love, for I could not express it in any other way.  It se
emed like the very breath of God.  I can recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan me, like immense wingsÂ”

Â“No words can express the wonderful love that was shed abroad in my heart.  I wept aloud with joy and love; and I do n
ot know but I should say, I literally bellowed out the unutterable gushings of my heart.  These waves came over me, and 
over me, one after the other, until I recollect I cried out, Â‘I shall die if these waves continue to pass over me.  I said, Â‘L
ord, I cannot bear any more; yet I had no fear of death.Â”

Duncan Campbell

	Â“But listen, friends, as I lay there, God the Holy Ghost came upon me.  Wave after wave came rolling over me until the
love of God swept through me like a mighty river!  So much so, that there were momentsÂ… now listen, my daughter be
side me put her hand on my shoulders and she prayed, Â‘Oh God, keep his reason to daddy.Â’ I was never more sane i
n my life!  But I was so wrought by the Holy Ghost that I cried and I laughed and I prayed.Â”

Â“Someone asked me, Â‘Did you speak in tongues?Â’ Oh, I was asked that again and again.  No, my dear people, IÂ’ve
never spoken in tongues nor have I ever been in a meeting where tongues have been practicedÂ… No dear peopleÂ… 
mind you, when I say that, donÂ’t think that IÂ’m denying the gifts mentioned in the New Testament, precious gifts when 
God gives them.  But all I can say is that it never came to me!Â”

Â“But I say that the baptism of the Holy Ghost came to meÂ… in a mighty cleansing, empowering power!Â”

(A professor essentially asks him what difference the experience made in his life and he responds):

Â“Well, I think, professor, that the difference must be obvious to you from what has already happened, Â‘I said. Â‘I went 
out to preach the same sermons with this difference- that I now saw hundreds converted, hundreds brought savingly to 
Christ.Â”

R.A. Torrey

	Â“I had been a minister for some years before I came to the place where I saw that I had no right to preach until I was d
efinitely baptized with the Holy GhostÂ… Then just as far as I could, I shut myself up alone in my study and spent the ti
me continually on my knees asking God to baptize me with the Holy SpiritÂ… I recall the exact spot where I was kneelin
g in prayer in my studyÂ… It was a very quiet moment, one of the most quiet moments I ever knewÂ… Then God simply
said to me, not in any audible voice, but in my heart, Â‘ItÂ’s yours.  Now go and preach.Â”

Â“Some time after this experience (I do not recall just how long after), while sitting in my room one day, that very same r
oomÂ… suddenly, as near as I can describe it, though it does not exactly describe it, I was struck from my chair onto the
floor and I found myself shouting (I was not brought up to shout and I am not of the shouting temperament, but I shouted
like the loudest shouting Methodist), Â‘Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God,Â’ and I could not stop.  I tried to stop, bu
t it was just as if some other power than my own was moving my jaws.  At last, when I had succeeded in pulling myself t
ogether, I went downstairs and told my wife what had just happened.  But that was not when I was baptized with the Hol
y Spirit.  I was baptized with the Holy Spirit when I took Him by faith in the naked Word of GodÂ…Â”

Jonathan Edwards
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	Â“Once as I rode out into the woods for my health, in 1737, having alighted from my horse in a retired place, as my man
ner commonly had been to walk for divine contemplation and prayer, I had a view that for me was extraordinary, of the gl
ory of the Son of God.  As near as I can judge, this continued about an hour, and kept me the greater part of the time in 
a flood of tears and weeping aloud.  I felt an ardency of soul to be what I know not otherwise how to express, emptied an
d annihilated; to love Him with a holy and pure love; to serve and follow Him; to be perfectly sanctified and made pure wi
th a divine and heavenly purity.Â”

	Jonathan EdwardÂ’s didnÂ’t (to my knowledge) refer to this experience as the baptism in the Holy Spirit, but it does sho
w that he was no stranger to the power and presence of the Holy Ghost.  Likewise his ministry also validates the fact tha
t he was Â“endued with power from on highÂ”. 

	So all throughout church history we see men, who have accomplished great things, who were baptized in the Holy Spirit
, yet without ever speaking in tongues.  At the same time there are many others who have received this baptism that do 
speak with tongues (David Wilkerson, Zac Poonen, B.H. Clendennen,).  So what should we say then?  Can speaking in 
other tongues be the evidence of the baptism in the Holy Spirit?  Or were these men wrong in calling their experience th
e baptism in the Holy Ghost?  What does the Bible say?

	The Bible says in 1 Corinthians 12:4, Â“Now there are diversities of gifts, but the same Spirit.Â” and in verse 11 it tells u
s that the Holy Spirit Â“gives them to each one, just as He determines.Â”  In the entirety of Chapter 12, Paul is assuring t
he Corinthian believers that everyone will not have the same gifts of the Spirit, and that just because one is not an Â“eye
Â” or an Â“earÂ” doesnÂ’t mean that they are not part of the body.  Now with that said, I fully understand the Pentecostal
interpretation of  1 Corinthians chapters 12-14, the belief that Paul is speaking of two different kinds of tongues.  But lets
be honest and simple in our interpretation of these chapters.  In 14:5 Paul says, Â“I would that ye all spake with tongues,
but rather that ye prophesied: for greater is he that prophesieth than he that speaketh with tongues, except he interpret, t
hat the church may receive edifying.Â”  Now is Paul here talking about two different types of tongues in this one verse?  
He would that all spoke in tongues,  obviously because he sees benefit in this gift, as the preceding verse says, Â“He th
at speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himselfÂ”.  Paul also said that he thanked God that he spoke in tongues mor
e than them all, yet in the church would rather speak with understanding.  Paul saw great benefit in this gift and desired t
hat all have it, and that in the church it would be used for the use of edifying the body through interpretation, but he also 
realized that the Spirit Â“gives them to each one, just as He determines.Â”  In chapter 12:30 he asks the rhetorical quest
ion Â“do all speak with tongues?Â” , to which, the answer is obviously, NO.   But our Pentecostal brothers always say, Â
“ well not everyone who speaks in tongues has the GIFT of tongues.Â” (referring to giving a message in tongues that is f
ollowed by interpretation), but just because someone hasnÂ’t used the gift in that area of ministry doesnÂ’t mean they d
onÂ’t have that gift.  It is the same gift just with different uses, to edify oneself, and to edify the entire body.  I believe an 
honest simple reading of chapters 12-14 will reveal that to anyone who is open to truth.

	Sadly we are often times blinded by our traditions.  The testimonies of the men above would be denied as being the tru
e baptism in the Holy Spirit in the majority of churches today, because of the lack of the gift of tongues, even though the
y got just what Jesus promised, POWER!  The only evidence Jesus ever said would be is power, power to be witnesses,
and power to love like He loved.  Â“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound
mind.Â”  I love the Pentecostal church ( I am a member of an A/G church), I believe the gift of tongues should be in oper
ation in every local body, but I do pray that the emphasis that is put on tongues as the Â“initial physical evidenceÂ” woul
d be placed on the evidence that Jesus gave us:

But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon youÂ… Acts 1:8
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Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/6/26 16:51
sorry this should probably be in the articles and sermons thread.

Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by sojourner7 (), on: 2010/6/26 17:17
Baptism in the Holy Spirit is evidenced
by the fruits of the Spirit!!

Re: , on: 2010/6/26 17:48
If it is the wrong category, our moderators will see that it is transferred.

ok, here goes:

God is not going to force anybody to do anything. He Guides and we willingly obey or He disciplines us towards His
ideal, i.e., into the image of Jesus Christ.

Further, if a person does not believe in something our ever unchanging God has testified of doing in the scriptures, it is
not going to be that way for them. This is the path of the reprobate, and God will abandon them to their own devices,
until they turn to Him.

Unbelief is locked into pride, fear (of man?), trust in the arm of the flesh, which all can be summarized as components of
idolatry. In idolatry, people become blind and deaf towards God's message for them, and rather speculate and
rationalize away what does not happen -(in their case)- due to their idolatry. In this human reasoning away of God's
message, hardness of heart ensues.
(see Rom. 1:21-2:11)

The question is if we think God is limited to what we think He is capable of (idolatry), or whether we will rest all our
confidence in Him to do more than we could ever ask or think (worship in Spirit and Truth).

It's this: Is. 44:25
OR 
this: Rom. 12:1-2

Jesus proclaimed that no man can serve two masters.
In any one thing, nobody but nobody can have it both ways...

Re: , on: 2010/6/26 19:38
To me, walking in the Spirit is walking in fullfilment of His word. When someone offends me, but I do not take the offence
, I am walking in the Spirit. When I am insulted , yet I do not care because I am dead to my own self, when I love when n
aturally I should not, when I should be angry, but anger quickly gives way to love and forgiveness, then I am walking in t
he Spirit.When I have something against a brother, or know that he has something against me and I go to that brother a
nd reach out to him, then I am walking in the Spirit. When I agree with someone who attacks me, rather than defend mys
elf, then I am walking in the Spirit.

When I look upon a woman, not with lust but with purity, when I would rather pluck out my eye than offend my Holy God,
when all men know that my word is my bond, that I do not have to attach oaths to my word, then I am walking in the Spiri
t.When I am assaulted and I turn the other cheek, if I am robbed of my wallet, and I reach into my pocket and give my ro
bber all that I have, when I can bless those who curse me, and pray for those who hate me without cause, then I am wal
king in the Spirit.If I can love , not only those who love me, but those who hate me, when I do a good thing for someone 
and I make sure no one knows about it, when I talk to my Lord all day long, whispering loving thoughts to Him, then I am
walking in the Spirit.

When I fast, and no one knows about it, when I refuse to be anxious, when I make a concious descision to do all things 
by prayer and supplication and thanksgiving, when I judge others by the same standard that I judge myself, then I am w
alking in the Spirit.When two paths open up before me, and I choose the narrow one, when I do all these things and men
know me because of them, when disaster strikes my life and my response is to praise my Father in Heaven and lift up th
e name of Jesus, then I am walking in the Spirit.As I do all these things and a peace that is beyond understanding fills m
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e completely, then I know that I am walking in the Spirit of the Living God and my heart literaly burns within my chest. An
d as it burns, it gives off a light that men can see and they are drawn to Christ in me. When this happens, I know that I a
m walking in the Spirit!

Doctinal correctness, theological knowledge, its all information. And without the Spirit of the Lord it is dead orthodoxy. It i
s illumination of the Word, and by that I mean it is the Holy Spirit working in us for His good pleasure that prompts us in 
a certain direction. When we respond to that prompting, then we are walking in the Spirit. All the things I mentioned abov
e I would never do. In fact, my nature is such that I would do the exact opposite for most of the examples and be applau
ded by my culture. My only part in this is to yield to the inner workings of the Spirit. It must come from the inside out. If it 
comes from the outside in, then I will eventually cry out Â“Oh wretched man that I am.Â’ The problem is that for long peri
ods of time we cannot tell if a manÂ’s outward piety comes from the inside out or the outside in. Time and circumstances
will of course tell the story. The man who operates and lives his life by dead orthodoxy and tries to accomplish a Christ li
ke life from the outside in, will eventually, or sooner or later, fall to pride and then fall as he ultimately fails. If we try an ac
complish the commandments of God in our own strength, then we will utterly fail in short order, or have some success a
nd self-righteousness and then utterly fail. This can take one year, but I have also seen it take 30 years.

My part is to surrender and yield to the Spirit that is within me. I must also be able to hear that small still voice that leads 
and guides me. I must also be genuine in all that I do, my outward actions must be a reflection of my inner state. That rig
ht there is the difference between life and death. I must cultivate my relationship with Jesus because my ability to walk in
the Spirit is directly tied to Christ in me and my relationship with Him. I must be able to come into His presence. It is only 
by walking in His presence, walking in the Spirit, that I can be used of Him to be light to the darkness. Experiencing His 
presence actually, as opposed to believing a theological truth, having a faith in information, giving a mental assent to an 
abstract truth is also the difference between Spiritual life and a fleshly life........brother Frank

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/6/29 17:35
I agree that the fruit of the Spirit is evidence that someone is walking in the Spirit,and will continue to increase
throughout the christian life, but I also believe that the baptism in the Holy Spirit is an experience to be sought by every
believer.  I think Greg said it best in his 95 theses to the modern church #2:

Quote:
-------------------------Thesis 2 - Evangelicals ignore most of the methods, practices and principles found in Acts chapter 2.
-------------------------

We need to be clothed in power from on high!

Re:  - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2010/6/29 20:56

Quote:
-------------------------To me, walking in the Spirit is...
-------------------------

Brother frank, outstanding post, the Spirit bears witness to what you have written. This is one of the best descriptions of 
spiritual life that I have read, thanks. 

Oh to walk as He walked, all the day, all my days...

In Christ,

Ron
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Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by Goldminer (), on: 2010/6/29 21:07
"Charles Finney

Â“As I turned and was about to take a seat by the fire, I received a mighty baptism of the Holy Ghost. Without any expec
tation of it, without ever having the thought in my mind that there was any such thing for me, without any recollection that
I had ever heard the thing mentioned by any person in the world, the Holy Spirit descended upon me in a manner that se
emed to go through me, body and soul. I could feel the impression, like a wave of electricity, going through and through 
me. Indeed it seemed to come in waves and waves of liquid love, for I could not express it in any other way. It seemed li
ke the very breath of God. I can recollect distinctly that it seemed to fan me, like immense wingsÂ”

This is almost an exact description of my experience in 1976 when filled with the Holy Ghost and power, however I spok
e in tongues too. 

I had only been saved for 3 days, and had people at my church pray for me, laying on hands, for the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. I was pretty much ignorant of the things of God, except that I was a wretched sinner, and had been powerfully deli
vered from my sinful past. I had never been to church since I was a small child. I didn't feel any difference after they pray
ed for me, but I kept praying, practically day and night to recieve all God had for me. If there was something to this bapti
sm of the Holy Spirit I wanted it. After that third day I was sound asleep and found myself sitting straight upright in the be
d with my arms out cross fashion with what felt like electricity surging through my body, and I was speaking in tongues. 
No words I could recognise. I woke my husband up with the noise. 

Immediately after this infilling I was compelled to share what God had done for me. It was like a fire shut up in my bones.
It felt like a huge lump of love in my heart and it oozed out to everybody. Just about everybody I came in contact with got
saved, glory to God, and my life was totally tranformed to live for God. I feel this event has been the most important thin
g in keeping me following Jesus. Nobody can ever tell me it didn't happen and that it wasn't a true gift from God. It is a tr
easured time that I can't deny. It was real and solid. I thank God for it. 

Like Appolus shared these signs of our relationship, the fruit of the Spirit, are accompanying the baptism of power. You c
an't help but show love, you can't help but show mercy. Not that you have these things in yourself, but Christ in us is ma
nifest through these earthen vessels that all the glory should go the the lover of our souls.

It is real. However, I would never say that people who have not had the "evidence of tongues" are not filled. Only God kn
ows that for sure. That dispute has gone around and around and it will probably never be answered to everyone's satifac
tion. All I know I experienced it this way, but I have seen many people who appear to be full of the power of the Holy Spir
it and they have never said they experienced it the same way I did. I do thank God for making is it so.... clear to me. 

Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by learn (), on: 2010/6/30 14:46
TimmyJoe, can you provide the link on where you got this from. I'm the most interested in Paul Washer's one. Thanks

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/6/30 15:41
This is just a little article I wrote myself.  Here is the link for the Paul Washer testimony: http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=KpZyl8VcCYc   it is about 13 mins in. 13:49 to be exact.  Finney's is from a biography of his.  Moody and Torrey I got f
rom a website http://www.prmi.org/files/gem2.pdf.  Campbell's I found on a forum here on SI, and Edwards came from a
n E.M. Bounds book, The Essentials of Prayer.

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/6/30 16:14
IntheLight said, 

Quote:
-------------------------Brother frank, outstanding post, the Spirit bears witness to what you have written. This is one of the best descriptions of spiritual life 
that I have read, thanks.
-------------------------

Amen! Brother Frank, that was a very encouraging post.
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Thanks,
TimmyJoe

Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/6/30 16:19

I enjoyed your article, Timmy.  I believe (correct me if I'm wrong anybody), churches are supported by their governing bo
dy and if they step away from what the governing body declares what is 'evidence' of the baptism of the Holy Ghost, the
y are fired; ejected out of the church; or the whole church is ejected.  I'm not quite sure what the steps are but they will b
ring you into line (if you let them) and they do it by withholding $$$$$ from you and the church.  

We can see the trap many preachers have fallen into of looking to another for our livelihood instead of God!  I'm not bla
ming them b/c the Lord allowed me to see this up close & personal a few years ago.  When I did the ppt and sound for th
e church I went to, the church paid me with a $250 gas card every month for about 2 yrs and what was the FIRST thing I
thought about when I knew it was time to leave... that's right, that piddly card!  I was unemployed at the time and I proba
bly stayed about 10 months longer than I should have and all over me arguing with myself over that gas card.  I can't im
agine counting on $2000 or more dollars a month coming in.  God free up our pastors to be free for you, Jesus!! 

And another side of it too is, that's why a lot of these TV preachers have broken away from their denominations b/c they 
didn't want to give their governing body "all that money they made."  

Greed it's everywhere.  I heard Derek Prince say in a sermon last week, "sin is crouching at the door," when we go out a
nd when we come back in... it's there waiting on us, to trounce on us when we come in tired and beat down, if we don't s
tay alert.  

In the 1950's, the pastors of the church I grew up had some mighty signs and wonders in their midst and several pentec
ostal denominations wanted them to join in with their church and they prayed the first couple times and finally the Lord s
aid to them, "If you want man to tell what you preach, join their denomination.  If you don't, you need to stay with me."  A
nd they stayed with God.

We need to pray for the pastors that those who have an ear to hear will hear the call of the Lord and teach what needs t
o be taught to their sheep come hell or high water, in the name of Jesus!! 

God bless you, 

Re:  - posted by learn (), on: 2010/7/1 3:47
TimmyJoe,
the link given below is 1 hour+. Is it the right link because you mentioned that it was only 13 minutes for Paul Washer's. 
Thanks.

Quote from TimmieJoe
'Here is the link for the Paul Washer testimony: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KpZyl8VcCYc it is about 13 mins in. 1
3:49 to be exact.'

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/7/1 17:32
learn,

Yes that is the right link. it is about an hour and 25 mins long, but the testimony is at 13 mins and 49 secs into the video. 
13:49 is where you can here it to save you from having to watch the whole thing, even though the whole thing is very go
od.
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Re:  - posted by learn (), on: 2010/7/2 18:22
Thank you so much TimmyJoe. Yep its at the 13:49th minute of the 1+hr video.

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/7/15 18:13
Denny Kenaston said,

Quote:
-------------------------I want to say something about speaking in tongues. You seek God, you break your heart before, God, God pours out His spirit upon
you, and you might speak in tongues. Sometimes that happens. Many times it doesnÂ’t happen, but sometimes it happens. And if weÂ’re going to be h
onest with this BibleÂ… at least for me, I canÂ’t stand up here and wiggle my way through all of those verse in the Bible and give you a nice theologica
l reason why all of those things have passed away. I canÂ’t do that. I donÂ’t speak in tongues. IÂ’ve never spoken in tongues. ThatÂ’s not the longing 
of my heart. IÂ’ll tell you what I pray continually, I pray, I plead, and beg God that I might prophesy, Â“God, to the edifying of the Church, I want to prop
hesy,Â”. So IÂ’ve been hooked on that gift for a ling time. So IÂ’m just saying that because, hey, that may happen. But I know thereÂ’s lot of confusion
about that in this America where we live and thereÂ’s a lot of emotional confusion on it, and thereÂ’s a lot of static, emotional Â“working upÂ” of things,
and itÂ’s not at all what IÂ’m talking about, not at all. Most of it is spurious. As for me, IÂ’ll take Moody and FinneyÂ’s anointing any day over this stuff t
hat they seem to be having in this America. IÂ’ll take MoodyÂ’s anointing, and never have to speak in another tongue. IÂ’ll take FinneyÂ’s anointing an
y day over that. The point IÂ’m making is, again weÂ’re not looking for an experience. Again, weÂ’re looking for the diving nature of God descending u
pon a manÂ’s life overwhelming him with His presence and putting the character of the Living God upon His heart and the anointing upon his words. T
his I want. This I want, and you should also want, and seek with all of your heart, believing Â“Much more shall the Heavenly Father give to them that a
sk. Much, much, more. 
-------------------------

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/7/15 18:16
I want to recommend Denny Kenaston's sermons "baptism in the Holy Ghost and the New Testament reality" and "Endu
ement of Power". 

they are in the text sermons section for anyone interested in more on this subject. :)

Thank,
Timmyjoe

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2010/7/16 0:33
This has nothing to do with the One baptism into One Spirit of the Body of Christ.  The only evidence is Spirit filled revel
ation of the Christ that is in us and the upbuilding of the Body of Christ, by His Spirit and the Holy Spirit and the Spirit of 
our Father, which is One Baptism, preformed by Christ given us at rebirth.

One full bucket of Grace.  Not parts and pieces or being filled and leaking, but we receive it all, one full bucket.
Let us be men in understanding.

1 Corinthians 14:6-20  Now, brethren, if I come unto you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you, except I shall spe
ak to you either by revelation, or by knowledge, or by prophesying, or by doctrine? And even things without life giving so
und, whether pipe or harp, except they give a distinction in the sounds, how shall it be known what is piped or harped? F
or if the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall prepare himself to the battle? So likewise ye, except ye utter by the t
ongue words easy to be understood, how shall it be known what is spoken? for ye shall speak into the air. There are, it 
may be, so many kinds of voices in the world, and none of them is without signification. Therefore if I know not the mean
ing of the voice, I shall be unto him that speaketh a barbarian, and he that speaketh shall be a barbarian unto me. Even 
so ye, forasmuch as ye are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church. Wherefore let 
him that speaketh in an unknown tongue pray that he may interpret. For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth
, but my understanding is unfruitful. What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I
will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he
that occupieth the room of the unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou saye
st? For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 
Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than t
en thousand words in an unknown tongue. Brethren, be not children in understanding: howbeit in malice be ye children, 
but in understanding be men.

No speaking in tongues, that being the evidence of Holy 
Spirit baptism, Not, Not, Not, never.
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In understanding be men;  In Christ: Phillip

Re:  - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/7/16 4:15
I grew up in a Pentecostal church background actually kind of all over the place with denominations anyways I am now c
urrently a Youth Pastor at an Assemblies of God.  

According to the 16 Fundmental truths is when you are baptised in the Holy Spirit you WILL speak in tongues.  Once Go
d broke through my religious heart I began to search for myself and found that Speaking in Tongues was never evidence
of Baptism in the Spirit but rather a gift of the Spirit along with the other Spiritual Gifts.  

I have "spoken in tongues" before but can't say it was a genuine move of God baptizing me.  Why?  because at those ti
mes I was clinging to my sin more than ever and still loving it.    I found that Baptism of the Holy Spirit can't be identified 
with Speaking in tongues in a practical way I was a heathen and could speak jibberish with the best of them (no offense 
to those that speak in tongues) but it wasn't real or authentic because it wasn't backed up with something that I find is th
e true evidence not only of conversion but of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and that is Radical Freeing from Sin.

Repentance, Conviction, Godly Sorrow, Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Gentleness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Sel
f Control.  Baptism will ALWAYS Lead to a Holy, Humble lifestyle before Jesus Christ.  

Are there still those that can speak in Tongues for real with these evidences? MOST CERTAINLY  But without the things
above what is the point of Baptism? Isn't Holy Spirit Baptism just for those reasons above?  To live a Godly life Through 
Christ Jesus is what I seek, I will listen to the Holy Spirit and be obedient to what He says if I don't ever speak in tongues
that's fine with me its a gift I am willing to receive if Christ Jesus is glorified through it I most certain don't want to get so
mething and try and trick my brain into thinking I have it while all along I am just speaking jibberish.

One last thing I have noticed a flaw in pushing just this one gift among the Pentecostal movement Many people are only 
seeking after this gift so they don't feel left out, which to me seems like a poor motive.  I know I originally spoke in tongu
es as a young boy only because my older brother was doing it so I simply followed suit.

When is the Body of Christ going to cry out for the Reality of Jesus rather than the emotionally feel sermons and music t
o manipulate the masses?

Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/7/16 7:05

I absolutely believe that the Pentecostal churches have sought after this one gift even perhaps instead of seeking after 
God's own heart but I know I'm preaching to the choir here (so to speak!!) but this has everything to do with what a pers
on is taught by their preacher / pastor / mentor etc.  And if they do not (get out much) and listen to other preachers or tea
chers (or have a heart to search the scriptures), they won't know any different!  

And we CANNOT blame these people or churches, that's God's job.  All we can do is lovingly educate and let them kno
w what God has done for us!  

Another point I'd like to comment on is the sinful state people are in when they say they have spoken in tongues; as if thi
s somehow disregards God's gift altogether.  Now, for the record, I acknowledge that there are false tongues out there b
ut just because a person was in a sinful state does not logically conclude they recieved false tongues!  

*** Question***  The Holy Spirit prays what He hears from Jesus so how do we know that God has not taken this opportu
nity to pray for "you" - to have the Holy Spirit pray over your life and what you have need of from the throne of God; to ge
t you where you need to be?  Just saying... it's worth thinking and praying about.

God bless, 

Page 9/21



Scriptures and Doctrine :: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence

Re: Just one more thing!!!   - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/7/16 7:14

I'd like to add one more thing!  I know what God has done in my life even while I was yet living like a sinner and speakin
g in tongues, He didn't condemn me.  I do not believe that I am any more special than anyone else, so could it be that H
e has baptised others in His Holy Spirit and given them the gift of tongues as well?  

I was baptised in the Holy Spirit when I was 19 and yes, I spoke in tongues and on and off I lived a life similiar somewhat
to what Matt said he lived.  When I was forty the perfect storm happened and I backslid for a few years.

I don't know for sure but it seems that God does not look at how perfect or holy a person IS LIVING at that particular tim
e in history and even how holy they are going to stay!!!  But rather looks at their heart.  

After I returned to the Lord, I went down a list and checked off everything I did wrong, lived wrong, said wrong and asked
Him why He gave me the Holy Ghost and I got that verse, "When you ask your Father for a fish, He doesn't give you a st
one,"  and that He didn't regret it because the "gifts of God are without repentance."  

It's the goodness of God that leads us to repentance!  When we know that we know He loves us beyond measure and th
at He was good to us in spite of us being us!  He is a good God, people!!  

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/7/16 17:57
Lysa said,

Quote:
-------------------------And we CANNOT blame these people or churches, that's God's job. All we can do is lovingly educate and let them know what God 
has done for us!
-------------------------

Amen! I agree with you, because I have grown up in A/G and Pentecostal churches all my life, and tongues being the evi
dence was all I ever heard. It's the same thing for many Pentecostals today, especially young preachers; that's what thei
r daddy believed and preached, and that's what his daddy believed and preached so they preach it too. 

The problem comes when they make comments like,"if you ain't talked in tongues this week you need to be in this altar!!
" Not being concerned with being full of love for their neighbors and enemies or power to witness. Just with if they've spo
ke in tongues or not. 

I know thats not always the case, but like the Corinthian church, we need some men of God to lovingly educate us. To tu
rn our attention from signs and wonders to being conformed to the image of Christ (inside and out).

Pray that God would open all our eyes, so that in our understanding we would be as men! 

Re:  - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/7/16 19:08
I appreciate those thoughts Lisa and I agree however in my case I can most ashuredly say I wasn't Baptised in the Holy 
Spirit.   

Something that I have seen happen especially in big churches is that they will have the big bands, high energy, charimat
ic preacher stir the emotions of the people and people come to be baptised in the Holy Spirit because of the emotional at
mosphere rather than having a conviction of wanting to be baptised.
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Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  Matthew - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/7/16 22:29

Matthew, 

Even though I went to a pentecostal type church, I did not grow up in a church like you described, so forgive me!!  

What you wrote reminded me of visiting a church like that years ago (11).  I went on a Sunday night and it was great, ev
erything you said... the high energy, the big band and choir and people dancing then I went back the very next Sunday n
ight and it was the exact same high energy music, exact same songs, the exact same people dancing in the aisles and 
warning bells started going off in my head and I heard the Spirit say, "Pavlov's dogs."  

For those who may not know, Ivan Pavlov was a scientist who stumbled upon something with his dogs that you describe
, Matt ... Pavlov had food and dogs and he wanted to see when the built in reflex for salivating for food kicked in.  He wo
uld ring a bell, then show the dog the food and after so many times of practice, he found out that he could just ring the b
ell without producing any food and the dogs would salivate.  

But this is what happens when man depends upon himself instead of allowing the Holy Spirit to lead and being willing to 
follow.  

God bless,

Lisa

Re: TimmyJoe - posted by Lysa (), on: 2010/7/16 22:34

TimmyJoe,

You are right, the saying, "if you ain't talked in tongues this week you need to be in this altar!" is sad, very sad.  

I do know and believe that if there are not any men of God available to educate you, the Holy Ghost is ready, willing and
able to the educating!!  (huge grin)

Quote:
-------------------------To turn our attention from signs and wonders to being conformed to the image of Christ (inside and out).
-------------------------

I read this and was reminded that it was the LORD who confirmed the word the disciples preached with "signs following!!
"  It wasn't the disciples, it says that in two or three places explicitly, "the Lord confirmed" (my paraphrase!).  We are to o
bey and be conformed and maybe HE will confirm!!  (lol)

God bless you,
Lisa

Re:  - posted by bro_willy, on: 2010/7/20 17:54
very interesting article! It makes me think!

Re: , on: 2010/7/22 15:21
Re;   Speaking in tongues;  St. Paul says and I quote; "Do all speak with tongues?"  (1 Cor.12:30) Follwing the context o
n 1 Cor. Chapter 12, as each question is asked...the answer is NO!   One body. many members, and many gifts... not all
the same.  Each believer is "baptized" into the body of Christ by the Holy Ghost (John 1:33/Matt. 4:1,12)  By The Way, t
he baptism with fire is for those that are not baptized with the Spirit! Have no fear, the new birth allows entrance into Chri
st's Kingdom(Only one/Col/1:13) Your are translated into the kingdom!   It is the best "translation, it is immediate...like St
ar Trek...."Beam me up Scotty."  Just like that, not a process.   On the day of Pentecost (Acts 2:41-47) The Holy Ghost a
dded "daily such as should be saved." The Holy Spirit of God then seals you "unto the day of redemption." Ephesians 1:
30/4:30)  It is called "the operation of God" in Col. 2:11-14 and it is the circumcision made without hands and the baptis
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m is not Water Baptism...as it says in Eph.4:1-6 there is only "one baptism." If you can relate to it; The temple of God is y
our body, the baptism and the circumcision are spiritual and one of the many "evidences" of salvatiion is a love of His wo
rd, loving the Brethren, getting souls saved and #1 giving God the "glory"  (Bear much fruit/John 15:8) If you have you h
ave questions I will try to help.
 I struggled with my assurance of salvation til Romans 5:6 struck me; "Christ died for the ungodly." So if you understand 
me correctly, my question is twofold; Are you baptized in the spirit and are you washed in His Blood? (Rev.1:5)   Tracts
man      

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/7/26 17:35

Tractsman said,

Quote:
-------------------------By The Way, the baptism with fire is for those that are not baptized with the Spirit!
-------------------------

I'm not quite sure I understand what you mean by this statement. If  you could please explain i would appreciate it.

Re:  - posted by RainMan, on: 2010/7/29 13:03
The evidence for me would be fruits of the Spirit not the Gifts. Like many i grew up with the "Come to the front if you wan
t to receive the holy spirit with evidence of speaking in tongues" doctrine (Now i realise how strange that is).

But the question i would ask is why many nowadays who profess to have these fruits lack the gifts. I am not a cessation
alist and am yet to meet one you can scripturally prove to me the ministration of the holy spirit has ended.  Has the Holy 
Spirit stopped equipping the Church for ministry? What i struggle to understand is the absence of these best gifts from th
e corporate body. We have drawn a big imaginary line between gifts and fruits. Some of my former strange folk churche
s stand on the side of gifts others on fruits. But pauls exhortaion is and advocation of spiritual maturity (fruits) in the expr
ession of manifested gifts. The Holy Spirit may gives gifts to the church to empower us to spread the gospel and to help 
build ourselves up in Christ. The two go hand in hand and are both needed for fruitful ministry.

I man came up to me with his son a few years ago. I was in a real bad state spiritually at the time but was attending a pe
ntecostal church. He said to me "son i was just telling my boy you are christian arent you?" then he said "Just wanted yo
u to know that there was a calling on your life". The man was clearly operating prophetically but as the years unfolded yo
u have know idea how encouraging those words were. I would be in the darkest places in my life and wonder if God coul
d possibly love me (and you) so much that he would go out of his way to tell me so. As much as the devil condemned m
e i would always remember that random man that walked up to me from nowhere to say thus saith the lord. I dont know 
what denomination this guy was from but i know in our brief conversation its was him yeilding to his gifts that allowed hi
m to come up and speak to me with words that would change my life forever. He put himself on the spot with his son pre
sent to say thus saith the lord, he stepped out in faith and new it wasnt his imagination speaking to him. 

His gift brought edification to me. His words were seeds sown that helped shape me. 

Where the Spirit is there is power=dunamis. Power to change from our sinful nature and be transformed to the image of 
Christ(fruits) and Power to effectively witness to the world and to each other(gifts). so for me the evidence is both  becau
se if only one is present these days it points to demonically inspired charismania or human effort to be like Christ not po
wered by the Spirit (Should a Holy Ghost filled church have a higher divorce rate than the Buddhists. Does Buddha have
more practical instruction for a happy matrimony than Christ? Whats wrong who stole all our joy? We dont suffer as muc
h as the early church but they had more joy than us, why?)
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Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/7/30 17:38

Quote:
-------------------------But the question i would ask is why many nowadays who profess to have these fruits lack the gifts. 
-------------------------

That's a good question rainman! I believe a person has to desire to have spiritual gifts if God is going to give them to the
m (obviously not in all cases though). But He is a rewarder of them who diligently seek Him, and I believe so many don't 
seek spiritual gifts because they are afraid of what they have seen in so called "spirit-filled" churches (abuse of tongues, 
false prophecy, strange manifestations, etc...).  But I do believe we should desire and earnestly seek these gifts for minis
try today!

"Every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation (change)" (Jam
es. 1:17).

O that we would strive to see the fruits of the Holy Spirit in our life and earnestly seek these wonderful gifts that Christ ha
s provided for His church!

Re:  - posted by mguldner (), on: 2010/7/30 22:12
A good portion of the Spiritual Gifts are Spiritual Fruit :) We are to seek the greater gifts which is Faith, Hope and Love. 
Paul gives us a list of the Spiritual gifts and then at the end of the chapter says Desire the greater gifts and then he said 
I will show you the most excellent way  and then goes into a talk about the famous Love chapter of 1st Corinthians 13.  I 
believe Love is the greatest gift and we are to earnestly seek this gift as Christians.   Because if I can speak in the tongu
es of men and angels but don't have love what exactly is the point? or at least I think this is what Paul is getting at.  

My biggest thing is looking at my life and walk with the Lord and then looking at what Paul calls Love I am still in need of 
Grace to see this gift fully developed in my heart and being.   All other gifts are powerless and pointless without Love an
d are futile to seek after if Love isn't there.

Re: M - posted by RainMan, on: 2010/8/1 9:42
I would agree with you to an extent. Love and spiritual maturity are more important than gifts. We are told to follow in the
way of love or simply "Walk in the Spirit" but I would like to emphasize on the point paul was making by looking at his
exposition in his own words. There will be many people who read this post and think Â“okay I should love and forget the
restÂ” so I would like to go beyond the religious platitudes of the traditions of men and examine pauls own conclusions
and I am sure were wrong the Spirit himself will rectify so here goes.

In his letter to the Corinthians 1 Corinthians 12:7-12 Paul lists the different ministrations of the spirit

1 Corinthians 12:7-12 (New International Version)

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the 
Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by
 The same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, 
To another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues,
 and to still another the interpretation of tongues. 11All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, 
and he gives them to each one, just as he determines.
12 The body is a unit, though it is made up of many parts; 
and though all its parts are many, they form one body. So it is with Christ.

In Paul's exhortation in 1 Co 14  he focuses on prophesy as a gift to be desired and coveted.

Page 13/21



Scriptures and Doctrine :: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence

1 Co 14:1

"Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy."

that in a nutshell is Paul concluding chapters 12 and 13 with a practical exhortation for us to follow. Paul makes
emphasis on the gift of prophesy as the
kind of gift we should earnestly seek. If fact in his conclusion in Chapter 14 his focus is on tongues, interpretati
on, and prophesy not love and faith as gifts to be coveted. So I would disagree with you as love is not in the sa
me context of gifts paul mentions. 
Paul is correcting abuse of gifts that occurred because people werenÂ’t really walking in the spirit(love, peace, 
meekness) they had become focused more on the gifts than the giver. So he tells them to get back to walking in
the Spirit if they want to be zealous for spiritual gifts they should seek such gifts like prophesy . 
and as we can see in 1 co 14 he devotes his time to explaining why prophesy is much better for the church than
tongues if there is no interpretation of tongues and no order.

I agree to the extent that the gift(and promise) of the holy spirit is what enables us to love in the first place. And 
that this love is available to all truly converted believers. But put into context the gifts described in chapter 12 w
here gifts the Holy Spirit gave to whoever he pleased for the edification of the church. Love is not a gift the Holy
Spirit gives to whoever he pleases(charity is a gift but this is not the same context as the love of God we are all 
expected to have) its something made available to all who will yield by walking in the spirit. 

The power to love is present in all regenerated believers. Believers have the free will to walk in the spirit or walk
in the flesh as evidenced by what was happening in Corinth. 
So looking at the context of gifts that Paul was referring to we can see clearly that the gifts he was alluding to w
ere gifts that the recipient had no influence in obtaining (other than asking for them in the first place). ThatÂ’s w
hy love(the love of God not charity) would be out of context to what Paul was talking about as it would imply the
Spirit gives the gift of love to whom he pleases, but this is not the case. 

1 Co 14:1

"Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy."

"And now I will show you the most excellent way." 

He makes the arguments that the gifts of the spirit are temporal in a sense. As the Spirit is the earnest of our in
heritance we experience in part the kingdom of God now. 

1 Corinthians 13:12-13 (New International Version)

"12Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I sha
ll know fully, even as I am fully known.

 13And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love."

The gifts of the spirit will cease but love will endure eternally. In order to effectively manifest the ministrations o
f the spirit we must walk in the spirit. By walking in the spirit we begin to know God deeper and deeper and like 
Pauls says we are known of God(more important). Paul isnÂ’t saying forget the gifts of the spirit and love each 
other. In his own words he is saying in conclusion

1 Co 14:1

"Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy."
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Love is a higher way but most assuredly but gifts of ministration are required for effective ministration. We can 
demonstrate love to an unbeliever and they might be curious and come to church, they might even come to the 
front for a popeish declaration of being saved. But unless the spirit does a work of regeneration it is useless. Lo
ve may have got the body in the seat but without a Holy Spirit gift of teaching from the pulpit and around such a
person can this new believer have any root within himself?
-edited for clarity

Paul summarises and drives his point home

1 Corinthians 14:38-40 (King James Version)

 38 But if any man be ignorant, let him be ignorant.

 39 Wherefore, brethren, covet to prophesy, and forbid not to speak with tongues.

 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

Scripture interprets scripture and like was mentioned on another thread exposition is often done for us within t
he body of the word itself. I dont think paul meant in chapter 13 that we are to desire the gift of love because lov
e is a fruit that requires are yielding before it manifests in maturity. Chapter 13 isnt saving love is the gift you sh
ould seek because that contradicts his conclusion in 14 where he says to follow the way of charity AND to seek 
the best spiritual gifts and then he goes on to on in length in chapter 14 to talk about prophesy as the gift they s
hould be seeking. So while i would agree that walking in the spirit is ultimately more important than speaking in
tongues.  My conclusion is desire the giver of the gifts and walk in the spirit and the fruits will be evident but als
o desire and covet the best gifts for the edification of the body of christ. I have seen Penetecostals (formerly on
e myself) read 1 co 12 and stop in chapter 12 and form a doctrine of charismatic excess. The current church i a
m for years would stop in chapter 13 and say its all about love and that love is ultimately better than gifts. But i 
believe the Holy Spirit wants us to read on from 12 and 13 to 14 where paul is making his concluding exortation
s on the matter of spiritual gifts (phyoo-mat-ik-os')

ps: just a passing observation if the lord was to return this hour would he find a church filled with love and faith
fullness? If divorce is so high as it in the body can we honestly claim to actaully be walking in love?

Re:  - posted by bro_willy, on: 2010/8/5 18:04
timmy said,

Quote:
-------------------------O that we would strive to see the fruits of the Holy Spirit in our life and earnestly seek these wonderful gifts that Christ has provided 
for His church!
-------------------------

amen

lets walk in love and desire the gifts of the spirit
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Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/8/10 18:19

Quote:
-------------------------ps: just a passing observation if the lord was to return this hour would he find a church filled with love and faithfullness? If divorce is 
so high as it in the body can we honestly claim to actaully be walking in love?
-------------------------

Amen

May the Lord open our eyes to this great need in the church today! That the love of God would be shed abroad in our he
arts by the Holy Ghost and that they would know we're His disciples because we love one another.

It is so interesting all the verse's that tell us to love each other!

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. John 13:34

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another." John 13:35

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves. Rom.12:10

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfill
ed the law. Rom. 13:8

...serve one another in love. Galatians 5:13

Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. Ephesians 4:2

And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Hebrews 10:24

Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have sincere love for your brothers, love one ano
ther deeply, from the heart. 1Peter 1:22

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. 1
Peter 3:8

Greet one another with a kiss of love. Peace to all of you who are in Christ. 1Peter 5:14

This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 1John 3:11

And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and to love one another as he commanded us.
1John 3:23

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows G
od. 1John 4:7

Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 1John 4:11

I ask that we love one another. 2John 1:5

And I'm sure there are many many more! But it is astounding how much we are exhorted to LOVE, and yet how little we 
seem to really strive at doing it! May the Lord help us!

 "May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you." 1
Thessalonians 3:12
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Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by mkal, on: 2010/8/19 21:26
How very interesting are these responses to the post you have written. I too have listed in my notes such experiences of
people who have experience the Baptism in the Holy Spirit. However, I also have found for example, in the Wesleyan his
tory, many testimonies of people receiving the second blessing, entire sanctification, labeled as such any way. There are
also those who will say they experienced the baptism and then later had another experience of the cross, or a Romans 7
crises and so forth. I see also, how responses such as the one from scottish warrior (don't remember your name there) 
who refer to the sermon on the mount type of spiritual life - which indeed I completely agree with - and others who chime
in the same way, and yet do not seem to deny or accept sanctification experiences, baptism, tongues and so forth. I am 
saying all this to say, I believe God does all of these things, but I cannot say I can truly label them. I know things he has 
done for me, after spending decades in thinking there could be no such experiences. Anyway, how great it would be to c
ollaborate in writing some kind of newsletter dedicated to this new covenant life...abundant life Christ promised, without 
having doctrinal duals in the midst of it - which I am sure the enemy spends much time working on. I believe we are hea
ding in the last days and evil times....and that God is preparing us all for this time to come...perhaps this is why this web 
site exists? I must say, as it seems I must always qualify this, that I myself am not referring to super-christian categories 
or trying to lift one above others and so forth; that is not the point here. However, if God does indeed grant sanctifying ex
periences to his people, I believe we should desire to know more of His heart and Word on these things.

God Bless,
Mkal

Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2010/8/20 17:44
Thanks for the post Mkal. You said,

Quote:
-------------------------I also have found for example, in the Wesleyan history, many testimonies of people receiving the second blessing, entire sanctificati
on, labeled as such any way.
-------------------------

Yea, I've read some of those testimonies too, and alot of the Salvation Army and Holiness believers testify to such exper
iences. So it's hard to label everything (sanctification, baptism, filled, etc..) but like my pastor says, "A man with an exper
ience will outlast a man with an argument any day."

Quote:
-------------------------if God does indeed grant sanctifying experiences to his people, I believe we should desire to know more of His heart and Word on t
hese things.
-------------------------

Amen, amen, amen! Let us seek all that God offers us in His word, and not let the "strange experiences" of some who cl
aim to be "Spirit-filled" hinder us in this pursuit!

God is our Father, and He will not give us a serpent if we ask for a fish!

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2010/8/23 20:36
mkal wrote:  
Quote:
-------------------------I see also, how responses such as the one from scottish warrior (don't remember your name there) who refer to the sermon on the 
mount type of spiritual life - which indeed I completely agree with - and others who chime in the same way, and yet do not seem to deny or accept san
ctification experiences, baptism, tongues and so forth. I am saying all this to say, I believe God does all of these things, but I cannot say I can truly lab
el them. I know things he has done for me, after spending decades in thinking there could be no such experiences. 
-------------------------

It is interesting how we often try to categorize things and make lists of things that can be "checked off" as we accomplish
them.  Maybe these are the "labels" you are referring to?
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There are a few things I can see very clearly laid out in scripture.  To enter the kingdom of heaven we all must be born a
gain and it is a spiritual rebirth.  If we have been born again, there will be fruit in our lives as evidence of that rebirth.  Not
immediate perfection, but fruit.  The second is that Jesus sent to us the comforter (parakletos or the one who comes alo
ngside us), the Holy Spirit.  He desires to baptize us in the Holy Spirit separate from and subsequent to salvation as reve
aled throughout the book of Acts.  This baptism will also yield fruit in our lives.  Not perfection, but fruit.  We see in the b
ook of Acts that people who are baptized in the Holy Spirit have many different signs that often follow them.  Speaking in
tongues, praying in tongues, healings, words of knowledge, etc..  If we are looking for evidence, I am not sure we can bo
il it down to one thing or another, but to a life transformed before our very eyes by the power of God, to a life of power in 
God, of intimacy with God, of dependence on God, of holiness, and we could go on and on...  
I have seen God do mighty things through me and have stood back amazed and bewildered that He would use me in su
ch a way.  I have also seen God chastize me in such a way as to bring me to my knees in repentance as He works out o
f me my own self and into me His character and nature.  All evidences of the active working of the Holy Spirit in my life.  
Oh how I love Him.  Oh how I am thankful for His Holy Spirit sent to abide in me.  

Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by letsgetbusy (), on: 2010/8/27 20:07
Have not read previous posts...just responding to the original.

Timmy

Awesome! I received what I would call a baptism in the Holy Ghost a few years back. I want to again. I am sure I need it.
There were no tongues for me even though I was told I needed to pray for them. I don't know what tongues are, and it is 
not important to me (I have studied the subject, a great deal, though). I heard Duncan Campbell's testimony and studied 
up on the subject a pretty good bit.

I tried to convince others that you didn't have to have tongues, necessarily; and what I found is that it really did not matte
r. People need God; saved or unsaved. To me preaching about the baptism of the Spirit to believers is like preaching ab
out Christ to sinners. Some are attracted, some are offended. Like the gospel, what happens after someone hears is bet
ween them and God. When one receives this mighty experience of God, who am I to say what God will or won't do. Like 
a preacher I know said once: it doesn't matter if a man leaps 10 feet in the air during a church service and does 3 back fl
ips; watch where he goes when he hits the ground.

I can't really say a bunch because my prayer life and evangelism are so much less than they used to be. But when I thin
k about the baptism of the Holy Ghost, something wells up in me like a storm. I love to hear testimonies like what you ha
ve posted. Some other good ones are J. Edwin Orr and C L Culpepper. 

Re: The Baptism in the Holy Spirit:  The Evidence - posted by JHerndon (), on: 2010/9/9 17:10
 I am new to SI so I am not really sure if I am doing this right. However, this is a subject that I have wrestled with myself. 
I grew up in a Pentecostal church where tongues is said to be the evidence, but after reading scripture and testimonies o
f men I would esteem to be men of God, I began to question this. The only scripture that clearly states what will happen 
after the baptism is received is Acts 1:8 "But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you." Is this 
not the purpose of the baptism? To receive the power from God to do what we ourselves cannot do. I believe that you ar
e not baptized in the Holy Ghost because you speak in tongues but rather you speak in tongues because you are baptiz
ed in the Holy Ghost. All in all, just seek God! Cry out for greater manifestations of His Spirit. I believe it was in a book b
y A.W. Tozer that I read "no one has ever been baptized in the Holy Spirit and not known it." So shut yourself in with Go
d and don't get up believing in faith that God has done something, but rather dont get up until you know that God has do
ne something.
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Re:  - posted by vasilef (), on: 2010/10/25 6:48
http://wiki.biblebase.com/index.php?title=G_W_North_Writings

choose pdf files and download a file called "Initial Evidence; An Examination of the true evidence of baptism in the Spirit 
G.W.North"

Re: , on: 2010/10/25 9:57
MKAL writes.....

"I see also, how responses such as the one from scottish warrior (don't remember your name there) who refer to the ser
mon on the mount type of spiritual life - which indeed I completely agree with - and others who chime in the same way, a
nd yet do not seem to deny or accept sanctification experiences, baptism, tongues and so forth"

Hey brother, just saw your reply to this subject. In my own response to this subject, I deliberatly did not mentinon any of t
he sign gifts because in my opinion, if your not living the " sermon on the mount," teachings by Jesus, or moving in that 
direction by the process of sanctification, then, basicaly, " so what." Its kinda like 1Cor 13 where we are told that you can
have all these things, you can even give your body to be burned, but if you dont have love then what have you gained? I
ts the burning heart of Jesus beating at the center of who we are that even makes the sermon on the mount teachings a 
possiblity. If anyone wants to test themselves, it should be against this measure, the measure of the heart of Christ that 
we should test ourselves, not by the sign gifts. I write this as one who has the gift of tongues. I write this as one who has
had a " second experience." 

I personally see the Baptism in the Holy Spirit as a vital part of Christianity without which the life of Christ cannot be lived
out. Yet, the fruit of this Baptism will be the burning heart of Christ beating in believers and  seen in their sanctification. If
we are not becoming more like Jesus as we progress in our walk then we have to look criticaly at our walk and see wher
e we are. The questions for me would be " Is Jesus your grand obsession?" And , " Can you say , I have no King but Jes
us?" ........brother Frank

Re:  - posted by elected (), on: 2010/10/25 11:12

Quote:
-------------------------I personally see the Baptism in the Holy Spirit as a vital part of Christianity without which the life of Christ cannot be lived out. Yet, t
he fruit of this Baptism will be the burning heart of Christ beating in believers and seen in their sanctification. If we are not becoming more like Jesus a
s we progress in our walk then we have to look criticaly at our walk and see where we are. The questions for me would be " Is Jesus your grand obses
sion?" And , " Can you say , I have no King but Jesus?"
-------------------------

You are going to the core of the matter -- Christ --- and not just the exaltation of an experience or blessing which can be 
real and authentic but can be lost and we rely on feelings and not on the Word of God our Rock.

I think that the parable of the Vine is a good illustrtion of what it means to have a personal intimate relationship with Jesu
s Christ, our source of life and sanctification.

I just want to emphasize that after we are born again we receive the Holy Spirit who comes to indwell in us and to sanctif
y us as we keep an intimate relationship with Jesus.

It is the same Spirit that can empower us for service, it is the work of the Spirit to anoint us and give us power to witness.

Termes sometimes can confuse us, christians from different denominations describe the Holy Ghost power or baptism in
different terms and words but the result is the same: they are filled with Holy Ghost and have power for service and their 
life has been completely trasformed by Christ.

Paul prayed for the believers who were baptised wih the Holy Spirit that Christ may be formed in them. This is a process
to be more and more like Christ in our character and in takes time and a constant dying to self that Christ may live in us. 
There is nowhere in the letters of the apostles, any specific instructions about initial evidences of the Holy Ghost baptism
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. To be honest, even the theological term of the Baptism of the Holy Ghost after regeneration is not substantially support
ed in the New Testament. I dont mean its not possible, but im not sure it's theologically correct to use the term to refer to
a post conversion(born again) experience.

I have always been sure of one thing, that many godly men mightly used by God to bring many to Christ had a post conv
ersion experience of the infilling of the Holy Spirit that changed their lives for better.

"If you abide in Me and I abide in you, you shall bare much fruit".....the secret of a fruitful ministry.

The branch can do nothing without the Vine. Jesus in me,ruling as King at the center of my heart/soul.

No personal pentecost without the experience of the cross, no power without purity of heart. The person filled with the S
pirit is he who has died to self to live for Christ. We have to much talk about the power of the Holy Spirit but very little ab
out the message of the cross and purity of heart and life. The two are indispensable but unfortunatly there is no balance 
between the cross and pentecost, or purity and power.

Blessings,
Redi

Re: , on: 2010/10/25 12:16
But the question is not "What is the sign that one has received the Holy Spirit", rather, "What is the sign that one has rec
eived the Holy Spirit".

lol, that sounds weird I know, but it isn't. It really is just that. The question is not what is the 'long term' results of one bein
g filled with the Holy Ghost, but what is the immediate reaction that follow after one has JUST received the Spirit?

This is the question I believe the original threader intended.

In the long term, yes indeed, it's love, fruit, holiness, good works etc.. And these are the more weightier virtues than any 
gift, but lets not negate the gifts, or then we will be an unbalanced body.

Re:  - posted by davidc (), on: 2010/10/25 20:04
Snufalagapus (can I call you Snuf?) asks
"but what is the immediate reaction that follow after one has JUST received the Spirit?"

Can I  testify what my initial experience was. I received faith from God. I discovered faith within me, and found that I coul
d believe God, that I did believe Him. 
Before that, I was trying so hard to be a christian. Trying to be like the other christians in the church, who had something
wonderful. I worshipped like them, I sang like them, I prophesied and preached in the church, and God had given me the
gift of tongues. 
But I did not know God or Jesus Christ personally, and without anyone in the church knowing, I was living in terrible sin. 
God separated me from the church and my family and brought me to France where there are no christians for hundreds 
of miles around that I know of. Then He started drawing me to himself, showed me the awefulness of my sin in His sight,
showed me Jesus, His son, the only one acceptable to Him. I said Yes to Him, and I found mysef in Christ. Faith had co
me, I was a child of God.

"But before faith came, we were kept under the law, shut up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed.  Wheref
ore the law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ, that we might be justified by faith.  But after that faith is come, 
we are no longer under a schoolmaster.  For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you 
as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ"  Gal 3:23-27 

David
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Re:  - posted by TimmyJoe, on: 2011/2/3 11:09
Does anyone know evan robert's testimony?

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/2/3 13:52
How could anyone know that the Spirit of Christ has been born again in them?  We cannot see it, we don't feel it, it is wh
at happened at Pentecost but no one knew it.  That is why Paul was chosen by God to bring this mystery to light.  John s
aid it plainly, He who comes will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.  If We have Christ in us, He has baptized us into the Ho
ly Spirit.  Salvation by Christ in you the Hope of Glory sent by the Incorruptable Seed of the Father.  Now that we have th
e Spirit of Christ in us, and He has baptized us into the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit can do the work Christ sent Him to do. 
The Holy Spirit will convict us of sin, show us the Christ in us, show us the Father by the Christ in us and begin the proce
ss of sanctification and Justification by wisdom and redemption.

John 14, 15,16, 17 all tell us what the Holy Spirit as Another Comforter will accomplish in our lives.  Our primary Comfort
er is Christ in us the Hope of Glory, the Power to know this truth comes from the "Another Comforter".

How it is manifested or comes forth in the believer is not the litmus for receiving our salvation which has all these attribut
es in it, but by Faith we believe it and that Faith is the true manifestation and the only true test that cannot be counterfeit
ed of receiving the wonderful gifts of the Spirit of Christ birthed in us and the Holy Spirit now Baptized in us and not just 
with us.

This is that Faith which has come;  Galatians 2:16  Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the
faith of Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by t
he works of the law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh be justified.

1 Corinthians 12:12-14  For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being 
many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentil
es, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but m
any.

In Christ: Phillip
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