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Pop star's parents chart Christian life
Evangelists stress love, but note discomfort with Katy Perry's lyrics

By Colette M. Jenkins 
Beacon Journal religion writer 

Published on Friday, Sep 03, 2010

The Rev. Keith (right) and Mary Hudson (left), parents of rock sensation Katy Perry (center) will be speaking this
weekend at Legacy Church in Springfield Township.
View more photos>>
The Rev. Keith Hudson may not always agree with his children's choices in life, but he finds peace in knowing that they
are covered in prayer.

''We have a daughter who is known worldwide and there are times when we'd rather her not have some of those lyrics
that she sings, but what do you do? Â— you pray and pray and keep a good attitude and love her,'' said Hudson, who
travels the world with his wife, Mary, to evangelize.

The Hudsons, who are the parents of international rock star Katy Perry, will speak at 6 p.m. Saturday and 9 a.m. and 11
a.m. Sunday at Legacy Church, 2445 S. Arlington Road in Springfield Township. The California couple is devoted to
offering help and support to teens and parents for building stronger relationships through Keith Hudson Ministries.

 

''What we try to do is share what the Lord has revealed to us through scripture and prayer and spread the love of Christ
and motivate the church ,'' said Hudson, a minister for 38 years. ''We simply minister the Gospel and try to help mend th
e brokenness of families. Life is tough as it is. If we can help families build loving relationships, it makes things easier.''

Hudson declares that he and his wife have unconditional love for their three children, Angela, 27; Katy, 25; and David, 2
2. He admits that having one of them in the international spotlight isn't always easy Â— for them or for her.

''The Hudsons will be able to share with young people that the rock-star life is not as glamorous as they may think. It has
its downside, but life with Jesus is full of advantages,'' said the Rev. Todd Hearnsberger, senior pastor at Legacy Church
. ''As parents, the Hudsons will have a heart-to-heart conversation about how no matter what decisions your children ma
ke, you must continue to love them and pray for them.''

The couple's middle child, Katy, has drawn controversy over some of her racy lyrics. The singer-songwriter and musician
grew up listening only to gospel music and singing in the church choir. Her first album, a self-titled gospel production, wa
s released in 2001.

Six years later, she adopted the stage name Katy Perry and released her first Internet single, Ur So Gay. Her rise to fam
e came in 2008 with the release of her second single, I Kissed a Girl, which topped international charts. Her first pop alb
um, One of the Boys, followed later that year and become the 33rd best-selling album of 2008 worldwide. I Kissed a Girl 
and another single, Hot 'n' Cold, both went platinum. Her newest release, Teenage Dream, debuted this week in the No. 
1 spot on the Billboard 200 albums chart, and its single California Gurls has been a huge summer hit.

''She has a great deal of notoriety, but she's still our daughter,'' Hudson said. ''We have a great relationship with her, we 
love her and pray for her and want the best for her.''

The Rev. Daren Hearnsberger, who serves as executive pastor at Legacy with his brother, is hopeful that the singer's na
me will pique the interest of youth and draw them to the church this weekend.
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''I expect the Hudsons to inspire our youth with the message that the family unit does not have to be shaken by disagree
ments or differences of opinion. It will be very clear that even though the Hudsons may not agree with everything that th
eir daughter sings in her songs, they still love her. That will give hope to others that no matter how bad it gets, parents st
ill love their children,'' Daren Hearnsberger said. ''The overall message here is that we may stray, but God still loves us. 
No matter how terrible our lives get, we can never outrun the love of God.''

Hudson, too, is hopeful that he and his wife will be able to draw the parallel between their love for their daughter and Go
d's love for his children.

''Sometimes when you bring children up in a good environment, they want to try something different. We might not alway
s agree with what they're doing, but they're still our children,'' Hudson said. ''We just want to encourage people to contin
ue to love their children, keep the doors open and keep speaking into their lives because if you don't, someone else will.'
'

http://www.ohio.com/news/first/102130964.html

Re: Pop star's parents chart Christian life - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/9/4 9:37

Quote:
-------------------------''We just want to encourage people to continue to love their children, keep the doors open and keep speaking into their lives becaus
e if you don't, someone else will.''
-------------------------

Paragraph is incomplete. Should include somewhere: "There are many voices out there competing for their attention. Th
eir capacity to listen to many voices simultaneously should never be underestimated. Failure to do so will result in much 
grief."

As a parent I am sure these parents grieve much...

ginnyrose

Re:  - posted by StarofG0D (), on: 2010/9/4 9:50
ya, but on one hand they seem a bit too accepting of their child's behaviour ...

Re:  - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2010/9/4 19:13

Quote:
-------------------------ya, but on one hand they seem a bit too accepting of their child's behaviour ...
-------------------------

This, unfortunately is too often the case.

Among the greatest tragedies one finds among parents with prodigal children are that they capitulate to their children's d
emands to loosen up in their Biblical convictions. The children strain at what they consider undue restrains imposed upo
n them by strict parents. Once they move away from home and live like they want, they come back and with excellent re
asoning skills will convince mom and dad to loosen up. Unfortunately, they succeed too many times. 

This is a problem that stalks parents of prodigals. Too many parents will surrender their convictions, using some sort of t
wisted,logical thinking, convincing that perhaps they were wrong AND that surely God would not damm my child to an et
ernal hell. 

Such is the pressure parents of prodigals have to deal with. Some succumb and others stand firm, knowing God is no re
spector of persons.

ginnyrose
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