
News and Current Events :: Tony Blair Takes on the World 

Tony Blair Takes on the World  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2010/9/8 8:59

To summarize: I profoundly disagree with the statist, so-called Keynesian response to the economic crisis; I believe we s
hould be projecting strength and determination abroad, not weakness or uncertainty; I think now is the moment for more 
government reform, not less; and I am convinced we have a huge opportunity for engagement with the new emerging an
d emerged powers in the world, particularly China, if we approach that task with confidence, not fear.

The problem is this: Defeating the visible and terrifying manifestations of religious extremism is not enough. Indeed I wo
uld go further: This extremism won't be defeated simply by focusing on the extremists alone. It is the narrative that has t
o be assailed. It has to be avowed, acknowledged; then taken on, inside and outside Islam. It should not be respected. It
should be confronted, disagreed with, argued against on grounds of politics, security and religion.

It is said: New powers are emerging, therefore we should seek deeper relationships with them and there is less need for 
the old relationship. Yet it is precisely because the relative power of Europe and America is changing as new powers co
me on the stage that it is sensible for the two to combine. Just as the European Union is necessary to increase the powe
r of the individual nations, so the U.S. and the European Union should work together.
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"inside and outside Islam."

Bait and switch.  Any thoughts on  what this really means?  
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