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General Topics ::

- posted by allensmith (), on: 2011/1/5 8:14

Re: A sheep in wolf's clothing. - posted by mguldner (), on: 2011/1/5 8:41

Well this fact puzzles many actually :) | think the real issue here isn't Sheep wearing wolves clothing but mistaken identit
y, or a wolf thinking he/she is a sheep. Many have false profession because they are lead to believe if they can say som
ething or agree with a doctrine then they are born again believers. This has happened largely in the United States. Hal
f-gospel being half-heartily responded to. Or to put it in a more biblical sense Matthew 15:8 A“A'These people honor m

e with their lips, but their hearts are far from me."

the real issue - posted by knitefall, on: 2011/1/5 8:54

Yeah, seriously! In baton rouge, | have hardly "hit the streets” like | did daily in the UK and even somewhat on base in Ar
. Now, if | were self religious I'd have to say | were a back slider! But God knows. Most everyone around here needs so
mething different than, "Have you ever told a lie?" or "have you ever stole something..." ugh... They need to be told the L
ove and Radically Free Grace of God Most High. That is what people pay attention to these days. That can be done any
where. In the stores, to waiters, barbers, friends, family, OTHER CHRISTIANS... etc.

Free Grace is what allows people the room to freely walk out from sin. Putting the pressure of condemnation will only ge
nerate a works mentality to "cover up" their bad deeds. It was never about deeds of good or bad. It's about a perfect Sav
ior who willingly gave a perfect Righteousness. It pleases Him to give Good things to those who do not deserve them (si
nners). He specializes in that thing you know?

Re: A sheep in wolf's clothing., on: 2011/1/5 9:30

Hi Allen, welcome to the American problem :( Your numbers are almost right on. Its in the middle 80% of this country tha
t claim to be Christians. This is something Paul Washer addressed when he spoke to the Baptist youth convention sever
al years ago. Also, people like Ravenhill believed, | believe, that the actual percentage of people who are Christians in A
merica was in the single digits.

In Britain, it is much less complicated. You ask the majority of people there if they are Christians and they will say no. Le
ss than 3% of people even go to church in Britain. In Scotland and Ireland and Wales, less that one quarter of one perce
nt of the people are born again Christians. | would not call these people in America " wolves," | would simply call them fal
se professors. This situation creates a different set of problems in America as how to reach the majority who believe the

mselves to already be in the faith.............. brother Frank

Re: , on: 2011/1/5 10:06

That's so true. | live in the UK, although | am not British. | have found 3 Christians at work so far and believe there are m
ore, because we are an international bunch. All of these girls are asian and they have all said they were really surprised
when they came here how few believed in God.

Re: - posted by Madefree (), on: 2011/1/5 10:39

Amen, this is a great problem everywhere. | live in the "Bible belt" (so they say, I'm not sure | believe them) and as | talk

to people and try to deal with them about repentance and faith toward God they usually say something like: "Yeah, I've d
one that before." And you know they know nothing of the new birth. | go to church and see people walk the aisle, make a
profession and disappear. You may see them in town once and awhile but you could never pick them out from the rest o
f the crowd, they go right back into their sin and show no love toward God.

Granted, this is not always the case, but it happens more often than not. Jesus did say "Strait is the gate and narrow is t
he way, and few there be that find it."

| think the only way to understand this problem is to study the Parable of the Sower in Matthew 13 (parallel in Luke 8).
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Ultimately, we would have fewer false converts if the glorious Gospel of God was preached and not the cheap imitation t
hat is offered today. It has always been that way historically, and continues to be that way.

Thank you for addressing this in this topic.

Re: A sheep in wolf's clothing. - posted by Lysa (), on: 2011/1/5 15:13
Allen,

Here is an excellent sermon on wolves by Carter Conlon. The sermon is aptly titled, A“Wolves.A”
https://lwww.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid=2158&commentView=itemComments

Now, about those 90% being yvolves.... [do not believe they are all wolves; | believe the error Iigs in the teaching they re
ceived upon getting A“saved;A” saying A“ONEA” prayer when they were however old that theyA’'ll always be saved now
and that theyA'll never have to worry about their soul again.

You understand too how hard it is to reach those that obviously need Jesus but yet they have all of Him and have no ne
ed saying a prayer again.

| have a really huge issue with A‘once saved always savedA’ because those who teach that stuff DONA'T REAP WHAT
THEY ARE SOWING; and at the local jail, | am. | minister at the county womenA's jail and before | pray with the ladies,
| used to ask if they were saved (I donA't even bother anymore) because yes, 95% of them believes adamantly that she
is saved and received everything she had need of in that A“oneA” prayer. ItA’s the biggest, hugest heresy in the church
today.

People are not going to quit teachiAng [[ so | donA't know what theAanswer is. IA’m praying for one though. The Lord did
give me one thing to tell the girls, A“ItA’s a lifestyle of repentance.A” That is what | share with them.

God bless you,
Lisa

Disclaimer: These thoughts and opinions are my own, and not that of sermonindex.

Re: Sadly It is Goats in Sheeps Clothing we are talking about - posted by lylewise, on: 2011/1/5 15:15

One will not go far on this website before they listen to arhived sermons that speak of a time considered much less apo
state than ours and hear the shocking percentages given by those pastors who speak low into the single digits of those
who attend church yet are not truly born again. Decision without conversion if you will.

This obvioulsy, if we have been placed by God in this place and at this time as we have, is to be our mission field. We ar
e to discern the times and address others when we are called to give an answer for the hope that He has placed within u
s. Only those with a true born again testimony will speak to such a deceived and hardened religious people. It may be th
e most difficult work to be done when it comes to the evangelism of this type of people. It will require considerable streng
th, prayer, and faith as they can be very wounding if you are not in the Spirit and you are working even slightly out of the
flesh.
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Re: , on: 2011/1/5 17:23

HI Lysa, you obviously see that even in jails we have a super high percentage of people believing themselves to be save
d and yet there has been no change in their lives. | guess the bottom line is , do we believe what people say or do we be
lieve what the Word says? If we are new creatures in Christ, if we can read 1st John, if we can believe it when the Script
ures say 1Co 6:9 Do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neith
er fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor abusers, nor homosexuals,

1Co 6:10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. Then
we know.

How did this illusion ever take hold in the first place? How can it be that such a vast majority of people are blinded? And,
as the other brother said, this is the day and the age that we have been called to. It has to be addressed and when it is it
can get ugly. Again | think about Paul Washer and his address to the teen convention on this very subject. Its not for the
feint of heart. When you question the state of an indivdual, a church, a nation, then fireworks are sure to follow. The ene
my that has lulled people into such a delusion, does not sit idly by and see his work undone. God bless you in your minis
try in the jail........... brother Frank

Disclaimer: These thoughts and opinions are my own, and not that of sermonindex........ ditto

Re: A sheep in wolf's clothing. - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/1/6 6:37
Allen,

| worked at a CPC for 15 years, right in the heart of the Bible Belt, USA. Most of our clients were singles who came in for
a free pregnancy test.

In our interview we asked them whether they are Christians. Rarely did any one say 'no'. They knew they were living a lif
estyle of sin and some would freely admit that if they died at the moment they would go to hell. Others believed that God
would grant them special favors and overlook their sin. A lot of them went to church. | asked them why they went. They

always thought a while before answering and the reply always was they went because of the music. The music that was
played is the modern Contemporary Christian music. They loved it but it did not evoke a repentant spirit.

Yes, there are wolves in the churches. Too many are sweeping sin under the carpet. If you want to really know how bad
it is, just go to a Crises Pregnancy Center and do some volunteer counseling....while my post is general, implicating the
person in the pew, | said nothing about those in leadership, did 1?

Sad. Tragic.

ginnyrose

Re: - posted by JoanM, on: 2011/1/6 12:55
Knitefall and Madefree: Oh that the Bible Belt would gird up its loins with Truth.

BELIEVERS THAT ARE OF THEIR FATHER THE DEVIL:

John 8, particularly 8:28-59, is very helpful to me in understanding the difficulty in A“the churchA”/mixed multitude
today. There were Jews that believed in him as he spoke( 8:30), and here it is the very words of the cross that he spoke.

And to THESE believers he said, A“Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, ar
e ye my disciples indeed; A” By verse 59 A“Then took they up stones to cast at him:A” It seems to me that the same obs
tacles, laid out in verses 32-58 exist today.

For balance | remember: John 16:8 And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of
judgment:; and | remember the difference between condemnation and conviction. Just as it is possible for the gospel not
to be preached, and not to be heard with A“Have you ever told a lie.A”, it is possible for the gospel not to be preached/h
eard with A“They need to be told the Love and Radically Free Grace of God Most High. That is what people pay attentio
n to these days.A”

| have added the truth in what Yorri Richards once said: A“lt is not that | have accepted Jesus as my Savior but that God
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has accepted Jesus as my Savior.A” to the truth that A“regeneration does not occur through decision-making.A”

| appreciate reading this thread. Good things to think and pray on.

- posted by allensmith (), on: 2011/1/6 13:13

Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2011/1/6 13:17

There are a lot of folks that do believe in Jesus Christ, and still living in sin. | know a lot of self righteous so called Christi

ans, that if your not where they are in their walk, you have no hope, maybe a sheep in wolves clothing. We all are at diff

erent place in our walk, | would even say, there are probably a lot of folks living in sin, that want to change so bad it hurt

s, but it takes them a little longer, than maybe it did others, to come totally to Christ. | am so glad, Christ see's our hearts
, unlike man, who only see's the surface, and is so ready to condemn. You know, | fell out of fellowship with Christ many,
many times, before | finally gave in totally, most of us did the same, some remember, some forget. You said the ones th

at, smell like the world, act like the world, love the things the world loves, love the things God hates, think like the world, |
ive like the world - but bless God, they confess to be Christian? Well | did the same thing, and you know what finally bro
ught me around? | did keep confessing | was a Christian, and my confession is, what finally brought me to Christ. If | wo

uld have lived in the world and never make that confession, | really doubt | would were | am today. Remember, it takes a
Il kinds, all ways, to get to Christ and stay there, and | think Paul and David would agree with me. God loves us all, and h
e knows we all have our own personal struggles, but he keeps working on us and loving us, and not condemning us bec
ause of where were at in our walk, now if we could only get man to act like Christ.

Re: , on: 2011/1/6 17:50

| believe Lisa hit it. Having lived for 10 yrs in the belt buckle of the bible belt, my first surprise on my arrival there was th
at almost "Everybody was saved" - but there was little or no difference between them and the rest. | also blame the OS
AS teaching that most have received.

| see it even here and now - folks calling themselves Christians and yet No Change? - Still in dangerous sin after almost
30 yrs of exposer to Good Teaching on this site & elsewhere. What?

How can that help a struggling Saint that hasn't been in the ‘church' anywhere's near that long, to have hope for their ow
n struggles of just being young in Christ?

Nonsense!

| am so weary of hearing people 'blame GOD' for their lack of following Him and their lack of LOVING HIM - that has act
ually been the problem. Or not taking His Word Literally!

These past two weeks or so of reading such nonsense as "GOD has to do something" has taken all I've had for self-cont
rol to not post every verse mentioning OUR RESPONSIBILITY ... starting with - "LOVE the LORD your GOD with all of y
our heart, mind, soul and strength and love others as yourself, thus fulfilling all the Law and the prophets."”

If anyone says that "they've tried that and it didn't work" -------- | call that one a liar against GOD and His WORD and His
people and a "wolf", who will cause weaker/younger babes in Christ to Fall or to never see victory and that's what Satan
will use these "GOD Accusers" for.

Heb 12:15 Looking diligently lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you,
and thereby many be defiled

Job 1:22 In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.

Pro 30:32 If thou hast done foolishly in lifting up thyself, or if thou hast thought evil, lay thine hand upon thy mouth.

If you can't be a witness to younger Christians - speaking faith to them from a place of victory - keep your mouth shut an
d go seek help first.

Sorry to be so sharp, but I've watched these non-victorious dullards & misfits take droves of Babes down with them.
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Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2011/1/6 21:12

Yea, there is a lot of folks that see the person on the street corner, that thinks he is ripping people off,and don't want to s
top and help. | hope | never get to the point in my life to where, | condemn, or try to figure folks out, | hope | just continue
to Love them and try my best to help them regardless, as God does. | know this is going to come as a shock to some, bu
t some folks, they are literally lost, even some Christians. | guess Jesus would just walk by them and say, | am sick and t
ired of you, claiming to be a follower of mine, | give up on you, you have had long enough to get it together. See Jesus h
as no time lines, or three strikes and your out, only that we come, and thank God he "never" gives up on us, or develops
an attitude, he just continues to Love us and help us, in our struggles, until we finally come completely to him. Time lines
are man made, the only time line Jesus has, is that we come as long as we have breath, and thank God, because there i
s some that might take that long. Just because folks confess they are Christians, don't mean their not, some are still wor
k in progress, yes even after 30 years.

Re: , on: 2011/1/6 21:46
| think you missed what | said about "GOD Accusers".

When a male or female comes on here with a Sincere struggle, I'll stand by them and have twice just yesterday and the
day before... BUT - | have also seen those who's posts are blaming GOD and saying all manner of things Against GOD.
You did not do that. You ended your post with a "confession" of faith.

There are Defilers entering the Church. They are accusing GOD and now accusing the brethren.
They are saying that Victory is NOT POSSIBLE.

Defilers WILL and always have come into the Church and Jude speaks of them very much as did Paul & Peter & Jesus.

They speak against GOD - they accuse the brethren with a broad brush - they cause the weak to stumble - and they defi
le the struggling.

It doesn't take a lot of discernment to tell the difference between a sincerely struggling person and what the Word descri
bes in Jude (just for one) the whole chpt, ie, 1:16 "These are murmurers, complainers, walking after their own lusts; and
their mouth speaketh great swelling words, having men's persons in admiration because of advantage.” Or what Paul de
scribes in 2 Tim 3 and for the sake of the young in Christ - | think it's about time that we got our Fatherly/Brotherly Love
discernment going to protect them.

| don't believe that a person should be allowed to "blame GOD" - because all | see when that is done is what Jesus went
through that day that He was tortured and horribly murdered.

We need to preach victory Brother BillPro and not constant weakness or else - who is being helped?

Even victory over 'temptation’ is there for those who desire the "fulness of GOD".

Again - if a person is truly struggling - indeed, let us give him/her the Bread of Life = Jesus & His Word, but at the same t
ime - let's realize that Jesus and His Apostles wrote about those who would enter in to defile and that hurts the sincerely
struggling, with their words of accusation against GOD and Godly Christians - making the victory that Christ obtained for

us seem unattainable.

2Pe 2:2 And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of.

Mat 6:13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glor
y, for ever. Amen.
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1Jn 5:18 We know that whosoever is born of God sinneth not; but he that is begotten of God "keepeth himself" ...

hat wicked one toucheth him not."
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