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Memoir of an Apostate - posted by fearapostasy, on: 2011/2/5 5:19
The history is pretty simple - I was a Christian, a devoted one who walked with the Holy Spirit (and you can't convince m
e otherwise) who, during college, left the faith.

I was an agnostic for 7 years, and I HATED the church and spoke innumerable heresies and insults toward Christ and Hi
s people.

Through the direction of a friend, I came back.  Or atleast, I did what I could.  Jesus is precious to me, and I mourn over 
who I was and what I had done, wishing it away like it were a dream.

But, like plenty of others, I just can't seem to get past Hebrews 6, regardless of how much I try and wish for freedom in C
hrist.

Hebrews says that what will remain for people like me is nothing but a fear of impending judgement. Ain't that the truth.

And when you're in my position, you're really kind of left with two choices.

1.  Live like the devil, because it doesn't matter what you do, you're going to be justly burned.

Or...

2.  Get it in your head that you're going to try to win yourself salvation by telling others about Jesus and directing them th
ere.  Logically, you understand that you can't win salvation by works, but you figure you've got nothing to lose, so you mi
ght as well try.  (Interestingly enough, Hebrews 6:10 becomes your hope... people can't live without any hope).

So that's where I am.  Do I think I'm saved?  Nope.  Nothing I can really do at this point - as Hebrews said, I cannot be r
enewed.  Do I love Jesus?  Yes.

So let's see if I can't get someone else to, someone who has a chance, yeah?

The only way out I can see, logically speaking, is if I've been saved all along.  That the years I spent shaming Christ and 
willfully rebelling, I still somehow belonged to Him.  And wouldn't that be a thought!

But it doesn't hold with Hebrews 6.  It just doesn't.

Not sure why I'm here.  Helps to write out and organize my thoughts.

But to all of you:  NEVER walk away.  Never deny Him.  I can tell you, there's nothing for you out there...

That is, except a fearful expectation of judgement.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate, on: 2011/2/5 6:31
Hello,

I know of another man with a similar struggle with the Hebrews 6 passage.  I don't see it in God's character though to ref
use someone who is really tired of sin and is ready to let Jesus be Lord.  Isn't it such people that Jesus invites to come t
o him?  "Come unto me, ALL ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.  Take my yoke upon you, and l
earn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls.  For my yoke is easy, and my burden
is light." (Matthew 11:28-30)

We also see by 1 Timothy 2:4 that God "will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth."  So
there is still hope for you.
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Hebrews 6 is a hard passage to understand, but I really believe that the main point of Hebrews 6:6 is that it's impossible 
to repent while crucifying Christ and putting him to an open shame, which by 6:7-8 is shown by not responding to the rai
n (the word of God in the Holy Spirit- think of the parable of the seed and the sower in Matthew 13).  In other words, if yo
u refuse to respond in faith by obeying the word of God you are crucifying the Son of God afresh, and as long as you do 
that it's impossible to repent, for true repentance is by submitting to the Son of God, who is the word of God.  True repen
tance in the New Covenant is always in submitting to Jesus as Lord to be his disciple (Matthew 12:49-50).  The Holy Spi
rit is thus given to all them that obey him (Acts 5:32).  That all lines up with the context of Hebrews 6 (and really the entir
e Book of Hebrews) of the need to press on to perfection (6:1) by continuing to respond in faith to the word of Christ as h
is disciple and coming to him as our High Priest for his grace to keep us as we come to him.  

With that said, if you were to come on here and ask if there was a way for you to repent and be saved without continuing
to follow Jesus on the narrow way, striving against your flesh, the world, and the devil- the answer according to Hebrews
6 would be NO, though I fear you might get a few yesses even then.  There is no salvation outside the conditions of disci
pleship in the New Covenant (Matthew 7:24-27, Luke 14:25-33 show that too).  However, according to Matthew 11:28-3
0 if you're convinced of your need to give God glory, be saved from sin, and walk the narrow way with Jesus, then you C
AN STILL come to Jesus and be saved.  

Don't use Hebrews 6:10 to try to win your salvation now.  It is just simply saying that God is a rewarder of those who dilig
ently seek Him by faith (Hebrews 11:6 exactly).  I would not trust in any salvation experience in the past nor exclude the 
possibility that you were saved in the past.  Neither is the main issue, and that is what the Hebrews writer is saying.  The
issue is that you submit to Jesus and call on him now and continue to until the end (Matthew 24:13).  Remember that the
Holy Spirit is given to those who obey Jesus and that the Spirit witnesses to those he lives in and leads that they are Go
d's children (Romans 8:16).  Seek Christ until you get that witness and continue to follow him by faith so you are given th
at witness continually.  

Re: , on: 2011/2/5 6:58
I really feel for you.

Growing one has given good advice.

You can't earn your way back. Follow after Jesus, dont let others judge your salvation, just repent and follow after Jesus.

If you do this I don't know about anyone else, but I will consider you a brother

Re:  - posted by jimp, on: 2011/2/5 7:22
hi,i want you to consider a different slant to your problem.i want you to take a long time in the study of the blood covenan
t and all that it means and all that the bible teaches about it. i want you to focus on david asking if there was any in the h
ouse of saul around that he might honor the covenant he made with jonathan. jonathan had a son named mephibosheth 
who feared and hated david for he was hiding in the wilderness to avoid any contact with david:for he was told that david
had usurpt his throne and was rushed out of the palace and dropped and crippled in the process as a child to avoid bein
g killed by david. he was brought to david and david gave him honor and his inheritence instead.Jesus cut a covenant fo
r God and man(you)for you... He took the wrath of the father on His self for all of your sins.He also is the enforcer of this 
covenant forever making intercession for you and promised that you would in no wise be cast out and that He would nev
er leave you or forsake you. even if you like mephebosheth grew to hate Him and fear Him for all the wrong reasons.His 
mercies are new every morning and you have very little to do with your birthing;old and new.jimp

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/5 9:44
At the onset let me tell you I agree with growingone. Now having that behind me I want to ask you a question.

Is there a possibility that you are engaging in another sin, perhaps secretly or overtly, that you are unwilling to repent fro
m, leave? Sounds to me as though this is the thing that is keeping you from experiencing forgiveness but the devil has y
ou convinced it is something else, like apostasy. 

Think about it. Also take note of the quote by Ravi Zacharias on the bottom of my post.
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Re: Memoir of an Apostate....Bunyan, on: 2011/2/5 12:06
When I look at the apostate and the backslider I see a primary difference. When you are apostate, your conscious goes
with it. You no longer have a conscious that would convict you of good and evil. It is seared as with a white hot iron.

A backslider, however, still , somewhere, no matter how deeply hidden, has this conscious that says Jesus is Lord.

"Jesus is precious to me, and I mourn over who I was and what I had done, wishing it away like it were a
dream."...fearapostasy

This statement is an impossibility for the apostate one.

Please take the time to purchase and read John Bunyan's auto-biography.."Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners."

Bunyan did what you did...almost to the T....and came back with very similar ideas that you have about yourself.He
ended up being an honored slave of his master overwhelmed with His mercies....until the day of his death.I believe this
for you, keep fighting..

You will realize that God is very good, and be at peace.

Re:  - posted by lylewise, on: 2011/2/5 12:07
I too deeply respect the truths  and wisdom I have heard from growingone and ginnyrose. I would however have no rese
rvation in questioning that which you are so sure of. You say you were saved as a teenager. So was I. I had a love for th
e Lord, the lost, His word, bible studies, bus ministry, Sundays and Wednesday night fellowships, defense of the faith, pr
ayer, and a list of other things that accompanied my life. It. would be 33 years later having been in the church raising my
family, teaching High School Youth, and sitting  amongst the better minds in my church that God would show me His Me
rcy and Grace. I was saved one night when least expecting it. 

I, like you was sure of my salvation, until God showed me  who He was and who I was.  I did not need to know what  Jes
us did for me because that I already knew. What I did not know was who God was and in light of that being revealed, wh
o I was ( this bringing about true repentance and not the kind of a wounded conscience that virtualy every person on this
planet has save the mentally incapable). Once I knew who God was and what I was the blood of the spotless lamb of Go
d could be applied.

 No one in our church would have ever questioned my salvation. It was only after God saved me that men questioned no
t my prior salvation but my sanity. If you listen to men on this web site who have given their lives in service to God then y
ou will hear a common concern amongst them. In an age that will go down as the age of the cheap gospel ( not too far fr
om the Nights of the crusades riding into the water for baptismal salvation) we must understand what will be the problem
s and grave results of it's offering.

I was the Lord of my life while professing Christ all those years. There were areas of sin that I was not willing to let go of.
So is scripture true when it says that one cannot serve two masters? For that which the rich young ruler would not give u
p is the very thing that makes him master over his vapor like life. That in extreme contrast to being a slave to Christ wher
e nothing is worth holding onto.
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Re:  - posted by enduretoend, on: 2011/2/5 12:23
"Jesus is precious to me, and I mourn over who I was and what I had done, wishing it away like it were a dream."...feara
postasy

Joh 6:44  No man can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last da
y. 

Joh 6:37  All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. 

The fact that you even have a desire for the Lord has been given you by the Father. He is drawing you by the Holy Spirit
.

Do not build a doctrine on one verse, but rather look into the whole counsel of God. 

Respond to His drawing of you and let Him dispel all lies and lack of proper knowledge of the Word. His Spirit will not co
ntradict His Word. You cannot say that He is precious to you if He is not drawing you and if you have become completel
y reprobate. 

Take heart. He loves you.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by InTheLight (), on: 2011/2/5 13:36
I would second the recommendation that you read John Bunyan's Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. John Bunya
n, who by the way, was the author of Pilgrim's Progress, found himself in your exact position, wrestling with the same ve
rses. 

What follows are some extracts from His book Grace Abounding to the Chief of Sinners. I encourage you to read the wh
ole book, you can read it online at..;

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/bunyan/grace.html

Now began my heart again to ache and fear I might meet with disappointment at the last, wherefore I began, with all seri
ousness, to examine my former comfort, and to consider whether one that had sinned as I have done, might with confide
nce trust upon the faithfulness of God, laid down in those words by which I had been comforted and on which I had lean
ed myself. But now were brought those sayings to my mind, 'For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, a
nd have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, and have tasted the good word of God, 
and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance' (Heb. 6.4-6). 'For if w
e sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins, but a cert
ain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, which shall devour the adversaries' (Heb. 10.26, 27). Even 'as E
sau, who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright; for ye know how that afterward, when he would have inherited the bl
essing, he was rejected; for he found no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears' (Heb. 12.16, 17) .

Now was the word of the gospel forced from my soul, so that no promise or encouragement was to be found in the Bible 
for me; and now would that saying work upon my spirit to afflict me, 'Rejoice not, O Israel, for joy as other people' (Hos. 
9.1). For I saw indeed there was cause of rejoicing for those that held to Jesus; but as for me, I had cut myself off by my 
transgressions, and left myself neither foot-hold, nor hand-hold, amongst all the stays and props in the precious word of l
ife...

Then that scripture gave me hope, 'I will never leave thee nor forsake thee' (Heb. 13.5). O Lord, said I, but I have left Th
ee. Then it answered again, 'But I will not leave thee.' For this I thank God also...

Now as touching this, that Esau sought a place of repentance; thus I thought, first, This was not for the birthright, but for 
the blessing; this is clear from the apostle, and is distinguished by Esau himself; 'He took away my birthright (that is, for
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merly); and behold, now he hath taken away my blessing' (Gen. 27.36). Secondly, Now, this being thus considered, I ca
me again to the apostle, to see what might be the mind of God, in a New Testament style and sense, concerning Esau's 
sin; and so far as I could conceive, this was the mind of God, that the birthright signified regeneration, and the blessing t
he eternal inheritance; for so the apostle seems to hint, 'Lest there be any profane person, as Esau, who for one morsel 
of meat sold his birthright'; as if he should say, Lest there be any person amongst you that shall cast off all those blesse
d beginnings of God that at present are upon him, in order to a new birth, lest they become as Esau, even be rejected af
terwards, when they would inherit the blessing.

For many there are who, in the day of grace and mercy, despise those things which are indeed the birthright to heaven, 
who yet, when the deciding day appears, will cry as loud as Esau, 'Lord, Lord, open to us'; but then, as Isaac would not r
epent, no more will God the Father, but will say, I have blessed these, yea, and they shall be blessed; but as for you, de
part from me, all ye workers of iniquity (Gen. 27.33; Luke 13.25-27).

When I had thus considered these scriptures, and found that thus to understand them was not against, but according to 
other scriptures; this still added further to my encouragement and comfort, and also gave a great blow to that objection, t
o wit, that the scripture could not agree in the salvation of my soul. And now remained only the hinder part of the tempes
t, for the thunder was gone beyond me, only some drops did still remain, that now and then would fall upon me; but beca
use my former frights and anguish were very sore and deep, therefore it did oft befal me still, as it befalleth those that ha
ve been scared with fire, I thought every voice was Fire, fire; every little touch would hurt my tender conscience.

But one day, as I was passing in the field, and that too with some dashes on my conscience, fearing lest yet all was not r
ight, suddenly this sentence fell upon my soul, Thy righteousness is in heaven; and methought withal, I saw, with the ey
es of my soul, Jesus Christ at God's right hand; there, I say, is my righteousness; so that wherever I was, or whatever I 
was a-doing, God could not say of me, He wants my righteousness, for that was just before Him. I also saw, moreover, t
hat it was not my good frame of heart that made my righteousness better, nor yet my bad frame that made my righteous
ness worse; for my righteousness was Jesus Christ Himself, the same yesterday, and to-day, and for ever (Heb. 13.8).

Now did my chains fall off my legs indeed, I was loosed from my affliction and irons, my temptations had fled away; so th
at, from that time, those dreadful scriptures of God left off to trouble me now; now went I also home rejoicing, for the gra
ce and love of God. 

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by DesertRose, on: 2011/2/5 17:39
The fear of God is the beginning of wisdom.

1John5:13   I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know that you have eter
nal life.

I have always been encouraged that God's mercies are new every day. 

One of my favorite quotes is "It is never too late to start doing what is right."

Here is a poem for no matter where life finds you.

Never Too Late: 

Â“It is too late! Ah, nothing is too lateÂ—

Cato learned Greek at eighty; Sophocles
Wrote his grand Â“Oedipus,Â” and Simonides
Bore off the prize of verse from his compeers
When each had numbered more than fourscore years;

And Theophrastus, at fourscore and ten,
Had begun his Â“Characters of Men.Â”

Chaucer, at Woodstock, with his nightingales,
At sixty wrote the Â“Canterbury Tales.Â”
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Goethe, at Weimar, toiling to the last,
Completed Â“FaustÂ” when eighty years were past.

What then? Shall we sit idly down and say,
Â“The night has come; it is no longer dayÂ”?

For age is opportunity no less
Than youth itself, though in another dress.

And as the evening twilight fades away,
The sky is filled with stars, invisible by day.
It is never too late to start doing what is right.

Never.

-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

As I read your post I thought of someone who struggled with his faith.. similar to what you describe. His faith was tossed 
to and fro. He lived an apostate life.... far from God. A "willful rebel" if there ever was one.and he "HATED the church an
d spoke innumerable heresies and insults toward Christ and His people."  until Grace began to work in him.

He is John Newton author of "Amazing Grace". His bio may be a good read to encourage you in your faith.

The fact that your conscious is sensitive to the things of God and your sin is good.

Here is a quote from Ronald Reagan:

How do you tell a communist? Well, it's someone who reads Marx and Lenin. And how do you tell an anti-Communist? It
's someone who understands Marx and Lenin".
You can apply apostate and Christian to that.

All of us are ill deserving sinners.
Â….and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great lo
ve with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with ChristÂ— by grace 
you have been savedÂ— and raised us up with him and  seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so t
hat in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable(O) riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. F
or by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is(S) not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of wor
ks, so that no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand, that we should walk in them. Ephesians 2

Sin will take you further than you want to go.
It will keep you longer than you want to stay,
and it will cost you more than you want to pay.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by lylewise, on: 2011/2/6 2:34
(Fearapostacy)I would like to take the thread back to your original post. It's not that I don't think highly of Bunyon but forg
ive me if I don't make the connection as I do not see Bunyon as an agnostic or one unrepentant. I don't mean to dispara
ge the help of those who care to offer you assistance.   

I am confused by some of your words. I don't think at all that your history is simple. I desire to understand what you are s
aying. My initial confusion begins with the statement you make that seems to be made defensively. That is that you were
a Christian in your teens and there is no man that can convince you that you were not. That is a very decisive statement 
considering within a short period of time you would go from the surest belief existing (that can never be born in human re
ason) for one that the bible itself says is not possible. All men are held responsible for knowing God exists by virtue of th
e evidence of creation. The agnostic does not know whether there is a God. The Christian will lay his life on the line defe
nding that not only does this God exsist, but that He can also be known. He is known intimately by the Christian. To not 
know whether or not this God exists would make your direct and deliberate attacks upon His son and Bride seem a bit o
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dd (excuse the use of that word as I am not trying to be curt). 

Can you explain what you mean in the third sentence "I came back, or at least I did what I could"? 

Regarding the two Hebrew verses I believe the first applies to those who being exposed to Christ are now entertaining th
e law once again (Jews)

The other verse would be the natural proclivity of the regenerated sole to serve his Master. Far be it from anyone born of
God to turn around and attempt to earn their way into the Kingdom by stepping over the broken and bloody body of the o
nly work that can save. That being the work of Christ. 

As far as the two options you end with. The better of the two would be to live like the devil. The reason I say that is that 
God has shown in scripture to have a great contempt for those who make nothing of the blood of his son and try to stor
m the kingdom by their own works. I would not however leave you so discouraged as I see a good sign in that you are h
ere and you are dealing with eternal matters. I would not comfort you with an assurance that I or anyone else should not 
give. Only the Holy Spirit can give one such assurance. When He does you will know it without a doubt. 

What a testimony you would have to be one who cursed God and came to be one of His greatest witnesses? I will pray f
or that.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate, on: 2011/2/6 7:07
"fearapostasy",

BLESS GOD! You are nearer to the Kingdom of Heaven than you can "think", because we know both, you can't "think" t
he Kingdom of Heaven into your soul...oh no, it won't happen like that.

No, dear brother, you are RIGHT where God wants you, DESPERATE, just like Jacob, alone, frightened on the banks of
the Jabbok, and soon, just like Jacob, one night soon, Jesus is going to wrestle with you, and your heart will lead you to 
cry, "I will not let you go, until you bless me".

You know i speak the truth. (you cant hear my voice, but it is gentle and loving) you know i speak the truth. You might ge
t your hip wrenched, but Jesus aint going to let you go.

Many times, when my heart was crestfallen, or cold, i listened to one particurally annointed sermon entitled 
"Holy Desperation", by Michael Brown.

i realize fully, that  just a sermon cant repair your rudder, or sew your sail, but this one might prick your heart, which is m
y loving prayer for you:

http://askdrbrown.org/media/albums/ICN/Revival/Holy%20Desperation.mp3

in Jesus' love, your brother, neil

ps....you wont be bored, its not religiostic, condemning, it's just wonderful...invest the hour, trust your heart as to my wor
ds.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate, on: 2011/2/6 16:42
With as much certainty as you can say that you were saved, I can say that you are saved.

The problem only lies with were you saved? Were you born again by the Spirit of God? If so you cannot be un-born agai
n, and neither can you expect to be born again and again and again. You either have everlasting life (which is everlastin
g), or you do not, there is no middle ground.

Now, if you only did what Christians do, and felt what Christians felt, but was not what Christians are, then there is some
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thing to be concerned about. But despite what you have come through, if the Lord Jesus Christ truly is personally precio
us to you, the question of "What think ye of Christ" has been settled in a manner that is inconsistant with a lost person. T
he difficult part though is true to one being chastened of the Lord, that rebellious period is going to cost you a bunch in y
our present fellowship with Him. Peter denied Christ three times and was put in a position to undo his denials, from your 
account I would say that you would be facing a similar dealing.

A couple heartwarming reads for you.

http://www.wholesomewords.org/children/doctor/story4.html

http://www.wholesomewords.org/children/doctor/story1.html

OJ

Re: , on: 2011/2/6 22:12
Hebrews 6:4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were m
ade partakers of the Holy Ghost.

Did you receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost and spoke in tongues as the Spirit gave the utterance?

Lets say you have not, then you don't qualify to be in this list of Apostates.

Remember, Matthew 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is impossible; but with God all thi
ngs are possible.

Brother, you can't hang yourself on one or two verses, you have to put others together to balance it all out. Yes it says it 
is impossible, but look at another verse that says,

Matthew 12:20 A bruised reed shall he not break, and smoking flax shall he not quench, till he send forth judgment unto 
victory.

and another,  

Isaiah 66:2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been, saith the LORD: but to this man w
ill I look, even to him that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

Psalms 51:17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise.

People that are broken go to hell like you have been my friend and return to tell the story that it's not worth going there, a
void it, stay away from it. Your trembling before God and His word.

If God spared David and Bathsheba from being stoned according to the Law because of Adultery and Murder, "life for lif
e, under the Old Covenant, how much more now that we are under grace and truth that He is able to exceedingly abund
antly above all that you may ask or think?

Stand on the complete Word instead of couple of verses, because the God that is in Hebrews 6 is also every where in th
e rest of the bible and there is mercy waiting for you Brother. 

God Bless your walk. 
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Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by poet (), on: 2011/2/6 23:20
John 12:37 But though He had performed such great miracles in their presence, they did not believe in Him-- 
38 in order that the words of Isaiah the Prophet might be fulfilled,  
39 For this reason they were unable to believe--because Isaiah said again, 
40  
41 Isaiah uttered these words because he saw His glory; and he spoke of Him. 

Romans 8: 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

Brother many who thought they were part of the kingdom were not, because God had hardened their heart, if the Holy S
pirit of God has compelled you to come home, the Prodigal son, then He has given you an olive branch and wants you t
o be his adopted son, and if the Spirit of God is still convicting you of sin, and drawing you to be a child who should be di
sciplined, for those who are not disciplined of the Lord are not His, for God disciplines those who are His/
If you have come home, it's God who drew you,
Be assured only God's grace compels you to acknowledge the fact that you need Him, and need His mercy and Grace.
Praise God, and remember that Therefore there is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.Rom 8:1

there are many many theologians who have many different intrepertations of heb 6 and 10:26
So all you have to remember is this, all things are possible with God, yes with man it would be impossible, you could nev
er do it in your own strength, but by God's grace you were able to come back and repent.
Quite a testimony of God's mercy...Love Him.
God bless you.
Poet

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by twayneb (), on: 2011/2/7 8:07
fearapostacy:  Didn't Peter deny Christ three times, and Jesus said He had prayed that Peter's faith would not fail?  

My wife tells a story of a man who she met who she said was the only person she had ever encountered who had proba
bly lost his salvation.  He used to follow Christ, but had come to a point where right and wrong were no longer defineable
to him.  His conscience was so seared that he no longer knew the difference, literally.  Although we cannot judge it, we b
oth agreed that if a man can identify apostacy, this was it.  

Obviously you are not (were not) in that postition.  What makes a man come to Christ?  The drawing of the Holy Spirit. 
What causes a man to know that he needs to repent?  The conviction of the Holy Spirit.  Based on what you have said, I
don't have any concerns that you might be apostate and forever lost.  God has drawn you and you have responded.  Pra
ise God you are loved by Him and He has restored you.

Re: , on: 2011/2/7 10:02

Very Good Posting Travis, well balanced and filled with hope.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by savedsissies, on: 2011/7/6 23:12
I have been going through the same thing.I was raised going to church sometimes regularly othertimes not so much and
had always prided myself on having a special relationship with Jesus from the time I was a little child. I had a beautiful c
hildlike faith and remembered hearing that I could speak to God freely and the He was my father since I accepted Jesus 
and I would believe everthing the bible said. So I would talk to God.  I used to invite Jesus to sleep in bed next to me wh
en I was scared at night. Then I went through alot of family problems. I had been a strange child compulsivly confessing 
and always feeling guilty. Then when I was about 11 years old I went through a severe depression because I thought I w
as gay ( probably due to some abuse I had experienced as a child)now I know Im not gay, but I was confused and rebell
ed at about 13 and got into wicca and then satanism. I know that I must have said blasphemous things as a satanist and
I also lead other kids into the same kind of rebellion. I was proud arrogant and outspoken.I drank heavily got pregnant h
ad an abortion at 15. I was then married at 16 to the boyfriend who introduced me to satanism.I decided to come back to
the faith of my childhood but I continued to go back and forth and had a rough time to continue not drinking to numb my 
conscience from the affairs I had had even after coming back. Then I got pregnant by my sisters common-law husband 
and we went to Venezuela and there I really wanted to get my life back on track. When we came back to the states I urg
ed him to go to church with me and realized that we couldnt stay in this sinful relationship. Ironically I moved in with my s
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ister then back in with my ex husband for a bit to get on my feet though he didnt want to work it out. Then I worked at a 
Christian daycare center and went to college. My life seemed to be on track then I fell into a relationship with my husban
d who isnt saved. I had been going to a baptist church that taught once saved always saved. So I thought I was fine and 
I also believed in age of accountability and felt like God understood that I was just going through a rough time in my earl
y years.   I was an armenian and then recently came to reformed theology. I came across some passages about the falli
ng away and the blasphemy which I had always had explained away and now I feel like I fell away and blasphemied. I k
ept thinking that I was a very rare case of someone who felt this way until I came across this forum and I have been terrif
ied of dying ever since and feel like it must be my time soon or why would I have been shown this. 

Re: trying again, on: 2011/7/6 23:38
"savedsissies",

Have you ever read about Hezekiah's son in 2 Chronicles 33?

edit: the site is malfunctioning.

"savedsissies", if I may just ask - I noticed the date of this thread ... how did you find this thread? and what made you ch
oose your sign-on name?

My only guess is that "as a child" you had a "Jesus" that wasn't the Real JESUS.

Nevertheless, I do believe there are those who can still do a Mannaseh type repentence.  That's open to you. Hope you 
can see that. 

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by Earendel (), on: 2011/7/6 23:57
(Fearapostacy)

Don't take that scripture out of context. The writer of Hebrews was doing just that...writing to the Hebrews (Jews). 

Some of them were in danger of reverting back into the Law and out right denying that Jesus died on the cross for their s
ins, that He was the Son of God, and in danger of reverting back into the Mosaic Law of works for salvation. It was this d
enying that Jesus was God manifest in the fleash and that He died for their sins. 

You are are not in any danger if God is dealing with you. That's because He isn't going to deal with you unless He intend
s to have mercy on you. If He wasn't dealing with you, you just wouldn't care at all. 

Now, let's look at some scripture shall we...

James 5:19-20
King James Version (KJV)
 19Brethren, if any of YOU do err from the truth, and one convert him;

 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hi
de a multitude of sins.

Galatians 6:1

 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in ANY trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, con
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sidering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

1 John 1:9
King James Version (KJV)
 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

...do you accept the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins? 

if so, then just say it here and begin again.

Remember that Jesus spoke of the prodigal son which you are and which I was. 

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by Earendel (), on: 2011/7/6 23:57
(Fearapostacy)

Don't take that scripture out of context. The writer of Hebrews was doing just that...writing to the Hebrews (Jews). 

Some of them were in danger of reverting back into the Law and out right denying that Jesus died on the cross for their s
ins, that He was the Son of God, and in danger of reverting back into the Mosaic Law of works for salvation. It was this d
enying that Jesus was God manifest in the flesh and that He died for their sins. 

You are are not in any danger if God is dealing with you. That's because He isn't going to deal with you unless He intend
s to have mercy on you. If He wasn't dealing with you, you just wouldn't care at all. 

Now, let's look at some scripture shall we...

James 5:19-20
King James Version (KJV)
 19Brethren, if any of YOU do err from the truth, and one convert him;

 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hi
de a multitude of sins.

Galatians 6:1

 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in ANY trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, con
sidering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

1 John 1:9
King James Version (KJV)
 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

...do you accept the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins? 

if so, then just say it here and begin again.

Remember that Jesus spoke of the prodigal son which you are and which I was. 
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Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by Earendel (), on: 2011/7/6 23:57
(Fearapostacy)

Don't take that scripture out of context. The writer of Hebrews was doing just that...writing to the Hebrews (Jews). 

Some of them were in danger of reverting back into the Law and out right denying that Jesus died on the cross for their s
ins, that He was the Son of God, and in danger of reverting back into the Mosaic Law of works for salvation. It was this d
enying that Jesus was God manifest in the flesh and that He died for their sins. 

You are are not in any danger if God is dealing with you. That's because He isn't going to deal with you unless He intend
s to have mercy on you. If He wasn't dealing with you, you just wouldn't care at all. 

Now, let's look at some scripture shall we...

James 5:19-20
King James Version (KJV)
 19Brethren, if any of YOU do err from the truth, and one convert him;

 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hi
de a multitude of sins.

Galatians 6:1

 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in ANY trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, con
sidering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

1 John 1:9
King James Version (KJV)
 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

...do you accept the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins? 

if so, then just say it here and begin again.

Remember that Jesus spoke of the prodigal son which you are and which I was. 

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by Earendel (), on: 2011/7/6 23:57
(Fearapostacy)

Don't take that scripture out of context. The writer of Hebrews was doing just that...writing to the Hebrews (Jews). 

Some of them were in danger of reverting back into the Law and out right denying that Jesus died on the cross for their s
ins, that He was the Son of God, and in danger of reverting back into the Mosaic Law of works for salvation. It was this d
enying that Jesus was God manifest in the flesh and that He died for their sins. 

You are are not in any danger if God is dealing with you. That's because He isn't going to deal with you unless He intend
s to have mercy on you. If He wasn't dealing with you, you just wouldn't care at all. 

Now, let's look at some scripture shall we...
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James 5:19-20
King James Version (KJV)
 19Brethren, if any of YOU do err from the truth, and one convert him;

 20Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hi
de a multitude of sins.

Galatians 6:1

 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in ANY trespass, you who are spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, con
sidering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

1 John 1:9
King James Version (KJV)
 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

...do you accept the atoning sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the remission of your sins? 

if so, then just say it here and begin again.

Remember that Jesus spoke of the prodigal son which you are and which I was. 

Re:  - posted by savedsissies, on: 2011/7/7 23:33
Thank you for the encouragment :o)

Re:  - posted by savedsissies, on: 2011/7/7 23:36
Thank you the the scriptures about Mannaseh were of comfort to me  :o) That he would forgive such a person.

Re: , on: 2011/7/8 12:03
by savedsissies wrote on 2011/7/7 20:36:44 -
"Thank you the the scriptures about Mannaseh were of comfort to me :o) That he would forgive such a person."

It's a good chpt to read and take seriously.

Re: Memoir of an Apostate - posted by DEADn (), on: 2011/7/8 12:58
fearapostasy

I hear you.  I can't add anything to help you personally but I have been in your shoes and really am there now. I walked 
away from the church, intentionally. I intentionally shut myself soul down to anything of God. I grew intense anger toward
s the church and gravitated towards goth culture. It gave me an avenue to express my anger without being destructive to
myself.   I did have those lines I did not cross though such as  sexual immorality, smoking, drugs, even to the point of a f
oul mouth. I kept them all in check because I knew better.

 I still have a hardness of heart in some areas of my life. I don't know if that becomes a spiritual problem of if it is  becaus
e I  am getting older. I will be 42 in August. 
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When it comes to the bible I  don't take any verse on its own. I compare scripture with scripture   because you can make 
anything on its own say what you want  it to say.

 I know that if I didn't beleive in God as  I do know I would most likely be a theist. I think that is the word for  it.   
Oh, and the word DEADn is something I created because it is a reflection of what happened to my heart in late 1998 into
1999.  This is what I felt in soul  and still feel it in parts of my soul because  I have trouble allowing some deep hurts to b
e gone or be released.

Re: Saved Sissies - posted by Jessi (), on: 2011/7/8 14:46
I came upon this thread and was troubled by your letter.  My heart goes out to you, breaks for you.  You said towards th
e end of your sharing that you once attended a Baptist church that held the belief of once saved, always saved, but then 
came across some passages about falling away and blasphemy.  Do you realize that one who has blasphemed will have
no desire whatsoever for God, and in fact will not be ABLE to feel convicted, or sorry for their sin, because God has left t
hem? The Spirit of God is the One who brings conviction of sin upon a person's life; Christ draws people to Himself.  Out
side of Him, we will continue to live such selfish, self-serving lives that we would, like Satan, desire to be as the Most Hig
h.  
I sense in your letter a longing.  You know something is not right; you are not fulfilled.  There's just a going from one failu
re to another.  
Friend, may I humbly suggest that you let God break your heart just as painfully as He needs to? Would you realize that 
outside of Jesus Christ, and His grace and righteousness, there is NO HOPE for you and I?  
Please, don't let the devil get the victory in your life.  I beg you, please seek God - and seek Him HARD.  Don't let Him g
o until your life has been changed - and I mean genuinely, totally changed.  I will be praying for you.  Seek Him hard.  G
od is so worthy!!
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