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International Christian Concern (ICC) recently returned from Egypt where they met with Egyptian Christians to discuss th
e mass demonstrations calling for the end of MubarakÂ’s 30 year reign as president. Most Christians share the frustrati
ons of their Muslim countrymen and support the demonstrators for political reform, an end to police brutality, and stagna
nt incomes. Concurrently, many Christians fear that the demonstrations could lead to a power vacuum and possible take
over by the only organized, determined, and moneyed opposition: the Muslim Brotherhood. This would, of course, be a d
isaster for the Christian population.
While Coptic Pope Shenouda III vowed support to President Mubarak on Monday, Christians vividly remember the horrifi
c bombing outside a church in Alexandria that killed 24 people on New YearÂ’s Eve. While the government blamed the
Army of Islam, an Al-Qaeda linked Palestinian network, many Christians see MubarakÂ’s accusation of the Palestinian g
roup as a cover to avoid addressing internal Islamic terrorism targeting Christians.
Â“We will not stop until Mubarak is out,Â” said one Coptic protester. Â“We want a civilian constitution, not a religious con
stitution any more. There is no threat that the Muslim Brotherhood will take power. They have power in the streets, yes,
but the army wonÂ’t let them take it.Â”
Nearly all Christians and many others live in fear. Â“IÂ’m on the streets right now on watch because we need to protect
our families, our homes,Â” the director of an Evangelical training center told ICC. Â“ItÂ’s really dangerous because of th
ose who got out of the prisons. Everybody is really praying hard for the Lord to have mercy on the people here, because
people are starving. They lack food, money, everything. There is no money to buy food because all the banks are closed
. The situation is really tough.Â”
Aidan Clay, the Middle East Regional Manager for ICC, said, Â“Christians in Egypt are finding themselves at a crossroa
ds. While there is little support for President Mubarak, there is uncertainty over what an alternative government might bri
ng. The Muslim Brotherhood is trying to hijack the revolution and call it their own. If the Brotherhood is able to gain the u
pper hand, Christians fear that the few religious freedoms they do have will also be taken away from them. While some
Christians have a trust in the army to protect them from the Brotherhood, others look to Turkey and how Islamic radicals
have neutered the army.Â”
read more: http://www.persecution.org/2011/02/04/christians-in-egypt-look-to-future-with-hope-and-fear/
Pray that the chaos would end soon and that a stable, democratic government would be put in place.
Pray for the protection of Egyptian citizens during this time of crisis.
Pray that Christians would know how best to serve their troubled nation and that they would experience the peace of Go
d which surpasses human understanding.
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