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Â“This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.Â” John 11:4

The season of sickness is the schooling of the soul. More of God is unfolded then, and more of his truth is learned, than 
perhaps in any other circumstances. Oh, how the character, and the perfections, and the government of God become un
folded to his mind by the teachings of the Spirit of truth! His dim views are cleared, his crude ideas are ripened, his erron
eous ideas are rectified; he contemplates God in another light, and truth through another medium. But the sweetest effe
ct of all is the personal appropriation of God to his own soul. He can now say, Â“This God is my God, and is my Father, 
and is my portion forever,Â”- words of assurance hitherto strange to his lips.

The promises of God were never realized as so precious, the doctrines of grace were never felt to be so establishing, an
d the precepts were never seen to be so obligatory and so sanctifying as now; blessed results of a hallowed possession 
of the season of sickness! And what a pruning of this living branch has taken place! What weanedness from the engross
ing claims of the earthly calling, from an undue attachment to created good, from the creature, from the world, and what i
s the greatest weanedness of all, from the wedded idol, self! What humility of mind, what meekness of spirit, and self-ren
unciation follow!

He entered that chamber as a proud man; he leaves it as a little child. He went into it with much of the spirit of a graspin
g, covetous, worldly-minded professor; he emerges from it with the world under his feet: Â“Consecration to Christ and H
oliness to GodÂ”, written upon his substance, and engraved upon his brow. He has been near to eternity! He has been l
ooking within the veil! He has been reading his own heart! He has been dealing with Christ! He has seen and felt how so
lemn a thing it was to approach the gate of death, to enter the presence of God- and from that dreadful point of vision, h
e has contemplated the world, and life, and human responsibility, as they are; and he has come back like a spirit from an
other sphere, clothed with all the solemnities of eternity- to live now as one soon in reality to be there. Truly, his sickness
was Â“for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be gloried thereby.Â”
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