Scriptures and Doctrine :: Inspiration From the Book of Zephaniah

Inspiration From the Book of Zephaniah - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/19 8:53
Recently in trying to decide what book to study in the WORD, I decided to check out Zephaniah - I knew next to nothing
about it, never having made it an object of any study. I was blessed by it and thought I would share insights from it as I g
o along. I will invite others to do likewise.
Zephaniah 1:1: NASB
1 The word of the LORD which came to Zephaniah son of Cushi, son of Gedaliah, son of Amariah, son of Hezekiah, in t
he days of Josiah son of Amon, king of Judah:
Comment:
Apparently Zephaniah was the g-g-grandson of King Hezekiah...I then noticed that Hezekiah had one other son, Amaria
h. Ohhh...so whatever possessed Hezekiah or Judah to choose his son Manassah to be king over Judah? the most wick
ed one ever to sit on Judah's throne. Did they have no clue about this son's spirituality? What were the ongoing dynamic
s that resulted in this choice?
Or, maybe there were none, at least nothing that was worth mentioning.
I am still stumped about why Manassah was chosen when there was Amariah...a mystery...
Any thoughts?
Re: Inspiration From the Book of Zephaniah - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/19 11:49
Maybe....
"Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah (verse 10) .... Jacob w
as the father of Joseph the husband of Mary by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah (verse 16)" Matthew
1:10,16 NASB
Just a thought.
Until I stumbled on this I figured the Lord should have let Hezekiah die the first time instead of letting him get better. Go
od thing I'm not the Lord, huh? ;)
Glad you started another of these Ginny. I really enjoyed the last one.
Re: Inspiration From the Book of Zephaniah - posted by mguldner (), on: 2011/2/20 2:46
Hum, not sure I have been doing some research in hopes of finding the answer. My only guess would be Amariah and
Manassah were half brothers, meaning Hezekiah had two different wives which wasn't uncommon even for a godly man
of the time.
Also another option is Manassah was the older brother and when Manassah was 12 years old would have made Amaria
h at least 11 years old so they choose the older of the two.
"so whatever possessed Hezekiah or Judah to choose his son Manassah to be king over Judah?"
I am not sure if it would have been possible to see the heart of a 12 year old, its likely the young boy didn't even have p
ower over the kingdom until a certain age. Also Manasseh was born 709 BC and reigned 55 years this overlaps Hezeki
ah's reign 10 years meaning a Coregency which was pretty common where Father and Son would reign together at the
same time to transition and pass on the power of one and go to the other. Hezekiah likely heeded the words of Isaiah in
2 Kings 20:1 to put his house in order meaning he needed to find someone to replace him in the event of his death. My
guess is young Manasseh had great promise to be a great king as Hezekiah saw it but instead He gave his heart over to
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the world.
We see this often though while a boy is young their hearts and minds are generally quite moldable but after time if not cu
ltivated properly will become hard and rebellious.
Also thanks for asking this question its not everyday I get to explore the Chronicles of Israel for an answer to a question.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/20 8:12
Quote:
-------------------------I figured the Lord should have let Hezekiah die the first time instead of letting him get better.
-------------------------

Amen!
I agree with this 100% because Manasseh was born AFTER God healed Hezekiah from his illness. If Hezekiah had died
, Manasseh would not have been born and saved thousands a lot of grief.
Or, maybe, his life merely empowered idol worshiping people to proceed with their sin unchallenged by the king. Their h
earts were bent in doing evil and his rule merely exposed the depth of depravity a person is capable of sinking into.
On the other hand, the life of Manasseh does demonstrate the power of God in changing the heart of a despotic ruler. 2
Chronicles 33:10-20, 23.
Does this not teach us that one has to be very careful what he prays for lest God would grant our wishes which may not
be a good thing for us?
Kind of humbling, is it not?
Or, maybe it demonstrates that I would not make a good god?
Oh, I know some of this is speculative, but God did record this for our learning...

Quote:
-------------------------Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah (verse 10) .... Jacob was the father
of Joseph the husband of Mary by whom Jesus was born, who is called the Messiah (verse 16)" Matthew 1:10,16 NASB
-------------------------

Demonstrates there are bad apples in most or every family tree. It also proves that because there are some wicked folks
therein it will not damn the rest to evil, if they choose to do otherwise.
So many powerful lessons in history...
Loved your insights, SHMILY.
Re: Zephaniah 1:2-6 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/21 9:04
Zephaniah 1:2-6: (NASB)
2 "I will completely remove all things
From the face of the earth,Â” declares the LORD.
3 Â“I will remove man and beast;
I will remove the birds of the sky
And the fish of the sea,
And the ruins along with the wicked;
And I will cut off man from the face of the earth,Â” declares the LORD.
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4 Â“So I will stretch out My hand against Judah
And against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
And I will cut off the remnant of Baal from this place,
And the names of the idolatrous priests along with the priests.
5 Â“And those who bow down on the housetops to the host of heaven,
And those who bow down and swear to the LORD and yet swear by Milcom,
6 And those who have turned back from following the LORD,
And those who have not sought the LORD or inquired of Him.Â”
Comments:
We see God pronouncing judgement against all those who (EDIT)"those who have turned back from following the LORD
and those have not sought the LORD or inquired of Him.Â” This judgment seems to be so thorough, so complete. I sens
e God is exasperated with the rebellion of people so he will make a clean sweep of it all!
His frustration reminds me how it is sometimes when I sew. I love to sew but in the course of creating something, someti
mes I have problems and more problems. The harder I work to fix it, the worst it gets. Once my frustration reaches a cert
ain level, I will throw the thing out and start anew - lots less frustrating and time consuming. However, in doing so I will c
heck to see where I had made the original mistake to ensure it will not be repeated, then all things work well and smooth
ly. Now I know God is not subject to the same limitations as I am, but he is restricted by people's will, the decision to dis
obey and this angers Him - it messes things up bad all over the place.
Somehow, I sense God's wrath against sin is justified and allowing the cleansing of the land will provide Him with a clea
n slate to work on ..
Yes, God is just.
In the rest of the book one will learn what are the issues God is warning his people to repent from...and therein lies a lot
of lessons for us moderns.
Any more thoughts?

Re: Inspiration From the Book of Zephaniah - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/21 14:32
In reading this again this morning I was arrested by the word "stagnant" in verse 12 ~ NASB
"It will come about in that time that I will search Jerusalem with lamps, and I will punish men who are stagnant in spirit, w
ho say in their hearts, 'The Lord will not do good or evil!' "
KJV renders it "settled on their lees" and NIV "complacent".
Matthew Henry's commentary said, "Their dispositions are sensual: They are settled on their lees, intoxicated with their
pleasures, strengthening themselves in their wealth and wickedness; they are secure and easy, and, because they have
had no changes, they fear none, as Moab, Jer. 48:11."
Oh my!
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Zephaniah 1:7; 2:1-3 (NASB) - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/22 10:44
Zephaniah 1:7:
7 Be silent before the Lord GOD!
For the day of the LORD is near,
For the LORD has prepared a sacrifice,
He has consecrated His guests.
Zephaniah 2: 1-3: (NASB)
1 Gather yourselves together, yes, gather,
O nation without shame,
2 Before the decree takes effectÂ—
The day passes like the chaffÂ—
Before the burning anger of the LORD comes upon you,
Before the day of the LORDÂ’S anger comes upon you.
3 Seek the LORD,
All you humble of the earth
Who have carried out His ordinances;
Seek righteousness, seek humility.
Perhaps you will be hidden
In the day of the LORDÂ’S anger.
COMMENTS:
Zephaniah is a book that details God's judgments against sin. Yet, in the midst of all this there are messages of comfort,
of hope. God is telling people you do not have to be victims of my wrath: "Perhaps you will be hidden in the day of the L
ORDÂ’S anger." v. 3
Verse 7 in very interesting: God is saying he is going to provide a sacrifice and then will consecrate his guests. Then in
cha 2:3 he tells us they may be hidden in the day of his anger.
Interesting. The time frame: Is this sacrifice talking about Jesus' sacrificial death on the cross? is God referring to the ch
urch as his guests? is God talking about the end-times as we perceive it? I do not know. In any case, I would like to conc
entrate on what were the behaviors that triggered God's anger and what one can do to escape.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/22 10:47
Quote:
-------------------------I was arrested by the word "stagnant
-------------------------

SHMILY, it is this phrase that grabbed my attention when I looked at this book. It acts like a popcorn kernel stuck in my t
eeth.
Jesus used the word lukewarm - neither hot nor cold. Today we would call it being ambivalent: so what? who cares? eac
h to his own....
Glad you saw noticed this...
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Re: Zephaniah 1:7; 2:1-3 (NASB) - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/22 18:28
I camped out in verse 12 a bit longer. "... and I will punish the men who are stagnant in spirit, who say in their hearts,' T
he Lord will not do good or evil!' " (NASB)
I was reminded of 2 Peter 3:3-4 "Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking following
after their own lusts and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep all continues
just as it was from the beginning of creation." (NASB)
In chapter 2 verse 3 I thought of the passage in Isaiah 26 that says, "Come, my people, enter into your rooms and close
your doors behind you; hide for a little while until indignation runs its course. For behold, the Lord is about to punish the i
nhabitants of the earth for their iniquity..." v. 20-21a (NASB)
I think of the Isaiah passage as spending time in prayer seeking the Lord's favor. Like Matt. 6:7 "But you, when you pray
, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is do
ne in secret will reward you." (NASB)
In the immediate time of the passage I think the "guests" were the Babylonians and the "sacrifice" Judah but I also think
there is more to it. A sign of something else to come.

Zephaniah 1: 7 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/23 9:52
Zephaniah 1:7a (NASB)
7 Be silent before the LORD God For the day of the Lord is near...
COMMENT:
This phrase arrested me this morning: Be quiet! Listen I have something to tell you - the day of the LORD is close!
How many times do we think we have to do all the speaking when we come into the LORD's presence? Can we be quiet
and not say anything? Just listen?
Zephaniah 1: 7, 14 NASB - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/23 23:33
7 Be silent before the LORD God For the day of the Lord is near...
14 Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very quickly; Listen, the day of the Lord! ...
Thought:
Wisdom cries in the streets, "Listen! Listen!" But we are too busy, too hurried. "Later Lord. I have so much to do but her
e's my list for now. Later...."
How He loves! Offering opportunity after opportunity until it is too late.
What will He have to do to catch our attention?
**************
How I wish more would comment! This book is so full, so rich. Each time I read it there is more and more. Much reads
like it was written today. What do you see? What strikes you? I'd much rather read your insights than mine.
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Re: Zephaniah 1: 7, 14 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/24 10:45
Quote:
-------------------------What will He have to do to catch our attention?
-------------------------

Affliction. Makes a body feel utterly helpless. Therefore it is not always bad because this is why God allows it. I have lea
rned more through it then about anything else.
What say?
Zephaniah 1:8,9,18 (NASB) - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/24 10:53
Zephaniah 1:8,9,18 (NASB)
8 Â“Then it will come about on the day of the LORDÂ’S sacrifice
That I will punish the princes, the kingÂ’s sons
And all who clothe themselves with foreign garments.
9 Â“And I will punish on that day all who leap on the temple threshold,
Who fill the house of their lord with violence and deceit.
18 Neither their silver nor their gold
Will be able to deliver them
On the day of the LORDÂ’S wrath;
And all the earth will be devoured
In the fire of His jealousy,
For He will make a complete end,
Indeed a terrifying one,
Of all the inhabitants of the earth.
COMMENT:
Wealth. It is worked for in most cultures because of the pleasure it affords its possessors. It will gain you friends, influenc
e in high places, protection, advantages, power, beautiful things, prestige....But God is saying here your wealth will not h
elp you one bit! OH. Ohhhh. All the advantages wealth can give you will fail you in the day when God metes out his judg
ement. It will not influence God for your advantage. It will give you no security, your money cannot buy you a reprieve fro
m God's judgement.
Re: Zephaniah 1: 7, 14 NASB, on: 2011/2/24 22:07
SHMILY said: "Listen! Listen!" and
"I'd much rather read your insights than mine."

Listen SHMILY, I feel the same way as you do. I'd rather read than post, so keep on friend. Besides I like your name - it'
s like yiddish for "smiley". Yup, got that from my yiddish speaking granny. :)
Keep shmiling & posting youse guys.
Thanks!
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Re: Zephaniah 1: 7, 14 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/24 22:15
Quote:
-------------------------This book is so full, so rich. Each time I read it there is more and more. Much reads like it was written today.
-------------------------

Agreed. That is one reason I find the prophets so inspiring.

Quote:
-------------------------I'd much rather read your insights than mine.
-------------------------

Go ahead and post, Shmily. Your thoughts might trigger another's insight..happens all the time.:-)
Re: Zephaniah 1:8,9,18 (NASB) - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/25 0:40
"Affliction"
Refiner's fire.
Been thinking on this much of the day.
*****************
Sometimes I have what I call my "lab coat" mentality. I know certain things may happen ~ but surely not to me. I will me
rely observe it. Like a lab experiment or a TV program.
Those in this passage must have that same thought. That whatever happens to someone else will not happen to them.
I am reminded of something I read long ago when I was in school. (My grandchildren think that was shortly after Noah e
xited the ark ;) ) It was about a battle during the Civil War. It was fought outside some city and people took picnic lunch
es and went out to watch much like a sporting event. Men were dieing and they were eating lunch!
"On the day of the LORDÂ’S wrath;
And all the earth will be devoured
In the fire of His jealousy,
For He will make a complete end,
Indeed a terrifying one,
Of all the inhabitants of the earth." Verse 18
May I more fully comprehend this. Not in my head but in my heart. Stamped on my eyeballs when with those who need
to be snatched from the fire.
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Re: , on: 2011/2/25 0:51
Wow! Amazing post, on many accounts. Bless The LORD GOD.
"....when with those who need to be snatched from the fire."

Today, from 2:24 until 6:08, I spoke on the phone with a long time sister in Christ and we ended our conversation with a
very similar analogy. GOD is raising up 'firemen'.
They rescue many times with the person on their back and the victims arms around their necks. This is what I saw.
Praise GOD SHMILY

Zephaniah 1:12 (NASB) - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/25 10:19
12Â“It will come about at that time
That I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
And I will punish the men
Who are stagnant in spirit,
Who say in their hearts,
Â‘The LORD will not do good or evil!Â’
COMMENT:
This verse keeps coming back, challenging me. Apparently I am not the only one it challenges from reading the other po
sts on this thread.
Anyhow.
As I consider the context in which this is shared, the context refers to the wealthy. Wealth give people an immense sens
e of security. They think they have everything under control because money buys security. But God is saying it will not p
rotect you from my judgement. Decisions were based on gold, silver and its properties. This in turn makes people disreg
ard God because they have no need of him. They are self-reliant, self-satisfied: they get what they want, when they want
, how they want and woe on anybody who interferes in this process!
Proverbs 30:8.9 NASB come to mind:
8 Keep deception and lies far from me,
Give me neither poverty nor riches;
Feed me with the food that is my portion,
9That I not be full and deny You and say, Â“Who is the LORD?Â”
Or that I not be in want and steal,
And profane the name of my God.
Powerful...
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/25 10:21
Quote:
-------------------------That whatever happens to someone else will not happen to them.
-------------------------

Sounds familiar.
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Re: Zephaniah 1:12 (NASB) - posted by enid, on: 2011/2/25 10:55
Quote: 'The Lord will not do good or evil'
Isn't that a fallacy in this day and age?
Somehow, people suppose God is dormant, doing zero.
He is seeing all we do, and we all have to give an account to God.
And yes, wealth and fulness does increase pride and brings a divide between us and God.
Why do we need God when we have so much? Or so we think.
Another good thread Ginnyrose. Have been reading but not commenting till now.
God bless.

Re: Zephaniah 1:12 (NASB) - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/25 23:03
12Â“It will come about at that time
That I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
And I will punish the men
Who are stagnant in spirit,
Who say in their hearts,
Â‘The LORD will not do good or evil!Â’
18"Neither their silver nor their gold
Will be able to deliver them
On the day of the Lord's wrath;
And all the earth will be devoured
In the fire of His jealousy,
For He will make a complete end,
Indeed a terrifying one,
Of all the inhabitants of the earth.
Chapter 2
1Gather yourselves together, yes, gather,
O nation without shame,
2Before the decree takes effect The day passes like chaff Before the burning anger of the Lord
comes upon you,
Before the day of the Lord's anger
comes upon you.
3 Seek the Lord,
All you humble of the earth
Who have carried out His ordinances;
Seek righteousness, seek humility,
Perhaps you will be hidden
In the day of the Lord's anger."
Thoughts:
"so it is today"
"They are self-reliant, self-satisfied"
I want to give a hearty "AMEN!" and yet the Spirit reminds me I am often much more self-reliant and self-satisfied than I
ought to be. =(
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As I read the beginning of the 2nd chapter I realized not only is the "nation without shame" told to gather ~ perhaps a sol
emn assembly ~ but so too "all you humble of the earth who have carried out His ordinances" are to seek the Lord and ri
ghteousness and humility. I especially need humility when I see the wicked punished!
"The day passes like chaff" ~ don't put it off! Time flies.
-------------Jesus-is-GOD and enid thank you for commenting too. It makes for a much richer discussion. Thanks again.
This is really good ginnyrose. =)
I love all the insights.
REJOICE! =)

Zephaniah 2:1 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/26 8:39
Zephaniah 2:1 NASB
1 Gather yourselves together, yes, gather,
O nation without shame,
COMMENT:
Once again I am in awe how the situation with Judah parallels so closely with the current spiritual crises in the world tod
ay.
Shame. Without shame. People today are so shameless. People are so bold in their sin and woe on you if so much as c
onfront it! You are labelled as being either legalistic, unforgiving by professing Christians; intolerant by secular society.
We are commanded by God to forgive sin and so we do. But too many times we forgive the sinner who has no intention
of repenting and so we soon learn to accommodate the sin because we love the person so much: God would not send hi
m/her to hell! They are too nice, such wonderful people! And so we become used to the dark and sin flourishes, even a
mong so-called Christian people.
Years ago I talked to a godly lady whose youth was spent in riotous living about having her life story written. She decline
d, saying it was so shameful! That it is behind her and she does not want to talk about it. This gave me a lot to think abo
ut. She was ashamed of her past.
Now, how can we protect shame and still be forgiving?
Re: Zephaniah 2:1 NASB - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/2/27 1:19
I was speaking with a friend today. It had been several months since we had had time to talk.
She was heartsick over a relative. The relative had sinned. Long story short ~ had stood before the church not to confe
ss and repent but to justify what had happened.
Most distressing to my friend was the fact the church stood and applauded 3 times during this!
No, ginny, there is no shame in the nation and very little in the "church".
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Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/27 7:43
Quote:
-------------------------The relative had sinned. Long story short ~ had stood before the church not to confess and repent but to justify what had happened.
Most distressing to my friend was the fact the church stood and applauded 3 times during this! No, ginny, there is no shame in the nation and very little
in the "church".
-------------------------

Yes, I have heard of a 'pastor' getting up in front of his flock announcing that he is leaving his wife and family for another
woman in the church and the audience applauded! Now if this does not make me hopping mad... if it angers me, wonder
how God feels?! His wrath is deserved, don't you think?
Anyhow. If this is normal for the church, one sure cannot expect more from the prevailing society.
Many years ago I read a column written by Eric Hoffer, I think, on 'Shame'. He is secular, but it is so good. In it he lame
nted the loss of shame in society. Sad when a secular philosopher gets closer to being Biblical in this regard then church
people. (I have looked to find the article online, called the newspaper but have not been able to find it anywhere.)
SHMILY, we have two wayward sons. I do not encourage them to attend church services because I believe that it is the
most dangerous place an apostate can be on a Sunday morning.
Re: , on: 2011/2/27 9:48
How very easy it is for the people of God to become complacent and think that they are not under judgement anymore a
nd so compromise with sin after they fall from their first estate of loving God with the whole heart mind and soul. This bo
ok is the warning to such that He will bring His judgement in the Day of the Lord, not a day for those who are lost in their
sins and have never known Him, there is no judgement needed there, nothing to weigh up, they are lost for now and eter
nity. The judgement of God is preserved for His people who have come into His kingdom and who have not gone on to p
erfection, perfection that is of fellowship with God. If a man does not progress to perfection, and closse his ears to warni
ngs thinking that he is safe because he once came to the Lord for forgiveness, and now he serves in the church and rea
ds his Bible and prays, so what is there to be worried about? He thinks the warnings are for all of those outside and pats
himself on the back that he is not like other men.
But this is complaceny and the worst thing is that a man can be blind to his position and it is because the conscience is s
o easily quietened so that the pricks that come from God are eventually silenced as there are so many others who do no
t want to hear the pricks from others and rush in to say `don`t worry we are covered by the Blood` but any who have ear
s will let those pricks speak. Peace peace where there is no peace. Any believer who continues sinning and is not fully s
anctified by the Lord is under this judgement and the Lord will show mercy and patience for a time but there will come a
day - The Day of the Lord for them, when His patience runs out and He will remove His protective hand and allow the pe
rson to reap what he has sown in taking the Lord for granted and for thinking that He can be deceived. Christ died to tak
e away our sin and any continuation with it puts Him back on the cross and to shame when His power is already availabl
e to His children to walk in holiness and purity of heart, with eternal power to keep him in the temple of the Lord in const
ant communion and prayer without cessation, obeying God 100% all of the time. Nothing less is acceptable and when th
e Day of the Lord comes for each one, there will be no excuse when we have the book of Zephaniah in our Bibles.
Zephaniah 2:3 (NASB) - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/28 10:05
Zephaniah 2:3 (NASB)
3 Seek the LORD,
All you humble of the earth
Who have carried out His ordinances;
Seek righteousness, seek humility.
Perhaps you will be hidden
In the day of the LORDÂ’S anger.
COMMENT:
Who is called to seek the LORD? The humble.
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What characterizes the humble? They are obedient (carried out his ordinances), they seek righteousness, seek humility.
How can one be obedient to His ordinances? What are they? Does obedience not entail a teachable spirit? To be willing
to obey when it does not make sense?
As I consider humility I had to wonder what does it look like in life? Is a humble person not one who is submissive to aut
hority? one who is teachable? Is it not one who recognizes his/her own limitations and will work to learn?
How does one work to 'seek righteousness?' Does it not happen when we take to heart the lessons learned by being tau
ght by a Master teacher? Does it not happen when these lessons characterizes our lifestyle?
As long as we think we know it all, we are not teachable. We will argue, debate, work to discredit those who disagree wit
h us. This one cannot do with God and win. All will be losers when this is one's mindset.
"Perhaps you will be hidden In the day of the LORDÂ’S anger."
Does this promise pertain to moderns? I think so. I want to be protected by his wings and as the world's turmoil work to r
attle our well-being, it behooves us the more to find shelter there.
Seek righteousness, seek humility: an excellent motto for today and the future.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/2/28 10:08
Quote:
-------------------------Christ died to take away our sin and any continuation with it puts Him back on the cross and to shame when His power is already av
ailable to His children to walk in holiness and purity of heart, with eternal power to keep him in the temple of the Lord in constant communion and pray
er without cessation, obeying God 100% all of the time. Nothing less is acceptable and when the Day of the Lord comes for each one, there will be no
excuse when we have the book of Zephaniah in our Bibles.
-------------------------

Excellent point, Brenda.
Re: Inspiration From the Book of Zephaniah - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/1 9:14
Zephaniah 2:4-7 NASB
For Gaza will be abandoned
And Ashkelon a desolation;
Ashdod will be driven out at noon
And Ekron will be uprooted.
5Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast,
The nation of the Cherethites!
The word of the LORD is against you,
O Canaan, land of the Philistines;
And I will destroy you
So that there will be no inhabitant.
6So the seacoast will be pastures,
With caves for shepherds and folds for flocks.
7And the coast will be
For the remnant of the house of Judah,
They will pasture on it.
In the houses of Ashkelon they will lie down at evening;
For the LORD their God will care for them
And restore their fortune.
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COMMENT:
For some interesting reason - the which I find difficult to fully grasp - I find this so comforting! God is going to rid the cou
ntryside of His enemies and then giving it to his people! The humble ones, the righteous ones.
I do not know what practical application this has for us today but it does remind me of Psalm 23:5: "You prepare a table
before me in the presence of my enemies;"
How does God prepare a table for us in the presence of our enemies? Is it not when we experience his blessings in the
presence of those who wish us harm? We experience pressure to capitulate to sinful culture but God in his mercy provid
es for us so graciously in contrast to the ungodly culture around us. These people may mock us, scorn us, but they sure
want the blessings God has given to us...
Re: Zephaniah 2:4-7 NASB - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/1 22:22
v.5 "Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast...I will destroy you so that there will be no inhabitant."

I am reminded of the times the Lord told the children of Israel to completely destroy the various 'ites' and they only partia
lly complied. Often we wonder, "Why didn't they do what God said?" Maybe even when we were younger and more ras
h we thought, "I would have!"

And yet ...Of the four cities named in verse 4, three are currently in Israel ~ Ashkelon, Ashdod, and Ekron. Gaza obviou
sly is not.
Gaza. We see pictures of the inhabitants of Gaza on the news. No matter our politics, they are real people with real live
s, loves, pains, fears. Faces put to the word "inhabitants". Could we completely destroy them?
From verse 7
In the houses of Ashkelon they will lie down at evening;
For the LORD their God will care for them
I believe it was last summer that the rockets/missiles Hamas fires into Israel from the Gaza strip reached Ashkelon. How
they needed the security shown in this verse.
Such is the Lord's love for His people. He will destroy the inhabitants of Gaza.
I agree with your thoughts ginny. It is a comfort.

Re: Zephaniah 2:8-11 NASB - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/2 23:55
8Â“I have heard the taunting of Moab
And the revilings of the sons of Ammon,
With which they have taunted My people
And become arrogant against their territory.

9Â“Therefore, as I live,Â” declares the LORD of hosts,
The God of Israel,
Â“Surely Moab will be like Sodom
And the sons of Ammon like GomorrahÂ—
A place possessed by nettles and salt pits,
And a perpetual desolation.
The remnant of My people will plunder them
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And the remainder of My nation will inherit them.Â”
10This they will have in return for their pride, because they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the
LORD of hosts. 11The LORD will be terrifying to them, for He will starve all the gods of the earth; and all the coastlands
of the nations will bow down to Him, everyone from his own place.
"I have heard.." Our God listens.
"...they have taunted My people
And become arrogant against their territory.
....they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the LORD of hosts"
Today there are those nations that do not believe Israel has a right to exist. They try to provoke them. They are "arroga
nt" against the people and the land.
But also in many countries just following the Lord can cost a believer their business, their home, even their life. In those
places too the sons of darkness are 'arrogant' against them.
Our God hears. "The LORD will be terrifying to them, for He will starve all the gods of the earth"
There is comfort in knowing God hears and will answer in His time.

Zephaniah 2:8-11 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/3 10:08
Zephaniah 2: 8-11 NASB
8Â“I have heard the taunting of Moab
And the revilings of the sons of Ammon,
With which they have taunted My people
And become arrogant against their territory.
9Â“Therefore, as I live,Â” declares the LORD of hosts,
The God of Israel,
Â“Surely Moab will be like Sodom
And the sons of Ammon like GomorrahÂ—
A place possessed by nettles and salt pits,
And a perpetual desolation.
The remnant of My people will plunder them
And the remainder of My nation will inherit them.Â”
10This they will have in return for their pride, because they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the
LORD of hosts. 11The LORD will be terrifying to them, for He will starve all the gods of the earth; and all the coastlands
of the nations will bow down to Him, everyone from his own place.
COMMENT:
Does someone have an insight to share about the taunting of God's people?
(I am having a problem now to concentrate adequately because of the stress of moving...I know what the scripture is tea
ching me, but to phrase it in the least number of words escapes me at the moment.)
God bless!
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Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/3 10:09
Insightful! Fascinating!

Re: Zephaniah 2:8-11 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/3 21:38
Taunting. Making light of something sacred....or reviling, heaping scorn on those one deems strange.
How many times do we find ourselves doing likewise to those whom we do not see eye to eye with? (Not referring to sin
issues but doctrinal ones.)
Or, just plain reviling someone for its own sake? Is it loving? Children do that in their childishness, at times, but what abo
ut adults?
The penalty to reviling was severe: "Surely Moab will be like Sodom." Oh. Oh. We know Sodom was given to perversion
and was destroyed for it. Now God is saying I will make you like Sodom because you have reviled my people. The end r
esult is the same.
Do we regard this sin as serious as God does?
Zephaniah 2:12-15 - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/3 23:46
12Â“You also, O Ethiopians, will be slain by My sword.Â”
13And He will stretch out His hand against the north
And destroy Assyria,
And He will make Nineveh a desolation,
Parched like the wilderness.
14Flocks will lie down in her midst,
All beasts which range in herds;
Both the pelican and the hedgehog
Will lodge in the tops of her pillars;
Birds will sing in the window,
Desolation will be on the threshold;
For He has laid bare the cedar work.
15This is the exultant city
Which dwells securely,
Who says in her heart,
Â“I am, and there is no one besides me.Â”
How she has become a desolation,
A resting place for beasts!
Everyone who passes by her will hiss
And wave his hand in contempt.
Thought:
Verses 4-7 were the enemies on the west ~ Gaza, Ashkelon, Ashdod, Ekron, the land of the Philistines.
Verses 8-11 were the enemies on the east ~ Moab and the sons of Ammon (present day Jordan).
In this passage 12-15 it is the enemies of the south ~ Ethiopia (Cush - possibly Egypt) ~ and the enemies of the north ~
Assyria whose capital was Nineveh.
Enemies all around. God would/will deal with them all.
Ever feel surrounded? Don't know which way to turn? Our God hears.
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Zephaniah 2:15 - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/3 23:48
15This is the exultant city
Which dwells securely,
Who says in her heart,
Â“I am, and there is no one besides me.Â”
How she has become a desolation,
A resting place for beasts!
Everyone who passes by her will hiss
And wave his hand in contempt.
This struck me in this verse:
Who says in her heart,
Â“I am, and there is no one besides me.Â”
There is only one I AM. And there is none beside Him.
Re: Zephaniah 2:15 , on: 2011/3/4 1:49
Seems to me to be the same as the post on Jeremiah 49-51 that Jeremy wrote. That same "city". Even Torrey cross-refe
rences Rev 18 to these two books and same verses.
She still appears to think she "sits as a queen".
"That great city"
Rev 17:18 And the woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over the kings of the earth.
Rev 18:10 Standing afar off for the fear of her torment, saying, Alas, alas, that great city Babylon, that mighty city! for in
one hour is thy judgment come.
Rev 18:16 And saying, Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with
gold, and precious stones, and pearls!
Rev 18:18 And cried when they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, What city is like unto this great city!
Rev 18:19 And they cast dust on their heads, and cried, weeping and wailing, saying, Alas, alas, that great city, wherein
were made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason of her costliness! for in one hour is she made desolate.
Rev 18:21 And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great millstone, and cast it into the sea, saying, Thus with violence
shall that great city Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no more at all.
Thankfully, this isn't until the very very end of things.
He's not willing that any should perish, so we have time to keep witnessing - however and wherever He leads.
Blessings!
Zephaniah 2:10-11 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/5 9:37
Zephaniah 2:10-11 NASB
10 This they will have in return for their pride, because they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the
LORD of hosts.
11The LORD will be terrifying to them, for He will starve all the gods of the earth; and all the coastlands of the nations wi
ll bow down to Him, everyone from his own place.
COMMENT:
Pride. The sin that precedes a fall: Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling. Proverbs 16:18.
It is the mindset that declares I know better, MY idea is always right, I am going to do what I want to do and others be ha
nged! It focus on self - always: what I want. It dismisses the concept of submission, loving the unlovely, looking out for th
e welfare of others. A selfish person may do all these things on a limited scale, but only if it will benefit them. The concep
t of assisting another and not allowing it to become known is foreign to this mind.
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The god of self wars against the Jehovah God and his people. Godly people become targets of ridicule and derision fro
m those who serve other gods because they are a threat to their self-esteem. The want everyone's approval and if they
do not get it from the ones who they respect for their integrity they get angry and will work to destroy by discrediting the
m.
But God says here that he will starve all the gods of the earth! All the philosophies what warred against God's Word will
be discredited because they will no longer work! "I always do things this way!" "I aways..." and it no longer works or is tru
e! God starved these man-made'absolutes'. God will demonstrate that the only absolutes that are true, workable are tho
se that come from Him. This fact will become known and they will be forced to acknowledge it.
Is it not comforting to know we stand on the solid rock, Jesus Christ?! The winds of scorn, derision may be fierce but that
storm will cease - God is in control of it.
Yes!
Re: - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/5 10:30
I agree Jesus-is GOD that is most probably the same city.
What struck me was the arrogance, the pride. The audacity to say, "I am ..." In a sense to claim to be GOD.
Pride. As Ginny says it is woven through these verses and God calls it sin.
Quote:
Is it not comforting to know we stand on the solid rock, Jesus Christ?!
Yes and Amen!! =)
Re: , on: 2011/3/8 16:16
Well, as it's come back to the topic of "the city", I'd like to share a burden. As it's been said, that Jeremiah spoke of this s
ame Babylon, we know that the people of Babylon are proud. National pride is just as dangerous and to think they woul
d say, "I sit as a queen" and "I am..." when captivity comes - how will those who find that they're in Babylon handle it?
When GOD lifts His Hand off of a nation and it's enemies become it's oppressors - what will happen to that pride?
My main concern is for those who will either faint or try to literally 'shoot it out' for freedom.
I only became aware that there are millions in this nation who have determined to do the latter, in 1998 and have since h
ad that burden to try to talk Biblical sense into them, as others have.
Jeremiah told the people to basically, just go with their captivity and not try to fight it.
If you preach this to these 'patriots' of today, they want to shoot you.
But that was Jeremiah's message.
My heart is heavy and burdened for those who's national pride takes precedence over His Word and their allegience to o
ur KING of King's Words - from the Old to New Testament.
I believe we need to be out there now helping folks to see what's coming and how true Christians should react when it d
oes and to win the lost by sharing the reason for our hope.
If each person would just make their own towns or area their burden for when the time comes - they've done well.
And imagine, if each Christian would take on that commission for their own town - we'd have the whole country covered .
... that's all it would take.
But, from what I've seen - most minds can barely go beyond their own lives, nonetheless care about even so much as th
e block they live on.
Well, we have a bit of time left. In the meantime, we can try to reach the non-non-resistance folks and spare them from b
lowing someone to Hell and risk their own salvation by doing so and take the message of these prophets who were sho
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wn the future to the Saints.
GOD give us wisdom from Above.
Bless you both and all.

Edit: I corrected my last post just now, realizing who wrote the post I mentioned from Jeremiah.
Sorry to the poster for my mistake.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/10 21:30
Quote:
-------------------------And imagine, if each Christian would take on that commission for their own town - we'd have the whole country covered .... that's all
it would take.
-------------------------

Hhhhhmm - interesting challenge. Think I will take you up on it...as the LORD leads.
Any others?
Zephaniah 2: 12-13 - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/10 21:41
Zephaniah 2: 12-13 NASB

12You also, O Ethiopians, will be slain by My sword.Â”
13And He will stretch out His hand against the north
And destroy Assyria,
And He will make Nineveh a desolation,
Parched like the wilderness.
COMMENT:
I am always thrilled when I read in the OT God's words of warnings to non-Jewish peoples. For some reason one has th
e idea that before Jesus came, God was the God of the Jews only. Not so. The prophets' writings indicate otherwise - th
ere is just little details given in the WORD concerning God's dealings with surrounding nations. The fact that he issued w
arnings for them in addition to Israel proves how much he loves all.
Years ago "Biblical Archaeology Review" printed an article dealing with this issue,declaring there is very little archaeolog
ical evidence that knowledge of God existed beyond the Jewish communities. Yet, a casual reading of the prophets woul
d indicate otherwise. Aren't you glad?
Zephaniah 2:10; 3:11 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/12 10:07
Zephaniah 2:10; 3:11 NASB
10 This they will have in return for their pride, because they have taunted and become arrogant against the people of the
LORD of hosts.
11 b For then I will remove from your midst Your proud, exulting ones, And you will never again be haughty
COMMENT:
Haughtiness. Arrogance: I am better then you. This mentality intimidates, strikes fear in the heart of the lesser putting a
stumbling block in his way, working to gain the approval of this bully. But this bully is working is cahoots with the devil. A
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nd God says he will remove these proud people from their midst.
How God will remove the proud ones is his call, yet I suspect that from reading the prophets he does it by destroying the
ir securities, all these things that empowered them to lord themselves over others. Yet when these devastations occur, t
he innocent will suffer as well, but the innocent will have a sustaining hand to assist them through this trial whereas the p
roud will be left to his own - now depleted - devices.
Yes, God is very much aware of the forces that work aggressively to destroy his people and there is a payday a-coming.
Re: Ruminations from Zephaniah 1 NASB - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/13 19:40
The events in Japan this week have had me ruminating on the first chapter of Zephaniah again. Please note I understan
d the historical context of the passage and also possible future events connected with it. It is simply that the events in J
apan help me to just begin to comprehend what it means in the real world.

"'I will completely remove all things from the face of the earth,' declares the Lord." v.2 I could not help but think of this as
I saw the before and after pictures of the tsunami in Sendai. It was there and now it is nearly totally gone.

"... all who weight out silver will be cut off..." v.11 Commerce is gone. Even if the shops were still there the roads are bl
ocked or gone or cracked. And the people are mostly gone too. The only things wanted/needed by the people now are
water and food both of which are lacking.

"...and they will plant vineyards and not drink their wine..." v.13 I watched the wall of water roll over farms and greenhou
ses. Gone.

"Near is the great day of the Lord, near and coming very quickly. Listen, the day of the Lord." v.14 The people got up Fr
iday morning and began their day as usual, getting ready for work, waking the kids, ... It was so normal, so mundane. T
hen the earth began to shake. And it went on and on and on. Then the tsunami. I read it traveled across the ocean at 5
00 miles an hour! "As it was in the days of Noah, people were eating and drinking and giving in marriage and knew not...
.."

*******
Parenthetical comment:
I don't know if anyone else watched the live feed of the water rushing inland or not but I as I watched I could see tiny car
s rushing on the road trying to get away. But I could see they were headed into the worst part of it. I kept speaking to th
e computer screen, "NO! NO! Go the other way!" but they rushed headlong. I wonder if, since "we are surrounded by s
uch a great cloud of witnesses", there are times my actions cause them to exclaim the same?
*******

Verse 15 ~ "...A day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation.." That so describes what happened.

"Neither their silver not their gold will be able to deliver them..." v.18 Their wealth ~ or lack of it ~ made absolutely no diff
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erence. And it really still doesn't.

"..for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of the inhabitants of the earth." v.18 More than a thousand
missing and presumed dead. The number could rise even higher. Swept into eternity. ....

How then ought we to live ....

Re: , on: 2011/3/13 22:22
Amen, and Amen.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/13 22:56
I thought the same, SHMILY.
Is it not interesting that while we are reading Zephaniah that we are seeing some of these things happening now? Oh, I
know that this prophecy may not be referring to the event in Japan, but in watching this one can see how these calamitie
s can be a reality, not just a hypothetical situation.
Did you see the video a man took of the earthquake? (It was on iReport, I think.) He said the shaking was so bad he co
uld hardly stand up?
Still shaking my head...

Zephaniah 2:15; 3:2 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/15 10:59
Zephaniah 2:15; 3:2 NASB
15 Who says in her heart, Â“I am, and there is no one besides me
22 She heeded no voice, She accepted no instruction.
God

She did not trust in the LORD, She did not draw near to her

COMMENT:
Pride, its characteristics:
1. There is no one besides me.
2. She listens to no one because she thinks she knows it all.
3. She is not teachable.
4. She does not trust in the LORD.
5. Does not draw near to Him.
A proud heart feels self-sufficient and think she knows it all and will not take any instruction from anyone, thinking they k
now more then anyone else.
Many wise students of human nature have declared affluence promotes this self-satisfied mentality. Coupled with this is
the all pervasive teaching of self-esteem: I am a wonderful person! and I deserve whatever I want! (Someone has said t
hat inmates in prison are afflicted with much self-esteem!)
Self-satisfaction, the ability to have all your personal wants met impedes God's ability to work in the life of an individual.
God is regarded as a kill joy who will work to deprive one of pleasures so much enjoyed and who wants to submit to a g
od like that?
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There is payday a-coming. God will demonstrate this in ways that will force the individual to face the fact that he is not in
control of life, God is. And we do well to allow God to search our heart to kmow whether we are teachable, whether we li
sten and allow Him to lead.
Pride is the fundamental issue one has to deal with every day...it is not just them - although it is - but it us also, as well.
Zephaniah 3:1-5 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/16 10:53
Zephaniah 3:1-5 NASB
1 Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled,
The tyrannical city!
2 She heeded no voice,
She accepted no instruction.
She did not trust in the LORD,
She did not draw near to her God.
3 Her princes within her are roaring lions,
Her judges are wolves at evening;
They leave nothing for the morning.
4 Her prophets are reckless, treacherous men;
Her priests have profaned the sanctuary.
They have done violence to the law.
5 The LORD is righteous within her;
He will do no injustice.
Every morning He brings His justice to light;
He does not fail.
But the unjust knows no shame.
COMMENT:
I noticed where God's presence is in the midst of this city but the people live in defiance of this better knowledge. They
work hard to do the opposite of what they know they should do.
Have you ever noticed that when people apostasize the same thing happens? They are so defiant, will do anything contr
ary to prove they are not responsible to submit to anybody but their own desires. The cruelty these people engage in def
ies common sense.
In my many years of counseling at a CPC I was amazed how my ungodly clients knew they were living in sin and what t
hey were doing is wrong and will send them to hell. They knew - I did not have to tell them. Amazing.
And it says they know no shame. Sounds like this was written just last week.

Zephaniah 3:6 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/18 8:14
Zephaniah 3:6 NASB
Â“I have cut off nations;
Their corner towers are in ruins.
I have made their streets desolate,
With no one passing by;
Their cities are laid waste,
Without a man, without an inhabitant.
COMMENT:
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Whenever I read something like this, I am left with a sense of wonderment, amazement at how futile it is for men to expe
nd so much resources to protect ones country when its security is all in God's hands. God can in a moment lay its defen
ses in ruins. All that work, all that tax money gone to waste...all to give one a sense of security which is no better then to
build a sand castle on the beach, subject to high tides every 24 hours.
On the personal level I am reminded how much time is wasted when I work without spending time FIRST with the LORD
at the beginning of a day. Spending time with Him in the WORD results in me making fewer errors; my day goes a whole
lot better; I accomplish much more. There is protection with divine assistance working quietly, discretely but always ther
e.
Where is my security? I can build whatever defenses to protect myself but God can and will in his time destroy it and the
n what do I have left?

Re: Zephaniah3:8-11 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/19 10:21
Zephaniah3:8-11 NASB
8 "Therefore wait for Me,Â” declares the LORD,
Â“For the day when I rise up as a witness.
Indeed, My decision is to gather nations,
To assemble kingdoms,
To pour out on them My indignation,
All My burning anger;
For all the earth will be devoured
By the fire of My zeal.
9Â“For then I will give to the peoples purified lips,
That all of them may call on the name of the LORD,
To serve Him shoulder to shoulder.
10Â“From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia
My worshipers, My dispersed ones,
Will bring My offerings.
11Â“In that day you will feel no shame
Because of all your deeds
By which you have rebelled against Me;
For then I will remove from your midst
Your proud, exulting ones,
And you will never again be haughty
On My holy mountain.
COMMENT:
Many comments, insights can be gleaned from this portion but will limit it to one per post.
(At the onset, I want to reaffirm what another poster shared - and that is prophesy will have multiple applications, meanin
gs, not limited to one ere of time.)
God says in v. 8 "wait for me.." How many times do we get impatient and run ahead of God to accomplish what we think
should be done?
Wait for me. This gets to be a trial for those who want all things done yesterday. Like me.
"Wait." And then "I will", so says God.
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Re: , on: 2011/3/19 15:23
Quote:
-------------------------prophesy have multiple applications, meanings, not limited to one ere of time.
-------------------------

The LORD has laid on my heart as strongly as ever before, as of yesterday, the parable of the 10 virgins.
We know that when He Returns, the "Brigtness" of His appearing will "destroy those who are destroying the earth" ... so
why would these virgins need lamps, oil and even vessels to carry extra oil? ... is it not for the 'darkness' that preceeds H
is Return?
Yes, that is certainly the logical conclusion of the matter and we're even now entering the days when the foolish will be a
sking the wise for some of their oil ('understanding' or 'light' from the Spirit of Truth) to make it through the very dark da
ys preceeding His coming - when He Lights Up the sky at His Return, just in time to save what flesh is left on earth, "lest
no flesh would survive."
Survive what? - I have to ask some people who's vision is so dimmed (by 'choice') regarding these verses in Scripture re
garding these prophesies that describe the 'events' before He returns.
Here's the answer to them Mat 25:8,9 And the foolish said unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for our lamps are gone out. But the wise answered, sa
ying, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell, and buy for yourselves.

Those who choose to re-translate the very words of Christ about "those days" will be left out in the dark when this world
begins to crumble further, as it is written , and the Saints will not be able to help them at all at some point.
Matthew 25:1-13 - Rev 22:18,19.

Zephaniah 3:5-7 NASB - posted by SHMILY, on: 2011/3/21 2:46
5The LORD is righteous within her;
He will do no injustice.
Every morning He brings His justice to light;
He does not fail.
But the unjust knows no shame.
6Â“I have cut off nations;
Their corner towers are in ruins.
I have made their streets desolate,
With no one passing by;
Their cities are laid waste,
Without a man, without an inhabitant.
7Â“I said, Â‘Surely you will revere Me,
Accept instruction.Â’
So her dwelling will not be cut off
According to all that I have appointed concerning her.
But they were eager to corrupt all their deeds.
Thoughts:
I have been ruminating on this today. Verses 5 & 7 speak of GOD's incredibly great love and desire for us even when w
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e refuse to pay attention.
v5. He is faithful ~ "Every morning He brings His justice to light; He does not fail." Every morning He shows us. He doe
s not fail.
v.7Â“I said, Â‘Surely you will revere Me, accept instruction.Â’ So her dwelling will not be cut off..." There seems a longin
g in His voice. A love that reaches out calling us to heed Him and follow to safety.
Yet "the unjust knows no shame" and "they were eager to corrupt all their deeds." Not only without shame, they were "e
ager" to corrupt their deeds! Even with the examples given in v6.
I am taken back to the attitude in chapter 1 verse 12 again. My loose paraphrase: "So what. What's God gonna do abo
ut it? Nothing. He's not going to do anything."
They will not believe what He says, "'Therefore wait for Me,' declares the Lord ....'for all the earth will be devoured by the
fire of my zeal.'" (v.8) The day of reckoning will come.
Remember in the cartoons where the little bully rolls up his sleeves intent on pounding someone. Then he stalks around
the corner and runs into something. He looks up, and up, and up at this really, really big guy. He swallows hard and mu
mbles, "uh-o" and the next thing you see after the dust clears is what is left of the bully.
Our GOD is ginormous. Those without shame thumbing their nose at Him will come around the corner soon. Then it wil
l be too late.
His desire, and my prayer, is that they would hear his call and turn and repent.

Re: Zephaniah 1: 7, 14 NASB - posted by PassinThru, on: 2011/3/21 11:01
Zephaniah - Pollution of God's House.
This is the rejoicing city that dwelt carelessly, that said in her heart, I am, and there is none beside me: how is she beco
me a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in! every one that passeth by her shall hiss, and wag his hand. Woe to he
r that is filthy and polluted, to the oppressing city! She obeyed not the voice; she received not correction; she trusted not
in the LORD; she drew not near to her God. ... Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted
the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law.
Zephaniah 2:15
Thy prophets have seen vain and foolish things for thee: and they have not discovered thine iniquity, to turn away thy ca
ptivity; but have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment. Lamentations 2:14
They have wandered as blind men in the streets, they have polluted themselves with blood, so that men could not touch
their garments. Lamentations 4:14
Zephaniah was the prophet in the time of Josiah's reign and reformation. The quote above in Zephaniah is the condemn
ation of the apostate priests who were destroyed by Josiah.
The priests polluted the sanctuary!!
Compare these two:
2Ch 36:14 Moreover all the chief of the priests, and the people, transgressed very much after all the abominations of th
e heathen; and polluted the house of the LORD which he had hallowed in Jerusalem.
Zep 3:4 Her prophets are light and treacherous persons: her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violen
ce to the law.
Lamentations 2:14: The prophets have been vain and foolish.
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Zephaniah 3:4: The prophets are light and treacherous persons.
Lamentations 4:14: ...they have polluted themselves with blood.(leading others astray and to destruction).
Zephaniah 3:4: Her priests have polluted the sanctuary, they have done violence to the law (perverted the Word).
Nothing new under heaven. This sounds like today.

Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/21 11:02
More comments on Zeph. 3: 8-11.
How many times do we get impatient with evil around us? We want to take drastic measures to remove its presence fro
m our community. But we can never accomplish it. God is saying "Wait on me. I am going to do it and it will be thorough.
Just be patient and faithful."
Anyones patience in this area been tested lately?
Re: - posted by PassinThru, on: 2011/3/21 18:57
We need to be impatient with evil in our own hearts and take drastic measures to remove it quickly.
You can't really do this in society (other people), except by preaching the Gospel and even then it is the Spirit of God whi
ch draws men and cleanses hearts.
Re: - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/21 20:18
Quote:
-------------------------We need to be impatient with evil in our own hearts and take drastic measures to remove it quickly
-------------------------

So true. Glad you mentioned it.
Zephaniah 3:8-13 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/22 11:22
Zephaniah 3:8-13 NASB
8 Therefore wait for Me,Â” declares the LORD,
Â“For the day when I rise up as a witness.
Indeed, My decision is to gather nations,
To assemble kingdoms,
To pour out on them My indignation,
All My burning anger;
For all the earth will be devoured
By the fire of My zeal.
9 Â“For then I will give to the peoples purified lips,
That all of them may call on the name of the LORD,
To serve Him shoulder to shoulder.
10 Â“From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia
My worshipers, My dispersed ones,
Will bring My offerings.
11 Â“In that day you will feel no shame
Because of all your deeds
By which you have rebelled against Me;
For then I will remove from your midst
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Your proud, exulting ones,
And you will never again be haughty
On My holy mountain.
A Remnant of Israel
12 Â“But I will leave among you
A humble and lowly people,
And they will take refuge in the name of the LORD.
13 Â“The remnant of Israel will do no wrong
And tell no lies,
Nor will a deceitful tongue
Be found in their mouths;
For they will feed and lie down
With no one to make them tremble.Â”
COMMENT:
As I get into this chapter I sense a change in God's mood: as one who is about to reveal a delightful secret. He is reveali
ng the reasons for judgements, calamities: to rid the earth of evil people. (He gave them plenty of chances to repent and
their refusal will earn for them rejection by God.)
God goes on to say how nice life will be after he rids the earth of the proud and haughty (v.11). Consider these character
istics:
1. The people will have purified lips.
2. That all may call upon the LORD. (Notice: one cannot call on the LORD without purified lips. Think about that!)
3. There will be unity among God's people - they will stand shoulder to shoulder. This unity will cross national boundarie
s.
4. They will bring offerings to Him.
5. God will remove the shame they feel for their past sins. (How many today feel shame for their sinful past?)
6. You will not again have to deal with proud and ahaughty people. YES!!!!
7. People around you will be humble and lowly. (Got to begin now but it only happens when the Holy SPirit is in charge.)
8.The remnant of Israel will do no wrong. (Love this Neil? I do.)
9. They will tell no lies.
10. Will not have a deceitful tongue.
1. They will feel safe and nothing will frighten them.
WOW!
I have not known this to be a reality on this earth, so it must be futuristic. Seems to be if we allow this promise to permea
te our spirit, our soul, it should strengthen our resolve to faithfulness. It does me. This is a delight to meditate upon.
Re: Zephaniah 3:14,17 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/23 10:32
Zephaniah 3:14,17 NASB
14Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
17Â“The LORD your God is in your midst,
A victorious warrior.
He will exult over you with joy,
He will be quiet in His love,
He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.
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COMMENT:
Joy. Rejoice.
I love to meditate on this emotion.
The world wants joy but it eludes them. So to compensate they will resort to comedy, music, drugs, perversion, the acqui
sion of things, entertainment because of the rush it gives them only to find themselves in a pursuit of more. For many thi
s pursuit becomes addictive. And there is no lasting peace at all. It is momentarily, at best.
But God's joy! Aaahhh...Joy comes when you have surrendered yourself to His will and allows Him to be the god in your
life: one that allows Him to do his will with no resentment from you..AAAhhhh, yes, joy follows! It is such a delight when
one does not fight God's will.
My mind often goes to the incident where I felt such intense joy, pleasure, the like I never before nor since have experie
nced. And even today it fills me with so much delight. It still thrills! And there are no hangovers, either.
In January 1996 our 25 YO daughter, Regina - a wife and mother to two children - had just died from a glioblastoma, a b
rain cancer. She had fought it for over a year, had been anointed with oil three times. The last six weeks of her life she w
as paralyzed from the waist down, her body was bloated because of steriods, this once very pretty girl now looked ugly.
Two weeks before her passing, the Holy Spirit gave me the verse: "Stand back and see the salvation of the LORD" spok
en by Moses when he and the Israelites came to the Red Sea with water in front and Egyptians behind. Anyhow, I expec
ted the LORD to heal Gina. And he did but not like I expected.
After she died that Sunday afternoon, I went to bed to sleep. Then the LORD gave me a wonderful gift: I relived her life f
room infancy to adulthood. It was like a movie of her life that I was seeing. In viewing this I was filled with incredible joy. I
t was so intense, the like I never experienced before nor since. I was so thankful that God had loaned her to us for 25 ye
ars. She was a gift, a loan from God who could recall her at his will. And I was content with that. I felt really blessed to h
ave been the recipient of that gift. Now it was time to relinquish it, and I did. It was no problem. Ahhh, the joy of the LOR
D. No one can anywhere begin to duplicate it.
In v. 17 it says God will rejoice over you with shouts of joy! Is this not wonderful??!! Sometimes when I read this in my mi
nd it is almost as though God's response is like a child who is filled so so much anticipation of something that delights - a
nd she jumps up and down...
Yes, the world nor anything in it can never produce the joy that comes from God. And He says here that we should shou
t for joy because He is going to deliver his people from the presence of sin!
Does this evoke a sense of joy in our hearts?
Zephaniah 3: 15-17 NASB - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/24 11:01
Zephaniah 3: 15-17 NASB
Shout for joy, O daughter of Zion!
Shout in triumph, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The LORD has taken away His judgments against you,
He has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
You will fear disaster no more.
16In that day it will be said to Jerusalem:
Â“Do not be afraid, O Zion;
Do not let your hands fall limp.
17Â“The LORD your God is in your midst,
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A victorious warrior.
He will exult over you with joy,
He will be quiet in His love,
He will rejoice over you with shouts of joy.
COMMENT:
Shout for joy! and for what reason?
1. God has removed our enemies! YES!!!!
2.God will be in our midst!
a. God will not tolerate the presence of His enemies!
Hallelujah!
3. And God will rejoice over us! He will rejoice with shouts of joy! WOW!!
a. Can you imagine God rejoicing over you??? That God delights in you? Ah, what love...this should make us fall dow
n on our knees in reverence and holy fear...
b. I get this mental picture of God being on the sidelines cheering us on as we race towards the goal!
Can you imagine this being or becoming a reality?
Zephaniah 3: 14-20 - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2011/3/31 10:15
God, using Zephaniah as his spokesman to the Jews and Moabites, had three major complaints against them:
1.Stagnant in spirit - who say in their hearts the LORD will not do good nor evil. 1:12
2.To the Moabites - who taunted God's people and their territory. 2:8,10
3. Accepted no instruction. 3:2
And as a result brought on these actions:
4. Did not trust in the LORD.3:2
5. Their priests were reckless.3:4
6. Their prophets profaned the sanctuary. 3:4
7. Done violence to the Law.3:4
8. The unjust knows no shame.3:5
9. Are eager to corrupt all their deeds. 3:7
Nine complaints.
To live with this mindset in people who are in authority is very intimidating. But God says I will clear away your enemies.
(3:15)
It is so comforting to know that when God pronounces judgement against sin, he does not forget the faithful. He comes a
long as in Zeph. 3:14-20 and speaks wonderful words of promise that comfort. (I understand that this also is speaking al
so of a future restoration of the nation of Israel, but the principle still remains.)
Can we see the spirit of love that is God's in this book?
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