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Â“Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the remainder of wrath shall thou restrain.Â” (Psa. 76:10)

One of the fascinating features of human history is the way in which God makes manÂ’s wrath praise Him. Ever since th
e Fall, man has shaken the fist against God, against His people and against His cause. Instead of judging such wrath on
the spot, the Lord lets it work itself out, harnessing it for His glory and for the blessing of His people.

A group of men devised evil against their brother, selling him to a band of nomads who took him to Egypt. God raised hi
m up to be second in power and the savior of his people. Joseph later reminded his brothers, Â“You meant evil against 
me but God meant it for goodÂ” (Gen. 50:20 NASB).

HamanÂ’s rage against the Jews resulted in his own destruction and in the exaltation of those he sought to destroy.

Three young Hebrews were thrown into a furnace of fire so hot that it consumed those who threw them in. But the Hebre
ws emerged unscathed and without even the smell of smoke on them. The heathen king then decreed death for anyone 
who said a word against the God of the Jews.

Daniel was cast into the den of lions for praying to the God of heaven. But his miraculous deliverance resulted in another
decree by his pagan ruler, demanding reverence and respect for the God of Daniel.

Coming over to the New Testament era, the persecution of the church resulted in the more rapid dissemination of the G
ospel. The martyrdom of Stephen had within it the seeds of SaulÂ’s conversion. The imprisonment of Paul produced fou
r letters that became part of the Holy Bible.

Later, the ashes of John Hus were thrown into the river, and everywhere the river flowed, the Gospel followed shortly the
reafter.

Men tear up the Bible and throw it to the wind, but someone picks up a random page, reads it and is gloriously saved. M
en scoff at the doctrine of ChristÂ’s second coming, and thereby fulfil the prophecy that scoffers will come in the last day
s (2 Pet. 3:3,4).

So God makes the wrath of man to praise HimÂ—and what wonÂ’t praise Him He restrains.
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