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All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/17 2:11
by Kevin Daly
In chapters nine to eleven of his letter to the Romans, the apostle Paul deals with the questions: Â“Did God reject His
people? Had GodÂ’s promises to Israel failed?Â”
"Yes," might be a natural, but unenlightened conclusion in view of PaulÂ’s teachings of the first eight chapters Â–
namely that the Gospel is the only means to salvation for Jew and Gentile alike, and this through faith in Messiah; that th
ose who receive the Spirit are GodÂ’s children and heirs, while those who do not have the Spirit of Christ Â“are none of
His.Â”
Jews who reject the Gospel are excluded by their unbelief from the glorious promises that God made their fathers Â– cut
off from their people and disinherited. It is the severity of this consequence that causes Paul such Â“great sorrow and un
ceasing anguishÂ” and fuels his missionary zeal. Paul would even forfeit his own salvation, if only that should reverse th
eir fate: I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race.
But this could not be. God refused Moses, when he made a similar offer: Â“Whoever has sinned against Me I will blot ou
t of my book.Â” In PaulÂ’s case, it is those who do not believe that Jesus is the one, who Â‘will die in their sins.Â’ I.e. wh
oever Â“does not love the LordÂ” Â– on him the curse will fall.
How do we reconcile GodÂ’s glorious promises to Israel with its tragic apostasy? Paul gives a thorough and systematic
answer.
It is not as though GodÂ’s word had failed
Â“It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. Nor because they are h
is descendants are they all Abraham's childrenÂ” (Rom. 9:6-7).
The fault does not lie with God.
If only Paul could find an unequivocal basis in Scripture for holding God to the universal salvation of his people! But he c
ould not. The meaning of prophecies such as Â‘Israel will be saved by the LORD with an everlasting salvationÂ’ and Â‘i
n the LORD all the descendants of Israel will be found righteous,Â’ was not what many had naively expected.
Despite their widespread unbelief and its tragic consequence, the perception that the Gospel fails to fulfil GodÂ’s word to
Israel, is false. The false perception arises from a simplistic and thus erroneous definition of Â‘IsraelÂ’. From the origins
of the nation, Paul carefully explains why Â“not all who are descended of Israel (Jacob) are IsraelÂ” (Romans 9:6). The
nation was founded on promise and election: Of AbrahamÂ’s eight sons, Isaac alone was born of the promise, thus Isaa
cÂ’s offspring alone were counted as AbrahamÂ’s descendants. Then in IsaacÂ’s generation an election took place: Isa
acÂ’s sons were born of the same mother and father and had near identical DNA (being twins). Yet, Jacob was chosen
and Esau not. Â“Jacob I loved, but Esau I hatedÂ”.
These events established criteria that continue to apply through-out the nation's history. The true Israel is always the fait
hful part and never the unfaithful part, the elected part and not the rejected part. Simple ethnicity does not define the peo
ple of God.
Two pots out of one lump of clay
Â“Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for honourable use and another for dis
honourable use?Â” (Romans 9:21)
The descendents of Jacob (the one lump of clay) had two divergent roles, as illustrated in the potter allegory taken from
Jeremiah 18 and 19. Jeremiah saw that the potter intended one type of vessel with the clay, but ended up forming anoth
er when the clay buckled in His hands. Jeremiah was then told to purchase the hardened vessel from the potter and sym
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bolically shatter it at the valley of Ben Hinnom. Â“Then Â… say to them: Â‘This is what the Lord Almighty says: I will sma
sh this nation and this city just as the potterÂ’s jar is smashed and cannot be repaired.Â’Â” Clearly this prophecy could
not and did not apply to the whole nation.
The hardened jar in JeremiahÂ’s prophecy corresponds with those of JacobÂ’s descendents reserved for dishonourable
use, i.e. Â“the objects of GodÂ’s wrath Â– prepared for destructionÂ” (Romans 9:22).
The hardening was deliberate and for a purpose (though not arbitrary), as illustrated in GodÂ’s dealings with Pharaoh. Â
“For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: Â‘I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that
my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.Â’" (Romans 9:17; cf. Exodus 9:16)
Opposition creates the opportunity for GodÂ’s mighty acts to be displayed in the eyes of men. Just as PharaohÂ’ resista
nce gave rise to the glorious deliverance from Egypt, so also the JewsÂ’ hardening against GodÂ’s ultimate liberation pl
an, precipitated the Event that brought redemption to the world. On account of the hardened among Jacob's descendent
s, YHVHÂ’s Most Glorious Salvation was accomplished on the cross, and became known in all the earth.
GodÂ’s elect
Â“What then? What Israel sought so earnestly it did not obtain, but the elect did. The others were hardened.Â” (Romans
11:7)
To demonstrate that His sovereign choice is not based on works (mitzvoth or legal observances), God elected Jacob an
d rejected Esau before their birth, i.e. before either of them Â“had done anything good or badÂ”.
To the Jews who hoped for salvation through the Law Â– i.e. who relied on the promise in Leviticus 18:5 that he who do
es these things will live by them Â– Paul responded that all had Â“sinned and fallen short of GodÂ’s gloryÂ”. Consequen
tly, Â“no one will be declared righteous in GodÂ’s sight by observing the LawÂ”.
But the Torah contains a further promise of life, being: Â“the LORD is your lifeÂ”. On breaking the Law and Covenant, Is
rael was left with only one basis of assurance - being in God Himself, who is by nature grace, mercy, love and forgivene
ss (but who, in righteousness, does not 'leave sin unpunished'). It was this assurance that Moses sought in Exodus 33 a
nd then obtained.
Â“Then Moses said, Â‘I pray thee, show me thine gloryÂ’. And He said, Â‘I will make all my goodness pass before you, a
nd I will proclaim the name of the LORD before you; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy
on whom I will show mercyÂ’Â” (Exodus 33:18-19).
While the whole nation could strive for GodÂ’s glory by obeying the Law, only those to whom He was gracious, and thos
e on whom He chose to have mercy, would receive it by the revelation of His Person.
This was especially true in PaulÂ’s own time: Since Israel had shamefully and persistently transgressed the Law, the La
w required IsraelÂ’s destruction, rather than its salvation. Not one could claim righteousness through the Law! Israel wa
s wholly dependent on life from God Â– and this life was given by the revelation of God in Messiah.
It is thus in the Lord Â– not in the Law Â– that all the descendents of Israel would be found righteous (Isaiah 45:25). I.e.
those descendents who obtain righteousness in Him Â– those upon whom He has compassion, and to whom He grants
mercy.
Nor would those chosen to see the essence of the GodÂ’s Being, the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the fa
ce of Messiah, come from the narrow confines of what was regarded as Â‘IsraelÂ’ in popular understanding. God had m
ade further promises, to which He would also remain faithful.
Those to whom God had said, Â“you are not my peopleÂ” (Romans 9:25) were the ten northern tribes who had prostitut
ed themselves in the days of Hosea the prophet, and were subsequently conquered by the Assyrians, and scattered am
ong the nations in 730 BC. Yet God had promised, prophetically, Â“in the place in which it is said to them, Â‘you are not
my peopleÂ’ it shall be said to them Â‘sons of the living GodÂ’Â”. As the gospel spread through the nations of the disper
sion, many lost sons of Israel were made righteous by faith in Messiah and thus became Â– Â‘sons of the living GodÂ’.
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While a small number of the dispersed offspring of the northern tribes had maintained their distinct ethnicity, most had b
een wholly assimilated, and were not known to anyone except God as JacobÂ’s seed and the beneficiaries of HoseaÂ’s
prophecy. Many of the Gentiles receiving the righteousness of God, were in fact descendents of the ten northern tribes r
eceiving their promised restoration. These, also, on account of GodÂ’s faithfulness were heirs to the sure mercies promi
sed to David.
The remnant of grace
The notion of a remnant originates in the Law of Moses: Â“I will not reject them or abhor them so as to destroy them co
mpletelyÂ”.
GodÂ’s righteous judgment would never be so severe, as to render the fulfillment of His promises impossible. I.e. GodÂ’
s faithfulness necessitates His mercy.
Â“If we are faithless, He will remain faithful, for He cannot disown himself.Â” (2 Timothy 2:23)

GodÂ’s Â‘noble purposeÂ’ for Israel would certainly be accomplished, even if the bulk of that nation fell under pride and
came under His judgment. For GodsÂ’ gifts and His call are irrevocable (Romans 11:29). GodÂ’s faithfulness concerned
not only the blessing to Abraham, but also the blessing through Abraham: Â“I will make you into a great nation and I will
bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing Â… and all peoples on earth will be blessed through y
ouÂ”.
GodÂ’s faithful servant, the remnant of grace, was charged to fulfill this calling:
Â“It is too small a thing for you to be my servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and bring back those of Israel I have kept.
I will also make you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring my salvation to the ends of the earth.Â”

In another of his letters, Paul explains: Â“He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the
Gentiles through Christ Jesus Â…Â”. The gospel age is the time in which Â“many nations will be joined with the LORD
Â… and will become My people.Â”
Â“I will record Rahab and Babylon among those who acknowledge Me, Philistia too, and Tyre, along with Cush, and will
say, `This one was born in Zion.' Indeed, of Zion it will be said, Â‘This one and that one were born in her, and the Most H
igh himself will establish her.Â’ The LORD will write in the register of the peoples: Â‘This one was born in Zion.Â’Â” (Psal
m 87:4-6)

The mystery of salvation
Â“Just as you who were at one time disobedient to God have now received mercy as a result of their disobedience, so th
ey too have now become disobedient in order that they too may now receive mercy as a result of God's mercy to you.Â”
(Romans 11:30-31)
The dual processes working concurrently in PaulÂ’s time, namely the falling away of part of Israel, and the incorporation
of faithful Gentiles, was not GodÂ’s final say on salvation.
GodÂ’s mercy extended even to those of JacobÂ’s descendents who were cut off because of unbelief. The enormity of t
his grace is beyond human understanding. Despite their enmity toward God, and their opposition to the Gospel, they cou
ld yet look to Him whom they had pierced, and receive mercy if they would repent and believe! And this because of God'
s love, on account of the patriarchs. Paul Â– once a violent opponent of God Â– counts himself a beneficiary of this 'rem
nant of grace'.
How the hardening and resistance of Israel Â“in partÂ” would cause the spread of GodÂ’s renown Â– in the typology of
Pharaoh Â– and lead to the salvation of the Gentiles, was only half of PaulÂ’s mystery. The second half was how the sal
vation of the Gentiles would lead to a further remnant from among the cut off members of Israel. This mystery comes fro
m the song of Moses:
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Â“They made me jealous by what is no god and angered me with their worthless idols.I will make them jealous by those
who are not a people; I will make them angry by a nation that has no understanding Â…
See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will he
al, and no one can deliver out of my handÂ” (Deuteronomy 32: 21, 39)

The later prophets also alluded to Gentiles becoming GodÂ’s vehicle for the salvation of the Jews (see Isaiah 66:20 and
Zephaniah 3:9-10).
Thus, Paul rightly asks:
Â“Did Israel not understand? First, Moses says, Â‘I will make you jealous by those who are not a nation; I will make you
angry by a nation that has no understanding.Â’ And Isaiah boldly says, Â‘I was found by those who did not seek me; I re
vealed myself to those who did not ask for me.Â’ But concerning Israel He says, Â‘All day long I have held out my hands
to a disobedient and obstinate people.Â’Â” (Romans 10:21)
Using JeremiahÂ’s analogy of Israel as an olive tree, Paul explains the cutting off of unfaithful branches of natural stock
and the grafting into Israel of those formerly excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the pr
omise who had now received the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ, and stand in faith. The
grafting-in of Gentiles would in turn provoke some of the cut off branches to jealousy, so that those would repent of their
unbelief and be grafted back into Israel, receiving life from the dead.
It is for this critical reason that Gentile converts should not become arrogant over cut off branches of natural stock, whos
e very salvation depends on the faithful witness of Gentile believers. These cut off branches are sanctified by God and
may yet receive mercy Â‘as a result of GodÂ’s mercy to youÂ’.
This is the mystery of salvation.
And so all Israel will be saved
Paul concludes his discourse with a final assurance that GodÂ’s purposes in redemption will be accomplished.
"I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has experienced a h
ardening in part until the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will be saved Â…" (Romans 11:25-26)

Two things will persist until Israel has fully accomplished her prophetic mission (i.e. to be the source of blessing to all nat
ions): (i) the hardness in part of the natural offspring, and (ii) GodÂ’s mercy to those cut off branches who repent.
Paul adapts a prophecy of Isaiah to confirm this: The deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn godlessness away from J
acob (Romans 11:26). While Isaiah prophesied that Â‘the Redeemer shall come to Zion,Â’ Paul now speaks of the conti
nuing outward spreading of salvation from Zion. While at his coming, the Redeemer was received by Â‘those in Jacob w
ho repent of their sins,Â’ the Gospel will henceforth be the cause of the repentance (i.e. Â“will turn godlessness away fr
om JacobÂ”).
"And so ... " (&#959;&#965;&#788;&#769;&#964;&#969; in the Greek), meaning Â“in this mannerÂ” and not Â“at that tim
eÂ”, "all Israel will be saved." I.e. as the result of the processes that Paul has so carefully described, and not subsequen
t to them, all those destined for salvation will be brought in.
Â“All IsraelÂ” is simply the sum and product of the various processes described in relation to the Olive Tree, namely (i) t
hose natural branches that remained faithful, (ii) Gentiles grafted into the covenant nation and (iii) cut off branches that
were provoked to jealousy and grafted back in again. This includes faithful men and women of all generations to which t
he Gospel is preached.
While we rejoice at the hope of an extensive re-grafting of natural stock as we near the end, this cannot come except as
the result of a faithful witness to the Jews at the present time. We cannot bank on any special salvation for those who fai
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l to obey the Gospel and come to the Cross before the Lord returns in glory. This is clear from PaulÂ’s instruction to the
Thessalonians:
Â“God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you and give relief to you who are troubled, and to us as well
. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. He will punish th
ose who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with everlasting destruct
ion and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the majesty of his power on the day he comes to be glorified in
his holy people and to be marveled at among all those who have believed.Â” (2 Thessalonians 1:6-10)
IsraelÂ’s righteousness or GodÂ’s?
The nation Israel was destined to show forth GodÂ’s righteousness. Thus when God said, on account of IsraelÂ’s unfait
hfulness, Â‘I will scatter you among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you. Your land will be laid waste,
and your cities will lie in ruins,Â’ Israel would demonstrate GodÂ’s righteousness by suffering that fate. Conversely, wher
e God makes a way for repentance and restoration, Israel vindicates God by accepting that way. E.g. Daniel, at the end
of the Babylonian exile fulfilled GodÂ’s conditions for restoration, as contained in Leviticus 26:40 and Jeremiah 29:13.
Faithful Jews always understood this purpose. The faithful Jew, in the spirit of the Old Testament prophet, would always
seek to show forth GodÂ’s righteousness, even at the expense of his people. When Moses prayed for mercy, it was to pr
eserve the integrity of GodÂ’s Name.
The unbelieving Jew, however, seeks to establish his own righteousness, expecting God's acknowledgement and rewar
d. From this perspective, it is not IsraelÂ’s purpose to vindicate God, but GodÂ’s duty to vindicate Israel. The prophet Isa
iah spoke of this when he said: Â‘You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay!Â’
It was on the basis of this distinction that so many of Jacob's descendants forfeited salvation: Â‘Since they did not know
the righteousness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousnessÂ’
(Romans 10:3).
The Cross was the ultimate vindication of God, showing forth His mercy without compromising His justice. (Even in the j
udgment that came on Israel forty years later, God is vindicated. Both the Law and Prophets required it, and in not fulfilli
ng it, God is rendered unfaithful to His word.)
Jesus divides the descendants of Jacob on this criterion. Those who uphold GodÂ’s righteousness will believe in Jesus.
Those who seek their own, will reject him. Concerning this, God revealed ahead of time: Â“See, I lay in Zion a stone that
causes men to stumble and rock that makes them fall, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.Â”
Ironically, it is those who choose to vindicate God who are then made right by Him. This righteousness comes by faith fo
r all who believe.
In a further irony the same Â‘stumbling stoneÂ’ is now tripping up Gentile believers who hold that the Cross is unnecess
ary for Jewish salvation, and thus seek a vindication of the Jews at the expense of GodÂ’s righteousness.
Just as GodÂ’s judgment will never render His promises impossible, so too His faithfulness will never be at the expense
of His righteousness. Only at the Cross are all GodÂ’s attributes in perfect harmony, and only at the Cross does Israel vi
ndicate God.
Doxology
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable His judgments, and His paths bey
ond tracing out! Who has known the mind of the Lord? Or has been His counsellor? Who has ever given to God, that Go
d should repay him? For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things.To Him be the glory forever! Amen.
(Romans 11:33-36)
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------Romans 1:16.
Romans 3:24.
Romans 8:16-17.
Romans 8:9.
Matthew 8:10-12; Acts 3:23.
Exodus 32:33.
John 8:24.
1 Corinthians 16:22.
Isaiah 45:17,25.
Gen. 25:1; Gen. 21:12 Â– through Isaac your seed will be reckoned. Isaac stands in the typology of Messiah, in whom
are the children of promise (Gal. 4:28), those Â‘found in himÂ’ (Phil. 3:9) being the Â‘Israel of GodÂ’ (Gal. 6:16).
Malachi 1:2; Romans 9:13.
Jeremiah 19:11
Genesis 25:23; Romans 9:11.
Romans 3:23.
Romans 3:20.
Deuteronomy 30:20.
Exodus 34:6-7.
John Gill explains it as follows: Â“notwithstanding the children of Israel had sinned against Him in such a manner as th
ey had, yet He should show favour, grace, and mercy to them, in pardoning their sins; and it should be distributed, not a
ccording to any merits of theirs, but according to His sovereign will and pleasure, and not to all, but to whomsoever He t
hought fit; and in this would be seen His glory: and so it is with respect to grace and mercy, as displayed in Christ to sinf
ul men; it is not in proportion to their deserts, but according to the purpose and good will of God, and that not unto all, bu
t unto some whom He has appointed Â…Â” (Gill on Exodus 33:19).
Leviticus 26, Deuteronomy 28.
Who was the image of the invisible God and the exact representation of His Being.
See this verse in context: Â“Turn to Me, and be saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am God, and there is no other. I h
ave sworn by Myself, the word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, and shall not return, that to Me every knee s
hall bow, every tongue shall confess. He says, Only in the LORD do I have righteousness and strength; even to Him he
comes Â… In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel be justified, and shall glory.Â”
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2 Corinthians 4:6.
Hosea 1:9; Romans 9:25.
Hosea 1:10; Romans 9:26.
Leviticus 26:24.
Genesis 12:2-3.
Isaiah 49:6; cf. Acts 13:47.
Galatians 3:14.
Zechariah 12:11.
Â“The LORD called you a thriving olive tree with fruit beautiful in form. But with the roar of a mighty storm he will set it o
n fire, and its branches will be broken. The LORD Almighty, who planted you, has decreed disaster for you, because the
house of Israel and the house of Judah have done evil and provoked me to anger by burning incense to Baal. (Jeremiah
11:16-17)
Ephesians 2:12
Â“If we overlook the obvious truth that unbelieving Israel are cut off and spiritually dead in their transgressions and sins
, we can in no way identify with PaulÂ’s anguish and his unceasing burden for those of his own race. Unless we perceiv
e the tragic consequences of the falling of Israel we will not be inspired to preach the gospel in the face of fierce oppositi
on and stubborn resistance.Â” (Peter Cohen, The Mystery of the Olive Tree). Cf. Deuteronomy 32:29.
The phrase rendered 'until' (archis hou) is essentially terminative ... Too often 'until' has been understood as marking t
he beginning of a new state of things with regard to Israel. It has hardly been considered that 'until' more naturally shoul
d be interpreted as reaching an eschatological termination point. The phrase implies not a new beginning after a termina
tion, but the continuation of a circumstance until the end ..." (O. Palmer Robertson, The Israel of God, P&R Publishing,
New Jersey, 2000, pp. 179 - 180).
Isaiah 59:20.
ibid.
Of the approximately 205 times in which the word houtos occurs in the New Testament, not once does it have a tempor
al significance. Paul easily enough coulf have said kai tote, 'and then.' But instead he says quite specifically kai houtos, '
and in this manner.' See Arndt and Gingrich, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament, 602. Outside of the verse
under consideration, Paul himself uses the term approximately seventy times. All of these uses are nontemporal, includi
ng the four cases in Romans 9 to 11. Several passages may be cited in an effort to establish a temporal meaning for kai
houtos. The leading ones include John 4:6; Acts 17:33; 20:11; 28:14. But in each of these cases a nontemporal meaning
provides a better rendering (O. Palmer Roberston, op. cit., pp. 181-182 and footnote 7).
Numbers 14:13-16.
Isaiah 29:16.
Romans 9:33, citing Isaiah 8:14, 28:16.
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I love Happy Endings!, on: 2011/5/17 2:51

When He Returns - at the battle of Armeggedon - 'after' and involving the AntiChrist's reign -

Zec 12:8 In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; and he that is feeble among them at that day
shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as the angel of the LORD before them.
Zec 12:9 And it shall come to pass in that day, that I will seek to destroy all the nations that come against Jerusalem.
Zec 12:10 And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of sup
plications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his
only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.
Zec 12:11 In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem, as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the "valley of M
egiddon".
Zec 12:12 And the land shall mourn, every family apart; the family of the house of David apart, and their wives apart; th
e family of the house of Nathan apart, and their wives apart;
Zec 12:13 The family of the house of Levi apart, and their wives apart; the family of Shimei apart, and their wives apart;
Zec 12:14 All the families that remain, every family apart, and their wives apart.
And on to chpt 13 & 14 .... to the Happy Ending.

Rev 1:7 Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: and all kindred
s of the earth shall wail because of Him. Even so, Amen.

Mustn't forget those of Rev 7:3-8 neither.
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/17 16:22

I thought this was a good article.

Some thoughts on the import of the cross of Christ for the salvation of Jews.
The whole Church is entirely dependent upon the RESURRECTED Christ, who by the Holy Spirit is made real to all
believers.
Paul said: Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet
now henceforth know we no more. 2 Corinthians 5:16.
The temptation is to assume this is a reference to 'Israel after the flesh', because we think of 'flesh' as 'natural'.
But is this really what we experience?
Are we IN Christ - the natural man walking on earth?
No. A natural relationship to Jesus won't save us either.
This is why Paul warned Timothy against 'endless genealogies' - because they didn't prove that a Jew was saved. They
only proved that he'd been related to Jesus Christ 'after the flesh'.
Titus 3:9 But avoid FOOLISH questions, and GENEALOGIES, and contentions, and strivings about the law; for they are
UNPROFITABLE AND VAIN.
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In several places in the gospels, the fact that people knew Joseph and Mary His mother, seemed to throw them off belie
ving that He could be the Christ, but after His resurrection, when he'd explained the scriptures to the disciples in the light
of His victory, they understood. Luke 24:46.

Peter refers to David in his sermon on the day of Pentecost, opening up scripture in a remarkable way to the understand
ing of a huge crowd, affirming Jesus' credentials as the Messiah, and showing how David had prophesied about THE R
ESURRECTION of his descendant, Christ, of which they (the hundred and twenty) were all witnesses.

In John 12:20 - 31, we read:
And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: the same came therefore to Philip, whi
ch was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: an
d again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus.
And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto y
ou, Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. He that l
oveth his life shall lose it; and he that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any man serve me, let hi
m follow me; and where I am, there shall also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will Father honour.
Now is my soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but for this cause came I unto this hour.
Father, glorify thy name. Then came there a voice from heaven, , I have both glorified , and will glorify again.
The people therefore, that stood by, and heard , said that it thundered: others said, An angel spake to him. Jesus answe
red and said, This voice came not because of me, but for your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the pr
ince of this world be cast out.'

We see above, that Jesus associated His forthcoming death with 'a corn of wheat' falling into the ground that 'MUST DIE
' if it is to bring forth the kind of life which bears 'much fruit'. He repeats His promises about 'much fruit' to His disciples i
n John 15, possible ONLY if they ABIDE IN Him, having NO LIFE OF THEIR OWN.

Paul returns to pictures of resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:16 For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: 17 and if
Christ be not raised, your faith vain; ye are yet in your sins. 18 Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are peris
hed. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.
20 But NOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD, BECOME THE FIRSTFRUITS OF THEM THAT SLEPT. 21 For sin
ce by man death, by man also the resurrection of the dead.
V 9 is a truly remarkable admission by John, because Jesus had told them. I found seven separate references between
Matthew, Mark and Luke.

1 Corinthians 15:35 But some will say, How are the dead raised up? and with what body do they come?
36 fool, THAT WHICH THOU SOWEST IS NOT QUICKENED EXCEPT IT DIE: 37 and that which thou sowest, thou so
west not that body that shall be, but bare grain, it may chance of wheat, or of some other : 38 but God giveth it a body as
it hath pleased him, and to every seed his own body.
42 So also the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: 43 it is sown in dishonour; it i
s raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it is raised in power: 44 it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body... 5
0 Now this I say, brethren, that FLESH AND BLOOK CANNOT INHERIT THE KINGDOM OF GOD; neither doth corrupti
on inherit incorruption.'
I think we all have to admit that if we could be saved without having to give up sinful impulses, we would try to be. In His
goodness, God makes that IMPOSSIBLE.
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True, we don't have a resurrection body yet, but we CAN have spiritual victory over sin and death.
That's why Peter and Paul teach about dealing with the flesh, as Jesus did, saying, Verily, verily, I say unto you, whosoe
ver committeth sin is the servant of sin. John 8:34
1 Peter 2:24 Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, SHOULD LIVE UN
TO RIGHTEOUSNESS: by whose stripes ye were healed
1 Peter 4:2 That he no longer should live the rest of time in the flesh to the lusts of men, but TO THE WILL OF GOD.
Romans 6:12, 13 - Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield
ye your members instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, AS THOSE THAT ARE ALIV
E FROM THE DEAD, and your members instruments of righteousness unto God.

The use of trees in scripture first to speak of life and death, and then to depict individuals, kings, nations and cultures, w
as well established before they were used by Jesus in His earthly ministry.
Before everything Paul says about the olive tree, he brings up again that unbelieving Israel is as the prodigal son, from t
he Father's point of view.
Luke 15:24
For this MY SON WAS DEAD, and IS ALIVE AGAIN;
he was lost, and is found. And they began to be merry.
Luke 15:32
It was meet that we should make merry, and be glad:
for this THY BROTHER WAS DEAD, and IS ALIVE AGAIN;
and was lost, and is found.

Romans 11:15 For if the casting away of them the reconciling of the world, what the receiving , but LIFE FROM THE D
EAD?

In Exodus 4:22 And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel my son, my firstborn:
In going to the grave for Israel, Jesus Christ the firstborn, wrought their redemption eternally. No-one can escape that a
spiritual death (death to sin) must be negotiated before we can be accepted, or accounted righteous in Christ.
The 'natural branches' are presently enjoying the pleasures of sin (Egypt). Those of Israel who come to themself, recog
nising their need of the Saviour from sin, recognising their deadness, can indeed be grafted back into their 'own olive tre
e', through faith in Christ who is alive.
16 For if the firstfruit holy, the lump also : and if the root holy, so the branches.
JOhn 4:22 Ye worship ye know not what: we know what we worship: FOR SALVATION IS OF THE JEWS. 23 But the h
our cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh
such to worship him. 24 God a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship in spirit and in truth.
1 Peter 2:2 As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby: 3 if so be ye have tasted t
hat the Lord gracious. 4 To whom coming, a living stone, disallowed indeed of men, but chosen of God, precious, 5 ye
also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ.
6 Wherefore also it is contained in the scripture, Behold, I lay in Sion a chief corner stone, elect, precious: and he that be
lieveth on him shall not be confounded. 7 Unto you therefore which believe precious: but unto them which be disobedie
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nt, the stone which the builders disallowed, the same is made the head of the corner, 8 and a stone of stumbling, and a r
ock of offence, which stumble at the word, being disobedient: whereunto also they were appointed.

Zechariah 6:12 And speak unto him, saying, Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Behold the man whose name T
he BRANCH; and he shall grow up out of HIS place, and HE SHALL BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD:
Psalm 127:1 Except the LORD build the house, they labour in vain that build it: except the LORD keep the city, the watc
hman waketh in vain.

Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them t
hat dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11 - posted by rookie (), on: 2011/5/18 10:38
Quote:
-------------------------It was on the basis of this distinction that so many of Jacob's descendants forfeited salvation: Â‘Since they did not know the righteo
usness that comes from God and sought to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousnessÂ’ (Romans 10:3).
-------------------------

This author does a good work explaining that in every generation there were those who did "submit to God's righteousne
ss." Those who "forfeited salvation" did not submit.
So what is the difference between these two groups?
Faith in Christ in the Old Testament, on: 2011/5/18 13:21
Here is an excellent debate about Â“Faith in Christ in the Old TestamentÂ” by Dr. Paul Blackham vs Dr. Graeme Goldsw
orthy
Very well done and extremely enlightening.
Dr Blackham starts off.
http://www.theologian.org.uk/bible/blackham.html
Dr. Goldsworthy response:
http://www.theologian.org.uk/bible/goldsworthy.html
Maybe, after you have read it, we can discuss it together.
A777

Re: Faith in Christ in the Old Testament, on: 2011/5/18 17:38
Here are some quotes from Goldsworthy that I thought were noteworthy. :-)
Forth Point
The fourth point is just to raise a number of questions which come up as I hear you talk and as I read the stuff that youÂ’
ve written that I would want to put to you and say, Â“Well OK, thatÂ’s fine, I can understand the logic of what youÂ’re sa
ying but I would really want to hear you out on some of these. So I have numbered these A-G.
a) When was this full revelation of Christ first given? Who got it first? You seem to mention Adam and Eve. If it is Ada
m and Eve, what is the point of what is then revealed in terms of the history of Israel and so on?
b) If the OT saints knew the full gospel truth about Jesus Christ and salvation, why donÂ’t they say so? It just isnÂ’t the
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re. Exegetically it simply isnÂ’t there. What you do find is all the stuff about the Law and about the promises to Abraha
m and about the promised land and the temple and Davidic kingship and so on. It just is not true to say that Christ is the
re in the same way as he is there in the NT revelation. Or to put it another way, I would suggest that no-one could have
written the ApostleÂ’s Creed or constructed a full-blown Christian theology using the OT alone. Which leads me on to...
c) Why does Paul Blackham need to use the NT to arrive at his position if it is explicit, because it seems to me thatÂ’s w
hat he is doing. One of the articles that I have is making the very strong point that youÂ’re simply taking the NT approac
h to the OT. So my question is why do you need to use the NT to arrive at this position if itÂ’s so explicit in the OT? Wh
y donÂ’t you just dump the NT?
d) If the laws and ceremonies ceased because of the incarnation (and IÂ’ve always said that the health laws and dietary
laws in the OT which are sometimes read as health laws passed away and ceased to have any function not because of t
he invention of the refrigerator but because of the coming of Christ in the flesh) why were they there at all if the significa
nce of the incarnation was known at the start? Why cloud the issue with all that stuff if the revelation is not progressive?
e) I worry about this flat approach and what it will do to the historicity of the gospel. Please hear me, IÂ’m not suggestin
g in any way that you are going to one day catapult yourselves into docetic Catholicism. But as one myself who stands
on the shoulders of the Ante-Nicene fathers in many respects, I recognize that many of them got lost in Nestorianism. In
other words, the implications of what weÂ’re saying can lead us towards a position which is less than biblical, and I worr
y about what seems to me to be a very flat approach to the historicity of the gospel. If itÂ’s all there at the beginning wh
at is the point of this whole process of salvation history which you have expressed great acceptance of? I would want to
discuss that with you.
f) I worry about the way this seems to downplay the significance of the incarnation as GodÂ’s final revelation.
To get the full import, I would advise reading Paul Blackham's stance and Goldworthy's rebuttal.

Re: - posted by rookie (), on: 2011/5/19 6:51
I read both articles concerning Christ in the OT. And again it is good to see that there are those who recognize in a mor
e fuller sense the work of Christ throughout the entirety of Scripture. With that said, what is missing from their discussio
n is the means by which the good news or salvation is accomplished in those who live by faith.
Back to the original article...how does someone "forfeit salvation"?
And the reverse of that is...how does someone "submit to God's righteousness?"
Re: , on: 2011/5/19 8:23
This is all cleared up once one realizes that Jesus is Jehovah.
Read your OT (KJV), and look for LORD and GOD in all caps, in nearly every reference it is clearly the Son of God refer
red to. There are only a few cases where one could consider it ambiguous.
Abraham looked forward to the first coming of Christ (just as we look forward to the second), and we look backward to th
e first coming of Christ. Neither of us have seen the day, but our 2000 year looks in either direction to the work of Christ i
s what saved us both.

OJ
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Re: , on: 2011/5/19 8:28
Another way to see it. Considering John 1:18, who did Abraham see in Gen 17:1? Who can/has been seen, who cannot/
has not been seen? God the Father or God the Son?
ETA
Probably better add John 5:37 and John 6:46 as witnesses to John 1:18.

OJ
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/19 10:30
Hi Joe,
Not sure where you're going with 'Jehovah', so am quoting from an old post of mine for quickness. I've included the
other names which were in that post, as they add clarity.

'Here are the extracts from Newberry. I am not quoting each section in full, just the parts pertaining to the Hebrew words,
and where there is a tense connected which adds to the meaning. I hope you find them as illuminating as I did.
ELOAH
God singular, from Ahlah, to worship, to adore, presents God as the one supreme object of worship, the Adorable One.
ELAH, or Elahah
corresponds to Eloah in Chaldee
(Ezra, Daniel, and one verse in Jeremiah).
ELOHIM
God, plural of Eloah, occurs about 2500 times first in Gen 1:1. Here it is joined to a verb in the singluar "God (Elohim,
plural) created" (singular) - showing Trinity acting in unity.
Note from me: Elohim is not limited to three. I believe the Hebrew indicates more than two, and, there is a name which in
dicates only two - not sure which. See the seven spirits of God in Revelation, and the stone with seven eyes in Zecharia
h. There's more, but I can't expound it.) Anyone, if I'm mistaken, please challenge with a correction. Thanks.
JEHOVAH
The Lord. The title Jehovah occurs about 7600 times but it is generally rendered 'the Lord', and only occasionally 'Jehov
ah'. I can give you references for these occurences if you want them.
It first occurs, in connection with Elohim, in Gen 2:4. and alone, Gen 4:1, 3.
The signification is - He that always was, that always is, and that ever is to come. (Rev 1:4).
It is a combination in marvellous perfection of the three periods of existence in one word, the future, the present and the
past.
First Yehi "he will be", long tense
Second Hove "being", participle,
Third Hahyah "he was", short tense.
YEH(i)(h)OV(a)(hahy)AH. Yehovah or Jehovah.

EHYEH ASHER AHYEH - I am that I am
Leterally "I will be that I will be". But as the so-called future or long tense expresses not simply the future, but also and e
specially continuance, the force is, "I continue to be, and will be, what I continue to be, and will be"
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EL SHADDAY
God Almighty, or God All-Sufficient. El, God singular, Shadday, plural, either from Shaddid, almighty, strong or from SH
ADDAY, the breasts.
This title combines the singular title El, with the plural title Shadday.'

Re: , on: 2011/5/19 11:55
Here is where I am going. When the word Jehovah is used it almost always refers to the Son of God. As I said before, th
ere are a few places where it is ambiguous, but in general the thousands of times it is used it is referring to the second p
erson of the Trinity, the eternal Son of God, the LORD Jesus Christ.
OJ
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/19 13:41
Quote:
-------------------------Here is where I am going. When the word Jehovah is used it almost always refers to the Son of God. As I said before, there are a fe
w places where it is ambiguous, but in general the thousands of times it is used it is referring to the second person of the Trinity, the eternal Son of Go
d, the LORD Jesus Christ.
-------------------------

What makes you single the Son out of the Godhead in this one name?
Re: , on: 2011/5/19 14:34
Study it through, who did Abraham see in Gen 17:1? Father, Son, or Holy Spirit? Or likewise, who is "the word of the Lor
d"? There is so much more! This is what it means when the Bible says Jesus is Lord.
His full title "LORD Jesus Christ" represents the Son of God in His three ministrations:
LORD- the Son of God in the OT
Jesus- the incarnate Son in His earthly ministry
Christ- the resurrected and anointed Son of God
OJ
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/19 15:20

Hi Joe,
Thanks for your reply.
Genesis 17:1 And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, YHVH appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the S
HADDAY EL; walk before me, and be thou perfect.
2 And I will make my covenant between me and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly.
3 And Abram fell on his face: and ELOHIYM talked with him, saying,

All the way to the end of the chapter, only ELOHIYM is named.

EDIT: In Deuteronomy 4, there are TWENTY references similar to 'YHVH thy ELOHIYM' - like, 'YHVH your ELOHIYM', '
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YHVH my ELOHIYM'.
This is the last one:
40 Thou shalt keep therefore his statutes, and his commandments, which I command thee this day, that it may go well w
ith thee, and with thy children after thee, and that thou mayest prolong thy days upon the earth, which YHVH thy ELOHI
YM giveth thee, for ever.

Re: , on: 2011/5/19 17:56
Ah yes, but considering John 1:18 and the others mentioned, who did Abraham see?
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/19 19:05
Hi Joe,
I guess I don't think it's that simple. There is nothing in the meaning of Jehovah which limits him to 'the Son', because
Elohiym is the plural of Eloah.
John 1:18
No man hath seen ELOHIYM at any time, the only begotten Son, which IS IN the bosom of the Father, he hath declared
him.

I do think that there is more going on in John 1:18 than that John saying no-one has seen ELOHIYM.
The use of the title 'only begotten Son' carries both the uniqueness of Jesus Christ, and, Him being 'the brightness of gl
ory, and the express image of Elohiym's person.' (Heb 1:3)
This Son is like His Father - to the extent that the Son can say 'I and my Father are ONE'. Indeed, He left His glory to co
me as a Man, but without losing any of His nature as being One with Elohiym.

John 1
29 The next day John seeth YAHSHUA coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of ELOHIYM, which taketh away t
he sin of the world.
34 And I saw, and bare record that this is the Son of ELOHIYM.
49 Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of ELOHIYM; thou art the King of Israel.

Exodus 24:9 Then went up Moses, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders of Israel:
10 And THEY SAW the ELOHIYM of Israel: and there was under his feet as it were a paved work of a sapphire stone, a
nd as it were the body of heaven in his clearness.
11 And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid not his hand: also they saw ELOHIYM, and did eat and drink.

Now here (at Sinai) Elohiym was almost invisible (clearness) but they SAW that 'clearness'.
The point John identifies with his comment is that of Elohiym's better-defined appearance and nature (grace and truth),
which was evident upon meeing Jesus Christ in person.
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Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11 - posted by davidc (), on: 2011/5/19 19:27
A777. Sorry, going back to Kevin Daleys interpretation of Romans 9 - 11. He writes:
"While we rejoice at the hope of an extensive re-grafting of natural stock as we near the end, this cannot come except as
the result of a faithful witness to the Jews at the present time"
Is this extensive regrafting, or revival among the Jews in the last days just a personal hope of the writer, or are there scri
ptures which confirm that just before the end, there will be many Jews added to the church? I certainly can not find any
such scriptures.
David
Re: , on: 2011/5/19 19:41
Great question! I have asked Kevin directly, so we can see what he had in mind. I will post his answer when I receive it.
A777
Re: , on: 2011/5/19 20:01
Quote:
-------------------------John 1:18
No man hath seen ELOHIYM at any time, the only begotten Son, which IS IN the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.

I do think that there is more going on in John 1:18 than that John saying no-one has seen ELOHIYM.
-------------------------

Elohiym is Hebrew and not to be arbitrarily inserted into a text translated from Greek, the word is the Greek "Theos" whic
h when parsed is masculine SINGULAR not plural as is Elohiym.
Who has never been seen by a mere man? According to John 5:37 and John 6:46 it is God the Father. Who has been s
een of man? God the Son. Who then could Abraham have seen? None but the Eternal Son of God.
It is just that simple.

OJ
Re: , on: 2011/5/19 20:09
Davidc
Heb 8:7-10 is a good place to start.
OJ
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/19 20:12
Dear Joe,
I'm sure that you will continue to believe what you feel is the truest interpretation of scripture. I will do the same. Peace.
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a CHILD is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his
name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, The Prince of Peace.
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Re: , on: 2011/5/19 20:30
ATG
Well, before you settle in, I recommend you read this.
http://truedino.com/jesusis.htm
ETA And conversely thise one the shows not only Jesus is Jehovah, but that Jehovah is Jesus.
http://carm.org/christianity/christian-doctrine/jehovah-jesus
The Father, Son and Holy Spirit have an active ministry on every page of the word of God. The Son was not absent nor
hidden for the first four thousand years and then "voila", He appears on the scene. All things have always come 'from' th
e Father, 'through' the Son, 'by' the Holy Spirit.
Anywhere you read "the word of the Lord" or some other such thing, it is the Son of God bringing it forth.
You will read the Bible very differently once you receive this. This is what it truly means to receive Christ as LORD.

OJ
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/20 8:16
Hi Joe,
This is what Strong's says about 'theos':
New Testament Greek Definition:
2316 theos {theh'-os}
of uncertain affinity; a deity, especially (with 3588) the
supreme Divinity; TDNT - 3:65,322; n m
AV - God 1320, god 13, godly 3, God-ward + 4214 2, misc 5; 1343
1) a god or goddess, a general name of deities or divinities
2) the Godhead, trinity
2a) God the Father, the first person in the trinity
2b) Christ, the second person of the trinity
2c) Holy Spirit, the third person in the trinity
3) spoken of the only and true God
3a) refers to the things of God
3b) his counsels, interests, things due to him
4) whatever can in any respect be likened unto God, or resemble him in
any way
4a) God's representative or viceregent
4a1) of magistrates and judges

Young's makes no distinction, implying that whole Godhead is intended - the 'object of worship'.
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Re: , on: 2011/5/20 8:35
Indeed it does.
Now let's look at it
2a) God the Father, the first person in the trinity
2b) Christ, the second person of the trinity
2c) Holy Spirit, the third person in the trinity
So, has any man seen God the Father, John 5:37, 6:46 and others plainly state no. So that cannot be what John 1:18 is
referring to. Especially since the second half declares who has been made known by whom.
Has any man seen God the Son, very plainly yes He has been seen of most witnesses in the Bible. If you use John 1:18
to apply to the whole Godhead, you must deny the Deity of Christ to do so.
Has any man seen God the Holy Spirit, no at most He has been heard as a wind.
Which person of the Trinity are you left with that has been seen by Abraham and many others in the OT? All you are left
with is God the Son, Jehovah.

OJ
Re: - posted by mguldner (), on: 2011/5/20 8:41
"You will read the Bible very differently once you receive this. This is what it truly means to receive Christ as LORD."
I know this to be true in experience, one of my questions I ask myself while studying is Where is Christ in this? Doing thi
s has greatly enriched my studies as I found Christ is EVERYWHERE! I didn't even really know he was in the Psalms a
nd there have been many times where I realize it is speaking of Christ and it just completely breaks me.
Re: All Israel will be saved - Understanding Romans 9-11, on: 2011/5/20 9:23

Hi Joe,
It may seem as if I'm reducing the impact of Christ's ministry, as you perceive it, but I am more interested in the greater
revelation of the whole Godhead through the Son, and the FACT that Jesus - makes clear that anyone who has 'seen'
Him, has 'seen' the Father.
I notice you didn't attempt to decipher the twenty phrases in Deuteronomy 4 around 'Jehovah our Elohiym'. Nothing
could be clearer, than that the whole Godhead is appearing - whatever form they choose for themselves.
John 6:45 It is written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, AND
HAS LEARNED OF THE FATHER, cometh unto me. 46 Not that any man hath seen the Father, save he which is of
God, he hath seen the Father.
John 14:7 If ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth ye know him, and have seen
him.
8 Philip saith unto him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9 Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time
with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou , Sh
ew us the Father?
10 Believest thou not that I am in the Father, and the Father in me? the words that I speak unto you I speak not of mysel
f: but THE FATHER THAT DWELLETH IN ME, HE DOETH THE WORKS.
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Re: , on: 2011/5/20 10:29
The Father is indeed presented in and revealed through the Son, but that does not make the Father into the Son, nor the
Son into the Father.
The verses in Deut 4 are partial revelation on the topic, the fuller revelation comes when it is explained in John exactly w
ho was and was not seen.
No man hath ever seen the Father, because no man can see the Father and live to tell about it.
OJ ,

Re: , on: 2011/5/20 10:35
Mguldner
Not only is Christ frequent in the Psalms, but His name is mentioned as frequently in the OT as it is in the NT. Were it no
t for Esther and a few misc pages I would say His name is mentioned on EVERY page of scripture.
OJ
Re: , on: 2011/5/20 15:15
DavidC,
Here is Kevin Daly's response to your question. I agree with his statement.
Dear xxx
Â
I am convinced that Paul was driven in his missionary efforts among the Gentiles by a particular vision that linked the ev
entual salvation of his 'brothers after the flesh' toÂ the faithÂ and witness of the Gentiles. While this processÂ was alrea
dy underway in Paul's life-time, and has been ever since, there isÂ scope for a grand finale (without this being expressly
promised or stated).
Â
To predetermine a mass salvation of Jews and make it moreover the consequence of the Lord's appearance or anyÂ oth
er event, inadvertently underminesÂ the prospectÂ of realising such a hope through theÂ only sure means, namely throu
ghÂ theÂ presentationÂ of the original New TestamentÂ Gospel.Â It is for thisÂ reasonÂ that IÂ seek to expoundÂ these
and other scripturesÂ withÂ proper care, and with due regard especially to theÂ HebrewÂ texts and allegories on which t
hey draw, and in the context of which they would have been understood at that time.
Â
Kevin Daly
Â
Re: , on: 2011/5/20 15:38
Zechariah 12:10a
"And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications:
and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, a
nd shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn."
John 19:
37 And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced."
The house of David, the inhabitants of Jerusalem will look to JESUS soon.
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Re: , on: 2011/5/20 15:55
They sure will Rev.
OJ
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