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god, on: 2011/8/25 3:56

Re: It will cost you everything, EVERYTHING??? - posted by twayneb (), on: 2011/8/26 23:25
codek:  Brother, it may be that you took it upon yourself to do in the flesh what God has commanded us to do in our spiri
t.  Let me explain.

When Jesus said to forsake all you have He did not mean that each one of these man was to give away all of his materi
al possessions.  Peter for example still had a wife and a home.  We find that the remaining disciples traveled with Jesus,
we find that the Son of Man had no where to lay His head, but we do not find that the disciples had no where to lay their 
heads.  What they had done was to say goodbye to anything that they were holding on to.  

If I have forsaken all then the things I own have not eternal or lasting significance to me.  I will be willing and obedient to 
do with them whatever God tells me to do.  It is a relinquishing of my right to control any aspect of my life to God so that 
He might be the one who rules and reigns.  You see, if He has my heart he has my possessions as well.

There is another side to this thing as well.  When I was trying to please God in my flesh I put a lot of stock in the value of
my own works.  "If I do this then God is obligated to do that."  or "If I am really good then I can please God and He will se
e that I am so righteous."  Of course these attitudes are filthy in the sight of God.  I give up my right to think that I can do 
it on my own and submit to the righteousness of faith without works.  

But in all of this I was not called Biblically to sell all my possessions and give it all away to the poor.  I was called to relin
quish my right to control my own life and my own possessions.  If God leads me to give it all away then I will be obedient
because I have forsaken all.  But God does not lead everyone to do this.  Actually He leads very few to do this.

As to having expectations that other brothers are going to do this in the way that you see that it should be done, would d
ying to self not also include giving up your right to think that the other brother should have done it one way or another?  
You will answer to God for what you have done and he for what he has done.  But we cannot expect out of our brothers, 
we can only love them and do to them as Christ would do.  

Just some practical advice brother.  Be wise about your finances.  Do not allow others to take advantage of you financial
ly.  Use what you have to meet your needs and give as you are able and as you determine in your heart according to 2 
Cor. 9:7.  If you cannot give because you must meet your obligations, do not be discouraged or condemned.  There is n
ot enough room in the post to go into it, but the tithes is not the new covenant way of giving.  God does not demand a te
nth.  He demands that we be submitted to Him and motivated by His love and heart in giving.  Continue to beat the stree
ts for a job.  Take whatever you can and continue to seek for something better.  Continue to believe God for His help in fi
nding a job but not because you have done something to earn it.  You and I have not and cannot earn a thing.  He will d
o it for you simply out of love.  Develop intimacy with Him.  Spend a lot of time in prayers of praise and thanksgiving and 
speak with Him often.  It sounds like you have placed yourself in a position of now needing the help of others.  If you kno
w of any places where you live that give monetary or practical assistance through food, clothing, or other things you des
perately need, take advantage of the service.  You can always do the same for others when you are financially able dow
n the road.  Don't allow yourself to get your eyes on man and be offended at him.  Remember in surrendering to Christ y
ou gave up the right to be offended or to retain hurts.  You will need to lay these before the Lord and allow Him to remov
e them.  It might mean taking the time to "pray through" as the old timers said it.  It simply means I will get before God an
d pray until I know the thing is done and I am free of hurt and offense and full of the love of God.

I am praying for you now.  Blessings codek.
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Re: It will cost you everything, EVERYTHING??? - posted by Renoncer, on: 2011/8/27 3:21
Codek,
My heart goes out to you. So, you decided to give everything to the Lord. I think that's great! But now that you are losing 
everything, you are getting upset about it... It makes me wonder, did you actually give everything to the Lord? Perhaps 
God is testing you. Are you really willing to give up everything, even if it means LOSING everything? Think of Job... 

Here is a promise that you can hold on to: God knows that you need to eat, drink, and be clothed, and if you really seek 
His kingdom and His righteousness, He will make sure that you are looked after.

"Therefore do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?' For the Ge
ntiles seek after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. "Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for t
omorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble." 
(Matthew 6:31-34)

Notice that God doesn't say you will keep your car, your house, your loved ones, your retirement fund, your savings... N
o. He says that He will look after your basic needs. But, you may just lose EVERYTHING. However, if you truly have Chr
ist, what is that to you? 

Meditate on this passage:
"But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the surp
assing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as rubb
ish, in order that I may gain Christ and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, 
but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends on faith-- that I may know him an
d the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that by any means possibl
e I may attain the resurrection from the dead."
(Philippians 3:7-11)

Also meditate on Psalm 73. 

In Christ Jesus,
Renoncer

Re: , on: 2011/8/29 9:44

Re: , on: 2011/9/1 13:35
Hey brother Codek, I definitely am not one to give you wisdom because of my struggles, but I read all of the posts here a
nd I think your heart to give up everything for the Lord is great and I do encourage to not give up, I think the last brother 
was right and the first brother, definitely use wisdom in the text and in the context, but at the same time the Bible is very l
iteral and I think many times you should take it literally, but the text you brought up is a tough one which i would look into
and study a little bit more. I think really it means a heart that is completely sold out to God and if may be the case to give
up everything then you would because your heart is sold out to the Lord, also remember that we are in a spiritual kingdo
m here, this could be speaking of putting off all the desires of the flesh and mortifying at all costs the deeds of the flesh t
o sow to the Spirit, I heard someone say actually Paul Washer once say something that I think was very helpful, In my o
wn words he said everybody is worried about doing something instead of worried about becoming like someone (Christ).
Brother your heart and obedience to the scripture is probably not seen by most people, so praise God we have someone
who wants to literally obey the text, even if say you took it to far, I think it means a lot in God's eyes that you have done t
his to try to show your obedience to his word. I am the same way in a sense brother, i struggle with the doing though, wh
ich is hypocritical. Brother you know their is this great video by Steve Lawson, i will post it for you and it is exactly on this
topic, hope it helps. 
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Re: , on: 2011/9/1 13:38
I hope this video helps,
http://illbehonest.com/It-Will-Cost-You-Everything-Steve-Lawson

Re:  - posted by rorichts (), on: 2011/9/2 18:01
"I heard someone say actually Paul Washer once say something that I think was very helpful, In my own words he said e
verybody is worried about doing something instead of worried about becoming like someone (Christ)."

that is the point, well said,the church would not be in the condition it is in if it understood this.
what we have now is what I believe is well stated in scripture for today's church

Isaiah 36:17.  Like as a woman with child, that draweth near the time of her delivery, is in pain, and crieth out in her pan
gs; so have we been in thy sight, O Lord.
 18.  We have been with child, we have been in pain, we have as it were brought forth wind; we have not wrought any de
liverance in the earth; neither have the inhabitants of the world fallen. 

Re: , on: 2011/9/2 18:53
It's a heart thing, codek. 

Everything you own and all your relatioships, dreams, goals and desires are always on God's altar of sacrifice. 

It is a daily thing. Bearing your cross and making sure nothing has ownership of your heart except Jesus.

Re:  - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2011/9/2 19:51
It cost me nothing, He paid the price in full.

As Paul says, everything Paul was or is, is nothing but dung, Paul counted everything nothing for the excellency of the k
nowledge of Jesus Christ:

As we should be also.  Nothing I have is of value to God except the Christ that is in me, now I am considered a son of G
od by His working in me.

In Christ: Phillip

Re: It will cost you everything, EVERYTHING??? - posted by Leeza, on: 2011/9/2 21:28
Dear Codek,
Thank you for your honesty in expressing these hard things. You are grappling with some very hard things, and living in t
he reality of the harshness of the world.
I know, and so understand your frustration. I am guessing you are relatively young, and I am relatively old, but not so wis
e myself. 
Recently, my dear husband was laid off, after many years, and quite a bit of financial loss (the company he worked for w
ent bankrupt, and the retirement benefits were affected severely. Now, we are starting again, much as we did as a youn
g couple 40 years ago). He too was very generous with what he did have, never refusing the needs of others,  and now 
we are facing a little of what you are too. Interestingly, friends do seem to run for the hills in such times, and sometimes t
hat can provoke some hurt and a sense of rejection. I understand that that is probably the toughest thing for you right no
w.
It is interesting, we say, the Lord gives, and the Lord takes away, but when He does, we are surprised. This is where I h
ope I can be of some comfort too you.
Our gracious Father does have a plan for you. His greatest affection can be wrapped in our greatest losses. He longs for
intimacy with you, as He had with Moses, who He called His friend. Do you know, you must be precious to Him, He is pr
oviding an opportunity for you to come to the end of your resources, and there, find Him? Job lost everything, and he gai
ned more, He saw God, as He is. 
Matthew 16:25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it...hang on, He h
as real life for you. There was much wisdom in the previous posts, heed those words. But also know, that He is working i
n you to form real freedom from this world, and there you will find peace.
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Re:  - posted by Giggles (), on: 2011/9/2 23:03
Mat 19:21, 27-30:

"Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasur
e in heaven: and come and follow me...Then answered Peter and said unto him, Behold, we have forsaken all, and follo
wed thee; what shall we have therefore? And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed 
me, in the regeneration when the Son of man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, jud
ging the twelve tribes of Israel. 

And every one that hath forsaken houses, or brethren, or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for m
y name's sake, shall receive an hundredfold, and shall inherit everlasting life. But many that are first shall be last; and th
e last shall be first."

Re: It will cost you everything, EVERYTHING??? - posted by psalm1, on: 2011/9/13 13:04
 Hey codek,

Wow,what a testimony! Now you need to be patient,because actually there is success in many counselors. 

What you are missing is the counsel of the elders.Older brothers that have "been there,done that"

God was glad for your heart,not your possessions.
He did say "if your eye offends,pluck it out" but that is also a heart issue.

It could be your answer is found in the story of Abraham and Issac.Remember that Abraham was only required to be WI
LLLING,to give up his son,then the "required" sacrifice was provided by God.

Well,you showed your willingness.So now what to do?

You must contact several pastors in your area and get counsel.God will confirm one or more of their advice.

In the meantime,your action did not accompany faith alongside. In the future,when you "bake a cake" read the directions
.

Read hebrws 11.It is the faith chapter.From now on,recognize you almost zero faith,and get your faith activated before y
ou venture out again.

When you are destitute and have nothing,that is when God works.But you won't let him,because you are "noisy" in your 
spirit.

The man of faith can sell all,give it to the poor and be happy.But he better be sure the TIMING is Gods and not his.

Another thing to consider,is a MARRIED MAN has a different walk than a single man.You must PROVIDE for them.So s
elling all for a married man is different than just putting yourself in the "press".

BTW,welcome to the "press".You entered prematurely into what advanced christians go through.

Should you actually activate faith,you will position yourself for the greatest adventure in God you will possibly ever have.

Do you want the 4th man to come into the furnace with you?

Then read carefully what they SAID,and do like all those in Heb 11

Nobody,but a man of faith can guide you at this point.
........and of course your ability to hear heaven for yourself.

Stop acting like you are alone.So what if every single "believer" abandons you.(They haven't) God is for you,and he is wi
th you.Thats good enough.
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God bless,
David

Re: , on: 2011/9/15 0:59

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2011/9/15 19:27
Codek:  The scriptures to which you refer are not instruction to every believer to sell all he has and give to the poor.  Jes
us was making a very strong point to the young man.  The man was convinced of his own righteousness by his seeming 
ability to keep the law so perfectly.  The young man said, "I have kept the law perfectly from my youth."  Jesus had to sh
ow this young man that he was deceiving himself.  So Jesus said, "Ok then, if you will be perfect then sell all you have a
nd give it to the poor and come follow me."  The young man realized in that moment that he had broken the first comma
ndment.  "Thou shalt have no other Gods before Me."  The young man had great wealth and this wealth was an idol to hi
m.  He was totally unwilling to give up the thing he served, money.  What had a moment before been spiritual pride sudd
enly was seen for what it was and the young man went away sad.  The point is not that all believers need to sell out and 
live on the street.  The point is that we should not allow money to be an idol in our lives.  

Re: It will cost you everything, EVERYTHING??? - posted by Trekker, on: 2011/9/15 20:13
Well spoken, codek! I have experienced the same from the churches i have been in--and worse. The way it is here, if a 
Christian gives you help they judge you for needing it.

If you were anywhere near me i would do all i could to help you find a job. I'm assuming you don't want to relocate out of
your state. I will pray for you also. This is a very hard trial you are going through.

As for bankruptcy, don't feel too bad; there is life after bankruptcy, it is not the end of the world. Millions go thru it every d
ay and some come out better than they ever were before. 

Also, twayneb (and others) have given some excellant and sound wisdom and advice on this thread. So glad to have be
en blessed myself in reading it!

Re: , on: 2011/9/16 0:19

Re:  - posted by ArtB (), on: 2011/9/16 0:20
by codek on 2011/9/14 21:59:35 writes:

"Giggles, those verses to me tell me that I should say all that I have literally and give to the poor, no?

How else can you interpret that verse?"

The answer is NO!

I know these verses well, and if taken in context with Jesus full discourse with the young rich Jewish man and Jesus apo
stles, leads to a very profound statement. It is painful when people quote scripture devoid of context. This happens too o
ften on this forum.

I will post the verse in context in a separate thread. I did post it back in 2004. "Jesus and The Young Rich Man."
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Re: , on: 2011/9/16 0:24

Re: , on: 2011/9/16 2:29
"The way it is here, if a Christian gives you help they judge you for needing it."

Exactly.. hmm just like ...hmm THE WORLD.

Where do you live? I'm out in Los Angeles.

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2011/9/16 8:19
codek:  God does desire that you burn for Him.  But that burning takes place inside our hearts.  If He has my heart, if I a
m burning up for Him, then the physical stuff will be His as well as He leads me.  If my heart is His I will be willing to do 
with my money as He directs me to do.  It is the heart He wants.

As for other people, they are often misguided and sometimes deceitful.  I am afraid that as a human I have been both.  
My realization of this allows me to have more grace for my brother.  But in the midst of that hurt and pain come to me.  I 
must get before God and give Him all of the hurt and pain.  Remember what it means to burn up for Him.  It means that I
give Him ALL of my heart including my right to bear hurt, pain, offence, etc.  I can tell you this is often the most difficult pl
ace to give it all up.  To many of us releasing this stuff is harder than it was for the rich young ruler to face his love of his 
money.  

I want to encourage you not to withdraw from God and also don't withdraw from people in His body.  You can get all kind
s of advice and some support here on SI but it does not compare to having brothers to walk with where you live.  Find a 
good fellowship of believers in the LA area and fellowship with them.  Get to know some men who are mature in the Lor
d and solid in the word and seek them for counsel and advice.  Don't be afraid to put some trust in these men although it
makes you somewhat vulnerable.  Do you know of such men in your area?  If not I will pray you find them.  

Re: , on: 2011/9/16 8:34
Thank you for the advice.  Even though I don't trust the internet, I know your posts are solid. 

That is the problem, I've been looking for fellowships all over L.A. and now I'm burnt out. When I said God doesn't answe
r my prayers or respond, I wasn't joking.  If I had real christians in my life, there is no way I would post this much especia
lly with the desperation shown in my posts.
  
I'm exhausted, and I've probably met some of the fakest christians ever.  

I've had a guy who was supposedly so on fire after reading crazy love by Francis Chan.  We started to look for a church 
together in Irvine when he moved there.  Long story short, he uses his holy image to pick up girls, he had me fooled.   I t
old him, "listen I understand if you're gonna pick up girls and stuff but do it outside of church but don't use Jesus and you
r fake holiness to pick up girls at church."  He aspires to go to seminary and wants become a relationship counselor. His 
god is his popularity.  
I asked him once, have you ever sacrifice your popularity for Jesus?  He said no and continued to explain how Jesus wa
s popular and many friends and that he would never sacrifice his popularity
This guy was the best passive aggressive manipulator I've ever known.  He turned all this against me and became Mr.P
opular and made everyone turn on me.  This is easy to do because no one at that church really wanted to seek God bec
ause it was all about popularity in the first place. 

Another guy fooled me to.  I thought he was really into Christ because he would go to church all the time and never talk 
about girls.  He used to go street evangelizing and try to heal all the people.  But the problem was the healing was feedi
ng his ego.  Think Bill Johnson and those guys.  He is still a good guy but he later admitted that he wanted to see the he
aling and feel the power for himself because of pride, I was pretty pissed off because I spent many hours helping this gu
y out.  I told him, listen none of these healings really worked, they might felt like we healed them in the street but we hav
e no proof, no documentation, this is like 
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Todd Bentley stuff.  This isn't about loving God and his people, this is to boost our ego and make us feel like we're super
xians. He still attends healing conferences to this day but this guys is not a bad guy though, but this healing stuff has tak
en over. 

I'm not saying I'm perfect by any means and I mess up a lot and all the time but I apologize, admit my sin and try to repe
nt somehow but these guys just don't care.  

I've met some crazies too and everything in between.  And these guys will quote Piper and say all the right things to.  It's
amazing how deceptive these people are.  The best manipulation skills I've seen.  

Re:  - posted by Leeza, on: 2011/9/16 9:12
hey again Codek, 
could you tell the story of what you were thinking when you were in the process of giving away your worldly possessions
and what you expected to be the outcome?

Re: , on: 2011/9/16 9:55
Leeza

I have to clarify.  It's not like I sold everything I had one day and had a big event where I gave out thousands of dollars e
verywhere. I'm not a superhero.  I'm just an average joe.  I didn't give out tens of thousands either. I didn't have that muc
h to give. I did what I could. that's all.

Also it wasn't only money, it was also my time, my vulnerability, my effort, my tears, EVERYTHING.  It was embarassing 
at times, I had to kill my pride. 

So everything was crumbling down in my life, health, wealth and relationships.  I'd found out I had 168/118 blood pressur
e in my late twenties, most of my friends abandoned God and me, family situation was really really cold like we weren't a
family anymore, went through over 5 rounds of layoffs and was eventually let go.  

I received a decent severence and had some saved up money in the bank along with a 401k I was willing to liquidate if I 
needed to.  I was going to start a business and had my own plan of doing things.  I have a good skillset in this area.
The problem was that it was MY PLAN.  If it worked, God would not get any glory from it.  I would just say I did it with my
skillset and hardwork. 

Since everything was falling apart, I began to think maybe this was God.  Prior to this, I left church because of the hypoc
risy in 2004.  But since I began to realize how closely these times resembled the end times, I started to come back to Go
d. 

I was reading passages I referred to in this post about "discipleship will cost everything", "whoever desires to save his lif
e, will lose it" etc.  And really began to question myself.  Do I trust God enough to give up everything for him?  Can I love
others like myself because of him?
  Of course, I can be like a non christian and get a job and not really rely on him, everyone does that but I wanted to reall
y show God I trusted him. (If you look at the bible, especially the old testament, everybody would do extremely illogical t
hings to prove their faith in him)  So I prayed, read the word, listened to a lot of Francis Chan sermons (over a hundred s
omething)  I also read the verse about seeking his kingdom first and all these things shall be added.  

At some point I felt God was asking me "Do you trust me?  Do you really trust me?  Are you willing to not trust in yourself
(not look for a job) and wait on me.  Do you trust that I will provide for you?
 

I wasn't really secure with that decision but I said ok.  During this time, thinking God will do something miraculous.  I wou
ld seek His kingdom first by spending a thousand dollars on christian books, commentaries, bibles, etc.  I wanted to find 
God so I spent money on a trip to Kansas City for IHOP'S annual conference.  If there was a brother in need who couldn
't pay for his meal, I paid for it(thinking about Jesus's 1st and 2nd commandment).  Mind you, I didn't feed every homeles
s people and I didn't buy everyone lunch.  I just lost my job, I didn't have that much money to give out.  But I would buy h
omeless people tacos here, gave a homeless guy $5 when I was witnessing to him saying God loved him and fed numer
ous people here and there. I bought christian books for a lot of people.  I think I gave away 5 copies of Francis Chan's b
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ooks and other books.  We bought a bible for a brother who just graduated, I paid for other people's share because they 
didn't.  I gave rides to people. I did what people needed, whatever that was. One time, I gave a ride to this brother every
one was annoyed with.  No one else wanted to do it. I realized it was a good time to have a talk with him because he wa
s the outcast. I took him out to eat and taught him some very much needed social skills in love.  He was so greatful that 
someone reached out to him, he had tears in his eyes.  And everyone said, wow, I can't believe you did that, etc. They e
ventually accepted him because he wasn't annoying anymore.  I gave him advice on getting a job, writing a resume, wha
tever he needed 

I had a servant attitude, I provided dinner for our whole bible study group.  Pretty much when someone was in need, I w
anted to do something for that person.  I almost gave some $1000 because he asked me for money saying he couldn't p
ay his phone bill.  He was always broke and I wanted to do something for him.  But luckily, I really prayed about it becau
se this guy was kinda shady and a moocher.  Using some kind of discernment, I realized it wasn't the right move. 

Having no money, I tried to love my mother by buying Crazy Love in Korean for her because her english is no good. I ev
en bought her a nice tv for her birthday with the help of my sister.  My mom treated us poorly but I wanted to follow that c
ommandment of honoring your parents.  

I also would try to mentor brothers and really love them as myself.  One brother would not come to church.  The people 
at the church I was going to were really mean.  It was like high school.  People would straight up not even say hi to you. 
Even though he went to that church for years, he would not come to church because of these guys.  I started a small bibl
e study with this brother and another brother.  Met them up every week, and really tried to love this brother.  He eventual
ly ended up coming back to church.  We even wept together on the phone because I was determined to bring him back t
o church.  That was embarrassing.  My neighbor heard me weeping and probably thinks I'm crazy. 

Even though I didn't agree with my healer friends doctrine, I would always support a brother by being the only guy to go 
with him to evangelize.  Everyone would flake on him, I did what I could to support him in Christ.

I was trying to display a servant and loving heart to everyone like Jesus.

There are other things but you get my drift. 

Then money ran out. I began to become more frustrated.  God wasn't showing me love.  No one really showed me love. 
God was very silent with maybe a couple of whispers here and there but I couldn't rely on those whispers. I spent some 
money on myself to make myself feel better sometimes. 

I did all of this so I can know God.  I wanted to know what it means to really believe and mean  this phrase "All that I nee
d is you" I wanted to say this is how much I wanted to seek you and find you.

I expected to have a close relationship with God. Testimonies of answered prayer, not riches and crazy material blessin
g, a means to make a living.  

there is a part two i left out but I did find a job eventually a temp one.  I had the worst boss known to man who made my 
coworkers work 24 hour shifts at times and he would fire you if you didn't brownnose like crazy and work his stupid crazy
shifts.  I was let go less than two months into the job.  The politics I went through at that job were like no other.  I couldn't
God let me get into a job like that.  I thought he would provide me with something stable with better conditions and peopl
e.  

Show me love, any kind of love.  Show me you care, God. cause right now I think you're out to get me and just torture m
e until I die and suffer forever and ever worse that I ever suffered here.

Page 8/9



Scriptures and Doctrine :: god

Re:  - posted by Leeza, on: 2011/9/16 10:54
thanks for sharing this Codek, I am sort of new here and did not know your whole story. I am thinking about it and prayin
g, and understand quite a bit of what you are sharing. We are in a similar place, interestingly, one of my friends came by
yesterday, she needed about 500 dollars, but mu hubby was laid off in June, and I had to say no. She went away a bit tif
fed with me. We have helped her quite a bit in the past. It does hurt, I know. But, I am growing to understand that some r
elationships, ones based on you helping quite a bit, are not the relationships you will get encouragement from when you 
are in need. This does not happen because of God, or what the bible teaches. In fact, the new testament model for the c
hurch was really designed to develop a mutual one another approach. So, you may have been involved in a church that 
did not follow God's model, but had an imbalance in how they approached scripture. 
We too are feeling a bit isolated in our church since Hubby's lay off. so, what do we do with that? 
I do believe that God is working in us right now. He wants to use this time to form in us a firm foundation, a wiser underst
anding of His word. A love that is His love for other people, not based on their response to us, but based on His mercy to
wards us and them. I do believe that sometimes isolation it the place where He forms in us that settled longing for Him al
one. 
I know you are seeking God, and I would suggest you do a bible study on His nature, His attributes. It is when we embra
ce (in faith that He alone bestows) the God who revealed Himself in the word, that we find our hiding place in Him. I agre
e, if you have spent many years in a church that has misrepresented God, then the verses you have read about giving al
l you own, etc, will be seen through these lenses. It sounds like your church was teaching its own unique form of legalis
m. 
I dont mean to equate my situation with you, and I claim no prophetic understanding, but I do know God has an answer f
or you. Wait on Him.
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