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In his book entitled, Humility, Andrew Murray calls humility Â“the only root from which the graces can grow.Â”  In other
words, there is no growth in grace and no receiving of anything from God without this ultimate and essential
requirement.  The scripture that supports this is: Â“He gives grace to the humble, but resists the proud.Â”  The proud
have no disposition, recognition or need of receiving that grace.  And God looks for this fundamental condition of
humility, which is also the very essence of what God is in Himself: Â“I am meek, and lowly; learn of Me.Â”

There is a special promise made for the meek that is not given to any other, Â“The meek shall inherit the earth.Â” 
Indeed, the LordÂ’s own death on the Cross as well as His whole earthly life is a statement of that meekness and
humility.  Just His coming in the form of man is a humiliation for God.  He was confined in a body, limited to a finite form,
and fixed in very narrow place within Israel, from Galilee to Jerusalem, for His thirty-three years.  His whole life had to be
expressed and developed within the confines of one small geographic piece of His own creation.  In only
three-and-a-half years, and by His own example, He had to express and set forth a mode of being that would be given to
mankind as a basis for all the days that are left for the human race. 

Murray continues, Â“It is the one indispensable condition of true fellowship with Jesus.Â”  I would add the only basis for
true fellowship with anyone.  Pride, arrogance, and haughtiness of spirit prevent fellowship.  If humility is at the heart of
the matter, then how do you get it?  Anyone who has tried to seek to imitate humility knows that he is on the road to
dismal failure.  It is the phoniest of attempts to try and be humble.  Humility is what God is.  So the only way to have it
then is to find some kind of basis by which we appropriate what God Himself is.  Every time we find ourselves in a
circumstance thatÂ’s painful or humiliating, and receive it from GodÂ’s hand as coming from Him, we have an
opportunity to learn of Him.  This is true obedience, and, with every such obedience rendered to God, something of the
very character and personality of God is transmitted into the believer. 

Humility is hard to define because it is something wrought in the man through a history of union with the God, who
Himself is meek.  Acquiring humility will never be our experience unless we covet and desire this attribute.  And it should
be as distinctive of us as it is of God.  If it is only one of many things in which we might have an interest, it will not be
obtained.  But if itÂ’s the very basis of the receiving of any grace from God, and the basis for relationship with Him and
with believers, then it ought to be the foremost object of our consideration. 

One can always tell religions that are false because what they celebrate and what they themselves express are
completely the antithesis of the meekness of God.  Violence is a statement of human arrogance that presumes it has the
right to take the life of another.  The worldÂ’s definition of meekness is a kind of self-deferring humility that is contrived
and phony.  In fact, if weÂ’re satisfied with that, and people are impressed with that, weÂ’ll never have the real thing.  If
youÂ’re going to come to the meekness of God, youÂ’ve got to come to the recognition first of your humanity, especially
when you are stung and your self-interest is challenged and threatened.  Whatever comes up from you will show the
truth of the nature that has not yet been met by the Cross.  So, just like anything else, if weÂ’re satisfied with a false
substitute for the authentic, God is not going to force the true upon us.  We have to first come to the humbling and
humiliating recognition of the truth of our condition.  Then comes the repentance over that and the shock of the
disclosure of what is the truth of our condition.  Then comes the washing and the contrition in order that we can find a
place of union with God in truth. 

God will not bestow grace except on the ground of truth.  When we come on that ground, and the recognition of the
horror of what has been revealed about the truth of our condition, then weÂ’re in a place to receive a God who will meet
us with His grace.  We have come in truth.  Then, by such meetings and such union, the time comes when the
meekness of the Lamb, which you cannot imitate or emulate, becomes part and parcel of what we in fact are.  And so,
when our self-interest and self-love are threatened or touched, we donÂ’t react in arrogant self-defensiveness. 

Paul rejoiced for those Hebrews saints who took their strippings with joy, knowing in themselves that they had a far
greater recompense in heaven.  It didnÂ’t matter what was stripped from them in this life; they knew their reward in the
life to come.  They knew it was not an accident that could be attributed to men, but that God Himself had allowed it as
the very testing of the truth of where they were with Him.  If you are too much in your possessions, youÂ’re going to be
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resentful, angry, irritated, and vexed if they were to be rudely taken from you.  But if those things are given of God to
begin with, then you receive the Â‘strippingÂ’ with joy, because you know that God Himself has brought that provocation
and testing.  And in receiving it with joy, youÂ’re giving to those who have stripped you such a testimony that theyÂ’ll not
be able to turn from it.  They expect you to be resentful; they expect you to curse and to be angry.  But to see you taking
that stripping with magnanimity and grace is the very testimony of God Himself. 

Andrew Murray continues,

Â“Â…ride can degrade the highest angels into devils, and humility can raise fallen flesh and blood to the thrones of ange
ls.  Thus, this is the great end of God: raising a new creation out of a fallen kingdom of angels.Â”

In one statement, you have the whole cosmic purpose of God through the churchÂ—to replace fallen angels who have f
allen through their pride and arrogance.  God is going to replace them with those of His church who exhibit the character
and humility of God, and who can therefore rule and reign with Him from that governmental place.  Those angels, who w
ere first given that governmental place, have lost it through their pride.  God will return, through humility, what was lost to
Him through pride, through the sons of men that are being formed at His hand in their character and life. 

There is an intimation of this in Romans 11:25 of a fullness of Gentiles Â“coming in.Â”  In my opinion, this fullness is the 
number from all nations that will replace the number of fallen angels who have lost their place of preeminence because 
of their pride and arrogance.  Their leader, Lucifer, exalted himself by his own beauty.  He was intoxicated and taken up 
with himself in pride, and they who followed him had the same disposition.  But those who will replace him have exactly t
he opposite; they have the humility of God.  And that is the whole cosmic saga; that is what this whole history of redempt
ion is about since its commencement. 

The fullness of the Gentiles are those who exhibit this essential quality of God, not as a cosmetic overlay, but as the ess
ential truth of their being.  They have submitted to the work of God in the humiliating circumstances that bring them dow
n.  They accept lowliness, they accept rejection, they accept stripping, and they accept even the loss of their own lives if 
it should be required.  Thus, they are exemplifying the very nature of God. 

In its deepest and truest form, GodÂ’s salvation is bringing humility to men.  It is a divine attribute; you canÂ’t form it fro
m the earth.  You can form other thingsÂ—intelligence, skill, diligenceÂ—but humility is distinctively what God is in Hims
elf.  And except that God comes down with it and makes it available for man, there is no prospect of obtaining it.  Salvati
on is God bringing humility to men, not just a salvation from hell and death.

When God has got that in a people who can replace those that have fallen from pride, the age will have been completed,
and then Â“Israel shall be deliveredÂ” (Romans 11:25-26).  He waits for this in the church in order to deliver Israel.  So, 
He humbled Himself, taking upon Himself the form of man, and as a servant and as a Jew, He bore that humiliation, and
humbled Himself unto death.  That very same humbling of Himself unto death opens up the grace of lifeÂ—resurrection l
ifeÂ—through the willingness to come to that final place of humility. 

To Â‘die to self,Â’ or to come out from the power of self, cannot be done by any act of resistance we can make.  This de
ath to self, which is the last hindrance to humility, is not something that we can perform.  Self cannot die through self, by 
self, because if self could do it, then we would be boasting in what we have accomplished in the death to self by our own
self.  It is a death that only God can bring.  So the one true way of dying to self is the way of patience, meekness, humilit
y and resignation to God.  It is to have the humbling awareness that I cannot do this in myself.  I may desire humility and
to be like the Lord in lamb-likeness, but I know that the more I try in a self-conscious way to obtain it, the more frustratin
gly it will allude me.  I have got to recognize that only God can perform this, and that He will perform it in His own timeÂ
—not when we might want it. 

A total resignation to God is required, and that is the most humbling thing to which man can submit himself.  A total sub
mission to God, to have this formed in us in the time and mode that He Himself will elect, is resignation.  Any impatience
that desires it before that time, or seeks to circumvent God to obtain it by ourselves, is to effect and put on a show of it.  I
t is not a true submission or resignation to God.  Resignation is that complete yielding and trusting, and that is the key to
obtain the humility of God. 

I can sum this up another way.  It is being willing to suffer the humiliation of not having humility you feel could be yours.  
But you would rather live with the humiliation of the truth of your condition, knowing that the remedy is not going to come
by any hands-on that you can apply.  YouÂ’re concerned for the lack of humility, not because you want to be relieved of 
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the reproach, but you want to see God glorified by the truth and the reality of what He is wanting to perfect in that person
or fellowship.  The resignation is that you will have to wait for it.  ItÂ’s waiting on the Lord; itÂ’s trusting in the Lord; itÂ’s 
being resigned unto the Lord.  The issue of GodÂ’s glory needs to be greater than the issue of personal relief.

William Law, another respected author, writes:

Â“This is the truth and perfection of dying to self.  For if I ask you what the Lamb of God means, must you not tell me tha
t it is and means the perfection of patience, meekness, humility, and resignation to God?  Must you not therefore say tha
t a desire and faith in these virtues is an application to Christ, is a giving up of yourself to Him and the perfection of faith i
n Him?  And then, because of this inclination of your heart to sink down into this patience, meekness, humility, and resig
nation to God, you are truly giving up all that you are and all that you have from fallen Adam.  It is leaving all you have to
follow Christ.  It is your highest act of faith in Him.Â”

This is the leaving of all.  This is the giving up of any last confidence in yourself (that you can of yourself and by yourself 
obtain the character of God), and rather trust Him for it in His own time and way.  It is that final surrender by which, inde
ed, the true thing comes.  It is your highest act of faith in Him because you are trusting Him to do it. 

No man can have the humility of God unless He bestows it.  And when we humble ourselves to call on the name of the L
ord, that process of obtaining begins.  God alone has the power to bring His own person, His own attribute and characte
r into the life of a believer.  William Law continues,

Â“When the Lamb of God has brought forth a real birth of His own meekness, humility, and full resignation to God in our 
souls, then it is the birthday of the Spirit of love in our souls.Â”

When we talk about the life of God or the abundant life of God, it is not only a source of energy and enablement, but als
o the source of a distinctive quality of life Â– namely, the LordÂ’s humility.  We have His humility in proportion as we hav
e His life, and we have His life in proportion as we have put our own natural life into death.  We cannot bring ourselves t
o that death of self outside of the recognition that that death can only be worked by God.  It is meekness to recognize th
at we are powerless, and that something has to be wrought in us from God by His life.

Jesus humbled Himself unto death, even the death of the Cross, which is to say, the most humiliating form of death.  Un
der Roman torture, the victim died of asphyxiation because he was stretched out in such a way that the fluids of his body
finally drowned him.  That is why they broke the legs, to hasten the death because as long as a man could stretch himse
lf on his feet, he could continue to suck air.  But the moment that he could not stretch, then the fluids would rise up and h
e died an agonizing death of suffocation or drowning.  He bore the humiliation of being stripped naked before people wh
o were watching the process.  In fact, the crucifixion of Jesus was the most remarkable demonstration of the only authen
tic God who is God.  In that death, His very distinctive was portrayed.

Â“Learn of Me, for I am meek and lowly of heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  You donÂ’t have to strive, if youÂ’ll
learn of MeÂ—not learn about Me with your mental facultiesÂ—but learn of Me by appropriating the means that I will giv
e you to obtain what I am in Myself every time youÂ’ll accept with resignation the conditions that are calculated against y
our pride.  You will learn of Me as I give you the conditions by which you will see My grace.Â” 

This is the way of God; this is the faith; this is why people cannot make up their minds for Christ; this is why they are in t
he valley of decision and never come through.  They intuit that this is a way that is against the flesh and pride, and they 
will not have any part of it.  Our mission task is to call people to a very strange salvationÂ—from the very thing that the w
orld wants them to enjoy and to develop, namely, their pride, their self-sufficiency, self-exaltation, of commending thems
elves before men by virtues that they have in themselves.  God wants all that to be brought to death.  The only thing wor
th having is God Himself.  He alone is righteous; He alone is love, truth, mercy, patience, and humility.  He calls us to th
e way of the Cross, which is the way of humbling, and the church is the very provision for our maturation in the way.  In t
he fellowship of believers, you are going to find yourself in collision with others.  There will be the inevitable conflicts whe
re you have to humble yourself to go to one another and find reconciliation before you bring your gift to the altar. 

Who wants this kind of a salvation?  Only those who desire God above all else.  Their reward will be a place of eternal di
stinction in the governmental overview of His kingdom.  They will replace those fallen angels who opted for pride, and H
e will have in the place of government those that are lowly and meek like Himself.  They will exhibit the authentic reality 
of God because only then can the government of God go forth.  The government of God is not bureaucracy, but the adm
inistration of GodÂ’s mercy, kindness and goodness to the earth.  It is the bringing of the spirit of humility by which such 
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government is performed.  So, it is good to know what we are being saved for and what salvation itself means: that Chris
t might be formed in us, through His life, because this humility is the distinctive character of that life.

Art Katz

Re: The Context of Humility in the Cosmic Purposes of GOD - Art Katz - posted by Jeremy221, on: 2011/10/15 2:28
Thank you sister, it's very good. 

Re: The Context of Humility in the Cosmic Purposes of GOD - Art Katz, on: 2011/10/15 11:10
"A total resignation to God is required, and that is the most humbling thing to which man can submit himself. A total sub
mission to God, to have this formed in us in the time and mode that He Himself will elect, is resignation. Any impatience 
that desires it before that time, or seeks to circumvent God to obtain it by ourselves, is to effect and put on a show of it. It
is not a true submission or resignation to God. Resignation is that complete yielding and trusting, and that is the key to o
btain the humility of God. 

No man can have the humility of God unless He bestows it. And when we humble ourselves to call on the name of the L
ord, that process of obtaining begins. God alone has the power to bring His own person, His own attribute and character
into the life of a believer."

-----------------------------------------------

This is huge. HUGE!

There is always and always has been a lot of sincere talk about holiness on this site and in the church. A true believer in
Christ, can't help but look at Christ and see that so much of Christ is missing in our personal lives. We want to be like Je
sus, but find we fall so far short.

I believe this is the ground and the root for all legalism and fruitless outward piety. Legalism is not necessarily something
that comes from dead religious people, but from impatient sincere believers who really do want to be like Jesus.

This is what the whole book of Galatians is about. The Galatians were a group of sincere believers who were manipulate
d by overzealous Judaizers that said, "You are not who you should be." So instead of waiting upon God, and just living t
heir lives in patience trusting in God, they took it upon themselves to change themselves and literally mutilated their fles
h!

But Paul said, "We WAIT for the hope of righteousness...by faith!"
We are in need of patience. It is through faith and patience that we inherit the promises of God. Abraham couldn't wait fo
r God to FORM Isaac in Sarah's womb. He was pressured, the shame of not having a son was too much. He was not wh
o he was supposed to be. So he took it upon himself and, by himself, he sought to fulfill the promise of God.

It didn't work!!!! It only caused division, separation, and thousands of years of death and destruction. (Arab Nations)

Worldliness is not T.V. watching, movies, dancing, alcohol, which clothes to wear or not to wear, ....that is ridiculous....

The SPIRIT of the World is this: You must! You should! You have to! You are missing out!  You are not who or what you 
should be!

The Spirit of the World...WORLDLINESS...is very religious!

The Spirit of God can be summed up in one word: Rest.
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Re: The Context of Humility in the Cosmic Purposes of GOD - Art Katz - posted by MyVeryHeart (), on: 2011/10/15 17:03
Amen.

"...the word of the Lord endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you"-1 Peter 1:25.
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