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News and Current Events :: Antibiotic-resistant infections spread through Europe
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The world is being driven towards the "unthinkable scenario of untreatable infections”, experts are warning, because of t
he growth of superbugs resistant to all antibiotics and the dwindling interest in developing new drugs to combat them.

Reports are increasing across Europe of patients with infections that are nearly impossible to treat. The European Centr
e for Disease Control and Prevention (ECDC) said yesterday that in some countries up to 50 per cent of cases of blood
poisoning caused by one bug A- K. pneumoniae, a common cause of urinary and respiratory conditions A— were resista
nt to carbapenems, the most powerful class of antibiotics.

Across Europe, the percentage of carbapenem-resistant K. pneumoniae has doubled from 7 per cent to 15 per cent. The

ECDC said it is "particularly worrying" because carbapenems are the last-line antibiotics for treatment of multi-drug-resis
tant infections. ...

read more: http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/antibioticresistant-infections-spread-t
hrough-europe-6264079.html
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