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Richard Dawkins: I can't be sure God does not exist
By John Bingham
THE TELEGRAPH (UK)
24 February 2012

He is regarded as the most famous atheist in the world but last night Professor Richard Dawkins admitted he could not b
e sure that God does not exist.

He told the Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, that he preferred to call himself an agnostic rather than an at
heist.

The two men were taking part in a public Â“dialogueÂ” at Oxford University at the end of a week which has seen bitter d
ebate about the role of religion in public life in Britain.

Last week Baroness Warsi, the Tory party chairman, warned of a tide of Â“militant secularismÂ” challenging the religious
foundations of British society.

The discussion, in Sir Christopher WrenÂ’s Sheldonian Theatre, attracted attention from around the world.

As well as being relayed to two other theatres, it was streamed live on the internet and promoted fierce debate on the T
witter social network.

For an hour and 20 minutes the two men politely discussed "The nature of human beings and the question of their ultima
te origin" touching on the meaning of consciousness, the evolution of human language Â– and Dr WilliamsÂ’s beard.

For much of the discussion the Archbishop sat quietly listening to Prof DawkinsÂ’s explanations of human evolution.
At one point he told the professor that he was Â“inspiredÂ” by Â“eleganceÂ” of the professorÂ’s explanation for the origi
ns of life Â– and agreed with much of it.

Prof Dawkins told him: Â“What I canÂ’t understand is why you canÂ’t see the extraordinary beauty of the idea that life st
arted from nothing Â– that is such a staggering, elegant, beautiful thing, why would you want to clutter it up with somethi
ng so messy as a God?Â”

Dr Williams replied that he Â“entirely agreedÂ” with the Â“beautyÂ” of Prof DawkinsÂ’s argument but added: Â“IÂ’m not t
alking about God as an extra who you shoehorn on to that.Â”

There was surprise when Prof Dawkins acknowledged that he was less than 100 per cent certain of his conviction that th
ere is no creator.

The philosopher Sir Anthony Kenny, who chaired the discussion, interjected: Â“Why donÂ’t you call yourself an agnostic
?Â” Prof Dawkins answered that he did.

An incredulous Sir Anthony replied: Â“You are described as the worldÂ’s most famous atheist.Â”

Prof Dawkins said that he was Â“6.9 out of sevenÂ” sure of his beliefs.

Â“I think the probability of a supernatural creator existing is very very low,Â” he added.

He also said that he believed it was highly likely that there was life on other planets.
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At one point he discussion strayed onto the theoretical question of whether a traditional cut throat razor could be describ
ed as a more complicated thing than an electric shaver.

There was laughter as the Archbishop said he would attempt an answer before adding: Â“Not that I know much about ra
zors.Â”

During a wide-ranging discussion the Archbishop also said that he believed that human beings had evolved from non-hu
man ancestors but were nevertheless Â“in the image of GodÂ”.

He also said that the explanation for the creation of the world in the Book of Genesis could not be taken literally.

Â“The writers of the Bible, inspired as I believe they were, they were nonetheless not inspired to do 21st Century physic
s,Â” he said.

When Prof Dawkins suggested that he believed the Pope took a rather more literal interpretation of the origins of human
s, the Archbishop joked: Â“I will ask him some time.Â”

Click here to read the full article:
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Re: Famous atheist: "I can't be sure God does not exist" - posted by savedtoserve, on: 2012/2/25 16:02
Wow.

Re:  - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2012/2/25 16:09
Rowan Williams is a believer?  I find that hard to believe.

Re: Famous atheist: "I can't be sure God does not exist" - posted by staff, on: 2012/2/25 16:19
Thanks for posting,
I think in a way the Archbishops belief that we evolved into Gods image is more dangerous than Mr Dawkins beliefs.
To him I would have to say-If we evolved then Jesus Work on the Cross is pointless and he was not God.If a life death lif
e cycle existed before Adam was created then sin and death didnt come by Adam.
I think we know that everyman including Mr Dawkins know that their is a creator-a good and evil,its interesting that he ex
pressed doubts
yours Staff
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