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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------What do you have that God hasnÂ’t given you? And if everything you have is from God, why boast as though it were not
a gift? (1 Corinthians 4:7 NLT)
There are still a lot of people in this world who think that there is something in man that can contribute to the glory of Go
d and that Christianity is only the bringing up out of man of something that is for the glory of God. That is a long, long-sta
nding fallacy and lie. It is not true. Call it what you like; it goes by various names, such as "the inner light" or "the vital sp
ark." The Word of God all the way through is coming down tremendously on this thing. I start at zero, and zero for me m
eans that I can contribute nothing. Everything has to come from God. The very fact that the gift of God is eternal Life me
ans that you have not got it until it is given to you. You are blind until God gives you the faculty of sight. You are dead un
til God gives you Life. You are a hopeless cripple until God does something for you and in you which you can never do.
Unless God does this thing, unless this act takes place, well, there you lie. Spirit ually, that is how you are. You can cont
ribute nothing....
This is one of the great lessons that you and I have to learn in the School of Christ, that God begins for His glory at zero,
and God will take pains through the Holy Spirit to make us to know that it is zero; that is, to bring us consciously to zero,
and make us realize it is all with Him.... Have we got settled on this? We take so long to learn these basic elementary les
sons. We do still cling to some sort of idea that we can produce something, and all our miserable days are simply the res
ult of still hoping that we can in some way provide the Lord with something. Not being able to find it, but breaking down a
ll the time, we get miserable, perfectly miserable. It takes us so long to come to the place where we do fully and finally s
ettle this matter, that if we lived as long as ever man lived on this earth, we shall not be able to contribute one iota which
can be acceptable to God, and which He can take and use for our salvation, for our sanctification, fo r our glorification, n
ot a bit. All that He can use is His Son, and the measure of our ultimate glory will be the measure of Christ in us, just that
.

By T. Austin-Sparks from: The School of Christ - Chapter

Page 1/1

