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Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/22 17:10
Yesterday at our church fellowship we studied the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit in respect to being born again.
If you recall Jesus after He rose from the dead, breathed on His disciples and said, "receive the Holy Spirit". Also in Act
s 19 Paul came across some disciples in Ephesus and asked them if they had received the Holy Spirit when they believ
ed, to which they said no, and then Paul prays for them and they received the Holy Spirit. This brings up several questio
ns in my mind that I would appreciate help with:
1) Do you think the disciples became born again of the Spirit when Jesus breathed on them? Or were they already born
again, or did this happen on the day of Pentecost?
2) Do you think the Ephesus disciples were born again before Paul prayed for them?
3) If the Ephesus believers had not yet received the Holy Spirit and if they were not in fact born again, what would have
happened to them if they had died in that state?
Any and all points of view are welcome...I am seeking answers, thank you brothers and sisters for your thoughtful input.
Mark
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost? - posted by twayneb (), on: 2012/10/22 17:55
I don't they could not be born again until after the crucifixion. However, we are born again through faith in what Jesus ha
s done for us. I think we could probably read out of the record of the interim period between the crucifixion and Penteco
st that the disciples believed on Christ and put faith in what He did on the cross. My guess is that it was not only the dis
ciples that believed. There were 120 who gathered in the upper room.
I may be wrong, but to me it seems your line of questioning presupposes that the infilling of the Holy Spirit is synonymou
s with salvation. I do not believe that to be the case, and perhaps that colors my answer a bit. Or perhaps you do not m
ake a distinction between the work of the Holy Spirit in salvation and the experience of the Baptism of the Holy Spirit that
I believe is separate from and necessarily subsequent to salvation. Since I make that distinction, my answer will obviousl
y be colored by that belief.
1) I would say they were born again at whatever time they put faith in the work of Christ and received His sacrifice for th
eir sins. I cannot speak of the significance of Jesus breathing on them. I have never settled on exactly what happened i
n that moment. I guess you could be right and that could have been the moment of salvation, but I don't think it could be
settled either way from scripture. What I do know is that we are born again when we put faith in Christ for our salvation.
2) I believe that the Ephesian believers were born again at the time of Paul's visit. Paul even says, "since you believed.
" If believing is the requirement for salvation, then surely they were saved. We don't typically refer to unsaved folk as b
elievers.
3 To me, It appears clear from Acts 19 that they had not received the Holy Spirit prior to this time since they are recorde
d as having said, "We have never heard of any Holy Ghost", and summarily received the Holy Spirit.

Re: , on: 2012/10/22 18:35
Hi brother, thanks for the comments. I utterly reject the notion that one must be baptized in the Holy Spirit in order to be
saved, we are saved by grace through faith in Christ alone.
Perhaps we will never really know the answer to when each of these groups was actually born again/saved. The Lord sa
id that the wind blows where it wills and no one understands it, so it is with all those who are born again. It would appear
that becoming born again is not something an outsider can easily discern. In fact if it was that easy, why did Paul even h
ave to ask them, "have you yet received the Holy Spirit."
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I appreciate your comments on the Ephesus believers, they are very helpful.
Mark
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost? - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/24 20:49
Hi folks. If I may add my .02:
Here Jesus speaks of all three manifestations of the Holy Spirit:
"And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter , that he may abide "with" you for ever; Even the S
pirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for "he dw
elleth with you", and shall be "in" you. John 14:16-17 (KJV)
1. Jesus was "with" the Disciples when speaking that.
2. Being in them, that speaks of being born again, was fulfilled in John 20:22: "And when he had said this, he breathed
on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost"
3. The enduement for power happened at the "coming upon" here: "And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like
as of fire, and it sat "upon" each of them. Acts 2:3 (KJV)
Luke 24 and Acts 1 speak of the instructions given the Disciples to not leave Jerusalem but to wait for the enduement be
fore beginning their respective ministries and this was not unlike Jesus had to do before beginning His.
1. Jesus was born "indwelt" with the Word.
2. The Word was "with" Him for 30yrs.
3. The Holy Ghost came "upon" Him for His ministry; before being sent into the world.
I hope this will add something of worth to the discussion.

Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/24 22:06
This is a touchy subject. It can't be answered in a few words.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 7:11
Does that mean it shouldn't be discussed that one's thinking might be adjusted? For instance:
Acts 18;26 re Apollos and 19 the disciples of John with Paul, were not events that demonstrated the need of salvation or
even indwelling but, the need for Pentecost in their ministry.

Re: , on: 2012/10/25 8:45
This is a great question. We need to have more discussions like this, instead of some of the ones we generally have her
e.
Born again? Well, let's keep in mind that Jesus said "Unless a man be born again he can not see the kingdom of God". (
John 3:3) He then went on to explain what that meant. Therefore we can conclude that there was such a thing as being "
born again" before Acts chapter 2. And John 3:3 is very early in Jesus ministry.
Being reborn is a spiritual thing that happens to a person when God moves upon them and awaken their dead spirit... bri
ngs it back to life... resurrection. This has been happening ever since the fall and mans spirit was declared DOA. We are
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dead in our sins. Thats a state that mankind has been in since Eden. God then moves upon a man to quicken his soul...
bring to life that which was dead.
Thats "born again". This DID happen to the disciples while they walked with Christ. For most of them (Judas was the exc
eption) this happened to them when He called them to follow Him. Then they began the walk of sanctification.
They did not need the Holy Spirit while they walked with Christ. Thats not to say the Spirit of God was not among them,
but they were walking and talking with God in the flesh. When Christ left them He sent another... the Holy Spirit... who ta
ught, empowered, etc.
This is a great question, and I am glad it was asked. Made me think. I'm sure there will be others who may give a slightly
different answer, but I do believe the disciples were "born again" before Acts chapter 2.
Krispy
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 9:18
The new birth could NOT have occurred before Jesus resurrected and was glorified. This is crucial for the understanding
of it because the new birth of man was for the indwelling of His Life in___ whom He chooses. There is a cost associated
with it. If John 20:22 wasn't for this then why would the Disciples need it and that it wasn't for power for ministry which ca
me later in Acts 2? OMT, John 20:22 was NOT the promise of the Father which was also Acts 2 as Peter spoke of it in v
s 38,39.
Re: , on: 2012/10/25 10:39
So God did not save anyone at all before the resurrection? Is that what you are saying?
Krispy
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 11:51
Did they not die with only the promise of their redemption? Where did they go when they died? Why?
Re: , on: 2012/10/25 12:58
This is where we will begin to get into the Calvinism debate. I believe each and every one them who came before the res
urrection, died and were held in Abraham's Bossom were God's elect from the beginning of time. So at this point we will
probably get into arguing semantics... only to find that we may or may not be saying the same thing.
Krispy
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 13:40
I won't get into the Calvin thing in any of this. Even the elect or only those who are selected_the word means the same t
hing. However, we might ask "for what reason" to which I would reply, because they are born again and have proven the
ir allegiance to God. Why I say that is because I believe Jesus chooses from among the saved those who hunger and thi
rst after knowing the Father as He declares eternal life to be. (cf John 17:3) They are a special people who, relative to C
hristianity at large, are few in number. By this, I make no distinction between a Disciple and a serious Christian__ "one w
ho loves not his life even unto death".
. . . . this opposed to those who love this life but want Jesus, too__ in whom God has no pleasure.
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/25 16:05
1) Do you think the disciples became born again of the Spirit when Jesus breathed on them? Or were they already born
again, or did this happen on the day of Pentecost?
I will put it this way:
Christ did give them the Holy Spirit so they could do miracles in His name.
They still did not receive the promise of the ever present Holy Spirit dwelling within them. It was also impossible for them

Page 3/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

to have Christ truly dwelling within them.
They could not yet participate in Christ's divine nature. Like all old testament saints their sins were only covered, not yet
totally taken away.
They did not yet have a new heart or a new Spirit and where not yet converted. They where not new creations in Christ
until the day of Pentecost.
Only after Christ death and resurrection was the New Covenant enacted. Until Pentecost they all lived under the old Cov
enant.
2) Do you think the Ephesus disciples were born again before Paul prayed for them?
No! The bible is clearly states that they were only disciples of John the baptist.
3:3) If the Ephesus believers had not yet received the Holy Spirit and if they were not in fact born again, what would hav
e happened to them if they had died in that state?
The same thing that happened to all old testament believers.

"The Christian life is not an imitation of Christ, but a direct new creation in Christ, and the union with Christ is so complet
e that He imparts His own nature to us and lives His own life in us. This, then, is not an imitation but simply the outgrowt
h of the nature implanted within.
We live Christlike because we have the Christ-life. God is not satisfied with anything less than perfection. He required th
at from His Son. He requires it from us, and He does not, in the process of grace, reduce the standard, but He brings us
up to it. He does not let down the righteousness of the law, but He requires of us a righteousness that far exceeds the ri
ghteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, and then He imparts it to us. He counts us righteous in sanctification, and He
says of the new creation, He that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous (I John 3:7).
Lord, live out Thy very life in me."
This is true Christianity.
look at https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=46388&forum=36&start=0&viewmode=flat
&order=0
Re: , on: 2012/10/25 16:14
I asked the question because I want to understand the power of the gospel. The gospel or good news of Christ is the po
wer of God to produce salvation to them that believe. I am passionate about knowing what it actually means to be saved
. Is this the same as being born again? Is it instant or ongoing? What does it mean that "he who endures to the end shall
be saved"? Can a person lose their salvation? Is it possible to believe in Christ but yet not be truly born again? Of cour
se, but that would mean that we only think we believe, but do not indeed have saving faith, or rather do not have the fait
h that produces salvation.
1) "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His
name."
2) "Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, tha
t Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?"
3) "that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the i
nner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith..."
I have no intention to stir up controversy, and I would never judge the salvation of anyone on this earth. If you knew my f
ull testimony you would better understand why I ask these questions and the reason I am so eager to come to a knowled
ge of the Truth.
But let me just say this much. I once thought I was saved, I preached, taught, church planted, baptized and was all thing
s Christian. But one day God woke me up and came to see that I did not KNOW HIM. Meaning I did not have the Spirit.
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That's all I will share for now, but from that day onwards I have been passionate about wanting to know for myself and to
be able to explain to sinners and believers alike what it means to actually be saved.
I truly believe salvation is not as nearly well understood by even the most learned scholars as we think it is. Otherwise t
hose scriptures above would be agreed on by all.
One thing I do know is this. The Kingdom of God consists of and is evidenced by the LIFE of God, manifested by the Ho
ly Spirit...righteousness, peace and joy. Until recently I did not have the Spirit, yet I would have sworn black and blue th
at I was saved, because I placed my faith fully in the finished work of Christ. Evidently not.
Today, I take no chances with me, my family or anyone that I teach, not that I am able to or would ever want to judge an
other, but I do now know that if I do not have the Spirit of Christ, then I fail the test, according to Jesus and Paul and the
whole counsel of scripture as far as I can tell.
Yours in Christ,
Mark
Re: , on: 2012/10/25 16:30
Quote:
-------------------------I won't get into the Calvin thing in any of this. Even the elect or only those who are selected_the word means the same thing. Howe
ver, we might ask "for what reason" to which I would reply, because they are born again and have proven their allegiance to God. Why I say that is bec
ause I believe Jesus chooses from among the saved those who hunger and thirst after knowing the Father as He declares eternal life to be. (cf John 1
7:3) They are a special people who, relative to Christianity at large, are few in number. By this, I make no distinction between a Disciple and a serious
Christian__ "one who loves not his life even unto death".
-------------------------

So their salvation was based upon what they did? Their works?
Krispy
Re: , on: 2012/10/25 16:42
Dear Tuc,
I thank you for your response, I think I am on the same page as you in regard to these matters.
To anyone who cares to respond...do you think there is any correlation at all between between being born of the flesh an
d being born of the Spirit? By this I mean, that there is a process that takes place with the natural birth, could there like
wise be process with the Spirit Birth?
1) Conception. The new child is conceived...life begins, yet we would not yet say the child is "born".
2) Gestation. The new life is developing, if it emerges too soon, the life will be lost...we would still not consider this child
to have been "born" yet though.
3) Passing through the birth canal. The child is almost born, not quite though...and in fact there is some degree of peril y
et and this is the most dangerous stage of the "birth"...many things can go wrong. We may see the head, feel the pain, b
ut the child is still, almost but not quite, yet "born".
4) Delivery. Hooray!!! The child is finally delivered out from the mothers womb into a new world, to breathe the air of its
parents. Now we would say, the child has finally been BORN!!!
Though, I concede, it is the product of my overly productive imagination to think that being "born again" means to actuall
y come forth from the "womb of God", there is something to be said of this. "Born from above", "born of the Spirit". So fo
r that reason I offer the curious analogy of how we are actually born again, that mysterious process. Perhaps the proces
s is more arduous and involved than we think which would almost explain the parable of the sower and why so many, ne
ver fully come through to true saving faith in Christ.
In all of these ponderings though my dear brothers and sisters, may our goal be first and foremost, that we might KNOW
HIM.
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Much love in Christ,
Mark
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 16:48
I can well relate to you, Mark. I professed Christ and did the Christian thing and yet I did the worldly thing. Cutting to the
chase, I got desperate for waiting for God to do what we are given to believe, "Come to Jesus and He will change your lif
e" to happen. The magical thing never happened.
I am a man with many years behind me, most unprofitable in Christ. I have many hobbies, interests and talents. My Bibl
e reads God is a consuming fire. In my desperation and sincerity, I cried out for God to consume everything in my life th
at hindered my relationship with Him. Guess what?
It is for that reason and experience that I believe I am now truly born again. I can not explain it any other way AND it has
led me to conclude there is a distinction between being saved and being born again where it is we first choose Him and t
o not assume He chooses us until we mean business. Then I searched the scriptures to see there is no difference betwe
en a Christian and a disciple of Jesus Christ. Read what is required that Jesus states as mandatory.
John 17:3 speaks of what eternal is. Let Him who desires to know, "first count the cost" because there is a price to pay.
Question: Why do we see what we readily call nominalism in the Christian church and then lets make correction to our o
wn thinking about where we are in the scheme of things of God with regards to our being born from above. Are we there
?

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 16:50

So their salvation was based upon what they did? Their works?
Krispy

How 'bout we conclude He chooses those who love Him__and demonstrate it?
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/25 17:20
Jesus was the Word. As His humanity matured, so in human form, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us. Even
at 12 years of age in the temple they marveled at His words.
Jesus said Himself, "The Holy Spirit cannot come until He, "Jesus" is gone. He was gone at pentecost and that is when
the Holy Spirit came to believers to be in them. Not upon them.
John 14:1-4 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. In my Father's house are many mansi
ons: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way
ye know.
John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will n
ot come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you.
Even as He prayed the Father to send the Holy Spirit Comforter.
John 14:16-17 And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him;
for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you. Not upon them.
And Jesus said He would not leave us comfortless either.
He would come back in the Spirit of Gods Son birthed in the believers, that the Father's house would be full of Spirit and
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Christ filled children who are the only ones capable of being in the Fathers House.
John 14:18-20 I will not leave you comfortless: I will come to you. Yet a little while, and the world seeth me no more; but
ye see me: because I live, ye shall live also. At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.
Not upon them.
Where are we going? John 14:3-4 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto mys
elf; that where I am, there ye may be also. And whither I go ye know, and the way ye know.
We will be received us unto Himself; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a s
hout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which ar
e alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
This is what we are waiting for; keep looking up.
All based upon what He has done and what He is doing.
IN Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/25 17:27
Jesus said Himself, "The Holy Spirit cannot come until He, "Jesus" is gone. He was gone at pentecost and that is when t
he Holy Spirit came to believers to be in them.
. . . to be Upon them brother__not IN them. He was already in them. Cf John 17:3.
Re: Salvation is a result of our works, on: 2012/10/25 19:38
This has been a profitable discussion but I want to bring caution to myself and any others who have an ear...that we do
not give the impression that we are saved by virtue of us having a special kind of hungering or a greater desire to know t
he truth.
I personally can attest to my own experience in that I was minding my own business so to speak when the Lord saw fit, i
n His mercy to "wake me up" from my sleep. I didn't do anything to deserve this, on the contrary, I deserved to die in my
sins for my utter rebellion and hypocrisy. Yet, He loves me so much that He want after me and broke into my sin filled, s
elf-righteous darkness and shook me from my slumber.
I do not have the theological explanation of why he had mercy on me and why I responded in faith...all I can say is that I
am grateful beyond any words can explain. I know that it was nothing that I did to merit His love or His mercy. It was not
anything that I did to bring about the salvation of my soul and the life that He gave me by the Holy Spirit. And likewise I k
now now that I am "being saved" by the exactly the same process...it is Christ in me, this life I live I live by faith in the So
n of God who loved me and gave His life for me. We are saved by faith in Christ and until the day He calls us home, we
continue to draw our Life from Him, and Him alone by trusting Him for everything. May He encourage us to continually dr
aw near in faith, believing Him to provide all that pertains to life and godliness in Christ Jesus.
In Him,
Mark
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/25 21:06
Christ was with the 12 and upon them, He lived with them ate with them and fellowshipped with them for three and a half
years, but He was not in them. The Father had to give birth to the incorruptable Seed in the believer after Christ was wit
h them, died, resurrected, and returned to the Father. That is when The Father answered the Son's prayer and the Holy
Spirit came at pentecost and upon them as tongues of fire and was baptized into them. Then the Spirit of Christ was birt
hed in us also, now complete, being baptized into One Spirit we are the offspring of God.
Acts 2:3-4 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
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Filled and in them forever.
Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
The Spirit of God, The Spirit of Christ and the Holy Spirit in all that are baptized into this One Spirit, One God, the Three
in one.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being
many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentil
es, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
The Spirit of Christ unto new life and the Holy Spirit Parakleet the teacher of this Mystery hidden from all time until reveal
ed to Paul, which is Christ in you the hope of glory.
Colossians 1:26-28 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest t
o his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which i
s Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
In Christ: Phillip; not with the One Spirit upon but fully in me forever by the Fathers perfect plan, even before the foundati
on of the world.
Ephesians 1:3-5 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessing
s in heavenly places in Christ: According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should
be holy and without blame before him in love: Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to h
imself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

Re: , on: 2012/10/26 7:36
Hi Mark
Quote :Is this the same as being born again? Is it instant or ongoing? What does it mean that "he who endures to the en
d shall be saved"? Can a person lose their salvation? Is it possible to believe in Christ but yet not be truly born again? Of
course, but that would mean that we only think we believe, but do not indeed have saving faith, or rather do not have the
faith that produces salvation.
1) "But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to those who believe in His
name."
2) "Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves! Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, tha
t Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?"
3) "that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the i
nner man, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith..." END QUOTE
I had the same experience as you and have asked myself the same questions and I believe born again is not the same
as saved.

I think there are three stages to salvation - salvation from sin that is as Christ died to save us from sin.
We see the three stages in the disciples.
One: We hear the call of Christ and we come to Him for forgiveness of PAST SINS. We start to follow Him as did the dis
ciples but we are not yet united with Him (we have to catch up with Him first) We do this by following the light within and
obeying it which leads to more light.
Two: Christ breathes on us the Holy Spirit and we are born again. However we are still not indwelt in fullness. This point
is also called illumination.
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Three: Pentecost and release from the presence and not just the power of sin. This is full salvation and the only way the
scriptures can be understood without contradiction. This is the point of full union with Christ and when the power of God i
s upon us mightily and which we are not seeing nowadays.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 7:42
I typically answer this question, with a question; 'were the disciples 'in' Christ while Christ walked the earth?' Were they b
aptized by one Spirit into His one Body while He was on earth? We know that if any man be in Christ he/she is a new cr
eature; so who was 'in Christ' when Christ was on the earth?
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 7:50
Mark, Caution isn't necessary nor is the mentioning of "self-righteousness" to anyone who knows what the issues are
that surround initial salvation. So lets lay that aside and know that God rewards, gives favor, to those who diligently seek
Him. That is not arguable.
The second thing I see is you overlook the foreknowledge of God in your testimony. One cannot do that and still get
understanding as to why God chose them when, in such sin we find ourselves, after a 'profession' of Faith in Christ. To
this I can personally attest to__and for which I am eternally grateful He saw beyond my sin to my eventual contriteness t
hat He would not despise__and He wouldn't because He knew I would meaning business. Can you see what I am gettin
g at? It was at that time, I believe, He chose me simply because I can't explain my life as it now is, consumed in Him. I k
now I have received something that simply repeating a sinners prayer does not accord that one who believes he is born
again by saying it. Consider the empty pews in today's churches left empty by those who claim salvation but a have fishi
ng date they would rather keep.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 7:57
by RobertW on 2012/10/26 4:42:00
I typically answer this question, with a question; 'were the disciples 'in' Christ while Christ walked the earth?' Were they
baptized by one Spirit into His one Body while He was on earth? We know that if any man be in Christ he/she is a new
creature; so who was 'in Christ' when Christ was on the earth?
No one except perhaps by a fallible personal relationship. cf John 6:66, . It could not have been otherwise since the Holy
Spirit had not yet been given; Jesus had not yet been Glorified to make it possible. cf John 20:22.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 8:08
Hi Krautfrau!
I can readily relate to your post, that is except for this part:
"I think there are three stages to salvation - salvation from sin that is as Christ died to save us from sin.
One: We hear the call of Christ and we come to Him for forgiveness of PAST SINS. We start to follow Him as did the dis
ciples but we are not yet united with Him (we have to catch up with Him first) We do this by following the light within and
obeying it which leads to more light."
Question: How can we "follow the light" within without receiving such light by the New Birth? Might you not have been si
multaneously been born again at the time of coming to Christ for His "forgiveness of sins"? Otherwise, what or who is th
e light you would believe inside you? Would not a confirming word be in order? I'm just asking because I too, have wrestl
ed with this issue. P.s. Now knowing the scriptures has cleared it all up__Thank God!
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 8:19
by Christinyou on 2012/10/25 18:06:07
"Christ was with the 12 and upon them, He lived with them ate with them and fellowshipped with them for three and a hal
f years, but He was not in them."
Nor could He have possibly been "upon" them. This spoken to the Disciples by Jesus who He had previous administered
the "new Birth" from above in John 20:22:
Read Luke 24:49 and Acts 1:4,5. Follow it up with Acts 2.
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 9:01
Mark
Scripture tells us that Christ is the light which lights all men that come into the world. John 1:9 If we do not quench that li
ght it will bring us to salvation. It works in all men till they turn away.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 9:18
"by krautfrau on 2012/10/26 6:01:14
Mark
Scripture tells us that Christ is the light which lights all men that come into the world. John 1:9 If we do not quench that li
ght it will bring us to salvation. It works in all men till they turn away."
Excellent verse of scripture, krautfrau!
I wonder if we might call that "light" a "measure of faith" in God given all men? I ask because many have such faith, who
live by it, and I believe are justified by it per Rom. 5:1, yet never have never heard of Jesus. What do you think?
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 9:31
I dont think it is faith in God as such. It is rather the sense of right and wrong which speaks into our conscience which wh
en obeyed will lead a man to Christ but will not justify a man.
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 9:53
On reconsideration perhaps there is a measure of faith in the existence of something greater than ourselves but that is n
ot trust in God alone for salvation.
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 9:59
Mod RobertW said:
Quote:
------------------------- Were the disciples in Christ while He was on the earth?
-------------------------

No
John 14:20 AT THAT DAY ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.
There was a specific day coming, probably at Pentecost no doubt.

Quote:
------------------------- Were they baptized by one Spirit into His one Body while He was on earth?
-------------------------

No
John 20:17 Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
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At this point He had not yet returned by His Spirit to accomplish this as He was still in a robe of flesh. It was not possible
for man to be in Christ as man did not have the Promise that would cause him to be born again to bring his spirit in line
with Christs. This would come at Pentecost, when the Father and the Son would come into the 120 as One Holy Spirit to
sup with them.

Quote:
------------------------- so who was 'in Christ' when Christ was on the earth?
-------------------------

2 Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto t
hem; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.
A shorter answer: God
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 10:19
by Approved on 2012/10/26 6:59:09
"At this point He had not yet returned by His Spirit to accomplish this as He was still in a robe of flesh. It was not possibl
e for man to be in Christ as man did not have the Promise that would cause him to be born again to bring his spirit in line
with Christs. This would come at Pentecost, when the Father and the Son would come into the 120 as One Holy Spirit to
sup with them."
Hi Approved! While the "Promise" was indeed fulfilled at Pentecost, Pentecost was NOT for re-birthing anyone since it w
as for "Clothing" of power as a minister of Christ, for overcoming, for those who already were per John 20:22. Ergo, the
Promise was not the re-birth of anyone. This is why Pentecost is important in the life of "born again believer__so importa
nt Jesus said, "Don't leave Jerusalem without it".
I might add that this is what Adam lacked when up against his temptation that he failed and what Jesus possessed when
overcoming His.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 10:23
by krautfrau on 2012/10/26 6:53:22
"On reconsideration perhaps there is a measure of faith in the existence of something greater than ourselves but that is
not trust in God alone for salvation."

Thanks Krautfrau! I believe that "measure of faith" could have been that which produced in one a hope of redemption as
in, "I know my redeemer lives" . . Job. Whatta ya think?
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/26 12:06
"Receive ye the Holy Spirit", is a promise of what would happen at Pentecost.
By John Gill,
Quote:
"And saith unto them, receive ye the Holy Ghost; meaning not the grace of the Holy Ghost in regeneration, which they h
ad received already; but the gifts of the Spirit, to qualify them for the work he now sent them to do, and which were not n
ow actually bestowed; but this breathing on them, and the words that attended it, were a symbol, pledge, and confirmati
on, of what they were to receive on the day of Pentecost: hence it appears, that it is the Spirit of God, who, by his gifts a
nd grace, makes and qualifies men to be ministers of the Gospel; and our Lord by this action, and these words, gives a v
ery considerable proof of his deity: the Papists show their impudence and wickedness, in imitating Christ by their insuffla
tions, or breathing on men; pretending thereby to convey the Holy Spirit to them." End.
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AS proof, in my own understanding. Peter shortly after, denied that he even knew the Lord Jesus. But On the day of Pe
ntecost, by receiving power from on high, that is the endwelling of the Holy Spirit, being filled Peter boldly proclaimed Je
sus Christ to the Jews telling them that they had slain the Lord of Glory, their Messiah.
John 7:39 (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)
A different Peter, no denial after Pentecost.
Acts 10:44-48 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. And they of the
circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was pour
ed out the gift of the Holy Ghost. For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God. Then answered Peter, Can
any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we? And he co
mmanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord. Then prayed they him to tarry certain days.
In Christ: Phillip

Re: - posted by rnieman, on: 2012/10/26 12:38
Hi Phillip you spoke to Peter before and after pentecost.
I would say before pentecost Peter was saved, after pentecost Peter was endowed with power from on high, thus in his
first message preached several thousand were saved, and several other accounts after that concerning Peter show this
demonstration of the Spirit and power.

Bless you,
Russ
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 12:53
Mark
Quote: I believe that "measure of faith" could have been that which produced in one a hope of redemption as in, "I know
my redeemer lives" . . Job. Whatta ya think?
2012/10/26 7:23End Quote
Not sure about that. Job was a holy man ie reached stage three but went through the severe testing you get at that stag
e. He knew his Redeemer but those who have not just come to Him do not know Him as Redeemer.
The breath Jesus breathed is the awakening or spiritual rebirth.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 13:04
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------Hi Approved! While the "Promise" was indeed fulfilled at Pentecost, Pentecost was NOT for re-birthing anyone since it was for "Clot
hing" of power as a minister of Christ, for overcoming, for those who already were per John 20:22.
-------------------------

Since we have determined that no one was 'in Christ' (except God) prior to His ascension, how did the believers get 'into'
Christ? I think we have a clue in Ephesians 4:
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There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, O
ne God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. (Ephesians 4:4-6)
All other baptisms and the revelation they provide us with throughout the Old Testament point to this 'One Baptism' that
John Baptist and Paul spoke of. It is too broad a subject to list each one and their significance, but they are all ultimately
pointing to this great event of 'One Baptism'.

Exegetically we know that we cannot pluralize one aspect of this seven fold revelation in Ephesians 4:4-6 and leave the
other 6 singular. To do so would be to &#963;&#964;&#961;&#949;&#946;&#955;&#959;&#8166;&#963;&#953;&#957; (
wrest) the passage. As surely as there is one God there is only really only One Baptism. There are baptisms many, for s
ure, but all others are merely types and shadows; instruments of God's revelation. So when Paul gets ready to use the w
ord 'baptism' a whole history of cross-referenced stories should arise in the minds of his hearers that we students of the
revelation God had given man to this point.
This 'One Baptism' by the Spirit into One Body, I suggest, is what takes a person 'OUT' of Adam and places then 'IN' Jes
us Christ. (1 Cor. 15:22) God had been moving mankind towards this promise since the Fall of Adam if not before. We n
eeded to be taken out from the Body of Sin (under the head of old Adam) and baptized into the Body of Christ (under the
last Adam). In Adam all die, but in Christ shall all be made alive, etc. In Adam we experience all the ramifications of his s
in- including the fall and all of the spiritual and physical consequences of it. We were first born in Adam and we share in
Adam's experience in a very real sense. BUT, if any man be in Christ (the last Adam), he/she is a new creature: old thin
gs are passed away; behold, all things are become new. (2 Corinthians 5:17) We then wait, to whit, for the redemption of
our bodies.
How can I be born again into Christ? How can these things be? Can I enter my mother's womb a second time? (John 3)
Answer: For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or fre
e; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. (1 Cor. 12:13)
In another figure, this One Baptism event was when the God that was in Christ (as alluded to earlier because He WAS t
he Temple when He walked the earth John 2:19), came into man to make them temples (individually) and the Temple (c
orporately) of the Holy Spirit. The Pentecost event was the true figure of all the other times God came to glorify the templ
e and tabernacle. He comes inside to take up the throne, just like He came into the Temple os Solomon, etc. to take up r
esidence on the Mercy Seat (throne).
So I see Pentecost in the same way as when Solomon dedicated the temple and the fire and glory came; only not into a
building, but into man. This fulfilled Isaiah 66:1ff and serves as the basis for Stephen's sermon in Acts 7. God came into
man and "In that day you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. (John 14:20) Just some thoughts
on how I see it play out. :-)
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 13:16
This is certainly a mysterious process, that of being born again, and as such I made a statement on Sunday and I don't k
now where it came from...trusting the Lord that He gave it to me...but please feel free to correct me if I am talking like a l
ooney:)
I said that it might even be possible to be born again while never having seen a bible or having heard the gospel messag
e. Could the pure activity of the Holy Spirit be enough to convict a sinner of sin, righteousness and judgement? And is it
possible that a person could put their "measure of faith" into action and thus believe that he is wrong, guilty, unrighteous
and seek from his heart, justification from the Creator?
I have heard stories of prisoners in North Korea being led away to execution who have never heard the gospel but were
shown an image of the Cross sewn into scrap fabric...and the sight of this apparently was enough to awaken them to bri
ng them to faith as they were being led away. The former prisoner who told me this, believes sincerely that those young
men were born again as they climbed the steps to the execution chamber, and that they would be with the Lord when th
ey died.
Mark
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 13:30
"Since we have determined that no one was 'in Christ' (except God) prior to His ascension, how did the believers get 'int
o' Christ?"

Bac acha Approved!!

Jesus was glorified when He appeared to them when He breathed on them per Jn 20:22. That understanding violates no
thing and supports that fact He was glorified. To believe the traditional version is to leave out that fact for their purpose o
f advancing a doctrinal persuasion that is incomplete. John 20:22 should also answer your question as to how the Discip
les got baptized "into" Jesus__that by being born again as they then were. Same Spirit-same Life.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 13:42
by krautfrau on 2012/10/26 9:53:06
Croref
Quote: I believe that "measure of faith" could have been that which produced in one a hope of redemption as in, "I know
my redeemer lives" . . Job. Whatta ya think?
2012/10/26 7:23End Quote
"Not sure about that. Job was a holy man ie reached stage three but went through the severe testing you get at that
stage. He knew his Redeemer but those who have not just come to Him do not know Him as Redeemer.
The breath Jesus breathed is the awakening or spiritual rebirth."
How does one give birth when there has been no conception?
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 13:42
Well, my Aussie bro, if you be Loomie. I be Loomie. Yes, I believe those who saw tbe vision of tbe cross n N. Korea we
re born again and were with Jesus when they were executed. If God is appearing to tbe Moslens in dreams and visions
of Jesus. And they are being saved. Who are we to say God is not saving the N. Koreans though a revelation if tbe cro
ss. It certainly worked for the thief who saw Jesus hanging on the cross.
Mark how was Abraham saved. I just read in Romans that Abraham believed God and it was counted to him as righteou
sness. Yet we are not told how or by what means he believed in God. We are not told how God spoke to him. But how
ever God spoke to him it was enough to bring to saving faith and be made righteous in God's eight.
Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3 tbe wind blows where it will. You hear its sound. But you cannot tell where it is coming
from Ir where it is going. So us everyone born of the Spirit. We cannot predict nor contain. tbe sovereign activity of tbe
Spirit. We cannot constrain God and say he must act in this way.
We operate in a western mindset thinking God is constrained to operate in a certain way to convert people. But as tbe s
criptures say. Our thoughts are not his thoughts. And our ways are not his ways. For as the heavens are higher than tb
e earth. So are God's ways and thoughts higher than our ways and thoughts.
Bottom line. God can bring anybody he wants in any way he wants to saving faith and life in Jesus.
Just my thoughts.
Blaine aka Bearmaster.
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 13:43
by rnieman on 2012/10/26 9:38:12
Hi Phillip you spoke to Peter before and after pentecost.
I would say before pentecost Peter was saved, after pentecost Peter was endowed with power from on high, thus in his f
irst message preached several thousand were saved, and several other accounts after that concerning Peter show this
demonstration of the Spirit and power.

Bless you,
Russ
Hi Russ! Amen Brother!
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 13:46
I have heard stories of prisoners in North Korea being led away to execution who have never heard the gospel but were
shown an image of the Cross sewn into scrap fabric...and the sight of this apparently was enough to awaken them to bri
ng them to faith as they were being led away. The former prisoner who told me this, believes sincerely that those young
men were born again as they climbed the steps to the execution chamber, and that they would be with the Lord when th
ey died.
Mark
______

In the finality of it all, God alone knows. We, more privileged, need to be about learning Him as Father and Jesus Christ
whom He has sent, eh?
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 13:55
by Christinyou on 2012/10/26 9:06:11
"Receive ye the Holy Spirit", is a promise of what would happen at Pentecost.
_________________
It was no promise at all. Further more "Receive ye the Holy Spirit" happened before Pentecost.Jn 20:22.
Peter here reminding the Disciples of the commandment of Jesus with regards to His Baptism after himself having "Rec
eived the Holy Spirit":
"And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for th
e promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me." Acts 1:4 (KJV) I.e., The "coming upon" for power to funct
ion as Jesus functioned.
What do we do with that, Christinyou, ignore it?

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 14:32
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------Bac acha Approved!!

Jesus was glorified when He appeared to them when He breathed on them per Jn 20:22. That understanding violates nothing and supports that fact H
e was glorified. To believe the traditional version is to leave out that fact for their purpose of advancing a doctrinal persuasion that is incomplete. John
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20:22 should also answer your question as to how the Disciples got baptized "into" Jesus__that by being born again as they then were. Same Spirit-sa
me Life.
-------------------------

So you are saying that John 20:22 was the moment they were baptized by one Spirit into one body?
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 14:40
by RobertW on 2012/10/26 11:32:03
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------Bac acha Approved!!

Jesus was glorified when He appeared to them when He breathed on them per Jn 20:22. That understanding violates nothing and supports that fact H
e was glorified. To believe the traditional version is to leave out that fact for their purpose of advancing a doctrinal persuasion that is incomplete. John
20:22 should also answer your question as to how the Disciples got baptized "into" Jesus__that by being born again as they then were. Same Spirit-sa
me Life.
-------------------------

So you are saying that John 20:22 was the moment they were baptized by one Spirit into one body?
________________________
Isn't that what we call being, "born again"? If we are correct in that then it only follows we become part of the Body of Ch
rist __and this holds true that: ". . . . Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his". Romans 8:9 (KJV)

JTB declared Jesus to be the Baptizer of the Holy Ghost. Baptism is general is an experience the one being baptized ca
n speak when he is. If water baptism, he gets wet. When did Jesus ever baptize anyone while on Earth that they experi
enced anything they might speak of as being such?? Answer__never.

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/26 15:02
rnieman wrote: Quote, "Hi Phillip you spoke to Peter before and after pentecost.:
Not personally, but yes, through the the Word of God by the Holy Spirit.
MtÂ 26:34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
MtÂ 26:74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.
MtÂ 26:75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thri
ce. And he went out, and wept bitterly.
After that the Holy Spirit filled Peter on the day of Pentecost. Absolutely no denial.
Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye t
hat dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
Before the Comforter came at Pentecost Peter spoke of the twelve and specifically of Judas, after Pentecost lifting up hi
s voice spoke bodly of Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit spoken of in Joel, "God pouring out His Spirit on men".
Not speaking to Peter in person but knowing him well by the Word and The Holy Spirit.
Big difference before and after Pentecost, Peter heading to reproof from Paul, which brought Peter even closer to the tru
th by Paul confronting Peter to his face.
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In Christ: In the Holy Spirit promised at Pentecost and even in the Father, but also them in me.
Phillip

Re: Loomie, on: 2012/10/26 15:02
Hi brother Blaine, I think we are both Loonie or as your keyboard prefers to say, "loomie"...lol. You obviously have pork s
ausage fingers like me brother:)
Blaine, you have captured the essence of my original post. How is it that anyone is born again? That is why I added the
anecdote about the North Koreans, and of course I was not suggesting that we abandon our quest of learning Christ, in f
act if we are indeed born again, how can we abandon Him, where else can we go, in whom else is found this Life???
I think this discussion also serves to show how we can become so easily caught up in doctrinal discussion regarding sal
vation/new birth, when the Holy Spirit Himself is the only He who can make this so in any of us, and the only one who ca
n bear witness with us, that we are indeed born again, irrespective of how much we think we understand the doctrine of t
he new birth.
I wouldn't be surprised if far many more, simple, unlearned pagans are being born again in remote areas of the world, co
mpared to the gospel soaked countries of the west filled with religiously and biblically learned individuals:) It is the entire
work of the Holy Spirit in an individual, not an understanding of the nitty gritty of the process of being born again...and da
re I say that applies equally to Muslims, North Koreans and North Americans.
The wind blows where it wills!!!
In Him,
Mark
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 15:09
Quote: How does one give birth when there has been no conception? END OF QUOTE
Conception is when one comes to Christ and is given the power to `become` a son of God - do you agree?
Re: - posted by rnieman, on: 2012/10/26 15:14
Hi Phillip,
I don't want to put words into your mouth. Are you saying the Apostles were unsaved prior to pentecost?
Joel 2 is speaking of pentecost to come and the baptism of the HS, which we read came to pass in the book of Acts.
Russ
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 15:17
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------Isn't that what we call being, "born again"? If we are correct in that then it only follows we become part of the Body of Christ __and t
his holds true that: ". . . . Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his". Romans 8:9 (KJV)
-------------------------

I think this is ok by way of logical deduction, but I'm not convinced this is what happens biblically. We have several conc
epts we have to define. The first is 'regeneration'. The trouble with that word is that it is only used twice in the New Testa
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ment:
Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regenera
tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; (Titus 3:5)
And Jesus said unto them, Verily I say unto you, That ye which have followed me, in the regeneration when the Son of
man shall sit in the throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Matthew
19:28)
We have first Matthew 19:28 and I think there is a clue here when Jesus says, "when the Son of man shall sit in the thro
ne of his glory," This is my working definition of regeneration; when the son of man is sitting on the throne IN man. In ev
ery heart there is a throne, when Christ is sitting on it then we can assume we have been regenerated. This then agrees
with the imagery of Titus 3:5, which is the language of priesthood. It is literally the 'laver of regeneration.' The priest woul
d wash before going in to the holy place. The holy place and the holy of holies is all of one now because of the torn vail.
The renewing prepares us for the presence and reality of the King.
We then have to define what we mean when we say 'have not the Spirit' in Romans 8. You will know that Jesus spoke of
how the Disciples were given to Him of His Father (John 6:39,10:29, ed. 17:12, etc.); so they were 'His'. (John 17:12) W
hat was their relationship to the Holy Spirit when they were 'His'? We have that in John 14:17, Even the Spirit of truth; w
hom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you,
and shall be in you.
So we see then that they were His, having been given to Him of the Father in John 6:39, 10:29, etc.; but their relationshi
p with the Holy Spirit was "ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." (14:17b)
Just how I kind of see it playing out.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 15:20
Quote:
------------------------- I don't want to put words into your mouth. Are you saying the Apostles were unsaved prior to pentecost?
-------------------------

This question was not addressed to me, but I want to say categorically that justification is by grace through faith and is in
dependent of what we are referring to here. Many great saints of God in the OT etc., did not know the blessings of the N
ew Covenant, but were justified by faith and are 'saved'.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 16:07
by krautfrau on 2012/10/26 12:09:11
Quote: How does one give birth when there has been no conception? END OF QUOTE
Conception is when one comes to Christ and is given the power to `become` a son of God - do you agree?
____________________

Thanks Krautfrau!
Here is the passage: "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them th
at believe on his name: John 1:12 (KJV)
"Receiving Him" is to explain John 20:22, doncha think?
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 16:09
by RobertW on 2012/10/26 12:20:26

Quote:
------------------------- I don't want to put words into your mouth. Are you saying the Apostles were unsaved prior to pentecost?
-------------------------

This question was not addressed to me, but I want to say categorically that justification is by grace through faith and is in
dependent of what we are referring to here. Many great saints of God in the OT etc., did not know the blessings of the N
ew Covenant, but were justified by faith and are 'saved'.
_________________
Absolutely Brother!!
Question: Do you also think they were born again??

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 16:40
by RobertW on 2012/10/26 12:17:55
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------Isn't that what we call being, "born again"? If we are correct in that then it only follows we become part of the Body of Christ __and t
his holds true that: ". . . . Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his". Romans 8:9 (KJV)
-------------------------

I think this is ok by way of logical deduction, but I'm not convinced this is what happens biblically. We have several conc
epts we have to define. The first is 'regeneration'. The trouble with that word is that it is only used twice in the New Testa
ment:
_____________________________
Because I believe a distinction can be made between the new birth by the Holy Spirit and initial salvation by one coming
to Christ, doesn't mean I don't believe one is not saved unless born again. Therefore, when we read Him saying, "whoso
ever will let Him come unto Me", doesn't negate this in my thinking. However, I see being born again as being where Jes
us does the choosing, not unlike He chose His Disciples. Having declared this to be what I believe, I see being born aga
in as having a price for which one is told to count the cost. Why? Because that price is one's very life. If you consider this
to be accurate thinking then the man-child mentioned in Rev 12 will make better sense to us. Thanks!
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 16:53
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------Question: Do you also think they were born again??
-------------------------

My understanding of the scriptures centers at the cross event and subsequent outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. In ot
her words, the New Covenant is an exceedingly better covenant established upon better promises than anything previou
s. This covenant was set in force, according to the writer to the Hebrews, after the death of the Testator (Christ). It could
not be in play before.
So I view the born again experience (i.e. regeneration) the primary promise of the New Covenant. Jeremiah 31:33 spoke
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of this covenant and elsewhere where God intended to give a heart of flesh and a new spirit. He wanted to make His ab
ode in man (Isaiah 66:1ff). Everything in the Old Testament with all of it's revelation and types and shadows was moving
towards Acts 2:1ff when God would make a glorious entrance INTO man. This is the great sermon of Stephan in Acts 7.
God did not dwell in temples made with hands in the sense He wanted to dwell in man.
God has only ever occupied one Temple at a time while on earth. First the (1) tabernacle, (2) then Solomon's, (3) the Ze
rubbabel's (though we have no indication of the glory as previously), (3 and 1/2) Herods expansion of Zerubbabel's, (4) J
esus Christ and the temple of His body, (5) The Church corporate with its livings stones the people, that are individual 'te
mples' of the Holy Spirit.
God has been moving towards #5 all through history and it is my view that it is His perfect will; i.e. the regeneration (pale
ngenesis) He has willed since the fall. If that makes sense.
Re: , on: 2012/10/26 17:13
Not to complicate tbe discussion, which by the way is good. But was Abraham born again? I posted previously about re
ading in Romans. Tbe text says he believed God and it was credited or counted to him as righteousness.
For that matter were the O.T saints born again?
Bearnaster
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 17:35
by RobertW on 2012/10/26 13:53:50

Which speaks of the new covenant being based upon redemption___the new basis of life for a totally new creation.

Was God giving a new heart to individual man or was it the nation of Israel He was alluding to? Under the circumstances
mentioned, I think it was the latter otherwise there would be no mentioning by Peter, John & co. for the need of Christian'
s cleaning theirs up. I mean if God gave us a new heart should it not be expected that it be perfect toward Him? Thanks
Robert!

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/26 17:38
by bearmaster on 2012/10/26 14:13:32

The new birth from above could not happen until after the death, burial, resurrection and glorification of Jesus. Unless I a
m mistaken, that is an absolute.

Re: Croref, on: 2012/10/26 17:53
Oookaay. So exactly how was one saved in tbe O.T. Are we making a distinction between faith and tbe new birth?
Bearnaster
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Re: , on: 2012/10/26 17:57
I guess tbe question in ny mind is if one like Abraham was saved by faith. Did he have to be born again? Could an O. T
. saint be saved by faith and not be born again?
Bearmaster.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 19:37
Hi Croref,
Let me answer this question in sections.

Quote:
-------------------------I mean if God gave us a new heart should it not be expected that it be perfect toward Him.
-------------------------

I would answer this way; the New Covenant provides for those that are 'in Christ' (having been baptized into Him by the
Spirit) a new heart and spirit. Paul takes it a step farther and states, "For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he
may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ." (1 Cor. 2:16) God's own Holy Spirit comes in to take up residence so
that the essential nature of the person is changed; the old heart of stone is removed and a new heart of flesh replaces it.
(Ezekiel 36:26-27) The consequence of this is that Paul could state, "for it is God who works in you both to will and to do
for His good pleasure. " (Philippians 2:13) The characteristic of this person is that he/she is no longer a 'sinner' by nature
but a 'saint' by nature. He/she may act uncharacteristically or against his/her new nature in an act of sin, but this is agai
nst his/her nature and does not mean the nature has changed.
We are new creatures but we are new human creatures. We still have human desires. Temptation is an appeal to the int
ellect to fulfill a good natural desire in a sinful way. This is where I see the trouble being. Some day the world will be free
from sin and we will receive a new body that is 'spiritual', that is, it will be free from various characteristics and desires th
at are necessary for this present world. Procreative desire will not exist in the new spiritual body, for example.
So yes I believe God can make a sinner a saint by baptizing them into Christ and expect that that individual will have a h
eart that is right towards Him. We can walk together in agreement because we share the same essential moral nature as
Christ.

Quote:
-------------------------Was God giving a new heart to individual man or was it the nation of Israel He was alluding to? Under the circumstances mentioned
, I think it was the latter otherwise there would be no mentioning by Peter, John & co. for the need of Christian's cleaning theirs up.
-------------------------

I see the answer as God giving a new heart to individuals within the nation of Israel who had turned to the Lord so that th
e vail had been removed in their personal life. (2 Cor 3:16) Paul was such a person. I don't see the promises of God in th
e New Covenant as eschatological, but presently active. An entire generation of Jews moved in this reality as the first be
lievers and born again Saints. Later the Gentiles were added, but not as an afterthought of God, but as His ultimate plan
.
I see then the whole Body of Christ as the One New Man (Ephesians 2:15); where there is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) Non-Jews a
re made partakers of the promises through the New Covenant, as the plan of God 'in Christ' was from the foundation of t
he World. (Ephesians 1:4ff) Paul reminds us in Romans 2:29, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is th
at of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.
In my view, the reason why the Saints have struggles that have to be dealt with is because we live in a sinful world that i
s vying for our affections. If Adam lived on earth today, having NOT fallen, he would still have to deal with the temptation
s we face. Why? Because they are designed to take advantage of human nature and good, natural, human desires. Jes
us lived as an UNfallen man (the last Adam) and defeated sin in this present evil world. He is our example as to how to n
avigate this sinful world. If we are in Christ we are dead to sin- because He died to sin. He defeated the Devil when he c
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ame to tempt and taught us to live by every word that is proceeding from the mouth of God, not bread alone. This implie
s a close walk with God and a willingness to listen to and obey the Holy Spirit when He deals with us. Hope that helps ex
plain my view. Blessings.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/26 20:17
Quote:
-------------------------We then have to define what we mean when we say 'have not the Spirit' in Romans 8. You will know that Jesus spoke of how the Di
sciples were given to Him of His Father (John 6:39,10:29, ed. 17:12, etc.); so they were 'His'. (John 17:12) What was their relationship to the Holy Spiri
t when they were 'His'? We have that in John 14:17, Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
So we see then that they were His, having been given to Him of the Father in John 6:39, 10:29, etc.; but their relationship with the Holy Spirit was "ye k
now him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." (14:17b)
-------------------------

I was hoping we could have discussed this point further, as this is only half of the answer in dealing with Romans 8.
It is my view that we have to distinguish justification by faith and genuine regeneration. The disciples were certainly Chri
st's and He lost none of them save the son of perdition, etc. But there is a greater sense that one can be Christ's and it i
s to be 'IN' Christ. The Disciples were followers, etc., but they were not yet made sons of God. This is important because
God has determined to make man in His image and likeness. He has never left off that original design. So the Disciples
were Christ's and I believe they were justified by faith, but God was taking them to a whole new level.
I'm going out on a limb here because WKIP (we know in part), but we are told that, "For as many as are led by the Spirit
of God, they are the sons of God." (Romans 8:14) Paul is saying that the criteria for recognizing the 'sons of God', that is
now possible through the indwelling Spirit, is that they are 'led of the Holy Spirit'. He is not suggesting potential or privile
ge, but reality and actuality.
In Romans 8:29, Paul is further saying that it is the actual indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that identifies someone
as 'His' (Christ's). I see this as 'His' in the sense of redemption (justification) AND regeneration (sanctification). The Lord
can look at the regenerate and say that we are His children by Spiritual birth. We are 'His' in the same way we are our e
arthly father's. We are not merely slaves that have been purchased with a price, but have been made sons. This brings t
o pass the saying in Hebrews 2:11-13:
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call
them brethren, saying:
Â“I will declare Your name to My brethren;
In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.Â”
And again:
Â“I will put My trust in Him.Â” And again:
Â“Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.Â”
Hope that explains further. Blessings.
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Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2012/10/27 1:07
hi, this will be the 65th post on this matter. people are going to hell for lack of knowlege of the gospel as we sit and pond
er this question that if we had the exact answer it would not change one thing in the world.we need to quit being so nitpic
king about this or the end times or anything else that we have no control over and go knock on a neighbors door and off
er friendship,love and the gospel and any help he or she might need that we could meet in Jesus name.jimp
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/27 1:28
rnieman wrote: Quote
"""by rnieman on 2012/10/26 9:14:16
Hi Phillip,
I don't want to put words into your mouth. Are you saying the Apostles were unsaved prior to pentecost?
Joel 2 is speaking of pentecost to come and the baptism of the HS, which we read came to pass in the book of Acts.
Russ"""
John 1:12-14 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that belie
ve on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. And the Wo
rd was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth.
How did they receive Jesus?
1 Peter 1:23 Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word (Logos)of God, which liveth and
abideth for ever.
What seed was born again in us, who was that Seed? The Logos, the devine expression of Jesus Christ.
John 1:1-4 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word (Logos) was God. The same was
in the beginning with God. All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him
was life; and the life was the light of men.
When the Light was with the apostles He could not be born again in them, the same with the Holy Spirit, as long as the
Christ was with them the Comforter promised to be in them could not be.
He said He must go so the promised Comforter could come and be not just with them but in them. He, Jesus Christ will
not leave us comfortless either, He will come again and be born again in those that have the faith of the Son of God to b
elieve that Jesus Christ is the Son of God unto salvation. The spirit of satan our and the Spirit of the Son of God born ag
ain in us, NOW, we are the sons of God, by birth and the Spirit of Jesus Christ in us.
To answer your question; the apostles were saved as in the old testament, before Pentecost, but not saved as by birth
and becoming the offspring of God our Father in the New Testament.
Acts 17:28-31 For in him we live, and move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we ar
e also his offspring. Forasmuch then as we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Godhead is like unto
gold, or silver, or stone, graven by art and man's device. And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now comma
ndeth all men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the world in righteous
ness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him fro
m the dead.
Bringing the Holy Spirit with Him the apostles became the offspring of God by baptism into One Spirit, New Testament s
alvation. Paul fulfilling the Word of God.
Colossians 1:25-28 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, t

Page 23/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

o fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manife
st to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; whi
ch is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:
The Father's offspring by the incorruptable Seed of the Father in me, Jesus Christ, the Hope of Glory.
Phillip
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 3:05
I wrote:
I mean if God gave us a new heart should it not be expected that it be perfect toward Him. :unquote

Re:Reply To This Post |
Hi Croref,
Let me answer this question in sections.
Quote:
I would answer this way; the New Covenant provides for those that are 'in Christ' (having been baptized into Him by the
Spirit) a new heart and spirit. Paul takes it a step farther and states, "For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he
may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ." (1 Cor. 2:16) God's own Holy Spirit comes in to take up residence so
that the essential nature of the person is changed; the old heart of stone is removed and a new heart of flesh replaces it.
(Ezekiel 36:26-27) The consequence of this is that Paul could state, "for it is God who works in you both to will and to do
for His good pleasure. " (Philippians 2:13) The characteristic of this person is that he/she is no longer a 'sinner' by nature
but a 'saint' by nature. He/she may act uncharacteristically or against his/her new nature in an act of sin, but this is
against his/her nature and does not mean the nature has changed.___:unquote
First of all there is much you say in this I fully agree with especially having to do with our "nature" either old and new. It is
in this undertaking to understand I believe we must see it is not our "nature" we deal with but our flesh that makes its
demands on our soul. 1. I don't believe our soul can deal with two natures. It is either one or the other, the old or the new
but, not both. When there is confusion arises consider it being by "double mindedness". In capsule form: Our soul is the
battleground. It is "US" and "to whom we yield ourselves, his servant we are". Ring a bell? James says nothing about
any new heart here:
"Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh."
James 3:12 (KJV)
Accompany that with what Paul writes:
"Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those tha
t are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God." Romans 6:13 (KJV)
"Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin u
nto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?" Romans 6:16 (KJV)
"I speak after the manner of men because of the infirmity of your flesh: for as ye have yielded your members servants to
uncleanness and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members servants to righteousness unto holiness." Ro
mans 6:19 (KJV)
With that I believe we can see that the new birth is not any gift of a new heart but a new clean, pure, nature from above
enabled by the Holy Spirit given and purposed to remain upright in Christ. As we as infants, learn the Father per John 17
:3, in becoming His son is a, surety. This is no different than what the young Jesus' life was all about before He was sent
into the world. Not only did He "know" what the issues were but was prepared to "love not His Life even unto death". Wit
hout such a vision imputed to us by seeking God with our whole "heart", we will be found weak from wanting. Consider t
he OT saints who were mighty in God without any of what I am referring to; with only a promise. Abraham had a heroic f
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aith! And David? . . a man after God's own Heart!
Consider also the below passages that have it as redeemed, saved man receiving instructions as to what the issues are:

"Who gave himself for us, that he "might redeem" us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous
of good works." Titus 2:14 (KJV)
"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and "purify your hearts", ye double mi
nded." James 4:8 (KJV)
Question: Again, I ask does God not give that which is pure? Would He give less? Can He give less? Being God, obviou
sly your answer must be, NO. Then why the necessity to make our hearts pure?
Peter wrote this, Speaking of Jesus:
"Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times ,
Who by him do believe in God, that raised him up from the dead, and gave him glory; that your faith and hope be in Go
d.
Seeing have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that lov
e one another with a fervently:
Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which lives and abides forever." 1 P
eter 1:20-23 (KJV)
Can we see a love affair; an intimate relationship in that? Will He not give respond to us by the new birth of the Holy Spir
it Who desires only to love Him from us? __As I write this I am convicted__

Quote:
We are new creatures but we are new human creatures. We still have human desires. Temptation is an appeal to the int
ellect to fulfill a good natural desire in a sinful way. :unquote
We deal with our flesh which the venue for sin to our soul, if we permit it. "Resist the devil and he will flee". Adam should
have understood that a little better.
Quote:
This is where I see the trouble being. Some day the world will be free from sin and we will receive a new body that is 'sp
iritual', that is, it will be free from various characteristics and desires that are necessary for this present world. Procreativ
e desire will not exist in the new spiritual body, for example.
So yes I believe God can make a sinner a saint by baptizing them into Christ and expect that that individual will have a h
eart that is right towards Him. We can walk together in agreement because we share the same essential moral nature as
Christ. :unquote
Indeed, He can but not without the vision imputed to us we must preserve. From the KJV read Eph.1:1. Take note the in
sightful conjunctive: "Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, AND to the f
aithful in Christ Jesus: Ephesians 1:1 (KJV)
What can we take from that except to see saints as students reaching for the complete substance of faithfulness in Chris
t. We are made white by the Blood of the Lamb and remain so by the continual washing of the water of the Word; the co
mmandments and Testimony of Jesus Christ.
Quote:
I see then the whole Body of Christ as the One New Man (Ephesians 2:15); where there is neither Jew nor Greek, there
is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28) Non-Jews a
re made partakers of the promises through the New Covenant, as the plan of God 'in Christ' was from the foundation of t
he World. (Ephesians 1:4ff) Paul reminds us in Romans 2:29, but he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is th
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at of the heart, in the Spirit, not in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God. :unquote
I agree wholeheartedly and by that understanding we can see the man-child in Rev 12 as being that multi-membered B
ody.
Oh, BTW, If a new heart given by God, why the need to circumcise it? . . :0)
Thank you, Robert. I can't remember when I have enjoyed an exchange more than this one. You have made some good
points.
I pray, as we see time running out, this one will be one of many that we might rid ourselves of the petty bickering and get
serious with God for much needed adjustments to our pet doctrines..Thank you.
Lov'in Jesus,
Cross Reference

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 3:24
by jimp on 2012/10/26 22:07:12
hi, this will be the 65th post on this matter. people are going to hell for lack of knowlege of the gospel as we sit and pond
er this question that if we had the exact answer it would not change one thing in the world.we need to quit being so nitpic
king about this or the end times or anything else that we have no control over and go knock on a neighbors door and off
er friendship,love and the gospel and any help he or she might need that we could meet in Jesus name.jimp :unquote
Unless we "are" before we "do" what good will "doing" be worth? If we go before being sent, will Jesus go with us?
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 3:33
by RobertW on 2012/10/26 17:17:05

Quote:
-------------------------We then have to define what we mean when we say 'have not the Spirit' in Romans 8. You will know that Jesus spoke of how the Di
sciples were given to Him of His Father (John 6:39,10:29, ed. 17:12, etc.); so they were 'His'. (John 17:12) What was their relationship to the Holy Spiri
t when they were 'His'? We have that in John 14:17, Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth
him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
So we see then that they were His, having been given to Him of the Father in John 6:39, 10:29, etc.; but their relationship with the Holy Spirit was "ye k
now him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." (14:17b)
-------------------------

The "IN' part being fulfilled in John 20:22!

I was hoping we could have discussed this point further, as this is only half of the answer in dealing with Romans 8.

Hope that explains further. Blessings.
-------------------------

Excellent Post!__All of it!
Question: What can we say must be the outward evidence of the new birth?
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 3:38
by bearmaster on 2012/10/26 14:57:22
I guess tbe question in ny mind is if one like Abraham was saved by faith. Did he have to be born again? Could an O. T.
saint be saved by faith and not be born again?
-------------------------

I believe I have already stated one could not be born again before the death, resurrection and glorification of Jesus. cf J
ohn 20:22. Since I believe that to be accurate I leave you to consider the salvation of the OT saints who were not even r
edeemed. I hope you arrive at a satisfactory conclusion to the matter that you will share.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 4:09
I highly recommend everyone read this book:
|
Excerpts from Â“The Ultimate IntentionÂ” (1) Â– by Devern Fromke
He wrote it back in the 60's. I taught from it in the 70's.
There are some more endorsements over in "General Topics" section.
-------------------------

Â“I believe the hour has come when God is initiating another major recovery. This time it is not just a truth, but the restor
ation of something so imperative that it will give the ultimate perspective to all truth.Â” (Preface, pg.9)
Â“Believers may not often realize it, but even as believers we are either centered in man, or centered in God. There is n
o alternative. Either God is the center of our universe and we have become rightly adjusted to Him, or we have made ou
rselves the center and are attempting to make all else orbit around us and for us. When the truth dawns, we are amazed
to discover how the snare of making all things to revolve around man has been the bane of most of our preaching and te
aching. This is true even of the area of teaching which is considered to be of the deeper life emphasis. As long as men a
re victims of this wrong philosophy and approach to truth, they cannot avoid reckoning from a self-center. When the cent
er is wrong, then everything in our reckoning is wrong. It is my prayer that in these pages the reader will discover the lost
coin of truth and be prepared to take what may seem like drastic measures in accepting a new center, where the whole
conception of the Christian life is changed from man-consciousness to God-consciousness; from man as the center to G
od as the center from which all truth is seen. Â” (Preface, pg.10)

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/27 4:21
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary
John 20:22
Â Â Â 22. he breathed on them--a symbolical conveyance to them of the Spirit.
Â Â Â and saith, Receive ye the Holy Ghost--an earnest and first-fruits of the more copious Pentecostal effusion.
If they received the fulness of the Holy Spirit in them forever at this time, why Pentecost? Acts 2:4 And they were all fill
ed with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
The Fourfold Gospel and Commentary on Acts
John 20:22
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit. And as the New Testa
ment is now sealed in his blood according to the commission under which he came, he, in turn, commissions the twelve
to go forth and proclaim its provisions. Symbolic of the baptism which they were to receive at Pentecost, he breathes up
on them.
(TFG 753)
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A. T. Robertson's Word Pictures
John 20:22
He breathed on them (enephusÃªsen). First aorist active indicative of emphusaÃ´, late verb, here only in N.T. though ele
ven times in the LXX and in the papyri. It was a symbolic art with the same word used in the LXX when God breathed th
e breath of life upon Adam (Ge 2:7). It occurs also in Eze 37:9. See Christ's promise in Joh 16:23. Jesus gives the discip
les a foretaste of the great pentecost. Receive ye the Holy Ghost (labete pneuma hagion). Second aorist (ingressive) act
ive imperative of lambanÃ´. Note absence of article here (pneuma hagion) though to pneuma to hagion in Joh 14:26. No
real distinction is to be observed, for Holy Spirit is treated as a proper name with or without the article.
John Wesley's Notes on the Bible
John 20:22
Verse 22. He breathed on them - New life and vigour, and saith, as ye receive this breath out of my mouth, so receive ye
the Spirit out of my fulness: the Holy Ghost influencing you in a peculiar manner, to fit you for your great embassy. This
was an earnest of pentecost.
Just a few.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 4:56
Re: Reply To This Post |
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown Commentary
John 20:22
22. he breathed on them--a symbolical conveyance to them of the Spirit.
and saith, Receive ye the Holy Ghost--an earnest and first-fruits of the more copious Pentecostal effusion.
If they received the fulness of the Holy Spirit in them forever at this time, why Pentecost? Acts 2:4 And they were all
filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. __and on and on:
-------------------------

If you truly want the conclusion to this matter all that is necessary is to look at the life of Jesus and perhaps ask the ques
tion why He needed to be baptized with/by the Holy Ghost before being sent into the world? Was He not already born "in
dwelt" by the Holy Spirit who abode "with" Him throughout 30 yrs of His life and then was "Clothed" with power when the
Holy Spirit came "upon" Him. Why all this when we think of Him as being God? And did He not say that that which was i
n, with, and upon Him was purposed for those born again from above? Forthrightly considering this will more than sugge
st your submitted commentators to be wrong in their "opinions". They are so because their agenda is to first support thei
r subjective biased doctrine. For this the Church has suffered great loss.

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 5:59
QUOTE : Here is the passage: "But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even
to them that believe on his name: John 1:12 (KJV)
"Receiving Him" is to explain John 20:22, doncha think? END OF QUOTE
Yes I think so.
He gives them power but there are things they must learn first. These things culminate in the experience of Romans 7 w
here the man understands fully the failure and uselessness of the flesh in serving God, even the best service he can giv
e God. If it is not entirely under the control of the Spirit it is not acceptable and full delivery from the old nature is require
d so that the man can be perfect nor saved from sin - entire sanctification in other words.
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Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2012/10/27 6:41
dear cro,i have read and enjoyed your post for they are well writen andcome from a heart filled with God's Spirit. in my g
oing; igo because i have been sent. as you go,or go into all the world ...Jesus said these are not my followers ... they sai
d why... He said for I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat... whatever you do to the least of these;you do unto M
e..in respect and love,jimp
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 8:22
Ho CroRef,
You asked:

Quote:
-------------------------Oh, BTW, If a new heart given by God, why the need to circumcise it?
-------------------------

Circumcision of the heart and the topic of 'the flesh' and what exactly it is, have been discussed at great length here in th
e past, so I will only touch my understanding of it briefly.
Paul said plainly, But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. (Romans 8:9a). I s
ee the flesh two different ways depending on whom is being spoken to. If I am speaking to the unregenerate, the word fl
esh means man's human nature spoiled by 'The Sin'. In my view 'The Sin' (Sin the dynamic as opposed to sin(s) the dee
ds) entered the world through Adam so that all that are 'IN' Adam share in His fallen human nature (Adamic nature). The
y that are 'IN' Adam are also walking according to the course of this world and the spirit that is now working in the sons o
f disobedience. (Ephesians 2). This person would be truly uncircumcised in heart and ears. This is the uncircumcision of
their flesh.
When a person is baptized into Jesus Christ by the Spirit, were are taken out of Adam and are put 'IN' the Last Adam (J
esus Christ). So we are all either in the First Adam or the Last Adam. A person can be 'saved' (justified) and be in the Fir
st Adam, but they were not in the Kingdom of God. Not even John the Baptist was in the Kingdom of God. Why? Becaus
e the Kingdom of God is for those that are living out the reality of the New Covenant through the One Baptism in the Spir
it.
Consider this reasoning:
John the Baptist knew he would not be part of the regeneration of believers while on earth. I'm referring again to palenge
nesis (&#960;&#945;&#955;&#953;&#947;&#947;&#949;&#957;&#949;&#963;&#943;&#945;&#962;) spoken of in Titus
3:5. How do we know he would not be a part of it? Watch the personal pronouns:
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not w
orthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire: (Matthew 3:11)
Notice what John the Baptist did NOT say. He did not say He will baptize 'us'; he said Jesus Christ will baptize 'you'. Thi
s is the great One Baptism in the Holy Spirit of Acts 2:1 that Paul speaks of in Ephesians 4:5. John never lived to see th
e Kingdom of God come on the earth (though He preached it) except as that Kingdom was revealed in the person of Jes
us Christ. The Kingdom of God is God's absolute domain. Like Jesus as the Temple when He walked the earth, He was
also the Kingdom of God. He was the ONLY person on earth at that time that lived by every word that was proceeding fr
om the mouth of God. Everyone else in some measure fell short. Some disobeyed when God spoke and others didn't bo
ther to even enquire of the Lord. Jesus said 'my meat is to go the will of Him that sent me'. This is the attitude of heart of
those that are in the Kingdom of God. This is NON-Adamic nature. This is NON-flesh.
As a quick aside we have a definition of 'the flesh' given by Paul in Galatians 4:23, "...But he who was of the bondwoma
n was born after the flesh." Ishmael is called a 'child of the flesh'. Why? Because Abraham refused to wait for the promis
e when it seemed to tarry and took matters into his own hands. His wife was the agent of temptation and he hearkened t
o her voice. To hearken to another voice (promise, revelation, vision, etc.) other than what God has said is to be moving
in the flesh. Very simple. A sinner does not have the Spirit, but rather is moving in the spirit of disobedience (Ephesians
2); so all that they can ever do is 'in the flesh' because they are not living according to God's will but some OTHER will.
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The Law, the Priests and the Prophets were agents of the revelation of God's will. This is how God broke into this world
with His Kingdom- by giving folk opportunity to submit to the King and Judge of all the earth.
Back to John BaptistJohn the Baptist was the greatest man that ever lived (save Jesus) prior to Pentecost. Yet we have these important word
s from Jesus, "but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he." (Luke 7:28b) by implication John was NOT i
n the Kingdom of God. This Kingdom was proclaimed and was coming in the person of Jesus Christ. He was utterly sub
mitted to God so that when He resisted the Devil in the wilderness, etc., the Devil fled from Him. Jesus also cast the devi
ls out of many people. John the Baptist was martyred before he could undergo the One Baptism that he preached about.
All the baptisms to this point in the OT, including John's Baptism of Repentance- were pointing to Paul's ONE Baptism.
This is the archetype baptism. Not baptism in water, but baptism into the one body of Jesus Christ by the Spirit.
Jesus said that there was none greater born of women than John the Baptist; that is to say none that had only been born
of the flesh (John 3). But the least in the Kingdom of God was going to be greater than John. Why? Because the people
that would live under the New Covenant, in the Kingdom of God, 'IN Christ', would coem into that experience by the One
great Baptism Paul preached in Ephesians 4. All other baptisms and the revelation they provide us with throughout the
Old Testament point to this 'One Baptism' that John Baptist and Paul spoke of. I cannot possibly over emphasize this tru
th. Everything down through history has been moving to that one great epic reality.
Circumcised IN Christ
And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power: In whom also ye are circumcised with the cir
cumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: Buried with hi
m in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the
dead. (Colossians 2:10-12)
Everything that Christ accomplished on the Cross, including dying to Sin itself, is appropriated to us that are baptized by
the Spirit INTO Him. IF any man be in Christ he/she is a New Creature. The flesh is circumcised from our heart. This is
why Paul could say emphatically, But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you.
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. (Romans 8:9)
So we see then, that we have to get INTO Christ and STAY in Christ in order to enjoy all of the benefits that are made p
ossible IN Him. If a person reverts back to their former manor of life and becomes carnal or 'double-minded' then they w
e need to come back to Christ in repentance and faith. In the words of Jesus to Ephesus, "repent and do the FIRST wor
ks." The first works are the works they did at first as outlined in Acts 19. If we build again the things we destroyed we ma
ke ourselves transgressors, etc.
No matter how great a work God does in man he/she can still choose to rebel. We are not given a circumcised new hear
t and a new spirit in such a way that we become automoton, but are to take the whole armout of God and the many adm
onishions in the N.T. in order to be victorious in this present evil world. The problem that ised to be 'within' is now, for tho
se that are in Christ, 'without'. The temptations are external. We have 'learned from Christ' (Ephesians 2:20-21) how to li
ve. Sorry so long. Blessings.
Re: - posted by rnieman, on: 2012/10/27 8:24
Hi Phillip,
In a previous post you quoted the following in regards to Peter and Pentecost
Â“Mt 26:34 Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.
Mt 26:74 Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man. And immediately the cock crew.
Mt 26:75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thric
e. And he went out, and wept bitterly.Â”
Then you stated:
Â“To answer your question; the apostles were saved as in the old testament, before Pentecost, but not saved as by birth
and becoming the offspring of God our Father in the New Testament.Â”
I guess my question is where in your opinion did Peter stand before and after Pentecost? What did Pentecost do for Pet
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er?
Blessings,
Russ

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 9:01

by RobertW on 2012/10/27 5:22:42

When a person is baptized into Jesus Christ by the Spirit, were are taken out of Adam and are put 'IN' the Last Adam (J
esus Christ). So we are all either in the First Adam or the Last Adam. A person can be 'saved' (justified) and be in the Fir
st Adam, but they were not in the Kingdom of God. Not even John the Baptist was in the Kingdom of God.
-------------------------

I fully agree!

Quote:
-------------------------Why? Because the Kingdom of God is for those that are living out the reality of the New Covenant through the One Baptism in the S
pirit.
-------------------------

Perhaps since they must first see it upon being born again. Some never do to miss out on a perspective with a vision purposed to not only sustain but
assist in "knowing" God. "The kingdom of God suffers violence and the violent take it by force". It is the "pearl of great price" thing.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 9:47
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 5:22:42
Ho CroRef,
You asked:

Quote:
-------------------------Oh, BTW, If a new heart given by God, why the need to circumcise it?
-------------------------

Circumcision of the heart and the topic of 'the flesh' and what exactly it is, have been discussed at great length here in th
e past, so I will only touch my understanding of it briefly.
-------------------------

Personally I don't see anyone receiving a new heart for the purpose of believing God nor one that needs circumcised for
the same reason__circumcision being a spiritual reckoning for overcoming our flesh for establishing a singleness of eye
__given the scriptures I have already submitted.
You have written much that by saying all you have I am still not sure where you stand on the issue of baptism
Here is where I am:
Assuming salvation:
!. We are reconciled by Christ by the Holy Spirit.
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Assuming the New birth that can be at the same time:
2. He then is the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit that enables for ministry.
1 and 2 both carry with them the responsibility to faithfulness for what is expected. I see 1. as me choosing Jesus while
2. is Jesus choosing me because of what He sees in my heart, to have the confidence I will follow through to knowing H
im as He desires. Having established myself in the new birth, do I believe for His Baptism?? Other way of asking the sa
me question: Do I love Him that intimacy with Him is paramount in my heart? If it is then the Baptism of Jesus Christ per
Acts 2 will be a certainty. I know this to be true, which is my answer.
Consider this passage still being experienced by many and for the reasons stated the which Paul spoke of as elementar
y truths:
"Whom shall he teach knowledge? and whom shall he make to understand doctrine? them that are weaned from the mil
k, and drawn from the breasts.
For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:
For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.
To whom he said, This is the rest wherewith ye may cause the weary to rest; and this is the refreshing:. . . . ." Isaiah 28:
9-12 (KJV) cf Heb. 6:1,2.
Check out Act 19:1-7 in this light as well acts 18:24-26 to see this is what was happening.
Thanks, Robert.

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 9:55
Quote:
------------------------- A person can be 'saved' (justified) and be in the First Adam, but they were not in the Kingdom of God. Not even John the Baptist w
as in the Kingdom of God. Why? Because the Kingdom of God is for those that are living out the reality of the New Covenant through the One Baptism
in the Spirit.
-------------------------

Brother Robert thank you for bringing this out. This is exactly how I was trying to write this in a recent pre-post that neve
r made it to print. I had a long post written up only to find myself wondering how to marry the person who is justified freel
y by grace through faith and that same person who does not go further and receive the One Baptism. How they can be s
aved without being born again by the One Baptism and the, "if any man hath not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His".
Since you seem to have knowledge and I see that you do the same thing that I have to do and "go out on a limb", the Lo
rd has given you wisdom on this matter, I would like for you to expound further that I may fully grasp what is happening t
o the folk that are Justified without being in the Kingdom or without the One Baptism. I believe this subject has been buri
ed over and very few know (including myself) how the redemption project works in the believer who believes in the Gosp
el but yet does not receive the promise of the One Baptism.
Give yourself time to feel out the Spirit before answering if needed.
Re: Croref - posted by Lysa (), on: 2012/10/27 11:03
Quote:
-------------------------Croref wrote:
Does that mean it shouldn't be discussed that one's thinking might be adjusted?
-------------------------

I just happened across this thread and saw your question! So being nine pages into it (IÂ’ve not read past page 1), IÂ’ll
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humbly say the following...
Â“Shouldn't it be discussed?Â” Yes and no, just be on the lookout b/c there are some people on SI that hold their own o
pinion in very high esteem and are very protective of Â“itÂ” and will fight to the bitter end (whatever means necessary) to
protect said opinion instead of just agreeing to disagree; but you've been here since 2008, so you must know this! :) :)
God bless you brother!!
Lisa

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 11:27
"The Two covenants" by Andrew Murray. A great read with much insight:

http://www.jesus.org.uk/vault/library/murray_two_covenants.pdf
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 11:35
Hi Approved,

Quote:
-------------------------I would like for you to expound further that I may fully grasp what is happening to the folk that are Justified without being in the King
dom or without the One Baptism.
-------------------------

I had wanted to answer this question yesterday as I could see it was coming up. It usually follows that we would have to
deal with those that lived in the Old Testament, given that Jesus said 'you must be born again' (John 3:3). What about th
e thief on the cross and others that may come to Christ in faith, but never move into the fullness of Christ. Do we have a
n example in the book of Acts? I think we do.
In Acts 19 and 20 we have an account of the birth of the church at Ephesus. Tracing the church at Ephesus from its birth
to Revelation 2 and beyond was the subject of my new book, "The Love You Had At First" (available on Amazon for thos
e interested). It was a pagan city that had a synagogue in place as a 'light' in the midst of the darkness. Apollos came pr
eaching in the synagogue the message of John the Baptist. It was all he knew. We then discover that there are disciples
also at Ephesus that have a near identical experience as Apollos (he later gains a full understanding). It is my view that t
hese disciples were probably the result of Apollos' preaching. They were baptized with John's baptism.
Paul arrives at Ephesus and asks these disciples a question; "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" (Acts
19:2a NKJV) Notice that Paul does not 'tell' them that they received the Holy Spirit when they believed, but he 'asks' the
m if they received when they believed. Paul does not believe receiving the Spirit is determined by a process of logical de
ductions drawn from proof texts as we find pervasive in modern Evangelicalism. He wants to know, "Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed.Â” The evidence Paul is looking for is personal testimony based on conscious reality. The
y had already believed and confessed, but had not received. It is my view that these disciples were NOT in the Kingdom
of God 'yet'. They were justified by faith and were in some sense disciples, but Paul senses something about them and a
sks them this great question.
Hypothetically speaking if one of them were to die before they received the Spirit they would still be 'saved' (justified), be
cause our standing with God is not based upon sanctification, but upon the finished work of the Cross. As we may reaso
nably assume, there is ample reason to believe that their faith was genuine; and yet they had not 'consciously' received t
he Holy Spirit. If anyone should know it is the person, so Paul asks them and assumes he will get an answer. They said t
hat they had not as much as heard that there by any Holy Spirit. The sequence then follows from Acts 19:4-6.
Notice that these folks did not argue with Paul. As soon as they heard that God had something (someone) for them that t
hey had not yet received, they were on it. There was a hunger to do God's will and be all that He wanted them to be. Thi
s is evidence of genuine repentance. Now we are back to Acts 7 and Stephen's sermon again. Stephen told the people t
hat God did not desire to dwell in temples made with hands, but wanted to live IN man (Isaiah 66:1ff). But there was a pr

Page 33/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

oblem; though God wanted to come INTO man, men do always resist the Holy Spirit. They don't want the absolute Lords
hip of Christ, for Him to reign in them as He reigned in the Wilderness Tabernacle or in Solomon's Temple or in the Heav
enly Temple for that matter. Christ is not just our Great High Priest that secures forgiveness of sins, He is also the King
of Kings. This is that which was after the order of Melchezidek. He is King/Priest IN those that are baptized into Him. Ma
ny people want a priest, but the don't want a king, but they are One Lord. He cannot cease to be King as He operates as
our Great High Priest, etc.
So it is my present understanding that if a person has not received the Spirit it is either because they donÂ’t have that re
velation yet or they are resisting Him. It is a simple thing to say but answers a myriad of questions; you simply cannot re
ceive the High Priest and resist the King at the same time. The Ephesian disciples wanted all that God wanted for them
and they went right through with God, without a fuss. Why did it take as long as it did for the Ephesians? They answered
, "No, we have not heard that there is a Holy Spirit." They did not have essential revelation. This tells us that the messag
e they received did not include the portion where John the Baptist told the people that Jesus Christ would baptize with th
e Holy Spirit and with Fire (Matt. 3:11). Perhaps it was because of the obscurity of the prophecy?
Who could have expounded on what baptized with the Â“Holy Ghost and with FireÂ” actually was before they witnessed
it for themselves on the day of Pentecost? It was the Glorification of Solomon's Temple all over again- except God did n
ot come into a Cedar and Gold Building, but into the Temple of Men. They were utterly glorified! God came into them to r
eign. They became members of the Kingdom of God on earth. From that day forward was the potential for men and wo
men to do God's will on earth as it is done in Heaven. This is why Paul made such radical statements about being dead t
o the world and the world being dead to him, etc. It is hard to fathom the level of Spirituality these men were moving in; b
ut it's what God wants for all of us if we will just stop resisting. Sometimes the order of the steps in the process are mixe
d around, but there has to be a willingness to obey God.
So what about those that died and were not born again? My present understanding is based on a passage in Hebrews 1
2:23,... To the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the
spirits of just men made perfect. Notice that last portion, "the spirits of just men made perfect." These men and women s
aw te promise afar off and embraced it and declared plainly that they were strangers and pilgrims in the earth. Why? Be
cause they sought a city that had foundations, whose builder and maker was God. (Hebrews 11:10) They refused to be
mindful of that place from which they came out, lest they had been tempted to return. But they sought a Heavenly city w
here God was not ashamed to be called their God. These all died in faith, seeing the promises afar off. They, in my view,
upon entrance into their reward are (were) 'made perfect'. Blessings.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 12:00
Hi CoRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Personally I don't see anyone receiving a new heart for the purpose of believing God nor one that needs circumcised for the same r
eason__circumcision being a spiritual reckoning for overcoming our flesh for establishing a singleness of eye __given the scriptures I have already sub
mitted.
-------------------------

I think we are in agreement here. I see salvation as by grace through faith. When I say 'faith' I mean right response to G
od when He reveals His will to us. I do not believe that a person needs to be born again to exercise faith. God speaks an
d we are enabled by the grace encapsulated in His word, to believe.

Quote:
-------------------------You have written much that by saying all you have I am still not sure where you stand on the issue of baptism
Here is where I am:
Assuming salvation:
!. We are reconciled by Christ by the Holy Spirit.
Assuming the New birth that can be at the same time:
2. He then is the Baptizer with the Holy Spirit that enables for ministry.
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1 and 2 both carry with them the responsibility to faithfulness for what is expected. I see 1. as me choosing Jesus while 2. is Jesus choosing me becau
se of what He sees in my heart, to have the confidence I will follow through to knowing Him as He desires. Having established myself in the new birth,
do I believe for His Baptism?? Other way of asking the same question: Do I love Him that intimacy with Him is paramount in my heart? If it is then the
Baptism of Jesus Christ per Acts 2 will be a certainty. I know this to be true, which is my answer.
-------------------------

I think we see this very much the same way. For me, as a neo-Pentecostal, I don't quite tow the party line of main strea
m Pentecostalism. I believe that Baptism in the Holy Spirit takes a person out of Adam and places them INTO Christ and
with all comes ALL of the benefits of the New Covenant. Unlike many pentecostal brethren, I think the experience is muc
h more than power for ministry. I believe it is the great experience that turned Saul into Paul and a timid cursing fisherma
n like Peter, into the great Apostle that moved in the reality of Christ in the book of Acts. This means I believe that there
could very well be people that have had the experience of Baptism in the Holy Spirit, but yet they do not move in any of t
he gifts (prophecy, tongues, etc.) because of how they understand the scriptures as it relates to those things. In other wo
rds, they 'can' and have that capacity, but for reasons known only to God, they do not. There are far too many people th
at have served God in great power for them to have not been baptized into Christ by the Holy Spirit. I do on the other ha
nds believe tongues to be somewhat normative in Acts and definitely there was a prophetic element to thoase that had b
een Baptized into Christ by the Spirit.
On the other hand, I have seen people 'speak in tongues' and yet they did not move in the reality of the New Covenant.
So I think the primary proof that one is IN Christ is that they are led by the Spirit and yield the Fruit of the Spirit- primarily
Love. (Romans 5:5) If I don't see the fruit of the Spirit in a persons life I'm not interested in their prophesies, tongues, etc
. Now that I've gotten way out on the limb... Blessings.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 12:02
Quote:
-------------------------"The Two covenants" by Andrew Murray. A great read with much insight:
-------------------------

This is a great read. I would also recommend a book by a dear brother that used to contribute a lot in these forums, Ron
Bailey (philologos). http://www.amazon.com/The-Better-Covenant-ebook/dp/B0077RR14C
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 12:07
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 8:35:40

Hi again Robert!
Bottom line: The new birth notwithstanding, what is required for "complete" salvation an understanding of the scriptures
give us that is made effective on either side of the cross?
Hint: Romans 5:1.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 12:30
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------Bottom line: The new birth notwithstanding, what is required for "complete" salvation an understanding of the scriptures give us that
is made effective on either side of the cross?
-------------------------
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Agreed. Justification is by grace through faith. Always has been and always will be. blessings.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 12:47
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 9:30:32
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------Bottom line: The new birth notwithstanding, what is required for "complete" salvation an understanding of the scriptures give us that
is made effective on either side of the cross?
-------------------------

Agreed. Justification is by grace through faith. Always has been and always will be. blessings.
-------------------------

But justification without the shed blood of Jesus is short of salvation. Without the Blood the Justified would have remaine
d separated from God, held captive by death.. Paradise would still be in use. That is what I see from Rom.5:1.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 12:54
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------But justification without the shed blood of Jesus is short of salvation. Without the Blood the Justified would have remained separate
d from God, held captive by death.. Paradise would still be in use. That is what I see from Rom.5:1.
-------------------------

I heard an illustration concerning propitiation and the Blood of Christ that I have found useful. A man takes his 5 children
to the Zoo and the ticket taker allows the first three through without a ticket. Why? Because they saw dad coming with th
e money in his hand. In like fashion, the saints of old were saved by the blood of Christ just as the saints today, because
for the OT saints the price paid to remove the offence was coming.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 13:04
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 9:54:48
Hi Coref,

Quote:
-------------------------But justification without the shed blood of Jesus is short of salvation. Without the Blood the Justified would have remained separate
d from God, held captive by death.. Paradise would still be in use. That is what I see from Rom.5:1.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------I heard an illustration concerning propitiation and the Blood of Christ that I have found useful. A man takes his 5 children to the Zoo
and the ticket taker allows the first three through without a ticket. Why? Because they saw dad coming with the money in his hand. In like fashion, the
saints of old were saved by the blood of Christ just as the saints today, because for the OT saints the price paid to remove the offence was coming.
-------------------------

If they had been saved they, when they died, would have been admitted directly into the presence of God. Jesus would
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have not have had to descend into the grave to set them free..

Re: A different view about the Ephesus Disciples, on: 2012/10/27 13:21
Dear brother Robert,
Thank you for your wonderful post. This was the kind of detailed response that I was originally seeking when I started
this conversation. I was specifically wanting clarity on the apostles as well as the Ephesus disciples.
Forgive me if I am wrong brother, but are you suggesting that the Ephesus disciples were not born again, until Paul laid
his hands on them, and it was then that they received the indwelling Holy Spirit and became born again?
This was in fact my original question, so you have given a wonderful response. However, I am leaning towards the
alternate view to what actually happened when they met Paul..

Quote:
-------------------------Paul arrives at Ephesus and asks these disciples a question; "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" (Acts 19:2a NKJ
V) Notice that Paul does not 'tell' them that they received the Holy Spirit when they believed, but he 'asks' them if they received when they believed.
-------------------------

Again, I see here that you are assuming that Paul is asking them if they were in fact "born again" of the Spirit. If Paul wa
s in fact asking them this, then of course he would not tell them that they had already received (become born again) bec
ause how would he know, how would anyone know, except the Spirit Himself?
But what if Paul was simply asking them if they had received the Holy Spirit, as in the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit"? This
would make a lot more sense to me, and is making a lot more sense, the more I am studying this topic of being born aga
in and then in addition to this, receiving a second blessing, the "baptism of the Holy Spirit".
It seems if you are saying that Paul was asking them to articulate the "science" behind them becoming born again? If th
at is the case, I do not agree.

Quote:
-------------------------Hypothetically speaking if one of them were to die before they received the Spirit they would still be 'saved' (justified), because our s
tanding with God is not based upon sanctification, but upon the finished work of the Cross. As we may reasonably assume, there is ample reason to b
elieve that their faith was genuine; and yet they had not 'consciously' received the Holy Spirit. If anyone should know it is the person, so Paul asks the
m and assumes he will get an answer. They said that they had not as much as heard that there by any Holy Spirit.
-------------------------

Your quote above suggests again that you do in fact believe these guys were NOT born again before Paul met them. A
gain, I offer the alternate view that they were in fact already saved, born again, had the Spirit, but because they had nev
er even heard that there was such a person as the Holy Spirit, they did not know or have any doctrinal explanation of the
new birth, and certainly had no understanding of the baptism in the Holy Spirit as manifested on the day of Pentecost.
It seems more probably that they had been already been reborn, had a new heart but did not know the exact "science" o
f how this had taken place. So when Paul meets them he sees evidence of their faith but is now asking them if had they
had received the "enduement of power from on high", the overflow of the Holy Spirit...the "out of your innermost being wi
ll flow RIVERS of living water...this he spoke of the Holy Spirit " experience.
This brings me to three critical points.
I believe that it is possible for them or ANYONE for that matter to be born again, born of the Holy Spirit and not have an
understanding or a theological knowledge of who the Holy Spirit actually is. It is the Holy Spirit who enlightens us, He is
the one who brings us to a conviction of sin, to urge us to repent of our sins and to believe on Christ to be saved. Accord
ing to Jesus's explanation in John 3, they seem to have fulfilled the conditions for the Holy Spirit to bring them to new birt
h? Or am I missing something?
Secondly, is much like the first point above...do we need an explanation of who the Spirit is, before He can work in our h
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eart? If we take the view that Paul was leading them into the new birth but FIRST had to explain who the Spirit was, that
He actually exists, then we reduce His work down to a very natural level. They did not need to know and neither does a
nyone need to know that the Holy Spirit even exists before that same person is born again by the agency of the Holy Spi
rit.
Thirdly, if it was only possible for the Ephesus believers to become born again (receive the Holy Spirit) by the laying on o
f Paul's or another Apostles hands, how is then that any of us are born again...I certainly never had anyone lay his hand
s on me when I received the Holy Spirit.
So in conclusion, I would suggest that these believers were already born again by the Spirit, that their hearts were alrea
dy changed, that they were in fact already children of God, "Sons of God" and had the indwelling Christ by the agency of
the Holy Spirit? Much the same way Paul describes it here. "He anointed us, set his seal of ownership on us, and put hi
s Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come." 2 Cor 1:22. But, they did not have the fullness of the
Spirit yet and Paul found that out. Paul prayed for them and they then received the "Baptism in the Holy Spirit" in the sa
me manner that the 120 disciples did on the day of Pentecost.
To be perfectly honest with you, I did not understand this passage before I initiated this thread, but because of the multit
ude of responses and my own study, I believe I have a better understanding now. I hope this post above helps others w
ho are likewise searching for answers.
In Christ,
Mark

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 13:26
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------If they had been saved they, when they died, would have been admitted directly into the presence of God. Jesus would have not ha
ve had to descend into the grave to set them free.
-------------------------

Probably a better word would have been 'justified' rather than 'saved'. And I do agree that 'Abraham's Bosom' (Paradise)
was relocated to Heaven through the effectual working of the cross. Jesus told the thief "you will be with me in Paradise"
and Paul said later, "I was caught 'up' unto Paradise". This word 'Paradise' (&#960;&#945;&#961;&#945;&#948;&#949;&
#943;&#963;&#8179;) is found in the LXX in Genesis 2:8 and rendered 'the garden' (of Eden). Traditionally, this was the
good department of Hades where the heirs to the righteousness of God that is by faith await the resurrection. this is why
I to associate Paradise with AbrahamÂ’s bosom (Luke 16:22-23). Blessings.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 13:48
Hi Awakened, (edited)

Quote:
-------------------------Forgive me if I am wrong brother, but are you suggesting that the Ephesus disciples were not born again, until Paul laid his hands o
n them, and it was then that they received the indwelling Holy Spirit and became born again?
-------------------------

When I think of being born again, I am thinking of palengenesis that I believe is defined primarily by the fact that Jesus C
hrist is stitting on the throne of a person heart. We then have to ask ourselves, if Paul said there is really only 'One' Bapti
sm, why did he say this and at what point did this Baptism take place in the life of the Disciples? We are moving in tall co
rn here, and a great many things become very uncomfortable to consider. But if we want to walk in what the New Testa
ment believers walked in and not something lesser, then I think we have to trace carefully exactly what their experience
was.
The coming of the Spirit was at Pentecost. For me, this is the great Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Fire that John the Bap
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tist spoke of and is also what Paul referred to when he stated that we are all baptized into one body by the Spirit. To me,
this is how we get 'IN' to Jesus Christ and it is by Spirit baptism. I am keeping my eye closely on Ephesians 4:5 so that I
don't make two baptisms; i.e. one in John 20:22 and one in Acts 2:1ff. If Paul is right in saying that there is really only O
NE Baptism, just as though their be gods many there is only ONE God, then I have to ask myself where to find this ONE
Baptism Paul is speaking of in Ephesians 4:5. For me, the sheer magnitude of the event points to Acts 2:1ff.
Paul takes this up in Galatians 3:14, That the blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ; tha
t we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. So we see then that the promise of the Spirit is in view as the g
reat promise the Gentiles were to partake of. In Acts 19, Paul is simply asking these people if they received the Holy Spi
rit when they believed. I don't think he wants a scientific answer, but an experiencial answer. Maybe I would word it this
way, "Do you recall when God came in to you?" "Did God (the Holy Spirit) come IN to you when you believed?" They ha
d already believed and were already justified, but now Paul is wanting them to be baptized by one Spirit into the one Bod
y of Christ. He wants them to have what John Baptist spoke of.
When we are Baptized into Christ God appropriates to us everything that Christ achieved on the cross in terms of His vic
tory over Sin. Unlike the first Adam that failed and we had to suffer under the burden of his history, being in Christ (the la
st Adam) by baptism into His Body, we are made potentially as Christlike and godly as we were potentially sinful and de
vilish under old Adam. The New Creature is one that is IN Christ. I know of no other way to get INTO Christ than by bapti
sm into His one Body. To me Jesus said it, For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Gh
ost not many days hence. (Acts 1:5) This is post John 20:22 and in my view is the promise that God had been wanting t
o send all along- that He might by the Spirit take whosoever will out of Adam and put them INTO Christ. This is the great
est event in the history of mankind in my view. Hope that helps. Blessings.
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 14:16
Hi brother Robert,
I think you were directing your answer at me (Mark) and not Approved?
At any rate, I am not debating the use of the word Baptism, in fact I agree with Zac Poonen when he states that the King
James version incorrectly uses the word baptism, in respect to the "baptism of the Holy Spirit".
The better understanding of Pentecost, according to Poonen is that the disciples received the "immersion under the und
er Spirit".
Explained this way there is no issue with "one baptism", and we can agree on Ephesians 4. I don't have the link off han
d but there is a wonderful sermon given by brother Zac explaining the Baptism of the Holy Spirit.
To my larger point though, I think I have come to the understanding at this point in my life that I can be born again of the
Holy Spirit but still not experience the fullness of the Spirits life in me but that can happen once I am "immersed in the H
oly Spirit", as a separate distinct, and ongoing experience to salvation (being born again).
And therefore I believe that the Ephesus disciples were born again but received the "immersion of the Holy Spirit" when
Paul prayed for them.
Do you brother Robert hold to this same view? Which also seems to be the view of many of the preachers on this site (
Wilkerson, Ravenhill, Conlon, Poonen, Reidhead etc), that there is to be had for the born again believer a separate, disti
nct, secondary experience often referred to as the "baptism of the Holy Spirit", but we can call this the "immersion of the
Holy Spirit".
Would you mind clarifying that point, as this will help me understand a lot of your previous writings. Thanks brother.
In Christ,
Mark
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 14:55
Hi Awakened,
Sorry about the misaddress earlier to Approved.

Quote:
-------------------------Do you brother Robert hold to this same view? Which also seems to be the view of many of the preachers on this site (Wilkerson, R
avenhill, Conlon, Poonen, Reidhead etc), that there is to be had for the born again believer a separate, distinct, secondary experience often referred to
as the "baptism of the Holy Spirit", but we can call this the "immersion of the Holy Spirit".
Would you mind clarifying that point, as this will help me understand a lot of your previous writings. Thanks brother.
-------------------------

My view would probably be similar, but not exactly the same (although there are variations among these men as well). I
believe that all Believers, past, present and future are 'justified' and have peace with God though the shed blood of our L
ord Jesus Christ. This, to me, is the 'first blessing' and everyone that is an heir to the righteousness that is of God by fait
h has this blessing.
A second blessing, in my understanding, is everything else God has promised in the New Covenant in Christ. It is the m
eans by which we can be made partakers of the Divine Nature. The trouble with explaining my view is that there are so
many assumptions and theologies that strive against what I'm trying to explain. It takes an almost fresh look at the New
Testament to see it. For the longest time I came down on the traditional lines of Classical Pentecostals or Second Blessi
ng Holiness, but giving it persistent thought and study I have come to a view, by way of comparison more in line with me
n like G.W. North.
There is a book he has written that is now out of print (though possibly available used) called 'One Baptism'. Several yea
rs ago I read the old book and it started me to thinking a little differently about these great things. For those interested it i
s here for free:
http://www.newtestamentpattern.net/biblestudy/onebaptism/the-end-of-all-flesh.htm
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 15:25
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 10:26:36
Hi Croref,

Quote:
------------------------Probably a better word would have been 'justified' rather than 'saved'. And I do agree that 'Abraham's Bosom' (Paradise) was relocated to Heaven thro
ugh the effectual working of the cross. Jesus told the thief "you will be with me in Paradise" and Paul said later, "I was caught 'up' unto Paradise". This
word 'Paradise' (&#960;&#945;&#961;&#945;&#948;&#949;&#943;&#963;&#8179;) is found in the LXX in Genesis 2:8 and rendered 'the garden' (of E
den). Traditionally, this was the good department of Hades where the heirs to the righteousness of God that is by faith await the resurrection. this is wh
y I to associate Paradise with AbrahamÂ’s bosom (Luke 16:22-23). Blessings.
-------------------------

Exactly!! We are on the same page. Thank you.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 15:45
Bro. Robert

Quote:
-------------------------The coming of the Spirit was at Pentecost. For me, this is the great Baptism in the Holy Spirit and Fire that John the Baptist spoke o
f and is also what Paul referred to when he stated that we are all baptized into one body by the Spirit. To me, this is how we get 'IN' to Jesus Christ an
d it is by Spirit baptism. I am keeping my eye closely on Ephesians 4:5 so that I don't make two baptisms; i.e. one in John 20:22 and one in Acts 2:1ff. I
f Paul is right in saying that there is really only ONE Baptism, just as though their be gods many there is only ONE God, then I have to ask myself wher
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e to find this ONE Baptism Paul is speaking of in Ephesians 4:5. For me, the sheer magnitude of the event points to Acts 2:1ff.
-------------------------

The Baptism of Jesus Christ,, spoken of by JTB, is not for baptizing anyone into the body of Christ. It is a for the endue
ment for power to function in ministry as Jesus functioned. One knows he has received something when it is experience
d, cf Acts 19:1-7. We both know that by confession and faith gifts one salvation. Being born again places him in the Bod
y of Christ. This, Jesus lived out for thirty years before He was baptized with the Holy spirit. Then it was He was driven in
to the wilderness to be tested__not until then.
Why think of our experience should be any different than that if indeed we believe that is what Jesus' experience was?
Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/27 16:33
I have really enjoyed following this thread. Some great posts and points put across with a good attitude to one another.
This is what this forum should be like!
Robert/ I appreciated your explanation on how you see the difference between justification and regeneration. I have rece
nty read Ron Bailey's book (The New Covenant) and it seemed he was alluding to this, but did not explain it. I was going
to ask him, but I think you have answed my question, as I'm sure you see it pretty much the same way.
So are you saying there are two class of believers? Those who are Justified and have their sins forgiven and then those
who are justified AND have been regenerated by receiving the Holy Spirit and are baptised into Christ? This would mean
the first group are not in Christ.
This seems to contradict a number of scripture. e.g Romans 8:9 says that anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ,
is not His (Christ's) and 1 John 5:11-12 "And this is the testimony that God has given us, eternal life, and this life is in Hi
s Son. v.12 He who has the son has life, he who does not have the son of God does not have life". It seems clear here t
hat if you don't have the Spirit, you don't have the Son and if you don't have the Son, you don't have eternal life. So how
can some one be justified and have eternal life (be saved) without having the Spirit ot the Son?
I am very sceptical about there being believers who are 'saved', but not 'in Christ' or in the body of Christ
I would say if there are 'so called belivers' (maybe better to say professors) that are not in Christ, that they are also not j
ustified and are lost and in need of salvation.
BTW -Ron's book is very good!
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 16:52
Quote:
------------------------- We are moving in tall corn here, and a great many things become very uncomfortable to consider.
-------------------------

Agreed. I am truly grateful as to the answers that God has enabled you to understand and to share them unto us. This i
s not a time to be offended because of one's upbringing and the way we have been taught, but like the Ephesians, they
wanted what Paul was talking about. They didn't argue doctrine, they soaked up what Paul was instructing them to do an
d they received it with open arms.
Another thing that I can't stand hearing is the downgrading of the Holy Spirit as something that is secondary for the purp
ose of power. Yet this is the very power that changes us. The One Baptism IS the new birth experience, it's not seconda
ry, it's paramount.
Jesus speaking to Peter saying, But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthe
n thy brethren. Luke 22:32
"When you are converted", Peter was not yet converted, this conversion comes at Pentecost.
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall c
ome from the presence of the Lord.
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"Times of refreshing" is the One Baptism to which we are baptized into Christ, hence, He shall baptize you with the Holy
Ghost and with fire.

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 16:56
Hi brother Robert,
Quote:
-------------------------My view would probably be similar, but not exactly the same (although there are variations among these men as well).
-------------------------

From what I can tell all these men hold to the same view that the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" is a separate and distinct ex
perience to being saved/born again under the new covenant. There are differences as to what they believe to be the initi
al evidence (tongues) but that is a side issue. To contrast the other view, those such as John MacArthur (whom I respec
t deeply) hold to the view that there is no separate and distinct "experience" called the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" and w
ould say that at conversion, when we are born again under the new covenant we receive the Holy Spirit and thats the en
d of it. I disagree with MacArthur on this.
In Him,
Mark
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 16:58
Coref said:
Quote:
------------------------- We both know that by confession and faith gifts one salvation. Being born again places him in the Body of Christ.
-------------------------

What Robert and what is rightly being divided here and what your sharing is not the same thing.
Before I totally misunderstand what was said, perhaps you can clarify it so we(at least I) can see where your going with t
his.
Thanks

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 17:05
Quote:
-------------------------Before I totally misunderstand what was said, perhaps you can clarify it so we(at least I) can see where your going with this.
-------------------------

Approved, who are you addressing, me? If so please be clearer in asking your question...what exactly do you want clarif
ied?
In Him,
Mark
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 17:11
Quote:
------------------------- So are you saying there are two class of believers? Those who are Justified and have their sins forgiven and then those who are ju
stified AND have been regenerated by receiving the Holy Spirit and are baptised into Christ? This would mean the first group are not in Christ.
-------------------------

Good question and my thoughts are with you brother on this issue. It's something that we all need to rectify in our thinki
ng so there is absolutely no doubts on the matter. When I read this I thought of a verse that came to mind and I will shar
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e it here.
Hebrews 11:39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise...
I am merely touching on this brother, perhaps the brother may have more understanding on the subject will expand this f
urther. But sufficient to say, these OT saints had faith even though they did not receive the promise of the Holy Ghost. T
hey were certainly saved being justified by faith even though they had not the Holy Spirit.
New questions arise but I am going to leave off until these other questions are dealt with.

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 17:15
Hey Mark, I was referring to Coref's post, I added the distinction. :o)
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 17:18
Here is a commentary on Acts 19 from brother Zac Poonen that addresses this passage. Scroll to the 30min mark to find
the appropriate place.
http://www.cfcindia.com/vbvaudio/Acts/10_Acts_17-24_19-22.mp3
Zac states that what happens in this passage is that the Ephesus disciples were "baptized in the Holy Spirit" after Paul l
aid hand on them, in the same manner that the other disciples were "baptized in the Holy Spirit" on the day of Pentecost.
Where am I going with this? My initial quest was to come to a clearer understanding of when and how the disciples and t
hen these other Ephesus believers were saved/born again.
Out of that quest has come clarity (to me at least) that all of these then were already saved/born again, and that at Pente
cost as well as when Paul prayed for the Ephesians, these already saved/born again individuals were then "baptized wit
h the Holy Spirit", or endued with the power of the Holy Spirit. It was a second blessing and in addition to the first blessin
g of them being born again.
That is the conclusion of the matter (for me)...it has been profitable and if others want to continue the discussion please f
eel free.
In Him,
Mark
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 17:22
Quote:
-------------------------Hey Mark, I was referring to Coref's post, I added the distinction. :o)
-------------------------

No worries brother, but I am glad you asked the question in general at first "where are you going with this" as it helped m
e bring my own thoughts to a conclusion.
Wow, what a blessing this community is, what a blessing that we can have such an uplifting, Christ honoring discussion
about doctrine and not resort to arguing or name calling. May we have many more like it!!!
Blessings,
Mark
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Re: , on: 2012/10/27 17:27
Indeed Mark.
I am not as near to coming to a conclusion on the matter, though I have much understanding from the Spirit of God, but t
o bring them in union with everything else requires that I submit to the Teacher that is teaching me through another. Usu
ally the Lord expounds His word to me, but this season I believe that He wants me to listen to Him in His people. This ha
s come at rare moments but I feel this is one of those times as what is being expressed is a confirmation that has been t
old me from the Holy Ghost, I just didn't know how to bring it altogether.
Bless you!
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 17:33
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------The Baptism of Jesus Christ,, spoken of by JTB, is not for baptizing anyone into the body of Christ.
-------------------------

I have heard this said many times in Pentecostal circles, but I have never seen a scriptural justification for it. It is usually
a matter of logical deduction. It is typically said to be 'power for service'. But this strains Ephesians 4:5 by making a sepe
rate baptism 'into' the Body to go with 'baptism in the Holy Spirit'. Paul says there is really just One Baptism. By that, it w
ould appear he means, there is the One Baptism that all others point to. This would be an archetype baptism. It would fu
rther seem, that the greatest of all baptisms would be saved as the finale. Blessings.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 17:47
Hi HeyDave,

Quote:
-------------------------So are you saying there are two class of believers? Those who are Justified and have their sins forgiven and then those who are jus
tified AND have been regenerated by receiving the Holy Spirit and are baptised into Christ? This would mean the first group are not in Christ.
This seems to contradict a number of scripture. e.g Romans 8:9 says that anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ, is not His (Christ's) and 1 Joh
n 5:11-12 "And this is the testimony that God has given us, eternal life, and this life is in His Son. v.12 He who has the son has life, he who does not ha
ve the son of God does not have life". It seems clear here that if you don't have the Spirit, you don't have the Son and if you don't have the Son, you d
on't have eternal life. So how can some one be justified and have eternal life (be saved) without having the Spirit ot the Son?
-------------------------

The way I reckon with this at this point in my understanding is that there are varying ways that a person can be Christ's.
When the Disciples had not yet received the Spirit they were still Christ's because the Father had given them to Him. Yo
u will know that Jesus spoke of how the Disciples were given to Him of His Father (John 6:39,10:29, ed. 17:12, etc.); so t
hey were 'His'. (John 17:12) What was their relationship to the Holy Spirit when they were 'His'? We have that in John 14
:17, Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know
him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.
So we see then that they were His, having been given to Him of the Father in John 6:39, 10:29, etc.; but their relationshi
p with the Holy Spirit was "ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you." (14:17b) This is three things:
1. ye know Him
2. He dwelleth with you
3. He shall be in you
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By implication, the Spirit was not in them at this time, but they are still Christ's. Having been born again, we are NOW th
e sons of God, that is to say, we are 'His' in the same way we are our earthly father's. We are not merely slaves that hav
e been purchased with a price, or friends as Jesus called the disciples, but have been made SONS. This brings to pass t
he saying in Hebrews 2:11-13:
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed to call
them brethren, saying:
Â“I will declare Your name to My brethren;
In the midst of the assembly I will sing praise to You.Â”
And again:
Â“I will put My trust in Him.Â” And again:
Â“Here am I and the children whom God has given Me.Â”
If I were to own a person as my slave as happened in the 1st Century often, I could say that the person is 'mine'. Why?
They belong to me and I own them by some means. But it would be a totally different thing for that slave to be supernatu
rally transformed into one of my biological sons. I could then say he was 'mine' in a way that is totally beyond what he w
as as a mere purchased possession. WKIP (we know in part).
Hope that explains further. Blessings.

Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/27 17:50
re-Approved. Quote:Hebrews 11:39 And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise
...
"I am merely touching on this brother, perhaps the brother may have more understanding on the subject will expand this
further. But sufficient to say, these OT saints had faith even though they did not receive the promise of the Holy Ghost. T
hey were certainly saved being justified by faith even though they had not the Holy Spirit."

Yes I agree with you on this that the OT saints and all pe-calvary believers would have been justfied by faith and saved,
yet not regenerated. However I think post-calvary all those who believe receive by faith the indwelling Spirit and are bapt
ised into Christ, not only justified. As has been quoted " the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than 'the greatest' (JT
B) under the OT law.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 17:56
Hi Heydave,

Quote:
-------------------------Yes I agree with you on this that the OT saints and all pe-calvary believers would have been justfied by faith and saved, yet not reg
enerated. However I think post-calvary all those who believe receive by faith the indwelling Spirit and are baptised into Christ, not only justified. As has
been quoted " the least in the Kingdom of God is greater than 'the greatest' (JTB) under the OT law.
-------------------------

I think we have a great deal of agreement here. The only question I have if we take the position that a person is baptized
into Christ by the Spirit upon confession and faith, etc., where can we see this happening in scripture as an event? Not j
ust that we assume it had to have happened because a person has repented and believed, etc. This would bring about a
radical change in a person if it happened. So it would seem to me to be an event that a person would never forget. If that
makes sense. Blessings.

Page 45/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 17:57
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 14:33:00
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------The Baptism of Jesus Christ,, spoken of by JTB, is not for baptizing anyone into the body of Christ.
-------------------------

I have heard this said many times in Pentecostal circles, but I have never seen a scriptural justification for it. It is usually
a matter of logical deduction. It is typically said to be 'power for service'. But this strains Ephesians 4:5 by making a sepe
rate baptism 'into' the Body to go with 'baptism in the Holy Spirit'. Paul says there is really just One Baptism. By that, it w
ould appear he means, there is the One Baptism that all others point to. This would be an archetype baptism. It would fu
rther seem, that the greatest of all baptisms would be saved as the finale. Blessings.
-------------------------

Considering Heb. 6:1,2, how 'bout we conclude that by context, all baptism spoken of at various times can be, in essenc
e, summed up as being of the ONE baptism that unites one in Christ, the Pentecostal baptism excepted because Jesus
does the baptizing? by the laying on of his hands and Apollos in Acts 18: 24-26, while it does not say but could very well
have been as the house of Cornelius

???

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 18:03
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 14:56:14
Hi Heydave,

I think we have a great deal of agreement here. The only question I have if we take the position that a person is baptized
into Christ by the Spirit upon confession and faith, etc., where can we see this happening in scripture as an event? Not
just that we assume it had to have happened because a person has repented and believed, etc. This would bring about
a radical change in a person if it happened. So it would seem to me to be an event that a person would never forget. If
that makes sense. Blessings.
-------------------------

It does to me, Brother. There will be a fresh love affair with God that isn't there is the "nominal" Christian. How can I say
that is because only the Holy Spirit has His focus of love on God and He is in the new born of Him who will express it thr
ough His flesh.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 18:11
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 14:33:00
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------The Baptism of Jesus Christ,, spoken of by JTB, is not for baptizing anyone into the body of Christ.
-------------------------
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I have heard this said many times in Pentecostal circles, but I have never seen a scriptural justification for it. It is usually
a matter of logical deduction. It is typically said to be 'power for service'. But this strains Ephesians 4:5 by making a sepe
rate baptism 'into' the Body to go with 'baptism in the Holy Spirit'. Paul says there is really just One Baptism. By that, it w
ould appear he means, there is the One Baptism that all others point to. This would be an archetype baptism. It would fu
rther seem, that the greatest of all baptisms would be saved as the finale. Blessings.
-------------------------

I believe we must let the scriptures say what they say in this matter. Jesus is the baptizer of the Holy Ghost JTB spoke o
f. Ya gotta remember that Jesus was even baptized by this same Holy Ghost BEFORE He started His ministry_this afte
r having been conceived by Him and then abode with Him before the "coming upon" for ministry on the day at the river.
The scriptures are quite clear on this enough so to make it an absolute upon which all else is established.

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 18:14
Robert said:
Quote:
------------------------- Not just that we assume it had to have happened because a person has repented and believed, etc. This would bring about a radic
al change in a person if it happened. So it would seem to me to be an event that a person would never forget.
-------------------------

A good example of this is when Philip went down into Samaria and preached Christ unto them. They heard the word, th
ey saw the miracles etc.., but lets see how the scriptures show us the difference.
Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
unto them Peter and John:
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
Acts 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
Acts 8:17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.
Acts 8:18 And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them
money,
Notice verse 16
Three things were happening regarding the Holy Ghost.
1. ye know Him (The Samaritans believed in Jesus)
2. He dwelleth with you (The Kingdom of God was near luke11:20)
3. He shall be in you (Peter and John came down to lay hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit)
Verse 18 shows that Simon 'saw' something going on through the laying of hands that caused him to offer money. If it w
as a quiet infilling, why would anyone offer money, unless they wanted to see the same results?
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 18:19
Quote:
-------------------------Considering Heb. 6:1,2, how 'bout we conclude that by context, all baptism spoken of at various times can be, in essence, summed
up as being of the ONE baptism that unites one in Christ, the Pentecostal baptism excepted because Jesus does the baptizing? by the laying on of hi
s hands and Apollos in Acts 18: 24-26, while it does not say but could very well have been as the house of Cornelius

???
-------------------------

I have heard it said that the reason why the disciples at Ephesus had to be rebaptized was because they were likely bap
tized with the Baptism of John by Apollos and that that baptism was no longer valid. It had reached it's 'sell by date', so t
hey had to be rebaptized. I think this is true.
When I think of Baptism in the Spirit in Acts 2:1ff I am gathering up everything in the OT I can possibly think of that relate
s to baptism(s) in order to see all of the significance of that great event. Bible words don't have definitions as much as th
ey have histories. So we have to start with the first occurence of the concept of baptism and work our way through the bi
ble building revelation into that word.
For example, in 2 Kings 5:14 we read, "Then went he (Naaman) down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, accor
ding to the saying of the man of God: and his flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean." In t
he LXX the passage is rendered &#954;&#945;&#8054; &#954;&#945;&#964;&#941;&#946;&#951; &#925;&#945;&#95
3;&#956;&#945;&#957; &#954;&#945;&#8054; &#7952;&#946;&#945;&#960;&#964;&#943;&#963;&#945;&#964;&#959;
&#7952;&#957; &#964;&#8183; &#921;&#959;&#961;&#948;&#940;&#957;&#8131;. Here we have the Greek word &#7
952;&#946;&#945;&#960;&#964;&#943;&#963;&#945;&#964;&#959; (ebaptizo). When Naaman went through his baptis
m he coould have came out of the water and said, "The former things have passed away and behold all is become new."

So when I think of baptism, I am thinking of an experience a person can come into where they are so radically changed,
that it would be as the Syrian leader and soldier who was no doubt scarred and wrinkled- having his skin transformed int
o a little childs. This makes me think palengenesis or a return to ancestral characteristics.
I also think of Noah that was saved by water. (1 Peter 3;20-21) As the waters came down- he was distanced from the wo
rld and it was judged at the same time. When the door came down on the boat he could walk out and say, "The former t
hings have passed away and behold all is become new."
I think of Moses as the Children of israel were Baptized into him in the cloud and in the sea. What happened? They look
ed back and Pharaoh (a type of Satan) and his army (a type of his devils) were all face down in the water. There was a fl
ood of waters between them and Egypt (a type of this evil world) as they were being baptized into Moses in the cloud an
d in the sea. They could look behind them and say, "The former things have passed away and behold all is become new
."
So when I think of 'baptism in the Spirit' I am pouring these and many others revelations that God has built into the conc
ept in the event. Baptism into Christ by the Spirit will effect such change. "The former things have passed away and beh
old all is become new." This means a person has become a new creature and is utterly radically changed. They are now
sons of God in such a way that Christ would not be ashamed to call them brethren. Hope that helps clear things up on m
y end. Blessings.
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 18:26
Robert, your words are not falling on deaf ears. Press on Brother it's getting clearer and clearer.
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 18:28
by Approved on 2012/10/27 15:14:31
Notice verse 16
Three things were happening regarding the Holy Ghost.
1. ye know Him (The Samaritans believed in Jesus)
2. He dwelleth with you (The Kingdom of God was near luke11:20)
3. He shall be in you (Peter and John came down to lay hands on them to receive the Holy Spirit)
-------------------------

"He shall be in you" was fulfilled in John 20:22. It was NOT a baptism but the first indwelling anyone had ever experienc
ed. Take note that is was not a faith venture for the disciples I believe because of Jesus' prior relationship with when the
y learned Him for 3 1/2 years. With everyone else after the ascension it was by faith and was just the beginning of their l
earning process of Jesus and the Father for "bringing them unto Glory".

Re: , on: 2012/10/27 18:38
Quote:
------------------------- "He shall be in you" was fulfilled in John 20:22
-------------------------

Then where is our "Breathing on experience"?
Forgive me brother, but I cannot hinge our belief system on one verse. The book of Acts is shouting at us how the salvat
ion process works. Out of the mouth of two or three witness shall every word be established and in the multitude of coun
selors there is safety. (proverbs11:14, 2Corinthians 13:1)
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 18:39
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 15:19:37

Quote:
-------------------------Considering Heb. 6:1,2, how 'bout we conclude that by context, all baptism spoken of at various times can be, in essence, summed
up as being of the ONE baptism that unites one in Christ, the Pentecostal baptism excepted because Jesus does the baptizing? by the laying on of hi
s hands and Apollos in Acts 18: 24-26, while it does not say but could very well have been as the house of Cornelius

???
-------------------------

I have heard it said that the reason why the disciples at Ephesus had to be rebaptized was because they were likely bap
tized with the Baptism of John by Apollos and that that baptism was no longer valid. It had reached it's 'sell by date', so t
hey had to be rebaptized. I think this is true.
-------------------------

But why anyone think John's water baptism__for the remission of sins, would be made obsolete, isn't it still being perfor
med today? Paul didn't minimize it when inquiring of the Acts 19 disciples but rather informed them there was now more
for them for their Christian walk.
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 18:44
by Approved on 2012/10/27 15:38:18

Quote:
------------------------- "He shall be in you" was fulfilled in John 20:22
-------------------------

Then where is our "Breathing on experience"?
Forgive me brother, but I cannot hinge our belief system on one verse. The book of Acts is shouting at us how the salvat
ion process works. Out of the mouth of two or three witness shall every word be established and in the multitude of coun
selors there is safety. (proverbs11:14, 2Corinthians 13:1)
-------------------------

Did I not say that for everyone after the ascension was the new birth by faith__and the beginning of what we are given t
o learn Jesus?
The salvation shouted at us from Acts is nothing more than Believe and be water baptized. Everything else is for someth
ing else. Is there more to it than that you can point to?
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 18:53
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------But why anyone think John's water baptism__for the remission of sins, would be made obsolete, isn't it still being performed today?
Paul didn't minimize it when inquiring of the Acts 19 disciples but rather informed them there was now more for them for their Christian walk.
-------------------------

It is sometimes brought up because the Ephesians had to be RE-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Others who ha
d been baptized while the Baptism of John was still in play were not baptized again in the name of the Lord Jesus, etc. a
s far as we know.
Repentance is indeed Paul's message. In fact, it was a message very similar to John Baptist's all during his ministry. But
he baptized, not as would John Baptist merely unto repentance, but in the name of the Lord, etc.
Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jer
usalem, and throughout all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to God, and do wo
rks befitting repentance. (Acts 26;19-20)
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 18:59
Quote:
------------------------- The salvation shouted at us from Acts is nothing more than Believe and be water baptized. Everything else is for something else. Is
there more to it than that you can point to?
-------------------------

Yes there is.
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
Acts 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
In verse 16 is the believing and the water baptism.
But in verse 15, the Holy Ghost "Breathing on them", born again experience had not yet occurred.
If the "Breathing on them" is the receiving of the Holy Spirit and being born again, and they became believers and were
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baptized in water (according to your logic they are born again because the breathing on them is the born again experien
ce), what is this other Holy Ghost that Peter and John is offering through the laying on of hands?
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 19:07
by Approved on 2012/10/27 15:59:11

Quote:
------------------------- The salvation shouted at us from Acts is nothing more than Believe and be water baptized. Everything else is for something else. Is
there more to it than that you can point to?
-------------------------

Yes there is.
Acts 8:15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
Acts 8:16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.)
In verse 16 is the believing and the water baptism.
-------------------------

Not for salvation or born again

Quote:
-------------------------But in verse 15, the Holy Ghost "Breathing on them", born again experience had not yet occurred.
-------------------------

Not speaking of new birth but the Pentecostal baptism.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/27 19:11
by RobertW on 2012/10/27 15:53:25
Hi Croref,

Quote:
-------------------------But why anyone think John's water baptism__for the remission of sins, would be made obsolete, isn't it still being performed today?
Paul didn't minimize it when inquiring of the Acts 19 disciples but rather informed them there was now more for them for their Christian walk.
-------------------------

It is sometimes brought up because the Ephesians had to be RE-baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Others who ha
d been baptized while the Baptism of John was still in play were not baptized again in the name of the Lord Jesus, etc. a
s far as we know.
-------------------------

Ah, OK! I forgot that passage. Interesting though that that was the venue through which the Pentecostal baptism was im
parted.
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2012/10/27 19:35
Quote: My view would probably be similar, but not exactly the same (although there are variations among these men as
well). I believe that all Believers, past, present and future are 'justified' and have peace with God though the shed blood
of our Lord Jesus Christ. This, to me, is the 'first blessing' and everyone that is an heir to the righteousness that is of Go
d by faith has this blessing.
Quote: A second blessing, in my understanding, is everything else God has promised in the New Covenant in Christ. It i
s the means by which we can be made partakers of the Divine Nature.
Thank you I am glad to find I am not alone...

Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost? - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2012/10/27 20:06
Ok, this is a doctrinal discussion, one I usually do not comment on since I think this like a woman playing football with th
e males..
Anyhow.
My initial reaction upon reading the question, and one that still remains is this: why does this question challenge a body?
When a person becomes saved is God's business, not ours. If a body is walking with Him, let him take care of it - we hav
e enough challenges to deal with without trying to figure out something that belongs to God's realm of judgement.
My opinion. Now I will bow out.
Re: , on: 2012/10/27 20:29
Quote:
------------------------- My initial reaction upon reading the question, and one that still remains is this: why does this question challenge a body? When a p
erson becomes saved is God's business, not ours. If a body is walking with Him, let him take care of it - we have enough challenges to deal with witho
ut trying to figure out something that belongs to God's realm of judgment.
-------------------------

It's most important Ginny, because Paul is still asking the question, "Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believe
d?"
If it was important to him to ask it then, we need to ask it again.
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and h
ave been all made to drink into one Spirit. 1 Corinthians 12:13
If being born again comes by the One Baptism to which Paul speaks of, than why do we have a teaching out there that s
ays that by saying the sinners prayer that one is automatically baptized into the Spirit?
Or words are added to the scriptures calling the Promise of God the Holy Ghost as a second blessing. "Second Blessing
", where is that in the scriptures?
The lie has to be uncovered and exposed.
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Re: , on: 2012/10/27 21:36
Approved I want to be clear that I understand you before I say anything else. Are you saying that the belief that the Imm
ersion in the Holy Spirit (notice i didnt use the KJV word baptism)...that this experience as a second and distinct experie
nce to conversion/salvation/born again...is a lie? And needs to be exposed? Is that what you are saying?
Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2012/10/27 22:08
Quote: Or words are added to the scriptures calling the Promise of God the Holy Ghost as a second blessing. "Second B
lessing", where is that in the scriptures?
The Second Blessing is not in a text; it is in the whole Bible. The multiplicity of proof bewilders in the presence of one wh
o cannot see it.
Quote by Samuel Chadwick
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/27 23:07
I want to be careful that we maintain a good and charitable spirit in these great subjects. "Each one should be fully convi
nced in his own mind." (Romans 14:5b) We have laid out our best understandings and we have to arrive at our own con
clusions. WKIP (we know in part). I am more than happy to share fellowship with dear brothers and sisters that may see
things quite differently. Blessings.
Re: , on: 2012/10/28 0:03
Hi brother Robert,
STOP!!! I see your hand hovering over the lock button...resist....step away...lol:) I think this whole discussion has been n
othing but good and charitable, but it is assumed that we will all have different views on certain things. I personally just w
ant clarification from brothers when they make certain statements so that I do not mis-understand them.
I am not offended by a brother who holds a different view to me in the slightest and I too would have wonderful fellowshi
p with anyone on this forum, regardless of how we differ. In fact I already do:)
In Christ,
Mark
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/10/28 3:54
"""I guess my question is where in your opinion did Peter stand before and after Pentecost? What did Pentecost do for P
eter? """
Peter was with the physical Jesus and walked with Him in fellowship and at table and under His teaching, slept in the sa
me house, ate from the same table etc. for three and a half years. With Him not in Peter and Peter not in Him Aftr pente
cost and the coming of the Holy Spirit of Promise, He was baptized into Peter, and would be with Him forever rebirthed a
new creature, by the incorruptable Seed of the Father, satans spirit out and the Spirit of Christ and His life rebirthed in P
eter, seated in the Heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Christ in you the hope of glory. Peter according to Paul also had a new li
fe he lived by the Faith of the Son of God that was birthed in him. Christ liveth in Peter and me.
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now liv
e in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Romans 6:4-6 Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead b
y the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the like
ness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him
, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Romans 8:9-14 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man h
ave not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his. And if Christ be in you, the body is dead because of sin; but the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Chris
t from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debto
rs, not to the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify th
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e deeds of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
Romans 8:11-14 But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from th
e dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you. Therefore, brethren, we are debtors, not t
o the flesh, to live after the flesh. For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds
of the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God.
This is just a small excerpt of the Grace amd Faith that was given to Peter after Pentecost, absolutely the greatest thing
God can do for His offspring who are now the sons and daughters of God, making us full heirs of Christ to the Fathers Ki
ngdom and House that Jesus the Carpenter is preparing for us and will come and draw us unto Himself and so shall we
ever be with the Lord.
What is the greatest thing? Birthing His own Son in us that we now have the Spirit of Christ and the Mind of Christ and t
he Life of Christ by which we live and move and have our being. By the Power of the Holy Spirit who lives in us forever,
if we want to know anything about Christ, even the things we don't know we should know He will teach us forever.

In Christ: Phillip

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/28 7:13
by Christinyou on 2012/10/28 0:54:56
"""I guess my question is where in your opinion did Peter stand before and after Pentecost? What did Pentecost do for
Peter? """
Peter was with the physical Jesus and walked with Him in fellowship and at table and under His teaching, slept in the
same house, ate from the same table etc. for three and a half years. With Him not in Peter and Peter not in Him Aftr
pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit of Promise, He was baptized into Peter, and would be with Him forever
rebirthed a new creature, by the incorruptable Seed of the Father, satans spirit out and the Spirit of Christ and His life
rebirthed in Peter, seated in the Heavenlies in Christ Jesus. Christ in you the hope of glory. Peter according to Paul also
had a new life he lived by the Faith of the Son of God that was birthed in him. Christ liveth in Peter and me.
-------------------------

Again, and if this isn't made straight to everyone's thinking before moving on in learning what eternal life is, the "dots" wo
n't get connected. There will remain gaping holes in our understanding:
There are but three manifestations of the Holy Spirit. All of them are summed up in Jesus Christ and His relationship wit
h the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit__"and these three are One". Eternal life is about knowing this and to be able
to appropriate it. If you don't agree or struggle with it then think on the reason "why" rather then saying "That it is wrong!"
9 times outta 10 it will be because, "That's what I have always been taught" or my commentary sez this or that and my fa
vorite author agrees. It is not rocket science and, for the most part, prejudicial religion will prevent one from accepting it
as written but, if you are open and truly want to know/learn the scriptures then this can be an excellent starting point Pau
l uses time and again:
Jesus said this when with the Disciples:
"Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it sees him not, neither knows him: but you know him;
for he dwells "WITH" you, and shall be "IN" you." John 14:17 (KJV)
They are the first manifestations that Jesus speaks of referring to the 'flesh of Himself' and as being the '"Word" from He
aven'.
This what His speaks of, is the same as He personally experienced from His birth___All one has to do to is recall His co
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nception and His "grooming" for His "coming out day" when JTB baptized Him in water signifying His fulfilling all righteou
sness that did not not apply to Him but was performed that we have an outward pathway of commitment to Him__that is
taken much too lightly in our teaching of it.
Now, we that we see He was WITH them, when would He-when could He be IN them could not have taken place until af
ter His resurrection and presentation of Himself to Father:
"Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were ass
embled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.
And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they saw t
he Lord.
Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.
And when he had said this, JESUS BREATHED ON THEM, AND SAID, "RECEIVE THE HOLY SPIRIT": Whose soever
sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. John 20:19-23 (KJV)

Moving on:
Jesus later re-appears to them and has this discourse:
"Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see m
e have.
And when he had thus spoken, he shewed them his hands and his feet.
And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto them, Have ye here any meat?
And they gave him a piece of a broiled fish, and of an honeycomb.
And he took it, and did eat before them.
And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be ful
filled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me.
THEN HE OPENED THEIR UNDERSTANDING, THAT THEY MIGHT UNDERSTAND THE SCRIPTURES
And said unto them, Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third day:
And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
And ye are witnesses of these things.
And, BEHOLD I SEND THE PROMISE OF MY FATHER ""UPON"" YOU but TARRY in the city of Jerusalem, UNTIL Y
OU ARE ENDUED WITH POWER FROM ON HIGH. Luke 24:39-49 (KJV) __" And he led them out as far as to Bethany,
and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.
And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven. Luke 24:50-51 (KJV)

Acts 1, a bit of a repeat/clarification of the command of Jesus from Luke 24:
"And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for t
he promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.
For JOHN TRULY BAPTIZED WITH WATER, BUT YOU SHALL BE BAPTIZED WITH THE HOLY GHOST; NOT MANY
DAYS HENCE. . . .
.....
But YOU SHALL RECEIVE POWER, after that the Holy Ghost is come "UPON" you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.
Acts 1:4-9 (KJV)
So there we have:
1. "with"
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2. "IN"
3. "Upon"
Can it be more clear than that that we can't see or is it we don't want to?
The Disciples were redeemed, saved, water baptized, born again, and then Baptized by Jesus with the same baptism H
e was baptized.
Though the pattern is different for us to today because of faith that was not needed then, Jesus being in their midst to ac
tually perform it all, the substance is the same that is purposed to lead us, by faith, to the same conclusion, i.e., oneness
in the Father as Jesus experienced Him.
When one is born again he assumes the same responsibility. "Let him who builds the house, count the cost".

I truly hope this is a help to someone objective in their learning processes.__maybe even to someone who isn't.
I won't go back over this territory again. So I guess I am finished to let Peter, Paul and John deal the details. . ))

Re: , on: 2012/10/28 7:46
Quote:
-------------------------There are but three manifestations of the Holy Spirit. All of them are summed up in Jesus Christ and His relationship with the Father
, the Word, and the Holy Spirit__"and these three are One". Eternal life is about knowing this and to be able to appropriate it. If you don't agree or strug
gle with it then think on the reason "why" rather then saying "That it is wrong!" 9 times outta 10 it will be because, "That's what I have always been taug
ht" or my commentary sez this or that and my favorite author agrees. It is not rocket science and, for the most part, prejudicial religion will prevent one
from accepting it as written but, if you are open and truly want to know/learn the scriptures then this can be an excellent starting point Paul uses time a
nd again:
-------------------------

Perhaps some people are none of these things and know the truth and are born again simply because they believed Go
d. Perhaps some have seen Christ physically and know the truth concerning who He is for this reason. Perhaps others a
re simply taught of The Holy Spirit as is promised.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/28 7:52
by amrkelly on 2012/10/28 4:46:19

Perhaps some people are none of these things and know the truth and are born again simply because they believed
God. Perhaps some have seen Christ physically and know the truth concerning who He is for this reason. Perhaps
others are simply taught of The Holy Spirit as is promised.
-------------------------

Thanks amrkelly! I don't see from scriptures where being born again is needed for "initial" or "elementary" salvation. Do
you? I see it as being needed for intimacy in Christ, in the Father. What say you?
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/28 8:14
As a little aside in this great subject we have an interesting cirstance that easily gets unnoticed in Acts 19. We have the
Ephesians that had been baptized in water according to John's Baptism (presumably by Apollos), baptized again in wate
r in the name of the Lord Jesus by Paul, and then they were baptized in the Spirit like unto what the people experienced
in Acts 2. Now, some would add this up as 3 baptisms. But Paul said that there is only One Baptism (Ephesians 4:5). So
which one was it?

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/28 8:26

Robert,
In context, because of "insight', they are all AS one. Why? Because the Pentecostal baptism was considered by Paul as
the "Norm" for all Christians, not the exception. His writings declare that fact. He expected nothing less as evidence than
the Acts 2 evidence. That was his "plumbline" for ascertaining anyone received the "coming upon" of the Holy Spirit.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/28 8:28
I found an article that was published here on sermonindex a number of years ago. It is quite long, but well worth taking
time to work through. Blessings.
OLD THINGS HAVE PASSED AWAY AND ALL HAS BECOME NEW
Ron Bailey
First published on the sermonindex.net forums
In his introduction Ron writes, "In this study we will try to build 'from the ground' up, rather than reacting to contemporary
views or definitions of the 'Baptism in the Holy Spirit'. Suppose you were in a closed country with no access to
denominational or historical sources. Your only source is the scripture which you 'search diligently' to know what Christ
expects of you and what you may expect of Him; this is my attempt to answer the last half of that search."
This study covers:
1. The Old Testament's Hidden Baptisms
2. The Flood
3. The Crossing of the Red Sea
4. Naaman's Baptism
5. Isaiah's Baptism
6. Ezekiel's Baptism
7. The Jewish Baptism of Proselytes
8. John Baptist's Testimony
9. The forgotten baptism
10. New Testament use of the word
11. What really happened at Cornelius' place
The Old Testament's Hidden Baptisms
First we will trace the idea of baptism from the Old Testament. Did you know that there are 5 hidden baptisms in the Old
Testament?
The Flood
Peter tells us that the word baptism has a 'type'. A type is a template; it is something defines a shape. In Romans Paul
says Adam was a 'type' of Him who was to come. There is something about the 'shape' of Adam which is repeated in the
accomplishments of Christ. It is not the reality but the shape; 'the print of the nails' that Judas wanted to explore is the
word 'type'. He would see the shape in the wound. The scriptures also refer to 'shadows'; For the law having a shadow
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of the good things to come, not the very image of the things, can never with the same sacrifices year by year, which they
offer continually, make perfect them that draw nigh. (Heb 10:1 ASV) Types and shadows have the same characteristics;
they give the outward shape of the thing, but they are not the things itself. They have no colour, no texture, no details,
no life. But even so they can be useful as a starting point.
who sometime disbelieved, when once the longÂ-suffering of God did wait, in days of NoahÂ-Â-an ark being
preparingÂ-Â-in which few, that is, eight souls, were saved through water; also to which an antitype doth now save
usÂ-Â-baptism, (not a putting away of the filth of flesh, but the question of a good conscience in regard to God,) through
the rising again of Jesus Christ, (1Pe 3:20Â-21 YLT) The antitype is the reality of which the type was just the outline.
This long introduction is to say that according to Peter Noah's Flood was a 'type' of baptism. So although Noah's Flood
was historical fact it was also a revelation of something that would come later. It was a picture of baptism.
Please forget everything you ever knew about 'baptism' and let's start from scratch. If Noah's Flood was the only
definition of 'baptism' what would we think about. If your church were to announce a service of Believer's Flood what
would you think about? If your denomination says it believes in the Flood of the Holy Spirit would that open up some
new lines of thought? Go on, test the idea. If I said tell me what Noah's Flood/Baptism was all about what would be the
first thought that entered your head. I suggest the first thought would be 'judgement'. Noah's Flood/Baptism was a death
sentence on sinners. The corruption of sin was brought to a standstill by God's action. The old world was buried in
water. It also had another effect. Every drop of water had the effect of lifting Noah higher. So the judgement of God on
sin actually separated Noah from the sin that God was judging. It brought a whole creation to an end and started again
with a new family. I sometimes wonder if Noah took off the covers and said to Mrs Noah, 'old things have passed away,
behold, all things are become new'?
What can we learn then from the Bible' first baptism? Baptism is judgement on sin. Baptism is separation from sin.
Baptism is the end of the old and the beginning of the new. Remember God is beginning to build a sense of what He
means by baptism. Whenever He uses the word 'baptism' in the future we must remember that this is His first 'definition'
of baptism.
The Crossing of the Red Sea
I want you to know, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea, and all were
baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, and all ate the same spiritual food, and all drank the same spiritual
drink. For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them, and the Rock was Christ. (1Co 10:1Â-4 ESV)
Who would have guessed that the events of the Passover and the Crossing of the Red Sea were really a baptism?
These prepositions are fascinating too. 'in' the cloud and 'in' the sea have the word 'en' meaning 'in' (or in an
instrumental sense.. by) The medium 'in' which they were all baptised was 'the cloud and the sea'. It doesn't say who the
Baptizer was, although it was plainly God Himself, but it does have this phrase 'into Moses'. This is the preposition 'eis'
meaning 'into' or 'towards'. This preposition is frequently used in the sense of destination and shows the destination of
this baptism. The purpose of this baptism is to put the people 'into Moses'.
This is a wonderful facet of truth that we would never have seen if Paul had not used this amazing phrase of being
'baptised into Moses, in the cloud and in the sea.' Let's see if we can do a similar exercise to the one on Noah's Baptism.
If we were to ask questions about the Crossing of the Red Sea, what would our answers be? What are the main truths
captured in this story?
In fact, there are surprising similarities to Noah's Baptism. This was God's final judgement upon the Egyptians; this was
a death sentence on the sinners. The destructive power of the Egyptians was brought to a standstill by this event. Their
old master was brought to death in the cloud and the sea. The cloud first separated Israel from the Egyptians and then
the closing waters of the Red Sea sealed their fate. The baptism that ended the destructive power sealed their borders
and left Israel on one side and their past on the other. So the judgement of God on sin actually separated Israel from the
sin that God was judging. It brought a whole creation to an end and started again with a new family. I sometimes wonder
if Moses paused on the other side of the water and said, 'old things have passed away, behold, all things are become
new'? (I cut and pasted that from the last study!)
There is something else about this baptism that we could have mentioned in Noah's Baptism; this baptism united the
destiny of a people with the destiny of the Covenant holder. Let me explain. If we had studied the story of Noah we
would have discovered that God's covenant was with him personally, and others benefited as a result of their right
relationship with Noah. They were united with Noah as a result of Noah's Baptism. Now a similar thing is seen in the
story of Moses' Baptism; the people are identified with and united to Moses. Their destinies have become inseparable.
This baptism has joined them to Moses. So we are beginning to see a pattern in these hidden baptisms.
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1. Judgement on Sin/Our Enemy
2. Separation from Sin/Our Enemy
3. A decisive end of the old
4. A solid beginning of the new
5. A union with the the Covenant Holder
Do we dare to begin to ask the question 'if this is what the word "baptism" means, how does this fit in to a definition of
'baptism in the Spirit'? The word 'baptism' can't signify one thing consistently in the types and another in the reality. Hold
the question, we have two more hidden OT baptisms to consider.
Naaman's Baptism
As with many words used in the New Testament the word 'baptism' was not new. The Hebrew Bible had been translated
into Greek somewhere around 250BC (the Greek LXX (Septuagint c 260 BC) was the bible used by the early Christians,
and when NT quotations differ from their OT original it is usually because the quotations are from the LXX. This doesn't
mean that the Greek LXX is to be preferred to the Hebrew behind our bibles. It means that in the times quoted there is
truth visible in the Greek LXX which was not obvious in the Hebrew) For the Jews of the 1st century AD Greek was their
everyday language, particularly in the area of Galilee where most of Jesus' disciples had their homes. These men knew
the LXX better than the Hebrew text, and Greek OT used the word 'baptize' on at least three occasions.
The first instance was in a vivid story. The ASV translating from the Hebrew text has; Then went he down, and dipped
himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the saying of the man of God; and his flesh came again like unto the
flesh of a little child, and he was clean. (2Ki 5:14 ASV) But the disciples had grown up with a text which, in the Greek
said;2 Kings 5:14 So Naiman went down, and dipped himself seven times in Jordan, according to the word of Elisaie:
and his flesh returned to him as the flesh of a little child, and he was cleansed. (LXX Eng Trans) where the word 'dipped'
is ' &#946;&#945;&#960;&#964;&#963;&#945;&#964;&#959;' Â- baptized.
Perhaps this is a good time to say more about the Greek words to explain what they mean.
There are several associated words:
baptO means to dip, and sometimes 'to wash by dipping'
baptizO means to submerge, and which should not be confused with baptO.
The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who
lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in
order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be Â‘dippedÂ’ (bapto) into boiling water and then Â‘baptisedÂ’
(baptizo) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary.
The second, the act of baptising the vegetable, produces a permanent change. When used in the New Testament, this
word more often refers to our union and identification with Christ than to our water baptism. e.g. #Mr 16:16. Â‘He that
believes and is baptised shall be savedÂ’. Christ is saying that mere intellectual assent is not enough. There must be a
union with him, a real change, like the vegetable to the pickle! (Bible Study Magazine, James Montgomery Boice, May
1989). (the cooks will see immediately the distinction is between 'blanching' and 'marinading'.)
Naaman, then, marinaded/submerged himself seven times. Seven in the scripture is a number which often indicates
perfection, thoroughness or completion. There could be no doubt about Naaman's 'baptism'. I think we can safely
presume that the miracle took place not gradually but instantly as Naaman emerged from his seventh submerging. The
consequence was that the battle scars and leprous scars of this gnarled old warrior were instantly gone and his his flesh
came again like unto the flesh of a little child, and he was clean.. Remember that the ideas associated with baptism are
perculating down into the nation's memory of what is involved in baptism. Naaman became 'new and clean'. Naaman's
personal history recorded in his scars was gone, completely.
We can see some ideas here which link with the earlier 'hidden baptisms'. This marked the end of the old and the
beginning of the new. It is linked this time not with judgement but with cleansing. If we continue our speculation we might
imagine Naaman saying 'old things have passed away, all things have become new.' This is the first Bible 'baptism'
where the candidate got wet!! Noah and family and Moses and the Israelites were kept completely dry during their
baptisms.

Page 59/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

There is something else that this baptism effected. Naaman became an adherant of Jehovah. He was a changed man in
more ways than his skin. This 'flesh as a little child' effect may have had future impact upon Jewish baptism as we shall
see later. This links baptism with conversion and 'new birth'.
This is slow work and I hope you don't mind that, but it will be important to understand what the word 'baptism' means
before we try to understand what 'baptism in the Spirit' means.
Isaiah's Baptism
Another portion of scripture which has 'bapizO' in the Septuagint is in Isaiah; Therefore are my loins filled with anguish;
pangs have taken hold upon me, as the pangs of a woman in travail: I am pained so that I cannot hear; I am dismayed
so that I cannot see. My heart fluttereth, horror hath affrighted me; the twilight that I desired hath been turned into
trembling unto me. (Isa 21:3Â-4 ASV) For the word 'affrighted' the Septuagint has &#954;&#945; &#957;&#959;&#956;
&#945;&#956;&#949;&#946;&#945;&#960;&#964; &#950;&#949;&#953; horror baptized me.
The Greek word 'baptizO' is the word that classical authors used to describe a ship lost at sea; the ship was 'baptized' or
overwhelmed. Irretrievably sunk. This is sense in which the LXX uses the word, but this passage is a terrifying passage
of scripture. It is found in the section of Isaiah where God's judgements are coming upon the nations. All of these visions
are terrifying but Isaiah singles this one out for a special introduction; A grievous vision is declared unto me; the
treacherous man dealeth treacherously, and the destroyer destroyeth. Go up, O Elam; besiege, O Media; all the sighing
thereof have I made to cease. (Isa 21:2 ASV) It is a grievous vision. In this vision he sees the judgements of God
coming on Babylon. As a prophet he identifies with his prophecy and experiences, in the Spirit, the sense of the
judgement upon Babylon. He uses the language of childbirth, and later refers to this judgement as; O thou my threshing,
and the grain of my floor! that which I have heard from Jehovah of hosts, the God of Israel, have I declared unto you.
(Isa 21:10 ASV) (We shall come back to the picture of the threshing floor later in these studies)
Experiencing the final judgement of God upon Babylon and its sin, Isaiah says 'he was baptized in horror'. He was
utterly overwhelmed by the sense of God's righteous judgement upon sin, but even in the midst of this there is glimmer
of hope represented in the picture of the travail that will bring forth.
Can we see any of our familiar traits in this use of 'baptize'? Well, it is God's destructive visitation of judgement upon sin,
and the judgement will ultimately result in the freeing of Babylon's slave peoples. It is a separating experience that will
leave people on either side of a divide. It is also one of the OT's most vivid pictures of Gethsemene and Calvary, but that
will need to wait for a while in our studies.
The template for the idea of 'baptisim' is remarkably consistent. It is a destructive act of God which separates men from
their slaveÂ-masters. Are we beginning to get an idea of what 'baptism' signified to Bible reading 1st century Jews?
Ezekiel's Baptism
As far as I am aware this is the last OT reference to the idea of baptism. Again it is in the Septuagint, the early church's
KJV, that the word is used. This time it is in Ezekiel; Girded with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire upon
their heads, all of them princes to look to, after the manner of the Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity: (Eze
23:15 KJV) I expect you are looking at the verse and wondering where the word 'baptism' could be hidden here. Well, it's
not the word 'baptizO' but that word 'baptO' signifying to dip and it is the word translated 'dyed'.
Our Greek New Testament has this word too; And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called
The Word of God. (Rev 19:13 KJV) That word 'dipped' could be translated 'dyed'. When ancient people dyed a cloth in
their purple dyes, they 'dipped' the cloth in and it became 'united with' what it had been dipped into. The words they used
were 'baptO' and 'baptizO'. This is why the New Testament speaks of 'the baptism' in this way; Therefore we have been
buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father,
so we too might walk in newness of life. For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we
shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection, (Rom 6:4Â-5 NASB) 'baptism' unites the thing immersed into the
medium into which it was baptised. The two become inseparably one. Once you had two items cloth and purplse dye,
but now you have one item; purpleÂ- cloth. There is no picture of judgement here, but the introduction of an idea that a
baptism can effect a union. It is an irreversible event which leaves old things passed away and everything become new,
or at least, purple!
The Jewish Baptism of Proselytes.
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Edersheim: The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Appendix 12.

The Baptism of Proselytes.
1. Proselytes of the Gate did not undergo baptism or even circumcision.
2. It was otherwise with 'the proselytes of righteousness,' who became 'children of the covenant,''perfect Israelites,'
Israelites in every respect, both as regarded duties and privileges. All writers are agreed that three things were required
for the admission of such proselytes: Circumcision (Milah), Baptism (Tebhilah), and a Sacrifice (Qorban, in the case of
women: baptism and sacrifice) Â- the latter consisting of a burntÂ-offering of a heifer, or of a pair of turtle doves or of
young doves Maimonides, Hilkh. Iss. Biah xiii. 5). After the destruction of the Temple promise had to be made of such a
sacrifice when the services of the Sanctuary were restored. On this and the ordinances about circumcision it is not
necessary to enter further. That baptism was absolutely necessary to make a proselyte is so frequently stated as not to
be disputed (See Maimonides, u. s.; the tractate Massekheth Gerim in Kirchheim's Septem Libri Talm. Parvi, pp. 38Â-44
; Targum on Ex. xii. 44; Ber. 47 b; Kerith. 9 a; Jer. Yebam. p. 8 d; Yebam. 45 b, 46 a and b, 48 b, 76 a; Ab. Sar. 57 a, 59
a, and other passages). There was, indeed a difference between Rabbis Joshua and Eliezer, the former maintaining that
baptism alone without circumcision, the latter that circumcision alone without baptism, sufficed to make a proselyte, but t
he sages decided in favour of the necessity of both rites (Yebam. 46 a and b). The baptism was to be performed in the p
resence of three witnesses, ordinarily Sanhedrists (Yebam. 47 b), but in case of necessity others might act. The person t
o be baptized, having cut his hair and nails, undressed completely, made fresh profession of his faith before what were 't
he fathers of the baptism' (our Godfathers, Kethub. 11 a; Erub. 15 a), and then immersed completely, so that every part
of the body was touched by the water. The rite would, of course, be accompanied by exhortations and benedictions (Mai
monides, Hilkh. Milah iii. 4; Hilkh. Iss. Biah xiv. 6). Baptism was not to be administered at night, nor on a Sabbath or feas
tÂ-day (Yebam. 46 b). Women were attended by those of their own sex, the Rabbis standing at the door outside. Yet un
born children of proselytes did not require to be baptized, because they were born 'in holiness' (Yebam. 78 a). In regard
to the little children of proselytes opinions differed. A person under age was indeed received, but not regarded as properl
y an Israelite till he had attained majority. Secret baptism, or where only the mother brought a child, was not acknowledg
ed. In general, the statements of a proselyte about his baptism required attestation by witnesses. But the children of a Je
wess or of a proselyte were regarded as Jews, even if the baptism of the father was doubtful.
It was indeed a great thing when, in the words of Maimonides, a stranger sought shelter under the wings of the Shekhin
ah, and the change of condition which he underwent was regarded as complete. The waters of baptism were to him in v
ery truth, though in a far different from the Christian sense, the 'bath of regeneration' (Titus iii. 5). As he stepped out of th
ese waters he was considered as 'born anew' Â- in the language of the Rabbis, as if he were 'a little child just born' (Yeb.
22 a; 48 b; 97 b), as 'a child of one day' (Mass. Ger. c. ii.). Edersheim: The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, Appen
dix 12.
The Baptism of Proselytes.
The Jews of John Baptist's day were very familiar with baptism; it was part of the essential ritual of a Gentile becoming a
Jew. What must have been provoking was that John was baptizing Jews. There is an interesting feature in that one of Jo
hn's sites was 'Bethabara beyond Jordan'; that means on the other side. I have often wondered whether John was actin
g out the Crossing of the Jordan in Joshua's time. Bethabara is exactly where they crossed. Jesus said of John, 'he rest
oreth all things'.
&#65532;
John's preaching of repentance and baptism was almost like a reÂ-setting of the dials, bringing Israel back to the point o
f its beginnings.
What can we learn from Jewish Baptism to help us in building up our understanding of the word 'baptism'? There are def
inite links with 'cleansing' here and again the concept, for converted Gentiles, of old things having passed away and all t
hings become new. It provoked in the Jewish thought ideas of 'born anew', 'a little child just born' and a 'bath of regenera
tion'.
I am not building doctrine on Jewish habits, but it is good to remind ourselves that John Baptist was not preaching in a st
erile vacuum but in a market place of ideas. In such a context the word 'baptism' would have held ideas that were comm
on to many groups.
John Baptist's Testimony
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John Baptist was like the Morning Star which shone so brilliantly but which was inevitably made invisible by the rising of
the sun. We are usually anxious to get on into the gospel account and sometimes this prevents us from considering 'how
great' this man was. He was the greatest unregenerate servant of God; But what went ye out for to see? A prophet? yea,
I say unto you, and more than a prophet. For this is he, of whom it is written, Behold, I send my messenger before thy fa
ce, which shall prepare thy way before thee. Verily I say unto you, Among them that are born of women there hath not ri
sen a greater than John the Baptist: notwithstanding he that is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. And fro
m the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffereth violence, and the violent take it by force. For al
l the prophets and the law prophesied until John. (Mat 11:9Â-13 KJV) John was one of the Bible's milestone men; a wate
rshed in God's ongoing purposes. John is the last of the breed.
His work was blessed with amazing popular success but, more importantly, with Christ's personal approval;
Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all the region round about Jordan, And were baptized of him in Jor
dan, confessing their sins. (Mat 3:5Â-6 KJV)
And he answered and told them, Elias verily cometh first, and restoreth all things; and how it is written of the Son of man
, that he must suffer many things, and be set at nought. (Mar 9:12 KJV)
He brought back the spiritual condition of the people to the highest levels. As Elijah had marked a new beginning for Isra
el, so John did the same. If John is the greatest of the prophets it behoves us to listen carefully to what he has to say ab
out 'Baptism in the Spirit'. It is, after all, his phrase. In every narrative that mentions 'Baptism in the Spirit' there is a refer
ence to John Baptist. (Matt 3:11, Mark 1:8, Luke 3:16, John 1:33, Acts 1:5, Acts 11:16) It almost seems that the inspired
historians never used the phrase without crediting John with its origin.
But it is not just John's origin of the phrase that the historians record but his continual contrast between his own mode of
baptism and that of Christ's. "I am a water baptist; He will be a Spirit baptist." is the theme of his prophecy to Christ's futu
re work. Well, as the world's most experienced baptizer, what did John think baptism signified? We have touched on the
Jewish view of water baptism as the end of the old and the beginning of the new. It is a sacremental expression of death
followed by life, and part of incorporation into the people of God. In Israel's Levitical ritual they placed their hands on sac
rificial animals and acknowledged their sins; John's innovation is that Jews must also acknowledge their sins and then s
ubmit to baptism. So there is a clear focus on sin, and its penalty in death. But beyond the death there is new identity wit
hin the family of God. It is as though, old things had passed away and all things become new. He invited the hearers to '
play out' the sentence of death upon the old and yet when that was done they lived.
John's specific teaching about the nature of Christ's Spirit Baptism is found most fully in Matthew and Luke who each rec
ord with almost identical words; John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier t
han I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with f
ire: Whose fan is in his hand, and he will throughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat into his garner; but the chaff
he will burn with fire unquenchable. And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the people. (Luk 3:16Â-1
8 KJV) This coming Baptizer, says John, will baptize you with (in) the Holy Spirit and fire. This is not two baptisms but on
e; a baptism in 'Holy Spirit
and fire'. Water was a Biblical symbol of judgement and cleansing; so was fire. There can be no doubt that when John u
sed this phrase he was thinking of judgement and cleansing; his next words confirm that plainly. His thought moves see
mlessly from the picture of 'fire' to the place that fire has in the process of harvest. His image is of the threshing floor; Jo
hn says it is 'Christ's winnowing fan, Christ's threshing floor', Christ's garner. The only difference between Matthew and L
uke is that Matthew tells us it is Christ's harvest too. (cf Luke 3:17, Matt 3:12) This whole process of baptism in Spirit and
fire, according to John, is HIS.
What is John referring to? He links Christ's Baptism with harvest. It is easy to forget in the midst of all the other symbolis
m that the feast of Pentecost was a 'harvest festival. (Originally called the Feast of Weeks, (First Fruits and Harvest) (se
e Leviticus 23:15 Â- 21), it is observed on the sixth day of the Sivan (our May/June). It became known as Pentecost (me
aning 50th) because it comes 50 days after Passover. It was the celebration of the beginning of the harvest season whe
n the people brought the first fruits and offered them in thanksgiving to the Lord.) When was the last time we thought of
Pentecost as a celebration of harvest? But for John the ideas are inseparable. This was Christ's harvest and John sees t
hat the Spirit and fire Baptizer will have his fan in his hand. Seed and tares have grown together to harvest but now the ti
me of final separation has arrived; Let both grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest I will say to the rea
pers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind them in bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn. (Mat
13:30 KJV) Can you see the consistency of the imagery?
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John has in mind the process of harvest. The wheat (and tares) have been cut down and gathered together on the thres
hing floor. With flails and sledges they have been out the gold grain, but it is all mixed up with the husks. They takes spa
defulls of the mixture and lift it gently into the air. Meanwhile they create a gentle breeze with their fans and in a golden h
aze the chaff is blown to one side and the heavier grain fall to the earth. Next they gather the wheat into the barns, and t
he chaff is consumed in a spectacular conflagration. Have you seen a fire like this? Have you heard one? The fire create
s its own upward thermal and draws in the oxygen which furthers the process. The noise is alarming; a great continuous
roar. I cannot see this picture without seeing the day of Pentecost; And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of
a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there appeared unto them cloven tongues l
ike as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. (Act 2:2Â-3 KJV) Donald Gee's history of the Pentecostal movement in the U
K was called 'Wind and Fire'; the upper room had become part of the harvest process; the rushing mighty wind filled the
room, and the coming Spirit filled those who waited in it. One of the consistent pictures of God's attitude to sin is express
ed powerfully in Hebrews; For our God is a consuming fire. (Heb 12:29 KJV)
But John's image of harvest is part of his thinking on Christ's Baptism. Can we see any of our old patterns of baptism her
e? Judgement on sin and sinners, separation of God's people to safety, the old passed away, behold all things are beco
me new. They are all here. Can we see why the old Holiness preachers equated Baptism in Spirit with God's dealing wit
h sin rather than power to evangelize? And what is more sobering, how do pentecostal/charismatic paradigms of Baptis
m in the Holy Spirit match what we have seen so far? If, as many pentecostal/charismatic teachers would say, Baptism i
n the Holy Spirit does not relate to sin, separation, sanctification and new beginnings, then centuries of Biblical ideas ha
ve a been without purpose, and the word baptism now means some quite different to what we had been led to expect.
The forgotten baptism
We have at least one more 'baptism' to look at before we take the word into the phrase to see what we ought to be expe
cting from a 'baptism in the Spirit'. If the OT references are to 'hidden' baptisms' this one must be called the 'forgotten' ba
ptism; I am come to send fire on the earth; and what will I, if it be already kindled? But I have a baptism to be baptized wi
th; and how am I straitened till it be accomplished! Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? I tell you, Nay; b
ut rather division: (Luk 12:49Â-51 KJV) Martin Luther king said 'I have a dream'but Jesus says 'I have a baptism'. What i
s he referring to? He links it in His thought to the sending of 'fire on the earth' and 'division'. This is not the only time He t
ook up this kind of language; But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup that I drink of?
and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? And they said unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Y
e shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: (Mar 10
:38Â-39 KJV) This is His cup and His baptism and there can be little doubt that He is referring to His death on the cross,
but what extraordinary images to use. I may have led a 'sheltered life'but I have never heard anyone (other than myself)
preach on Christ's death as a baptism; this is why I called it the 'forgotten' baptism.
This is a foundational image of His death, but little referred to in evangelical circles. If we take some of the values of 'bap
tism' from our previous notes and apply them here it begins to make sense. Isaiah comtemplated Babylon's judgement a
nd was 'baptized in terror'. When Christ contemplated the cross His reactions were remarkably similar; And they came to
a place which was named Gethsemane: and he saith to his disciples, Sit ye here, while I shall pray. And he taketh with h
im Peter and James and John, and began to be sore amazed, and to be very heavy; And saith unto them, My soul is exc
eeding sorrowful unto death: tarry ye here, and watch. And he went forward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed th
at, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. And he said, Abba, Father, all things are possible unto thee; take a
way this cup from me: nevertheless not what I will, but what thou wilt. (Mar 14:32Â-36 KJV) Luke records great gouts of
blood that splashed on the earth as He prayed. The other language used is to be found in medical textbooks of the day
describing the extremities of a complete nervous breakdown. Terror has taken hold of Him.
Mark's gospel tells us of His thoughts as they walked to Gethsemene; And when they had sung an hymn, they went out i
nto the mount of Olives. And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me this night: for it is written, I w
ill smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered. (Mar 14:26Â-27 KJV) This is a quotation from Zechariah; Awak
e, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith Jehovah of hosts: smite the shepherd, an
d the sheep shall be scattered; and I will turn my hand upon the little ones. (Zec 13:7 ASV) It is God who calls for the Sw
ord of Judgement against 'my fellow'; it was the horror of this prospect that 'Abba, Father' must now unsheath His sword
that broke Him in Gethsemene. And this was only the contemplation of the event, what must the reality be described as?
A baptism to be baptized with and a cup to be drunk.
"O make me understand it,
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Help me to take it in,
What is meant to Thee, the HOly One
To take away my sin"
The cup that he had first referred to in Mark 10 reappears in His prayer in Gethsemene. 'the cup' of Mark 10 has becom
e 'this cup' of Mark 14. It is no longer 'the cup' as a prospect, it is 'this cup'; within reach now. His Abba Father is reachin
g out to Him with 'this cup'. The other image 'baptism' is an overwhelming flood. Judgement falls upon sin and the judge
ment becomes the source of the salvation; this is consistent with Noah's Baptism and Moses' Baptism. The separation e
ffected by those Old Testament baptisms is seen again in the cry of dereliction; My God, my God, why hast Thou forsak
en me and He bears in His body our sins. And it all culiminates in the great cry; it is finished.
Old things have passed away...
I believe something else is happening here which takes us to the very edge of revelation and human comprehension. Ba
ptism effected a union. Those who 'received' Noah's baptism were united with him in his destiny. Those who 'received' M
oses' Baptism were united with him in his destiny. What was Christ baptized into and with what was He united? I see a r
eference here to the real 'passion of the Christ'; For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might b
e made the righteousness of God in him. (2Co 5:21 KJV) The sinless lamb of God is seen as the 'serpent in the wilderne
ss' God has drawn the veil of an impenetrable blackness over these eternal moments and we can go no further, we can
only bow and worship.
And yet, and this is breathtaking, He says; ... Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I a
m baptized withal shall ye be baptized: (Mar 10:39 KJV) The disciples said 'We can' which only serves to show their igno
rance at such a prospect, but He says 'ye shall...' How can these things be?
I'll try to answer the question in the next chapter, but before we leave this I will draw our attention to a remarkable verse i
n Paul's letter to the Corinthians; For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether
bond or free; and were all made to drink into one Spirit. (1Co 12:13 RB Literal) Notice, baptism and drinking have come t
ogether again here in One Spirit. It was not an idle promise.... ye shall.
New Testament use of the word
Continuing our examination of the concept of baptism we can now take a look at the New Testament use of the word. In
this exercise I am continuing to define the word 'baptism' before we join it to the phrase 'baptism in the Spirit'. My 'thesis'
so far has been that the word has a long biblical history and that we must understand the use of the word before we can
understand the expectations that 'baptism in the Spirit' would have evoked.
This time I want to go beyond the narratives in the Acts to pick up the word in the Epistles. If we can demonstrate that th
e word has maintained its mood and feeling we may say with some certainty that the word is used consistently througho
ut the scriptures; this will have deep implications for the phrase 'baptism in the Spirit'.
There are some references which clearly pertain to water baptism; (1 Cor 1:13Â-17, 15:29) but others are open to interpr
etation. Water baptism in the period of the Acts was usually referred to as 'baptism in the name of Jesus'. This was not a
baptismal formual but a simple assertion that the person being baptized was coming under the authority of the 'name' int
o which they were baptized. To call 'the name of the Lord' over someone was to bring that person consciously under the
authority of that owner of that name; Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray o
ver him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: (Jam 5:14 KJV). There is an interesting cameo in the story of Dav
id which illustrates this idea. Joab was about to take Rabbah but is insistent that the victory should be credited to David;
and Joab sendeth messengers unto David, and saith, `I have fought against RabbahÂ-Â-also I have captured the city of
waters; and now, gather the rest of the people, and encamp against the city, and capture it, lest I capture the city, and m
y name hath been called upon it.' (2Sa 12:27Â-28 YLT) To have David's 'name' called upon Rabbah would bring the city
under David's authority and rule. The inscription of names of boundary stones throughout archaeology has the same pur
pose. To put your name on it is to stake your claim; Him that overcometh will I make a pillar in the temple of my God, an
d he shall go no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, which is n
ew Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and I will write upon him my new name. (Rev 3:12 KJV)
'baptism in the name' is to bring that person publically under the authority of 'the name'. Peter's first proclamation is a no
compromise demand; Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. (Act 2:38 KJV) It would be a challenging questio
n to ask whether we see 'water baptism' in this light today? The link between baptism and 'the name' continues througho
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ut the Acts and into the Epistles; Acts 8:12Â-16, 10:48, 19:5, 22:16, 1 Cor 1:13Â-15.
However there are two occasions in the Epistles where the construction is changed dramatically and these passages ha
ve been the subject of disagreement as to their application; we will need to examine these.
1. Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Therefore we are b
uried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so
we also should walk in newness of life. For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be als
o in the likeness of his resurrection: Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with him, that the body of sin might be de
stroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. (Rom 6:3Â-6 KJV)
The phrase 'in the name' is missing from this passage. Instead we have a reference to 'baptism into Christ Jesus'; not 'in
to the name' now, but 'into the person'. The question we must ask is 'is this waterÂ-baptism'? The claims for this 'baptis
m' are wideÂ-ranging. It is said that this baptism 'baptizes into His death'? Would any, other than the Roman Catholics a
nd their fellow travellers, claim this for 'water baptism'? It reminds me of the old saying that if you waterÂ-baptize a sinne
r what you get is a 'wet sinner'. However, Paul sees the consequence of this 'baptism' in a much greater panarama. This
baptism 'unites' the baptized with 'the likeness of His death'. In a profound sense this baptism is not focussing upon the
death of the 'baptized' but upon Christ's own death; the event that He called 'a baptism'. This is not 'my death' but 'His de
ath' which is being effected in the person being baptized. Again, this has powerful implications.
2. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neit
her bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus. (Gal 3:27Â-28 KJV)
Again the key phrase from the waterÂ-baptisms is missing. The reference is not to those 'baptized into the name of' but t
o those 'baptized into the person' of Christ. Again the implications are wideÂ- ranging; those who have been baptized int
o Christ have 'put on Christ'. This latter phrase immediately links with the things 'taught' to the Christians in Ephesus; if s
o be ye did hear him, and in him were taught, as truth is in Jesus; ye are to put off concerning the former behaviour the o
ld man, that is corrupt according to the desires of the deceit, and to be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and to put on t
he new man, which, according to God, was created in righteousness and kindness of the truth. (Eph 4:21Â-24 YLT) Agai
n, other than the Roman Catholics, no one would attribute these events to water Â-baptism. We also see the consequen
ce of this 'baptism' in that it has unites those baptized into 'oneness' in Christ.
In both of the above we are seeing that familiar theme of 'baptism' effecting a union. In the first with Christ's own baptism
alÂ-death on the cross, and in the second with the 'body' of His people who are 'one in Christ'. In fact both of these pass
ages result in 'union with Christ'; union with Him in His death and union with Him in His Body. Each is a baptism 'into Chr
ist' which unites the baptized with Him.
The theme is carried forward in another reference to 'baptism'; For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into on
e body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. (1
Co 12:12,Â-13 KJV) I have begun with the familiar KJV which seems to suggest that this 'baptism' is 'by one Spirit'. Som
e have used this translation to justify the teaching that this is a different baptism to 'baptism in the Spirit', but the original
Greek phrase is exactly the same as earlier constructions; For, even as the body is one, and hath many members, and a
ll the members of the one body, being many, are one body, so also is the Christ, for also in one Spirit we all to one body
were baptized, whether Jews or Greeks, whether servants or freemen, and all into one Spirit were made to drink, (1Co 1
2:12,13 YLT) The Greek prepositions behind the KJV are 'en'Â-'by' and 'eis'Â-'into', but 'en' is most usually translated 'in'
and 'eis' has the purposive sense of 'towards', hence the Greek reads 'in one Spirit were we all baptized towards one Bo
dy'. The purpose, or one of them as it suits Paul's teaching here, was to get everything into 'one body', the means was 'b
aptism in Spirit'. In fact the passage parallels the earlier an earlier one; and all to Moses were baptized in the cloud, and
in the sea; (1Co 10:2 YLT) in which 'to Moses' is 'eis' and 'in the cloud etc' is 'en'. The purpose was to unite them all with
Moses and the means was 'a baptism in cloud and sea'.
In these references we see a persistence that baptism effects union. The 1 Cor 12:13 reference brings together a baptis
m and a drinking; the exact imagery of Christ's own baptism and cup. This is the fulfilled promise; And they said unto hi
m, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the baptism that I am bap
tized withal shall ye be baptized: (Mar 10:39 KJV) If it should be countered that this is just a reference to a bloody death
we need to remind ourselves that, so far as we can be sure, John did not experience such a death. But how can we exp
erience his 'baptism and cup'? By being 'baptized into Christ'. We are touching here, a baptism into a baptism. If God rea
lly does have means of uniting us to Christ at the point of His death then it is dynamically true, not positionally so that ...h
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e who hath died hath been set free from the sin. (Rom 6:7 YLT) and that is the gospel in a nutshell.
We have two more references to study;
1. The first is more in the way of a return to an earlier one. we were buried together, then, with him through the baptism t
o the death, that even as Christ was raised up out of the dead through the glory of the Father, so also we in newness of l
ife might walk.(Rom 6:4 YLT) Young's Literal translation picks up the definite article and give us 'the baptism'. It also rem
inds us of an earlier characteristic that we have noted; all biblical baptism is 'baptism into death' and if this is true is must
have a poerful impact upon our understanding of the phrase 'baptism in the Spirit'.
The Greek definitive article can have the effect of a backwards reference. 'the death' of Romans 5 and 6 is a companion
term to 'the sin'. This is not 'sins' as events but the nature and dynamic of 'Sin' which 'by one man' 'entered into the world
'. Sin has its consequence in sins, and Death has its consequence in death, but we need to distinguish between the natu
re and the event. Christ's baptism (his cross) was a baptism into Sin and Death and in a manner beyong human express
ion He was united with it Him who knew not sin he has made sin for us, that *we* might become God's righteousness in
him. (2Co 5:21 Darby). Again, we dare go no further... What a Saviour! 'the baptism into the death' however is a baptism
into 'the death, His'. In this sense the Christian does not have to 'die to Sin'; he just needs to be baptized into Christ's ba
ptism where He died to Sin. The Romans section carries the truth further forwards for we are united by such a 'baptism' i
nto Christ who has already died and has already risen again (and if we were to follow the theme into Ephesians...) has al
ready ascended, and has already sat down. It is wonderfully and literally true; everything is 'in Christ'.
2. The second is also obscurred by our English translations; in whom also ye were circumcised with a circumcision not
made with hands, in the putting off of the body of the sins of the flesh in the circumcision of the Christ, being buried with
him in the baptism, in which also ye rose with him through the faith of the working of God, who did raise him out of the d
ead.(Col 2:11Â- 12 YLT) We have here another reference to 'the baptism' and this one will add some more 'experiences'
. This time Paul says his Colossians readers were 'coÂ-buried with Christ' and 'coÂ-raised with Him' and each time he se
es the agent as 'the baptism'. He says 'you were coÂ-buried with Him in the baptism' 'in which (the baptism) you were al
so cÂ-raised with Him. Faith is at work here too, but the focus is 'the baptism'. Again we see the uniting power of 'the ba
ptism' which unites us to a life that was taken down into death and raised from it.
The word 'baptism' is retaining its historical content. It is baptism into death. It is judgment upon the old. It is separation f
rom the continuing pollution. It is an end which makes a genuine beginning possible. It is a uniting process which links th
e baptized into the destiny of the another. It is coÂ- everything; coÂ-circumcision, coÂ-burial, coÂ-resurrection, coÂ-asce
nsion, coÂ-seating in the heavenlies, and all is 'in Christ' and so may I be... 'by the baptism'.
What really happened at Cornelius' place
Do you recall the title 'what really happened at Azuza Street'? How about 'what really happened at Cornelius' place' Ther
e are several unique features about Cornelius, especially that this is the first comprehensive Gentile experience of 'bapti
sm in the Spirit'. Perhaps we should justify that phrase first?
When Peter justified his entering into Cornelius house he did so in terms of the Holy Spirit's leading. He went on to justif
y Cornelius' experience by using the language of 'baptism in Spirit'; And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on them
, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with water;
but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. (Act 11:15Â-16 KJV) This is a rich passage; it includes:
1. the sense of suddenness; the Holy Spirit fell on them
2. a tie into their own unquestionable experience in Acts 2; as on us at the beginning
3. the identification of this experience with the phrase 'baptism in Spirit'. This is clearly a repeat of Acts 2 but without the
wind and fire. The language used to describe the narrative is very wide.
The story begins with Cornelius' command to send for Peter; And now send men to Joppa, and call for one Simon, whos
e surname is Peter: He lodgeth with one Simon a tanner, whose house is by the sea side: he shall tell thee what thou ou
ghtest to do. (Act 10:5Â-6 KJV) Peter gives more details of this event in Acts 11 and declares that the purpose of his visi
t to Corenlius was Cornelius' salvation; And he shewed us how he had seen an angel in his house, which stood and said
unto him, Send men to Joppa, and call for Simon, whose surname is Peter; Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and
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all thy house shall be saved. (Act 11:13,Â-14 KJV)
Cornelius would have been a credit to most churches today. He was devout, gave charitable gifts, was constant in praye
r, fasted, had visions of angels. He also knew of Christ's preaching and miracles; The word which God sent unto the chil
dren of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (he is Lord of all:) That word, I say, ye know, which was published throu
ghout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached; How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for Go
d was with him. (Act 10:36Â-38 KJV) But, apparently, he still needed to be 'saved' and for this he needed Peter's words.
Cornelius experience, like so many, had been culmulative but was still incomplete.
Peter certainly added to Cornelius store of information; And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land
of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him
openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat and drink with him after
he rose from the dead. And he commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is he which was ordained
of God to be the Judge of quick and dead. To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever believ
eth in him shall receive remission of sins. (Act 10:39Â- 43 KJV) This new information includes the facts that Christ has ri
sen, will be Judge of living and dead, is the fulfillment of OT prophecy and, that as a consequence of faith in Him believe
rs would have their sins remitted. This is a wonderful summary of the gospel and we may presume that Cornelius and hi
s houseÂ-meeting believed; Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as he did unto us, who believed on the Lord
Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God? (Act 11:17 KJV) The mood is pregnant; While Peter was still speak
ing these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were listening to the message. (Act 10:44 NASB)
The conservative Jewish believers were amazed that; on the Gentiles was poured out (another image) the gift of the Hol
y Spirit. Traditional Pentecostal denominations have found strong evidence here for their doctrine of 'the initial evidence'
of speaking with tongues. The Jewish witness, seven in all, witnessed an epoch opening event; Gentiles had received th
e Spirit just as we did. When Peter reported this to the gathered saints in Jerusalem their response was significant: Whe
n they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted r
epentance unto life. (Act 11:18 KJV). There logic was God has given them 'repentance unto life'. In the space of a few s
entences Cornelius and his friends came to genuine faith and a repentance that opened the way to life. God's response
was to baptize them in the Holy Spirit. For the reluctant folks back at Jerusalem God's response to Cornelius was conclu
sive proof that salvation was opened to the Gentiles.
There is a postÂ-script to this story. Some years later at the Jerusalem conference Peter gave his evidence; And God, w
hich knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no difference
between us and them, purifying their hearts by faith. (Act 15:8Â-9 KJV) He boldly declares that what happened at the ho
me of Cornelius was that 'hearts were purified, by faith'. This is new evidence; it was not recorded in Acts 10 or 11. Why
would Peter make such an assertion? Because he knew that this is what happened when people were 'baptized in the H
oly Spirit'. It seems that in the space of few moments, Cornelius believed, repented unto life, received the Holy Spirit and
had his heart purified by faith. There is a dimension to baptism in the Spirit which has almost become lost here. God, wh
o knew their hearts, bore witness to them by giving them the Spirit. This eliminated all differences between Jew and Gen
tile and brought in heart purity. Yes, they spoke with tongues and magnified God, but something had happened on the in
side too; their hearts were purified by faith.
The Second Blessing Holiness people said 'Baptism in the Spirit produces a clean heart'. The Pentecostals said Baptism
in the Spirit 'gives power for service'. Why quarrel? Why set one truth against the other?

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/28 8:37
Robert, If this is true:
"The Second Blessing Holiness people said 'Baptism in the Spirit produces a clean heart'. The Pentecostals said Baptis
m in the Spirit 'gives power for service'. Why quarrel? Why set one truth against the other?"
Then what does this say to the believer:
"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double mind
ed". James 4:8 (KJV)
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/28 9:02
Hi CroRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Then what does this say to the believer:
"Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded". James 4:8 (KJV)
-------------------------

James' writings are unique in the New Testament so we have to look at them carefully. Martin Luther called James 'an e
pistle of straw' in reference to Paul's words in 1 Cor. 3:12 (gold, silver, precious stones or hay wood and stubble). I think
Martin Luther was wrong here, but we have to understand that James has a unique perspective. He deals with issues P
aul speaks to so that it appears they are opposing each other at times; but as the late J. Vernon McGee stated, Paul and
James stood back to back armed defending both sides of certain truths. I think this is right.
Our passage describes the phenomena and gives an admonition, Cleanse hands, sinners; and purify hearts, double
minded. (James 4:8b) Certainly this does not sound like a believer that has received a new heart and a new Spirit? Our
Greek word is dipsychos (&#948;&#943;&#968;&#965;&#967;&#959;&#953;) and is apparently a word coined by James.
From dis (twice) and psuch&#275; (soul) or "double-souled", double-minded. This was John BunyanÂ’s Â“Mr. Facing-bot
h-ways." (A.T. Robertson) James 1:8 tells us that he/she is unstable in all of his ways.
This, in my view, is the same experience Paul dealt with at Corinth. He told them, "Are you not carnal and walk as men."
They had been radically changed by God, but were now walking in their old manor of life. James takes a diferent angle a
nd suggests that what we are actually doing is splitting our allegiance to God with other things. I have said in the past, a
nything that we are splitting our allegiance to God with has the potential of splitting our personality. That may sound like
a psychological phenomena, but it is possible for a person to act like a Christian in some situations and become almost
someone nobody recognizes in others. Beloved, this ought not so to be.
John Wesley has this note on James 4:8, "Draw nigh to God in prayer, and he will draw nigh unto you, will hear you; whi
ch that nothing may hinder, cleanse your handsÂ—Cease from doing evil. And purify your heartsÂ—From all spiritual ad
ultery. Be no more double minded, vainly endeavouring to serve both God and mammon." So we see then the ongloing t
rap of falling into a desire for this present worlds goods. It is an ever present threat. I have no doubt that it would have b
een a temptation to Adam if he was here and had never fallen. Do we have an example of this in Acts? I think we do.
James gives his solution, purify hearts, double minded. This statement reminds me of Ananias and Sapphira that were
prepared to lie to the Holy Ghost over money and popularity because Satan had filled their hearts. (Acts 5:1ff) They may
have had a new heart before, but now they have opened the door and Satan has filled it with his lies and reasonings. "T
he very verb used for 'filled thine heart' is the same for the filling by the Holy Spirit (Acts 4:31). Satan the adversary is th
e father of lies (John 8:44). He had entered into Judas (Luke 22:3; John 13:27) and now he has filled the heart of Anania
s with a lie-- to lie to the Holy Spirit (pseusasthai se to pneuma to hagion)." (A.T. Robertson)
God has given the Saints a new heart, but that heart can beocme corrupted again because of this present evil world. Thi
s is why men like Ravenhill suggested that God could take an unholy man, make him holy, put him back into an unholy
world and keep him holy. My solution for this is what James told us; purify hearts, double minded. Purify is a word deali
ng with ceremonial cleaning. It is described at times as the work of God and others as the work of man. On our end we n
eed to renounce anything that we have allowed, no matter what or how long we have entertained it and allowed it to split
our soul into two different personalities.
So we see then that the enemy is always trying to lure us away- even after we have been truly saved. He is a defiler of s
anctuaries. He wants to defile our Temple and set up all manor of idols in us. This is why I keep saying we have to keep
our eye on the Temple motif troughout the Old Testament. The devil was always working to somehow defile the Temple
or cause a problem there. Think about how the enemies of God came in and sacrificed a pig in the holy of holies during t
he 400 silent years, etc. Over and over from Dagon before the Ark to uzziah running into the Holy Place to do the work o
f a priest as a king. Satan is a defiler of God's santuaries. He did it to the sanctuary of the Garden of Eden and he will try
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to do it in us. We must renounce anything that tries to come up and challenge God or that would double our mind. Again,
this is not what a Saint 'is', just like carnality is not normal for a Saint: but we are always in jeopardy of becoming these if
we are not vigilant and watchful over our own lives. Blessings.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/28 9:31
Robert, It would seem then that James was admonishing those 'believers' he was familiar with, wouldn't you say?
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/28 9:41
Hi CroRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Robert, It would seem then that James was admonishing those 'believers' he was familiar with, wouldn't you say?
-------------------------

I would say probably, no. This is one of the reasons that the book of James is a challenge. We have this salutation and a
ddress:
James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, greeting. (James
1:1)
His address to the 'twelve tribes' ought to signal us as to who this writing is intended for. This is always important when d
oing exegesis and exposition. I am not- nor have I ever been one of the twelve tribes of Israel. The 10 tribes passed into
legend when carried off by Assryia. Who could these people possibly be? Thiere is much speculation, but it shows the di
fficulty of reading James to begin with. I believe it is a New Testament canonical writing, but I read it more as the book of
Proverbs. Many things said are general truths, but are not expoundings of the New Covenant as we find else where.
Re: , on: 2012/10/28 9:56
Quote:
------------------------- Are you saying that the belief that the Immersion in the Holy Spirit (notice i didnt use the KJV word baptism)...that this experience a
s a second and distinct experience to conversion/salvation/born again...is a lie?
-------------------------

To call it a "Second and Distinct" experience is a lie in itself. Conversion and being born again can only come by one wh
o has been baptized by Jesus Christ. Mark 1:8
When we give ourselves over to Jesus Christ by faith the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed us from all unrighteousnes
s and we have been justified before God as righteous but we are not born again, nor are we in the Kingdom of God. We
have been forgiven and cleansed and now the vessel is ready to be born again from above, or to be immersed into the
Holy Ghost. What makes this offensive is the way we have been raised and taught. I am very aware of the fact that this
subject is highly volatile because many many peoples have been taught that they receive the Holy Ghost baptism as soo
n as they give their lives to the Lord or are baptized in water.
RobertW merely stirred up what the Holy Ghost has been saying for the last couple of years but I couldn't find the words
to bring the whole thing together. I see it now and it's wonderful to behold.
If we call the Holy Ghost the "Second Blessing", than so be it, but lets not look at it as something that is an option, but so
mething that we should not only want but need. He is the Operating System, we need Him to be installed into our hard d
rive, without this One Baptism we are not born from above.
I am thinking of the Children of Israel in Egypt. It was there that the blood was put on the lintels over the door. Remembe
r they were in Egypt which represents the old man Adam, they had not yet stepped over to where God wanted them to b
e. Old things have not yet passed away for they were still under the bondage of their masters. Yet in the midst of that Go
d covers them with the blood of a lamb. Egypt represents unregenerate man. Israel was protected under the blood, love
d and favoured. They were protected because they aligned themselves with Moses believing that God sent him. When w
e repent and believe the gospel, believing that Jesus was sent by God to deliver us, we too are protected by the blood.
Yea, further our sins are removed, being justified freely in the sight of God, we stand righteous before God by faith.
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This has never changed since Abel right up to the last prophet martyred John. Men who believed God their faith was acc
ounted to them for righteousness. This still applies today, yet those righteous men were not born again, having not recei
ved the promise.
I have not raced through this post with glee. I have sat here and wondered if I should send it to print, because people will
be offended. But why weren't the Ephesians? Why didn't they argue doctrine with Paul? Why didn't they stand up to wha
t they believed and held to their teachings?
The only thing that is coming to me is, Of a truth I say unto you, Except ye be converted, and become as little children,
ye shall not enter into the kingdom of God. Matthew 18:3
Re: , on: 2012/10/28 10:12
Robert said:
Quote:
------------------------- But Paul said that there is only One Baptism (Ephesians 4:5). So which one was it?
-------------------------

1 Corinthians 12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
Re: , on: 2012/10/28 10:33
Quote:
-------------------------When we give ourselves over to Jesus Christ by faith the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed us from all unrighteousness and we h
ave been justified before God as righteous but we are not born again, nor are we in the Kingdom of God. We have been forgiven and cleansed and no
w the vessel is ready to be born again from above, or to be immersed into the Holy Ghost. What makes this offensive is the way we have been raised
and taught. I am very aware of the fact that this subject is highly volatile because many many peoples have been taught that they receive the Holy Gho
st baptism as soon as they give their lives to the Lord or are baptized in water.
-------------------------

Im not sure what is meant by "offensive" in your post brother. But I can see how the divisions which are being drawn bet
ween believing and having newness of life will have profound implications for many people. How many on this thread re
mains to be seen. It is no small matter what is being drawn out. Neither do I believe it is being drawn our sufficiently well
enough to resists any likely offence. It will cause some to stumble in the end of that I am sure as well. I accept that this is
not intended but it will happen because the distinction is implicit as well as stated in parts of the thread. It is a distinction
which when put simply is offensive in that it appears to contradict Scriptures regarding what constitutes the basis for a p
erson to take confidence in Christ and to believe that they are born again and will therefore one day see God. It is also a
distinction which by explanation of a single verse of Scripture in Ephesians chapter 4 is more than many simple hearted
believer could easily understand. If the Holy Spirit bears witness with our spirits that we are the children of God, then we
are. No amount of seeking to devise explanations as to when we are baptised into Christ or else when Christ' own life be
comes ours will alter or change that reality. But such explanations may disturb the faith of some who for a variety of reas
ons may not have confidence beyond what they first believed.
Re: , on: 2012/10/28 10:33
Quote:
------------------------- James' writings are unique in the New Testament so we have to look at them carefully.
-------------------------

Indeed, for they were addressed to the Jews and not to the Gentiles.
I am going on on a limb here so bare with me, what I say here is all speculation so don't accuse me of believing it.
There seems to be slight differences between the gospel of the Apostles and the gospel of Paul. Paul says in three occa
sions that he refers the gospel as being his.
Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to "my" gospel.
Romans 16:25 Now to him that is of power to establish you according to "my" gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
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according to the revelation of the mystery, which was kept secret since the world began...
2 Timothy 2:8 Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead according to "my" gospel...
No one else speaks in this personal way save Christ Himself.
There are subtle clues,
Galatians 2:2 And I went up by revelation, and communicated unto them THAT gospel which I preach among the gentile
s, but privately to them which were of reputation, lest by any means I should run, or had run, in vain.
"But privately to them which were of reputation", no doubt the Apostles. But notice how he is wording it.
He had to privately speak of it denotes that those who didn't have wisdom could find themselves arguing against it.
I have some ideas but I would have to privately speak about them.

Re: , on: 2012/10/28 10:52
I had posed this question several posts back.Approved seems to have given something of an answer to it. My questin w
as, how were people like Abraham and David, saved. The New Testament says in Romans. and Galatians that Abraha
m believed God and it was credited to him as righteousness. The writer of Hebrews says says that the O.T. saints had t
be gospel preached to them. But ut was not combined with faith.
I am asking is it possible for one to believe in Christ for salvation and be covered by the blood, but not be born again? Is
this tbe case of O. T. saints?
Bearmaster.
Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/28 12:57
Re-bearmaster. This has been answered I think. Most agree that those in the OT were justified by faith, but not born aga
in (born of the Spirit). Robert and Approved are suggesting that this process is still possible today, but others like me un
derstand that when someone today truely believes on Christ they are born of God by the Spirit.
Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/28 13:15
Question for RobertW & Approved
We read in Acts that almost every time (apart from Cornelius' houshold) people we baptised in water BEFORE receiving
the gift of the Holy Spirit. Now we understand that water baptism in the name of Christ is an identification and recognitio
n of the fact that we are united with Christ into His death and also into His resurected life. Therefore it would not make s
ense for anyone to be baptised in water if they had not already be born again of the Spirit and come into this reality.
So my question is when do you think believers should be baptised, on believing or after receiving the Spirit?
I do think there is a confusion being made between the indwelling Spirit that all who believe receive and the 'baptism of t
he Spirit' for empowerment for witness.
Very shortly after Pentecost when they were all 'filled with the Spirit' you find the disciples being 'filled withthe Spirit' agai
n (Acts 4:31). It is very similar to Pentecost and for what purpose? To have boldness to Witness!
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Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2012/10/28 13:51
Things are flying thick and fast on this thread, but I thought I would highlight a portion of the article by Ron Bailey that Ro
bertW posted a couple of pages back.
QUOTE from the article:
"When Peter justified his entering into Cornelius' house he did so in terms of the Holy Spirit's leading. He went on to justi
fy Cornelius' experience by using the language of 'baptism in Spirit'; And as I began to speak, the Holy Ghost fell on the
m, as on us at the beginning. Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that he said, John indeed baptized with wat
er; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost. (Act 11:15Â-16 KJV) This is a rich passage; it includes:
1. the sense of suddenness; the Holy Spirit fell on them
2. a tie into their own unquestionable experience in Acts 2; as on us at the beginning
3. the identification of this experience with the phrase 'baptism in Spirit'. This is clearly a repeat of Acts 2 but without the
wind and fire. The language used to describe the narrative is very wide." END OF QUOTE
My own comment now: This clearly shows that Peter saw the experience of Acts 2:1-4 as the fulfillment of John the Bap
tist's prophecy about Christ baptizing in the Holy Spirit. Whatever the significance of John 20:22 (at which time, by the w
ay, Thomas was not present), Peter calls the Acts experience "the gift of the Holy Spirit" (Acts 11:17). And so it has to b
e this, in my opinion, that fulfills Jesus' words, "...He dwelleth WITH you, and shall be IN you" (Jn. 14.18).
Allan
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/28 17:39
Hi Heydave,

Quote:
-------------------------So my question is when do you think believers should be baptised, on believing or after receiving the Spirit?
-------------------------

My view of water baptism is that it is a public declaration of faith, obedience and submission to God, pointing either forw
ard or backwards to the One Baptism into Christ by the Spirit.
Sometimes folks are water baptized and then receive the Spirit and sometimes God has fallen on folks and they receive
d the Spirit and were water baptized later. I have also heard of people receiving the Spirit at the same time they were wa
ter baptized. I see it as an act of obedience to fulfill all righteousness. Jesus did not need to be baptized, but He did so b
ecause it was a pattern God was establishing for everyone to follow, as a public act of submission and obedience to Go
d.
If a person knows something is God's will and will not do it then I question any experience that a person may have had o
r allegedly had. Just my take on it. Here is an example:
Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. And as they went on the
ir way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? An
d Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is t
he Son of God. And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the
eunuch; and he baptized him.
(Acts 8:35-38)
Here the eunuch is chomping at the bit to obey God. This is faith. He believes God in a way that God can believe him. A
lot of experiences a Christian have are just that, experiences. But the key to everything is a willingness to obey God. A p
erson can say they received the Spirit, but that may or may not be true no matter what manifestation of evidence happen
s. So I see water baptism of an act of faith authenticating a persons willingness to obey God publicly. Blessings.
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Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2012/10/28 17:51
Quote: When we give ourselves over to Jesus Christ by faith the blood of Jesus Christ has cleansed us from all unrighte
ousness and we have been justified before God as righteous but we are not born again, nor are we in the Kingdom of G
od. We have been forgiven and cleansed and now the vessel is ready to be born again from above, or to be immersed in
to the Holy Ghost.
Well by what youÂ’re saying above I see two different blessings, justification and sanctification, however I wouldnÂ’t agr
ee with you that we are not born again when we are justified.
Quote: If we call the Holy Ghost the "Second Blessing", than so be it, but lets not look at it as something that is an option
, but something that we should not only want but need.
That correct it has been described by many different names over the years, but the most important thing is that it should
be considered as something we need.
Quote: I am thinking of the Children of Israel in Egypt. It was there that the blood was put on the lintels over the door. Re
member they were in Egypt which represents the old man Adam, they had not yet stepped over to where God wanted th
em to be. Old things have not yet passed away for they were still under the bondage of their masters. Yet in the midst of
that God covers them with the blood of a lamb. Egypt represents unregenerate man.
We should also consider is that when Israel came out of Egypt they didnÂ’t directly go into the Promised Land they went
into the wilderness.
While Israel was in the Wilderness we find that Egypt remained in Israel.
They wanted The Safety Of Egypt - Ex. 14:10-11 They wanted the Supplies Of Egypt - Ex. 16:2-3; Ex. 17:3; Num. 20:4 T
hey wanted the Spirits Of Egypt - Ex. 32:1-8 They wanted the Stability Of Egypt - Num. 21:4-5 They Despised Their Savi
or From Egypt - Deut. 1:27
There hearts wanted Egypt, there minds wanted Egypt they remained one with Egypt. IsraelÂ’s failure was that they did
nÂ’t put off their former way of life they there were Egyptian by nature. There old Egyptian nature was not put to deathÂ
…
Israel in there time of testing in the wilderness harden there hearts and rebelled against God Heb 3:8 and God swore tha
t they wouldnÂ’t enter into his rest. Heb 3:18 The writer to the Hebrews exhorts his readers to Â“enter inÂ” to the Sabbat
h rest provided by Christ.
The writer also begs us not to make the same mistake by rejecting GodÂ’s Sabbath rest in Jesus Christ. Â“There remain
s, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of God; for anyone who enters God's rest also rests from his own work, just as Go
d did from his. Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will fall by following their example of
disobedienceÂ” Heb 4:9-11

Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/29 5:34
RobertW wrote: "Sometimes folks are water baptized and then receive the Spirit and sometimes God has fallen on folks
and they received the Spirit and were water baptized later. I have also heard of people receiving the Spirit at the same ti
me they were water baptized. I see it as an act of obedience to fulfill all righteousness. Jesus did not need to be baptize
d, but He did so because it was a pattern God was establishing for everyone to follow, as a public act of submission and
obedience to God."
Robert, I would agree with this if we define the 'comming upon of the Spirit' as endument with power (as per Acts 1:8). H
owever the point I am pressing to understand is that you are saying that this 'coming on of the Spirit' is the point that so
meone is 'born again' and baptised into Christ. If this is the case then the act of water baptism would not make sense for
someone for who is not born again. Are you advocating that unregenerate people should be baptised in water?
Maybe I am not understaning your position here. Do you think it is enevitable that someone who is justified by faith WILL
come into regeneration by the Spirit, or do you think that there are some who are only justified, but never get born again
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? If so what position do they have in God's plan? I don't see two groups (or classes) of believers in heaven. Please clarif
y. Thanks.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 7:07
Hi Heydave,

Quote:
-------------------------you advocating that unregenerate people should be baptised in water?
-------------------------

Again, keep in mind that there are only two passages in the NT that use the term 'regeneration', which I dealt with earlier
. What I advocate is that all sinners:
1.Repent and believe the Gospel
2.Be baptized (baptised) in water
3.Receive the Holy Spirit (as a conscious experience)
This is the pattern in acts although 2 and 3 may be reversed.

Quote:
-------------------------Maybe I am not understaning your position here. Do you think it is enevitable that someone who is justified by faith WILL come into
regeneration by the Spirit, or do you think that there are some who are only justified, but never get born again? If so what position do they have in God'
s plan? I don't see two groups (or classes) of believers in heaven. Please clarify. Thanks.
-------------------------

These are common concerns that I have wrestled with over the years. Let me first say that 'saying' a person is regenerat
ed or creating a doctrinal construct, based on logical deductions and proof texts, is not the solution here. Either a person
is truly regenerated or they are not. My theology cannot change what they really are one way or the other.
And I have known a great many people that have named the name of Christ and had no appetite for God, no real fruit un
to holiness in their life, etc. They may have prayed a prayer, etc. and they may believe all the tenants of the faith, but the
re are no real MARKS of the New Birth. Some teachers/preachers will then proceed to try and disciple these folks by im
posing institutional law upon them, but that institutional law (biblical principals, etc.) is contrary to their constitutional natu
re. Like sending my pet dog Zook to obedience school, it may make him act more civilized, but at certain times (such as
when he sees a cat) his constitutional nature is going to override the institutional laws I have imposed on him. This is wh
y I tell people all the time (and get lots of funny looks) that you cannot TEACH a person to be a Christian.
So what do we do? We have whole movements that try to isolate themselves and their families to create a mini-culture t
hat will foster what I just mentioned. but this is no substitute for a person truly being transformed by the Spirit into a New
Creature in which God changes the ESSENTIAL NATURE of a person. I refuse to let people think they are born again th
at are moving in some lesser thing. It may make everyone comfortable, but it does not fulfill God's purposes.
We have people argue all the time trying to make excuses for their carnal behavior. They say, "the sin-nature got up out
of bed before the spiritual man today", so they acted like the devil all morning. I do not believe in schizophrenic Saints. I
am not saying that discourage anyone, I just don't believe in it. Paul said, "we are not in the flesh but in the Spirit if so be
that the Spirit dwells in us." A person cannot be in Adam and in Christ at the same time. But there are many people walki
ng around and this is their exact experience. they are 'born again of a decision' as L. Ravenhill would say. And they are
high maintenance, low impact 'believers'.
So what we are really asking here is, "is God going to save the people that have 'believed' and 'asked for forgiveness', et
c., but that never come into an experience where they could say that they have 'begun in the Spirit' (Galatians 3:3). A ba
by may be born and have to grow up, but all the parts are there from birth under normal conditions. Nothing is born by p
arts. I don't believe in evolutional regeneration. A sinner does not slowly evolve over years into a Saint. When something
is born it's all there, nothing lacking. When God comes in He transforms and cleanses the House into a place that He ca
n dwell and be "at home in you". I cannot settle for some lesser thing when God has revealed in His word His design.
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So I refuse to 'advocate' anything less than what God wants in man. I'm not going to call a sinner a Saint (regenerated) b
ecause they believed a few points of doctrine and can recite the apostles creed or something. This is why I see baptism i
n water as a real test. I have known of people to say the sinners prayer and then when offered baptism say, "not now, m
aybe some other time" or they simply don't sign up for it when the day comes. They don't intend on obeying, therefore I
do not see them as justified by faith, much less regenerated.
So I see genuine repentance and faith as essential to justification. Some would call this being 'born again', but I see this
as conversion. As in, repent ye therefore and be CONVERTED that your sins may be blotted out. I then see the next ste
p as the "times of refreshing coming by the Spirit of God." A person may be converted and truly trying to serve Christ an
d fall right here into the TRAP of legalism. They may join a sect or impose on themselves a trillion laws to hem themselv
es in to want to do right. They work hard trying to 'put on' fruit, like a person would decorate a Christmas Tree, but it is n
ot natural. Their 'fruit' is a 'learned behavior' that runs contrary to what they really want to do. I believe the regenerate be
ar the fruit of the Spirit as naturally as a sinner yields thorns and briars. If I go in the back yard I don't see the hedge ball
tree straining to produce vicious thorns and hedge apples. Nor should a true child of God have to 'strain' to produce fruit
unto holiness (love, etc.).
So I am saying that I believe that there are converted people that are in the process of really seeking God to do His will
and they are 'justified by faith.' If they go on with God at some point they will receive that which their soul longs for. God
will make it happen. But what about the people that reach out on their death-bed? I am particularly keen on this subject
because one of the ministries God has stewarded me with is to the elderly. It is my view that if a person reaches out to G
od in genuine repentance and faith (as did the thief on the cross) then they are justified by faith and God will perfect that
which is lacking in them in Heaven. We are not saved by sanctification, but by grace through faith.
Some would call what I am calling 'conversion' being born again. They will then suggest that the second blessing in Acts
2 is for power for service. I am not here to argue that point. I am simply trying to focus on what the scripture reveals with
out imposing theological concepts that are geared very often to favor man then to reveal God's perfect will, upon what is
designed in the New Covenant. God has done a marvelous thing and given us exceeding and great and precious promis
es, whereby we can be partakers of the Divine Nature. Not a bunch of self-imposed rules, but Christ in you the hope of g
lory. if a person has truly 'begun in the Spirit', are no longer in the flesh but in the Spirit, are yielding the fruit of the Spirit
unto holiness in a genuine way, are being led by the Spirit so as to be the sons of God, then however they got to that poi
nt is immaterial to me. If God wants to spin the thing around and do a 3,2,1 or 2,1,3, or 3,1,2 I really don't mind at all. But
I believe that we need all of them in order to have the reality God wants for us. He is moving man to a place where He w
ould not be ashamed to call us His brethren. That is a very powerful, sobering and glorious thought. Hope that helps. Ble
ssings.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 8:43

After Obedience - What?
"And straightway He constrained His disciples to get into the ship, and to go to the other sideÂ… ."
Mark 6:45-52
We are apt to imagine that if Jesus Christ constrains us, and we obey Him, He will lead us to great success. We must ne
ver put our dreams of success as God's purpose for us; His purpose may be exactly the opposite. We have an idea that
God is leading us to a particular end, a desired goal; He is not. The question of getting to a particular end is a mere incid
ent. What we call the process, God calls the end.
What is my dream of God's purpose? His purpose is that I depend on Him and on His power now. If I can stay in the mid
dle of the turmoil calm and unperplexed, that is the end of the purpose of God. God is not working towards a particular fi
nish; His end is the process - that I see Him walking on the waves, no shore in sight, no success, no goal, just the absol
ute certainty that it is all right because I see Him walking on the sea. It is the process, not the end, which is glorifying to
God.
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God's training is for now, not presently. His purpose is for this minute, not for something in the future. We have nothing t
o do with the afterwards of obedience; we get wrong when we think of the afterwards. What men call training and prepar
ation, God calls the end.
God's end is to enable me to see that He can walk on the chaos of my life just now. If we have a further end in view, we
do not pay sufficient attention to the immediate present: if we realize that obedience is the end, then each moment as it
comes is precious. . . . . . Oswald Chambers
Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/29 9:10
Hi Robert,
I really appreciate that you took time to clarify your thoughts on this. I understand much better what you are saying. I wh
oleheartedly agree with the points you made about the difference between coming into a realisation of justification and b
eing born again and the new life we have in Christ. It's the whole package God planned and wants for all of us. I suppos
e I would probably see it more that it is more to do with a lack of teaching or understanding about the resurection life rath
er than not having it, but I cannot be dogmatic about that, as we do not know the heart of men.
What is important is that we make sure each individually that we know we are born of God. As Paul says in 2 Cor 13:5 "
Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus C
hrist is in you, except ye be reprobates?"
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 9:58
Hi Heydave,

Quote:
-------------------------What is important is that we make sure each individually that we know we are born of God. As Paul says in 2 Cor 13:5 "Examine yo
urselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?"
-------------------------

Contextually Paul is here speaking about the matter of Christ speaking through them. Notice how we have the passage l
eading to verse 5:
Since ye seek a proof of Christ speaking in me, which to you-ward is not weak, but is mighty in you.(2 Cor. 13:3)
He then answers in verse 6, But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.
Here we have the word reprobate which is the Greek adokimos. This word has had my attention for a very long time bec
ause Paul states in 1 Cor 9:27, But I keep under my body, and bring into subjection: lest that by any means, when I hav
e preached to others, I myself should be a castaway. Here the Greek word for 'castaway' is adokimos. So what is he talk
ing about. Does this mean Paul got his body into subjection lest he become a reprobate or is he saying that he got his b
ody under subjection lest he become disqualified to minister; that is, to SPEAK on behalf of Christ.
I lean more towards the latter, although I am not sure. I certainly don't want people to have the impression that it's OK or
'safe' to be careless in our walk with the Lord. If we take the approach that Paul means 'reprobate' then we have to concl
ude that if we do not get our body into subjection then we risk Christ departing from us so that we become 'reprobate'. T
hat's how I kind-of see the possibilities playing out.
If we take the strictest view of it all, again, "Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know
ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?", then in my view we have to ask Paul
's question to the Ephesians, "have you received since you believed?" There is no way for a person to examine themsel
ves but by experience as it relates to the scriptures. So the question would be, "Can you remember a time when Christ c
ame INTO you?" "Is Christ, right now, 'abiding' in you?" This is not a quest for a theological deductive answer, but for rea
lity. Examine yourself and tell me, is Christ IN you? I think those are the possibilities. Hope that helps. Blessings.
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Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/29 10:24
Robert, Interesting points you made.
Quote: "There is no way for a person to examine themselves but by experience as it relates to the scriptures. So the que
stion would be, "Can you remember a time when Christ came INTO you?" "Is Christ, right now, 'abiding' in you?" This is
not a quest for a theological deductive answer, but for reality. Examine yourself and tell me, is Christ IN you? I think thos
e are the possibilities. Hope that helps."
I agree that it can only be by scripture that we can examine ourselves. In particular the epistle of 1 John gives a very cle
ar definition to test ourselves as to whether we are truely 'in Christ' or born of God. For example:
" If we say we have fellowship (shared life) with Him (Christ), and walk in darkness we lie..."
"If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him."
"you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him."
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God."
Etc, Etc........

Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/29 10:32
Quote:
-------------------------by amrkelly on 2012/10/28 4:46:19&#8232;&#8232;&#8232;Perhaps some people are none of these things and know the truth and
are born again simply because they believed God. Perhaps some have seen Christ physically and know the truth concerning who He is for this reason.
Perhaps others are simply taught of The Holy Spirit as is promised.
Thanks amrkelly! I don't see from scriptures where being born again is needed for "initial" or "elementary" salvation. Do you? I see it as being needed f
or intimacy in Christ, in the Father. What say you? Croref.
-------------------------

Until this post brother I had never asked myself the question that forms the root by Â“awakened.Â” The question itself ob
viously pertains to salvation of the Apostles. And the consensus appears to be that they were born again on the day of P
entecost. For various reasons I have no difficulty with that.
Cornelius, his family and his friends have been cited as a possible example of the process of salvation being Â“worked o
utÂ” in a few moments of time. Certainly what happened to Cornelius et al does have a clear conclusion in that they did r
eceive the Holy Spirit in like manner as the Jews did in the upper room of Pentecost. Peter in explaining this incident in J
erusalem later on reported that the angel who appeared to Cornelius said Â“and he (Peter) will speak words to you by w
hich you will be saved, you and all your house (v14).Â” Peter himself also began his address by pointing out Â“you yours
elves know the thing which took place throughout all Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaim
ed. Â“You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and how He went abo
ut doing good and healing all that were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. (v 36-37). Clearly Cornelius had a
great deal of knowledge he also prayed and supported the poor and was God fearing. Yet Peter didnÂ’t preach repentan
ce. He spoke of the resurrection instead.
I didnÂ’t answer your question earlier because it was not desired and because its of no relevance to the thread. I also di
dnÂ’t want to cut across too much the effort of others. It is an interesting thread however in more ways than one and has
in it a presentation that goes far beyond what many will realize. But thatÂ’s just my thoughts on it.
To answer your question directly brother I donÂ’t believe salvation begins until a person is born again. It has always bee
n my understanding that new birth is the spiritual minimum and not the object of GodÂ’s activities in men.
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 10:41
Hi HeyDave,

Quote:
-------------------------" If we say we have fellowship (shared life) with Him (Christ), and walk in darkness we lie..."
"If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him."
"you know that everyone who practices righteousness is born of Him."
"Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows God."
Etc, Etc........
-------------------------

I think this is true. A person will know if Christ has came into them because they, of all people, will know if they have bee
n radically changed. I can tell you the day I was changed by the Spirit into a New Creature in Christ. I could do a before
and after. I knew God had came and as a result Christianity because something I was inwardly and by nature. I didn't ha
ve to 'put on'. I didn't have to fake like I loved, I really loved. I received a whole new affection.
Before that time I was real good at quoting scripture verses and even saying 'amen' at the right time. But when Christ ca
me into me my whole heart and mind was different. Almost like someone had reinstalled the operating system. All the m
emories were there, but I looked at them very differently. Things I used to proud of I was now ashamed of, etc. I receive
d the mind of
Christ. My heart was replaced form a heart of stone to a heart of flesh that could feel compassion and be moved with co
mpassion- even for my enemies, etc.
The Holy Spirit bears witness with my spirit that I am a child of God. Before Christ came in I was just an outsider working
real hard to try to be a 'good Christian'. Being a New Creature, having been baptized into Christ, I was set free from the
bondages of Sin. That is NOT to say I am not temptable or have had to repent. I have had to repent and even publically
before since being changed, but that was the consequence of my own refusal to bring my body into subjection, etc. and f
alling the example of Christ. Sin for a Christian is like a fish out of water. We can sin as the regenerate, but we are movi
ng contrary to our essential nature. We can be drawn away and enticed even as was Adam and Eve before the fall, etc.
So we see then that Paul knows that we know if we have received Christ or not; whether or not we are what he describe
s in his epistles. just a few thoughts. Blessings.
Re: , on: 2012/10/29 12:04
Hi brother Robert,
First of all, thank you for your in depth and very helpful writings, I really appreciate it and agree with almost everything
you write. However I do have some concerns.

Quote:
-------------------------I refuse to let people think they are born again that are moving in some lesser thing. It may make everyone comfortable...
-------------------------

Uncomfortable? This an understatement:) What context are you speaking of here...I am assuming when you say, "every
one" that this is in a church setting? Are you referring to when you preach? I would like to hear how this pans out practi
cally in body life. How else do you go about "refusing to let them think they are born again"? Do you examine them? Ca
n you give me an example of how you have done this recently?

Quote:
-------------------------I do not believe in schizophrenic Saints. I am not saying that discourage anyone, I just don't believe in it. Paul said, "we are not in th
e flesh but in the Spirit if so be that the Spirit dwells in us." A person cannot be in Adam and in Christ at the same time.
-------------------------

Again, I am coming from a practical standpoint, in a church life setting. You may not be meaning to discourage anyone
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but I have found both in my own family and in a church fellowship setting that this line of thinking and teaching usually is
very discouraging for those who are weak in their faith and maturing at a less than desirable rate. Paul tells us in Gal 5 t
hat we are still have a flesh, even after we are born of the Holy Spirit. If we are not mortifying our flesh and are NOT bein
g strengthened by the Spirits working in us, then that earthly part of me (my flesh) can and will at times get the better of
me and I will at times "fall into sin". This can and will happen with those who are born again. I love this site and I love the
hard preaching and teaching but I also have come to learn that we must Â“go and learn mercyÂ” as it pertains to walking
with my brothers and sisters in Christ. The Lord has not equipped us with a special ability to discern who has the Spirit
and who does not. Holy Spirit "ultrasounds" have not been invented yet, but when they are I will be the first to buy one&
#61514;

Quote:
-------------------------I don't believe in evolutional regeneration. A sinner does not slowly evolve over years into a Saint. When something is born it's all th
ere, nothing lacking.
-------------------------

I would hate to be a member of any church that took that view towards its people. What ever happened to "growing in gr
ace"? People grow and mature at different rates naturally and it is the same thing spiritually.

Quote:
-------------------------I cannot settle for some lesser thing when God has revealed in His word His design. So I refuse to 'advocate' anything less than wh
at God wants in man. I'm not going to call a sinner a Saint (regenerated) because they believed a few points of doctrine and can recite the apostles cre
ed or something.
-------------------------

"We refuse to advocate"? Who are we to advocate anything in another person? We are not another mans GodÂ…we d
o not know when, if and how another man has been born from above. This is all well and good as doctrine, but from a pr
actical standpoint if we take this view with our fellow brothers and sisters in Christ we will do far more damage than good
.

Quote:
-------------------------So I see genuine repentance and faith as essential to justification. Some would call this being 'born again', but I see this as conversi
on. As in, repent ye therefore and be CONVERTED that your sins may be blotted out. I then see the next step as the "times of refreshing coming by th
e Spirit of God."
-------------------------

I really do believe that you are confusing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit UPON born again believers in the book of Acts
. Ironically I was the one to start this thread and have now come to see this in abundant, resounding clarity. To suggest
otherwise and to then relate this to the modern day believer, is to wade into dangerous territory that will confuse many b
elievers and create in them, a sense that they need to strive for an Acts outpouring experience in order to be born again.
And if we do that, we will lead them to believe that they are merely justified and not born again, and as such Â“cannot en
ter the Kingdom of GodÂ”.
It is a brave man who can suggest such a thing to another believer, that they have not yet entered the Kingdom of God u
nless they have had certain Â“experiencesÂ”.
In Him,
Mark

Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost? - posted by jochbaptist (), on: 2012/10/29 12:07
"1) Do you think the disciples became born again of the Spirit when Jesus breathed on them? Or were they already b
orn again, or did this happen on the day of Pentecost?"
They were already born again.
As was Adam, Seth, Enoch, .. Noah,... Abraham, Isaach, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, .... the prophets, David, etc.
eg.- Zacchaeus - Luke 19:9.And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, since he also is a son of
Abraham.
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Re: , on: 2012/10/29 12:19
A good question to ask now is, How did the OT saints get into heaven if they were not born again?

Re: , on: 2012/10/29 12:35
Robert said
Quote:
------------------------- I do not believe in schizophrenic Saints. I am not saying that discourage anyone, I just don't believe in it. Paul said, "we are not in t
he flesh but in the Spirit if so be that the Spirit dwells in us." A person cannot be in Adam and in Christ at the same time.
-------------------------

If I may speak for my brother, I think what he is referring to is WHO WE ARE NOW.
We are getting our wires crossed that when we 'sin' we are in the flesh. We do not cease to be in Christ when we sin. Th
is what I believe Robert is saying.
We are not Schizophrenic in that we are one minute in Christ or in the Spirit and another minute we are in the flesh. Tho
ugh Paul does say that we are carnal when we think carnally minded thoughts, but that doesn't change our standing in G
od as being in Christ.
Paul's words it this way, Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in yo
u....
"If so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you". This is an important sentence, it defines who we are in Christ Jesus, not bec
ause we fall into sin from time to time.
The beginning of chapter 8 is showing those that are born again the differences of being in Adam and being the in secon
d Adam. We are either one or the other. We are either spirit or we are flesh.
When we were baptized in His Spirit, or into the kingdom of God, we ceased to be old Adam, we now are Christ. By bein
g in Christ, our lives are hid in Him and our identity now is Christ.
If we sin, we do not stop being Spirit and become flesh, we have an advocate with the Father to purge us from all unright
eousness.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 12:36
by Approved on 2012/10/29 9:19:53
A good question to ask now is, How did the OT saints get into heaven if they were not born again?
-------------------------

They didn't and it has been discussed adnausm as to why.__
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 12:37
by jochbaptist on 2012/10/29 9:07:45
"1) Do you think the disciples became born again of the Spirit when Jesus breathed on them? Or were they already born
again, or did this happen on the day of Pentecost?"
They were already born again.
As was Adam, Seth, Enoch, .. Noah,... Abraham, Isaach, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, .... the prophets, David, etc.
eg.- Zacchaeus - Luke 19:9.And Jesus said unto him, This day is salvation come to this house, since he also is a son of
Abraham.
-------------------------
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Negative. Impossible, __and that has been discussed adnausm, as well.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 12:41
Hi Awakened,

Quote:
-------------------------Are you referring to when you preach? I would like to hear how this pans out practically in body life. How else do you go about "refu
sing to let them think they are born again"? Do you examine them? Can you give me an example of how you have done this recently?
-------------------------

What I mean here, is that I refuse to comfort folks with false assurances. I examine no one. I don't tell people they are sa
ved. I set before them the word of God and allow them to reckon with it on their own.

Quote:
-------------------------Again, I am coming from a practical standpoint, in a church life setting. You may not be meaning to discourage anyone but I have fo
und both in my own family and in a church fellowship setting that this line of thinking and teaching usually is very discouraging for those who are weak
in their faith and maturing at a less than desirable rate.
-------------------------

It is a difficult matter to navigate, but I think we have to preach the Gospel as it is. I would continue to encourage folks to
go on with God until they come into the fulness of all that God has for them. But this is why I place such a strong focus a
nd emphasis on justification by Faith. Paul establishes this before he tells us anything significant about New Birth. He pr
eaches justification in such a way that if he were to stop right there in Romans 5 people would think he was saying, "let u
s continue in sin that grace may abound." We have to preach it that strongly or people will despair of life thinking they ar
e saved by an experience or a certain level of spiritual growth. If a person has truly repented and turned to trust Christ in
genuine faith- in my theology they are 'justified by faith'.
It is important that what I am saying is taken as a whole lot and not piece mail. The moment my theology gets mixed with
someone elses we are bordering on some type of heresy.

Quote:
------------------------- Paul tells us in Gal 5 that we are still have a flesh, even after we are born of the Holy Spirit
-------------------------

If this means we still have a sinful nature I would not concur. We still have a human nature that is subject to temptation i
n this present evil world, but I don't believe Christians have two essential natures.

Quote:
-------------------------I really do believe that you are confusing the outpouring of the Holy Spirit UPON born again believers in the book of Acts. Ironically I
was the one to start this thread and have now come to see this in abundant, resounding clarity. To suggest otherwise and to then relate this to the mod
ern day believer, is to wade into dangerous territory that will confuse many believers and create in them, a sense that they need to strive for an Acts ou
tpouring experience in order to be born again. And if we do that, we will lead them to believe that they are merely justified and not born again, and as s
uch Â“cannot enter the Kingdom of GodÂ”.
-------------------------

I understand your concerns very well. The problem on the opposite end is that we would give folks the impression that th
ey have received something that they have not. Paul asked people, he did not tell them. He told them to examine thems
elves. We have to be free from the temptation and compulsion to assure people of their salvation. It has been going on f
or about a hundred years now, but it is not the way the Gospel used to be preached. This is why when a person used to
come to Christ they were said to "have found comfort in the prayer" or were "hopefully converted." It was under Billy Sun
day's ministry that the language of 'got saved' came into vogue. God was always allowed to be the one to assure folks of
their salvation. It was the ministers who would preach messages such as "Marks of the New Birth" to give folks an idea o
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f what they should expect when they were truly born from above. Hope that helps a bit. Blessings.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 12:49
by awakened on 2012/10/29 9:04:11
Hi brother Robert,
First of all, thank you for your in depth and very helpful writings, I really appreciate it and agree with almost everything
you write. However I do have some concerns.

Quote:
-------------------------I refuse to let people think they are born again that are moving in some lesser thing. It may make everyone comfortable...
-------------------------

Uncomfortable? This an understatement:) What context are you speaking of here...I am assuming when you say, "every
one" that this is in a church setting? Are you referring to when you preach? I would like to hear how this pans out practic
ally in body life. How else do you go about "refusing to let them think they are born again"? Do you examine them? Can
you give me an example of how you have done this recently?
-------------------------

The litmus test is this for you, and anyone you might ask in your church crowd:
"I love Jesus Christ and I love to talk about Him, don't you."
First ask it of yourself and if you can honestly answer yourself without a squeamish feeling, then ask it of them _one on
one. There should be no difficulty in asking if you mean business. It is called giving your testimony. See how many 'Chris
tian' friends you have left if you should discuss Jesus in their presence more than once. Watch as they gradually avoid y
ou. You will be alone___guaranteed.

Re: , on: 2012/10/29 12:52
Quote:
------------------------- A good question to ask now is, How did the OT saints get into heaven if they were not born again?
Answer: They didn't and it has been discussed adnausm as to why.
-------------------------

The word "Adnausm" must be Latin, as there is no definition online. Anyway...
I wanted a response not because I didn't know, I just wanted an answer.
If they were not born again but made it to heaven, than we can assume that those that have been justified by faith in the
New Testament who have not received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to bring them into the new birth as being saved.
Now, if those OT saints were saved without being born again, why is it important to be born again since we can get in by
faith? If it works for the OT saints why not for us?
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 12:54
Approved wrote"If we sin, we do not stop being Spirit and become flesh, we have an advocate with the Father to purge u
s from all unrighteousness."
This is indeed what I believe. We have the Blood of Christ as payment for any sins committed that would put our covena
nt with God in jeopardy. This is the great thing about the New Covenant. God can call us to this great realm while keepin
g us cleansed by the Blood of Christ the whole time.
For ye are not come unto the mount that might be touched, and that burned with fire, nor unto blackness, and darkness,
and tempest, And the sound of a trumpet, and the voice of words; which voice they that heard intreated that the word sh
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ould not be spoken to them any more: (For they could not endure that which was commanded, And if so much as a beas
t touch the mountain, it shall be stoned, or thrust through with a dart: And so terrible was the sight, that Moses said, I exc
eedingly fear and quake:) But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem,
and to an innumerable company of angels, (Hebrews 12)
We can go on with God in this great New Covenant without the perpetual fear of damnation if we slip up. If we confess o
ur sins He is faithful and just to forgive us, etc. If we walk in the light as he is in the light we have fellowship one with ano
ther and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
So my focus is not humanistic, that is to say, I am not primarily focused on what man desires, but what God desires. Go
d wants sons and has given us all we need pertaining to that end. If I were working for man I would focus on man's inter
ests (saved from hell primarily); but I'm focused totally on what the Lamb of God has purchased, so that He gets fully wh
at He has purchased and that His will in the Saints and the churches of God is carried out. Hope that clarifies a bit. Bless
ings.
Re: , on: 2012/10/29 12:56
Quote:
------------------------- Hope that helps a bit. Blessings.
-------------------------

You have no idea Brother!!
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 12:56
They didn't make it to Heaven until Jesus made peace, by His Blood, in their behalf. cf Rom.5:1.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 13:03
by Approved on 2012/10/29 9:52:00

Quote:
------------------------- A good question to ask now is, How did the OT saints get into heaven if they were not born again?
Answer: They didn't and it has been discussed adnausm as to why.
-------------------------

The word "Adnausm" must be Latin, as there is no definition online. Anyway...
I wanted a response not because I didn't know, I just wanted an answer.
If they were not born again but made it to heaven, than we can assume that those that have been justified by faith in the
New Testament who have not received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to bring them into the new birth as being saved.
Now, if those OT saints were saved without being born again, why is it important to be born again since we can get in by
faith? If it works for the OT saints why not for us?
-------------------------

Our new birth is more about it being for God than it is for us. Traditional teaching doesn't teach much about that perspect
ive, being wrapped up in their shallow perspective of salvation for millennia, absent everything else spoken of in the gos
pels and letters that declare there being much more to the cross than we have been given to major on..
Re: , on: 2012/10/29 13:04
Hi brother Robert,
Thank you for clarifying and answering my questions.
I believe we are on the same page about the other things you mentioned, giving people "false assurances" of salvation...
very well put, thank you.
No, I am not suggesting that anyone who is born again, has two natures. But I am suggesting that we still have a flesh,
we are not yet glorified and that this flesh has its own desires. I am able to live according to the Spirit by one and only on
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e reason, and that is because Christ lives in me (by the Spirit). However, I am fallible because I am still flesh. One day m
y mortality will put on immortality and I will never have to be concerned with crucifying or mortifying (considering it dead)
the flesh. Until then, we discipline ourselves to yield continuously to the Holy Spirit, who is in us.
Regarding the Holy Spirit. This is a vast subject that we cannot even begin to exhaust in this thread.
My view is that a person is born again at salvation (justification) and I now come to believe that you hold a different view.
My view also is that there is another experience that is referred to as the "baptism of the Holy Spirit" and this is for born
again believers. I have now come to believe that you do not hold to this same view. We can respectfully disagree with e
ach other and still have wonderful fellowship in the Lord though!!!
I also believe that we are to continually seek for re-fillings of the Holy Spirit Eph 5. Experimentally I have found that this i
s akin what Paul speaks of in Eph 3, "to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man..." I have never
been able to sin when I am full of the Holy Spirit. But when I have been overly-busy or distracted or allowed my walk wit
h the Lord to become dry (yes it has happened!)...then I am far more prone to falling into sin. I don't believe that is a sign
that I am not born again, or have even lost my salvation...but it is a sign that I am resisting the working of the Holy Spirit i
n my life and am "slowing down" His process of conforming me to the image of Christ. I am still moving towards my desti
nation, albiet much slower than the Lord wants me to. The key then is to remain, always surrendered to the Holy SPirit, k
nowing that unless I allow Him to work in me, I have no hope of ever coming to full maturity in Christ...changed from one
glorious working of the Spirit in me, to the next.
It is a joy to converse with you brother Robert, you have refreshed my soul and I have learned much from you!!!
In Him,
Mark
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 13:17
by Approved on 2012/10/29 9:52:00

Quote:
------------------------- A good question to ask now is, How did the OT saints get into heaven if they were not born again?
Answer: They didn't and it has been discussed adnausm as to why.
-------------------------

The word "Adnausm" must be Latin, as there is no definition online. Anyway...
I wanted a response not because I didn't know, I just wanted an answer.
If they were not born again but made it to heaven, than we can assume that those that have been justified by faith in the
New Testament who have not received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit to bring them into the new birth as being saved.
Now, if those OT saints were saved without being born again, why is it important to be born again since we can get in by
faith? If it works for the OT saints why not for us?
------------------------My word "Adnausm" notwithstanding, I ask, from the scriptures, what is required of one for salvation? Note: I did NOT as
k what they received but only what was required of them?
Re: , on: 2012/10/29 13:42
Approved wrote:
Quote:
-------------------------We do not cease to be in Christ when we sin.
-------------------------

I don't think anyone believes on this thread or is saying this or has their wires crossed. But it is a fact that born again beli
evers who are "in Christ" can and will and do in fact sin. Or do some here believe that it is not even possible for a born a
gain person to sin?
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Quote:
-------------------------We are not Schizophrenic in that we are one minute in Christ or in the Spirit and another minute we are in the flesh.
-------------------------

Again, this is a straw man...an argument constructed that no one is making, that can then be knocked down to make ano
ther point. No-one is suggesting this, that they can be in Christ and then out of Christ. That would be ludicrous.

Quote:
-------------------------Paul's words it this way, Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you..."If so b
e that the Spirit of God dwell in you". This is an important sentence, it defines who we are in Christ Jesus, not because we fall into sin from time to time
.
-------------------------

I agree with this, that we are defined by our birth...we are born of the Spirit, therefore as Paul writes, "you are in or of the
Spirit".

Quote:
-------------------------We are either one or the other. We are either spirit or we are flesh.
-------------------------

Okay now we are getting down to it. Now this statement can very easily confuse people. Especially, young believers. Is
my body made of Spirit or flesh? Are my eyes Spirit or flesh? Flesh of course. And because the members of my body ar
e flesh, they have fleshly desires. My inner man though is born again and is of the Spirit. These two "things" then are in
opposition to each other. On the one hand I have a flesh, but on the other I am born again and are of the Spirit. "For the
flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that
you may not do the things that you please."
What am I to do? To say that my flesh no longer exists? To say that I can no longer sin? To say that I am ONLY Spirit a
nd no longer have a flesh?
Of course not! We are NOT Spirit only, therefore we are called to WALK in the Spirit rather than WALK in the flesh. Paul
further tells us that those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. If we live (are
born) of the Spirit, let us also WALK by the Spirit.
We are not robots, we have a choice. We can yield to our flesh and WALK in it, or we can crucify it, and WALK by the S
pirit.
My reason for posting this is not to argue with anyone but to hopefully help those younger believers believers who might
be getting confused about these matters.
In Him,
Mark
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 14:35
Hi Awakened,

Quote:
-------------------------It is a joy to converse with you brother Robert, you have refreshed my soul and I have learned much from you!!!
-------------------------

I enjoy talking about these great things as it is the passion of my heart to see folks come into the fulness of all that Christ
has done. I appreciate everyone, though we obviously see things differently, maintaining a Christ-like spirit through it all.
Blessings.
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 14:40
I truly hope everyone will take a little time to take a look at Ron Bailey's article that I posted a while back in this thread. It
was first published in these forums about 6 or 7 years ago. No matter where you come down on this subject I promise yo
u it will be an enriching read. It would be like someone giving you a much needed key to unlocking the New Testament.
Blessings.
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost? - posted by letsgetbusy (), on: 2012/10/29 15:28
This is an interesting topic and one that I enjoy. I don't enjoy the bitterness that sometimes comes along, but it is one of t
hose topics that makes sure we don't get a complete grip on how God works, in my opinion. Just like John the Baptist be
ing filled with Spirit from the womb.
1) I think at Pentecost, all or the majority were already born again. (I bet there was someone that got saved, though)
I think believers have always received the Spirit as soon as they believe, even in the Old Testament. 1 Peter 1:11 says o
f the Old Testament saints that the Spirit of Christ was "in them". (KJV)
Wycliffe 1395: spirit of Crist signyfiede in hem
Tyndale 1525: sprete of Christ which was in them
Coverdale 1535: sprete off Christ that was in them
Bishop's 1568: spirite of Christ which was in them
Geneva 1587: Spirite...of Christ which was in them
AV 1611: Spirit of Christ which was in them
Wesley 1755: Spirit of Christ which was in them
2) I think the Ephesians were already converted before Paul wanted Christ to be formed in them, but I don't know, and I
am not sure that it really matters. I don't think Paul knew for sure. Remember that Judas fooled his prayer partner when t
hey went out 2 by 2, not to mention the other 10; "is it I, Lord?"
But I know I was converted and had some major work to be done even in those first few months (pornography, alcohol,
doctrine, etc). When I was saved, I was still not clear on the deity of Christ; just like the blind man who was healed: "Whe
ther he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now I see." I would say that Christ was
in me, but still needed to be formed in me, but I could be wrong. Just like you can have Christ but not be full of Him, I thi
nk you can have Him, but you need some work on what you have.
3) I think his intended audience was born again, but I don't worry about whether they would have missed the boat (okay I
do worry sometimes for people being saved, but through a lack of faith). I believe in election, because the Bible explains
election (I'm not a 5-pointer, either). The Bible says it, so it is so. So I believe the one who does not have the Spirit goes
to hell. I believe the case of someone who "would have believed" dying before God could get to them is not an issue wit
h Him. His sheep hear his voice. Isaiah (and Matthew) talk about how Jesus did not strive, quench burning flax, or brea
k a bruised reed. He didn't run around trying to reach people in just the nick of time. He just fulfilled His ministry because
He knew He would lose none that the Father had given Him. This is the same One who created the universe, I don't thin
k He is stressing over reaching people in time before they kick the bucket. I don't think it is important that we understand
the details of how that works with our earthly brains.
I take the following quote seriously:
"And IÂ’ll never forget the advice he gave me. At the time I thought it was rather inconclusive and not too helpful. But I lis
tened carefully. He said, Â“My son, when you get to college youÂ’re going to find that all of the boys will be gathered in a
room discussing and arguing over Arminianism and Calvinism night after night after night. IÂ’ll tell you what to do, Cliff.
Go to your room and meet God. At the end of four years youÂ’ll be way down the line and theyÂ’ll still be where they sta
rted, because greater minds than yours have wrestled with this problem and have not come up with satisfactory conclusi
ons. Instead, learn to know God.Â”
Â“In Pursuit of GodÂ” Â– The Life of A.W. Tozer, James L. Snyder p132
...great topic, thanx for bringing it up!
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Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost? - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 15:46
"Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come
unto you Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified befo
rehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 1 Peter 1:10,11 (KJV)
The fact they "prophesied" of Christ for us, does not mean they themselves had what was reserved for us who might be
born again of Him. They could not have it.

Re: , on: 2012/10/29 16:00
brother or sister "letsgetbusy"...whatever your name is...WOW, WOW, WOW!!! I am just slackjawed, and that rarely hap
pens with me. Thank you so, very, very much for your post. I am incredulous, it was so spot on - every last bit of it, I am
struck with a profound sense of understanding of the things of God and encouraged to WALK in Him and with Him...esp
ecially the last quote about A.W. Tozer!!!
May the Lord richly bless you!!!
In Him,
Mark
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 16:52
Quote:
------------------------"Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you Searching what, or w
hat manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follo
w. 1 Peter 1:10,11 (KJV)
The fact they "prophesied" of Christ for us, does not mean they themselves had what was reserved for us who might be born again of Him. They could
not have it.
-------------------------

Just so we keep our lines of communication clear, there were times when people in the O.T. were filled with the Spirit, h
owever, this is not at all the same thing as being Baptized into Jesus Christ by the Spirit so that one could be found 'In Hi
m'. John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit from his mothers womb and was as great as the greatest of all OT Saints or
prophets. but the LEAST in the Kingdom of God was going to be greater than he. Why? Because the New Covenant wa
s not yet in force that brought with it the possibility of being a partaker of the Divine Nature.
Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who hath raised
him from the dead. (Colossians 2:12)
Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of th
e Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. (Romans 6:4)
They that are truly have been Baptized into Christ by the Spirit have been plunged into His death. And in that He died, H
e died unto sin once. It is because He died to SIn and we are IN Him that we are likewise dead to Sin.
And because HE is the Resurrection and the Life- we are IN the Resurrection and Life and He is Jesus Christ. We don't
have to guess what the Disciples experience with the Holy Spirit was because Jesus explained it: Even the Spirit of truth
; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with y
ou, and shall be in you. (John 14:17)
1. You KNOW Him
2. He is WITH you
3. Shall be IN you
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So we must not confuse the filling of the Spirit prior to Baptism in the Holy Spirit because Christ had not Himself yet acco
mplished death to Sin, etc., and He had not yet began to build His Body; that is, The Temple of His Body The Church. T
his is why Paul could say IF any man be in Christ, he/she is a New Creature; old things have passed away and the new
has come. Only in a figure were these things shown in the OT. God was building towards this great event in Acts 2. It wa
s more awesome than when the Tabernacle or Solomon's temple was glorified. God came into men.
God
God came
God came INTO
God came into MEN
The whole Old Testament is a clinic of preparation for this great event. Paul said it, "Do you not know that you are the Te
mple of the Holy Spirit?" This is the great emphasis of Paul. It was the message of Stephen. Blessings.

And the Winning Comment/Quote Is???, on: 2012/10/29 17:17
As much as I have enjoyed the intellectual discussion, the best comment/quote of this entire thread and the one that sho
uld give us the greatest pause:
"My son, when you get to college youÂ’re going to find that all of the boys will be gathered in a room discussing and arg
uing over Arminianism and Calvinism night after night after night. IÂ’ll tell you what to do, Cliff. Go to your room and mee
t God. At the end of four years youÂ’ll be way down the line and theyÂ’ll still be where they started, because greater min
ds than yours have wrestled with this problem and have not come up with satisfactory conclusions. Instead, learn to kno
w God.Â”
Â“In Pursuit of GodÂ” Â– The Life of A.W. Tozer, James L. Snyder p132
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/29 18:10
I pray that this testimony will give some substance to the claim that being born again is not something that can happen a
nd yet go unnoticed by the recipient. Also why God sometimes sovereignly works so as to give a clarity that is unshakabl
e. This is to bear witness to His perfect will for all men.

Laid on my bed in Stafford Goal on the 10th May 1984, my cell was suddenly and unexpectedly filled with the presence
and knowledge of The Father. I cried out Â“Father I am sorry I didnÂ’t know you were real.Â” Then I burst into tears and
wept with joy and thankfulness. My very first question to the Father was Â“Father if you are God who is Christ? Two hou
rs later I emerged from my cell and went to my job sowing mailbags. All I could do was bear witness of God and Christ.
When I returned to my cell for the evening I began to commune with The Father and asked many questions. As I lay do
wn to sleep all I could do was say over and over again, Father thank youÂ”.

One moment I was awake facing the wall of my cell, and the next moment I was sitting on The LordÂ’ knee with my hea
d against His chest. I could see the white of His garment and His hand was stroking the top of my head. I knew with cert
ainty that this was The Lord Jesus. He was the same in substance as The Father. I slept like a child. A few days later I w
as writing at my desk about the LordÂ’s sufferings in the garden before His arrest I was grieved and began to cry, then I
realized that it was The Holy Spirit Who made it possible for me to Â“seeÂ” into this time in the garden as though I were
a witness of it. My outward vision disappeared and I found myself looking into the face of one who was Holy whose appe
arance was as light. This acknowledgement of the reality of the person of The Holy Spirit was filled with the same compr
ehension and substance as The Father and The Son. In an attempt to preserve the meaning of what was given to me I
wrote the following few words.

In fruit there is seed and in seed there is tree, thus with the new life, where One there is three.

On the third day after conversion at 5:00 PM the presence of God left me and I cried out with a sense of terrible loss. Aft
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er a few moments I became Â“normalÂ” again. The realization as to the meaning of Hell hit me with full force. To have k
nown the reality of God and then to become separated from Him was for a moment unbearable. I understood that one d
ay all men will face Christ and in the knowledge of His true character and majesty every knee will bow and every tongue
will confess that He is Christ to the glory of the Father. Then those who are to go unto separation will go unto separation.
It is written that except a man is born again he cannot see God. Such a reality necessitates that every soul of man is sha
ken and pressed with the gospel and with the truth concerning ChristÂ’ sufferings and resurrection. It is better to be misu
nderstood for a lifetime than to allow anyone who is set before us to pass out of this life without new life. It is a matter of
absolute necessity that we press all men to a true and full comprehension of this reality.

Praise God in the heavens and let all the earth rejoice in His Name!
It is possible to know God and Christ by The Holy Spirit in such a way that it cannot be gainsaid even if that appears imp
ossible to the natural mind. No matter how we come by such knowledge whether by tears or by GodÂ’s infinite and unfat
homable mercy it must become the portion of all men. We cannot sneak into the Kingdom of Heaven. Nor can we be in t
he Kingdom and not know it. It is impossible. Neither can we have eternal life and not bear fruits of life.
Though I have had other similar blessings I have had no second blessing or outpouring. All came in an instant of time.
By God's grace this one moment brought every good gift of The Father, Christ The Son and The Spirit Who is Lord.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/29 18:20
by RobertW on 2012/10/29 13:52:31

So we must not confuse the filling of the Spirit prior to Baptism in the Holy Spirit because Christ had not Himself yet
accomplished death to Sin, etc., and He had not yet began to build His Body; that is, The Temple of His Body The
Church. This is why Paul could say IF any man be in Christ, he/she is a New Creature; old things have passed away
and the new has come. Only in a figure were these things shown in the OT. God was building towards this great event in
Acts 2. It was more awesome than when the Tabernacle or Solomon's temple was glorified. God came into men.
-------------------------

Help me out here, Bro. I see this mentioned many times in the OT: "And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, . . ". but
other than JTB, which was a very unique occurrence for a very unique reason, when was anyone filled with the Holy Spir
it before Jesus when, not even Mary was that and she gave birth to Him? Thank you.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 19:07
Hi CroRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Help me out here, Bro. I see this mentioned many times in the OT: "And the Spirit of the LORD came upon him, . . ". but other than
JTB, which was a very unique occurrence for a very unique reason, when was anyone filled with the Holy Spirit before Jesus when, not even Mary was
that and she gave birth to Him? Thank you.
-------------------------

In my understanding of the scriptures that folks were only ever filled with the Spirit to accomplish a certain purpose of Go
d. We have some examples:
Ex. 28:3 And thou shalt speak unto all that are wise hearted, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may
make AaronÂ’s garments to consecrate him, that he may minister unto me in the priestÂ’s office.
Ex. 31:3 And I have filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, and in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all mann
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er of workmanship,
Ex. 35:31 And he hath filled him with the spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner
of workmanship;
Deut. 34:9 And Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom; for Moses had laid his hands upon him: and the c
hildren of Israel hearkened unto him, and did as the LORD commanded Moses.
I take it that these 'fillings' were for the service of God. Prophets were moving in the Spirit of Christ and often the prophet
was speaking an experience that was actually Christ. This is why it is said that "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of pro
phecy." Even craftsmen were filled with the Spirit to accomplish their respective jobs.

The closest thing to Baptism in the Spirit in the Old Testament was when the Glory of God would come upon the Temple
at its dedication. This is a very powerful truth. Solomon understood the altar. He watched the glory come and the fire fall.
How did it play out. I hope you don't mind me sharing an article right here that I wrote some time ago. It deals with how
God was working twords Acts 2 in types and shadows.
Taken from here: http://realrevival.blogspot.com/2012/05/key-to-fire-of-god-robert-wurtz-ii-w.html
__________________
The Key to the Fire of God
Robert Wurtz II

When we truly understand what God has done in Christ we are awed. To think that God could have given up on this sinsick world and yet had a plan of redemption from the beginning. It was a mystery that had been hid from before the worl
d began. (Romans 16:25) Can we comprehend such things? Do we long to understand them that we might love God rig
htly so as to fully give ourselves to Him? Paul brings us to this great question in Romans 12:1.
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptabl
e to God, which is your reasonable service. (Romans 12:1)
Romans 12:1 is the altar-call if you will of the book of Romans. Both passages remind us of what the old Bible teachers
used to say; Â‘when you see a therefore (wherefore) you need to stop and see what it is there for.Â’ The Â‘thereforeÂ’ in
Romans 12:1 turns our attention to 11 chapters of salvation theology (soteriology). Paul has described the great work of
salvation bringing sinners back into relationship with Himself by faith and setting them free from sin. This is line upon line
and precept upon precept. He calls us to bring all of what he has said to that point before our minds for consideration. H
e then says, I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice.
An Imaginary Line
When I read the book of Romans there is an imaginary line splitting Romans 11:36 and Romans 12:1. I draw this line be
cause I believe Paul draws this line. For eleven chapters he gives us the closest thing we have to a systematic theology.
He probes the mysteries of the Gospel and sets before us soteriology. He transitions with a simple phrase, I beseech yo
u therefore. It is a term that means 'consequently.' Therefore (Gk. oun) is an inferential participle that gathers up all the g
reat argument of chapters 1-11 and places it before us. We have to reckon with it. What say you? It staggers the mind to
consider the manifold wisdom of God. Now Paul turns to exhortation (parakal&#333;), Â“I beseech you.Â”
I Beseech You
Our Greek word for beseech is &#928;&#945;&#961;&#945;&#954;&#945;&#955;&#8182; (parakal&#333;) and it means
to call alongside. Para is 'side' and kalo is 'call'. It carries the idea of urging someone earnestly to do something. It could
be translated 'to beg.' To give a sense of the strength of the word we have some examples of its use throughout the Ne
w Testament. Urgent appeals (parakal&#333;) to Christ for healing are made in Matthew 8:5; 14:36; Mark 1:40; 5:23; 8:2
2. Paul Â“pleads withÂ” (parakal&#333;) God for the removal of his Â“thorn in the fleshÂ” in 2 Corinthians 12:8. Demons
Â“begÂ” (parakal&#333;) Christ to send them into a herd of swine in Matthew 8:31ff. In Acts 2:40 and 2 Corinthians 5:20
, people are Â“urgedÂ” (parakal&#333;) to be reconciled to God.

Page 90/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

Therefore by the Mercies of God
Paul has effectively came alongside us to beg, urge, beseech us by the mercies of God. That is to say, all that Paul desc
ribed from chapter 1-11 was a clinic on God's great mercy. Consider where we would be without grace. We would have
no hope and would of all men be most miserable. Eternity without propitiation would be to face the wrath of God without
mixture never-endingly. Consider the smoke of a sinners torment ascending up before God forever and ever. That's wha
t we deserved. This is not something we should accept and then wipe our mouths as if we have done no evil. The sheer
magnitude of our crimes, heightened by the light that we have sinned in, aggravated by a life of resisting the Holy Spirit,
would paralyze one with fear if they had any sense at all. Yet God has chosen to cast our sins behind His back- never to
be remembered against us again. I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies
a living sacrifice...
The Language of Priesthood
Words and concepts in the Bible have powerful histories. When a word is used in the New Testament we often can bene
fit by going back and understanding how that word was used in the Old Testament, beginning with its first use. To under
stand Romans 12:1 we need to recognize that Paul is using the language of priesthood when he speaks of offering our b
odies as a living sacrifice holy and acceptable unto God. Solomon was the great king that built God a house (temple) wh
ere the priestly service could be performed in Judaea. Israel had sinned and lost the Ark of the Covenant in battle. It had
been retrieved and brought back into the area by David the king. This event so excited David, that he danced before the
Lord with all of his might. He wanted to build a house for the Lord, but God told him he could not because he was a man
of blood. The project came to Solomon, DavidÂ’s son by Bathsheeba. He built it on the mount of the threshing floor of Ar
aunah the Jebusite- where the angel had stayed his hand in slaying thousands after David numbered Israel. (1 Chronicl
es 21:1-18) This is instructive. God could have wiped Israel off the face of the earth and been justified in doing it; but Go
d showed kindness and grace to Israel. David remembered the mercy of God as He could have slew everyone down to t
he last man, but stopped at Araunah's threshing floor. David responded by buying the property with his own money. Ara
unah tried to give it for free to David. King David said, Nay; but I will verily buy it for the full price: for I will not take that w
hich is thine for the LORD, nor offer burnt offerings without cost. (1 Chrononicles 21:1ff) This event will be etched into Isr
aelÂ’s consciousness as a people so that when they think of this mount they will remember what took place. Here are tw
o initial pictures; one of the mercy of God and the other a right response of a grateful heart; a burnt offering that Â‘costs
Â’ the full price. It can also be viewed as a picture of GodÂ’s separation (threshing) of wheat from chaff. When we consid
er this event we have to ask ourselves, what will I do with God's mercy? How will I respond to grace? We have David as
a pattern. All of these questions are here. This is the place where Solomon built the Temple. We will need to keep that in
mind as we think of Romans 12:1.
A Picture of a Â‘RightÂ’ Response to God
It came even to pass, as the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanki
ng the LORD; and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of musick, and praised
the LORD, saying, For he is good; for his mercy endureth for ever: that then the house was filled with a cloud, even the
house of the LORD; So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had
filled the house of God. (2 Chronicles 5:13)
You will notice that their first response to God was to give thanks for His mercy in returning to the people with His authori
ty and presence. They didn't deserve God. They deserved abandonment. In another place it is stated that they spoke as
one as the Ark of the Covenant came in. They sang and shouted with lifted up voices in such a way that God saw fit to fil
l the house with His glory. This was the initial step. The people utterly recognized GodÂ’s mercy and desire for reconcilia
tion and they responded to Him in tremendous excitement and thanksgiving. The LORD, then being well pleased, FILLE
D the house with His glory. So great was the glory of God that the priests were not able to stand to minister. God believe
d the people as they praised and offered thanksgiving and He responded by filling the house with His glory.
Holy and Acceptable
...present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
Here we have Â‘holy, acceptableÂ…Â’ This, again, is the language of priesthood. Understand that we cannot offer our b
odies as an offering for sin. God the Father in offering His Son Jesus Christ has already paid that price. Our holy offering
is an act of worship and service. You will know that we are called to be temples of the Holy Spirit. The Spirit is holy and
we must be holy. We have here in a figure our bodies being both the temple and the sacrifice. The High Priest would ex
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amine the sacrifice for blemishes, etc. Moreover, the Old Testament is replete with examples of how not to treat the holy
temple of God and the artifacts within it. We should ask, were these things written for Israel's sake alone or where they n
ot all together a figurative lesson for us, that would have the habitation of God by the Spirit? All those things were merely
a figure of the truth. What can we learn about BelshazzarÂ’s treatment of the holy vessels? How did God react to the wa
y he defiled the artifacts of the Temple? The whole story is exemplary. It reveals God's estimation of abusing our bodies
in sordid sin. We are called to be holy.
Reasonable Sacrifice
Solomon built and dedicated the Temple to God. It had one primary purpose in Israel; to be a place where the people co
uld encounter God and offer up sacrifices to Him (temple cultus). Here the Old Covenant was serviced to keep that agre
ement in play when it had been broken. When Solomon originally dedicated it there were over 120,000 burnt sacrifices i
nspected for purity and acceptability and then offered. Solomon understood that until the altar was full of a holy and acce
ptable sacrifice the Fire of God would not fall and the dedication would be incomplete. After all, Moses already told of ho
w empty it would be to exist as God's people without God being present. To some it may have seemed very reckless to
bring a river of blood upon such a beautiful place; but to Solomon it was only reasonable to make such an offering to Go
d in light of the mercy He had shown the people. When the altar was full and Solomon prayed- the Fire of God fell. This
dedication was a Â‘pictureÂ’ of New Testament life. Jesus came to send Fire on the earth and He would do so by baptizi
ng His people with the Holy Ghost and with Fire. Men and womenÂ’s bodies would become temples of the Holy Spirit. W
e will need to revisit this crucial facet of the Christian life in our next chapter.
A Living Burnt Offering
Romans 12:1 is the beginning of all evangelistic efforts. Paul having explained the reality of what God has done in bringi
ng salvation and reconciliation to man, says, Â“I beseech you therefore by the mercies of GodÂ…Â” Thinking of all that
God has done; Â‘thereforeÂ’ present your bodies as a living sacrifice holy and acceptable unto God which is your logical
(the consequence of his well reasoned arguments) worship. This presenting of ourselves to our Great High Priest for ins
pection and acceptance that He might baptize us in the Fire of the Spirit is our reasonable worship. ItÂ’s the only respon
se that makes sense in light of all that God has done. It is what God wants first and foremost. Without this process little e
lse matters. It all begins here with a recognition of what God has done in Christ, and our responding reasonably to what
we realize. Our lives are to be a perpetual living burnt offering for Him. It is the only thing that makes sense.
The Fire of God
I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but he that cometh after me is mightier than I, whose shoes I am not w
orthy to bear: he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire. (Matthew 3:11)
It is unfortunate that many today in the churches of God believe that we can lower the standard and get by on some less
er thing than the Fire of God. In fact, this is no new situation; for Jesus said, "I came to cast fire on the earth, and would t
hat it were already kindled!" (Luke 12:49) The context reveals that this Fire was going to cause great division in the earth
; between those that want the Fire and those that do not (Luke 12:50-52). This is of the greatest importance. To speak of
Christianity without speaking of Fire is like speaking of swimming without water. Nevertheless, the Fire of God continues
to be a most unpopular subject. Speak on grace and a multitude will amen. Speak on hell and peradventure some in the
crowd will amen. Speak on the fire of God and the voices fall almost silent. Why? Because when the Fire comes, it will b
urn up everything in a person that is not of God and I dare say many wish to retain yet a measure of themselves even m
aking excuses for their lack of godliness. Many are caught up in sin and compromise, but refuse to come to God for help
. As the old timers have said, the answer to our spiritual problems is almost always the Fire of God. A person on fire for
God is not having trouble loving their neighbor or going to the sin dens. GodÂ’s holy love burns all of that out until we ar
e consumed with Him. The question we have to ask in these things is the question of Jesus, "Wilt thou be made whole?"
If so, you will need the Fire of God.
Burning for God
We are told in Hebrews 12:29 that God is a consuming Fire. He created creatures that are burning fires such as the Ser
aphim. We as human beings are consuming fires. This is why we burn at 98.6 degrees. Where does this energy come fr
om? It originates with the burning fire of the Sun. Plants turn this light, nutrients and water into carbohydrates. We eat th
e carbohydrates. There is a furnace characteristic in man where the carbohydrates are burned in us as a source of ener
gy. The energy you are using to read this text originated with the Sun. But there is also a spiritual side of man that serve

Page 92/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

s as the driving force behind all that he/she does. Adam Clarke comments on Matthew 3:11; Â“This was the province of t
he Spirit of God, and of it alone; therefore he is represented here under the similitude of fire, because he was to illuminat
e and invigorate (to give strength or energy) to the soul, penetrate every part, and assimilate the whole to the image of t
he God of glory.Â”
Priesthood
Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, And hath made us kings and priests unto God (R
evelation 1:5, 6)
The believers at Ephesus were baptized in the Holy Spirit and with Fire. This event made them into the Temple of the Li
ving God as an assembly and as individuals (1 Corinthians 3:16). On that day the believers were made priests unto God
. This is a staggering truth. It was God's design from the beginning. He had been working to this end all along. This is th
e jest of the message of Stephen in Acts 7:1ff. God don't desire to dwell in temples made with hands; He desires to live i
n man. It is impossible to understand the Bible unless you realize this great truth. God wants to live in you. He wants to b
e who He is; a consuming Fire inside of you and me.
The burning bush and the burning man
When God got ready to reveal Himself to Moses He revealed Himself as an unconsuming fire; And the angel of the LOR
D appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush: and he looked, and, behold, the bush burned with fire,
and the bush was not consumed. (Exodus 3:2) He then revealed Himself as a consuming fire as in the case of Nadab, A
bihu, Korah, Dathan and Abiram. For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. (Deut 4:24.) God is a
God of Fire. The picture of Fire as a symbol of the flesh-consuming presence of God is replete through the Old Testame
nt.
Fire on the altar
All of the services that were to be performed in the Wilderness Tabernacle and later the Temple were to be done with th
e FIRE of God. It was impossible to light the lampstand, burn incense, or offer burnt offerings unto the Lord without the F
ire that God kindled and was continually kept. Without the Fire of God the Wilderness Tabernacle was an empty tent. Th
e fire shall ever be burning upon the altar; it shall never go out. (Leviticus 6:13) Â“Fire was to be kept constantly burning
upon the altar without going out, not in order that the heavenly fire, which proceeded from Jehovah when Aaron and his
sons first entered upon the service of the altar after their consecration, and consumed the burnt-offerings and peace-offe
rings, might never be extinguished (see at Lev. 9:24); but that the burnt-offering might never go out, because this was th
e divinely appointed symbol and visible sign of the uninterrupted worship of Jehovah, which the covenant nation could n
ever suspend either day or night, without being unfaithful to its calling.Â” (Keil & D.)
Continually Burning
Indeed the priests were not allowed to let the heavenly Fire go out; this was common sense. But this is not specifically in
view here. They could do nothing without the Fire of God. If that fire went out they could not strike a match, rub sticks to
gether, or any other thing. GodÂ’s Fire was His sacred Fire. Leviticus 6:13 deals with the continual burnt offering of flesh
unto God like unto Romans 12:1, 2. We are to be continually on Fire for God burning as a sweet smelling savor, as a co
nsequence of our placing ourselves wholly, holy, and continually on the altar as a living sacrifice. "God will not dwell with
people that will not burn upon the altar. He wants to live will the altar is." (G.W. North) What use to God is a man or a wo
man that will not burn for Him?
The God that answers by Fire
When Eli and his sons were derelict in the service of God they lost the Ark to the enemy. That Ark represented the thron
e or authority of God. The Fire obviously went out. David desired to build God a House, but to do so would require the Fi
re of God to fall from heaven to provide the priesthood with that essential element. They could not use a striker or a light
er. Nadab and Abihu learned the hard way that you don't presumptuously offer God anything; especially false or commo
n fire. Their death was God's estimate of the behavior. It is shocking to me how today some move in such a cavalier attit
ude (dismissive attitude) towards something so serious. Without the Fire of God all that we do stinks and is useless to G
od.
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You are dead without Fire
When our breath goes out, our body immediately starts to go cold. If the Fire of God goes out we become lukewarm and
worth but to be vomited out of the mouth of Christ. Why? No burning. No Fire. If there is no Fire there is sin in our lives.
God don't answer your sacrifice with Fire. Why? because it is not holy and acceptable to Him. Solomon understood the a
ltar. He brought so much flesh they needed an alternate location to house it all. It was an extreme sacrifice. Solomon kn
ew the altar had to be FULL. It had to be holy and acceptable. When he prayed the Fire of God came down and reinstat
ed the priesthood providing them with the means of doing their service again, FIRE.
No Fire
Obviously by the time of Jesus this Fire had gone out and the Ark was gone again. The priests must have tossed the blo
od on the floor behind the veil in Herod's Temple and performed the services with common fire. God was not there. God
was in Christ. For He said, destroy this Temple (speaking of His own body) and I will raise it again in 3 days. He called t
he place the Father's house and His house (Matthew 21:13, John 2:16), but at last He revealed to them that it was 'their
house' that had been left unto them desolate. (Luke 13:35) Why? No Fire. No Ark. No way to do the service of God and
no desire to have Him. When the Fire came in Christ; they didn't want it or Him. They had no desire to burn for God or to
be temples of the Living God. They wanted to keep God under control in the temples made with hands. This is a constan
t temptation for anyone that has known the Lord; but God desires to live IN man and not in a building. Again, we will take
this up in the next chapter.
Keeping the charge
And they burn unto the LORD every morning and every evening burnt sacrifices and sweet incense: the shewbread also
upon the pure table; and the candlestick of gold with the lamps thereof, to burn every evening: for we keep the charge o
f the LORD our God; but ye have forsaken him. (2 Chronicles 13:11)
It is unfortunate that many today in the churches of God believe that we can lower the standard and get by on some less
er thing than the Fire of God. How can priests unto God do the service of God with no Fire? Jesus told Ephesus, Reme
mber therefore from where you have fallen; repent, and do the works you did at first. If not, I will come to you and remov
e your lampstand from its place, unless you repent. (Revelation 2:5 ESV) What good is a lampstand if there is no fire? W
hat good is a church that is not burning for God? The question becomes, Â‘what do you and I burn for?Â’ What do we lo
ve in such a way that we are burning for it? Maybe it is a person? Everyone is burning for something or someone. In the
churches of God we must be burning for Christ. Yet substitutes are put in place that spread death and wreak of unconsu
med flesh. Jesus said, "I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled!" (Luke 12:49) We are res
ponsible to keep the Fire stoked in our lives as surely as were the Levites. We are to keep presenting ourselves to God
holy and acceptable. What is acceptable? Simply put- And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy
Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him. (Acts 5:32) Do you have a desire to obey God? Do you want God t
o rule and reign in you? Have you filled the altar? Those that have been baptized in the Holy Spirit and Fire- is the Fire s
till burning? Are you keeping the charge as did Abijah and his priests? This was the basis on which Abijah knew he woul
d win the battle. "If you keep the charge of God, that is to say, if you will burn for God you will be the devil's master." (G
WN)
The Curse of Firelessness
The greatest judgment that ever came to Israel was that the Fire of God went out. God withdrew His presence and they
were eventually evicted from the land. When the lamp of the Lord goes out there is no way to keep the flesh in subjectio
n- because the only way to walk upright in this fallen world is to keep on burning. The Seraphim burn, so must we. God i
s a consuming Fire- so are we. Are we content to allow this world to go on lamenting void of men and women of Fire- ha
ving never seen a true believer in the book of Acts sense? If the Fire be burning in us- we have confidence towards God.
He must come. We must make ready. We must invite Him in an attitude of desire to obey. We have to present ourselves
holy and acceptable. It is our reasonable service. If we sing to God with no Fire; it cannot be rightly said to be worship in
Spirit. The incense does not rise to God unless there is Fire. Not the fire of hype and instrumentality. Not something wor
ked up, but a Fire sent down from God. We must make ready. He has come to send Fire on the earth. Will we be the on
e? Will He be able to send us?
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 19:15
Quote:
-------------------------I pray that this testimony will give some substance to the claim that being born again is not something that can happen and yet go u
nnoticed by the recipient. Also why God sometimes sovereignly works so as to give a clarity that is unshakable. This is to bear witness to His perfect w
ill for all men.
-------------------------

Thanks for sharing this dear brother. It was a blessing.
Re: And the Winning Comment/Quote Is??? - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/29 19:17
Quote:
-------------------------As much as I have enjoyed the intellectual discussion, the best comment/quote of this entire thread and the one that should give us
the greatest pause:
"My son, when you get to college youÂ’re going to find that all of the boys will be gathered in a room discussing and arguing over Arminianism and Cal
vinism night after night after night. IÂ’ll tell you what to do, Cliff. Go to your room and meet God. At the end of four years youÂ’ll be way down the line a
nd theyÂ’ll still be where they started, because greater minds than yours have wrestled with this problem and have not come up with satisfactory concl
usions. Instead, learn to know God.Â”
Â“In Pursuit of GodÂ” Â– The Life of A.W. Tozer, James L. Snyder p132
-------------------------

Thanks for sharing!
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/30 5:40
Robert,
RE: Your OT references on the Holy Spirit cannot be considered to be in the same light as the Holy Spirit of the NT
which could not be given - was not given - until after the glorification of Jesus. There are reasons for that having
everything to do relationship to God as the OT saints could not experience. I do not mean to infer your passages do not
point to the future but, no one in the OT had the privilege we have today.

Quote:
-------------------------When the lamp of the Lord goes out there is no way to keep the flesh in subjection- because the only way to walk upright in this fall
en world is to keep on burning. The Seraphim burn, so must we.
-------------------------

Very true. I easily associate that with John 17:3, don't you?

Quote:
-------------------------God is a consuming Fire- so are we. Are we content to allow this world to go on lamenting void of men and women of Fire- having n
ever seen a true believer in the book of Acts sense? If the Fire be burning in us- we have confidence towards God. He must come. We must make rea
dy. We must invite Him in an attitude of desire to obey.
We have to present ourselves holy and acceptable. It is our reasonable service. If we sing to God with no Fire; it cannot be rightly said to be worship i
n Spirit. The incense does not rise to God unless there is Fire. Not the fire of hype and instrumentality. Not something worked up, but a Fire sent down
from God. We must make ready. He has come to send Fire on the earth. Will we be the one? Will He be able to send us?
-------------------------

In all that is the reason I see the difference between being merely saved and being born again ; being born again and o
ur wearing of the priestly garment . AKA the Pentecostal enduement __for life, AKA "Fire".
Thank you.
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PS. The below is a type of Holy Spirit Baptism requirement__and why:
"And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with LINEN garm
ents; and no wool shall come UPON them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and within.
They shall have linen bonnets UPON their heads, and shall have LINEN breeches UPON their loins; they shall not gird t
hemselves with any thing that causes sweat." Ezekiel 44:17-18 (KJV)
Given the "Priestly garments of Linen" were for worshiping the Lord within the inner chamber, should not it also be supp
osed that the "coming upon, the clothing" of the Holy Ghost be for the same reason?
"And, behold, I send the promise of my Father UPON you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with
power from on high. Luke 24:49 (KJV)

Wool = self__ To use your analogy-Linen = Holy Spirit__
UPON = No indwelling here.Again, to use your analogy

Re: - posted by turn, on: 2012/10/30 8:02
Before the day of Pentecost...
...Abel obtained testimony that he was righteous.
...Enoch pleased God and was translated so that he did not see death.
...Noah was a just man in his generation.
...Job was described as perfect and upright.
...Abraham was justified by faith.
...Moses by faith was able to lead his nation across the Red Sea
...David was a man after God's own heart.
...Daniel blessed the God of heaven and was able to tell Nebuchnezzar about his dream and the interpretation.
...Nebuchadnezzar gave praise and testimony: How great are his signs and how mighty are his wonders.
In the New Testament Book of Luke...
...Zacharias was full of the Holy Ghost and prophesied (1:67)
...Simeon was a just and devout man who had the Holy Ghost upon him and who prophesied (2:25ff)
...the child, Jesus...grew and waxed strong in spirit (2:40).
The Holy Spirit can be given more than once.
The Holy Spirit was given on the day of Pentecost that the early Church might have power to be witnesses (Acts 1:8)...th
at they might live with a faith and power that overcomes fear and weakness. They needed that power then. Many of us
need that power today.
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/30 8:25
Jesus was the FIRST indwelt by the Holy Spirit. His natural birth, by Him, being the "first of first fruits" is no different than
that which given to those who follow Him, evidenced in the prescribed way.
". . . if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also
quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you." Romans 8:11 (KJV)

Re: - posted by gators52 (), on: 2012/10/30 8:33
actually John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit in his mothers womb.. luke 1:15
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/30 8:44
by gators52 on 2012/10/30 5:33:36
actually John the Baptist was filled with the Spirit in his mothers womb.. luke 1:15
-------------------------

"Actually" was JTB the "first of First Fruits". "Actually", was JTB conceived by the Holy Spirit?
Sighting one Robin doesn't make it springtime.
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/30 9:07
Quote:
-------------------------"And it shall come to pass, that when they enter in at the gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with LINEN garments; and n
o wool shall come UPON them, whiles they minister in the gates of the inner court, and within.
They shall have linen bonnets UPON their heads, and shall have LINEN breeches UPON their loins; they shall not gird themselves with any thing that
causes sweat." Ezekiel 44:17-18 (KJV)
Given the "Priestly garments of Linen" were for worshiping the Lord within the inner chamber, should not it also be supposed that the "coming upon, th
e clothing" of the Holy Ghost be for the same reason? Croref
-------------------------

Here is the better covenant Croref. Not the inner court of the temple made with hands and garments which pass away. B
ut clothed before God which garment is eternal and which court is the presence of God. Where Satan is rebuked and the
Branch which was promised is come. The Lord Bless You.

Zechariah Chapter three
3:1 Then he showed me Joshua the high priest standing before the angel of the LORD, and Satan standing at his right h
and to accuse him.
2 The LORD said to Satan, Â“The LORD rebuke you, Satan! Indeed, the LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you!
Is this not a brand plucked from the fire?Â”
3 Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments and standing before the angel.
4 He spoke and said to those who were standing before him, saying, Â“Remove the filthy garments from him.Â” Again h
e said to him, Â“See, I have taken your iniquity away from you and will clothe you with festal robes.Â”
5 Then I said, Â“Let them put a clean turban on his head.Â” So they put a clean turban on his head and clothed him wit
h garments, while the angel of the LORD was standing by.
6 And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua, saying,
7 Â“Thus says the LORD of hosts, Â‘If you will walk in My ways and if you will perform My service, then you will also go
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vern My house and also have charge of My courts, and I will grant you free access among these who are standing here.
8 Â‘Now listen, Joshua the high priest, you and your friends who are sitting in front of youÂ—indeed they are men who
are a symbol, for behold, I am going to bring in My servant the Branch.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/30 9:11
. . . I'm done
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/30 9:44
CroRef is out now, but I wanted to touch this aspect we may have missed.

Quote:
-------------------------Your OT references on the Holy Spirit cannot be considered to be in the same light as the Holy Spirit of the NT which could not be g
iven - was not given - until after the glorification of Jesus.
-------------------------

I completely agree that the O.T. fillings of the Spirit were not the same as post Pentecost. My angle on it is that this is be
cause the Baptism in the Holy Spirit is what places a person into Christ and enables them to be a partaker of the Divine
Nature. It is my view that this is the point at which a person, In the words of Galatians 3:3, has 'begun in the Spirit.' Ther
e were fillings and anointing until that time, but they were always associated with Divine enablement to accomplish a 'cer
tain task'. In other words, these were more comparable to the spiritual gifts of the Holy Spirit, than with the fruit of the Spi
rit that was made possible at Pentecost.
I typically keep my eye on something John Baptist said,
And now also the axe is laid unto the root of the trees: therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn do
wn, and cast into the fire. (Matthew 3:10)
Notice 'trees' is in the plural. Trees are symbolic of men (Isaiah 61:3, etc.). This squares with what the writer to the Hebr
ews stated Hebrews 6:8, But that which beareth thorns and briers rejected, and nigh unto cursing; whose end to be bu
rned.
A lot of people have done great miracles throughout the O.T., but I see the Baptism in the Holy Spirit as a means of getti
ng folk out of Adam and into Christ in such a way that they are TRULY dead to Sin, buried with Him by baptism into deat
h, not in the flesh, etc. (ed.) They that have BEGUN in the Spirit are enabled from that moment to be led of the Spirit so
as to be sons of God.
I am not convinced that anyone pre-Pentecost could have walked in the reality I just described. If the 120 skip the upper
room, we not only have a group without power, but we have totally missed the possibility of any man being a right repres
entation of Jesus Christ, who was Beth-EL while on the earth. We have a lot os 'silent' things happening these days theo
logically that have no basis in scripture. We have silent born again experiences, raptures,etc., while all of these events
are described as glorious, open, and laudable.
When Solomon's Temple was glorified everyone knew it. God had come. The King came in to take up His spot in the Te
mple. I can't possibly over emphasize this picture. Until the King comes and sits on His throne, in His Temple, then the T
emple is not glorified. It is just an ordinary building. It was a magnificent event in Israel. The FIRE fell and the glory came
. This is all a figure of the day Pentecost. Again, to tie these things together, Jesus defines REGENERATION saying,
And Jesus said to them, "Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man wil
l sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Matthew 19:28)
This is my working definition of Regeneration that I apply to Titus 3:5 and couple it with Acts 2:1. Hope that helps a bit. B
lessings.
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Re: , on: 2012/10/30 10:31
Brother Robert,
CroRef may be done, and I am also on my out but I have this to say in conclusion. I believe that CroRef was correct in hi
s assessment of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and its purpose, but to labor the point seems to becoming fruitless here.
Brother Robert, what I "hear" you saying and I do not believe I am misunderstanding you at all, is this:
1. A person is baptized into Christ when they have the experience of book of Acts, which is commonly referred to as the
"Baptism of the Holy Spirit". We can parse those words a dozen different ways and share all the articles we want about t
his experience in the book of Acts, but it is dis-ingenious for us to ignore what millions, indeed billions actually believe to
be the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit". And not only billions today, but almost every single famous preacher on this very web
site, SermonIndex!!!
2. To take your thoughts to their logical conclusion, you are not far off stating that a person must be baptized in the Holy
Spirit in order to be saved??? Now, you have not come out and used those exact words, but careful reading of all that yo
u have posted, infers much the same or at the very least brings a great deal of confusion to this subject.
3. You have also stated (unless I read it wrong) that a person can be saved (justified) but not yet born again. And the wa
y they become born again is to be "baptized into Christ" which in your view is what the disciples received on the day of P
entecost. This is the most confusing thing I have ever heard. If I taught this to believers it would strike confusion and fear
into their hearts. This is dangerous teaching.
4. You then go on to state that those people who become saved by faith are not yet born again by the Holy Spirit...that is
step 2. This you say will be evident when they have a distinct experience akin to book of Acts experience on the day of
Pentecost. Now you may not be saying that it has to be exactly like the day of Pentecost, but that is what I hear you infer
ring.
5. You then state that those saved people who are not born again are not actually a part of the Kingdom of God yet!!! S
eriously, this is the most alarming statement of all. You provide wonderful teachings and articles to back it up, and do so
in a nice, calm, Christlike manner, but that doesnt make it sound teaching. I am being this blunt because I fear some will
come to this website and swallow this teaching and be thrown into fearful confusion.
6. Now, you do say, there is nothing to fear at all about this, because Jesus knows who His sheep are (predestined ones
). And so if you are indeed saved, (are justified by faith), you are predestined to come into the Kingdom of God anyway
and will come into the born again experience anyway...automatically it seems? So relax, you will be born again eventual
ly. Now, I don't want bring up the C word, but that is what I am hearing. Sighhhhh....
Yes, sigh that was the sound of me letting out a long, resigning breath...lol. Because this is what seems to happen to the
se internet discussionsÂ…every single time. In fact I am probably done with forums completely after thisÂ…we will see.
May I suggest brother Robert that you (and all of us) turn off our computers, put away our theology books and take the a
dvice of A.W. Tozer and lock ourselves away with God. Then after four years others can still be arguing about this, but
we will have come to KNOW God and there will be no more wondering what it is exactly the Holy Spirit has done in our li
ves.
And with that, I too am bowing out of this thread, unless you implore me (and send me chocolates) to explain something
that I may or may not have stated here.
Good night and God Bless!
Mark
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/30 11:37
Hi Awakened,

Quote:
-------------------------May I suggest brother Robert that you (and all of us) turn off our computers, put away our theology books and take the advice of A.
W. Tozer and lock ourselves away with God. Then after four years others can still be arguing about this, but we will have come to KNOW God and ther
e will be no more wondering what it is exactly the Holy Spirit has done in our lives.
-------------------------

I hear what you are saying here, but you asked the question and I and others have tried to give our positions. We have b
een having these type discussions for a long time here in these forums. I understand that the masses are moving in diffe
rent ideas, but I have also heard people on this site suggest that less than 5% of people are truly born of the Spirit. If you
listen to L. Ravenhill he will say similar things. Many have have no fruit in their life though that have prayed a prayer and
asked for forgiveness, etc.
So we have to ask ourselves what is wrong with our approach to evangelism, what it means to be 'born again' and what i
t means to be 'saved'. We already have had over 100 years of preachers telling people they are saved, a practice that h
as no precedent in previous centuries. This, in my view, is what is truly dangerous. We are living in a time when the prim
ary concern is that folks have their sins forgive and if they have that they don't care about anything else.
So if we say that folks are born again, then we need to examine what that means. New Birth yield a fruit that we do not o
ften see today. This is George Whitfield on the subject:
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=20540
At the end of the day I don't really mind what order a person comes into New Birth, so long as we teach and achieve the
real thing. I'm not afraid of this subject. I would rather people know the truth than to believe a lie. I'm looking at it from Go
d's design, rather than man's desire to be forgiven. We have to. We may receive forgiveness of sins, but it is only so that
we can go on with God and move in His will. If a person does not go on with God, when revelation and opportunity are af
forded, it is hard for me to view them as being right with God. We are moving in a man-centered theology often times tha
t seeks man's happiness, but God is wanting sons, sons that Christ does not have to be ashamed to call brethren. Hope
that helps. Blessings.

Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2012/10/30 14:18
I understand what Robert is trying to say
Quote: I see the Baptism in the Holy Spirit as a means of getting folk out of Adam and into Christ in such a way that they
are TRULY dead to Sin, buried with Him by baptism into death, not in the flesh, etc. (ed.) They that have BEGUN in the
Spirit are enabled from that moment to be led of the Spirit so as to be sons of God.
But I can also understand the difficulty in trying to piece it all together.
Small testimony.. It started when I asked God in a prayer to change me when I lay down on the bed a wind came and bl
ew into my body then I sat up and spoke in lounges. Three months later I attend my first Â“church meetingÂ” and from th
ere start going to church and I got baptized in Water
A few years later after attending Bible school I leave the church for different reasons and havenÂ’t been back to church
since.
A few years later while seeking God during a time of fasting and prayer, God opened my eye to my condition that was wi
thin me. I saw that attached to my self was sin and it hadnÂ’t been dealt with but through Duncan CampbellÂ’s testimon
y and the testimony of another to let me know that there was a way out.
Please understand the church I attended wasnÂ’t a church that promoted a second blessing and up to the point of heari
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ng Duncan CampbellÂ’s testimony I had never heard of it. It is not a doctrine introduced to me by a man.
So in my life it seems what God has done a things a bit differently, why I donÂ’t know.
1. Filled with the Spirit and spoke in tongues
2. Attended Church
3. Got baptized
4. Left church
5. Find out that within me attached to my self was sin and it hadnÂ’t been dealt with and there was Â“A Baptism into Chri
stÂ”
At the time and to this day I know I am alive to God, I know I was forgiven of my sins and I could talk in tongues and that
the violent, drunk, drug taking womanizing fisherman was changed.
Now although I was changed and new it, when God began to talk to me about the calling on my life, when I considered
what he was calling me to and looked at myself I used to think, God will have to do another work in me as I am just not r
eady for that. So in a sense I knew even then that there was something that remained in me that wasnÂ’t Godly and it is
something that brings shame to the Christian but I knew that I shouldnÂ’t be like this but praise God he opened my eyes
to the truth.
After digging through scriptures trying to piece it all together I have come to the conclusion that my first experience was
not the Baptism into Christ, it was a forgiveness of sins, I was alive to God, I could take in tongues, I could and did opera
te in the gifts of the Spirit but Sin remained in me.
Re: , on: 2012/10/30 15:43
Whatever our experience or knowledge of God may be before we are born again; our understanding will be very differen
t afterwards. We ought to find that what we understood before was ill conceived in our imaginations and that which we u
nderstood afterwards was the fruit of a new life. Before we get saved we can only truly comprehend in our natural minds.
Afterwards we know the truth at least in part through our spiritÂ’. The difference is a difference of life. If we once begin to
say that salvation is comprehended in the natural mind then we will live in the mind only. On the other hand if we can ac
cept that it is the spirit that is born of The Spirit our minds must in that arrangement become subordinate to our spiritÂ’. If
the mind is not subordinate we will continue to live in the natural mind. If the mind is subordinate then we will be renewe
d in our minds and find that we are able to keep ourselves some of the time soundly understanding GodÂ’s will, and at o
ther times God Himself will keep us, because He soundly understands what we are yet in this body of sin. In the end we
will even comprehend that if we are born again we have the mind of Christ as well as a renewing of the mind.
As far as I know everyone who has been born again bears witness to the fact that when in the spirit, they can think and s
peak as well as think and do, good works that are pleasing to God without any effort at all. At other times the mind and t
he body are a hindrance and the things that we say and the things that we do are fleshy and natural and disappointing.
Yet we get up and confess our sins before God trusting that what we believed in the beginning is still true, even Christ cr
ucified for our sins; believing in this precious truth we are draw into a fuller and more profitable understanding that apart
from works, we are justified before God through the shed blood of Christ. To the unbelieving mind this covenant with Go
d may be vulgar and a thing to be rejected. To others it is a thing to be believed in like a talisman of magical charm. To t
he one born again it is a constant reminder that we walk by faith and a thing to be laid hold of daily.

If we give thought to these things ourselves and yet make a separation in GodÂ’s will concerning Christ, (being in truth f
ully unified and complete in His person), we will not have draw lots for His garment to preserve it as the Roman soldiers
did at the foot of the Cross; we will divide it. If we do not have this same attitude we will rip it to shreds and take that part
which pleases us the most. How foolish to destroy the unity that is Christ and end up with a leg or an arm, when we coul
d have had the whole garment. The soldiers at the foot of the cross, understood that the garment of the Lord was only w
orth having if it was had whole hence why they caste lots. If there were five of them, then they accepted in advance that
four of them would have nothing. To divide The LordÂ’s garment would have rendered it useless. Its value lay in the fact
that it was whole and of a good quality. The value of knowing Christ Jesus lies in the fact that it is His intention that in kn
owing Him we would become one body, an arm or a leg, or an eye or a hand, yes. But in Him one body even the church;
many living stones one temple of The Living God. We ought not to divide to a heresy the unity that is in Christ JesusÂ’ s
ufferings and resurrection from the dead. Justification if comprehended ought to produce true repentance and newness
of life by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Why or how some men understand this differently is certainly a result of not lay
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ing hold of the fullness and settling for the part. Perhaps some men were even led into this understanding. The remedy i
s in desiring the fullness and not the part.

Of course life is not a theological class. It is real and it has to be lived as it is presented to us or else however we find it.
Now that we have believed it may well be that a fuller and unified understanding of what God has done in Christ Jesus w
ill prove to be a key to understanding how to go on and how to finally put an end to our selfish lives and truly live for God
. Can any one who believes in Christ have any other mind? Or doubt that The Father so intended it?

Re: , on: 2012/10/30 17:19
Quote:
------------------------- 1. but it is dis-ingenious for us to ignore what millions, indeed billions actually believe to be the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit". And not
only billions today, but almost every single famous preacher on this very website, SermonIndex!!!
-------------------------

I could go along with that if I didn't have a radical mind to think the opposite.
When did the word of God become a democracy, where we get enough people to believe in a certain way and then we v
ote in a new set of rules for God to follow?
That sounds foolish I know, but gee whisakers, why does it look that way?
We are telling God when we are born again. We are telling Him when we are baptized into the Holy Spirit.
Just because every preacher on Sermon Index is saying that doesn't mean they are right. The reason why they all say th
e same thing is because it's a mystery to them. And a mystery to millions.
I personally am one of those believers that do not excuse verses that may cause me to think a different way. I know wha
t it's like to be shaken up. I've been there where you stand before God with all that you know and He pulls the carpet out
from under you and He strips off the clothes that I thought was truth and you stand there naked and ashamed. I do not w
ish that on anyone, but because I have been there, I would rather stay there naked than to endorse something that may
or may not have any weight.
However, in saying all that. I know that if a man believes that he is born again by being justified by faith, than to him he i
s born again. There is no way that I can persuade him otherwise. As far as I am concerned he is saved by faith through
grace. If he continues on in that way, God bless him, but that doesn't mean that he is born again.
There is a thought that I would like to interject though in another thread as an offshoot from this thread that may be of int
erest to some, as there may be a reason for those that are not born again but believe by faith and those that are born ag
ain by the Spirit of God. I think there might be an explanation but it will require much thought.
God Bless and thank you for sharing your thoughts........Brothers and Sisters!

Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2012/10/30 18:29
Wow! I was away from the computer for the weekend, and what a discussion.
Since I know a little bit about the Robert's roots, and since I am very close to those roots myself, I understand what he h
as been saying. Perhaps I can boil it down (and he can correct me if I misrepresent what he is saying).
I was raised from a doctrinal viewpoint that justification and regeneration (being born again) were two different events an
d , although they could happen simultaneously, they did not necessarily have to occur at the same time. Many early Am
erican Pentecostals believed this, as it was what Charles Parham, and subsequently Seymour taught. It was at Seymou
r's church in Calif. that a man by the name of Durham began to teach the finished work doctrine from which sprang, eve
ntually, the Assemblies of God. This doctrine did not differentiate between justification and the born again experience.
But the majority of the "old time" Pentecostals such as the Apostolic Faith (not the oneness people), the Church of God,
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the Pentecostal Holiness people, the Full Gospel churches, as well as others still held to what they considered the "more
orthodox" teachings vein of teachings of Parham and Seymour.
As I was taught, a sinner could come to the Lord by faith in repentance of sin and be justified by faith. This meant that th
e person was justified in God's sight, but the person was not yet born again. To be born again, the person must pray thr
ough to, or receive the work of sanctification in his life. This was a second work of the Spirit of God and it gave the pers
on a new nature and a power over sin. So justification dealt with past sins and their penalty, and regeneration (sanctific
ation or being born again) dealt with the sin nature and made the man a new creature.
The baptism of the Holy Spirit was a third work that empowered a man with the Holy Spirit of God so that he might have
the power of God for ministry, boldness, etc.
I can recall as a youth hearing older ministers who knew and loved Charles Parham be pretty hard on the AoG. They fel
t like the AoG had gone into error in believing that sanctification was an ongoing work of the Spirit rather than a specific
one-time work of the Holy Spirit that makes the believer Holy. I can recall the AoG mentioned in a not so friendly light se
veral times. I even made a statement once that I did not agree with all that Parham taught. I did not mention any specifi
c doctrine and an older minister immediately accused me of abandoning the doctrine of sanctification (of not believing th
at justification and regeneration were separate experiences).
A good deal of this doctrine, as far as I can tell, came out of Parham's Methodist roots. They believed in an event called
the "second blessing". Research the Cain Ridge Revival in 1801 for some early instances of this teaching. In 1801 this
"second blessing" was apart from salvation and empowered a person to live an overcoming and holy life. Interestingly e
nough, in 1801 there were instances of manifestations that we often associate with the Baptism of the Holy Spirit. Yet b
y 1901 Parham was hungry for more than he has seen and was convinced that God wanted to pour out the Holy Spirit a
s was seen in Acts 2. So, when he and others in Topeka received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, they hung onto the "se
cond blessing", and simply added a third.
I have never been totally convinced. To me there are too many scriptures that indicate that the rebirth and justification a
re part and parcel of the same thing. It is received by faith, as is everything we receive from God. Whether it is being ju
stified, born again, baptized in the Holy Spirit, all are received by faith. Yet it is a gift as it given by God's grace apart fro
m us being able to earn it. Yet is it not possible that there is any change in us apart from the working of the Holy Spirit in
one fashion or another. If we are born again, it is by the Spirit of God.
Hope this bit of history, and my perspective can add a little to the discussion. I hope I have not misrepresented what Ro
bert is saying, but that is what I boiled it down to as I read the posts. It is my experience, however, and I do think it is ent
irely worth while to discuss. We are to study to show ourselves approved, right?
Re: - posted by ADisciple (), on: 2012/10/30 19:37
I enjoyed reading your "history lesson," Travis, thanks for that. I thought IÂ’d add my own thoughts to this thread now.
First off, I donÂ’t think it wrong to raise the bar of the Â“born of the SpiritÂ” or Â“born againÂ” experience a little higher
than it has been set in our day. Countless Christians of all stripes claim to be born againÂ—yet all too often there is not
much real difference in their lives from those born in Adam. And so IÂ’m inclined to agree with what Robert has been
saying.
John the Baptist was certainly a believer in Jesus Christ. But John the Baptist was not yet in the kingdom of God. Â“He
that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than heÂ” (Lk. 7.28). And how is it that John the Baptist wasnÂ’t in the
kingdom of God? It has to be because he had not yet been born again. For Jesus said, Â“Except a man be born of
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of GodÂ” (Jn. 3.5).
Again, John the Baptist was Â“filled with the Holy Spirit even from his motherÂ’s wombÂ” (Lk. 1.15). Even so, he was
not born of the Spirit. For, according to Jesus, he had not yet entered the kingdom of God.
Yet John the Baptist was a believer in Jesus Christ the Son of God.
JesusÂ’ first disciples too were certainly believers. Peter, speaking on behalf of the others, said, Â“And we believe and
are sure that thou art the Christ, the Son of the living GodÂ” (Jn. 6.69). Yet, like John the Baptist, they had not entered
the kingdom of God either. For these men had not yet received the gift of the Holy SpiritÂ—which Peter says is what
happened to them at Pentecost (Acts 11.17)Â—and so could not yet have been born of the Spirit.
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It appears, then, that it was possible before Jesus ascended to be a believer, and even be filled with the Holy Spirit, and
still not have been born again (that is, to have entered the kingdom of God).
Does the same thing apply now that He has ascended? I think it does. It is certainly a work of the Spirit to bring a
person to repentance and the receiving of Â“Christ our Passover, who is sacrificed for usÂ” (1 Cor. 5.7). But there is a
further feastÂ—the feast of Pentecost (called the feast of firstfruits, Ex. 23.16, which, it seems to me, is why Paul spoke
of having received Â“the firstfruits of the Spirit, Rom. 8.23). And so we need to enter into this feast as a further step in
GodÂ’s purposesÂ—receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit as the first disciples did at Pentecost. (And of course even with
this we have not yet arrived; we are still just on our way.)
But I think this is what Jesus has in mind when he says, Â“He that believeth and is baptized shall be savedÂ” (Mk. 16.1).
Not just, Â“he that believeth...Â” And in my opinion, the baptism Jesus is speaking of here is the baptism of the Holy
Spirit, of which water baptism is a figure (1 Pt. 3.21). In other words, the baptism of the Holy Spirit is not optional to
salvation; it is as integral and indispensible to our salvation as repentance and faith toward God.
And so... many men and women had interactions with the Holy Spirit prior to Jesus being glorified. Â“These all, having
obtained a good report through faith, received not the promise...Â” (Heb. 11.39). (I leave it to the faithful God to see that
these ones, having died in faith, donÂ’t miss out on anything.) But a watershed division took place when Christ
ascended and received Â“the promise of the Holy SpiritÂ” (Acts 2.33). Now that Jesus is glorified, this baptism of the
Holy Spirit is available. He said on the occasion of the feast of tabernacles, Â“He that believeth on Me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him
should receive: for the Holy Spirit was not yet because that Jesus was not yet glorifiedÂ” (Jn. 7.39).
While the word Â“givenÂ” is not there in the original, itÂ’s not possible this can mean that prior to Jesus being glorified th
ere was no such thing as the Holy Spirit. This must mean, then, Â“the promise of the SpiritÂ” for which Jesus endured t
he Cross. This had not yet been given.
Â“Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, H
e hath shed forth this which ye now see and hearÂ” (Acts 2.33). What happened at Pentecost was evidence that the Lor
d Jesus Christ had been glorified, and had received Â“the promise of the Spirit.Â” Jesus the Son of God was born of the
Spirit (Lk. 1.35). Further to this, after being baptized with JohnÂ’s baptism, the Holy Spirit came upon Him in the form of
a dove (Lk. 3.22). Yet there was still a baptism He had to be baptized with before He could receive Â“the promise of the
FatherÂ” in a way that would release Him from all confinement. Â“But I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how I a
m straitened till it be accomplishedÂ” (Lk. 12.50). This, I believe, was the joy that was set before Him for which He endu
red the CrossÂ—the joy of now beginning His ministry at the right hand of God and now being able to baptize in the Holy
Spirit, the joy of sending the Holy Spirit to those He lovedÂ—now not just by way of an empowering for service (which it
certainly was) but to birth them into the kingdom of God.
And so for those who are concerned that this teaching may undermine the faith of those who believe themselves to be b
orn again solely on the basis of their believing that Jesus is the Son of God... please letÂ’s embrace all that the Scripture
s have to say... and get seeking God. LetÂ’s not sell ourselves short. I know Scripture says clearly, Â“Whosoever belie
veth that Jesus is the Christ is born of GodÂ” (1 Jn. 5.1). That used to settle it for me at one time, but IÂ’m not so sure a
nymore. I donÂ’t think John is viewing this as the one single stand-alone criterion for being born again. There are too m
any other scriptures that show the need for being baptized into Christ by the Holy Spirit. Why should this frighten us? Is
God going to deny the Holy Spirit from any who sincerely ask Him, and keep asking till they receive? Certainly not (Lk.
11.13). In fact I think it would be good for all of us Christians to be seeking a deeper reality of the baptism of the Holy S
piritÂ—something more in line with the threshing floor wind and fire experience John the Baptist spoke of, and which the
early disciples experienced on the day of Pentecost. Then maybe we too would see our world being turned upside dow
n they way they did.
...And so, as Robert likes to say, so say I now. Â“Just my thoughts.Â” This is where IÂ’m at in my journeyÂ—the way I
see things in my present measure of light. I hope we can all continue to show good spiritual generosity one to another a
s we explore these wondrous things till the day when we all see not in part, but face to face.
Allan Halton
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/30 21:10
Thanks to all of you men for your helpful contributions!
Travis mentioned some of the early Pentecostal beliefs, as they are similar to my current understanding, I have come to
view the last two experience as one. In fact, I think if a person were really serious with God they may come into the whol
e lot at one time, then get water baptized and be ready to go.
I think that since the days of C. Parham main stream Pentecostalism has moved away from the notion of second blessin
g for holiness. It's all about power for service now. The old timers did not hold this view. They believed that if a person w
as struggling with sin that they needed the 'baptism in the Holy Ghost'. This is why so many old Pentecostal preachers w
ere called 2X4 (two by four) preachers; they believed Acts 2:4 was the cure for everything. They could start out on Mose
s and end up in Acts 2:4. Because they saw it as the cure for everything.
Many old school Pentecostals were not theologians. Many old timey preachers barely had any education. But they knew
that if a person truly surrendered to God He would pour His Spirit out.
But then we started to see people thinking that ALL a person needed to do was pray until the spoke with tongues. I have
heard men talk about folk receiving tongues that had not even repented yet. I have seen folk trying to seek to receive the
Spirit and they were not surrendered to God. This is where my saying, "you can't receive and resist at the same time" ca
me from. Folk wanted to receive power- while simultaneously resisting His Lordship. No telling what a person might rece
ive doing that. This is why I think Pentecostals in many cases have lost a step; they bought into the sinners prayer meth
od of evengelism and then tried to pray folk through to the Holy Spirit baptism. Some would utter unintelligable words an
d think they had 'got it'. But then there was little or no change in behavior. Now imagine the madness of this, a person sa
ys the sinners prayer and then utters unintelligable words and believes that they are saved and filled with the Spirit. Whe
re did the Born Again experience go?
Speaking in tongues does not impress me, per-se. I think if the Spirit gives the utterance it is wonderful. But what I think
what is needed is that we be led of the Spirit, yielding the fruit of the Spirit, as sons of God. I think the gifts of the Spirit s
hould be in operation, but only as we bear fruit unto holiness.
What happened? At some point certain of the Oneness Pentecostals suggested we must have the Holy Spirit to be save
d. In their view the initial evidence was tongues. Many other Pentecostal groups sought to distance themselves from suc
h a requirement for salvation (tongues=saved). There were also issues with their view of the Trinity I won't go into. But to
split the difference Pentecostals were almost forced into a doctrinal accomidation saying that if a person is 'saved' (born
again) then they have the Spirit of Christ, are baptized into His Body, etc. This could happen as easy as saying a repeat
type prayer.
We ended up with a lot of very high maintenence/low impact professors of Christ. So in the midst of the Crusade style ev
angelism and the modern view of a 'baptism of Power' the whole process of regeneration has been lost. We ended up wi
th tongue speaking, Christ professing, 'believers' that could act like Christ one minute and the devil the next. Just being
honest.
So I have sought the Lord, going totally back to the drawing board, forgetting everything I was ever taught about any of t
he subjects and just tried to allow God's word to lead me where it went. I see a consistent pattern in Acts:
1. Repent and bring for fruits worthy of repentance
2. Be baptized in water
3. Receive the Holy Spirit
If a person truly repents and has a heart to receive- receiving the Holy Spirit will not be a fuss. But, men do always resist
the Holy Ghost (Acts 7). Lots of things have been taught and there are denominational issues, but to get this train back o
n the rails I think we need to take a serious look at how God planted and established the church at Ephesus in the book
of Acts; because it stood for some 600-700 years (it is believed). The gates of hell did not prevail against that church. Th
ose 12 original people repented John the Baptist style and were hungry for what God had next. They met Paul and sub
mitted to everything he said. They received the Spirit without a fuss. No arguing- they were just ready. Later people were
burning all their sinful belongings and God established that church. A powerful study to undertake and I think we really n
eed to revisit the simplicity of it. Blessings. Robert
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Re: , on: 2012/10/30 22:19
This thread is not finished.
Our conclusion is to agree to disagree. And that is okay because we can all agree that we are justified freely by faith thro
ugh grace. Upon that we can find a common ground.
When it comes to the baptism of the Holy Ghost I can understand why it's necessary to disagree with how the scriptures
speak of the Holy Ghost and the need to believe that one receives Him upon acceptance, repentance and baptism in wa
ter, for when we read the words, "If any man hath not the Spirit of Christ he is none of His" those words are frightening.
So when someone comes along and says that if you are not born again unless you receive the baptism of the Holy Ghos
t, I do understand why the guards come up. And why there is a need to protect oneself of a possible deception. When w
e have our eggs all neatly in a row, we cannot afford to disturb that, we need to maintain our current belief, after all I am
safe among the majority of believers who believe they are born again just by believing that Jesus is the Son of God and
were baptized in water.
I can understand that.
In the end, only God can manifest Himself to reveal what He wants an individual to understand and know.
Approved.
Re: , on: 2012/10/31 1:43
Brother Robert said...
Quote:
-------------------------...but you asked the question and I and others have tried to give our positions.
-------------------------

Brother Robert, I have actually been reading and studying your positions very carefully and I was very concerned and co
nfused by a lot of those positions.
Sorry if this seems interrogatory, but I do want to get clarity on this from you, and if possible just answer a simple yes or
no, as much as you are able, thanks.
1. Do you believe that a person is baptized into Christ when they have the experience outlined in the book of Acts, which
is commonly referred to as the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit". NOTE: I am saying baptized WITH the Holy Spirit, not INTO.
I have read several people here change these words to read, "baptized INTO the Holy Spirit".
2. If the above answer is yes, and I think you have said this many times, are you therefore stating that when a person re
ceives a similar "Acts 2" outpouring of the Holy Spirit in their life, that it is at this point they are born again?
3. Do you also believe that a person can be saved (justified) but not yet born again? And the way they become born agai
n is to be "baptized into Christ" which in your view is what the disciples received on the day of Pentecost.
4. Do you also believe that those people who are saved by faith are not yet born again by the Holy Spirit? That step one
is being saved and step 2 is being born again? And do you believe that the way a person knows that they have arrived a
t step 2, "born again" is by having an unmistakable, distinct experience akin to book of Acts 2 outpouring of the Holy Spir
it on the day of Pentecost.
5. Do you also believe that those who are saved by faith, but not yet born again are not actually a part of the Kingdom of
God?
6. Do you also believe that all those who are saved by faith, will automatically become "born again" eventually because t
hey are the elect and are predestined to enter the Kingdom of God?
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I think I have already heard you state yes to most of these above in subsequent posts but I am truly wanting to understa
nd with clarity your position, without a whole lot more explanation.
If you could do this I would be very appreciative.
In Christ,
Mark
Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2012/10/31 4:47
Double post sorry
Re: - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2012/10/31 5:03
Quote: Hope this bit of history, and my perspective can add a little to the discussion.
I was reading last night the small book about the history of what happened around the time of Azusa Street Revival.
A very interesting read.....
http://www.finestofthewheat.org/Jim_Kerwin/The_Rejected_Blessing.php
I will take a look at the Cain Ridge Revival
Are there any books or articles that anyone can recommend.
Re: , on: 2012/10/31 6:39
Quote:
-------------------------I was reading last night the small book about the history of what happened around the time of Azusa Street Revival.
A very interesting read.....
http://www.finestofthewheat.org/Jim_Kerwin/The_Rejected_Blessing.php murrcoir
-------------------------

Thanks for this link brother. Its a really good read and helps no end with understanding some of the points in this thread
which I have no knowledge of. Really worth reading. I am going to read it again later today and then again some more.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 7:43
Ok__I said I was finished. I lied . . .))
I couldn't take it any longer__just kidding.
Lets get a few overlooked basics out of the way:
1. Jesus was not sent to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. __ How's that? because, the righteous were
already "JUSTIFIED". Upon their death they would not have gone to hellÂ’s torment. Obviously then, we can
understand it was entirely possible for fallen man to be righteous in the sense of finding favor with God__entirely
possible for him to have faith in God which he must have had in order to find such favor from Him. Too what degree he
was, placed him in God's 'corral' of those God might choose for His righteous acts. Proof of this: God never chose an un
righteous man to perform a righteous deed__nor could He..
2. Jesus died to redeem righteous-justified man. How? By His shed blood on Calvary__plus nothing. Where does this le
ave sinful man except he repent and turn from his ungodly ways to faith in God?__ redemption will not be his.
OT fact: Though recognizing the "Hand" of God in His life and the activity of the Holy Spirit, by Nathan the Prophet, Davi
d was not full of the Holy Spirit with "supernatural" faith that accompanies it in any continual manner, as none were befor

Page 107/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

e Pentecost, JTB notwithstanding. Jesus uses JTB as an example in pressing the issue of what it means to be found in t
he Kingdom of God. Having such Â“divine unctionÂ” before Pentecost is never seen as a baptism in the scriptures.
Question: Given the above, why was David said, by God, to be a man after His own heart?? No continual God walking w
ith him. No indwelling, and definitely no "Priestly Garment" placed "UPON" him....And David expressed it in his Psalms fr
om himself__plus nothing.
This is salvation as God intends it to be: "And this is life eternal, that they might "know" thee the only true God, and Jesu
s Christ, whom thou hast sent." John 17:3 (KJV)
Short of this understanding, and what the 'process' of learning Father brings with it, "the righteous will scarcely be saved
". Why? Lack of vision. Lack of understanding to "know" our salvation is centered in God__irrespective of traditional "pre
aching" to the contrary.
Try this to your thinking:
1. We go to Jesus for salvation. 2. Upon the "cleansing of our house" He will watch to see if we begin to fill it with the kn
owledge of Himself and upon the "witness of it", from His perspective not ours, will He choose those who mean business
. The rest will be saved perhaps, hopefully, "as be fire".
The Baptism of Jesus Christ is that which Jesus will do per His foreknowledge of that one seeking it. In putting it this wa
y I draw from my own life experiences in the "classical Pentecostal" realm of Spiritual activity. Some received with evide
nce while others didn't. I always wondered, why? Now, I believe I know. cf Heb 6:4-6. In this, I can see God's hand of pr
otection for those weak in faith and in a constant need of discipling.
In replying to this, if anyone does, I hope you will take it point by point.

Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/31 7:46
Hi Awakened,

Quote:
-------------------------I think I have already heard you state yes to most of these above in subsequent posts but I am truly wanting to understand with clari
ty your position, without a whole lot more explanation.
-------------------------

Per question:
1. Yes. There is no other reference to being baptized with or in the Spirit in the Book of Acts or the latter parts of the Gos
pels that would correlate to being baptized into His one body, baptized into His death, or buried with Him in baptism. Pau
l says there is one Baptism (Ephesians 4:5). The Ephesian twelve had had two water baptisms and one Spirit baptism. It
is my view that there is only one Baptism to which all others are types. That Baptism, in my view, took place on the Day
of Pentecost. If we make up a fourth baptism, that I have viewed as a 'secret' baptism then we have done so in similar w
ay to those that invented the secret rapture.
2. Yes. But born from above is a better use of words. The Spirit was sent down from above, it was poured out from abov
e, hence they that are in Christ bu Spirit Baptism have been born from above.
3. Yes. Salvation is, always has been, and always will be by grace through faith. This is why Paul spends so much time
with it in Romans. He has to lay the foundation. We can't allow ourselves to get bored with the details. He DRIVES home
justification by faith to the point to where it was logical to ask the question, What shall we say then? Shall we continue in
sin, that grace may abound? (Romans 6:1) So he took 5 full chapters laying a FIRM foundation on which to rest the rest
of his doctrine. Otherwise, there is no way we can begin to focus on Romans 6:2ff. The bar is set too high to have a low
view of justification.
4. Not exactly. I believe Paul's encounter with the Ephesian twelve in Acts 19 is our clear and unmistakable guide. This
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was many years after Pentecost and Paul had been long in the tooth preaching and evangelizing. He was solid in his un
derstanding of the Gospel. What did he find? He found believers that had repented 'John Baptist style', but his question t
o them was simple, "Have you received the Holy Spirit SINCE you believed." The question implies knowledge of an expe
rience. He did not tell them they 'had' received the Spirit as happens regularly to the millions and millions that comes to
Christ, Paul ASKED them. We may need to do as when we were kids and write sentences 100X on the blackboard "Did
you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" until we understand that this is what Paul would have done and is not w
hat many do today. They are told they have the Spirit through a process of logical deductions drawn from proof texts.
In my view, these believers in Christ, having repented and cast off and confessed all known sin, were JUSTIFIED by fait
h as surely as Abraham, Moses, David, John the Baptist or the thief on the cross. When Paul laid hands on them they re
ceived the Spirit, that is, they were baptized into the Body of Christ, buried with him in baptism unto death, dead to sin, n
o longer in the flesh but in the Spirit, had BEGUN in the Spirit (Galatians 3:3) and could now bear the Fruit of the Spirit u
nto holiness and be led of the Spirit so as to be sons of God of whom Christ would not have to be ashamed to call them
brethren. (Hebrews 2:11).
5. Yes. The Kingdom of God is the place where God is King. It is God's domain. When a person is in the Kingdom of Go
d they do not struggle to obey God. It is their essential nature to obey. The will of God is done IN THEM as it is in Heave
n. The Kingdom of God is not some mystical place that people get into by saying the sinners prayer, etc.; it is a place wh
ere God rules absolutely. This is why I tie in all the examples of the Tabernacle (mobile King's palace), Temple (perman
ant King's palace), etc. to the Acts 2 event. When God came in Israel to take His throne and rule among His people Isra
el, there was an ABSOLUTE expectation that they obey Him or He simply rolled out! The glory departed. Why? Because
the Kingdom of God can only ever be where God is ruling and reigning in an absolute sense. If a Christian won't obey G
od, why should the devil obey the Christian? In other words, Christians say they are hounded by the Devil and by sin, bu
t it is because they refuse often times to submit to God. Lot of people calling themselves Christians, but have no idea tha
t a Christian is a person that obeys God from the heart as a matter of course and natural desire. They don't have to take
themselves by the scruff of the neck or fast for ten years to get themselves to obey. God WORKS in them both to WIll an
d to DO His good pleasure. If that is not our reality, we are not in the kindom of God no matter how much we quote script
ure verses, speak in tongues or anything else. I don't put a lot of stock in tongues because I have seen way too many pe
ople that spoke in tongues or even gave messages in tongues that fell away from the faith, etc.
6. Yes. Jesus Christ is the author and the finisher of everyones faith. Keep that clear. We learn of this in Hebrews 12:23
where we have this phrase, "To the general assembly and church of the firstborn, which are written in heaven, and to Go
d the Judge of all, and to the spirits of just men made perfect...," The spirits of men that are justied by faith are made per
fect. I think his is what happened to all O.T. saints and if a person, such as the thief on the cross, cries out for mercy at t
he last moment then the author and finisher of our faith will 'make perfect' the spirit of that just man or woman. If God rai
ses the person off their death bed after confessing Christ, as the old timers would say, then they will get up and serve G
od and go on with God and all He has for them. If not, they were never sincerly repentant to begin with and may very wel
l be lost. It is a hard saying, but there it is.
I hope that helps clear up a bit of what I see happening at this juncture in my understanding. Blessings.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 8:14
Hi Awakened,

Quote:
-------------------------I think I have already heard you state yes to most of these above in subsequent posts but I am truly wanting to understand with clari
ty your position, without a whole lot more explanation.
-------------------------

Per question:
1. Yes. There is no other reference to being baptized with or in the Spirit in the Book of Acts or the latter parts of the Gos
pels that would correlate to being baptized into His one body, baptized into His death, or buried with Him in baptism. Pau
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l says there is one Baptism (Ephesians 4:5). The Ephesian twelve had had two water baptisms and one Spirit baptism. It
is my view that there is only one Baptism to which all others are types. That Baptism, in my view, took place on the Day
of Pentecost. If we make up a fourth baptism, that I have viewed as a 'secret' baptism then we have done so in similar w
ay to those that invented the secret rapture.
-------------------------

Robert, given nothing to support a second water baptism and knowing that the baptism of Jesus Christ was of His Holy
Spirit and that by His Name and the laying of hands it could be administered, why assume Paul water baptized them or
even had to before the Holy Spirit came "upon" them??
Re: , on: 2012/10/31 8:27
RW said:
Quote:
------------------------- these believers in Christ, having repented and cast off and confessed all known sin, were JUSTIFIED by faith as surely as Abraha
m, Moses, David, John the Baptist or the thief on the cross. When Paul laid hands on them they received the Spirit, that is, they were baptized into the
Body of Christ, buried with him in baptism unto death, dead to sin, no longer in the flesh but in the Spirit, had BEGUN in the Spirit (Galatians 3:3) and c
ould now bear the Fruit of the Spirit unto holiness and be led of the Spirit so as to be sons of God of whom Christ would not have to be ashamed to call
them brethren. (Hebrews 2:11).
-------------------------

Very well said.
Perhaps you could gather up all these fragments here and more and write another book entitling it, "Are you REALLY bo
rn again?"

Re: , on: 2012/10/31 8:40
Coref said:
Quote:
------------------------- why assume Paul water baptized them or even had to before the Holy Spirit came "upon" them??
-------------------------

Probably because it's written that he did in Acts 19:5 "When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus."
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and proph
esied.
He probably didn't have to water baptize them before hand, but because their whole make up surrounding John's baptis
m it was probably needful to get their minds turned around to Jesus. John was telling people that they should not believe
in him as their Messiah but to believe in the One that should come after him. I think it was necessary to dis-spell any ide
as that the followers of John might have thought about him. These disciples no doubt had this mindset. No doubt that Ap
ollos had the same run in when he met Aquila and Priscilla, because his tune changed later expounding to the Jews that
Jesus was Christ. Before that, he was preaching of the one that was still coming, but had already came, died and resurr
ected, to which Aquila and Priscilla showed him a more perfect way.

Side note: He himself did not water baptize them (probably Barnabas or Silas), for he himself baptized a couple of peopl
e 1 Corinthians 1:14 I thank God that I baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius; 16 And I baptized also the househo
ld of Stephanas: besides, I know not whether I baptized any other.
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Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2012/10/31 8:54
Interestingly enough, the Nazarene are very strong in believing that the work of sanctification is almost synonymous with
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. They do not focus much at all on the Acts 2 manifestations, but do focus strongly on pow
er and grace to overcome sin.
I was just at a meeting last night where a Nazarene preacher laid out this doctrine very plainly. The only problem I had
with it was that it seemed that if he had not already held that doctrinal position, he would not have seen in the scripture h
e used the points that he made. However, he is a strong man of God, as far as I know lives a very holy life, and bears m
uch fruit for the kingdom. Praise God for this man. I was very much blessed by his ministry and the presence of God w
as strong in the meeting. Yet, I am not sure I agree with him doctrinally. Isn't it great that God does not require that we
have our doctrine totally straight before He will move in and through us.
I think Robert has a really valid point in that we have tended in modern Pentecost to reduce the baptism of the Holy Spiri
t to an experience in which we pray in tongues. While I believe that praying in tongues is important, it is only part of wha
t the Holy Spirit does. I would not say it is more or less important than the other functions, but it has a different purpose i
n that it is on a personal level and its benefits are for the particular believer more than for ministry, while messages in to
ngues with interpretation are only one of nine gifts listed in 1 Cor., and is only one of several more manifestations of the
Spirit given in other books as well.
Being baptized in the Holy Spirit should produce, in the life of a believer, a power to overcome sin that has never been p
resent before. It should yield believers who walk in the Spirit rather than in the flesh. The change should be substantive
and visible.
To give a bit of opinion on some questions, I have come to see the rebirth as the point of regeneration of man's spirit. A
death to the old man and a life in Christ. Based on Jesus discourse with Nicodemus in John 3, Jesus statement that "if
any man would come after me, let him first deny himself and take up his cross...", and on Paul's statements in Romans 6
, I cannot separate, in my mind, the work of justification from the work of regeneration. I am compelled to put them toget
her under the banner of salvation and say it is a package deal. To me, sanctification is a work of God, a setting apart of
ourselves to be wholly His, that comes when we make the decision by faith to turn from our own ways and follow Christ.
Perhaps this is the reason I believe that we have made salvation too cheap, and many have come to see it as an eternal
fire escape rather than a total commitment of their life to Christ. Salvation is free, Yes, in that we cannot earn it or pay fo
r it. But it is not free in that we cannot simply pick it up along with the other goodies as we might pick up a free give-a-w
ay at a vendors table at a sales expo. To obtain Christ we must give ourselves to Him.
This does not mean that we become perfect in our soul and our flesh all at once. There is a process in which the Lord s
ays, "I don't yet have that part of you. I want that too.", and we are faced with the reality of our sanctification in action rat
her than simply in sentiment. ...even your sanctification, that ye (do these things)...
It is the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit that empowers us to live and walk in sanctification. This is why I believe th
e Acts 2 experience was never meant by God to be optional equipment for a believer. All believers should be filled with t
he Holy Spirit.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 9:07
by Approved on 2012/10/31 5:40:28
Coref said:
Quote:
------------------------- why assume Paul water baptized them or even had to before the Holy Spirit came "upon" them??
-------------------------

Probably because it's written that he did in Acts 19:5 "When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus."
6 And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and proph
esied.
He probably didn't have to water baptize them before hand, but because their whole make up surrounding John's baptis
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m it was probably needful to get their minds turned around to Jesus. John was telling people that they should not believe
in him as their Messiah but to believe in the One that should come after him. I think it was necessary to dis-spell any ide
as that the followers of John might have thought about him. These disciples no doubt had this mindset. No doubt that Ap
ollos had the same run in when he met Aquila and Priscilla, because his tune changed later expounding to the Jews that
Jesus was Christ. Before that, he was preaching of the one that was still coming, but had already came, died and resurr
ected, to which Aquila and Priscilla showed him a more perfect way.
-------------------------

Should we also assume that's what happen at the house Cornelius? Because of the account, I fail to see any need to ad
d the word "" in this __even if Paul did water baptize them simply because we DON"T have to assume such.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 9:12
by twayneb on 2012/10/31 5:54:52
Interestingly enough, the Nazarene are very strong in believing that the work of sanctification is almost synonymous with
the baptism of the Holy Spirit. They do not focus much at all on the Acts 2 manifestations, but do focus strongly on
power and grace to overcome sin.
-------------------------

Since Jesus destroyed the power of sin indicates to me, we don't have to but rather it is our flesh and its demands it plac
es upon us that needs be overcome. Jesus showed us how that was done we need to learn.

Re: , on: 2012/10/31 9:15
Quote:
------------------------- I fail to see any need to add the word "" in this
-------------------------

I apologize for this, I wasn't adding it to the verse, I was merely emphasizing that Paul baptized them afterward. I correc
ted the previous post by adding so that no one will think that I was adding to the scriptures. Thanks for pointing that out
to me brother.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 9:21
by Approved on 2012/10/31 6:15:45

Quote:
------------------------- I fail to see any need to add the word "" in this
-------------------------

I apologize for this, I wasn't adding it to the verse, I was merely emphasizing that Paul baptized them afterward. I correc
ted the previous post by adding so that no one will think that I was adding to the scriptures. Thanks for pointing that out
to me brother.
-------------------------

No worries, Bro. It wasn't my intent for that reason to point it out. but rather why you added it period. Why assume such
when it isn't necessary nor suggested from context. That is why I mentioned the house of Cornelius account that it can b
e compared to.. They weren't "water" baptized until AFTERWARDS.
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Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/31 9:27
Hi CroRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Robert, given nothing to support a second water baptism and knowing that the baptism of Jesus Christ was of His Holy Spirit and th
at by His Name and the laying of hands it could be administered, why assume Paul water baptized them or even had to before the Holy Spirit came "u
pon" them??
-------------------------

And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. (Acts 19:3)
This was their first water baptism, presumably administered by Apollos. Paul then explains that baptism and followed it
with:
When they heard , they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts 19:5)
This is baptism in water #2.
And when Paul had laid hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied
. (Acts 19:6)
This is baptism in the Holy Spirit (baptism #3) as paralleled by the events in Acts 2:4 and defined by Jesus:
For John truly baptized with water; but you shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. (Acts 1:5)
So their Acts 1:5-2:4 experience was all played out in Acts 19:1-6. It is my view that they were justified by faith when the
met Paul, had believed, but had NOT received. Otherwise, why did Paul ask them? They could not have possibly had an
experience so profound that they were new creatures in Christ, no longer in the flesh but in the Spirit, crucified with Chris
t, etc., and not know it. This is where I think the error is. People are taught to 'reckon' themselves dead to sin, 'reckon' thi
s and that and yet there is no basis for their reckoning. I may write a check 'reckoning' that I have $100 in the bank, but
unless a deposit had been made, there is no justification for reckoning it and the check is going to bounce. We risk floodi
ng Christendom with a lot of hot checks by not asking folks, "have you received SINCE you believed?" How can a dema
nd be made on an experience that never took place? So folk strain real hard and turn all red in the face trying to weird o
ut and 'reckon' by faith something that they never had deposited. This is why I believe the masses live lives very similar t
o sinners. They don't need more teaching- they need to be asked 19:1ff. Paul was a master theologian and did not sugg
est to them they had a 'secret' experience based on logical deductions of proof texts; but he wanted to know if they KNE
W they had received. Hope that helps. Blessings.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 9:36
by RobertW on 2012/10/31 6:27:32
Hi CroRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Robert, given nothing to support a second water baptism and knowing that the baptism of Jesus Christ was of His Holy Spirit and th
at by His Name and the laying of hands it could be administered, why assume Paul water baptized them or even had to before the Holy Spirit came "u
pon" them??
-------------------------

And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism. (Acts 19:3)
This was their first water baptism, presumably administered by Apollos. Paul then explains that baptism and followed it
with:
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When they heard , they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. (Acts 19:5)
This is baptism in water #2.
-------------------------

Again, why assume it when there is no reason to?
Paul asked because he knew there was MORE they had not received that would be of great significance in their ministry
. Do you honestly believe that they needed another water baptism __to prove anything to Paul?? Paul only asked, "since
you BELIEVED". Believed what? Paul already assumed they would know it was Jesus he was referring to..
Re: , on: 2012/10/31 9:43
Quote:
------------------------- That is why I mentioned the house of Cornelius account that it can be compared to.. There weren't "water" baptized until AFTERW
ARDS.
-------------------------

I see what your saying. Didn't quite understand your previous question, but it's now more plain.
I truly do not have a concrete answer to give, I can only speculate.
Though I have been baptized in Jesus name, I have never taken real stock in it until I was baptized with the Holy Ghost.
I went into the water and came up wet. To me it was just a rite, a ritual. But when I was baptized with the Holy Spirit, that
was a different story.
So when I read about Cornelius Household being filled with the Spirit without first being baptized in water, I thought the
whole process to be natural that God sees the Baptism with the Holy Spirit to be more paramount than baptism in water.
Since this was the first gentiles to be saved, this gives me hints of why Paul makes the distinction, "My Gospel" in a few
places. The revelation that God gave to him for the gentiles, might have excluded the use of water baptism as a rite that
had to die so that our emphasis could be on the Spirit baptism hence why he says One Lord, One Faith, and One Baptis
m.

side note: Peter had to be the first to introduce the gospel to the gentiles because he had been given the keys of the kin
gdom. His job was to unlock the classes that separated the Jews from the Samaritans and the Gentile world. His task w
as completed at Cornelius house, he than fades away into legend, while Paul now takes the centre stage.
All speculation brother.
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/10/31 9:52
Thanks Robert for patiently answering the 6 points put by awakened. Given the condition of the church in many places a
nd the fact that we are nearing the end of this age it must be wise to understand, even from a personal position, what tru
ly constitutes being born again; without which we all agree that we will not see God. Even though I have met G W North
at his Â“menÂ’s conferenceÂ” in the 1980Â’s and have therefore heard him preach and teach up close and personal I ne
ver discerned anything about him which gave me cause for concern. I should say however that I didnÂ’t comprehend the
Â“One BaptismÂ” teaching as to its meaning in terms of new birth. The book One Baptism was written in the early seven
ties and so it predates the article that you posted here on this thread by nearly three decades; and which presents the sa
me belief or teaching. In fact the structure of that article is very similar to Pastor NorthÂ’s own structure in the last chapte
r of that book.
The implication that I spoke about earlier in this thread wasnÂ’t just an implication that some younger believers especiall
y might be troubled by this idea of Â“Pentecostal regenerationÂ”, nor was it a substantive concern about pressing into h
eresy by making an unreasonable separation between justification, which must follow conviction of sin, as well as faith in
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the sufferings and resurrection of Christ, and regeneration as a conscious experience which cannot be anything other th
an evident in a complete change of character and life. It was more especially to do with the possibility that the distinction
could lead some brethren to settle for being justified and yet equally settle for no real Â“God ConsciousnessÂ” and there
fore see no need to desire or even expect any fruit arising from a new life. If one can be justified in the same way Abrah
am was, as has been stated, and yet not be born again, as a formal doctrine, this idea would necessarily lend itself to th
e wicked man who for whatever reason believes himself to be a justified sinner. However it has come about, this is defini
tely what has happened and it is near epidemic amongst believers.
I accept that your continuous efforts have put that Â“self justificationÂ” to bed. It cannot be true and it is not true. It may
help to put something in a way that paraphrases something I once read. Â“God deals with realities. He isnÂ’t concerned
in presenting truth from a manÂ’s perspective; He presents truth from His own perspective. The reality of Truth is not Go
dward, but towards man. It is GodÂ’s ways presented to men, and which are true in Him, not Truth presented to God by
man and which are therefore true in man.Â”
I appreciate your efforts Robert and the sincerity in which you have wrestled with your understanding of the reality of the
churches in many places. Pastor NorthÂ’s teaching that the only baptism which Â“fitsÂ” the meaning of Â“One BaptismÂ
” in Ephesians 4 being the same indumenta of power arising from being born from on high, is an undoubted challenge to
me although I have said previously that I have no difficulty in believing that the Apostles and the others of the 120 were
born again by that means. Though this lack of difficulty has to do with the Â“time lineÂ” of events surrounding the work o
f The Lord Jesus Himself. (Birth, Life, Death, Burial, descending in Hell, raised from the dead, witnessed by over 500 per
sons, especially the Apostles, ascended into Heaven, The Lamb newly slain seating down at the right Hand of The Fath
er. I think this is going to be something I will have to wrestle with for some time before I have clarity and therefore the po
ssibility of Â“being fully persuadedÂ”. But it is in any event a blessing to be sharing and receiving in this way the things o
f God.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 9:56
by Approved on 2012/10/31 6:43:03

Quote:
------------------------- That is why I mentioned the house of Cornelius account that it can be compared to.. There weren't "water" baptized until AFTERW
ARDS.
-------------------------

I see what your saying. Didn't quite understand your previous question, but it's now more plain.
I truly do not have a concrete answer to give, I can only speculate.
Though I have been baptized in Jesus name, I have never taken real stock in it until I was baptized with the Holy Ghost.
I went into the water and came up wet. To me it was just a rite, a ritual. But when I was baptized with the Holy Spirit, that
was a different story.
So when I read about Cornelius Household being filled with the Spirit without first being baptized in water, I thought the
whole process to be natural that God sees the Baptism with the Holy Spirit to be more paramount than baptism in water.
Since this was the first gentiles to be saved, this gives me hints of why Paul makes the distinction, "My Gospel" in a few
places. The revelation that God gave to him for the gentiles, might have excluded the use of water baptism as a rite that
had to die so that our emphasis could be on the Spirit baptism hence why he says One Lord, One Faith, and One Baptis
m.
-------------------------

Quote:
-------------------------side note: Peter had to be the first to introduce the gospel to the gentiles because he had been given the keys of the kingdom. His j
ob was to unlock the classes that separated the Jews from the Samaritans and the Gentile world. His task was completed at Cornelius house, he than
fades away into legend, while Paul now takes the centre stage.
All speculation brother.
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-------------------------

Not really, Bro. You're OK. The accounts speak for themselves. We have many more letters from Paul as a result then we do from Peter. That should
say something, eh?
"One Baptism" to me, is an "singleness of mind" attitude rather being something we need to labor over for understanding for fear we not don't have it f
or our salvation. That simply is not good thinking since Jesus in so many instances gets thing "all out of wack" in the way we think things need be done
. Forget it. Remember the thief on the cross? Whatta you do with that?

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 10:18
I believe the biggest reason for confusion in all this is unbelief. Most come into these issues with minds already made up
in someway 'mentally' engineered that handicap them to their long established doctrines. It's tough to break through that
when sufficient commentaries, viewed as gospel, are out which contribute greatly to their handicap __and for the same r
eason.
. . . to which I say throw them out__read your Bible__and write your own commentary.
Re: , on: 2012/10/31 10:36
Quote:
------------------------- I believe the biggest reason for confusion in all this is unbelief.
-------------------------

B.I.N.G.O

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/10/31 10:39
LOL!! . . I believe it is true.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/31 10:49
Hi CroRef,

Quote:
-------------------------Again, why assume it when there is no reason to?
Paul asked because he knew there was MORE they had not received that would be of great significance in their ministry. Do you honestly believe that
they needed another water baptism __to prove anything to Paul?? Paul only asked, "since you BELIEVED". Believed what? Paul already assumed the
y would know it was Jesus he was referring to..
-------------------------

It is my view that the most probable reason why they were RE-baptized in water, is because they were baptized accordi
ng to John's baptism after John's ministry had been superseded by Christ's. It was past its sell by date and yet had been
employed by Apollos. Paul does not condemn them for doing this, but rather perfects what they had learned and done. t
hey were on the right track, but needed to be baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus, that is with His name called over t
hem as evidence that they had surrendered to and believed Christ. I'm not sure if thats the answer you were looking for.
Blessings.
Re: - posted by RobertW (), on: 2012/10/31 10:52
Andrew's,

Quote:
-------------------------But it is in any event a blessing to be sharing and receiving in this way the things of God.
-------------------------

Amen dear brother. It has been a pleasure to discuss it all. I pray the Lord will continue to give us more light on these gr
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eat subjects. As Paul once said, 'we know in part...' (WKIP). Blessings. Robert

Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2012/10/31 13:25
Quote:
-------------------------1. Do you believe that a person is baptized into Christ when they have the experience outlined in the book of Acts, which is commo
nly referred to as the "Baptism of the Holy Spirit". NOTE: I am saying baptized WITH the Holy Spirit, not INTO. I have read several people here change
these words to read, "baptized INTO the Holy Spirit".
2. If the above answer is yes, and I think you have said this many times, are you therefore stating that when a person receives a similar "Acts 2" outpo
uring of the Holy Spirit in their life, that it is at this point they are born again?
3. Do you also believe that a person can be saved (justified) but not yet born again? And the way they become born again is to be "baptized into Christ
" which in your view is what the disciples received on the day of Pentecost.
4. Do you also believe that those people who are saved by faith are not yet born again by the Holy Spirit? That step one is being saved and step 2 is b
eing born again? And do you believe that the way a person knows that they have arrived at step 2, "born again" is by having an unmistakable, distinct
experience akin to book of Acts 2 outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.
5. Do you also believe that those who are saved by faith, but not yet born again are not actually a part of the Kingdom of God?
6. Do you also believe that all those who are saved by faith, will automatically become "born again" eventually because they are the elect and are pred
estined to enter the Kingdom of God?
-------------------------

Dear Saints,
Perhaps this forum thread is coming to a close soon. I do not want to contribute too much into some of the profitable dis
cussions but wanted to make my view clear for some saints. I want to respond quickly to this dear brothers questions ab
ove in relation to the holy spirit and salvation.

1. Yes and No, When a person is born-again and experiences a new birth experience he does receive the holy spirit im
mediately yet a more manifest baptism of the spirit experience can happen afterwards. I believe each believer will receiv
e these baptisms throughout their walk with Christ the terminology is al the same: Baptism of the Spirit, Filling of the Spi
rit, etc
2. It can be their conversion experience but for many they will not speak in tongues but still be genuinely born-again of th
e Spirit. A more clear indicator of being born-again is 2 timothy 2:19 holiness of life: Nevertheless, God's solid foundatio
n stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name
of the Lord must turn away from wickedness."
3. No, if a person is justified he is saved, if he is justified he has the new birth experience, if he is justified he has the hol
y spirit.
4. No, if a person has saving faith he has the new birth and the holy spirit.
5. No, if a person is saved by faith he is born again and if he is saved by faith he is part of the kingdom of God already.
6. No, being saved by faith is being born-again, it is a synonomus term. And if you are born-again you are the elect and
predestinated in Christ for all the promises of God.
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Re: - posted by Heydave (), on: 2012/10/31 14:29
Travis - Thank you for your insights into these doctrines from your own experience. It was helpul to understand the back
ground. How you stated your understnding of salvation and regeneration is also how I see it.
Awakened has highlightened some important concerns regarding the 'one baptism' position that RobertW has laid out.
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2012/10/31 19:58
Heydave: Thank you brother for the encouragement. I agree totally with Robert when he said W.K.I.P.. We indeed kno
w in part. I think I am pretty secure in my understanding of many doctrines. And yet, I am always challenged by other b
elievers and have, at times, had to admit that I was a little misguided in my ideas and opinions. So it goes with all of us
as every joint supplies and the body grows up into maturity. When we can have candid discussions as the one that has
happened here, it sharpens us and helps us to grow. I have been blessed by this thread. My wife and I left the meeting
last night having a lengthy discussion of the nature of salvation, sanctification, the baptism of the Holy Spirit, and the nat
ure of these works. Yet we did not have to have the mechanics all figured out in order to put faith in the work of Christ fo
r our salvation, and we knew beyond a doubt that we were born again and children of God as His Spirit bore witness in o
ur hearts. Praise God for that!!!!

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/11/1 2:05
1 Corinthians 12:3 Wherefore I give you to understand , that no man speaking by (()) the Spirit of God calleth Jesu
s accursed : and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord , but by the Holy Ghost .
Strong's Greek Dictionary
1722. en
Search for G1722 in KJVSL
en en en
a primary preposition denoting (fixed) position (in place, time or state), and (by implication) instrumentality (medially or c
onstructively), i.e. a relation of rest (intermediate between 1519 and 1537); "in," at, (up-)on, by, etc.:--about, after, agains
t, + almost, X altogether, among, X as, at, before, between, (here-)by (+ all means), for (... sake of), + give self wholly to,
(here-)in(-to, -wardly), X mightily, (because) of, (up-)on, (open-)ly, X outwardly, one, X quickly, X shortly, (speedi-)ly, X th
at, X there(-in, -on), through(-out), (un-)to(-ward), under, when, where(-with), while, with(-in). Often used in compounds,
with substantially the same import; rarely with verbs of motion, and then not to indicate direction, except (elliptically) by a
separate (and different) preposition.
See Greek 1519
See Greek 1537
Between these two; Strong's Greek Dictionary
1519. eis
Search for G1519 in KJVSL
eiV eis ice
a primary preposition; to or into (indicating the point reached or entered), of place, time, or (figuratively) purpose (result,
etc.); also in adverbial phrases:--(abundant-)ly, against, among, as, at, (back-)ward, before, by, concerning, + continual,
+ far more exceeding, for (intent, purpose), fore, + forth, in (among, at, unto, -so much that, -to), to the intent that, + of o
ne mind, + never, of, (up-)on, + perish, + set at one again, (so) that, therefore(-unto), throughout, til, to (be, the end, -war
d), (here-)until(-to), ...ward, (where-)fore, with. Often used in composition with the same general import, but only with ver
bs (etc.) expressing motion (literally or figuratively).
Strong's Greek Dictionary
1537. ek
Search for G1537 in KJVSL
ek ek ek or ex ex
a primary preposition denoting origin (the point whence action or motion proceeds), from, out (of place, time, or cause; lit
eral or figurative; direct or remote):--after, among, X are, at, betwixt(-yond), by (the means of), exceedingly, (+ abundantl
y above), for(- th), from (among, forth, up), + grudgingly, + heartily, X heavenly, X hereby, + very highly, in, ...ly, (becaus
e, by reason) of, off (from), on, out among (from, of), over, since, X thenceforth, through, X unto, X vehemently, with(-out
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). Often used in composition, with the same general import; often of completion.
Not just by the Spirit but "in", and incompassing all that the Holy Spirit is and does. The new birthed or rebirthed or born
again from above etc. is the incorruptable Seed of the Father the living Word, Jesus Christ the Lord, by which no man ca
n say that Jesus Christ is all the above primary prepositions with all their tenses pointing to the Christ that is born again i
n us and being able to say that Jesus Christ is Lord by the Holy Spirit that has to be in us also or we cannot say He is Lo
rd.
The whole bucket of Grace by Faith is of God through Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit in us. Signed, sopken,
by the Chief Justice, sealed by His spoken decreed One The Holy Spirit, this believer is justified, saved, made righteous
by the life of Christ birthed in him, all wisdom given by the MInd of Christ and the great Teacher the Parakleet the Holy S
pirit bringing all to mind what Jesus has Said and even the things we don't understand, He the Holy Spirit will reveal all t
hings to us. Making us by the Decree of God the Father by His Seed, (sperma) of God birthing His Son Jesus Christ in
us, of whom we now have His Spirit as our Spirit and His MInd as our Mind.
This is all done at one time or in the first place if the Holy Spirit was not given at rebirth we could not even call Jesus Chr
ist the Son of God or Lord, for this can only be accomplished by the Holy Spirit, sent from God the Father by the Son's P
rayer, answered beyond our greatest dreams.
Sanctification begins at birth and ends in eternity in the Father's House as His purchased, paid for offspring and sons' an
d daughters of God our Father and joint heirs with His only begotten Son and temple of His Holy Spirit, ever learning and
Loving God.
When God decided to dump the whole bucket of Grace through Faith in this sinner, I received all that God will use to ma
ke me a son fit for His House on resurrection day.
Galatians 2:16-21 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we h
ave believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the w
orks of the law shall no flesh be justified. But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we ourselves also are found sinn
ers, is therefore Christ the minister of sin? God forbid. For if I build again the things which I destroyed, I make myself a tr
ansgressor. For I through the law am dead to the law, that I might live unto God. I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless
I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who lo
ved me, and gave himself for me. I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness come by the law, then Christ is
dead in vain.
1 Corinthians 1:30-31 But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and s
anctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.
Colossians 1:27-29 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles
; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom;
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which
worketh in me mightily.
1CoÂ 3:16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
1CoÂ 3:17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye ar
e.
1CoÂ 6:19 What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and
ye are not your own?
All of this is what we are baptized into One Spirit His Body the Church, it does not come in parts and pieces, it is all ther
e at birth, but the Holy Spirit sanctifies and teaches and uses each one as He sees' fit. Each part of the Body just as Go
d wants it.
In Christ: IN The Holy Spirit, and the Father making His abode also with us IN the Son, The whole God Head in us as Fa
ther, Son and Holy Spirit: I truly am an offspring of My Father and God: His plan before the foundation of the world, Eph
1:4. Amen
WOW, what a plan; Amen
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Phillip
Re: , on: 2012/11/1 11:21
Admin Greg said:
Quote:
------------------------- When a person is born-again and experiences a new birth experience he does receive the Holy Spirit immediately yet a more manif
est baptism of the Spirit experience can happen afterwards.
-------------------------

I'll probably get black balled for saying this, but I am shocked that you would write that.
The "Certain disciples" that Paul found while trekking around Ephesus didn't even ask them if they believed in Jesus. He
went right to the heart of the matter, "Have you received the Holy Ghost SINCE you believed?".
He didn't say, "I know that we all receive a measure of the Holy Spirit when we repent and give our lives over to the Lord
, but I am not talking about that first workings, I am talking about the second blessing, have you received that?"
He didn't say that, but that is certainly what your saying.
Acts 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.
Acts 19:3 And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized? And they said, Unto John's baptism.
They no doubt had told Paul that they were baptized, hence the question, "Unto what then were you baptized?".
Notice how Paul questions them, he is basically saying, If you were baptized, where is the Holy Ghost? And they said, "
We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost".
If those certain disciples had received even a portion of the Holy Ghost for their so called "born again experience", why a
sk the question if they received the Holy Ghost?
Wouldn't it be better to encourage people to ask for the Holy Spirit as Jesus gave the examples when He says,
Luke 11:11 If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for
a fish give him a serpent?
Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Fa
ther give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?
Ask and ye shall receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and the door shall be opened unto you.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/11/1 11:53
by Approved on 2012/11/1 8:21:23
Acts 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.
-------------------------

Paul was asking if they had received the "Baptism of Jesus Christ", JTB spoke of.
Since Paul knew they were disciples who were not to begin their ministry without receiving it that he might have wondere
d, 'How come you did and gotten this far without the anointing'. . "Unto what then were you baptized?" to which they repli
ed: ". . Unto John's baptism""And we have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost".
Regardless of whether or not these disciples received anything before hand is of little relevance when considering their
obedience to what they assumed was the message of John, before anyone was born again, and certainly before Pentec
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ost. This is what Peter said that makes me believe when Paul laid hands on them, there was no hesitancy in the Lord fo
r what then instantly happened:
". . . we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given TO THEM THAT OBEY
HIM". Acts 5:32 (KJV)

Re: , on: 2012/11/1 13:27
Mark said:
Quote:
------------------------- Perhaps we will never really know the answer to when each of these groups was actually born again/saved.
-------------------------

Perhaps not brother. Mark my reply is not directed at you, I am merely using your words from your post. :-)
Now, lets turn the tables around a bit.
Most everyone believes that when one believes, repents, and gives their life over to the Lord that they are born again.
Lets also say that one is born again without having received the Holy Ghost. Taking the words of Admin Greg, he said th
at "being saved by faith is being born-again". But that doesn't mean that one receives the Holy Spirit.
It's only an assumption that the Holy Spirit is there upon being born again, as is those that don't subscribe to the baptism
of Promise to be the born again experience as being an assumption. Both of us see two different workings, yet one of us
is wrong, or we could be both wrong, or we could be both right.
Lets say that I am in complete agreement, we are one in our union regarding this matter.
Now, Lets say, IF being born again is by a silent working of the Holy Ghost, then (here is my question) why do those wh
o are in these groups do not seek the Baptism of the Holy Ghost?
When I mention the Baptism of the Holy Ghost among the Baptists lets say, and I will use the vernacular, "Second Blessi
ng", why do the eyes roll, or a non verbal disgust? If the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is the "Second Blessing", why is it no
t sought amongst this group?
Re: To sum up and what I have learned from starting this thread, on: 2012/11/1 13:53
Brothers and sisters,
Since I started this thread I believe that I have a responsibility to speak to it further and maybe bring this to a close. I wa
nt to leave these final comments, NOT to correct any others here but to leave a clear trail of sound doctrine to any who
might stumble onto my thread in the days and maybe even years to come, especially newly saved believers.
I asked the question about the apostles and the Ephesus disciples as to when they were born again. I never imagined I
would see so much vociferous discussion about this topic.
1) Salvation = Born Again. What I have learned is that there are unorthodox views that separate justification by faith (sal
vation) from being born again and considers these as two separate states. With the second state, born again, being the
state whereby a person enters the Kingdom of God. It is my view as well as almost every single preacher on this website
, that this is wrong teaching. That in fact that salvation and born again are one and the same thing. Dear believer, if you
have repented and are trusting by faith in the finished work of the Christ Jesus on the cross and have the witness that yo
u are saved but come here and read these unorthodox views, I pray that you will not be confused and fearful that you ar
e not yet born again. Let me say it plainly. If this be the case, and if you are SAVED by faith in Christ Jesus, you are inde
ed born again. You do not need to wait until you receive the outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon you as experienced sever
al times by believers in the book of Acts.
Here is a helpful article by Zac Poonen: http://www.cfcindia.com/web/mainpages/a_clear_gospel_message.php
2) The Baptism of the Holy Spirit. After or at the same time a person is born again, and only once their heart is sufficientl
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y prepared, the Lord Jesus Himself wants to Baptize them WITH the Holy Spirit. Some will try to teach that this is the sa
me thing as being baptized INTO Christ, which happens when we are born again and become children of God. They are
two separate things and should never be confused. The words used by Jesus are for those who are saved to go on with
God and receive a Baptism by the Holy Spirit. This would be the Spirit coming UPON the disciples, not into the disciples
per se. We use the term today, "baptized" but as brother Zac teaches so clearly, this is not what the original text suggest
s...it actually means to be immersed by the Holy Spirit, as in standing under the deluge of the water fall. Both these broth
ers state that this is the Holy Spirit coming UPON and should not be confused with the new birth.
Here are some helpful sermons and articles:
Paris Reidhead: https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/myvideo/photo.php?lid=2969
Zac Poonen: https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=23346
http://www.cfcindia.com/web/mainpages/articles.php?display=article16
3) God has much more for us than we can possibly understand. Paris Reidhead said it so well, in dispelling the wrong te
aching that when we are born again, we get all there is to get of God. This is from the sermon I pasted above starting at
about the 7 minute mark.
"I was told years ago at since the Spirit of God came into us at the new birth and since God is a person we got all there i
s to get of God at salvation (new birth)...and the consequence was that we would hear something like this ' since a perso
n cannot come in parts, you got all there was to get of God, all He is asking now is just for Him to get more of you.Â’ I n
ever get around to asking the question, Â‘since the Spirit of God cannot come in parts, how can I go in parts, how can I
give more of me?Â’
Regardless, that was what we were taught and that was what we preached. And it is quite enough to preach it as long a
s your heart is not hungering for God. But when the Spirit of God begins to stir you with a hunger from Himself and for Hi
mself, and you go to the Word of God and begin to study the word and read the Word and find out what the Word has to
say, you discover some interesting things.
For instance, you discover that the Holy Spirit was in Christ, for if He wasnÂ’t then He wasnÂ’t God. For from His birth h
e was indwelt by the fullness of the Godhead bodily. So that at the very time that the Holy Spirit was IN our Lord Jesus C
hrist, He came UPON our Lord Jesus Christ.
Well what do we learn? We learn that you cannot apply those rules that are true of human personality...to God. You see,
Â“God the Holy Spirit IN Christ while He came UPON ChristÂ”Â…once and for all does away with that teaching that say
s that when you were born again you got all there was to get of God. You didnÂ’t. Oh well in a sense you did - everythin
g that belongs to the children of God became yours in that sense that you were born into His family, but it didnÂ’t all com
e to you at once and we will discover that there are many blessing that, after weÂ’ve been baptized with the Holy Spirit, t
hat God has provided for them that love Him, and we will have to meet Him in terms of that particular need and that parti
cular desire.
But still, the point that I'm making is that the dispensationists of which I was one, very active and vociferous - were quite i
ncorrect when we said that since He comes at the new birth you get all there is to get of God. Not true.Â”
Now, in summary. All of this is great doctine, but we must yield ourselves to the Holy Spirit and hunger after Him. As we
do that, the Holy Spirit will continue to be poured out over us and we will continue to be filled with the Holy Spirit, so that
we continue to live a Godly life and so that we will be endured with power for service - to take the gospel of the Lord Jes
us into all the world.
In Him,
Mark
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Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/11/1 14:06
Why did Jesus call Paul? To reveal that He Jesus was in Paul that Paul might reveal this mystery to the Church, the bo
dy of Christ. This mystery that no one knew, even though the born again mystery had already happened at Pentecost, y
et they did not have an understanding in their minds what had happened. The same is true of the Holy Spirit, they who
were there and saw and felt the wind and saw the tongues of fire, knew something had happened, the Holy Spirit workin
g in them gave all those standing there the unction by them speaking to all who were standing there, understanding in th
eir own language which those Galalians were speaking which they knew was not possible. Yet, it was true what speakin
g could be understood in their own tongue.
Then Peter; Acts 2:14 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judae
a, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:
They had no understanding of Christ in them or what had happened or who the Holy Spirit was. Only those (Peter)that h
eard Jesus pray to the Father, of whom the baptism would come from. "he shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and wit
h fire:" Thus the question by Paul "have you received the Holy Spirit? If they believed who does it take for them to belie
ve that Jesus is Lord? Jesus chose Paul to reveal all this to those that were being added to the Church daily.
Galatians 1:15-16 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his grace, To
reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood:
Then after three years with Jesus Himself, Paul went straight to Peter to reveal the truth of the Holy Spirit and Christ in H
im.
Galatians 2:20 I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now liv
e in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me.
Then the revelation, the Mystery.
Colossians 1:25-29 Whereof I am made a minister, according to the dispensation of God which is given to me for you, t
o fulfil the word of God; Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but now is made manife
st to his saints: To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; whi
ch is Christ in you, the hope of glory: Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that
we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus: Whereunto I also labour, striving according to his working, which wor
keth in me mightily.
Our spirit is saved completely, for it is the Spirit of Christ in us. Our soul/mind is being saved by the teaching of the Holy
Spirit in us as with Paul revealing this to Peter and all who would listern the Myster revealed. The renweing.
Romans 12:1-3 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed
by ((((the renewing of your mind,)))) that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God. For I
say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought
to think; but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith.
What God has done in Christ has to be revealed to whom it is done, or no one would ever know that we have the Holy S
pirit and the incorruptable Seed of Jesus Christ in us. That is why Paul was given "my gospel" to reveal it to God's own c
hildren.
AcÂ 2:33 Therefore being by the right hand of God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy G
host, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.
AcÂ 8:17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.
AcÂ 10:47 Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as
we?
AcÂ 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not
so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.
1ThÂ 1:6 And ye became followers of us, and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with joy of the Hol
y Ghost:

Page 123/128

Scriptures and Doctrine :: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?

In Christ: Phillip
Re: , on: 2012/11/1 16:38
In conclusion to a wonderful and thought provoking thread, I will leave this subject alone.
To those that believe they are born again without the baptism of the Holy Spirit, I say, Praise the Lord Brother and Sister
and would encourage everyone not to stop at water baptism but to move forward in seeking the Baptism of the Holy Spir
it and be open to what the bible says concerning it and forsake what others around you are saying it's not necessary for
us today.
If we have the mindset of "If God wants me to have it, He'll let me know". With that mind, it will never happen.
Luke 11:13 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Fa
ther give the Holy Spirit to them that ASK Him?
If we don't ask, we don't get.
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2012/11/1 17:44
All I can say is, I did not ask to be in Christ before the foundation of the world, but I am and He in me and blessed by His
promise of the Holy Spirit of which I had no part in. It is all of Him and none of me. He must grow stronger I must decre
ase.
John 3:31-33 He that cometh from above is above all: he that is of the earth is earthly, and speaketh of the earth: he tha
t cometh from heaven is above all. And what he hath seen and heard, that he testifieth; and no man receiveth his testim
ony. He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.
In Christ: Phillip
Re: - posted by jimp, on: 2012/11/1 21:36
hi phillip, wow, great post.jimp
Re: , on: 2012/11/1 21:47
Quote:
------------------------- All I can say is, I did not ask to be in Christ
-------------------------

Neither did I, but the receiving of the Holy Spirit is something that we either desire or ask for. We must either be willing t
o receive without asking or be of the mind to ask. I've seen both occur in the person who is baptized in the Holy Ghost c
oming up from the watery grave and the sinner who repents at the altar and the person who seeks God diligently for the
Baptism of the Spirit. But as for coming to Christ, I had no part to play. His Spirit wooed and I couldn't resist.
I wasn't going to respond to this thread, but when I saw Phils response I needed to clarify.
I am done..........I hope.
Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/11/2 6:42
Quote:
-------------------------Brothers and Sisters we may as well stop bothering with the subject of the Holy Spirit as a second work of grace, or the second bles
sing, nobody wants it. Everyone is settled with the fact that they have received the Holy Ghost at confession by faith. If that is the case, why seek for s
omething more?&#8232;&#8232;If I received the Holy Spirit when I repented and gave my life to Jesus, why should I bother looking for another Holy G
host when I got the whole deal at the first?&#8232;&#8232;Seems kind of stupid to me that I should seek for something that I already have. Approved.
-------------------------

Brother speaking about The Holy Spirit is to speak about the third person of God. More importantly it is God Himself who
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speaks about Himself. Firstly the Law and the prophets spoke about Jesus, then The Word (Jesus) speaks about the Fa
ther and then the Holy Spirit who is sent speaks about the Son (Christ). The Holy Spirit is not come to reveal Himself He
is come to reveal Christ Jesus The Son of God and all the things that belong to Him. Knowing that you are born again an
d therefore have The Spirit of God doesnÂ’t mean that one would need to adopt an attitude of speaking about The Holy
Spirit Â“in powerÂ” or outpouring as Â“anotherÂ” Holy Spirit. Psalm 23 Â“He anoints my head with oil and my cup runs o
verÂ”. Jesus Â“whosoever comes unto me from his inner most parts shall flow rivers of living watersÂ”. This thread was
about being born again. Anyone who is born again should expect to know the outworking of eternal life (living waters) da
ily. Anyone who lacks this outworking can no doubt ask God as to why. If He anoints their head with oil (outpouring of Th
e Holy Spirit) then they can overflow unto God and men. If they continue to overflow then they will never be empty again.
A cup which overflows is always full! But first it must be a sacred vessel (cup).

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/11/2 6:55
Amrkelly, Do you believe in any way, this passage might apply for "new birth" "indwelling"? For the "coming upon" of the
Pentecostal Baptism? What?
". . . we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him".
Acts 5:32 (KJV)

Re: Were the disciples born again before or after Pentecost?, on: 2012/11/2 8:04
Quote:
-------------------------Do you believe in any way, this passage might apply for "new birth" "indwelling"? For the "coming upon" of the Pentecostal Baptism
? What?&#8232;&#8232;". . .

Â…Â…we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him". Acts 5:32 (KJV) croref
-------------------------

The things of which Peter says "we were witnesses tooÂ” were the crucifixion of Christ and His being raised from the de
ad. This is what Peter says to the Senate of Israel in the passage you have referenced. Peter also says Â“and so is also
the Holy GhostÂ” a witness of these things. In context Peter says in effect Â“it is The Holy Ghost who is given By God (T
he Father) to those who obey Him (The Father). As it was The Father who bore witness from Heaven twice regarding Hi
s Son, once at The LordÂ’ baptism and secondly at the Last Supper. I believe the Â“obedienceÂ” which Peter is speakin
g about here in the first instance is obedience in believing The Father. It is also Christ bearing witness of Him self by sho
wing Himself to the apostles after His resurrection. The Holy Spirit is in this passage only given by God after obedience i
n believing GodÂ’ witness or ChristÂ’ witness of Himself after He was raised from the dead and before He ascended into
heaven. Today we are in a very different place to either the Apostles or the Senate of Israel. It is the Spirit speaking thro
ugh those who preach Christ crucified for sin, Who rose for our justification that forms the basis for believing the witness
of the Holy Spirit. This believing must produce repentance and result in newness of life. What happens after that is surly
a matter for God and not a matter of opinion or even doctrine.
As a Jew I love Jewish jokes. My favourite one is Â“brother how many different doctrines are their about G-d? Ah brothe
r how many Jews are there here!
It is good to have opinions its healthy and inevitable as God Himself doesnÂ’t press on us anything more than what is ne
cessary for life. Beyond that it is up to us to desire a more full knowledge of God and a more purposeful obedience. To t
hat end many born again men and women have born witness to having received the outpouring of The Holy Ghost with
power and have marvelled in their ability thereafter to serve God faithfully and more profitably. Hope this doesnÂ’t create
more confusion.
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Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/11/2 9:11
by amrkelly on 2012/11/2 5:04:51

Â“it is The Holy Ghost who is given By God (The Father) to those who obey Him (The Father). As it was The Father wh
o bore witness from Heaven twice regarding His Son, once at The LordÂ’ baptism and secondly at the Last Supper. . . . I
believe the Â“obedienceÂ” which Peter is speaking about here in the first instance is obedience in believing The Father.
. . and does not the "giving" cease if obedience ceases?
Re: , on: 2012/11/2 10:18
Quote:
-------------------------. . and does not the "giving" cease if obedience ceases? croref
-------------------------

No. God is not a man that he should change His mind. Nor are the gifts and the calling of God repented off. If you mean
to ask if the outpouring of The Holy Spirit can be quenched or whether we can grieve Him then it is Yes.
The biggest single shock anyone is going to have in life is when they recognise that God is indeed God. The next bigges
t shock will be realising that despite this He is wonderful and full of goodness and kindness. The third will be that He is ri
ghteous. The fourth that He demands righteousness. The fifth that we are sinners. The sixth that we are completely lost.
The seventh that we need Him completely. The eighth that He knew it and sent His son to die for us. The ninth will be th
at we believe Him. The tenth will be that we now know in our spirits that christ was crucified for sin and raised for our just
ification. We will then fall on our faces and declare My Lord and my God. He will then lift us from the floor and putting us
on our two feet will declare My son.
It is not possible to stop believing God. Everything else is a matter of God's purposes in a mans life and a man's willingn
ess to obey God in the leading of the Holy Ghost to live righteously so as to please God.
Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/11/2 10:53
by amrkelly on 2012/11/2 7:18:21

Quote:
-------------------------. . and does not the "giving" cease if obedience ceases? croref
-------------------------

No. God is not a man that he should change His mind. Nor are the gifts and the calling of God repented off. If you mean
to ask if the outpouring of The Holy Spirit can be quenched or whether we can grieve Him then it is Yes.
The biggest single shock anyone is going to have in life is when they recognise that God is indeed God. The next bigges
t shock will be realising that despite this He is wonderful and full of goodness and kindness. The third will be that He is ri
ghteous. The fourth that He demands righteousness. The fifth that we are sinners. The sixth that we are completely lost.
The seventh that we need Him completely. The eighth that He knew it and sent His son to die for us. The ninth will be th
at we believe Him. The tenth will be that we now know in our spirits that christ was crucified for sin and raised for our just
ification. We will then fall on our faces and declare My Lord and my God. He will then lift us from the floor and putting us
on our two feet will declare My son.
It is not possible to stop believing God. Everything else is a matter of God's purposes in a mans life and a man's willingn
ess to obey God in the leading of the Holy Ghost to live righteously so as to please God.
-------------------------
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Then how does this fit into that:
". . . as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, . . . " Romans 1:28 (
KJV)
And this:
". . . .If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 1 John 2:15 (KJV)
Know any Christians of the "compromised" sort?

Re: , on: 2012/11/2 12:18
Quote:
-------------------------Then how does this fit into that:
". . . as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, . . . " Romans 1:28 (KJV)
And this:
". . . .If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 1 John 2:15 (KJV)
Know any Christians of the "compromised" sort? croref
-------------------------

Brother I do indeed know many saints who compromise their walk on a daily basis. I have been there myself. I have also
preached the gospel at times and had men come to me in genuine distress only to find that their distress was not as I ha
d thought (conviction of sin) but grief at their life style of disobedience to the leading of God in their hearts. I have known
the temptations of Satan directly to lead me into open rebellion against God and in all of this I knew that God is indeed G
od. A sudden moment or even a season does not establish the reality of what God has done in someoneÂ’s life if that so
meone has fallen away into disobedience. In the end only God knows who are His. You cannot even really ask someone
who is fallen away whether they are born again because they will have no confidence in this reality even though they ma
y very well be born again. Men and women have many reasons outwardly why they fall away, but God is only concerned
with inward reality. It will always come down to obedience. And in that I say with a complete conviction in my own spirit h
aving tested it before God for nearly 30 years, God does not reject out of hand those who He has chosen.
What is truly fearful is to witness men and women being persuaded that they are born again when there is no real evide
nce that they were under conviction of sin nor that they did in fact give there hearts to God in response to the preaching
of the gospel of Grace. I have met these kinds of people as well. These are the ones who have no true understanding as
to the substance of Christ crucified for sin, nor do they truly comprehend that He was raised from the dead. They are the
pew sitters who benefit from association with the elect, but do not have life. Sometimes they are actually seductive indivi
duals and are of all people to be pitied. Sometimes they are pious, legalistic, lacking in mercy and in all but one hour a
week they do indeed love the world. They hear the truth many times but it does not penetrate into their hearts or produc
e any true repentance at all. How to understand them beyond that is in my view a matter for God.
The verse from Romans brother has to be read in context. The context is GodÂ’s invisible attributes being visible in the t
hings He has created. And the giving over is a giving over to all manner of things including idolatry. In short the ones bei
ng spoken off are those who are wise in their own estimation to the point that they reject the true wisdom of God in favou
r of their foolish efforts. They were never true believers at all despite the fact that God is visible in the things He has crea
ted. Not least man, who was created in His own image and likeness. One other thing brother, to love this world with all of
its passions and contradictions is one thing for the unbeliever, but for the believer it would amount to loving that which cr
ucified His Son. When the world crucified GodÂ’ only begotten Son it made itself an enemy of God and not simply a cont
radiction of God. The enmity in the passage means an impossibility of reconciliation. Only turning to God and accepting
His estimation of the world so as to be saved out of it, will resolve that problem. In the end His judgement will come upon
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this world. But we are not off this world we are of Christ if we have believed.

Re: - posted by Croref, on: 2012/11/2 13:11
Re:
by amrkelly on 2012/11/2 9:18:52

Quote:
-------------------------Then how does this fit into that:
". . . as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, . . . " Romans 1:28 (KJV)
And this:
". . . .If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him." 1 John 2:15 (KJV)
Know any Christians of the "compromised" sort? croref
-------------------------

Brother I do indeed know many saints who compromise their walk on a daily basis. I have been there myself. I have also
preached the gospel at times and had men come to me in genuine distress only to find that their distress was not as I ha
d thought (conviction of sin) but grief at their life style of disobedience to the leading of God in their hearts. I have known
the temptations of Satan directly to lead me into open rebellion against God and in all of this I kn . . . . . . ."
-------------------------

Thanks for that good summation, Brother.
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