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(An extract from the book THE FULL GOSPEL Â– Published in 1996)
Daniel was a man whom God could use in his generation. When he was a young man, "he determined in his heart not to
defile himself" (Dan.1:8). When Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah saw young Daniel taking a stand for the Lord, they too g
ot the boldness to stand for the Lord themselves (Dan.1:11). They did not have the courage to stand on their own. But w
hen they saw Daniel's stand, they became bold. There are many people like those three today, who do not have the bold
ness to take a stand for the Lord on their own. They are waiting to find a Daniel who will take a stand. Then they will join
him.
Will you be such a Daniel? Will you say, "I will not defile myself. I will not seek to please any king, or commander, or bac
kslidden elder, or any relative or anyone. I shall stand 100% for what the Word of God says."
There is a great need for such Daniels today Â– men and women who will "lead many to righteousness" (Dan.12:3). Tha
t verse does not refer to those who preach righteousness, but to those who lead others to righteousness - by word and b
y example. This is the Daniel-ministry.
We read in Scripture of another ministry that is the exact opposite of this "Daniel-ministry". It is the "Lucifer-ministry".
In Revelation 12:4, we read that Lucifer succeeded in getting one-third of the angels (stars) of heaven to follow him in hi
s rebellion against God. These millions of angels became demons. Why did God permit Lucifer to lead so many angels a
stray? So that heaven could be purged of all the disgruntled and rebellious angels. Their rebellious hearts would not hav
e been exposed, had not a Lucifer arisen in their midst to lead them in their rebellion against God.
And so, even today, God allows brothers and sisters to have a Lucifer-ministry in our churches. God permits them to go f
rom house to house backbiting, accusing, telling lies, speaking evil, sending emails, so that all the disgruntled, rebellious
and worldly believers in the church can be identified, exposed, gathered together and taken out of the church Â– so that
the Body of Christ can be purified.
God will not stop those who are engaged in such a Lucifer-ministry today from moving around among believers in the ch
urch, just like He did not stop the original Lucifer in heaven, millions of years ago. That is Divine wisdom.
We can warn believers about such Lucifers, just like we warn them about Satan (See Rom.16:17). But we are not afraid
of what these Lucifers will do. They cannot corrupt the church. They will only take out the weeds from GodÂ’s garden. G
od Himself will preserve the church. And at the right time, He will destroy those who defile the church (as He has said in
1 Cor.3:17). But God is long-suffering and waits many years before He judges. But when He does judge, His judgment w
ill be severe.
It is foolish for any church to boast that it has never had a split. There was a split in heaven itself, among the angels, righ
t at the beginning. Such splits are necessary. The Holy Spirit says : "There must be divisions (splits) among you (in the c
hurch), so that those who are approved (by God) can become manifest" (1 Cor.11:19).
In the very first paragraph of the Bible also, we read of another split. God separated the darkness from the light (Gen.1:4
). That separation also was necessary. Without such separations of people from the church today, God's testimony on e
arth will be corrupted.
All of us can have either a Daniel-ministry - building unity and fellowship in the church - or a Lucifer-ministry - sowing dis
cord. God hates those who sow discord (Proverbs 6:16-19). We cannot be neutral in this matter, for Jesus said that tho
se who do not gather with Him are scattering people away from Him. There are only two ministries in the church - gather
ing and scattering. (Matt.12:30).
In our churches in India, the Lord has wonderfully and deftly arranged circumstances, so as to expose and remove from
our midst those who sought position and honour, or who had a controversial spirit, or who were jealous of younger broth
ers going ahead of them, etc., God has caught the Â“cleverÂ” people and the Â“bigÂ” people in our midst "in their own cr
aftiness" (1 Cor.3:19) and thus frustrated their secret plans to "hijack" the church!! This is a mark of the Lord's care for u

Page 1/3

Articles and Sermons :: Daniel-Ministry and Lucifer-Ministry by Zac Poonen

s, and of His intense desire that there should be a pure testimony for His Name in our land.
We praise the Lord that He watches over us constantly to preserve us from such Satanic attacks. "Unless the Lord guar
ds the city, the watchmen keep awake in vain" (Psa.127:1) It is only where brothers dwell together in unity that the Lord
can command His blessing (Psa.133:1,3). Only a united church can triumph over the gates of Hell. So the Holy Spirit wo
rks mightily in our midst, to remove all those who hinder that unity, so as to preserve us as a united Body in our CFC chu
rches.
We must pray that the Lord will continue to do this work in our midst in the future as well Â– because there is always the
possibility of people becoming proud in our midst at any time. GodÂ’s promise to us however is: "I will remove from your
midst the proud, exulting ones,.......and I will leave among you a humble, lowly people, who take refuge in the Name of t
he Lord" (Zeph.3:11,12). The church can be built in unity only with humble, lowly people.
The Lord is jealous to preserve His church in purity, and so He Himself will expose and remove self-seeking people in Hi
s own way and in His own time, just like He drove the money-changers out of the temple at the right time. All glory and p
raise be to Him.

Re: Daniel-Ministry and Lucifer-Ministry by Zac Poonen, on: 2013/1/11 19:51
Â“Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel,
Â‘It was I who brought you up from Egypt and brought you out from the house of slavery.
Â‘I delivered you from the hands of the Egyptians and from the hands of all your oppressors, and dispossessed them bef
ore you and gave you their land, and I said to you,
Â“I am the Lord your God; you shall not fear the gods of the Amorites in whose land you live. But you have not obeyed
Me.Â”
Judges 6:7-10

Then Gideon said to him, Â“O my lord, if the Lord is with us, why then has all this happened to us? And where are all His
miracles which our fathers told us about, saying, Â‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?Â’ But now the Lord has aba
ndoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.Â” The Lord looked at him and said, Â“Go in this your strength and deliv
er Israel from the hand of Midian. Have I not sent you?Â” He said to Him, Â“O Lord, how shall I deliver Israel? Behold, m
y family is the least in Manasseh, and I am the youngest in my fatherÂ’s house.Â” But the Lord said to him, Â“Surely I wil
l be with you, and you shall defeat Midian as one man.Â” Judges 6:13-16

Then Gideon built an altar there to the Lord and named it The Lord is Peace. To this day it is still in Ophrah of the Abiezr
ites. Now on the same night the Lord said to him, Â“Take your fatherÂ’s bull and a second bull seven years old, and pull
down the altar of Baal which belongs to your father, and cut down the Asherah that is beside it; and build an altar to the
Lord your God on the top of this stronghold in an orderly manner, and take a second bull and offer a burnt offering with t
he wood of the Asherah which you shall cut down.Â” Then Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as the Lord had
spoken to him; and because he was too afraid of his fatherÂ’s household and the men of the city to do it by day, he did it
by night. Judges 6:24-27

Then the men of the city said to Joash, Â“Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has torn down the altar of Baal, and
indeed, he has cut down the Asherah which was beside it.Â” But Joash said to all who stood against him, Â“Will you con
tend for Baal, or will you deliver him? Whoever will plead for him shall be put to death by morning. If he is a god, let him
contend for himself, because someone has torn down his altar.Â” Judges 6:30-31

So the Spirit of the Lord came upon Gideon; and he blew a trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called together to follow hi
m. He sent messengers throughout Manasseh, and they also were called together to follow him; and he sent messenger
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s to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they came up to meet them. Judges 6:34-35

The Lord said to Gideon, Â“The people who are with you are too many for Me to give Midian into their hands, for Israel
would become boastful, saying, Â‘My own power has delivered me.Â’ Judges 7:2

So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the camp at the beginning of the middle wat
ch, when they had just posted the watch; and they blew the trumpets and smashed the pitchers that were in their hands.
When the three companies blew the trumpets and broke the pitchers, they held the torches in their left hands and the tru
mpets in their right hands for blowing, and cried, Â“A sword for the Lord and for Gideon!Â” Each stood in his place aroun
d the camp: Judges 17:19-21a

Then Gideon and the 300 men who were with him came to the Jordan and crossed over, weary yet pursuing. Judges 8:4

Then the men of Israel said to Gideon,
Â“Rule over us, both you and your son, also your sonÂ’s son, for you have delivered us from the hand of Midian.Â”
But Gideon said to them, Â“I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you;
the Lord shall rule over you.Â”
Judges 8:22-23
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