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In my lifetime I have never talked to as many frightened people as I have in the past three months. America is downright 
scared!

Builders, Wall Street professionals, retailers, executives, lawyers, small business owners are all saying the same thing: 
Â“It's worse than most people know. And it's going to get worse!Â” We are racing toward very hard times.

No one likes to hear these kinds of reports; in fact, they can be very depressing. But the Puritans had a saying: "Our affe
ctions bribe our discernments." We all love America and our way of life, but unless we face the truth that hard times in thi
s nation are upon us, we will never have the trust and confidence we are going to need.

Rest assured, none of this is taking Jesus by surprise. He saw it all coming. He who has numbered every hair on a pers
onÂ’s head and counted every fallen sparrow knew beforehand what His followers would face in the last days.

He knew where every dollar in the federal budget would goÂ—and that your rent and taxes would escalate. He knew ab
out every job layoff His children would face, about all your bills, even the number of children you have. There is not one t
hing our blessed Savior did not know when He told us very specifically in Matthew 6:25-33: "Don't give these things a se
cond thought. Your heavenly Father knows all about your personal needs and He will take care of you!"

You wonder how a Christian in need can give no thought to his physical condition and I say that we cannot shrink from J
esus' promise to us. His very words are eternal: "I say unto you. . . ." In fact, you can take those very words to the throne
room of God and say to Jesus, Â“These are the red letter words: Â‘I say unto you, give no thought to your needs!Â’Â”

No matter how many banks close or how long the unemployment lines grow, our Lord will be feeding the fowl of the air, 
dressing the lilies of the fields, and supplying the daily needs of an ocean full of fish! Â“Your heavenly Father feedeth the
mÂ” (Matthew 6:26). Not one creature will suffer without our Lord knowing it.

Hard times will never stop our FatherÂ’s provision: Â“Are ye not much better than they? . . . Shall He not much more clot
he you?Â” (Matthew 6:26, 30).
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