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THE SECOND BLESSING IN EXPERIENCE, IN THEOLOGY, AND IN THE BIBLE 

1 Thess. V. 23: "And the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly." 

I. Experience. 

George Fox was born in 1624. He was one of the first of the modern apostles of holiness, and founder of the Society of 
Friends. Here is his luminous testimony concerning his own inner life. "I knew Jesus, and He was very precious to my so
ul; but I found something within me that would not keep sweet and patient and kind. I did what I could to keep it down, b
ut it was there. I besought Jesus to do something for me, and when I gave Him my will, He came to my heart and took o
ut all that would not be patient, all that would not be kind, and -- then He shut the door." 

Could a second work of grace be stated more beautifully or definitely? 

Dr. A. J. Gordon, of Boston, wrote: "It seems clear that it is still the duty and privilege of believers to receive the Holy Spi
rit by a conscious, definite act of appropriating faith, just as they received Jesus Christ ... It is as sinners that we accept 
Christ for our justification; but it is as sons that we accept the Spirit for our sanctification. The Scriptures show that we ar
e required to appropriate the Spirit as sons, in the same way that we appropriated Christ as sinners." 

Dr. Gordon did it, and the blessing made him in many respects the most potent Baptist pastor in New England. He wrote
his beautiful book, "Ministry of the Spirit," to lead others into the same experience. 

Rev. J. O. Peck, D. D., one of the greatest pastors Methodism has produced in America, wrote: "God never left me a sin
gle year without a gracious revival, in which many souls were given as the seals of my ministry. Never had my pastorate 
been more favored with the Divine blessing that at Springfield; but in the summer of 1872 a deep heart hunger that I had
never known before began to be realized. I had not lost spirituality; I longed for; I scarcely knew what. I examined myself
and prayed more earnestly, but the hunger of my soul grew more imperious. The result was a consciousness of utter em
ptiness. Then arose an unutterable longing to be filled. I was prejudiced against the National Camp-meeting Association,
but a conviction was borne in on me, that if I would go to that meeting and confess how I was hungering, I would be filled
with the Spirit. I went, frankly told my errand, sought the prayers of all, descended to the altar and knelt before the Lord. 
By simple faith I was enabled to take Christ as my sufficiency, to fill and satisfy my hungry soul. The instant I received C
hrist as my wisdom, righteousness and sanctification, the stillness and emotionlessness of absolute quiet permeated my
whole being. The tempter suggested, the Spirit is withdrawn. As quick as thought I replied: with or without feeling I here 
and now take Christ as my all in all. At once came the peace of God that passeth understanding, till I seemed filled with 
all the fullness of God." 

Now here is the testimony of the immortal Quaker, and of a modern Baptist and a Methodist divine (all saints of God) to 
a second work of grace and a second blessing experience. Similar testimony could be obtained from ten thousand other 
souls. There is, then, a second blessing or a second work of grace in Christian experience. 

II. Now, is there such a blessing taught in theology? Let us see if we can get any witness from the accredited leaders an
d teachers of any denomination. 

The bishops of the M. E. Church South in their address to the General Conference in 1894, said: "The privilege of believ
ers to attain unto a state of entire sanctification, or perfect love, and to abide therein, is a well-known teaching of Method
ism. Witnesses to this experience have never been wanting in the Church, though few in comparison with the whole me
mbership. Among them have been men and women of beautiful consistency and seraphic ardor, jewels of the Church. L
et the doctrine still be proclaimed and the experience still be testified." 

In 1884, the Centennial Conference of American Methodism, which met in Baltimore, re-affirmed the faith of the entire C
hurch in all its separate branches: "We remind you, brethren, that the mission of Methodism is to promote holiness. It is 
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not a sentiment or emotion, but a principle inwrought in the heart, the culmination of God's work in us, followed by a con
secrated life. In all the borders of Methodism this doctrine is preached and the experience of sanctification is urged. We 
beseech you, brethren, stand by your standards on this subject." 

Still earlier Bishop Matthew Simpson said: "Sanctification is not regeneration. Methodism differs from Moravianism, in th
at it does not hold regeneration and entire sanctification to be identical. Sanctification is that act of the Holy Ghost where
by a justified man is made holy." Here, then, is a distinct announcement of sanctification as a second work or grace by th
e most eloquent bishop the Methodist Church ever produced; made more than thirty years ago. 

In 1874 the bishops of the M. E. Church South thus concluded their address to the General Conference: "Extensive reviv
als of religion have crowned the labor of our preachers, and the life-giving energy of the Gospel in the conversion of sinn
ers and the sanctification of believers has seldom been more apparent among us. The boon of Wesleyan Methodism, as
we received it from our fathers, has not been forfeited in our hands!" 

This was signed by Bishops Paine, Price, Kavanaugh, Wightman, Marvin, Doggett, McTyeire and Keener. 

In 1836, in New York City, Dr. John McClintock, President of Drew Theological Seminary, in the closing words of his cen
tenary sermon, said: "Knowing exactly what I say, and taking the full responsibility of it, I repeat, we are the only Church 
in history, from the apostles' time till now, that has put forth, as the very elemental thought, the great pervading idea of th
e whole book of God, from the beginning to the end, the holiness of the human soul, heart and will. It may be called fana
ticism, but, dear friends, this is our mission. If we keep to that, the triumphs of the next century will throw those of the pa
st into the shade. There is our mission; there is our glory; there is our power; and there shall be the ground of our triump
h! God keep us true!" 

Bishop Elijah Hedding, who died in 1852, said in a conference sermon: "It is as important that you (the ministers of the N
ew Jersey Conference) should experience this holy work of sanctification, as it is that the sinners to whom you preach s
hould be converted." 

In 1832 the General Conference issued a pastoral address to the Church, in which is the following: 

"When we speak of holiness we mean the state in which God is loved with all the heart and served with all the power. Th
is, as Methodists, we have said, is the privilege of the Christian in this life. And we have further said that this privilege m
ay be instantaneously received by an act of faith, as is justification." 

In 1824 the bishops, in their conference address, said: "If Methodists give up the doctrine of entire sanctification or suffer
it to become a dead letter, we are a fallen people. Holiness is the main cord that binds us together; relax this and you loo
sen the whole system. This will appear more evident if we recall to mind the original design of Methodism. It was to raise
up and preserve a holy people. This was the principal object which Mr. Wesley had in view. To this end all the doctrines 
believed and preached by the Methodists tend." 

This remarkable deliverance was signed by Bishop McKendree, Bedding, Soule, George and Roberts. 

Bishop Asbury wrote thus from a bed of sickness: "I have found by secret search that I have not preached sanctification 
as I should have done. If I am restored this shall be my theme, more pointedly than ever, God being my helper." 

At another time he wrote: "Bless the Lord, O ye saints! Holiness is the element of my soul. My earnest prayer is that noth
ing contrary to holiness may live in me." He wrote to a minister: "O purity! O Christian perfection! O sanctification! It is He
aven below to feel all sin removed. Preach it, whether they will hear or forbear. Preach it!" 

Dr. Adam Clarke was born in 1762; a man of rare scholarship, a delight to John Wesley, and one of the best preachers o
f the realm. He afterward became a prince among commentators of the Bible. He said: "if the Methodists give up preachi
ng entire sanctification, they will soon lose their glory. Let all those who retain the apostolic doctrine -- that the blood of C
hrist cleanseth from all sin in this life -- pray every believer to go on to perfection, and expect to be saved while here belo
w, unto fullness of the blessing of the Gospel of Christ." 

What could be a plainer statement of a second work of grace? 

John Fletcher, pronounced by John Wesley to be the most apostolic man he had ever met, died in 1785. He obtained th
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e blessing of sanctification after conversion, and lost it several times by not confessing it. He finally learned to keep it, an
d confessed: "I now declare unto you, in the presence of God, the Holy Trinity, that I am now dead indeed unto sin and a
live unto God, through Jesus Christ, who is my indwelling holiness, my all in all." 

John Wesley, in 1771, wrote: "Many years since, I saw that without holiness no man shall see the Lord. I began by follo
wing after it. Ten years after God gave me a clearer view than I had before how to obtain it; namely, by faith in the Son o
f God; and immediately I declared to all: We are saved from Sin, WE ARE MADE HOLY BY FAITH. This I testified in priv
ate, in public, in print, and God confirmed it by a thousand witnesses." 

Wesley exhorted his ministers (according to Tyerman, Vol. 2, p. 565) as follows: "As soon as any penitents find peace, e
xhort them to go on to perfection." Preach full salvation now receivable by faith." "This is the word which the devil peculia
rly hates and stirs up his children against, but it is the word which God will always bless." "Do not neglect to strongly and
explicitly urge believers to go on to perfection." "Preach full sanctification, preach it definitely, preach it explicitly, preach i
t strongly, preach it frequently, preach it constantly, preach it wherever you have an opportunity. Insist on it everywhere. 
All our preachers should make a point of preaching it constantly, strongly, explicitly. Explicitly assert and prove that it ma
y be received by simple faith. If others grow weary and say little about it, do you supply their lack of service. Speak and s
pare not. Let not regard for any man induce you to betray the truth of God." 

In the Conference of 1765, Mr. Wesley was asked the question: "What was the rise of Methodism?" Ans. "In 1729 my br
other Charles and I, reading the Bible, seeing we could not be saved without holiness, followed after it and incited others
to do so. In 1737 we saw that this holiness comes by faith. In 1738 we saw likewise that men are justified before they ar
e sanctified; but still holiness was our object, inward and outward holiness: God then thrust us out to raise up a holy peo
ple." 

But some modern holiness-fighting Methodists tell us that during the latter years of his life, Wesley "quietly let drop all in
sistence upon instantaneous sanctification." This quotation is from a book whose author is a great denominational leader
. It is absolutely untrue, as the following quotations from Wesley will show. Six years before his death (1785) he wrote to 
Rev. Freeborn Garretson: "It will be well, as soon as any of them find peace with God, to exhort them to go on to perfecti
on. The more explicitly and strongly you press all believers to aspire after entire sanctification as attainable now by simpl
e faith, the more the whole work of God will prosper." 

To Rev. John Ogilvie, 1785: "God will prosper you in your labors: especially if you constantly and strongly exhort all belie
vers to expect full sanctification now by simple faith." 

Sept. 15, 1790, 5 months and 17 days before death, he wrote Robert Carr Brackenburg, Esq.: "I am glad brother D____
_ has more light with regard to full sanctification. This doctrine is the grand depositum which God has lodged with the pe
ople called Methodists; and for the sake of propagating this, he chiefly appears to have raised us up." 

Nov. 26, 1790, 3 months and 6 days before his death, he wrote to Adam Clark: "To retain the grace of God is much mor
e than to gain it. Hardly one in three does this. And this should be strongly and explicitly urged on all who have tasted of 
perfect love. If we can prove that any one of our local preachers or leaders, either directly or indirectly speaks against it, 
let him be a local preacher or leader no longer. I doubt whether he should continue in the society; because he that could 
speak thus in our congregations cannot be an honest man." 

Wesley wrote to Rev. John Booth, thirty-one days before his death: "Whenever you have opportunity of speaking to belie
vers, urge them to go on to perfection. Spare no pains, and God, even our God, will give you His blessing." 

On Feb. 27, 1791, four days before his death, he said: "We must be justified by faith and then go on to full sanctification.
" 

Wesley's loyalty to Sanctification was his ruling passion in old age and in death. 

Now look at the Catechisms and Discipline. The Catechisim of the M. E. Church South: Question 60. "What is entire san
ctification? Ans. Entire sanctification or Christian perfection, is that state in which, his heart being cleansed from all sin, p
erfected in all righteousness, and entirely devoted to God, the believer loves God with all his heart, mind and strength, a
nd his neighbor as himself." 

Question 61. "Can a believer be entirely sanctified in this life? Ans. The believer can and should be entirely sanctified in t
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his life." 

The M. E. Church's larger Catechism has this: Question 294: "What is sanctification? Ans. Sanctification is that act of div
ine grace whereby we are made holy." Question 295. "Can and ought a child of God to be cleansed from all sin in this lif
e? Ans. Yes; the divine command is, 'Be ye holy, for I am holy,' with the promise that if we confess our sins he will clean
se us from all unrighteousness." 

That this second work of grace is the teaching of the Catechism of the M. E. Church, no intelligent and honest Methodist
can deny. 

And Methodist hymns teach the same. "Now, O my Joshua, bring me in! Cast out thy foe, the Inbred sin. The carnal min
d remove: The purchase of thy death divide, And Oh, with all the sanctified, Give me a heart of love." 

Here is another hymn: "Breathe, O breathe Thy loving Spirit Into every troubled breast; Let us all in Thee inherit Let us fi
nd that second rest. Take away our bent to sinning, Alpha and Omega be. End of faith, as its beginning, Set our hearts a
t liberty." 

Here is another that teaches the doctrine of sanctification as a second work of grace as plainly as language could do it: "
Speak the second time be clean, Take away my inbred sin; Every stumbling-block remove, Cast it out by Perfect love." 

In an unabridged Methodist hymnal there are over fifty such hymns. 

And what is more, here is the ministerial vow, copied from the M. E. Discipline of the year 1900, Par. 151: 

"1. Have you faith in Christ? 

"2. Are you going on to perfection? 

"3. Do you expect to be made perfect in this life! 

"4. Are you earnestly striving after it?" 

Every Methodist minister must answer these questions in the affirmative in order to enter the ministry. It is a vow that ha
s irrevocably committed every one of them to advocate sanctification as a second work of grace subsequent to regenera
tion. I once heard the statement made in a public address that a Methodist minister who fights holiness as a second wor
k of grace stands perjured before three worlds. 

We have thus far proved that the second blessing of sanctification is a matter of experience; and is taught, at least in Me
thodist theology. But some of us are not Methodists. We are anxious to know whether the second blessing is taught in th
e Bible. If so, that settles it. Let us, then, consider: 

III. The second blessing in the Scripture. There are about one hundred passages in the New Testament that teach it mo
st distinctly. But we will confine ourselves to Paul's First Epistle to the Thessalonians. 

1. Notice what kind of people they were to whom he wrote. That they were noble Christians is clear from the first chapter
, for: 

(1) They were members of "the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ." People did 
not join the church in those days for business or social advancement. It often cost them their lives. The church was not fi
lled with hypocrites or worldlings, but with sincere and devout Christians, and to such the apostle was writing. (Chap. i., 
vs. 1.) 

(2) Paul gave "thanks to God always for them all." He was not thanking God for heathen, but for followers of Jesus. (vs. 
2.) 

(3) "Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labor of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. (v
s. 3.) They had the three Christian graces -- faith, hope and love; and derived them from their union with Christ. 
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(4) In the fourth verse he called them "brethren beloved." Paul never used that term of any but Christians. 

(5) He declares that he knew their "election." (vs. 4.) This he could not have known of sinners. 

(6) The next verse declares that the Gospel came to them in "much assurance." They did not have "a guess-so," but a "k
now-so" salvation. This is more than a good many church members have today. 

(7) "They became imitators of the apostle and of Christ." In all my travels over the world I have never met any sinners wh
o picked out the best Christians and Jesus to imitate; so I conclude they were genuine followers of the Lord. 

(8) "They were examples to all that believe in Macedonia." (vs. 7) This is no description of unbelievers. 

(9) "For from you hath sounded forth the word of the Lord," through all Achaia, and every place. They must have been, t
hen, a most earnest and aggressive body of believers. 

(10) They had "joy of the Holy Spirit." (vs. 6.) No sinner ever had that, or ever will. 

(11) They had "turned unto God from idols to serve a living and true God." (vs. 9) Oh, what grand churches we should h
ave today, if all the members would abandon their idols -- tobacco, lodges, cards, theatres, dancing, avarice, selfishness
and unhallowed lusts, and serve the living God with all their heart. But that is the very kind of Christians these Thessalon
ians were. 

(12) "They were waiting for Jesus from heaven." (vs. 10.) No sinners want to see Jesus come; that is the last thing any o
f them desire. 

Such were these Thessalonians to whom Paul wrote. Who will dare to say that, measured by any Gospel standard, they 
were not Christians of an exalted type of piety, and a deep experience of grace? 

2. Notice now what Paul wrote to them. 

(1) In the second chapter and tenth verse he claimed for himself an experience beyond justification: "Ye are witnesses a
nd God also how holily and righteously and unblamably we behaved ourselves toward you that believe." That is Christia
n perfection. 

(2) From the sixth verse to the ninth verse of the third chapter he rejoiceth that the members of that Thessalonian church
had not backslidden but were still his joy and comfort. Yet in the tenth verse he declares that he is "praying night and da
y exceedingly that he may see their face and perfect that which was lacking in their faith." It is not difficult to see to what 
he was referring. They had exercised faith for justification, but not for sanctification: for, he says in the thirteenth verse. "
To the end he may establish your hearts unblamable in holiness." In other words, he longed to see them that he might le
ad them into the experience of sanctification, or holiness. 

(3) This is still more apparent from what follows. Only three verses later (chap. iv., vs. 3) he writes: "For this is the will of 
God, even your sanctification. That each one of you may know how to possess himself of his own vessel in sanctification
." (vs. 4.) "For God called us not for uncleanness, but in sanctification." (vs. 7.) 

Notice how this is all connected together as a logical and rhetorical whole. "I desire to see you and perfect your faith, to t
he end ye may be unblamable in holiness: FOR this is the will of God even your sanctification: FOR God hath called us 
unto sanctification." This is so interlocked and dove-tailed and glued together that it cannot be pulled apart, or wrenched 
from its meaning. 

(4) In the fifth chapter and nineteenth verse we read, "Quench not the Spirit. What has that to do with this subject? Every
thing. It is the Spirit who sanctifies, as the Word four times declares. Our hearts are cleansed through the baptism with t
he Holy Ghost. Therefore he that quenches the Spirit defeats the will of God and prevents his work of grace in the soul. 

(5) He says (chap. 5, vs. 22), "Abstain from every form of evil." And what bearing has this upon the subject? Very, very 
much. Only those get sanctified who abstain from evil and are walking in the light. Start a holiness meeting in any comm
unity: it will be the very best Christians who will be the first at the altar to seek holiness. Why? Because they are prayerfu
lly walking with God, and welcome all the light He sends to their hearts. The command is, "Quench not the Spirit and abs
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tain from all evil," and then the prayer. (verse 23.) 

(6) "And the God of peace himself sanctify you wholly, and may your spirit and soul and body be preserved entire withou
t blame." How much there is in that wonderful prayer for believers! 

(a) You can not get sanctification by your own growth or development or by any human doings or deservings. The "God 
of peace himself" does the sanctifying, and brings the "peace of God that passeth understanding" to the heart. 

(b) The verb "sanctify" is in the aorist tense and signifies an instantaneous, completed action. God sanctifies by one of H
is own almighty acts in a moment of time. 

(c) He does it "completely;" holoteleis, as the Greek word is, meaning the whole, to the end of all necessity of our being. 
The German Bible translates it, "through and through." 

(d) The apostle enlarges upon the completeness of it by saying, "May your spirit and soul and body be preserved in this 
sanctification." The Greek word for "body" means our physical being. The word translated "soul," means the principle of l
ife, and such faculties as we share with lower animals. The word translated "Spirit" means that higher spiritual faculty by 
which we perceive duty and obligation; by which we know God and our accountability to Him; the faculty which makes u
s companions and fellows with angels in the spirit-realm. These three compose the whole of our being. From the crown 
of our head to the sole of our feet there is nothing more of us but our clothes. 

So completely may God's grace sanctify and keep us all! 

What a wonderful salvation it is! Carnality slain! The old man crucified! His vile affections and lusts all gone! The body ha
ving only normal appetites and passions! 

The soul having clean thoughts and holy desires! The spirit seeing God and rejoicing in His companionship and presenc
e and love. This is salvation; this is life; the foretaste and beginning of life eternal. 

Then, following this wonderful prayer, is a promise; (vs. 24) "Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will do it." Calleth to 
what? In the previous chapter, (4: vs. 7), he has said that God calls us to sanctification. Here he says: "Faithful is he that
calleth you, who also will do it." Do what? Why, SANCTIFY US. That is what he is writing about, and exhorting to, and pr
aying for. Nothing can be more evident. 

A man said, "It took two to sanctify me." "Who were they?" was asked. "Why, it took me and God." "What did God do?" "
He sanctified me." "What did you do?" "I let him." That is the truth. 

It is God's will that we be sanctified. He calls us to the experience. He will do it for us if we will let Him. If we will consent 
to obey God absolutely, to do and say and be what God wants of us; if we will put our all on God's altar, our good things,
our soul, body and spirit, mind, heart, will, possessions, influence, reputation, time, talents, -- all, all to be forever the Lor
d's; if we will consent to walk with Jesus and bear the reproach of holiness in a godless, Christ-hating world, and look up
in faith and prayer that will take no denial and claim the blessing by faith, the Holy Spirit will be poured out. The blessing 
will come; it will not tarry. The willing God will not disappoint his waiting and expectant child. 

We have now found that this second blessing of sanctification is not a theory, but a matter of experience and of theology
, and that it is unmistakably taught in the Scripture. 

Re: THE SECOND BLESSING IN EXPERIENCE, IN THEOLOGY, AND IN THE BIBLE  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2013/7/20 9:19
Saints,

I want to encourage brothers and sisters on the forums to not polorize and try and try and convince others to their opinio
n of the extreme of a calvinist view that leaves people helpless in practicing some sins. Or a teaching on perfectionism t
hat puts a great emphasis on a one-time experience to overcome all sins before Christ comes back. Both are not fully S
criptural and are extremes at each end of the truth that Christ died to forgive our sins and also gives us the power by the
Holy Spirit to be overcoming of habitual sins by His grace and Spirit.
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We must NOT mistake that yes we will have always inward sin and sinful realizations but this can never be a habitual wil
lful sin. If such is found in our lives if we are truly Christ's we will hate it and ask for all the graces of Christ to overcome a
nd put it to death. We can never coddle and be friends with sin in this life.

The sin we will always have is a sense of the holiness of God and that we are not. That we have a selfishness that daily 
needs to be put to death and to carry the cross denying ourselves. 

saints may we try and find the middle ground where all of us as Christians can agree and learn together. We must reme
mber that Weslyism and others reacted to the lack of teachings of holiness. Though very good we cannot put our faith 1
00% in reactionary theology but must seek the right balance and place in the middle where Scriptures put us.

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2013/7/20 10:40
Many tell us that no man can be saved from sin in this life. Will these persons permit us to ask, how much sin may we be
saved from in this life? 

Something must be ascertained on this subject:

1. That the soul may have some determinate object in view;
2. That it may not lose its time, or employ its faith and energy, in praying for what is impossible to be attained.

Now, as He was manifested to take away our sins, 1 Jn.3:5, to destroy the works of the devil, 1 Jn. 3:8; and as His blood
cleanseth from all sin and unrighteousness, 1 Jn. 1:7, 9; is it not evident that God means that believers in Christ shall be 
saved from all sin? For if His blood cleanses from all sin, if He destroys the works of the devil (and sin is the work of the 
devil), and if he who is born of God does not commit sin, 1 Jn. 3:9, then he must be cleansed from all sin.

And, while he continues in that state he lives without sinning against God, for the seed of God remaineth in him, and he 
cannot sin because he is born, or begotten, of God, 1 Jn. 3:9.

How strangely warped and blinded by prejudice and system must men be who, in the face of such evidence as this, will 
still dare to maintain that no man can be saved from his sin in this life, but must daily commit sin, in thought, word, and d
eed, as the Westminster divines have asserted. That is, every man is laid under the fatal necessity of sinning as many w
ays against God as the devil does through his natural wickedness and malice; for even the devil himself can have no oth
er way of sinning against God except by thought, word, and deed.

And yet, according to these, and others of the same creed, Â“even the most regenerate sin thus against God as long as 
they live.Â” It is a miserable salvo to say, they do not sin so much as they used to do, and they do not sin habitually, only
occasionally.

Alas for this system! Could not the grace that saved them partially save them perfectly? Could not that power of God tha
t saved them from habitual sin, save them from occasional or accidental sin? Shall we suppose that sin, how potent soe
ver it may be, is as potent as the Spirit and grace of Christ? And may we not ask, If it was for GodÂ’s glory and their goo
d that they were partially saved, would it not have been more for GodÂ’s glory and their good if they had been perfectly s
aved? But the letter and spirit of GodÂ’s word, and the design and end of ChristÂ’s coming, is to save his people from th
eir sins.

Dr. Macknight having stated that the Greek word for purifieth (1 Jn. 3:3), is in the present tense, most ridiculously draws 
this conclusion from it: 

Â“In this life no one can attain to perfect purity. By this text, therefore, as well as by 1 Jn. 1:8, those fanatics are condem
ned who imagine they are able to live without sin.Â”

Yes, doctor, the men you call fanatics do most religiously believe that, by the grace of Christ cleansing and strengthenin
g them, they can live without grieving the Spirit of God, and without sinning against their heavenly Father. And they belie
ve that, if they are not thus saved, it is their own fault.

But a blind man must ever be a bad judge of colors.
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Re: , on: 2013/7/20 12:12
Dear saints:

I agree with both brother Greg and brother Colin: in how we must approach the teachings of Christian Perfection and hy
per Calvinism. We are to be holy as He is holy, also we are to take heed unto our self lest we fall. "So you too, when you
do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to ha
ve done.'" "If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnes
s."

I have known several dear brothers in the Lord (for over 20 years), some would be more Calvinist in their theology while 
others are more Wesleyan in their theology. However, when we come together in fellowship we seek to encourage one 
another by sharing the practical fiery trials that we are daily facing in life and how to overcome the evil one. The discussi
on of doctrines does not give us much edification, nor does it build us up in the love of God. We at times confess our sin(
s), admonish one another, and all the one another's in scriptures.

We need zoe life, yes the abundantly life, the law of the liberty of life in Christ. We cannot live off of yesterdays bread, bu
t we need fresh manna from heaven today. Today is the day of salvation. We need a new Word from the Lord Himself to
day, we need the cross today, we need to deny our self today. We need Him to visit us today and dine with us, while con
tinuing to perfect that which He has begun, transforming us daily into His image.

Dear saints, we were called into one body and because of this you are bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh and I nee
d you and you need me. "But God has so composed the body, giving more abundant honor to that member which lacked
, so that there may be no division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one another."

Let me ask you dear saints: what do we need? what do I need?

We must not put anything in the way of our brothers and sisters to cause them to stumble, but lay down our life (psuche,
natural life, soulish life) and "put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh in regard to its lusts."

We need the life of Christ and we each have a measure of it, but let us lay aside the besetting sin and other weighty thin
gs which keep us down (i.e., debating of doctrines, etc.), and fix our eyes on Jesus the Author and finisher of our faith. L
et us be the fullness of Christ in our home and local community. Let us suffer on behalf of the body of Christ, while reme
mbering our brothers and sisters in chains/prison for their faith. "Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Sp
irit, and watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints."

"If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, and one of you says to them, Â“Go in peace, be warm
ed and be filled,Â” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?"

Saints, please give me food (i.e., spiritual meat) and please give me clothing (i.e., put on the Lord Jesus Christ and be cl
othed with His rightousness). I also must do the same for you. A prayer is not good enough if it does not produce the life 
of Christ and give us what we need.

"Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them meat in due se
ason?" Blessed are those whom give meat to the saints in due season. 

"Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters" (Heb. 13:1).

Love in Christ's name,

Kenneth & Bia
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Re:  - posted by TrueWitness, on: 2013/7/20 12:30
Sanctification is both instantaneous and complete and yet progressive as long as we live in these unglorified bodies. 

Our spirits were completely made holy and righteous by the redemptive vicarious work of Jesus Christ on the Cross. Bec
ause we are now in Christ, our position and standing before God is the same as Jesus himself. This is a gift from God a
nd even the faith needed to appropriate this is a gift from God so that no man can boast in or of himself.

Our state (our actual practice, behavior, conduct, speech, etc.) is another matter. We are being conformed and transfor
med into the image of Christ from glory to glory as we behold Him. This suggests a moment by moment PROCESS. We 
learn how to walk in the Spirit by depending on and being led by Him and placing no confidence in ourselves. This never
becomes an automatic thing as we still have flesh to contend with. Paul says that there dwells no good thing in his flesh.
Seasoned Bible students know that in many instances Paul's use of the word "flesh" means more than simply the physic
al body. This is just such an instance. It includes the body but deals with our minds and wills being influenced and led by
desires of the body and the self. 

So our spirit (the real you) is completely holy and sanctified and dead to sin. Our minds are being renewed. And our "fles
h" is at enmity with God till Jesus comes and we get our glorified bodies.

As Christians, Christ has given us liberation from the tyranny and dominion of sin. Our experiencing that liberation is a m
oment by moment affair that requires abiding in Christ, walking in the Spirit, and of course not quenching the Spirit. We d
on't get proficient in these disciplines over-night. We have to appropriate all that is ours in Christ by faith and yielding (ob
eying) the Spirit. It is more about trusting than trying (in your own resources). Holiness comes from living from you Spirit-
indwelt and led human spirit.

Sin in Greek means "to miss the mark". Regardless of whether or not you are trying to 'hit the mark.' Living in debaucher
y or rebellion we know is sin. But who can perfectly and at all times keep the great commandment, 'You shall love the Lo
rd you God with all your heart and all your soul and all your mind.'? Even if you try really hard in your own resolve and wi
llpower you will fall short. So this idea that if you don't believe in sinless perfection you must be promoting the notion of "
necessity of sin" is complete nonsense. Larry Byrd was probably the best basketball free-thrower ever. One time he mad
e about 100 free throws consecutively and they all went in. When he missed that next free throw it wasn't because of ne
cessity. It was because of a weakness or inability in him and he was trying. This corresponds in the Christian experience
to not walking in the Spirit. Paul would not command us to walk and be filled with the Spirit if it was something that could 
be obtained once and for all by the Baptism of the Spirit, second blessing.

Yes, if we were Holy Spirit controlled 100% of the time we would walk in sinless perfection. But between the Holy Spirit a
nd sinless perfection is us. And even if we are trying to be sinless we can become distracted, trust in our own ability, or a
thousand other reasons we fail.

I just want to re-emphasize that holiness in conduct, speech, attitude, etc. is a moment by moment affair. And you don't 
get an inoculation against the desire to sin by some one-time experience.

Re: , on: 2013/7/20 13:05
TrueWitness

Actually you do get an innoculation against the desire to sin by a one time experience but it is also a moment by moment
thing to stay in that one moment experience by trusting in the Blood. I would be interested to hear how you see the men 
and women that Colin has written about/quoted, as you think they are deluded presumably. Yet some of them led the gr
eatest revivals we have ever seen and led tens of thousands to Christ. It is quite a sizeable part of the church throughout
history that witnessed to a second blessing that enabled them to obey God's command to love Him with their whole hear
t and soul, which He would not have commanded if it were not possible. 

They invariably have been the most prolific of Christians. 
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After the crisis sin is rare, and there is no desire for it as that was burnt out by the 'fire', and never comes from temptatio
n to sin but through failing to depend on the inspiration  of the Holy Spirit. Some men go on to never sin again but it is co
mmon for others to fall into a sin once but get restored after that.

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2013/7/20 17:28
True Witness,

I see sanctification in much the same way as you do.
The belief that we have to sin every day is just as wrong
as believing that we can live in a state of sinless perfection
In this life.  

Sin no longer has dominion over the one that is born of God,
but there is always the possibility of sinning, for in my flesh 
dwells no good thing. 

Sanctification is both instantaneous at salvation, as The Lord sees 
us in Christ as holy, unblamable, and without reproach, but the 
work of the Holy Spirit in us is progressive throughout our lifetime.

Mike

Re: Brother Greg - posted by proudpapa, on: 2013/7/20 21:47
////We must NOT mistake that yes we will have always inward sin and sinful realizations////

If I view Scripture from my experience or the experiences of those around me, than I would have to agree with this. 

but if I lay my experience a side and just read Scripture, than I am not totally convinced that Scripture teaches that we wi
ll have to always have inward sin and sinful realizations.

I am also not totally convinced of the doctrine of the "SECOND BLESSING", probably because it has not yet been that o
f my experience.

I have experienced victory over a habitual sin, that I was unable to get victory over with my own will power.

The power to overcome it did not come gradual it came instantly, It did not come by my ongoing attempt to crucify mysel
f or a seven step program, it came by reliezing myself dead and that that old habit and the old habitual sinner was put to 
death. The power to overcome came by a Spirtual breakthrough that was birthed after a long time of travail.
 
The guilt and the Identifying of myself with the sin had to be removed. 

But I still have character flaws and inward sin, things I never even reliezed when I was bogged down by the larger more 
obvious sins,  

So I am at the cross roads, do I try to approach overcoming the remaining sins by drinking a glass of self-denial daily or 
do I seek for a deeper break through.

It does seem that their are Scriptures that suggest both ways, so I would ask that further discussion continue on the subj
ect.
 from the post that I have read both Brenda and Colin have conducted themselves appropriately.  and their are Preacher
s promoted by SI, that hold very simmiler views to what they are espousing.
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Re: Paul West  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2013/7/20 23:51
 Paul West wrote in the locked thread: ////This daily, provisional motivation and responsibility to not feed the flesh but rat
her mortify its lusts through our collaboration with the Holy Spirit is entirely scriptural and I can provide dozens of verses 
if anyone would like////

I would be interested in those verses being provided, Paul W or anyone else like minded giving their understanding of th
ose verses and also Brenda and Colin or anyone else like minded giving their understanding to those verses.

I believe this could be done in a non contentious way. 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 1:27
lets not confuse the seconed blessings and the so called third blessing which is what krautfra is talking about ,,,this is no
t holiness doctrine  as taught by weasly and others ,,this is even what krautfra has said recently ,,,it also worth noticing t
hat many who believe in a seconed blessing define it differently due to different definitions of what exactly sin is,,this see
ms to be why there is much division in the second blessing camp ,, also the fact that peoples experience of the second b
lessings ,often induses  different levels of scencing ones flesh and holiness of Christ    which is probably due upon the s
overen porpus of god that he is working out through his individual children 

we need to keep things like this in mind and not box in gods spirit  to an experience of ours or somebody elses  that we 
don't even know  

we only need to look as far as weasly and whitfield  to see this ,,,both preached under the same powerful anointing

I think we all agree that one cant preach with power and boldness and see multitudes of conversion  with out the baptis
m of the spirit 

blessings 

I loved how greg just put that 

well said true witness ,that hit the mark  brother 

Re:  - posted by PaulWest (), on: 2013/7/21 1:54

Quote:
-------------------------I would be interested in those verses being provided, Paul W or anyone else like minded giving their understanding of those verses 
and also Brenda and Colin or anyone else like minded giving their understanding to those verses.
-------------------------

Dear friend, I have written two books which deal in great detail with spiritual warfare and in overcoming sin through the g
race of the New Covenant. I can provide not only dozens, but hundreds of verses which explain the promises of God an
d how He equips us for this victory - including our responsibility in relation to it. Unlike salvation, we actually have a colla
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borative part in overcoming, but this effort is one of rest and total surrender.

We are in a war. The world fights against us through a spiritual system engineered to electrify the flesh and stimulate the
mind by way of carnality. The flesh is conducive to this system and must be mortified by the Spirit of God to quell its viol
ence against the inner man (Galatians 5:17). Demonic forces ruthlessly assault our minds seeking to erect strongholds a
nd control the direction of our thoughts. In this fight, God does His part, and we do ours. God will not work in this area wi
thout us, and there is no one-time quick fix to teleport you out of the arena this side of mortality. But what God has promi
sed is that while in the arena we can partake of His Divine Nature (2 Peter 1:4) and overcome Satan, the world's system 
and the lusts of our flesh daily. 

The Baptism in the Holy Spirit is the gateway to this life of overcoming; it puts us where we need to be: in the "Source", t
o receive power and grace as we abide in Christ. The blood also flows here in conjunction with the Spirit, a great Fountai
n of continuous cleansing and justification to those who walk in the light (I John 1:9). Light is given progressively as we o
bey that which has already been shown to us (Phil. 3:16).

Some verses that speak of our collaborative effort with the Holy Spirit in our walk are: We are exhorted by the Holy Spirit
to keep our minds strong and tight (I Peter 1:13); to keep our minds occupied by pure and wholesome things which are a
pproved by God (Philippians 3:13-14); to scrutinize and arrest any and all unauthorized thoughts (II Corinthians 10:3-5); 
to keep our hearts and minds in peace by not worrying (Philippians 4:6-7); to diligently keep our hearts from being subve
rted (Proverbs 4:23); to protect our hearts by taking on the very mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5); to be renewed in the spi
rit of our minds (Ephesians 4:23); to be transformed by the renewing of our minds to know the perfect will of God (Roma
ns 12:2); to have rule over our own spirits (Proverbs 16:32; 25:28); to not allow past failings to torment us (Philippians 3:
13,14); to mortify the flesh by Â“putting onÂ” the Lord Jesus Christ, so that by failing to provide the flesh with substance t
he lusts of body will not be fulfilled (Romans 13:14); and to Â“armÂ” ourselves with the same mind Jesus Christ had, unt
o suffering in the flesh to the ceasing of sin (I Peter 4:1-2). 

All these verses and many more (I can send you my books free of charge, in which these and hundreds of other verses 
are looked at in detail) denote an on-going collaborative effort between us and the Holy Spirit. The true overcoming life i
s an exchanged life: ours for Christ's. I believe that is the true purpose of the Holy Spirit. So we can love like Christ loved
, give like Christ gave, walk like Christ walked. Is Jesus addicted to pornography? Does He love money? Does He argue
theology? Does He hold grudges, fear the future, fight for earthly causes? "As He is, so are we in the world" (I John 4:17
). 

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 3:43
brothergary wrote : lets not confuse the second blessings and the so called third blessing which is what krautfra is talkin
g about ,,,this is not holiness doctrine as taught by weasly and others ,,this is even what krautfra has said recently ,,,it al
so worth noticing that many who believe in a seconed blessing define it differently due to different definitions of what exa
ctly sin is,,this seems to be why there is much division in the second blessing camp 

------------------------------------------------------------
Brother

The Via Triplex has been taught for longer than the second blessing school of Wesley, and was also a lesser part of the 
Holiness Movement. It is found more in Christian Mysticism or union with God and I am mostly familiar with it in the early
Quaker movement. It is not worth arguing about because there is nothing wrong with the second blessing teaching unles
s it is coming from the pseudo charismatic baptism of the Spirit which is to do with 'power' rather than holiness. That is w
here the confusion comes from.

The second blessing so called, comes before the third and is only a concern for those who want to go further. If not the 
Holy Spirit will leave them alone and naturally they will think that this is all there is. It is only as we hunger and thirst that 
we will receive further revelations. I proclaimed to myself one day that I wanted to go as far with God as possible for ma
n. My life on earth was meaningless otherwise due to my childhood which I won't go into. 
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Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 4:06
that's what I said Brenda ,,,it was not what weasly taught  nor what the general weaslen holiness taught it was even
denounces as heresy

so that should be made clear to those who are seeking to follow what weasly taught 

the man who propounded this third blessing  all so was very very questionable in his general out look of scripture   

notice the leaglisim in his teachings 

wikki

By 1900, Irwin also taught there were additional "baptisms of fire" he called baptisms of "dynamite", "lyddite", and
"oxidite". This "chemical jargon" never took root within the church and was abandoned by Irwin's successors.

Other doctrines held by Irwin were also rejected after his departure. He, like other holiness Christians, was against wom
en wearing "needless ornamentation". However, he also applied this prohibition to men, making it a sin to wear neckties.
He also said it was a sin to eat anything forbidden by the dietary laws of the Old Testament. As a result, the church was 
sometimes called "the no ties, no hog-meat people."

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 4:10
proudpapa

The problem with the method being espoused on here and by many in the church, is that it is missing something vital. It i
s the cross as in, Willian Penn's "No Cross No Crown". 

It is mentioned in passing in this teaching and it is often very difficult to see the error but what does become easy to see 
for those who have the calling of God on their lives as ministers of the gospel, and who hunger and thirst for holiness is, 
that it does not work, no matter how determined we are. 

We cannot stop worrying through will power and if we do succeed in subduing one sin, another one will pop up. As you s
aw through your own experience, freedom is gained by the power of God given in an instant. This is the way God works,
and which shows us that it was His doing not ours so the praise of it goes to Him. The other way leads a man to become
proud. Gradual means flesh is working although there is always growth once one has been entirely sanctified but it is not
a growth towards being entirely submitted to God and a faithful servant. 

During the first action of the cross we have revelation of the work of Christ for forgiveness for sins past, but more than lik
ely it is during a second revelation that we learn how to have victory over all conscious sin, which is that we must cease f
rom working from the flesh and accept it by faith and no longer make the mistake of the Galatians. We don't usually rece
ive this revelation at the beginning because we have yet to learn the futility of having uncrucified flesh as our strength.

The sermons on this site are a mixture of both sides of the conflict and I advise you to investigate further the holiness wa
y so that you know exactly what it teaches rather than reject it through misunderstandings and I suggest reading this

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=6264 and further works of the writer but most
of all to listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to you to guide you safely.

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 4:15
brothergary

There was a lot of error going around in the Holiness Movement and a lot of false prophets which is to be expected. I am
not going against Wesley and second blessing teaching and would appreciate it if you would say exactly where I differ fr
om him with quotations. He preached that man can live without sin in this life. 

Page 13/29



Scriptures and Doctrine :: THE SECOND BLESSING IN EXPERIENCE, IN THEOLOGY, AND IN THE BIBLE 

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 4:37
To help you I will lay out my beliefs. 

Christ was incarnate in the flesh and lived His life as man and God. He was crucified and rose again in body. 

We are saved by faith in His finished work on the cross not by knowledge but through the power of the Holy Spirit with w
hom we are Baptised into Christ who lives His life in us as we depend on Him daily to keep us cleansed from sin from w
hich He came to save us. 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 4:44
Brenda   I never pronounced any one as a hertic  you have falsely acused be so to speak by implying I should show evid
ence ,,,,sister that would equat to sin on your part ,,,so much for being perfectly sinless ,,,,

I said that the third blessing was denounced as a heresy ,, I defenitly didn't denounce it my self at all 

you go against weasly when you teach a third blessing ,,,he taught  only two,,that is a main difference  I would think ,,whi
ch would imply that the second blessing isn't a full sanctification 

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 4:55
As I said, it is a waste of time arguing about how many blessings there are. I agree there is a second blessing of delivera
nce from the power of conscious sin which is sanctification and the teaching of Wesley. I am only interested in helping th
ose who are seeking sanctification. 

I would like to see some quotes from Wesley to show where he denounced a further stage. His writings are actually a fu
sion of both teachings showing he read those from the Via Triplex but he actually only got so far as a second blessing hi
mself which does not alter my respect for him and the great work he did for Christ. 

I misunderstood what you said, it was not clear so I have removed the question asking you how I am a heretic.  

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 5:12
In an effort to put at rest the dispute over Wesley, I have quoted him from A Plain Account where he is clearly teaching s
inless perfection. However in other places he seems to allow unintentional sin. If he had achieved the same stage as Fo
x, he would have been much clearer in his teachings.

"In what sense then are they perfect? Observe, we are not now speaking of babes in Christ, but adult Christians But eve
n babes in Christ are so far perfect as not to commit sin. This St. John affirms expressly; and it cannot be disproved by t
he examples of the Old Testament. For what, if the holiest of the ancient Jews did sometimes commit sin? We cannot inf
er from hence, that 'all Christians do and must commit sin as long as they live.'

"This is the glorious privilege of every Christian, yea, though he be but a babe in Christ. But it is only of grown Christians
it can be affirmed, they are in such a sense perfect, as, Secondly, to be freed from evil thoughts and evil tempers. First, f
rom evil or sinful thoughts. Indeed, whence should they spring? 'Out of the heart of man,' if at all, 'proceed evil thoughts.'
If, therefore, the heart be no longer evil, then evil thoughts no longer proceed out of it: For 'a good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit.'

 They are freed from evil thoughts, so that they cannot enter into them, no, not for a moment. Aforetime, when an evil th
ought came in, they hooked up, and it vanished away. But now it does not come in, there being no room for this, in a sou
l which is full of God. They are free from wanderings in prayer. Whensoever they pour out their hearts in a more immedi
ate manner before God, they have no thought of anything past, or absent, or to come, but of God alone. In times past, th
ey had wandering thoughts darted in, which yet fled away hike smoke; but now that smoke does not rise at all. They hav
e no fear or doubt, either as to their state in genera, or as to any particular action.  The 'unction from the Holy One' teach
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eth them every hour what they shall do, and what they shall speak;  nor therefore have they any need to reason concern
ing it. They are in one sense freed from temptations; for though numberless temptations fly about them, yet they trouble 
them not. At all times their souls are even and calm, their hearts are steadfast and unmovable. Their peace, flowing as a
river, 'passeth all understanding,' and they 'rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.' For they 'are sealed by the Spi
rit unto the day of redemption,' having the witness in themselves, that 'there is laid up for' them a 'crown of righteousness
~ which the Lord will give' them 'in that day.'

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 5:44
to keep weasly in contex with what he taught would be a hard thing to do due to the amount of wrightings  and how we
all change and inhance our views as we grow

 
Perfection is the process of sanctification which is both an instantaneous and a progressive work of grace. It may also
be called entire sanctification, in which the heart of the believer is cleansed from inbred sin by the infilling of the Holy
Spirit. Christian perfection, according to Wesley, is Â“purity of intention, dedicating all the life to GodÂ” and Â“the mind
which was in Christ, enabling us to walk as Christ walked.Â” It is "loving God with all our heart, and our neighbor as
ourselves". It is Â“a restoration not only to the favor, but likewise to the image of God,Â” our Â“being filled with the fullne
ss of God.Â”

Wesley was clear that Christian perfection did not imply perfection of bodily health or an infallibility of judgment. It also d
oes not mean one no longer violates the will of God, for involuntary transgressions remain. Perfected Christians remain 
subject to temptation, and have continued need to pray for forgiveness and holiness. It is not an absolute perfection but 
a perfection in love. Furthermore, Wesley did not teach a salvation by perfection, but rather says that, Â“Even perfect hol
iness is acceptable to God only through Jesus Christ.Â”

Wesley did not use perfection to describe sinlessness. Similarly, perfection is not the state of being unable to sin, but rat
her the state of choosing not to sin. Wesley's perfection represents a change of life, a freedom from willful rebellion agai
nst God, impure intentions, and pride. Wesley also did not view perfection as permanent.

As regarding the concept of sinless perfection, John Wesley himself did not use this term and noted in his book A Plain 
Account of Christian Perfection that "...sinless perfection is a phrase I never use, lest I should seem to contradict myself.
"
 wikki

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 6:00
weasly says 

. 1. In the first place I shall endeavor to show in what sense Christians are not perfect. And both from experience and
Scripture it appears, First, that they are not perfect in knowledge: they are not so perfect in this life as to be free from
ignorance. They know, it may be, in common with other men, many things relating to the present world; and they know,
with regard to the world to come, the general truths which God hath revealed. They know, likewise, (what the natural
man receiveth not, for these things are spiritually discerned,) "what manner of love" it is wherewith "the Father" hath
loved them, "that they should be called the sons of God."  They know the mighty working of his Spirit in their hearts;  and
the wisdom of his providence, directing all their paths,  and causing all things to work together for their good.  Yea, they 
know in every circumstance of life what the Lord requireth of them, and how to keep a conscience void of offence both to
ward God and toward man.  

4. No one, then, is so perfect in this life, as to be free from ignorance. Nor, Secondly, from mistake; which indeed is almo
st an unavoidable consequence of it; seeing those who "know but in part"  are ever liable to err touching the things whic
h they know not. It is true, the children of God do not mistake as to the things essential to salvation: They do not "put dar
kness for light, or light for darkness;"  neither "seek death in the error of their life."  For they are "taught of God," and the 
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way which he teaches them, the way of holiness, is so plain, that "the wayfaring man, though a fool, need not err therein.
"  But in things unessential to salvation they do err, and that frequently. The best and wisest of men are frequently mista
ken even with regard to facts; believing those things not to have been which really were, or those to have been done whi
ch were not. 

5. Nay, with regard to the Holy Scriptures themselves, as careful as they are to avoid it, the best of men are liable to mist
ake, and do mistake day by day; especially with respect to those parts thereof which less immediately relate to practice. 
Hence even the children of God are not agreed as to the interpretation of many places in holy writ: Nor is their difference
of opinion any proof that they are not the children of God on either side; but it is a proof that we are no more to expect a
ny living man to be infallible than to be omniscient. 

8. Nor can we expect, till then, to be wholly free from temptation. Such perfection belongeth not to this life. It is true, ther
e are those who, being given up to work all uncleanness with greediness,  scarce perceive the temptations which they re
sist not, and so seem to be without temptation. There are also many whom the wise enemy of souls, seeing to be fast as
leep in the dead form of godliness, will not tempt to gross sin, lest they should awake before they drop into everlasting b
urnings. I know there are also children of God who, being now justified freely,  having found redemption in the blood of C
hrist,  for the present feel no temptation. God hath said to their enemies, "Touch not mine anointed, and do my children 
no harm."  And for this season, it may be for weeks or months, he causeth them to "ride on high places;"  he beareth the
m as on eagles' wings,  above all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  But this state will not last always; as we may learn fr
om that single consideration, -- that the Son of God himself, in the days of his flesh, was tempted even to the end of his l
ife.  Therefore, so let his servant expect to be; for "it is enough that he be as his Master." 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 6:03
now some of this seems like a contradiction to what Brenda wrote ,,we need to not isolate any of it but as with scripture 
keep it in one contex  and interprat it in light of scripture 

god bless us 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 6:10
weasly says 

 Christian perfection, therefore, does not imply (as some men seem to have imagined) an exemption either from
ignorance or mistake, or infirmities or temptations. Indeed, it is only another term for holiness. They are two names for
the same thing. Thus every one that is perfect is holy, and every one that is holy is, in the Scripture sense, perfect. Yet
we may, lastly, observe, that neither in this respect is there any absolute perfection on earth. There is no perfection of
degrees, as it is termed; none which does not admit of a continual increase. So that how much soever any man hath
attained, or in how high a degree soever he is perfect, he hath still need to "grow in grace,"  and daily to advance in the 
knowledge and love of God his Saviour

it is interesting to see weasly  say there is no such thing as an perfection experience that does not admit to continual incr
ease 

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 6:13

Quote:
-------------------------The sermons on this site are a mixture of both sides of the conflict and I advise you to investigate further the holiness way so that y
ou know exactly what it teaches rather than reject it through misunderstandings and I suggest reading thisÂ…Â…Â…

https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/articles/index.php?view=article&aid=6264 

Â…Â…Â…and further works of the writer but most of all to listen to the Holy Spirit speaking to you to guide you safely. Brenda Jackson
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-------------------------

Well I took your advice. Reading this article which you have linked to here on SI I note that the author is a Samuel Logan
Brengle. He was a Salvationist. He died in 1932 and although he wrote a great deal, there have been only two recording
s of him speaking ever found. Of these two the first is a recording in which he describes the moment he came into the ex
perience which taught him that it was possible and desirable to live a holy life. It has to be noted that this experience is n
ot the baptism of the Holy Spirit, it was not accompanied with any supernatural experiences of any kind, save for one thi
ng. He was able to comprehend the love of God and experience it towards other men. This is in essence what Fox exper
ienced when he spoke of having his heart cleansed and then the door being shut. It was such a revelation and infilling of
the light of God that in it and by it he was able to comprehend that which to the natural man is incomprehensible. When 
Wesley came back from Georgia so disappointed at his inability to reach out to the Native Indians due to his fear of deat
h he suffered a crisis of faith. The Alder Gate experience was to Wesley what this experience was to Brengle. I am remi
nded that "perfect love casts out all fear" and also that "love covered a multitude of sins". The mercy of God for Wesley 
was the revelation that he was after all fully and wholly saved for eternity. It was the cross in its fullness and not so many
parts. 

If we insist of formulating doctrines and theologies around those things which God has given us we make of ourselves th
e object and therein do we deny the Father who has in His mercy taught us what it means when it is written "God is love"
.

As the Lord has said even an evil man  knows how to give good things to his children....how much more the Father Who 
is perfect. Or call no man good....only The Father.

This is the link to the recording I have spoken of.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KK5dF6a1Dhk

Let me tell you sister there is nothing in this encounter which goes beyond what any child of God could know if they had 
it in their hearts to know nothing save for the Father and the Son. 

Beyond that there are formulations here presented which are more akin to philosophy than truth and the matter will be pr
essed fully.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 6:29
that's what I believe Andrew ,,that baptisim  in the spirit is not this hyped up over top experience but something many of 
us have had as a second blessing  we just need to relive and be revived back to our lord and his son 

blessings brother 

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 6:46
brothergary wrote :

Christian perfection, therefore, does not imply (as some men seem to have imagined) an exemption either from
ignorance or mistake, or infirmities or temptations. Indeed, it is only another term for holiness. They are two names for
the same thing. Thus every one that is perfect is holy, and every one that is holy is, in the Scripture sense, perfect. Yet
we may, lastly, observe, that neither in this respect is there any absolute perfection on earth. There is no perfection of
degrees, as it is termed; none which does not admit of a continual increase. So that how much soever any man hath
attained, or in how high a degree soever he is perfect, he hath still need to "grow in grace,"  and daily to advance in the 
knowledge and love of God his Saviour

it is interesting to see weasly say there is no such thing as an perfection experience that does not admit to continual incr
ease 

------------------------------------------------------------
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The continual increase, is not about an increase of holiness, as he says Â“there is no perfection of degreesÂ” but a Â“gr
owth in grace advancing in the knowledge and love of GodÂ”. I agree with this entitrely.

I also agree with him saying that Â“they are not perfect in knowledge: they are not so perfect in this life as to be free fro
m ignorance.Â” Again I have said repeatedly on this forum that Christian Perfection allows for mistakes. Wesley explains
what he means by mistakes : 'A man may be filled with pure love, and still be liable to mistake.' Indeed I do not expect to
be freed from actual mistakes, till this mortal puts on immortality. I believe this to be a natural consequence of the soul's 
dwelling in flesh and blood. For we cannot now think at all, but by the mediation of those bodily organs which have suffer
ed equally with the rest of our frame. And hence we cannot avoid sometimes thinking wrong, till this corruptible shall hav
e put on incorruption.

"But we may carry this thought farther yet. A mistake in judgment may possibly occasion a mistake in practice. For insta
nce: Mr. De Renty's mistake touching the nature of mortification, arising from prejudice of education, occasioned that pra
ctical mistake, his wearing an iron girdle. And a thousand such instances there may be, even in those who are in the hig
hest state of grace. Yet, Where every word and action springs from love, such a mistake is not properly a sin.Â”

I see no contradiction with what Wesley taught on these matters.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 7:15
hi Brenda   you quoted weasly as saying 

They are freed from evil thoughts, so that they cannot enter into them, no, not for a moment. Aforetime, when an evil
thought came in, they hooked up, and it vanished away. But now it does not come in, there being no room for this, in a
soul which is full of God.

 I quoted him saying 

8. Nor can we expect, till then, to be wholly free from temptation. Such perfection belongeth not to this life. It is true,
there are those who, being given up to work all uncleanness with greediness,  scarce perceive the temptations which the
y resist not, and so seem to be without temptation. There are also many whom the wise enemy of souls, seeing to be fas
t asleep in the dead form of godliness, will not tempt to gross sin, lest they should awake before they drop into everlastin
g burnings. I know there are also children of God who, being now justified freely,  having found redemption in the blood 
of Christ,  for the present feel no temptation. God hath said to their enemies, "Touch not mine anointed, and do my childr
en no harm."  And for this season, it may be for weeks or months, he causeth them to "ride on high places;"  he beareth 
them as on eagles' wings,  above all the fiery darts of the wicked one.  But this state will not last always; as we may lear
n from that single consideration, -- that the Son of God himself, in the days of his flesh, was tempted even to the end of 
his life.  Therefore, so let his servant expect to be; for "it is enough that he be as his Master." 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/21 7:26
regarding degrees  weasly definition of degrees is of reaching a  level that does not continue to grow is a false notion ... 
hence the idea of a reaching a holy perfect level of sangtfication from one experience is what he would call or say  , this,
,,, there is no such this as degrees of perfection 

now we come to mistakes  weasly does not define them as sins ,,yet others do ,,,this is also where great contention lyes 
 I confess mistakes are sin and have mercy on us god make many of them   
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Re:  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2013/7/21 8:54
alot to meditate on.

//// freedom is gained by the power of God given in an instant. This is the way God works, and which shows us that it wa
s His doing not ours so the praise of it goes to Him.////

I do agree with this. 

 

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2013/7/21 10:51
Sorry it's a bit long. 

Quote by Proudpapa: I would be interested in those verses being provided, Paul W or anyone else like minded giving
their understanding of those verses and also Brenda and Colin or anyone else like minded giving their understanding to
those verses.

Quote Proupapa wants addressed: daily, provisional motivation and responsibility to not feed the flesh but rather mortify
its lusts through our collaboration with the Holy Spirit is entirely scriptural and I can provide dozens of verses if anyone
would like.

I will touch on this subjectÂ… but we must define what the flesh is.

The Greek word for Â“fleshÂ” in the New Testament is sarx, a term that can often in Scripture refer to the physical body.
However, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature describes the word this
way: Â“the physical body as functioning entityÂ”; in PaulÂ’s thought, all parts of the body constitute a totality known as
flesh.

We know that the body will not be dealt until it is glorified, but the Â“FleshÂ” is more than Â“the physical bodyÂ” as it
doesnÂ’t constitute the totality of what we are as humans. The question I would ask is the Â“the physical bodyÂ” evil in
and of itself or is it an instrument for either good or evil. 

Can the Â“the physical bodyÂ” have lusts?

The Â“the physical bodyÂ” has senses these are what Satan uses to tempt us! The enemy uses these three things, the
lust of the flesh(Â“the physical body as functioning entityÂ”);  the lust of the eyes (Â“the physical body as functioning
entityÂ”);  and the pride of life (Â“the physical body as functioning entityÂ”), to entice us to sin. The lust of the flesh
(Â“the physical body as functioning entityÂ”); includes tasting, touching, smelling, and hearing. The lust of the eyes is
seeing. The pride of life is thinking you are special because of who you are, what you have, what you know, or what you
look like. 

However temptation is not sin, what comes at you from the outside does not defile you. Â“But every man is tempted,
when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticedÂ”. The word translated "lust" here literally means "desire."
Temptation always begins with desire. Sin does not take place at the moment of desire. Rather, desire must "conceive"
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before it can produce sin. What does it mean for a desire to "conceive"? We know from scripture where the conception
that produces sin takes place: in the heart. Keep thy heart with all diligence: for out of it  the issues of life. It is in our hea
rt that we make our decisions. Sin must take root in the heart before it can be manifested in our lives.

Can the Â“the physical bodyÂ” have desires? ----- Yes the Â“the physical bodyÂ” can have desires, the desire for food b
ut that is not sin. Sin must be "conceived" in the heart.  So when the thought comes that says Â“you are specialÂ” thatÂ’
s not sin, however if you agree with that thought in your heart conception has taken place then sin is born. However as I 
said the body will not be dealt until it is glorified, we will always have desires of Â“the physical bodyÂ” but the Â“FleshÂ” i
s more than just Â“the physical bodyÂ”. Â“The physical bodyÂ” is an instrument a tool thatÂ’s used to interact with this w
orld and has five senses; taste, touch, smell, hearing, and seeing, it is not evil in itself.

The Flesh ---- Â“the physical body as functioning entityÂ” is Spirit, Soul and Body. From now onwards I will deal with the 
source of the defilement the soul or as itÂ’s commonly used in scripture Â“the heartÂ” as this is the place where sin is co
nceived. I will use the term flesh but keep in mind what I said about the Â“the physical bodyÂ” Can the root of the defile
ment the heart be dealt with; do we have to wait until we are glorified until itÂ’s pure? Jesus said Â“blessed are the pure 
in heart for they shall see GodÂ”, surely then it is possible to have a pure heart.

Something we must consider is the Covenants of God because through the whole of the Old Covenant there was always
one trouble: menÂ’s heart was not right with God and the central demand of the Old Covenant was Â“Obey My voice, an
d I will be your GodÂ”. In the New Covenant the evil is to be remedied. Its promise is a heart delighting in GodÂ’s law an
d capable of knowing and holding fellowship with Him and that he (God) will be your God.

In Galatians it shows us that the difference between the Old and New Covenants in three things.

  
1 The law and its works are contrasted with the hearing of faith. 
2 The flesh and its religion are contrasted with the flesh crucified. 
3 The impotence to good is contrasted with a walk in the liberty and the power of the Spirit.

1 Â“Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or the hearing of faith?Â” These Galatians had indeed been born into
the New Covenant; they had received the Holy Spirit. But they had been led away by Jewish teachers, and, though they 
had been justified by faith, they were seeking to be sanctified by works (made perfect); they were looking for the mainten
ance and the growth of their Christian life to the observance of the law. They had not understood that, equally with the b
eginning, the progress of the Divine life is alone by faith, day by day receiving its strength from Christ alone; that in Jesu
s Christ nothing avails but faith working by love.

Almost every believer makes the same mistake as the Galatian Christians. Very few learn at conversion at once that it is
only by faith that we stand, and walk, and live. They have no understanding of the meaning of PaulÂ’s teaching about be
ing dead to the law, freed from the lawÂ—about the freedom with which Christ makes us free. Â“As many as are led by t
he Spirit are not under the lawÂ”. Rather they regard the law as an ordinance for our direction, they consider themselves
prepared and fitted by conversion to take up the fulfillment of the law as a natural duty. They cannot understand that it is 
not to the law, but to a Living Person, that we are now bound, and that our obedience and holiness are only possible by t
he unceasing faith in His power ever working in us. It is only when this is seen, that we are prepared truly to live in the N
ew Covenant.

2 The second word, that reveals the Old Covenant spirit, is the word Â“flesh.Â” Its contrast is, the flesh crucified. Paul as
ks: Â“Are ye so foolish? Having begun in the Spirit, are ye made perfect in the flesh?Â” Flesh means our sinful human n
ature. At his conversion the Christian has generally no understanding of the evil of his nature, and the subtlety with whic
h it offers itself to take part in the service of God. It may be most willing in GodÂ’s service for a time; it may devise numb
erless observances for making His worship pleasing and attractive; and yet this may be all only what Paul calls Â“makin
g a fair show in the fleshÂ”. This power of the religious flesh is one of the great marks of the Old Covenant religion; it mis
ses the deep humility and spirituality of the true worship of God Â— a heart and life entirely dependent upon Him.

The proof that your operating in the religious flesh, is that the sinful flesh will be found to flourish along with it. It was with
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the Galatians. While they were making a fair show in the flesh, their daily life was full of bitterness and envy and hatred, 
pride and other sins. They were biting and devouring one another, can you see religious flesh operating in yourself can y
ou see it on the posts on sermon index? Religious flesh and sinful flesh are one, no wonder then with a great deal of reli
gion there is anger, temper, selfishness, pride and worldliness as they are so often found side by sideÂ…Â…Â…. The re
ligion of the flesh cannot conquer sin.

What a contrast to the religion of the New Covenant! What is the place the flesh? Â“They that are ChristÂ’s have crucifie
d the flesh, with its desires and affections.Â” Scripture speaks of the will of the flesh, the mind of the flesh, the lust of the 
flesh; all this true believer has seen to be condemned and crucified in Christ. Nothing less than the death of Christ was n
eeded to start the New Covenant, and the resurrection life that animates it, there is no entrance into the true New Coven
ant life other than by a partaking of that death.

3 Â“Fallen from grace.Â” This is a third word that describes the condition of these Galatians in that bondage. Paul is not 
speaking of a final falling away here, for he still addresses them as Christians, but of their having wandered from that wa
lk in the way of enabling and sanctifying grace, in which a Christian can get  the victory over sin. As long as grace is prin
cipally connected with pardon and the entrance to the Christian life, the flesh is the only power in which to serve and wor
k. But when we know what exceeding abundance of grace has been provided, and how God Â“makes all grace abound, 
that we may abound to all good works,Â” we know that, as it is by faith, so too it is by grace alone that we stand a single 
moment or take a single step.

The contrast to this life of impotence and failure is found in the one word, Â“the Spirit.Â” Of the New Covenant promise, 
Â“I will put My Spirit within you, and I will cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My judgmentsÂ”.

Please think about it Â“I will put My Spirit within you, and I will cause you to walk in My statutes, and ye shall keep My ju
dgments. Think about what Peter says speaking about the promised Holy Spirit: Acts 15:8-9 And God, which knoweth th
e hearts, bare them witness, giving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us and 
them, purifying their hearts by faith.

The Spirit deals with the root cause of the defilement it Â“purifies the hearts by faithÂ”  that is why you are enabled to wa
lk in God statutes and judgements.

Rememebr what Paul say to the Galatians Â“They that are ChristÂ’s have crucified the flesh, with its desires and affectio
ns.Â”

Crucifixion of the flesh Â“the totality of what we are as humansÂ” is the negative side of the cross it puts to death the de
sires and affections of the fallen heart and makes the body inactive for evil, the positive side of the cross is Resurrection 
where youÂ’ll find that your heart is purified by faith and that your desires and affections are completely changed, the bo
dy then becomes an implement for righteousness. You been changed from a fleshy being to a Spiritual being, your enab
led to walk in the spirit why because of the promise Â“I will cause you to walk in My statutesÂ” 

* edit spelling and to add a word

Re: , on: 2013/7/21 12:13
Good post Colin. I will add something I wrote a while back.

The sin that was committed by the children of Israel in the book of Ezra was that they had taken 'strange wives' and prod
uced children with them. God commanded that they put away these wives and offer a ram of the flock for their sins Ezra 
10v19. 

They repented and said to God And now O God what shall we say of this for we have forsaken thy commandments! Ez9
v10. 

Repentance is a gift from God, for we do not know how far we have fallen from whence we were first believed, when our
only desire was to do His will. Slowly our desire began to cool off. 

A Covenant was to be made to put away the strange wives and a time limit was given i.e. three days. Abraham also, afte
r being promised that the Lord God would give him a son, by his own works took a 'strange wife' and produced a son, ca
lling him Ishmael, who was not the true son but a son of bondage. 
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Galatians 4v24-31 and 5v1, speak of becoming entangled again with the yoke of bondage i.e. thinking that we, through 
our own works, that is to say, depending on them instead of on the Holy one, can enable us to carry out His commands. 
This leads us into bondage, putting ourselves back under the law. It must be all of Him to will and to work. Our part is to 
have faith and wait on Him, ready to co-operate when He tells us to do so. 

Abraham did not wait. He thought that time was running out for him. He lost faith in the God of the impossible. What was
required now, when repentance was granted, was to put away the strange wife and her children i.e. our own works whic
h is the body of sin or dependence on the flesh and confidence in it. Children are our fruit or what we produce, even in o
ur Christian service. 

As the Apostle Paul said I know that within me there is no good thing Gal 3v29 says And if ye be Christ's then are ye Abr
aham's seed and heirs according to the promise (Abrahamic Covenant) of faith 

We do not only depend on our own flesh, we look upon others to fulfil our needs which is the full total of flesh dependanc
e. It interferes with God's work, just as much. If we do not have faith that God alone will help us and wait upon Him to do 
so, we will look unto others. 

In the Old Covenant, it was the heart that was at fault. In the New, God provides for us a heart of living flesh, in which G
od places His law fear and love. Man failed to secure holiness under the old. The old heart is the body of sin. Man's part 
is to cast it off, to put it in the past, with all of its old resentments, lack of love, anger etc. 

God circumcises the heart, man casts off the old, discarding the flesh. In the New Covenant, God's presence with us do
es not depend on man's obedience as in the old. He says Â“you WILL obeyÂ” A fact not a command. It then becomes m
an's delight to obey, no longer will the body of sin drag us down and make obedience difficult and a burden. 

God requires us to love Him, 'wholeheartedly' to trust Him to equip us to do this. Our part is our willingness. We must tur
n from the past with all of its hurts and disappointments and look towards a new life in Him. Forget the old, with all of you
r sinful ways and your looking towards man to fulfil your needs, which only brings disappointment when that fails you. an
d wait on the Lord to come and take possession of your heart, looking to Him with ALL of your love Rom 6v6:- 

Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him that the BODY OF SIN may be destroyed that henceforth we should 
not serve sin 

Make no provision for the flesh. Trust the Lord that He will give the power to do this, to barricade the heart, the new hear
t so that sin shall no more be the victor. The Lord's word is as good as His deed. It is His will that we receive the new he
art. We only need to trust Him and believe that He will carry out the 'operation', and then we can rest in His promise. We 
can then act as though the deed is done as indeed it was, on the cross. We only need to appropriate it to ourselves. Ign
ore your feelings, just trust and accept this deliverance 

The evidence of the new heart is love shed abroad towards Him which brings the desire to have nothing for ourselves; o
ur only desire will be to bring Him pleasure and joy. Does this seem too high to achieve? Remember, we had a taste of it
when we first came to know Him. He longs to have this sort of fellowship with us. There is only the action of 'self' which s
eparates us from Him. 

We cannot love Him wholeheartedly unless we cast off this body of sin and leave behind the past, otherwise the heart re
mains uncircumcised and therefore unable to love Him fully, so preoccupied is it with the things in this life, its hurts and it
s remembrance of things past. 

The 'outer-man' needs to be broken, the body of sin. In its unbroken state it prevents the spirit from flowing out in its purit
y. It mixes with the prominent feature of the outer man which is our main characteristic. The Lord shines His light and we
see this and it is burned away for ever. We cannot stand in His sight and are 'undone' when we realise the extent of 'self'
even in His service with its self seeking. We do not need to do anything. It is done for us when the light shines in and we
see it. 

The spirit is then freed from its imprisonment in its hard unbroken outer shell. When it flows out, it brings with it the Lord'
s Spirit joined to it. This is what touches people and what brings refreshment, and not just words or emotion. 
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The Lord has removed the veil and opened the way into the sanctuary. Jesus entered in with His blood as the sacrifice r
equired, our Great High Priest led the way and opened it up for us, that we may enter in, into God's Holy presence and i
nto God's rest that He has preserved for the people of God. He removed the veil, rent it in two and said Today, if thou he
arest my voice, harden not your hearts as in the day of the provocation, but with boldness enter in 

The Lord longs for us to dwell within the sanctuary, ministering to Himself then going out and ministering to others. The '
outer-man' is the heart, the seat of the emotion and we must allow it to be broken so that our spirit can flow forth. The e
motions are to be our servants not our master. Stand on the word of God alone brethren, and refuse for ever the depend
ence in the flesh (cast out the body of sin)

Re:  - posted by proudpapa, on: 2013/7/21 14:37
RE: ///Remember, we had a taste of it when we first came to know Him. ./// 

I have tasted and more times than just the initial time I first came to know Him. 

This is where I am at the cross roads, it seems as Paul W, Greg and others are espousing that it is up to us to daily try t
o reachieve and mantain this filling, and their does seem to be many Scriptures that allude to this being the case.

It seems that Brenda and Colin are espousing pressing through such a deep breakthrough that very little conscious effor
t is needed on our part to maintain this filling once such a breakthrough has happened.

Alot of Scriptures seem to indicate both, but certainly I am encouraged and challenged by Colins desire to press on, I do
not see any reason to distract such a desire.

I have alot to continue to meditate on. 

  

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2013/7/21 15:00
Proudpapa - Thank you for those kind words.

If you were to take anything from what I wrote it would be these words which is a promise from God.

"I will put My Spirit within you, and I will cause you to walk in My statutes" 

Here is the testimony of Hudson Taylor 

http://www.antiochnc.net/uploads/1/5/0/9/15093264/10-testimony_of_hudson_taylor_the_exchanged_life.pdf

Re: , on: 2013/7/22 3:42
brothergary wrote : regarding degrees weasly definition of degrees is of reaching a level that does not continue to grow
is a false notion ... hence the idea of a reaching a holy perfect level of sangtfication from one experience is what he
would call or say , this,,,, there is no such this as degrees of perfection

------------------------------------------------------------

"There is no perfection of degrees, as it is termed; none which does not admit of a continual increase. So that how much
soever any man hath attained, or in how high a degree soever he is perfect, he hath still need to "grow in grace,"  and d
aily to advance in the knowledge and love of God his Saviour"

There is still growth and Wesley shows what sort of growth he means - in grace, "one perfected in love may grow in grac
e far swifter than he did before." and which he says continues in heaven :

"Q. 29. Can those who are perfect grow in grace?
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"A. Undoubtedly they can; and that not only while they are in the body, but to all eternity."

He is not equating grace with holiness.

Also advancing in knowledge.

On errors : "Q. But how can a liableness to mistake consist with perfect love? Is not a person who is perfected in love ev
ery moment under its influence? And can any mistake flow from pure love?

"A. I answer, (1.) Many mistakes may consist with pure love; (2.) Some may accidentally flow from it: I mean, love itself 
may incline us to mistake. The pure love of our neighbour, springing from the love of God, thinketh no evil, believeth and
hopeth all things. Now, this very temper, unsuspicious, ready to believe and hope the best of all men, may occasion our 
thinking some men better than they really are. Here then is a manifest mistake, accidentally flowing from pure love.

Re: , on: 2013/7/22 3:54
 Andrew wrote : It has to be noted that this experience is not the baptism of the Holy Spirit, 

-------------------------------------------------------------

The writer does not say his experience was not baptism of the Spirit, and amongst holiness writers whether Salvationists
or from other denominations, it does not matter, the experience is generally known as the baptism of the Spirit apart fro
m Pentecostal sources, who have not imo received the same baptism, and which was the reason of the great divide bet
ween them.

Your understanding is that it is not baptism of the Spirit is just that - your view. I have started another thread on what bap
tism of the Holy Spirit means, perhaps you would like to address the scriptures there?

Having the love of God and for others shed abroad in the heart is a miraculous sign of perfection and it is indeed availabl
e for all believers who desire deep union with their God but not for those who 'settle in their lees'.

All believers who attain a deeper level of faith then they had previously known have the same testimony even though the
way they reached it varied. They can't stop talking about it because it is so profound, which is how an encounter of God 
affects us, and it is even more profound than the time we first came to Christ for forgiveness. It also means persecution f
rom those in the flesh.

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/22 6:05
well we obviously totally disagree Brenda ,about what wealsy is saying ,,, all I can say  the paragraph should be kept in c
ontext  weasly   has linked perfection and it continual in crease  with growing in grace  these two cannot be separated ju
st as the god head is one 

I  honestly  believe that your letting your theology say something that wealsy is not saying 

 here's some more from a sermon from john ,and I have to say  I agree with him fully ,tho I would define most of what he 
is saying as sin   which would be to miss the mark ,  this is the christen perfection that I believe in 

weasly said 

 I will endeavour to show what perfection is. 

1. And First, I do not conceive the perfection here spoken of, to be the perfection of angels. As those glorious beings nev
er "left their first estate," never declined from their original perfection, all their native faculties are unimpaired: Their unde
rstanding, in particular, is still a lamp of light, their apprehension of all things clear and distinct, and their judgment alway
s true. Hence, though their knowledge is limited, (for they are creatures,) though they are ignorant of innumerable things,
yet they are not liable to mistake: Their knowledge is perfect in its kind. And as their affections are all constantly guided 
by their unerring understanding, so all their actions are suitable thereto; so they do, every moment, not their own will, but
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the good and acceptable will of God. Therefore it is not possible for man, whose understanding is darkened, to whom mi
stake is as natural as ignorance; who cannot think at all, but by the mediation of organs which are weakened and deprav
ed, like the other parts of his corruptible body; it is not possible, I say, for men always to think right, to apprehend things 
distinctly, and to judge truly of them. In consequence hereof, his affections, depending on his understanding, are various
ly disordered. And his words and actions are influenced, more or less, by the disorder both of his understanding and affe
ctions. It follows that no man, while in the body, can possibly attain to angelic perfection. 

2. Neither can any man, while he is in a corruptible body, attain to Adamic perfection. Adam, before his fall, was undoubt
edly as pure, as free from sin, as even the holy angels. In like manner, his understanding was as clear as theirs, and his 
affections as regular. In virtue of this, as he always judged right, so he was able always to speak and act right. But since 
man rebelled against God, the case is widely different with him. He is no longer able to avoid falling into innumerable mi
stakes; consequently, he cannot always avoid wrong affections; neither can he always think, speak, and act right. Theref
ore man, in his present state, can no more attain Adamic than angelic perfection3. The highest perfection which man ca
n attain, while the soul dwells in the body, does not exclude ignorance, and error, and a thousand other infirmities. Now, 
from wrong judgments, wrong words and actions will often necessarily flow: And, in some cases, wrong affections also 
may spring from the same source. I may judge wrong of you: I may think more or less highly of you than I ought to think; 
and this mistake in my judgment may not only occasion something wrong in my behaviour, but it may have a still deeper 
effect; it may occasion something wrong in my affection. From a wrong apprehension, I may love and esteem you either 
more or less than I ought. Nor can I be freed from a likableness to such a mistake while I remain in a corruptible body. A 
thousand infirmities, in consequence of this, will attend my spirit, till it returns to God who gave it. And, in numberless ins
tances, it comes short of doing the will of God, as Adam did in paradise. Hence the best of men may say from the heart, 

edit  add more of sermon

it all ,,mostly all  sin 

this is why I cant use the term sinless perfection ,,or intire sanctification ,,,it seems  inappropriate 

blessings 

Re: , on: 2013/7/22 6:29
Brother

You are at odds with what Wesley taught. He taught a process and an instant work which resulted in freedom from sin. It
is you who is allowing your theology to determine what he taught. Please read again :

"But even babes in Christ are so far perfect as NOT TO COMMIT SIN. This St. John affirms expressly; and it cannot be 
disproved by the examples of the Old Testament. For what, if the holiest of the ancient Jews did sometimes commit sin?
We cannot infer from hence, that 'all Christians do and must commit sin as long as they live.'

"This is the glorious privilege of every Christian, yea, though he be but a babe in Christ. But it is only of grown Christians
it can be affirmed, they are in such a sense perfect, as, Secondly, TO BE FREED FROM EVIL THOUGHTS AND EVIL T
EMPERS. First, from evil or sinful thoughts. Indeed, whence should they spring? 'Out of the heart of man,' if at all, 'proce
ed evil thoughts.' If, therefore, the heart be no longer evil, then evil thoughts NO LONGER proceed out of it: For 'a good t
ree cannot bring forth evil fruit.'

They are freed from evil thoughts, so that they cannot enter into them, no, not for a moment. Aforetime, when an evil tho
ught came in, they hooked up, and it vanished away. But now it DOES NOT COME IN, there being no room for this, in a 
soul which is full of God. 

They are free from wanderings in prayer. Whensoever they pour out their hearts in a more immediate manner before Go
d, they have no thought of anything past, or absent, or to come, but of God alone. In times past, they had wandering tho
ughts darted in, which yet fled away hike smoke; but now that smoke does not rise at all. They have no fear or doubt, eit
her as to their state in genera, or as to any particular action. 

The 'unction from the Holy One' teacheth them every hour what they shall do, and what they shall speak; nor therefore h
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ave they any need to reason concerning it. They are in one sense freed from temptations; for though numberless tempta
tions fly about them, yet they trouble them not. 

At all times their souls are even and calm, their hearts are steadfast and unmovable. Their peace, flowing as a river, 'pas
seth all understanding,' and they 'rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory.' For they 'are sealed by the Spirit unto th
e day of redemption,' having the witness in themselves, that 'there is laid up for' them a 'crown of righteousness~ which t
he Lord will give' them 'in that day.'

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2013/7/22 6:32
Andrew wrote: It has to be noted that this experience is not the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

Kartfu wrote: The writer does not say his experience was not baptism of the Spirit, and amongst holiness writers whether
Salvationists or from other denominations, it does not matter, the experience is generally known as the baptism of the S
pirit apart from Pentecostal sources

Something I have had to be renewed in thought about was this exact thing.

Now as you have made you aware of is that before I started attending church, I had an experience of a wind entering my
body and there after speaking in tongues.

So when the Spirit started to speak me about holiness and the deeper work, which I seen termed as the Baptism of the 
Spirit my thinking had to change on subject. 

When you look at the Corinthians youÂ’ll see what I mean.

1 The were born again. 1 Cor 1:2
2 They were babes in Christ (Still Carnal) 1 Cor 3:1-3
3 They operated in the gifts of the Spirit 1 Cor 12:1-30

But then Paul turns around and says to them 1 Cor 12:1-31, I will show you a more excellent way.

Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling 
cymbal. 1 Cor 13:1

So there you have a description of me I am born again, I am carnal because my Â“fleshÂ” has not been crucified. (The 
Holy Spirit gave me understanding on this matter showing me what remained inside) I can and do operate in the gifts of t
he Spirit.

But yet the Holy Spirit opened up to me a more excellent way.

Then I look to Peter said about the Baptism of the Holy Spirit,  And God, which knoweth the hearts, bare them witness, g
iving them the Holy Ghost, even as he did unto us; And put no difference between us and them, purifying their hearts by 
faith. Acts 15:8-9.

The more excellent is having purified heart, a heart that oozes with love for God and men.

I would encourage anyone with doubts, at first when I started looking at scripture I couldnÂ’t see it, I was blind to the trut
h. However now I see it more clearly and I see it all through scripture. 

My thinking focused on the Holy Spirit and the gifts of the Spirit, to me that was the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, but as you
can see from Peter description he relates it to purifying effect of the Spirit rather than the gifts.

So for all you out there who are born again, who operate in the gifts of the Spirit but struggle with carnality let me say thi
s there is a more excellent way and that is having your heart purified by faith by the Holy Spirit. It is the promise of the F
ather.
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And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 
Ezekiel 36:27

Let me ask what his statutes are, Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with your entire m
ind and with all your strength and Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.

I hope you can see how this relates to the more excellent way 1 Cor 13:1

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2013/7/22 6:37
Removed double post

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/22 6:44
lol your at odds with what I just posted about what weasly said ,,please read again real slowly 

john is talking about wilful rebellion ,no repentance 

im just saying what weasly is calling mistakes  wrong affections and wrong tempers ects , are technicaly sin ,,but not wilf
ul rebellion  , what is not of faith is  sin paul said  and those things weasly is speaking about does not come from faith  b
ut falleness 2. Neither can any man, while he is in a corruptible body, attain to Adamic perfection. Adam, before his fall, 
was undoubtedly as pure, as free from sin, as even the holy angels. In like manner, his understanding was as clear as th
eirs, and his affections as regular. In virtue of this, as he always judged right, so he was able always to speak and act rig
ht. But since man rebelled against God, the case is widely different with him. He is no longer able to avoid falling into inn
umerable mistakes; consequently, he cannot always avoid wrong affections; neither can he always think, speak, and act
right. Therefore man, in his present state, can no more attain Adamic than angelic perfection. 

3. The highest perfection which man can attain, while the soul dwells in the body, does not exclude ignorance, and error,
and a thousand other infirmities. Now, from wrong judgments, wrong words and actions will often necessarily flow: And, i
n some cases, wrong affections also may spring from the same source. I may judge wrong of you: I may think more or le
ss highly of you than I ought to think; and this mistake in my judgment may not only occasion something wrong in my be
haviour, but it may have a still deeper effect; it may occasion something wrong in my affection. From a wrong apprehens
ion, I may love and esteem you either more or less than I ought. Nor can I be freed from a likableness to such a mistake 
while I remain in a corruptible body. A thousand infirmities, in consequence of this, will attend my spirit, till it returns to G
od who gave it. And, in numberless instances, it comes short of doing the will of God, as Adam did in paradise. Hence th
e best of men may say from the heart, 

please read 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2013/7/22 6:52
brother colin   with all due respect ,,why don't you practice what you preach ,,,, go get this what ,,third blessing ,, and giv
e your testimony ,,show us brother this next level of holiness ,with holy words and love ,,it all just as rhetoric and words ,,
,im  sure that you will have more of an effect in your witness if it is as people say 

blessings 
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Re: , on: 2013/7/22 7:24
 Brother I am dumbfounded that you cannot see the inconsistency of what you say. Did you not read what I wrote from 
Wesley saying that even a babe in Christ does not sin that is, does not have even a wrongful thought? A babe in Christ 
does not even have a sinful thought. That is what your mentor taught.

When he speaks of Adam it is this aspect he refers to

"In like manner, his understanding was as clear as theirs, (angels) and his affections as regular. In virtue of this, as he al
ways judged right, so he was able always to speak and act right."

He is speaking about Adams brain function was undamaged by the fall. Ours is so we make errors WITH OUR BRAIN n
ot with our souls. We can never be the same as Adam as far as brain function is concerned and that situation gets wors
e over time due to toxins.

He goes to the trouble to show what exactly he means by mistakes, and they are nothing to do with breaking command
ments

So brother please help me understand, are you saying that Wesley was wrong to call sins mistakes and everybody who 
thought he was teaching a state where one does not sin wrong?

Well anyway, Wesley was not the final word on holiness doctrine and in fact many holiness teachers remarked on his inc
onsistency. I would rather look to someone who had a clear testimony and teaching like George Fox.

 

Re: , on: 2013/7/22 8:47

Quote:
-------------------------Now as you have made you aware of is that before I started attending church, I had an experience of a wind entering my body and t
here after speaking in tongues.&#8232;&#8232;So when the Spirit started to speak me about holiness and the deeper work, which I seen termed as th
e Baptism of the Spirit my thinking had to change on subject. Colin Murray
-------------------------

I have no doubt Colin that what you have shared from your own walk and experience of God is just as you say it is. I can
easily imagine how believing at one time (Conversion & Positional Sanctification) and then at another receiving a baptis
m of the Spirit with tongues (Empowering & Confirming) and then later again a sanctifying work attending to ones person
al (Obedience & Walk) would of necessity make for a need to understand these things. The problem comes however pre
cisely at that point of need. How or why we have to establish a formal understanding is something we have to work out o
urselves. 

However, the moment we do seek to test what has happened to us we will come up against every doctrine imaginable. T
rying to fit our own experience into that framework of what others have said of their own walk, is going to be a nightmare
effort. On the other hand if for what ever reason we feel a need to examine our own walk in this way we will inevitably eit
her strengthen our confidence or we will weaken our faith. I am inclined to believe that both of these things are harmful. 
The one leads to quenching the Spirit and the other leads to discouragement. 

I have never attempted to make this kind of enquiry with regard to my own faith and this is primarily GodÂ’s grace. Some
thing which I have wanted to share for some time has to do with a reality which all believers have to live with. This is the 
extent to which Satan is able to directly challenge what we believe or how we have believed even when everything we h
ave, has truly been given by the Father. For me this all happened in the first few months after conversion in a single cell 
with no one present to corrupt the effect which God permitted. I am speaking about having many counterfeiting influence
s directly through the air and even physical manifestations. Through all of this I was only ever able to cry out to the Fath
er and read the scriptures. To be perfectly truthful I would encourage anyone to do the same and put aside so many the
ologies no matter who has allegedly said what, or else intended by it's meaning. 
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In fact I have not looked into most issues which are contended over on this site in the past. I have only done so here to b
etter understand why brethren have these issues at all. I believe that this is the LordÂ’s will for me at the moment and so
I donÂ’t worry to much about the consequences for me personally as to what will happen when I discover something real
ly quiet shocking and see how many false witnesses are made by brethren in so much literature regarding past moves of
God especially. In fact whatever one could say on any subject I guarantee that there is another commentary which asser
ts the complete opposite, along with numbers of contemporaneous and following witnesses. Many who have simply ass
erted academically what others have experienced personally do great harm. For young believers this would be very dist
urbing to say the least and I have no doubt that it has led to some of these babes stumbling.

There is another important point I would make on this. If we have ourselves had some wonderful experiences of God mo
ving in our lives, such as the three you have spoken about in your own life, and we do not have a way to examine these 
things soundly we are in danger of arriving at subjective mysticism. If we then attend to that, our personal failings as beli
evers as well as the disappointment of our brethren, we may become vulnerable to familiar spirits (demonic). This is to s
ay nothing of our personal life experience which could easily prepare us for familiar encounters of men and demons. Tak
en together it is easily understood that we have to walk by faith. If that means speaking and doing that which others find 
difficult than so be it. In all of this the only thing which will be evidential to others is our faithfulness, our love of the truth 
and our love for one another. 

Deception is so often seen as something quiet dark and menacing as it were. I can attest to that. If anyone is sufficiently 
rebellious enough to openly practise wickedness they will quickly learn that those spirits which seek to use them will not 
only drive them to harm others, but they will themselves be driven by Satan to harm that rebellious man. There is no gett
ing away from it. The Father has determined it to be so. It is a kind of instrument of last resort. If from this we do not see 
that evil spirits have an entirely different effect and freedom when the one they are labouring through believes that they 
are serving God and have no ambition, desire or intention to harm others, then this is because most men have not openl
y served Satan and so cannot make a comparrision. In such circumstances Satan really does appear as an angel of ligh
t. He can counterfeit the love of the Father so well that in the end only a love of the truth will make for a distinction in tho
se who witness these things. It is only a love of the truth which will keep a man from these things as well as their full effe
ct. 

Well that may not be much of an answer to your post Colin, but it is the one I am giving.
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