News and Current Events :: Pastor Drinks Beer in the Name of Jesus at Bar-Based Bible Study

Pastor Drinks Beer in the Name of Jesus at Bar-Based Bible Study - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2013/10/12 13:18

In between a sip or two of beer, a group of men delved deeper into the Bible at a bar off Route 67 in Oxford, Conn. last
week, the Associated Press reports. The story goes on to paint a picture of men digging deeper for a better understandi
ng of themselves and a better relationship with God.
Is that biblical? The Rev. John Donnelly of Christ Church Quaker Farms thinks so. The way he sees it, a lot of men won
â€™t go to Bible study in churchâ€”but they might be willing to listen to Jesus with a cold brewsky in hand.
Thatâ€™s why he launched a group called Beer, Bible and Brotherhood. The first meeting drew 10 men who downed be
er while contemplating Bible verses, the AP reports. He's hoping to build the group of suds-sipping seekers to 50. ...
from: http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/watchman-on-the-wall/41339-pastor-drinks-beer-in-the-name-of-jesus-at-ba
r-based-bible-study
Re: Pastor Drinks Beer in the Name of Jesus at Bar-Based Bible Study - posted by Sidewalk (), on: 2013/10/12 16:33
Kind of depends on where you are. In some places, as in the Bible Belt, the cultural norm couldn't get past the alcohol i
n the beer, and any effort to seek God in this way would be brutally overshadowed by the disdain for alcoholic beverage
s.
You might try a Bible Study with a bunch of committed vegetarian whole grain green tea types, and the box of Krispy Kre
mes you brought would wipe out the ministry too.
You can always offend somebody with something- just have to find out what the locals think is spiritual and push their en
velope. Maybe better to just eat or drink what is served with gratitude, food fights are fun but of little value in winning the
lost.
Re: Pastor Drinks Beer in the Name of Jesus at Bar-Based Bible Study - posted by JB1968 (), on: 2013/10/12 23:42
Signs of the times! What happened to MBI? Can't believe it. Will it be ok next to hang out at a house of prostitution, wit
h a Bible in one hand and a mistress in the other? Sad. The Bible says He came to save us from our sins!
Re: - posted by Sidewalk (), on: 2013/10/13 23:25
Yikes! Don't give these guys any ideas!!
Re: , on: 2013/10/14 6:08
Some will reason this is being all things to all men. But where does separation from the world come in ?
Bearmaster.
Re: Pastor Drinks Beer in the Name of Jesus at Bar-Based Bible Study - posted by jstrang (), on: 2013/10/14 8:29
Very difficult for me to comment on this - let's just say this, "...they never were of us."
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Re: Pastor Drinks Beer in the Name of Jesus at Bar-Based Bible Study - posted by ZekeO (), on: 2013/10/14 12:02
Can anyone say 'Sermonindex linkbait!'
Re: - posted by havok20x, on: 2013/10/14 12:59
I am not very wise, but I think everyone missed the forest for the trees, here. The issue is not alcohol. So let's not distra
ct from what is really going on here by debating whether or not a Christian can drink.
Seeker-friendliness. Is THAT Biblical? Should the church be creating programs in order to minister to those who are se
eking, curious, or confused? Should preachers be tagging a word or two about salvation in Jesus to the end of their ser
mons for those who are want to know a little more? Should Christians be leaving little notes/tracts here and there in hop
es that someone will read it and make a decision for Jesus?
My answer is no. I am not against witnessing to people or encouraging people or teaching those who want to know mor
e. I am against the methods by which we do it. The truth is, I feel that programs like this are just attempts to placate me
n's seared consciences that judge them day-to-day because they do not make the Gospel explicitly known. Rather than
tell men the truth, we are satisfied to give men what their itching ears want to hear in an effort to soften the blow of the G
ospel.
We have replaced the truth with a lie in hopes that the truth will seem less harsh.
I feel the real issue is that we are attempting to replace the true proclamation of the Gospel with something more palatab
le. It's funny though--the things that make it easier for men to bear the "truth" in the flesh are really just poison for their s
ouls.
Lastly, I have been a part of things similar to this. I have never once seen it turn into ANYTHING other than an attempt t
o moralize a bunch of lost people into Christian living. There is no real presentation of the Gospel, never any real dealin
gs with the souls of men, and never any truth that doesn't get so coated with sugar that it loses all nutritional value. "Yo
u can't teach a goat into a sheep" as Paul Washer has said and I agree with that.
That's my take on this and anything like it.
Re: - posted by Solomon101, on: 2013/10/14 21:29
You know what is really weird?
John Calvin and Martin Luther did pretty much the exact same thing as this pastor.
In fact a good portion of John Calvin's annual salary was paid to him in the form of barrels of wine! John Calvin said it wa
s, "a gift of God".
If their words and life are any gauge then Calvin and Luther would have loved this pastor.
Don't you think that's weird?
Re: - posted by rjennings (), on: 2013/10/15 7:47
To havok, I think you are wiser than you admit. Very well stated. If there was a way to pushpin the post for future refere
nce, I would. Thank you!
Re: - posted by havok20x, on: 2013/10/15 12:25
Solomon101,
It is never a good idea to justify our present actions using past figures, no matter how famous of a Christian--even if thos
e actions are right/good/allowable. The reason being is because all men are imperfect. Can I justify smoking cigars bec
ause Spurgeon did so? Can I justify drinking because Calvin did so? Can I justify preaching a certain way because Fin
ney did so? We CANNOT be pragmatists AND Christians. It'll never work. Our basis for everything we do must be fou
nd in the scriptures, as revealed by the Holy Spirit. Period.
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That being said. Are these men doing wrong because they are drinking? I don't think so. The act of drinking alcohol is
neither spiritual nor unspiritual. Drunkenness is definitely forbidden, but if you take scripture at face value it does not for
bid drinking.
Do I think Christians have the freedom to drink alcohol? Yes. Do I think they should? No. Why do I think they have to f
reedom to drink? Because that is what the scripture shows. But if a person is a Christian, does not get drunk, and choo
ses to drink some here and some there, then they are not sinning and those who that condemn them ARE sinning.
Why do I think we should not?--because MOST unconverted people and MOST true-blue Christians and every single leg
alist in the USA thinks that it is incompatible with the Christianity. Therefore, it will get in the way of the Gospel. They ar
e weak of conscience and a lost person will ALWAYS ALWAYS ALWAYS question drinking alcohol. It will most definitel
y get in the way.
And if I must give up something that is permissible for the sake of the Gospel, then I will indeed give it up. Those men th
at pastor is witnessing to need their consciences worked over FIRST before the Gospel is presented in order for them to
accept the message of Jesus Christ from a man who is drinking alcohol--even if that man has the freedom to drink. But i
f that man presents the Gospel and does not use alcohol as a vehicle to present the Gospel, then we do not have to con
cern ourselves about whether or not we are violating his conscience.
Again, the issue here is not drinking. The issue is using other things--be it alcohol, food, money, comfort, medical care,
etc, etc, etc or anything else that isn't even a sin--as the bait to hook a lost person. IT DOES NOT WORK. We present t
he Gospel--the unadulterated, explicit Gospel--and the Lord Himself catches them bait, hook, line, and all. We just tell th
em the truth.
Re: - posted by Solomon101, on: 2013/10/15 13:07
Hi Havok20x,
You stated
Quote:
-------------------------It is never a good idea to justify our present actions using past figures, no matter how famous of a Christian
-------------------------

Hmmm ... how about the Apostle Paul for example?
I wasn't actually trying to justify or condemn. Neither was I staking a position of pro or con alcohol consumption. I was si
mply making an observation about a few facts that seem amusing to me.
It is just simply a truth that Calvin and Luther, among many others that were well known reformers, often sat at a mug of
beer or glass of wine with others and discussed theology. However, it only seems right that if a person wishes to conde
mn that action today then they must also condemn it in Calvin, Luther, and a great many other reformers and hero's of th
e historical faith.
Calvin called wine ,"A good gift from God". He evidently enjoyed wine a great deal and partook of it on virtually a daily ba
sis.
I suspect you may find a good many posters that will most vociferously condemn the consumption of alcohol. However,
not many of them will be willing to condemn and discredit Calvin for it. I for one find that extremely amusing.
Re: - posted by havok20x, on: 2013/10/15 13:13
The apostle Paul would be scripture--therefore, of course we'd use him as an example.
But I all the time deal with people in my sunday school class that say "well I don't agree with you because so and so did
that, and he is a Christian." My response is usually, "I don't care what so and so did--even if he was perfect--if it isn't in s
cripture we shouldn't be making a doctrine out of it!"
It doesn't always yield bad results, but it is a bad habit to get into--using others' actions to justify our own. Definitely wor
se than drinking, in my honest opinion.
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Re: - posted by Oracio (), on: 2013/10/15 14:30
havok20x, your first post caused me to rethink some things, especially in the area of evangelism. I am in agreement with
you on the issue of drinking not being a sin in and of itself. But I would say that the context of a situation can make it a si
n if it causes someone to stumble, and I believe that applies here in the US. Thanks for sharing.
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2013/10/16 6:38
I believe it is generally true that a person cannot be "reasoned" into the Kingdom of God.
When pastors have Bible studies like this in a bar with persons to "make them feel comfortable" it is because they believ
e that a person can be reasoned or persuaded to become a believer.
Their thinking is this: "They won't listen to me otherwise." That is the whole thinking of seeker-sensitive ministry.
The dilemma is that they may be right-- storming into a bar pounding a Bible and preaching a fiery message probably wo
n't work either.
But I agree that the danger of making people feel comfortable first makes it difficult to progress on to a true gospel prese
ntation.
Of course these are general observations and may not be true in every case, i.e. people have become true believers thr
ough seeker sensitive ministries and through fiery preaching.
Re: - posted by Solomon101, on: 2013/10/16 8:12
May I humbly ask that folks would actually read what they have often been quoting?

Quote:
-------------------------13 Therefore let us not pass judgment on one another any longer, but rather decide never to put a stumbling block or hindrance in t
he way of a brother. 14 I know and am persuaded in the Lord Jesus that nothing is unclean in itself, but it is unclean for anyone who thinks it unclean.
15 For if your brother is grieved by what you EAT, you are no longer walking in love. By what you EAT, do not destroy the one for whom Christ died. 1
6 So do not let what you regard as good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a matter of EATING and drinking but of righteousness
and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 18 Whoever thus serves Christ is acceptable to God and approved by men. 19 So then let us pursue what makes
for peace and for mutual upbuilding.
20 Do not, for the sake of FOOD, destroy the work of God. Everything is indeed clean, but it is wrong for anyone to make another stumble by what he
EATS. 21 It is good not to EAT MEAT or drink wine or do anything that causes your BROTHER to stumble. Romans 14:13-21 ; CAPS mine for emph
asis
-------------------------

Many posters pull a few words from this section in Romans 14 to indicate there should be no alcohol consumption so as
to not offend a brother. A few important thoughts1. This has nothing to do with evangelism/outreach. It specifically states that it is the "brother" that may be offended. Sa
me is true today. I have witnessed to people and led people to Christ at the bar several times. I was not drinking. A matt
er of personal conscience. However, I know for 100% fact that the lost folks I was speaking to could not have possibly c
ared less if I had consumed a beer with them. It would have in no way impeded my testimony with them. I chose not to ..
. but just like with Paul in Romans it wasn't because of the unsaved. It is the "brothers" who think they are mature, but a
re actually still infants and "weak in conscience", that was the cause for pause.
2. Did you notice that the EATING OF MEAT was listed as a potential stumbling block 6 times? Drinking was only menti
oned once! The Holy Spirt through the Apostle Paul appears to have thought that the potential for food to be a stumbling
block is 6 times greater than alcohol!
Where are the threads demanding that vegetarianism and veganism be practiced and the eating of meat be abandoned
so as to not offend a brother? There is 6 times the scripture here saying that food is a potential to cause a brother to stu
mble than there is for alcohol causing a stumble!
Where are the threads calling gluttony the same sin as drunkenness. It surely is. Read the book of Proverbs and see. A
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brother or sister that lacks self discipline with food, and is overweight, should consider that before posting words about a
nother brother that is drinking a beer studying scriptures with others. Gluttony and drunkenness are seen as the same si
n.
Read those verses again.... the OVERWHELMING thought of causing a brother to stumble deals with food! According to
the verses alcohol is a much smaller portion. It almost appears a small after thought.
I find it most amusing to see these threads waxing on and on in a way that is out of step with scripture and history.
The "don't offend your brother" position is valid. However, I challenge anyone to show anywhere in those scriptures wher
e it offers even a glint of reference to it being a hindrance to evangelism! It just is not there.
It is weak conscienced brothers that must be carefully trodden around lest they be offended.
3. It is interesting that if you detail all the offerings God Himself institutes in the scriptures you find He demanded an offer
ing of alcoholic wine to Himself under the Mosaic system. Do you see that? Is anyone actually suggesting that God cau
sed people to stumble by the offerings He instituted Himself?
Well .... those are just a few things that readily jump out as interesting to me. Those are in addition to the clear historical
truth that Calvin and Luther did exactly the same thing this pastor has been doing. In fact even Wesley sometimes had
ministers paid in casks of rum. I could go on historically but that is another post outside the three distinct points of this on
e.

Re: - posted by havok20x, on: 2013/10/16 9:31
Solomon101,
There is a difference between what you have done and what is being done here. Going to a bar and preaching the Gos
pel is fine. Drinking is not a sin. Doing both at the same time is not a sin. Using alcohol for the sake of alcohol as a veh
icle for the presentation of the Gospel is wrong. Change the word alcohol to something--anything, if you'd like. It'd be e
qually wrong.
As to the verses I was quoting, I was leaning more toward 1 Corinthians 8-10. Let's look at the specific principal to whic
h I was referring:
1 Corinthians 10:23-33 says, " â€œEverything is permissible,â€• but not everything is helpful. â€œEverything is permissi
ble,â€• but not everything builds up. No one should seek his own good, but the good of the other person.
Eat everything that is sold in the meat market, asking no questions for conscienceâ€™ sake, for the earth is the Lordâ€
™s, and all that is in it. If one of the unbelievers invites you over and you want to go, eat everything that is set before yo
u, without raising questions of conscience. But if someone says to you, â€œThis is food offered to an idol,â€• do not eat
it, out of consideration for the one who told you, and for conscienceâ€™ sake. I do not mean your own conscience, but t
he other personâ€™s. For why is my freedom judged by another personâ€™s conscience? If I partake with thanks, why
am I slandered because of something I give thanks for?
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do everything for Godâ€™s glory. Give no offense to the Jews
or the Greeks or the church of God, just as I also try to please all people in all things, not seeking my own profit, but the
profit of many, so that they may be saved."

Lost people in your area might not care a hill of beans about whether a Christian drinks alcohol or not. Here, in the sout
h, it matters a lot. There is one person in particular that I am witnessing to that always offers me a beer when I visit with
him. But the Spirit has revealed to me that his goal is not a friendly gesture, but to prove that he is already just as moral
as me--not that I am better than him, but because he does not understand grace, I willingly give up the freedom to drink
alcohol so as not to hinder the Gospel. And to be honest, I don't drink at all. I just don't like it--I don't drink many sodas
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or milk for the same reason...lol.

A word about the # of references to meat opposed to the # of references to drinking in the passage from Romans--that is
n't the point of any of those verses. The Holy Spirit did not designate the number of references to meat verses the # of r
eferences to drinking as a sign that food was far worse and drinking was minimal. Take the passage at face value--if it o
ffends my weaker brother, I will give it up for his sake--so that he will not stumble.
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