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Apocity: The Greatest Omission... - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/10/30 22:13
Hello Sermon Index family. There is a new book out that is called "Apocity: The Greatest Omission." It is a book that coin
s a word that describes the sin of not evangelizing. A sneak preview can be found here: http://www.watersourceministrie
s.com/apocity/sneak-preview/ 

And it can be purchased here: http://www.tractplanet.com/Book--Apocity-The-Greatest-Omission_p_274.html 

So the question is, does anyone else believe it is a sin to not evangelize? Why or why not? 

Re: Apocity: The Greatest Omission... - posted by Sree (), on: 2013/10/31 1:35

Quote:
-------------------------
So the question is, does anyone else believe it is a sin to not evangelize? Why or why not?

-------------------------

I do not believe that it is a sin. Those who consider it as a sin are those who consider Evangelism as the only ministry in 
New Covenant. It is like saying white Color is only made of Violet. 

The great commission says - Matt 28-19:-I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and mak
e DISCIPLES of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.  TEACH these
new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of t
he age. 

Evangelism is to spread the Gospel but to make a disciple it takes lot more than to just tell the Gospel to someone. It inv
olves teaching him the way of Christ, teaching the way of Cross, self denial etc.  A Church has lot more responsibility tha
n just stand in the street and preach. The main purpose of a Church is for believers to be converted to disciples and not f
or unbelievers to know the Gospel (I know I will be hit for saying this by those who see only Violet as white color). It is tru
e that many unbelievers get convicted when they come to a church service and become believers. But that is not the ma
in objective. 

1 Cor 3-6:-I planted the seed in your hearts, and Apollos watered it, but it was God who made it grow.

Paul spread the Gospel and planted God's word in the heart of unbelievers to make them believe in Christ. He did not st
op and think that his job is done. Instead, he brought them to a Church, if a Church already existed there or made them 
as a Church and appointed Apollos to water the plant. Now Apollos was teaching them everyday to make them a Discipl
e of Jesus. Both these ministries of planting and watering are important. 

One cannot say that if you are not planting then you are sinning, what if I am called to water what is already planted?  If 
everybody becomes a planter then who will water? I have seen even even good preachers make this mistake and urge li
steners to be planters. 

We are all called to be a personal witness for Jesus in the place where we are placed, no question about that. But we ar
e all not called to be evangelist. If every Christian takes this personal life witness serious we would have Gospel spread 
way more than how it is now. 
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Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/10/31 2:33
Sree, you would really benefit from this book. I would highly encourage you to read it. 

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2013/10/31 7:11
Here are some short chapters on this subject I highly encourage saints to read with Scripture reference footnotes in the
m:

Only 3-5% of Christians witness in North America. The salt
has lost its flavor. The light is barely flickering.

Introduction Letter (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/principlesbookintroductionletter.pdf

Principle 34 â€“ The Body of Christ: An Army of Evangelists (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/principle34.pdf

Principle 41 â€“ The Back To Jerusalem Movement (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/principle41.pdf

Principle 42 â€“ The True Mission of the Church (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/principle42.pdf

Principle 55 â€“ Witnessing and Missions Work by Faith (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/principle55.pdf

Principle 57 â€“ Sharing the Faith Constantly in All Situations (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/principle57.pdf

Chinese House Churches Interview by brother Denny (pdf)
http://gospelfellowships.net/pdf/chinesehousechurchesinterview.pdf

Re: , on: 2013/10/31 7:40
We are "epistles read of men".

So how do you determine someone is committing the sin of "not evangelizing"?

If our lives are not reflecting Christ, we have deeper issues than not evangelizing. Right?

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/10/31 10:05
@ Sermonindex. Thanks for the PDF's. They at least encourage evangelism in true believers.  

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/10/31 10:10
@ New member,

The book goes into detailed and doctrinal information as to why not evangelizing (making disiciples) is a sin. The most b
asic anwser is that it is a command of God. There are more detailed and descriptive answers that are listed in the book, 
but you are hitting the nail on the head about having deeper issues. The book reveals why false converts and "apocites" 
have a lot in common. 

The word used (apocity) is a word that was coined to describe the sin of not evangelizing. An apocite is someone that is 
in a state of apocity. In teh sneak preview that was posted, you can read in the first chapter the basic structure of why th
e word was put together. As I said already, I think we could all benefit from this book.  
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Re:  - posted by Oracio (), on: 2013/10/31 12:49
I definitely believe it is a sin for us not share the gospel when given the opportunity. We quench and grieve the Holy Spiri
t in our disobedience in this and other areas. I will also share a chapter from the Principles book which I just got done re
ading today.

Principle 58 
New Converts Every Church Meeting

It is now a normal thing to see many new converts in Iranian House Churches. Iranian believers expect to see new peopl
e coming in repentance to Jesus every week. This is very much like the account of the Book of Acts where it says the C
hurch was: â€œPraising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those w
ho were being saved.â€•771 In some cases, when they have meetings where there are no stories of a conversion they e
xamine what they have done wrong to hinder the Lord working. Such growth has happened in the last 30 years to where
many say conservative estimates put the size of the Iranian house Churches at over one million people.

Iranians find the Lord Jesus Christ through evangelization by Iranians and personal one-to-one witnessing. The Lord co
mmands us to make disciples. After the person makes a decision, they need discipleship. It involves walking and talking 
with those that have accepted Christ and teaching them what the Bible says. As Iranian Christians rely on the Holy Spirit
they are Spirit-led to reach those that should be saved. They risk their lives to do so because they
believe it is a sin not to share the Good News of the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ. Their commitment to Jesus Christ i
s reflected in many reports.

771 Acts 2:47

The cost to see this growth in the Church is at the price of great persecution and imprisonment. Rev. Mehdi Dibaj was in
prison for 9 years for refusing to deny his faith in Christ and return to Islam. He said: â€œI am a Christian. As a sinner I 
believe Jesus has died for my sins on the cross and by His resurrection and victory over death, has made
me righteous in the presence of the Holy God. The true God speaks about this fact in His Holy Word, the Gospel (Injil). J
esus means Savior â€˜because He will save His people from their sins.â€™772 Jesus paid the penalty of our sins by Hi
s own blood and gave us a new life so that we can live for the glory of God by the help of the Holy Spirit
and be like a dam against corruption, be a channel of blessing and healing, and be protected by the love of God.

â€œIn response to this kindness, He has asked me to deny myself and be His fully surrendered follower, and not to fear
people even if they kill my body, but rather rely on the creator of life who has crowned me with the crown of mercy and c
ompassion. He is the great protector of His beloved ones as well as their Great Reward.

â€œThey object to my evangelizing. But if one finds a blind person who is about to fall in a well and keeps silent then on
e has sinned.773 It is our religious duty, as long as the door of Godâ€™s mercy is open, to convince evil-doers to turn fr
om their sinful ways and find refuge in Him in order to be saved from the wrath of the Righteous God and from the comin
g dreadful punishment.â€•774
î•“
Three months after he was released from prison, Rev. Mehdi was abducted and later found hanging from a tree. 

Such dedication in the life of Iranian Christians brings the results that God desires. Heaven rejoices when a sinner repen
ts. God gives the eternal reward, that of a martyrsâ€™ crown, to His faithful servant. We in non-persecuted countries tak
e the easy road. We say, Let our life speak. Yet we are drowned in the sea of the world. Our voices are
not raised and therefore are not heard. We have lost the salt from our Christian lives. When Jesus prayed for us He talk
ed to His Father about future Christians that would believe on Him because of their word: â€œMy prayer is not for them 
alone. I pray also for those who will believe in Me through their message.â€•775 By saying their message Jesus
is indicating that we Christians are to use the words of our mouths to testify about salvation. We are to share with others 
by word of mouth what Jesus has done for us. We are to speak with our voices about our faith, humbly, gently, and with 
much love. â€œFor it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you profess your 
faith and are saved.â€•776

In Iran, confession of the faith is also transmitted through
technological means. A wonderful testimony is that of a family in Iran that watched a Gospel broadcast on an illegal satel
lite station. In response to hearing the Good News of the Son of God and eternal life in Him they prayed this prayer toget
her as a family:
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â€œDear God, we confess that we are sinners. I confess that I cannot save myself through my own good works. I believ
e that You died on the cross for my sins. And they put You in the tomb and You rose from the dead after 3 days. I believ
e that You are alive and have the authority to forgive my sins. And to make me righteous in front of the Everlasting
God. I ask that You accept me and as You promised, please give me new life. I thank You for hearing my prayers, Amen
.â€•

With this prayer they wrote in to the Gospel station and asked if the prayer was correct. Such simple faith and response t
o the Gospel is how God is working in a powerful way in this country to turn people from a harsh religion that demands 
many outward religious forms to the true and living God.

772 Matthew 1:21
773 Matthew 12:11
774 Mehdi Dibaj (1935-1994)
775 John 17:20
776 Romans 10:10

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/4 12:44
Do you think that coining a word to describe this sin is helpful? 

Re:  - posted by lylewise, on: 2013/11/4 15:44
James 4:17 If anyone knows the good they ought to do and doesn't do it, it is considered sin. 

It is a catch all verse for anyone who is not yet saved but thinks he is good enough to warrant salvation by his own righte
ousness. 

For the true believer, what sin lies in the act of withholding good? Is not the same truth true for all? It is not a pleasant th
ough to think of how many times the Spirit has convicted me of such missed opportunities? 

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/4 17:13
So are you saying you committed the sin of apocity? 

Re: , on: 2013/11/4 17:17
Jesus is living water and thirsty souls need water. As I said before, if someone is not sharing water with the thirsty, they 
have bigger problems (other sins) and their "apocity" is merely a sympton of something greater. 

Therefore, focus on the root cause rather than make an idol out of apocity. 

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/5 23:57
I agree. But I am not making an idol out of apocity. I am merely realizing the importance of diagnosing the problem by gi
ving this sin a name. 

Re: , on: 2013/11/6 0:59
And why are you calling it a sin? Naming it does not make it official. 

Do you know how Richard Wurmbrand was saved? A man in a small village never witnessed to anyone in his whole life. 
But he prayed and prayed and prayed that God would one day send him a Jew and he promised God that he would tell t
his Jew about Jesus Christ and that is what he did. Richard Wurmbrand was converted and his life has touched hundred
s of thousands. 

Now, you would say that this man had committed your sin of apocity for much of his life, but God only saw a committed i
ntercessor. So, whose opinion is important? Men who look on the outward or God, who sees the heart? 
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Re: A thousand arrows of guilt - posted by Sidewalk (), on: 2013/11/6 11:52
OK, here we go!

As Paris Reidhead notes, the worst verse you can use in evangelizing is John 3:16.  It has become the great turn off ver
se, and sends people flying in the other direction.  Quite frankly, nobody wants to be hammered into the kingdom- I kno
w I sure don't.

Jesus used the model of preaching, because one of the functions of that is that individuals hear and freely make decisio
ns in their own mind.  It is like the parable of the sower, all the seeds fall, but the response depends on the ground wher
e it hits.

In my experience, some preaching has captured my heart and convicted me, other preaching has left me thinking mayb
e I should be home washing the car.

One thing I have learned about evangelism is that without a person's permission, it is unlikely that you will get very far int
o their inner decision making process.  When I was younger, I tried the door to door method, and they either blow you off
as a Mormon or JW, or even worse try to work you for money and services you are not prepared to do.  If I find myself in
a situation where it may be appropriate to lead a person into a spiritual conversation, I always ask permission to go there
.  No permission, we'll try the weather or somesuch.

But using fundamentalist guilt for a motivator?  Perish the thought.  Just-in is quite right, there are usually much deeper i
ssues.  What does the Lord require of you, but to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with God.  Grab by the la
pels evangelism is not in the verse.

A little twist back to the original meaning of the verse "Go ye into all the world and make disciples" might make a more a
ccurate translation (as I have learned from people who know Greek and Hebrew) to say, "As you are going..." which cha
nges the pressure considerably.  In other words, live your life in a way that is honoring God, and you will have credibility 
with people who are open to hearing the gospel- wherever you go.

By keeping oneself in the nearness of God, opportunities for personal evangelism will always present themselves, and it 
will be great pleasure in your spirit as you respond.  Guilt free!

Re:  - posted by Sree (), on: 2013/11/6 13:22

Quote:
-------------------------A little twist back to the original meaning of the verse "Go ye into all the world and make disciples" might make a more accurate tran
slation (as I have learned from people who know Greek and Hebrew) to say, "As you are going..." which changes the pressure considerably. In other w
ords, live your life in a way that is honoring God, and you will have credibility with people who are open to hearing the gospel- wherever you go.

By keeping oneself in the nearness of God, opportunities for personal evangelism will always present themselves, and it will be great pleasure in your 
spirit as you respond. Guilt free!

-------------------------

Excellent post. Not just because it agrees with my view in this thread earlier but because this is the spirit of Mary instead
of the spirit of Martha. Brother Zac Poonen says that in heaven the angels do not run here and there asking lets do this f
or God and let's do that for God. They wait patiently for God to give them a task. This is what Mary chose. 

In remote villages in India, one family will invite another unbelieving family to come to their church. They come not out of
compulsion but to find out the reason for joy and hope that they see in the family that invited them. Once they come they
hear the word, fall convicted of their sins and accept Christ.  Also the elders visit such newly coming families frequently t
o understand their problems and encourage them. It is not easy for a person or family to come out of Hindu tradition with
out facing problems. They need encouragement. Standing and preaching in streets will not solve their problems and brin
g them to Christ.  This is personal evangelism and I have witnessed many families come to Christ. 
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Re: , on: 2013/11/6 15:52
Amen Sree and Sidewalk, 

We don't lead the Holy Ghost, the Holy Ghost leads us. The Spirit of God does not follow men or bless their good intenti
ons. 

Sit at His feet and wait for instructions. 

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/6 19:08
None of what was written here is in no way contradicting that apocity is indeed a sin. And if what you said concerning W
urmbrand is true, then he did commit apocity. Finally, "in your going" actually proves that apocity is a sin. Why? Because
it was assumed that they would go. Preaching the gospel is natural to true believers. This is something that is also addre
ssed in the book. 

In any case, I already see that this is something that is definitely necessary and needed just by looking at your posts. Thi
s sin needs a name, and it now has one. I pray that all of us will take heed to this command and will fufill the great comm
ission as it was intended to be fulfilled. God speed to you all. 

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/6 19:15
One more note concerning Wurmbrand. He (the Jew) asked God for someone, and that someone was sent to him. Had 
he held his peace, he would have committed apocity. Just for clarification. 

Re:  - posted by Sree (), on: 2013/11/6 21:20
I have edited and removed certain sections of my previous post in which I spoke about the spirit of Martha. It is not my jo
b to judge the spirit of others. Forgive me if my post has hurt anyone. I apologize for the judgmental content of my post. 

Re: , on: 2013/11/7 1:40
WarriorforGod, it was an old man in a small village that prayed to God that He would bring a Jew to his village so that he
could tell the Jew about Christ. The Jew was Richard Wurmbrand. You can read about it in "Tortured for Christ". 

What does "Go ye into all the world" mean to you and how do you personally use that phrase when you look upon your 
brothers and sisters. 

Don't we go into the world when we go to work, go shopping, or attend any other public happening? 

Go ye into all the world, does not necessarily mean "go to China", does it? I am asking what it means to you?

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/7 10:58
Thanks for asking and thanks for the clarification. 

Going into the world is inclusive of all things you do in the world. I agree with you. When I say inclusive, that means it als
o can be going to another country should you feel called to do so. However, when a person does not fufill the Great com
mission, and they are not regularly, consistently, and purposfully, sharing their faith with others in the world (whether ver
bally or graphically) with loved ones or stangers, they are committing apocity. And no, lifestyle evangelism and friendshi
p evangelism are not suitable substitutes, nor are they commanded. This too the book clarifies. 

There may be some confusion here as to what I am trying to convey because of the limitations of this kind of medium. I 
would definitely pick up a copy of "Apocity: The Greatest Omission" for yourself so that you can see what I am talking ab
out. 

Any other thoughts?
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Re: , on: 2013/11/7 14:20
Any other thoughts? Of course! I think it is a worthy discussion. 

Let's break down the "Great Commission" and talk about how the Holy Spirit deals with a man/woman, internally in fulfilli
ng His will, which is, "bringing many sons to glory". 

Heb_2:10  For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to 
make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings. 

Christians are not salesmen that read a "sales manual" and then go out and sell. Our life emanates from His life and our 
will is to be directed by His will. And we know there are times and seasons in a Believer's life for everything in God's eco
nomy (will). So, only God can really judge if someone is refusing to perform His will for them. 

But, I do agree we can talk about the command to, "go into all the world", and what that entails and how it is worked into 
and out of a follower of Christ. 

And also, that being a witness for Christ is not always about talking. It is often about how you act, carry yourself, respon
d to others, etc, etc. 

The key is, are we submitting to the Holy Spirit's will to conform us to the image of Christ. If so, then we will be walking a
s Christ walked in many respects. 

There are many people that think evangelism is a program to be perfected. They have perfected all the techniques of ev
angelism but are performing them largely apart from an abiding relationship with the Holy Spirit. So, are they committing 
the sin of apocity since they are not engaging in true Evangelism and they are largely performing their own will (not bein
g led by the Spirit)? 

They don't want to committ the sin of apocity so they determine to engage in Evangelism so they cannot be accused of t
his sin. Yet, they are completely leaning upon their own understanding and not seeking to be led by the Holy Spirit, Who 
may have them concentrate on more important, internal things for awhile.

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/7 23:52
I agree. That is why in this book, the author reveals that being a false convert and being an apocite often go hand in han
d. It is not so much the act, but the true nature of a believer. Liek I said, you should really get a copy. I don't think you wo
uld have any problem with it at all (well, for the most part. I don't know exactly everything you believe). :D 

Re: , on: 2013/11/8 9:36
Yes, but I would like to discuss this concept (which is nothing) new, without reading the book. But, I tell you what. I will g
et the book if it is a free downloadable book. 

Now you are telling us that an apocite is closely related to a false convert. But, isn't that obvious? 

Jesus said, "If you deny me before men, I will deny you before my Father in heaven". 

True converts are not ashamed of Jesus Christ. But, I hope this book is not laying out a litmus test for how to judge a tru
e convert based on it's views of how a Christian should be walking everyday. That concept would be very dangerous to 
propagate. 
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Re: , on: 2013/11/8 9:38
Ok, went to the website. You gotta be kidding me!! 170 pages on Apocity!@!?

What's the guy doing? Making another systematic theology out of this new phrase? 

How many pages does it take to tell a true believer to share the Gospel? And do you really have to tell a true believer to 
share the gospel?

Conversely, how many pages does it take to tell False Believers that they are not sharing the Gospel because they are 
False Believers?

And here is the rub: Is this book going to turn everyone into roving judges of who is true and false based on whether the
y evangelize or not?  

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/8 23:32
The systematic theology is from the scriptures. The word is coined to place a name to what the scriptures already declar
e is a sin. 

No you don't have to tell a true believer to share the gospel. That is one of the points in the book. However, I can see yo
u are not attracted to it. I still would encourage you to read it. If not, that's fine. God speed. 

Re: , on: 2013/11/9 22:10
Ok, thanks Wofgod. 

I am content with the Scripture's terms of walking in the flesh or walking after the Spirit, though I would probably read the
book if I stumbled upon it. 

Re:  - posted by warriorofgod, on: 2013/11/10 13:09
That is good.  I would expect nothing less. At least you now have a word to use for the sin of not evangelizing, should yo
u decide to use it. :)

Does anyone else have anything to add to this conversation? Do you believe not evangelizing is a sin? Do you think it is 
needful to have a word to describe this once nameless sin? 

Re: , on: 2013/11/12 8:16
warrior,

with all due respect, I was not looking for a word and I don't think the Apostles were at a loss for a word, either. I don't thi
nk it is necessary to have a word for a "nameless sin" and apparently, the Holy Spirit doesn't think so, either. 

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2013/11/12 10:40

Though we are glad for the discussion towards evangelism which we promote. We do not want to overly promote a reso
urce nor allow resources to be promoted on the forums in a way that anywhere comes close to going against the guiding
principles of the website ie: https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/newbb/viewtopic.php?topic_id=44556&forum=13

3. HAVING A PERSONAL AGENDA - We look down on people who come with personal agenda's or are trying to justify 
themselves on a particular doctrine or emphasis. We believe it is not healthy to try and impose a truth that you have on 
many other brothers or sisters. This type of believer feels that a truth they have is more important then the rest and feels
a godliness for holding to that truth. Such a godliness is false and will not bring about the fruits of the Spirit in the life of t
hat believer (Galatians 5:22-23). 

6. SELF-PROMOTION - Self-Promoting your own teachings or articles, sermons and videos is not encouraged in the for
ums. We have hand-selected over 50,000 audio, video and text resources on sermon index and we ask that the majority
of the discussions centre around those materials provided. You can post another article or sermon from another source 
also long as its not contrary to the tenor of the materials on SermonIndex. But we ask that you do not promote your own 
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audio sermon materials. 'Let someone else praise you, and not your own mouth' (Proverbs 27:2).

We are not accusing those who started the thread of this but just posting this as a safety for all of us to consider. We are
going to close the thread. But perhaps the discussion can continue in a refined way with specific Scriptures that are look
ed at. We ask that the book would not be promoted again.

this thread is locked.
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