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North Korea said on Friday it had detained an American tourist for violating its laws after entering the secretive state in A
pril, bringing the number of U.S. citizens held by Pyongyang to three.

Pyongyang has detained a number of U.S. citizens in recent years, using them as a tool to extract visits by high-profile fi
gures, including former President Bill Clinton, for propaganda means.

North Korea periodically accuses the United States of military hostility and conspiracy to overthrow its leadership. The tw
o states have been locked in a tense diplomatic conflict over Pyongyang's nuclear and missile programs.

The latest American to be held was being questioned by authorities for conduct inappropriate for the purpose of his visit 
as a tourist, state media reported on Friday.

The North's KCNA news agency named him as Jeffrey Edward Fowle and said he entered the country on April 29. It gav
e no further details.

A State Department official said Washington was aware of reports that a third U.S. citizen had been detained in North K
orea. "There is no greater priority for us than the welfare and safety of U.S. citizens abroad," the official said, adding no f
urther information was available.
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