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Several villages in central India have outlawed the open practice of Christianityâ€”a move of questionable legality yet on
e that worries church leaders who say it already has encouraged anti-Christian violence.

"The situation is becoming worse. The anti-Christian propaganda is becoming stronger," Arun Pannalal, president of Ch
hattisgarh Christian Forum, told World Watch Monitor on Tuesday. Chhattisgarh is one of India's 29 states, in the heart o
f the country.

Pannalal said the village of Belar, in Chhattisgarh's southeast district of Bastar, convened a Gram Sabha, or village asse
mbly, on July 6 and passed a resolution banning all non-Hindu religious activities.

The Belar assembly, Pannalal said, was an echo to Gram Sabha of representatives from about a dozen villages held Ma
y 10 in Sirsiguda village, also in Bastar district. There, the delegates passed a resolution banning the outward practice of
non-Hindu faiths.

"To stop the forced conversion by some outsider religious campaigners and to prevent them from using derogatory lang
uage against Hindu deities and customs, the Sirsiguda Gram Sabha bans religious activities such as prayers, meetings 
and propaganda of all non-Hindu religions," said the text of the resolution. It contains no provisions for penalties.

read more: http://www.charismanews.com/world/44715-christianity-outlawed-in-central-indian-villages
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