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Franklin Graham Warns Christians in America 'Persecution Is Coming' - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2015/3/9 21:32
The Rev. Franklin Graham gave an ominous warning to Christians living in the United States Sunday, as he expounded 
on how religious freedoms are being eroded stateside while believers are being persecuted throughout the world.

Graham also expressed his concerns about the Obama administration's foreign policy, which has been to rebuke the nat
ion's allies, such as Israel, while countries known to be hostile to the U.S. are attempting to shape policy by gaining influ
ence in the Democratic Party and by giving large donations to entities such as The Clinton Foundation.

"I believe we're going to see persecution in this country," Graham said during an interview on "Fox and Friends Weeken
d" on Sunday. "We've already seen many laws that have been passed that restrict our freedom as Christians. I believe it'
s going to get worse, and we see no question gaining influence in Washington by those that represent the Islamic faith. 
We do have a problem in this country and we are losing our religious freedom and we're losing it a little bit day by day."

from: http://www.christianpost.com/news/franklin-graham-warns-american-christians-persecution-is-coming-135348/

Re: Franklin Graham Warns Christians in America 'Persecution Is Coming' - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2015/3/9 22:09
Quote: "I believe we're going to see persecution in this country"

Okay but no message of hope - what is God going to do, how we will he prepare us to face the anti-christ and the persec
ution that will come with his appearing.

Re: , on: 2015/3/10 1:31
I'm not a fan of this fear mongering.

Legally, Christians have rights. The USA is built by the people, for the people. I know it's got corruption everywhere but...
persecution? No. Not even close.

Taking away all the firm laws in place, would take more than 20-30 years before anything would resemble persecution.

Maybe if the country was one step away from anarchy, sure, persecution could be soon around the corner but that woul
d mean not only the Christians should fear but Muslims too.

Graham should focus on the gospel and not trying to inaccurately predict things like Pat Robertson.

Focus on the gospel, focus on feeding and helping people.

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/3/10 8:19
There is some wisdom in that, LMH. 

I see and believe persecution is nascent, present, and about to thrive here. So, warning of it is beneficial, IF....IF we are 
doing so to equip Christians in NT living and enduring as opposed to political posturing.

I have a deep distrust of all things media, and when Graham uses mainstream media like Fox (which opposes Christ as 
much as MSNBC) it taints his message.   Media outlets are political beings and irredeemable.  These pronouncements a
re never warnings to the people of media and politics to repent and abandon themselves to Christ and they always end 
with a "thanks for having me."  They accept the media on media's terms. It is difficult to take any warnings in media from 
Christians seriously.

But, then, we don't need those warnings to know. Anyone who has their eyes on Christ can see where we are. Let us wh
o are NOT shaking hands and thanking the world say the truth of things. 
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Re: Franklin Graham Warns Christians in America 'Persecution Is Coming' - posted by Lysa (), on: 2015/3/10 8:46

Quote:
-------------------------murrcolr wrote:
Okay but no message of hope - what is God going to do, how we will he prepare us to face the anti-christ and the persecution that will come with his a
ppearing.
-------------------------

We should have been preparing ourselves all these good, abundant years.  Were all of the virgins able to go with the bri
degroom?  Yes, but were they all prepared?  

Sadly, if we arenâ€™t prepared, we arenâ€™t prepared b/c I believe we will wake up one morning (in who knows how 
many years) and it be upon us and if we arenâ€™t read up and prayed up it will be too late.  

But really, who can prepare you for being tortured?  

Re:  - posted by rufnrust (), on: 2015/3/10 8:51
( I'm here to tell you that the only way, the only hope is not a Republican, it's not a Democrat or whoever. The only hope 
is that this country repents of its sins and turns once again to the God of our fathers and to His Son, the Lord Jesus Chri
st â€” otherwise, there is no hope.")

This a portion of the article on Franklin's comments. The call for national repentance runs in his family.

Russell

Re: , on: 2015/3/10 9:05

Quote:
-------------------------Lysa said: But really, who can prepare you for being tortured?

-------------------------

Dr. MLKjr and Rosa Parks prepared for their social/human rights war. They have videos preparing them by practice yelli
ng at them and calling them names. I'm sure you could find videos on youtube, legit real training for what they were abo
ut to endure.

We can prepare too. :)

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/3/10 9:24
Richard Wurmbrand insisted not only that we should prepare for torture, but lectured on how.  Hard to read, though.

https://theagetocome.wordpress.com/2008/02/10/preparing-for-the-underground-church/

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/3/10 9:35
I love Franklin Graham. 

Speaking "truth to power", though, by calling on the "country" to repent is futile. Not that repentance ought not be proclai
med. But, I think he stops woefully short by not calling believers to abandon all thought of government as a source of ide
ntity, hope, meaning, and even structure.  When Christians hear that hope does not rest in parties, they think it is becaus
e the people in those parties are unrighteous--they do not see that the truth is that all government and politics and civil la
w are opposed to Christ. We STILL love to wave the flag, pledge our allegiance to it, and think of ourselves as patriotic. 
We STILL do not see that this view of life and reality is a satanic deception and illusion.  
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Franklin Graham has not called us to true repentance. I love him, but he is blinded. He holds a tradition of men -- Americ
an patriotism and American theism -- as a mixture of his Christian faith. I am hopeful that he and many others are thisclo
se to seeing the truth and acting on it, though. When they do, and the church in America repents of mixing its Caesar wo
rship into its Christianity, look out.  You think we are being persecuted now? Oh, boy...when we denounce all Americanis
m, all nationalism , all politics, all civil government as a repository of meaning and as a tool of Satan, we will be killed ev
en by those who think they are doing God a service.

Re: Franklin Graham Warns Christians in America 'Persecution Is Coming' - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2015/3/10 9:47
We need more men of God speaking the truth
from the pulpit and warning the Church of 
the coming persecution. 

I praise God that the Fox News network continues
to do interviews with Christian leaders that are not
ashamed of the gospel of Christ, and are allowed 
to share the gospel freely. 

The Word of God admonishes us to expose the
deeds of darkness, and that is exactly what 
Franklin Graham is doing.

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/3/10 11:16
Quote:  "But really, what can prepare you for being tortured?"

What kind of torture are you talking about?

We don't torture the vilest of criminals now (other than waterboarding an occasional terrorist) so I am curious what make
s you think a Christian who is arrested and imprisoned on some grounds would be tortured (unless of course ISIS conqu
ers the U.S. which would seem highly improbable).  

Re:  - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2015/3/10 15:18
Right now the best practical way you can prepare for persecution in America is to live a modest lifestyle, save and invest
your money as much as you can, and have umbrella insurance to protect you from frivolous law suits (as well as to prote
ct the money you've saved).  I suggest saving at least 20-30% of your gross income if possible.

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/3/10 15:35
Abide,

Please don't take my words about Franklin Graham as disapproval of him.  I love the man's heart.  

Leo Tolstoy said, "Christianity in its true sense puts an end to the State."  I agree fully with that sentiment.  In 1 Samuel 
8, Israel had no king but chose one and in doing so, God explicitly said that He had been rejected merely by the choice. 
Prior to that, Israel was not merely a 'state'; they were a people.  And, God has a people, not a state, even now.

Jesus tolerated the usurped power of the State.  He acknowledged it when He noted the coin bearing Caesar' image an
d taught, "Render unto Caesar what is Caesar's".  The rest of that verse, "But render unto God what is God's" begs a qu
estion. What is God's? Everything that bears His mark! What bears His mark above all?  People.  Caesar (State) has no 
right over you or me or our lives. It may exercise POWER, but is has no AUTHORITY over our lives and deaths. 

(What's the difference between power and authority?  A man walks into a bank with a check with his name on it and with
draws $100 from his account. He has authority and power over the account and leaves with $100 cash in his wallet.  An
other man walks into a bank with a pistol in his hand and withdraws $100 from the bank although he has no account ther
e.  He has power (the gun) but not authority (right).)

The State does not mark us as its own (and even if it does, we're not its property; God has marked us first with His imag
e). 
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Now, one naturally responds with Romans 13 here.  Paul says that authorities are ordained by God and we must submit.
 I contend that is a misreading of the text and that you must read Romans 12-13 as a singularity of theme and thought a
nd when you do, it changes the oft repeated mantra about authority and places it in the precise place where Jesus put it 
in the Sermon on the Mount and with his very life.

In Romans 12-13, Paul follows the same track of thought of Jesus from the Sermon on the Mount: love, sacrifice, overco
ming evil by doing good, willingly laying down one's life in persecution. In that last point, Paul's overarching theme is that
love extends to our enemies not just our friends and family.  It is what Jesus said ("love your enemies"). Then, Paul give
s what the prime example of our enemy is and how that love looks --- the enemy is the governing authorities.  We love o
ur enemies by submitting ourselves to their evil, and this is most readily apparent and most pervasive as we face public 
enemy #1 -- the government.  So, Romans 13 is not a statement about the legitimacy of government; it is a command to 
love our enemies and a practical demonstrative example what that love will look like in its most common form: loving tho
se who hate us and oppose Christ in the arm of government, which from 1 Samuel 8 is always depicted as a rejection of 
God.

The only legitimate call to the opposition of Jesus Christ is the apostolic call, the commissioned call, "Repent and be bap
tized in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved."   Repent.  Mark yourself as dead to all of the elements
of this world and make that a matter of accountability by a public baptism that identifies you with His Kingdom and no lon
ger with Man's Government.  Leave your kingdoms for His kingdom.  

Our subversion of the world is through submission to its tactics of persecution because we, too, will rise again in Christ.  
Our lives are not our own, as Christ considered His own life not dear to Himself.  We belong, body and soul, in life and in
death, to God and our Savior Jesus Christ; this is our only hope in life and death.

Re:  - posted by Sree (), on: 2015/3/11 9:27
America already has a persecution, which is having everything in abundance. Sodam and Gomorah had this problem of 
abundance. Hence the purished. Many in US do not need God because they think they are self sufficient. Even many C
hristians.

Now coming to the remark by Franklin Graham. He is wrong when he wants Christians to run politics. All apostle Paul w
anted Christians to do regarding government is to pray that we have our freedom to worship in our way. He did not say t
hat we should have laws that pleases our God. He did not say if your freedom is taken then get into politics and make su
re you get your freedom. If such a thing is possible then why should we first of all pray? 

The problem with many Christians in US is, they keep thinking that their nation is a Christian nation. I am sorry it is not. 
There cannot be any Christian nation. No nation can be run by Sermon on the mount. Sermon on the mount is given for i
ndividual disciples of Jesus not to nations. 

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2015/3/11 11:07
Is abundance evil in Gods eyes?

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2015/3/11 17:45
Franklin Graham is doing what every pastor in
the country should be doing, and that is being
light and salt to a Church and a nation that has
gone astray.

The enemy is gaining ground in this nation 
because of a sleeping church that is neither
hot or cold and over the past 50 years we have
seen prayer taken out of schools, abortion 
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legalized, and homosexuality embraced in many
denominations and accepted by the majority of 
the American people.  The influence of Islam is
growing in this nation at an alarming rate, and yet
there are many Christians that believe that we
should remain silent, because these are political
issues.

There are some on these forums that believe 
that we 
don't have any business bringing God into the 
government, and much of the Church would agree
with you, and because of this belief what we have
is a government without God. 

It is time to wake up and cry out for revival and
awakening in this nation while we still have 
a nation. 

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/3/11 19:46
I do not pray that God will preserve America. I pray that Americans will repent and obey the gospel. 

This nation's government has always been without God. There is now nor never a government of men on Earth that "has
God".  They are all godless. 

You and I will agree that the church in America has sold out to American culture. Prayer was taken out of homes before i
t was removed from schools, or it never would have mattered what the courts said about prayer.  Abortion was in hearts 
in America before it was ever legal. Homosexuality, with every other deviancy, was rooted deeply in American lives, hom
es and churches before it was not taboo anymore and the always godless government made it a preferred status.  

The church was not silent when these issues reached critical mass in the public mind. The church lobbied government o
n all of them and it accomplished nothing. The church did not cry out in prayer nearly so much as it cried out in protest a
nd based on policy. If the church of Jesus is empowered to act politically, it is a colossal failure and worthy for the scrap 
heap. It is Ichabod, if you, sir, are correct.

But, No, sir, I do not think you are right at all.  The church of Jesus is not the guardian of Americanism.  It never was.  A
merica fails because America is fallen, and was conceived in sin like every other nation on Earth planted by men.  The f
ailure of the church is, in part, because it HAS solicited the earthly powers for a seat at their table.  You are right that we 
are lukewarm, because we are drunk on the toxic, stagnated waters of politics and civil government that is inherently ant
iChrist.

Let us wake up and pray for forgiveness! Let us repent of our wicked support of Babylon America. Let us dry ourselves o
f her tepid toilet water ways and be cleansed in the Well of Life. Let the nation itself crumble and blow away with the rest
of the chaff.  Let us be the holy nation of God wherever we are. You want to fight Islam? We better learn now more than 
ever to pray because a reckoning is coming. That evil power of Islam is sweeping the earth under the hand of God as H
e readies His last judgment, and He will then judge it.  

Re:  - posted by SteveHale (), on: 2015/3/11 20:49
Quote TMK : Is abundance evil in Gods eyes?

Behold, this was the guilt of your sister Sodom: she and her daughters had pride, excess of food, and prosperous ease, 
but did not aid the poor and needy.They were haughty and did an abomination before me. So I removed them, when I sa
w it. Ezekiel 16:49-50

Page 5/7



News and Current Events :: Franklin Graham Warns Christians in America 'Persecution Is Coming'

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2015/3/11 21:19
"I do not pray that God will preserve America. I pray that Americans will repent and obey the gospel."

If America repents and and obeys the gospel, then God will preserve America. He will heal our land as His Word says th
at He will.

I am not talking about Americanism. I am talking about saving a society from sin and moral corruption. 

When true revival come, the society changes for the better, so you can't tell me that God is not interested in this. 

God allows us to see the activity of the enemy in our land so that we can pray and turn the tide. 

If God didn't think that our governmental leaders were not important, He would have never said through the Apostle Paul
that we ought to pray for them so that we would live quite and peaceable lives in all godliness. 

There was a time in this nation when our leaders honored God. They had reverenece for God, and they even prayed tog
ether for guidance from God. 

We are exhorted in the Word to expose the evil deeds of darkness. The devil is going to take every inch of ground that w
e give him whether it be in the Church, the family, the government, or in the school system. 

My prayer is "Lord, let your Kingdom come, let your will be done on earth as it is in heaven."

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2015/3/11 21:28
Abide, we pray together that His will be done. 

We just disagree and I do not expect many to agree with me  on this.  But, we agree on what matters most.  

Re: , on: 2015/3/12 1:11
I think Dolfan/Tim makes some good points, God wasn't focusing on nation building. He was focused on a people or mor
e specifically individuals. Moses was the result of scared hebrews. King Saul was the result because they wanted to be li
ke other nations.

The Kingdom of God is personal.

I understand your reference to 1 Chronicles but...let's remember Israel was destroyed many times over, restarting over 
with only a few people, hardly a nation.

Not only that, the Apostle Paul prayed for his govt leaders but they too ended up meeting terrible ends.

America was fortunate to have great awakenings. Awakenings, revivals, they start small and they aren't focused on politi
cs that's for sure.

Leonard Ravenhill says throughout most of his preaching 'all you need is one on fire believer' (paraphrase).

My question then is, are you on fire? Has the Fire of God consumed your life? How is this being demonstrated? How are
you impacting the people around you?

I think these answers are personal but His fire is definitely consuming my life. With a gentle voice and a consistent burn t
hroughout all areas of my life. I encourage all believers to focus on a revival lifestyle as I try to live it out myself.
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Re:  - posted by Sree (), on: 2015/3/12 4:03
Can you tell me a reference of a Country or a region repenting in New Covenant? It was always some individual people 
who repent. Even in Old Covenant, the call to repent was mostly given only to the chosen Israel. In New Covenant, it is t
o Churches in America. Not to America as a nation. A nation will never repent.

Now when we ask America to Repent, we expect every individual irrespective of their religion to repent. Now how can all
Hindus and Muslims who came from other nations repent to our Christian God? As Individual they can repent but collecti
vely calling a nation to repent is not a New Covenant call at all. 

Re:  - posted by AbideinHim (), on: 2015/3/12 6:41
Brother Tim,

I appreciate your heart for the Lord. May we follow
the Lord and be ambassadors for Christ, as He has 
given us all the ministry of reconciliation.

Re: I'm not a fan of this fear mongering. - posted by ahoglund, on: 2015/3/12 10:35
This really isn't fear mongering, its just telling the truth based on the direction of our nation/culture.  You don't even need
to be a prophet to see where we are headed. Our rights are eroding by the day as Christians.  Persecution and prosecuti
on are already here and will only increase in the coming days.  Remember that we will be, and already are to some exte
nt, hated and blamed for our societies problems.

On that note, this is a thought I've had the past week regarding this topic:

Jesus is not so concerned with nations,governments,cultures, societies, etc.. in the sense that he cares to preserve the
m.  He is Lord over all and his ultimate care is for his church and the salvation of the individual.  Cultures and nations will
come and go but the Jesus and his church will transcend it all.  He cares about people.  When he came to earth his goal
was not to overthrow the Roman govt. and that hasn't changed.  Of course one day he will come back and establish a re
al earthly kingdom and destroy all those who oppose him.  Until then though, we are in the dispensation of his grace and
mercy to all PEOPLE who will call upon his name,repent, and follow him.

Re:  - posted by murrcolr (), on: 2015/3/12 17:44
Have we forgotten the great commission? 

Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 
Matt 28:19

Have we forgotten there is no government apart from God

Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist 
have been instituted by God.

Christ is concerned about nations and governments it is absolute stupidity to say otherwise, you can't seperate nations fr
om people, nor goveremnt from people why because nations are people and goverment is Godâ€™s servant for our goo
d. 

Edit to add link - The Nations In The Purposes Of God by Art Katz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLwpgGbUdxQ
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