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"But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off"
(2 Peter 1:9). 

I heard a man, some time ago, speaking about Abraham. He said "Abraham was not tempted by the well-watered plains 
of Sodom, for Abraham was what you might call a long-sighted man; he had his eyes set on the city which had foundatio
n--'whose Builder and Maker is God."' But Lot was a shortsighted man; and there are many people in the Church who ar
e very short-sighted; they only see things right around them they think good. Abraham was long-sighted; he had glimpse
s of the celestial city Moses was long-sighted, and he left the palaces of Egypt and identified himself with God's people--
poor people, who were slaves; but he had something in view yonder; he could see something God had in store. Again th
ere are some people who are sort of long-sighted and short-sighted, too. I have a friend who has one eye that is long-sig
hted and the other is short-sighted; and I think the Church is full of this kind of people. They want one eye for the world a
nd the other for the Kingdom of God. Therefore, everything is blurred, one eye is long and the other is short, all is confus
ion, and they "see men as trees walking." The Church is filled with that sort of people. But Stephen was long-sighted; he 
looked clear into heaven; they couldn't convince him even when he was dying, that Christ had not ascended to heaven. "
Look yonder," he says, I see Him over there; He is on the throne, standing at the right hand of God"; and he looked clear
into heaven; the world had no temptation for him; he had put the world under his feet. Paul was another of those long-sig
hted men; he had been caught up and seen things unlawful for him to utter; things grand and glorious. I tell you when th
e Spirit of God is on us the world looks very empty; the world has a very small hold upon us, and we begin to let go our h
old of it. When the Spirit of God is on us we will just let go the things of time and lay hold of things eternal. This is the Ch
urch's need today; we want the Spirit to come in mighty power, and consume all the vile dross there is in us. Oh! that the
Spirit of fire may come down and burn everything in us that is contrary to God's blessed Word and Will.

From "Success in Christian Life and Work" (http://www.ccel.us/moody.ch7.html).
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