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Jesus, in His earthly ministry, had to rely on a daily inner working of the Father's voice. He had to be dependent on the F
ather at all times in order to hear His voice directing Him. Otherwise, Christ simply could not have done the things He did
. He had to hear His Father's voice hour by hour, miracle by miracle, one day at a time.

How was Jesus able to hear the still, small voice of His Father? The Bible shows us it happened through prayer. Again a
nd again, Jesus went to a solitary place to pray. He learned to hear the Father's voice while on His knees and the Father
was faithful to show Him everything to do and say.

â€œAnd in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there pra
yedâ€• (Mark 1:35).

â€œGreat multitudes came together to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirmities. And he withdrew himself into th
e wilderness, and prayedâ€• (Luke 5:15-16).

Picture Jesus facing a major decision, such as choosing His disciples. How did the Lord choose the twelve from the vast
multitudes who followed Him? It had to be a momentous decision. After all, these disciples would form the pillars of His 
New Testament Church. Did His Father give Him the twelve names while He was still in glory? If so, why did Jesus spen
d an entire night in prayer before naming the twelve?

Luke tells us, "He went out into a mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God" (Luke 6:12). The next morni
ng, Jesus called out the twelve. How did He know them? The Father had revealed them to Him the night before.

On that same night, the Father gave His Son the beatitudes, those sayings from the Sermon on the Mount: "Blessed are
the poor in spirit. . . . Blessed are they that mourn. . . . Blessed are the meek" (see Matthew 5:1-5). Jesus had received it
all straight from the Father's heart.
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