
General Topics :: Foot Washing

Foot Washing - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/28 17:21
The other night, while reading out of and expounding on Joshua 22, I taught my kids that one way to maintain humility
and thereby "hold fast to " (Joshua 22:5) is one that is very seldom practiced in the assembly today: foot washing. 

I have never personally been a part of an assembly where this is practiced; though I have felt the Lord lead me to wash t
he feet of my family a couple times during times of significant tension, turmoil, and strife. 

But in John 13 we see Jesus (the Lord of Glory) do just this, in a very real and practical way - and He goes on to teach: 

~~~~~~~~~~~

So when He had washed their feet, taken His garments, and sat down again, He said to them, â€œDo you know what I 
have done to you? You call Me Teacher and Lord, and you say well, for so I am. If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have 
washed your feet, you also ought to wash one anotherâ€™s feet. For I have given you an example, that you should do a
s I have done to you. Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater 
than he who sent him. If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them."

~ John 13:12-17

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

It seems to me that the Lord was instructing the apostles to very literally practice foot washing; "If I then, your Lord and T
eacher have washed your feet,"  "you also ought to wash one anotherâ€™s feet." 

It seems that there is little reason to interpret His instruction as purely symbolic/allegorical. 

Right after instructing them to wash one another's feet, Jesus says:

"Most assuredly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he who sent hi
m."

And:

"If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them."

While I do feel that there is much benefit and revelation in the allegorical meaning of 'foot washing', and that the spiritual 
practice of it is also imperative; I do not feel that to neglect the literal practice of it is wise or warranted. 

I speak from experience (and as one who has only ever washed the feet of my wife and children/step-children): it was a 
very humbling and heart-melting experience for all involved. 

I sincerely believe that if we would but humbly submit ourselves to this practice in obedience to the Lord; not esteeming 
ourselves better than Him; and "knowing these things", that we would be very "blessed..if  do them." 

I believe that it would be very instrumental in maintaining love, humility, and unity among the brethren.
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Re: Foot Washing - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/7/28 18:55
Forrest:  The church I grew up in practiced footwashing, and I know of several others where it occurs.  I can say that it w
as a time of humility, often repentance, and it seemed the Holy Spirit really attended to the practiceÂ  I think we would d
o well to practice this more.  

Re: Foot Washing, on: 2016/7/28 19:06
Brother Forest, you wrote:

"I believe that it would be very instrumental in maintaining love, humility, and unity among the brethren."

and having been allowed to participate in such a heavenly holy, anointed, and beautiful ordinance JUST ONCE, your wo
rds are true.

I would testify, but for the truth that my mere human words would not convey in totality, how beautiful this little utilized mi
nistry is.

God love you , neil

Re: , on: 2016/7/28 20:55
We don't need foot washing today - we don't  lie semi reclined  to eat and have to be near the smelly dirty feet of our nei
ghbours!

The equivalent action today would be car washing. However, there are many ways we can actually serve others in real 
ways that will take up our time, and especially for the sick and elderly amongst us. I have no - one to ask for help with m
y computer for example and would not appreciate having my feet washed instead. Why an empty ritual?

Re: , on: 2016/7/28 23:08
I was thinking the same thing, Brenda. Foot washing was a cultural thing back then to serve a cultural need and no one r
eally wanted to wash someone else's feet. The principle behind foot washing is serving one another with humility and pr
eferring one another. There is a reason foot washing was humbling to people back then. They did not wear shoes and th
eir feet got very, very dirty. Today, most people's feet are clean (socks and shoes). I was part of a foot washing service o
nce and because it was so foreign to me and everyone else, it was more of a novelty rather than a humbling experience.
Everyone was just trying to do it right and extract some spiritual experience from it. Nothing humbling about it since it wa
s planned. Funny. That the object of the exercise...was to extract a spiritual experience from it...and we took this scriptur
e literally not grasping the spiritual meaning behind it...we were young...what did we know? 

How about offering to clean someone's house, today...including the bathrooms...for free...for someone that has wronged
you? Or bring dinner over for them or any number of things. Yeah, help them with things they struggle with. 

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/7/28 23:41
I agree with J & B-

Jesus washed his disciples feet because they were grimy and needed it. 

Surely we can serve our brothers and sisters in more relevant ways today. 

I guarantee that in churches that practice foot washing as an ordinance, no one shows up with dirty stinky feet. 

I see no reason whatsoever to try and force an ordinance out of Jesus' action.  He was teaching a principle and attitude t
o emulate, not an action. 
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Re: Foot Washing - posted by Elibeth, on: 2016/7/28 23:58
Forest,
There are SO many things in The Word,that Jesus taught us that have 
a Spiritual meaning,...and,I believe foot washing is one of them.

*First we see 'Jesus teaching humility'

*Then there is more,I believe that Jesus wants us to see.

Jn13:5,..."He poured 'water' into a basin,and began to wash the disciples' feet,..."
V.7,Jesus says, "What I do thou knowest not now,but thou shalt know
hereafter.
He goes on to tell Peter,..
V.8, "If I wash thee not,thou hast no part with me."
V.9, ..."Peter saith unto Him,Lord,not my feet only,but also my hands and 
my head."

V10, "Jesus saith unto him,He that is washed needeth not except to wash 
his feet,but is entirely clean; and ye are clean,but not all of you. "

*When Jesus washes us,we are clean,but I believe we are to remind our 
brothers /sisters,that we are to walk with clean feet.

V.14, Jesus tells the 'disciples', "If I,then,your Lord and Master,have washed your feet,; ye also ought to wash one anoth
er's feet.
V.15,  "For I have given you an example,that ye should as I have done to you.

"Disciples" (learners)

+ Take my yoke upon you, and  learn of Me.

We too,are learners.

And there are more to compare of the things that Jesus did in the natural,
that needs to be compared with the Spiritual,...many ,many,but I must go for now.

I appreciate you bro.Forest,

---------------
elizabeth

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 0:23

Foot washing is a very Biblical practice and just like the Lord's Supper it is a physical act. If we reason the same way ab
out these things then we can nullify almost every practice in the early Church and Book of Acts. Why even do water bapt
ism?  

Of course this is not reasonable and there is a reason why 90% of sisters in the Church wore head-coverings for all the 
history of the Church until the last 50 years in the modern feministic movement and liberal theologians.  

Foot washing is a symbol of "service" of serving others in the body of Christ.  Though there is no yoke to have to practic
e this, I encourage and am blessed by a brother who see's significance and blessing in it.    Fasting, prayer, baptism, lor
ds supper, headcovering, etc are other practices that are wonderful to maintain as believers in the Lord. 
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There are very few symbols given for us to do physically, the Lord's Supper, holy kiss, water baptism, foot washing and 
headcovering are New Covenant symbols given.   I am not sure if I am missing any?

"Why do we kiss and hug? To show our affection for each other as sisters and brothers in Christ. We often call this the h
oly kiss. In several of his letters, Paul tells us to kiss one another in greeting."  from: http://www.anabaptistnetwork.com/b
ook/export/html/311

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/7/29 0:31
Actually, as between communion and washing feet, Jesus only commanded them to wash each others feet as following 
His example.  He never told them to observe the communion meal. 

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 1:26
It is interesting how Paul shares "For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you"   so I believe he was saying 
the Lord by the Holy Spirit was showing him the importance for assemblies to practice this symbol.

You are right that our Lord said to his disciples to do foot washing:

John 13:14New International Version (NIV)

14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one anotherâ€™s feet.

Dear brother does this verse not mean that we are to do the practice of the Lord's Supper in remembrance of him?

Luke 22:19New International Version (NIV)

19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, â€œThis is my body given for you; do this i
n remembrance of me.â€•

1 Corinthians 11:23-34New International Version (NIV)

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,
24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, â€œThis is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance o
f me.â€• 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, â€œThis cup is the new covenant in my blood; do thi
s, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.â€• 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim
the Lordâ€™s death until he comes.

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against 
the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from t
he cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30 
That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discer
ning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this wa
y by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34 Anyone who is hungry shoul
d eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.

And when I come I will give further directions.
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Re:  - posted by Elibeth, on: 2016/7/29 1:31
Bro. Greg,
yoke,was not in my heart,...learn  was.

Please forgive,....I don't always make myself very clear.

Bless you,

---------
Elizabeth 

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 2:31
Amen sister, the spiritual reality is much more important then the physical act. Though we can not really separate it and t
he Lord has ordained His Spirit to fill a fleshly temple on this earth. 

1 Corinthians 3:16New International Version (NIV)

16 Donâ€™t you know that you yourselves are Godâ€™s temple and that Godâ€™s Spirit dwells in your midst?

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 4:04
I guess I never can see the point of having a symbol when you can have the real thing though there are some who like t
o have a 'show in the flesh'.

Like 'feeding on Him with thanksgiving and praise', that is, partaking in His body and blood moment by moment instead 
of a symbol. 

We should not be still in the same state as the disciples, who needed something to remind them of their Lord during the 
period in which He had left them. He did return to them and now dwells within us (if indeed we are in Christ) and we can 
find practical ways to help the brethren instead of a 'symbolic' helping that is not needed in our times. It was not a symbo
l for them it was a real service.

Nothing wrong with symbols though for those who need them. But there is a time to seek the reality behind them.

If anyone approaches me with a bowl and towel I will direct them to jobs they can do in my home for me. 

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 6:53
"Like 'feeding on Him with thanksgiving and praise', that is, partaking in His body and blood moment by moment instead 
of a symbol."

Sis Brenda,

Are you saying the communion we partake of is just a symbol and unnecessary?

Please elaborate.

In His Love,

William
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Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 7:03
"Foot washing is a symbol of "service" of serving others in the body of Christ. Though there is no yoke to have to practic
e this, I encourage and am blessed by a brother who see's significance and blessing in it."  bro Greg.

I agree with the statement above from brother Greg. Although it may not be an ordinance in the church today, as the co
mmunion is, and of course there are many ways of serving one another, both spiritually and practically, great blessing a
nd intimacy can be derived from it as and when the Lord leads us to do it. Often it is more humbling and affectionate to t
he one receiving than the one serving...

In His Love,

William

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 7:21
Yes William, it is my conviction, that of Quakers and the Salvation Army, so a sizable part of the church, that the disciple
s were given that instruction of remembrance (for the time when the Lord was gone) until the time when He came again t
o baptise them with the Holy Spirit wherein they would be feeding on His body and blood as a spiritual reality and no mo
re in elements, which was part of the old covenant, replaced by the better and spiritual.

It is a good thing for those who have not yet been baptised in the Spirit to partake as the Corinthians did, but looking for
ward to the time when their marriage supper would be with Christ the Lamb and outward symbols needed no longer.

Re:  - posted by dfella (), on: 2016/7/29 8:23
Travis said,

â€œI can say that it was a time of humility, often repentance, and it seemed the Holy Spirit really attended to the practic
e I think we would do well to practice this more.â€•

Neil quoted Forrest and then said,

F - "I believe that it would be very instrumental in maintaining love, humility, and unity among the brethren."

N â€“ â€œand having been allowed to participate in such a heavenly holy, anointed, and beautiful ordinance JUST ONC
E, your words are true. I would testify, but for the truth that my mere human words would not convey in totality, how bea
utiful this little utilized ministry is.â€•

From my experience I fully agree with the above statements as well as all that brother Greg has shared on the subject of
foot washing. My personal conviction is that there are three ordinances in the church, water baptism, communion, and fo
ot washing.

Brother Neil is the first person whom I have heard outside a small group of believers I have come across that has referre
d to FW as an ordinance. It wasnâ€™t until I was saved for a little over 10 years that I came across pockets of devoted 
brethren in Indiana we had begun fellowshipping with and where we ultimately invited a gentleman to come and teach o
ur small home fellowship in Michigan.

As I have shared before, amidst my apprehension as to why we would invite a man to drive nearly 4 hours each way to t
each such a small group he accepted and did so weekly for over 6 years. He was a very methodical teacher and before 
we would come to understand and learn as well as UNLEARN many things, he taught on foot washing in a series regard
ing ordinances in the church.

Like many things concerning fellowship, witnessing, deliverance, the function and operation of the gifts of the Spirit, com
munion, and foot washing, etcâ€¦ He never said we had to do this or that but would clearly layout from scripture Gods he
art on such matters.

After he taught on foot washing, he never said â€œokay, letâ€™s wash one anothers feetâ€• he was a patient and gifte
d teacher and never primed the pump so to speak. He would give the Holy Spirit time to work the truth down into our hea
rts. After he would go home we would still have at least two other meetings during the week and would discuss and pray
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about what the Lord was showing us and we began to ponder and consider this ordinance and believed God wanted us t
o experience this practice.

Now water baptism, communion, and foot washing can and has become a RITUAL among many professing Christians t
hroughout the ages believing that if they just DO these things it will make them spiritual. Like all of the above anything w
e do outside of the leading and directing of the Holy Spirit is merely a work of the flesh and profits nothing.

Our small group was clearly convinced we were to partake in such an event and spoke to our brother about it and we sc
heduled a time to travel to Indiana and link up with another home fellowship and participate in a foot washing service.

It all began like we always began first in prayer, then praise and worship, then an exhortation, and then the foot washing.
One of the many, many, lessons this brother taught us over the years was that of seeking Gods divine order and learnin
g to wait upon the Lord in ALL things and when we do we can most assuredly know that we know the Spirit of the Lord w
ill be in our midst.

This particular day I was eager, hungering, and desiring to participate in the exact description brother Neil explained in t
his ordinance. We separated the men and women in different rooms and my heart was so focused on blessing my broth
ers and here was the key to this event that made it so amazing was as we would lay hands on the brethren and begin to 
wash we would pray as the Holy Spirit would lead for that brother.

This Holy Spirit lead prayer would then lead into not only praying down blessing, but also confessing and speaking aloud
Gods promises in this brothers life, as well as healing, deliverance, protection, etc.. 

I washed several brothers feet, deeply desiring to do all, and I tell you brothers and sisters the truth, all that bath water w
as mixed with tears and was beyond humbling. Like our brother Paul, it is almost too heavenly to describe, as there are 
no words to truly justify such an experience.

I was so caught up in this experience of washing the others I did not realize that I myself was not submitting to having m
y own feet washed until a brother came to me with tears and said, â€œBrother Dave, please sit down, I want to wash yo
ur feetâ€•. I was taken aback and I responded with, â€œNo, thatâ€™s okay, let me wash your feetâ€• which of course h
e said no so I removed my shoes and socks and as that brother began to wash my feet and pray for me God showed m
e my sin and spiritual pride and as brother Travis rightly stated I repented.

A major key and truth we were taught on this subject was it is not in the foot washing alone but also the prayer, intercess
ion, confession, and supplication with both the understanding and in the spirit, for one another.

It has been said here that this is an underutilized event today in the body of Christ and like many other things I also agre
e. Like I said, this can become a ritual or routine just like the other ordinances. But when the Holy Spirit is involved? Not 
so.

Great topic Forrest, thanks for sharing brother.

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 9:07
Brenda,

This reminds me of how the Catholic Church is famous for turning the acts and teachings of Christ into rituals and ordina
nces. They refuse to acknowledge the spiritual reality behind His actions and teachings. The don't want the real thing (Je
sus), they just want to appear spiritual to the masses and the masses eat it up. They do this because they don't have Ch
rist and this is how they compensate for not having true spirituality. 

Even protestants are being beguiled by their outward religious trappings and feigned spirituality. Catholics replicate Jesu
s's foot washing into an ordinance and ritual why would I want to ignore the reality of Jesus' true meaning and do the sa
me thing? In many parishes, on " Holy Thursday", foot washing has been incorporated into the Mass. 

Protestants seem to be in awe of rituals and religious ordinances but how do they treat their wives, children or their fello
w man (including Christians).
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When I see that, I will see their true "religion".

Paul was a true follower of Jesus Christ. I am trying to find where he participated in foot washings, but can't seem to find
it right now. Can you help me? All I can find is this.

Colossians 2:20-23
Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to 
ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctr
ines of men? Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not i
n any honour to the satisfying of the flesh.

Re:  - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/7/29 9:13
Taking literally the words of Jesus like "eat my flesh and drink my blood" and "this is my body" or "this is my blood" is ho
w we got the abomination of the catholic mass and the doctrine of transubstantiation that has led millions down the road 
to perdition. 

Jesus performed the needed act of foot washing because no one else did it.  It was a beautiful act of humility and servic
e. 

When he was through and he said "you ought to was each other's feet" he was saying "as my follower serve each other i
n humility."  

I don't believe there is further mention of this in the NT. 

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 9:19
Too true Julius good post.

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 9:56
"Touch not; taste not; handle not"

Bro Julius,

Why are we taking sides here? I have agreed with many of your previous posts but you are coming across as spiritually 
arrogant here...as though you are just on a slightly higher level spiritually than the brothers who posted previously on thi
s thread.

I am most certainly not in awe of rituals etc and am pretty grounded in the truth of Christ in me...I think.
Your quote from Colossians has no application though, to either Communion or foot washing.

I, for one, completely agree that foot washing is not taught as an ordinance / ritual to be religiously observed by the chur
ch, however I believe we can still find real value in it when led by the Holy Spirit to do so.

As far as Communion is concerned, this is pretty clearly laid out in Corinthians that our Lord Jesus Christ wants us to D
O this in remembrance of Him. He died Physically and wants us to physically remind ourselves and each other of it. I fin
d no basis for spiritualising this at all...

In His Love,

William
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Re: , on: 2016/7/29 10:01
This are merely my thoughts & I will say that right upfront:

  I do not necessarily see foot-washing as an ordinance in scripture. I think there was greater scriptural truth Jesus was c
onveying in this act at the Lord's last Supper with His disciples. The indicator, to me, is that when Peter refused, He said 
if I don't do this, you have no part in me. Why would Jesus make merely washing feet mandatory for salvation and a part
in the Body? And then not have another word of it in all of scripture? And then Peter said, "not just my feet Lord, but my 
head also!" And The Lord said Peter was already made clean & had no need of a bath, but that his dirty feet be washed.

Well, what's going on here exactly? I think there's something being communicated by the Lord just like "unless you eat o
f my flesh". Because Jesus wouldn't keep someone out of the Kingdom of God because they merely wouldn't let Him wa
sh their feet merely as a stand alone act/ordinance would He? I don't think so. What I see conveyed is that Jesus has alr
eady "washed the head" & "made us clean" at our new birth, but our "feet get dirty" just walking through this unregenerat
e world, & we need each other in the ekklesia & Body of Messiah to "wash each other's feet". And I see the act of "humb
le servant hood" that this represents. It is a humble servant's heart to grab another man's dirty feet (especially in those d
ays/conditions) & wash their feet. There is no mention of foot-washing as an act in the foundations of the faith where the 
6 acts of baptisms, the laying on of hands, repentance from dead works, etc., are listed in the book of Hebrews. So I wo
uld not say that it as an actual physical act of washing each others' feet is some NT "scripturally mandated ordinance" p
er se. I think the message being conveyed here was even deeper than the mere physical act alone.

However, I will say this: the actual physical act is one when you really think of it is extremely humbling. I actually remem
ber in high school when I was a "pre-Born again" typical "cultural Christian" pre-convert & athlete & attended FCA (Fello
wship of Christian Athletes) meetings. One of my coaches who led the meetings got down on his hands and knees & wa
shed the feet of me and all these other high school aged kids. This to me was profound. Not saying it's some required or
dinance (nor is opening the door for my wife, but I still do it to show her my love and respect for her), but it was profound
to consider this grown man, on his knees, at the bare feet of teenagers, humble, meek & serving, all while teaching throu
gh these passages. Not as an empty ritual or rite, but as a principle of humble servant hood. It really struck me then, and
even more now as I think back & consider this man's humility & true servant's heart at the feet of his students (this was a
t his house & in those days wasn't a problem. Maybe now these days someone would be getting sued by the ACLU after
wards or something, I have no idea?). 

So I would just caution and say to be careful in making foot washing some required, ritualistic ordinance as being "ordain
ed" because of this one passage, & would also say to the other side of thought to be careful as portraying it "necessarily
" as "a dead ritual always performed by those not willing to do the real work of sacrificial Christian love...", etc. That's my 
2 cents worth of thoughts on the subject anyways.
  God Bless,
                Jeff

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 10:07
Agreed, Jeff.

That is a more balanced view and quite acceptable, as far as I understand it.

In communities of faith, we often wash each others "feet" spiritually through ministering the gifts of the Spirit and the anoi
nted Word of God to one another and He could, and often does, lead folks to physically wash feet as well.

Maybe it just makes His heart and Will tangible and visible...?

In His Love,

William
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Re:  - posted by dfella (), on: 2016/7/29 10:10
Jeff,

Very well said and I agree as well thanks for bringing wisdom and balance to this topic.

BD

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 10:10
And yes, the "touch not, taste not", etc. passage is about the Mosaic Law in context. Touch not dead bodies or anything 
unclean. Taste not unclean foods, etc. Context, context, context. We are all prone to taking scriptures out of context with
our own pretext meaning & building a case to defend something, but at some point, we have to be good students of the 
Word, use a very basic hermeneutic of exegesis, not eisogesis, & make sure the way we are using the verse is consiste
nt with its contextual meaning. If we will be judged for "every idle or careless word" & "not many should presume to be te
achers, for we know that those who teach will be judged more strictly", etc. we need to really be careful how we quote sc
ripture. We all can do it in ignorance at times, no doubt. But at some point, at some time along the way, we need to be re
sponsible stewards of the Word & make sure we are rightly dividing the Word of truth before always being quick to spea
k/share it & not being careful & responsible in this way. That's not at all a slam, but honestly a word of caution when suc
h a pattern is consistent.

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 10:37

Quote:
-------------------------by TMK on 2016/7/29 9:13:06

Taking literally the words of Jesus like "eat my flesh and drink my blood" and "this is my body" or "this is my blood" is how we got the abomination of th
e catholic mass and the doctrine of transubstantiation that has led millions down the road to perdition. 

Jesus performed the needed act of foot washing because no one else did it. It was a beautiful act of humility and service. 

When he was through and he said "you ought to was each other's feet" he was saying "as my follower serve each other in humility." 

I don't believe there is further mention of this in the NT. 
-------------------------

TMK, there is not further mention of it in the NT for good reason. In the Middle East, they have communicated truths for 
many millenia through stories, allegories, metaphors and symbolism. The people of this culture understand that a deepe
r meaning is being communicated and that is why we do not see the Apostles practicing foot washing. They grasped the 
meaning behind what Jesus was acting out. Jesus often acted out for His disciples a spiritual lesson, not intending for Hi
s act to become a ritual. The Western, Aristotelian trained thought process doesn't often grasp this technique and theref
ore trips themselves up thinking the act, or story should be ritualized. 

Jesus often demonstrated through His actions that the the character of the kingdom was
completely opposite to all forms of pride and egocentricity, even the subtle forms of religious and spiritual pride, that we 
often find in Protestantism. 

Jesus acted out His message of how divine love humbly serves others. The Catholic Church has co-opted the actions of
Jesus and then turn around and present a false Jesus. Rather than receiving the true Person of Christ, they have create
d a caricature based on rituals and ordinances and non-Catholics fall into the same trap in many ways. Jesus wants ma
n to receive HIM, not institutionalize His actions or words.  

Jesus said, â€œThe Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serveâ€• (Matt. 20:28),
and was willing to perform the function reserved for the lowest servant, that of washing the guestsâ€™ feet. Jesus knew 
the plot of Judas to betray him (Matt 18:7, Luke 22:22 and John 6:70) but He washed Judas' feet in love fully recognizing
that His Father's objective could not be derailed. It was Peter who had a disconnect with what he was witnessing as his 
mind could not process it. The Messiah functioning as the lowest slave in washing someone's feet. Peter, then engages i
n mock humility (what many do today), refusing to submit to the Lord's washing of the feet. He failed to understand that J
esus was acting out the humiliation of sacrificial serving of others, even those who betray you and hate you. Having a fo
ot washing ceremony for fellow Christians who love you, is very far from what Jesus was teaching. Judas was His betray
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er.

Like Peter, much of religion still fails to understand much of what Jesus taught by His life and actions. It is the attitude of 
Christ that led Him to the cross that is to be perpetuated in us (Phil 2:5) as the living Lord Jesus continues to serve other
s through us. So, Peter's response was to go to the opposite extreme of requesting a complete bath having failed to und
erstand the spiritual lesson of Jesus' comments. Jesus in turn, patiently points out to Peter that the other disciples are cl
ean, physically and spiritually with the exception of one in their midst. And Judas was not clean, because he failed to be 
receptive to the spiritual cleansing that Jesus offered. Which basically means, he failed to receive Christ. 

Re: Foot Washing - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/7/29 10:44
Jesus himself answered the question on Foot Washing.  
John 13:12-"For I have given you an example, that you should do as I have done to you. "

Jesus just gave an example of humility by washing the feet of his disciples.  It is not the action he did that is important, it 
is the example he gave to show his humility. 

I have said this before, in our Church in one of the meetings, a brother noticed that one of the toilets was not cleaned aft
er a child has made a mess of it.  He thought he has to call the person responsible for cleaning it. But by the time he cau
ght hold of someone and took him to the toilet to show the mess the child has created, there was already an elderly man
cleaning it.  He later came to know this elderly man was the main speaker in the Church meeting as well.  This elderly m
an also has the most sermons on this site and his name is Zac Poonen.  So being the teacher in the Church did not prev
ent him from cleaning a toilet mess made by a child. This example is far superior to any foot washing that a church can f
aithfully practice because Jesus told them so. 

Humility is the attitude of heart. 

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 11:16
Amen, Sree. 

The example is the attitude of the heart not the act itself. The act was only the object lesson to reveal the character requi
red of a follower of Jesus, by the Master, Himself.

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 11:42

It seems to me very hard to escape 1 Corinthians 11 towards the Lord's supper, Paul clearly is speaking that the Lord is 
revealing this by the Spirit:

1 Corinthians 11:23-34New International Version (NIV)

23 For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread,
24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, â€œThis is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance o
f me.â€• 25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, â€œThis cup is the new covenant in my blood; do thi
s, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.â€• 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim
the Lordâ€™s death until he comes.

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against 
the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from t
he cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on themselves. 30 
That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discer
ning with regard to ourselves, we would not come under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this wa
y by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world.

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34 Anyone who is hungry shoul
d eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.
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And when I come I will give further directions.

Brenda is right towards the Quakers and Salvation army, for the army it was a gradual choice they made and they used 
many reasons that were pragmatic, and reactionary to the religious environment in England and perhaps at times not as 
Biblical reasons. Here is an article describing their position from the early WarCry periodical of the salvation army:

Why doesn't The Salvation Army hold any communion services?
(from The War Cry, 28 February 1987)
The answer must be a two-part one.
First, it is felt that there are some very real dangers in forms of religion which place heavy dependence on ceremonies a
nd rituals. Meaningful symbols can become meaningless rituals, and have often done so. The Salvation Army places the
emphasis on personal faith and on a spiritual relationship with God which is not dependent on anything external.
Further, Church history shows that disputes about the detailed practice and meaning of such ceremonies have often bee
n a divisive factor between Christians.
The second part of the answer is to point out that the belief of many Christians that the use of the sacrament of communi
on was commanded by Christ as essential for all Christians for all time, can be no more than an assumption.
They interpret certain texts in the light of hindsight: that is, they read back into history their present background of belief 
and practice and assume that Jesus or the Early Church leaders were requiring observance of the ceremony - though it 
may be possible to interpret their words in other senses.
For example, take the sentence in Luke 22:19 (AV), 'This do in remembrance of me', which is thought by many to comm
and what we now know as communion. It could equally well be a suggestion to the Twelve that they should think of Jesu
s whenever they shared the annual Passover meal or had any meal together (for that is what they were doing), in much t
he same way as Christians today remember Jesus whenever they say grace before any meal.
The binding nature of this statement is further brought into question when one studies the background of the sentence. It
does not appear in Matthew or Mark, nor does it appear in some of the oldest manuscripts in Luke (and therefore is left 
out of some modern translations of that gospel). It has been suggested that it comes from elsewhere, eg 1 Corinthians 1
1:24 (to which we shall return). If we look at John's gospel we find that the symbolic act there (John 13:3-17) is feet-was
hing. Why do sacramental Christians not observe this as a binding command, when they do so with the rather less certai
n one about bread and wine?
There is no doubt that Christians in the Early Church did share common meals, but initially they were meals, not ceremo
nies (Acts 2:42-46; 4:32; 20:7, 11, 27:33-38). 1 Corinthians shows, however, that in that one church at least they soon c
eased to be occasions of real sharing (1 Corinthians 11:17-22) .
To give the meal more spiritual meaning and dignity Paul used the traditional teaching about the last supper (11:23-24) t
o steer them away from selfish 'bingeing' and towards real Christian sharing in the spirit of Christ.
It should be noted, however that 15 of the 21 New Testament letters make no mention at all of the ceremony which so m
any Christians now regard as essential to Christian living.
For a time both kinds of meal continued (Sunday morning - communion; evening - common meal). Then gradually the ce
remonial became dominant and more and more ritualistic.
The Army does not hold its position as an article of faith or doctrine, but simply as one of practice. So it does not debar a
nyone who wishes to partake in such a ceremony or prevent anyone who wishes to enter a communion service as a sig
n of fellowship with other Christians.
It also recognises that many sincere Christians find the communion ceremony to be a deeply meaningful aid to worship 
and devotion, and a help towards drawing a Christian community closer together.
Baptism
The Army Founders' attitude to baptism was similar to that of Communion. They saw dangers that the rite could replace 
the reality of entering into a living relationship with Jesus, and so they decided that the Army would not practise adult ba
ptism.
To become a Salvation Army soldier a person must first and foremost acknowledge that they have asked God for forgive
ness for their wrongdoing and that Jesus Christ is their saviour from sin.
Recruits - as those who wish to become Salvation Army soldiers are known - study the Army's doctrines and the principl
es and practice of a Salvationist lifestyle before a swearing-in ceremony takes place, usually in a Sunday meeting. Durin
g this, recruits stand under the Army flag and publicly acknowledge their salvation from sin, state their belief in the Army'
s doctrines and promise to live by the standards laid out in the 'articles of war'. They then sign a copy of these articles of 
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war and a prayer is said asking for God's help in keeping those promises.
While this ceremony is a serious occasion, it is also a very joyful one with the new soldier being warmly greeted by the c
ongregation and by individual fellow-Salvationists.
As with the ceremony of Communion, Salvationists are not forbidden to be baptised in another church if they feel this is r
ight for them as individuals, and the Army has from time to time reconsidered its stance on the sacraments, and continu
es to keep it under review.

from: http://www.waterbeachsalvationarmy.org.uk/what-to-know-more/why-does-the-salvation-army-not-baptise-or-hold-
communion/

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 11:44
What also does not sit right with me is that the Lord's Supper and water baptism were practiced by ALL early church peo
ple, any secular writing such as Joshephsus or the Didache bear witness to this practice.   

I personally have not found an account of a dissenter group in the early Church times that practiced "no baptism" and "n
o Lord's Supper". Would there not be at least 1 small group if this were the truth the Apostles practiced?

Of course I agree that it become more of a ritual by AD 200 that was a way going away from the life of the purpose of th
e symbols.

Re: Foot Washing - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 12:27
In my OP you will see that I did not seek to promote foot washing as some dogmatic ordinance in the church. I do see
baptism and the Lord's Supper as close to essential as one can get without ascribing an undue level of mysterious
(almost occult) power to the ritual itself. 

I do hold to a "symbolic" view of ordinances such as baptism and the Lord's Supper; and I also believe that they are
instructive in the actual practicing of them as well. For example, it isn't baptism itself that has power per se (many are
baptized in water and will still go to hell), but I believe that there is something powerful and real and spiritual that
transpires in the heart when one, seeing the symbolic meaning, yields to the actual practice in a very real and physical
way, and there is a faith working together with physical action that in some way is "perfected" (see James 2:22). 

 

I believe you can get a glimpse of this in Paul's words: "...that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in right
eousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." 

We know it is by grace we are saved, through faith, and that it is not of works...but here Paul almost weds faith and conf
ession as one complete (or "perfect", James 2:22) act of faith - and he clearly makes public confession of Christ mandat
ory for salvation. I see baptism as a time when that confession is often made, and also a way to 'confess' Christ with you
r whole body in perhaps a louder and clearer way than you could with your lips (and identify with Him in His death).

It saddens me that we are so stubbornly extreme with our thinking and set up so many false dichotomies as a result. It is
always "either/or" and never "both/and" - for example, one who takes such hard and fast positions as: "foot washing is to
be seen as symbolic and not to be practiced as to do so would be to make a dead religious ordinance of it and miss the 
spiritual meaning." 

It's: Either "don't practice it and grasp the symbolic meaning" or, "practice it and miss the symbolic meaning." 

Instead of: "It is both symbolic and has practical benefit in the physical observance of it, and we ought not to sacrifice on
e in favor of the other thinking that they are inherently mutually exclusive." 

This, in my estimation, is pride. "I am right and there is no way I can be wrong and I don't need to be taught about humbl
e service by acting out a very humble act of service and there is nothing in the practice of it that I can learn about the spi
ritual meaning of it - I already know what it entails!" 
 
I do understand and agree that to observe (or rather insist on) foot washing and to fail to serve the body of Christ in othe
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r things is to strain at the gnat and swallow the camel, but to refuse the physical as unnecessary and foolish could reveal
pride in the heart that disallows Jesus' spiritual cleansing. 

As is, in my view, the cause of Jesus' warning to Peter: "If I do not wash you, you have no part with me." In other words, 
if you don't: 

1) see yourself as dirty and in dire need of cleansing, and then 

2) realize and admit the fact that you can't wash yourself, and 

3) recognizing your helplessness, to humbly submit to letting the Lord and Teacher stoop down and wash you (a vivid re
minder of your frailty and helplessness and His humility and love, to have such an exalted King stoop so low to do such 
a lowly thing says He was the only one who could and we are a mess and helpless),

Then you "have no part" with Jesus. You are lost, unregenerate and yet unclean - having never been born again and "w
ashed with the water of regeneration."

But there are things that we learn by experience and the act of washing the feet of my often stubborn and rebellious step
-daughter taught me in an ever more intimate and deep way what it means to serve her and wash her as a servant and 
not to merely lord over her as a king and demand obedience and honor. 

I see Paul yearning for this experiential knowledge of the Truth when he cried: "..that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;" Paul wanted to know Jesus in a mor
e intimate way, and understood that to experience the same things He experienced would help him do this. He could ide
ntify with Jesus having suffered rejection by those He loved because he had endured the same, he and John could ident
ify with Jesus being betrayed by a trusted friend because they evidently or likely were too, he could identify with loving G
od to the last breath because he too (as history/tradition reports) laid down his life for his friends: God and the church. 

I also see this in Jesus himself when I see Him being baptized by John. Surely baptism doesn't do anything spiritual for 
us, in itself. The action of being submersed in water doesn't hold any mystical/spiritual powers, per se. 

And even if it did (and it doesn't) - Jesus was sinless and was lacking nothing and it would seem unnecessary for Him to 
be baptized...surely He didn't need to learn from it...and others may get the idea that He was a sinner and needed clean
sing and renewal if he allowed John to baptize Him, no? John's baptism was a baptism of repentance, after all...did Jesu
s need repentance? What are people going to think?! Oh no! 

But that's just the thing...in allowing (insisting on) John to baptize Him he was identifying with us dirty humans and being 
identified with us that aspect of our humanness: our need of repentance and cleansing. I'm sure it was a humbling experi
ence for one who never sinned in His life to publicly practice a ritual that expresses repentance and washing - pride and 
self glorying would never permit this! Thank God Jesus was devoid of pride and self-glorying! 

The "ritual" itself didn't have any special mystical power, but there is no better way to achieve the objective than to practi
ce it publicly.

Do you, Juluis21 and Brenda7, really "stand here" in this forum and claim that there is nothing that you can learn about b
roken and humble selfless service to your brothers and sisters? Do you assert that you are absolutely sure that there is 
nothing you are missing? And if not (which I hope and trust that neither of you are so blind as to publicly assert such non
sense, even if in your heart you secretly believe it - as I admit I have and likely do): can you say with confidence that ther
e is absolutely nothing that washing the feet of your brothers or sisters could do to teach you anything about humility or s
ervice? Especially the feet of those that have wronged you or misjudged you or rejected you or betrayed you? I hope yo
u will truly take this to heart and ponder these things. 

Even if you have done it before and it was empty and devoid of meaning, could that be because your heard was hard an
d empty of love and devoid of humility (in this area, at least)? I know that the Israelites practiced the religion God had or
dained and gave them Himself and apparently to many it was just that: empty and devoid of any meaning and left the he
art cold. Was that the fault of God or His religion? I say not. 

I encourage you all (especially Julius and Brenda) to consider that there doesn't need to be such a dichotomy and false i
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dea that to practice the 'ritual' makes it necessarily dead and meaningless and the spiritual/symbolic meaning is lost. I w
ould encourage you to consider that there is some essential spiritual truth that God can convey to your heart and spirit in
the practice of an ordinance mixed with faith and humility and love. 

I would reckon to say that those who so readily mock and/or denigrate the practice of a ritual that others have been truly 
and deeply blessed in observing and also assume that those who assert that there is benefit in the 'ritual' are 'missing th
e point' - are very deficient and ignorant of the depth and reality and practice of the humble love that Jesus was teaching
in washing His disciples feet; and the fact that they so publicly and boisterously come against it so quickly reveals that th
ey are ignorant of just how deficient they are and are revealing themselves to be; and would likely benefit the most by all
owing those that they oppose to wash their feet. 

Re:  - posted by Sree (), on: 2016/7/29 12:44
I always thought Salvation Army did not practice breaking of Bread because the vine that they tasted tempted many of th
e fellow soldiers to go back to their old drinking habits again.  Hence inorder to prevent such temptations, they considere
d it better not to break bread or have communion. 

Re: Pride - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 12:54
Perhaps those that are so offended by foot washing are the ones who don't see themselves in dire need of the other me
mbers of the body and the cleansing effect of 'the edifying of itself in love'? 

Perhaps some think, perhaps like Peter may have felt: "This is unnecessary, there is no desperate need for it nor any be
nefit in carrying out such an embarrassing and humbling exercise, we can do without it."

And perhaps, like Peter, they are the ones who are most in need of the humility that submitting to such a ritual may just 
administer to them. 

Blessings, my beloved brethren. Let us love one another in all humility (which I know I often fail miserably at,  and at tim
es even spectacularly) and consider humbly following the Lord's example and identifying with Him in this blessed means
of grace. 

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 12:55
George Fox on The two Suppers:

http://christianquaker.net/index.php/art-vs/7-a-distinction-between-the-two-suppers-of-christ

"And here you may see now, that Christ called his followers to this marriage supper, after he was risen and ascended int
o heaven, at the right hand of God; and is not this the last supper that Christ called his people to, after he was ascended
, namely, the marriage supper of the lamb; yes, such that had taken the elements of bread and wine with Christ at his la
st supper, the same night that he was betrayed, before he was crucified, in remembrance of his death until he had come
. And John, who was one that took it in remembrance of his death until he came, said, in 1 John 5:20, after Christ was ri
sen and ascended, â€˜We know that the son of God is come, and has given us an understanding, that we may know hi
m that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in his son Jesus Christ, (mark, in him), and this is the true God, and et
ernal life.â€™ And this John spoken after Christ had risen and ascended. He that has an ear to hear, let him hear."

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 12:59

Quote:
-------------------------
I always thought Salvation Army did not practice breaking of Bread because the vine that they tasted tempted many of the fellow soldiers to go back to
their old drinking habits again. Hence inorder to prevent such temptations, they considered it better not to break bread or have communion.
-------------------------

Yes brother, this was one of the major reasons why they did this. Other holiness groups used grape juice, the Welch Gra
pe Juice company was actually founded by a holiness methodist preacher for juice that stores long for communion!
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Re: , on: 2016/7/29 13:06

Quote:
-------------------------Greg wrote:What also does not sit right with me is that the Lord's Supper and water baptism were practiced by ALL early church pe
ople, any secular writing such as Joshephsus or the Didache bear witness to this practice.

I personally have not found an account of a dissenter group in the early Church times that practiced "no baptism" and "no Lord's Supper". Would there 
not be at least 1 small group if this were the truth the Apostles practiced?
-------------------------

I agree that the practise continued but there is no evidence that it was all of the people in each church that practised the 
two sacraments. It would have been available in all churches but only the enlightened and Spirit baptised would not part
ake which has always been in lower figures.

I believe that the Celtic believers in the 4th and 5th C were not partakers but have no evidence as such and their beliefs 
and practices were not the usual ones. 

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 13:12
1 Cor 11:

23 For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, that the Lord Jesus the same night in which he w
as betrayed took bread:

24 And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in re
membrance of me.

25 After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, this cup is the new testament in my blood:
this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me.

26 For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till he come.

27 Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the body and bl
ood of the Lord.

28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

29 For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body.

30 For this cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep.

31 For if we would judge ourselves, we should not be judged.

32 But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we should not be condemned with the world.

33 Wherefore, my brethren, when ye come together to eat, tarry one for another.

Greg what do you understand as 'eating unworthily' and 'not discerning the body'?
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Re: pride, on: 2016/7/29 13:18
Making a public show of how humble we are is ....... pride

Re: Eating Unworthily  - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 13:22

Quote:
-------------------------Greg what do you understand as 'eating unworthily' and 'not discerning the body'?
-------------------------

I know you asked Greg and not me, but as this is a public forum (and a thread that I started on foot washing that is being
sidetracked), I will endeavor to answer your question: 

I believe the "eating unworthily" and "not discerning the Lord's body" is clearly explained in the immediate context: 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

But in giving this instruction, I do not praise you, because you come together not for the better but for the worse. For, in t
he first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that divisions exist among you; and in part I believe it. For the
re must also be factions among you, so that those who are approved may become evident among you. 

Therefore when you meet together, it is not to eat the Lordâ€™s Supper, for in your eating each one takes his own supp
er first; and one is hungry and another is drunk. What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink? Or do you des
pise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? In this I will not 
praise you.

~ 1 Corinthians 11:17-22

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

I believe that clears up what he means in the following verses. 

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/7/29 13:22
There is a spiritual reality behind everything we do. That doesn't dispense with the doing. That would be actually quite a 
Gnostic proposition.  

Words are symbols of deeper realities, yet we speak the gospel in words  because by it men are saved.  

Communion is symbolic, but the reality we are commanded to observe and remind ourselves by it is one that needs the 
symbol to internalize it.  I am just sort of flabbergasted at any suggestion to the contrary.  Wow.

Foot washing.  I am not saying it is an ordinance.  But, Jesus said do it.  He said to baptize and be baptized.  Now, some
of us may look for ways to dismiss the need of baptism, but you are on your own if you do.  The NT is clear.  I don't see 
how the greater lesson of washing the saints' feet replaces the act when the act serves the lesson. If Jesus thought His 
disciples capable of holding these realities and serving them sufficiently without His commands and without the symbols,
He would not have commanded them to be done.

We can spiritualize all we want, and that is good, but it does not in any way abate the command of Jesus.
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Re: Making a public show - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 13:30

Quote:
-------------------------Making a public show of how humble we are is ....... pride
-------------------------

Are you insinuating that I am promoting "making a public show of how humble we are"? 

Have you read the prior posts? Specifically mine? How do you conclude that I am promoting "making a public show of h
umility" in any way? I clearly said that the act of foot washing and having one's feet washed has a humbling effect, not th
at it was a demonstration of our great humility. 

It is not wise to make a snap judgement of a brother or sister and/or their position based on how a thing appears on the 
surface, but instead we are instructed by Jesus to "judge with righteous judgement." 

Maybe you could thoughtfully read what I have written and consider that I may see something that you are missing and 
not just relegate the whole matter to a "public show" and "pride" and consider that you may be misunderstanding us..

Was Jesus "making a public show" of His humility? 

Well, if He can do it in a sincere and instructive and humble way, can others (by His Spirit, of course)? 

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 13:32
Brenda says: "It (communion elements) would have been available in all churches but only the enlightened and Spirit ba
ptised would not partake which has always been in lower figures."

That is simply fiction as it cannot be proven..........and then many of us must be un-enlightened and not Spirit baptized.

Brenda, I really do not know what to say without being offensive, so I will say no more, except, Paul wrote exactly what 
was revealed to him and what he expected to be practiced in all the churches.

In Him,

William

Re: Re-posting - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 13:34
I am pasting my previous comment below, and I hope this is not pride - I simply poured out my heart on the issue and
believe there is benefit to be taken from reading it and don't want any help that the Lord may have for us in it to be lost
by it's being buried so quickly. Please forgive me if this is self-indulgent or otherwise wrong. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

In my OP you will see that I did not seek to promote foot washing as some dogmatic ordinance in the church. I do see
baptism and the Lord's Supper as close to essential as one can get without ascribing an undue level of mysterious
(almost occult) power to the ritual itself. 

I do hold to a "symbolic" view of ordinances such as baptism and the Lord's Supper; and I also believe that they are
instructive in the actual practicing of them as well. For example, it isn't baptism itself that has power per se (many are
baptized in water and will still go to hell), but I believe that there is something powerful and real and spiritual that
transpires in the heart when one, seeing the symbolic meaning, yields to the actual practice in a very real and physical
way, and there is a faith working together with physical action that in some way is "perfected" (see James 2:22). 

 

I believe you can get a glimpse of this in Paul's words: "...that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe 
in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved; for with the heart a person believes, resulting in right
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eousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation." 

We know it is by grace we are saved, through faith, and that it is not of works...but here Paul almost weds faith and conf
ession as one complete (or "perfect", James 2:22) act of faith - and he clearly makes public confession of Christ mandat
ory for salvation. I see baptism as a time when that confession is often made, and also a way to 'confess' Christ with you
r whole body in perhaps a louder and clearer way than you could with your lips (and identify with Him in His death).

It saddens me that we are so stubbornly extreme with our thinking and set up so many false dichotomies as a result. It is
always "either/or" and never "both/and" - for example, one who takes such hard and fast positions as: "foot washing is to
be seen as symbolic and not to be practiced and to do so would be to make a dead religious ordinance of it and miss the
spiritual meaning." 

It's: Either "don't practice it and grasp the symbolic meaning" or, "practice it and miss the symbolic meaning." 

Instead of: "It is both symbolic and has practical benefit in the physical observance of it, and we ought not to sacrifice on
e in favor of the other thinking that they are inherently mutually exclusive." 

This, in my estimation, is pride. "I am right and there is no way I can be wrong and I don't need to be taught about humbl
e service by acting out a very humble act of service and there is nothing in the practice of it that I can learn about the spi
ritual meaning of it - I already know what it entails!" 

I do understand and agree that to observe (or rather insist on) foot washing and to fail to serve the body of Christ in othe
r things is to strain at the gnat and swallow the camel, but to refuse the physical as unnecessary and foolish could reveal
pride in the heart that disallows Jesus' spiritual cleansing. 

As is, in my view, the cause of Jesus' warning to Peter: "If I do not wash you, you have no part with me." In other words, 
if you don't: 

1) see yourself as dirty and in dire need of cleansing, and then 

2) realize and admit the fact that you can't wash yourself, and 

3) recognizing your helplessness, to humbly submit to letting the Lord and Teacher stoop down and wash you (a vivid re
minder of your frailty and helplessness and His humility and love, to have such an exalted King stoop so low to do such 
a lowly thing says He was the only one who could and we are a mess and helpless),

Then you "have no part" with Jesus. You are lost, unregenerate and yet unclean - having never been born again and "w
ashed with the water of regeneration."

But there are things that we learn by experience; and the act of washing the feet of my often stubborn and rebellious ste
p-daughter taught me in an ever more intimate and deep way what it means to serve her and wash her as a servant and
not to merely lord over her as a king and demand obedience and honor. 

I see Paul yearning for this experiential knowledge of the Truth when he cried: "..that I may know Him and the power of 
His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death;" Paul wanted to know Jesus in a mor
e intimate way, and understood that to experience the same things He experienced would help him do this. He could ide
ntify with Jesus having suffered rejection by those He loved because he had endured the same, he and John could ident
ify with Jesus being betrayed by a trusted friend because they evidently or likely were too, he could identify with loving G
od to the last breath because he too (as history/tradition reports) laid down his life for his friends: God and the church. 

I also see this in Jesus himself when I see Him being baptized by John. Surely baptism doesn't do anything spiritual for 
us, in itself. The action of being submersed in water doesn't hold any mystical/spiritual powers, per se. 

And even if it did (and it doesn't) - Jesus was sinless and was lacking nothing and it would seem unnecessary for Him to 
be baptized...surely He didn't need to learn from it...and others may get the idea that He was a sinner and needed clean
sing and renewal if he allowed John to baptize Him, no? John's baptism was a baptism of repentance, after all...did Jesu
s need repentance? What are people going to think?! Oh no! 
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But that's just the thing...in allowing (insisting on) John to baptize Him he was identifying with us dirty humans and being 
identified with us in that aspect of our humanness: our need of repentance and cleansing. I'm sure it was a humbling exp
erience for one who never sinned in His life to publicly practice a ritual that expresses repentance and washing - pride a
nd self glorying would never permit this! Thank God Jesus was devoid of pride and self-glorying! 

The "ritual" itself didn't have any special mystical power, but there is no better way to achieve the objective than to practi
ce it publicly.

Do you, Juluis21 and Brenda7, really "stand here" in this forum and claim that there is nothing that you can learn about b
roken and humble selfless service to your brothers and sisters? Do you assert that you are absolutely sure that there is 
nothing you are missing? And if not (which I hope and trust that neither of you are so blind as to publicly assert such non
sense, even if in your heart you secretly believe it - as I admit I have and likely do): can you say with confidence that ther
e is absolutely nothing that washing the feet of your brothers or sisters could do to teach you anything about humility or s
ervice? Especially the feet of those that have wronged you or misjudged you or rejected you or betrayed you? I hope yo
u will truly take this to heart and ponder these things. 

Even if you have done it before and it was empty and devoid of meaning, could that be because your heard was hard an
d empty of love and devoid of humility (in this area, at least)? I know that the Israelites practiced the religion God had or
dained and gave them Himself and apparently to many it was just that: empty and devoid of any meaning and left the he
art cold. Was that the fault of God or His religion? I say not. 

I encourage you all (especially Julius and Brenda) to consider that there doesn't need to be such a dichotomy and false i
dea that to practice the 'ritual' makes it necessarily dead and meaningless and the spiritual/symbolic meaning is lost. I w
ould encourage you to consider that there is some essential spiritual truth that God can convey to your heart and spirit in
the practice of an ordinance mixed with faith and humility and love. 

I would reckon to say that those who so readily mock and/or denigrate the practice of a ritual that others have been truly 
and deeply blessed in observing and also assume that those who assert that there is benefit in the 'ritual' are 'missing th
e point' - are very deficient and ignorant of the depth and reality and practice of the humble love that Jesus was teaching
in washing His disciples feet; and the fact that they so publicly and boisterously come against it so quickly reveals that th
ey are ignorant of just how deficient they are and are revealing themselves to be; and would likely benefit the most by all
owing those that they oppose to wash their feet.

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 13:38
Good points Tim. Agreed. I can also say Wow! and not in a good way...

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 13:42
Forrest, my comment was concerning the Idea of public footwashing.

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 13:45
William 

Quote:
------------------------- Paul wrote exactly what was revealed to him and what he expected to be practiced in all the churches.
-------------------------

No he was only repeating what Jesus had said in order to declare that "ye do shew the Lord's death till he come".

He goes on to show that they were using the supper in the wrong way and were sick and weak because they were abusi
ng the reason for it - to show forth the death of Christ. Christ is no longer dead - He is alive in those who are His.
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Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 13:45
Forrest,

I, for one, appreciated your post and thought it very encouraging and edifying.

Keep pressing in, brother!

William

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 13:49
Brenda,

This is real spiritual gymnastics that Mr Fox indulged in here.

Clearly he was not allowing plain scripture to guide him, but his own interpretation.

So important we allow scripture to be our measure, not the so called revelations of men, no matter how famous or infam
ous they were.

In Him,

William

Re: Foot Washing: Public Display? - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 13:49

Quote:
-------------------------by Tozsu on 2016/7/29 10:42:47

Forrest, my comment was concerning the Idea of public footwashing.
-------------------------

That's what I understood it to be in reference to. 

Have you read my initial and subsequent posts regarding it (as well as those of others who shared heart-felt and touchin
g testimonies of having been blessing in it)? 

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/29 13:54
Brenda,

Jesus Christ is eternally the Lamb Who was slain

Even in Revelation they worship Him and remember Him as the Lamb Who was slain.

He lives in us because He died for us....why can these two truths not live side by side forever?

In Him

William
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Re: , on: 2016/7/29 13:58

Quote:
-------------------------by dolfan on 2016/7/29 13:22:40

There is a spiritual reality behind everything we do. That doesn't dispense with the doing. hat would be actually quite a Gnostic proposition. 
-------------------------

Of course not! Because an object lesson in humility is not to only be duplicated by the same action, but disseminated in 
our heart and manifested throughout our lives in MANY actions of humility. Gnosticism would be to sit back and philosop
hize about humility and engage in ceremonial foot washing daily with other gnostic brothers so that everyone "feels" hum
ble. 

Quote:
-------------------------Words are symbols of deeper realities, yet we speak the gospel in words because by it men are saved.
-------------------------

Not just words but actions are also symbolic of deeper realities and not to just be duplicated or set in rituals. The Lord's 
action to wash the feet of Judas, was an object lesson in humility towards those who have ill will towards you and wish y
ou harm. Yet, we have institutionalized the object lesson amongst those who we love and love us. Where is the humility 
of serving those who hate us? 

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 14:10
My point was that when we do good to others we should do it in secret so our heavenly Father can see it. We shouldn't d
o it so other people can see it, and praise us for it.

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/7/29 15:31

Quote:
-------------------------
by Julius21 on 2016/7/29 12:58:11

Quote:
-------------------------by dolfan on 2016/7/29 13:22:40

There is a spiritual reality behind everything we do. That doesn't dispense with the doing. hat would be actually quite a Gnostic proposition. 
-------------------------

Of course not! Because an object lesson in humility is not to only be duplicated by the same action, but disseminated in our heart and manifested throu
ghout our lives in MANY actions of humility. Gnosticism would be to sit back and philosophize about humility and engage in ceremonial foot washing d
aily with other gnostic brothers so that everyone "feels" humble. 

Quote:
-------------------------Words are symbols of deeper realities, yet we speak the gospel in words because by it men are saved.
-------------------------

Not just words but actions are also symbolic of deeper realities and not to just be duplicated or set in rituals. The Lord's action to wash the feet of Juda
s, was an object lesson in humility towards those who have ill will towards you and wish you harm. Yet, we have institutionalized the object lesson amo
ngst those who we love and love us. Where is the humility of serving those who hate us?

-------------------------

Gnosticism would say the act is irrelevant because the materiality of the flesh involved in the act is evil and because the 
deeper spiritual truth is all that matters.   To dispense with the symbol that Jesus commanded us to do in favor of the spi
ritual truth at which the symbol aims is a gnostic style of thought.  The truth Himself said to do it. Not to select acts of ser

Page 22/31



General Topics :: Foot Washing

vice that we would substitute for it, but to do it in the assembly of believers. It is a unifying act of submissive love in the a
ssembly and is part of life in fellowship. Cleaning toilets may be loving. Cutting lawns. Fixing leaky faucets. All commend
able and not to be minimized.  None of those are washing feet in the assembly and are not substitutes, nor was foot was
hing aiming at such acts.  It is easy to say that foot washing is an object lesson merely, but Jesus coupled it with a com
mand to His disciples to do it.  

No one suggests that these things be made into mere rituals that substitute for the reality.  That argument has not been 
made here. To reduce foot washing to an object lesson on interpersonal relations strikes me as fully outside of the Script
ure and ignores the context in which Jesus made the command. If acts of humble submission generally were the aim, Je
sus could have added a reminder of Mary's ointment on His feet.  In fact, He had already done so, making the mention o
f her act a memorial forever.  But, He said to the disciples to wash each other BECAUSE He had washed them.  This wa
shing that He commands is for the assembled ekklesia of  disciples, in the setting of communion, which indeed IS the re
ason to assemble at all, to yield to one another AS the gathered church.  

Practically, washing feet is a unifying act. In conjunction with the examination and celebration of communion, the purpos
e of which both shows forth the death of Jesus until He comes and propels us forward in heart and spirit to the promise 
of His coming, washing the saints's feet debases men's agendas and preferences for themselves, brings to immediate m
ind that humble submission Paul urges in Philippians 2 to have the mind toward one another the heart of the very kenosi
s of Jesus so that we empty all of ourselves that we would grasp as worthy to hold onto in favor of the cause of Christ, th
e exaltation of His name, and the equality of our worth to Him (as EVERY knee will bow and EVERY tongue will confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God the Father). 

Now, is it an ordinance. No. I won't make that argument.  Is it a command? Yes.  Is it mere ritual? No.  Is it an act that, w
hen obeyed in the literal sense of the command and in the inner sense of Paul's great observations of Philippians 2, edifi
es the body in a unique way? Better believe it.

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 16:55

Quote:
-------------------------by Tozsu on 2016/7/29 14:10:39

My point was that when we do good to others we should do it in secret so our heavenly Father can see it. We shouldn't do it so other people can see it
, and praise us for it.
-------------------------

So true!

Matthew 23:5
But all their works they do for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge the borders of their gar
ments,

Gal 6:12  As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should 
suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/29 17:38

Quote:
-------------------------It saddens me that we are so stubbornly extreme with our thinking and set up so many false dichotomies as a result. It is always "eit
her/or" and never "both/and" - for example, one who takes such hard and fast positions as: "foot washing is to be seen as symbolic and not to be practi
ced and to do so would be to make a dead religious ordinance of it and miss the spiritual meaning." 

It's: Either "don't practice it and grasp the symbolic meaning" or, "practice it and miss the symbolic meaning." 

Instead of: "It is both symbolic and has practical benefit in the physical observance of it, and we ought not to sacrifice one in favor of the other thinking 
that they are inherently mutually exclusive." 
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This, in my estimation, is pride. "I am right and there is no way I can be wrong and I don't need to be taught about humble service by acting out a very 
humble act of service and there is nothing in the practice of it that I can learn about the spiritual meaning of it - I already know what it entails!" 
-------------------------

Thank you forrest for your meaningful post that really lies the axe to the root of the issue, it truly is not an are of division. 
May we go forth in unity with saints who differ but learn from each other where we can.   We are all deficient in an area if
we humble ourselves we can learn much from brethren.

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 17:47
Well said Forrests & Greg. Pride is such a sneaky thing. Especially when cloaked in a religious spirit & "scripture quoting
" to win an argument (which often/usually involves using scriptures like a sword instead of a balm, especially stretched o
ut of context to "make a point"). And the stance of total "absolutism" on these type things  making it a war of "either/or" d
oesn't necessarily have to be so. Some things are crystal clear. Some not as black and white as we might want to make 
them. Dogmatism one way or the other can be a sneaky form of self-confident pride. The verse that comes to mind at ti
mes is "where there is much speaking, sin is not absent." A verse I need to reconsider from time to time myself too. We 
would likely all do well to consider it's meaning. If we only think of "I know who needs to hear & think about that verse" & 
it is never humbly (before God) like the disciples: "is it me Lord?" Then pride is not absent. 

Re:  - posted by brothagary, on: 2016/7/29 18:19
Heres pauls comand so to speak about woman washing the feet of the saints ,,,,,,strange it mentioned again in the new t
estament ...

â€¦9A widow should be enrolled if she is at least sixty years old, the wife of one man, 10and well known for good deeds 
such as bringing up children, entertaining strangers, washing the feet of the saints, imparting relief to the afflicted, and d
evoting herself to every good work. 

Why not twist these text and explain away clear teachings of paul , to timothey ,if we can do that here ,we may as well d
o it it , for the requirments of an elder and a decon....

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 18:44
That's interesting. I have read that many times and it's never really stood out I guess.

Re: Bro D.Fella, on: 2016/7/29 19:00
my dear brother, 
loved reading your post, it was sweet, edifying.

a rarity.

God love you, neil

Re: Foot Washing - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/7/29 20:50
Several years ago there was a brother of mine who was part of the worship team at my church that was a good friend of 
mine. We talked intimately of our faith and of our struggles and shared a fellowship together that I came to appreciate. It 
came to my attention that my friend had been using our friendship covertly to get info that he could use to gain advantag
e with a member of my family. Without going into unnecessary details, it was a grevious scheme that played out in the w
orst way and carried with it horrible consequences. 
 
 When this came to my attention, I after praying felt compelled to seek the counsel of my discipleship group. They thoug
ht the church leaders should be informed, specifically the music minister who is also a close brother and mentor to me. I 
was taken back at his initial response but later saw the wisdom of it. He inquired of the brother, who lied- denying any im
propriety. So the pastor asked me if I had any definitive proof and if so to please share it with him. It took a while to obtai
n it but I did and shared it as he had requested. He was heartbroken for me and my family but also for our brother who h
ad clearly become decevied. After presenting the evidence and obtaining a confession, my friend was removed from the 
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worship team and tho church discipline was applied there was also a concerted effort to restore my friend to the fellowsh
ip of faith. 

He was reluctant to meet with me, partly from shame and partly from fear as he thought I might do him bodily harm...but 
after a month or so the pastor was able to set a time up for us to meet and put this aside for good.
Now I had been very, very upset with my friend for not only betraying our friendship but also doing what was irreparable 
damage to my family and honestly I did consider hurting him more than once. Tho as the day approached where I had to
meet with him, I sought the Lord and prayed continuously as I didn't want to miss His will in this. And you wanna kno wh
at the Lord told me to do?.... You guessed it- wash his feet!!?

Now I confess this didn't set well with me and the Lord had to work on me to get me there but alas as the day came I ha
d not only a peace but a joy that had been absent for some time. 
My friend and I met in the pastors office and he didn't even want to look at me at first tho as the pastor lead us he came t
o confess and apologize and repented from his actions. After this the pastor asked me if I would like to say anything and
I said no but there is something I must do. That startled my friend and he seemed a bit nervous. But I got up and walked 
down the hall to the cleaning station and grabbed a basin and filled it with water and grabbed a towel and some soap an
d reentered the office and my friend was now very confused. The pastor looked at me with a smile as my friend said wha
t is that for?  I said I'm gonna wash your feet brother so that you know that not only are you forgiven but I love you and y
ou are still my brother in Christ. He loudly and nervously objected tho after the pastor told him that he should allow me th
e honor of doing so, for it was an act of obedience, he began to relent but it still took some time to get him to acquiesce. 
As soon as I untied his shoes, removing his socks and began washing them my friend broke, crying uncontrollably and c
ame to true repentance because he was being loved in spite of his sins. 

Now you can call this pride if you want,... but I call it grace and it was truly amazing:)

 When I reported later to my discipleship group what had happened they too were stunned and the room fell silent... Afte
r a few moments of them looking around at each other, an elder asked aloud, you washed his feet!??? Saying, wow! No
w that had to be Jesus cause no man would do that on his own after what he did,...I mean forgiveness is one thing but w
ash his feet!???

So I learned that if we will "lay ourselves down" and humble ourselves the Lord can use that to bring healing and hope w
here otherwise there is only religious ritual and moral deeds. This is the lesson that I get when I see/read Jesus humblin
g Himself to wash His disciples feet.
 If we are compelled by love and acting in faith then even a cool glass of water....
If we are not,...just a clanging symbol-

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 21:14
Brother JFW,
   Thank you for sharing that story. If someone wants to argue theology for the sake of words & being right, they certainly
are welcome to do so, but honestly, that story spoke more than words. Thanks again for sharing man. 
 God Bless,
                Jeff

Re: , on: 2016/7/29 21:55

Quote:
-------------------------by forrests on 2016/7/29 13:30:59

Was Jesus "making a public show" of His humility? 
-------------------------

Jesus is the Master Teacher and was clearly instructing His disciples and teaching them something about the heart. I did
not think people that performed foot washing were teaching as much as observing the ordinance they mistakenly though
t Jesus was instituting. 
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I have no problem with someone like JFW doing it because the Lord commanded them to. How could I? I just don't agre
e with anyone trying to make it into a "thus saith the Lord" ordinance for all Christians. And we know this has been done 
with other things. 

I'm not taking an either/or stance, just saying it is not an ordinance. Regarding the either/or stance, I do remember a con
versation about headcoverings not too long ago where it was pretty dogmatic in one way, only. No grace for any other vi
ews. 

Re: JFW - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/7/29 22:25
Amen, thank you so much for sharing. What a blessed testimony of Jesus Christ! 

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/7/30 4:10
Beautiful testimony, brother. 

Illustrates the point very well.

In His Love,

Re:  - posted by Theophila (), on: 2016/7/30 6:32
Woah, brother JFW! 
That was awesome! Isn't the Lord good?! 
He sure knows how to brand His own with His peculiar kind of love that's totally foreign to we offspring of Adam. 
Still in awe of Jesus in that testimony.....

And thank you, brother Forrests, for opening up this thread. The Lord bless and keep you. 

Re: , on: 2016/7/30 7:30
Edifying story thanks for sharing. 

Re:  - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/7/30 8:27
I believe footwashing is primarily about humility toward our brothers, and it is true that we can show humility in other way
s as well.  It is about being a servant to our brothers, and we can  be a servant in other ways as well.   It is absolutely tru
e that the issue is the heart of a man and not his outward actions.  It is also true, and it should grieve our hearts, that ma
n has taken the outward action and used it as a cloak to convince those watching that they possess what is actually lacki
ng in their heart.  It is true that there are those who are sadly deceived and have been made to  think that performing the
ritual is somehow substantial.   I have heard all of these sentiments on this thread, and they are all 100% true.  

But, Jesus gave us a command to partake of communion in a particular way.   He gave us a command to observe water 
baptism.  He gave us a command to wash one another's feet  I have to ask, why did Jesus not gird himself and wash Pe
ter's donkey, or why did He not gird himself and clean Matthew's house?   The observance of the symbol is not the subst
ance, I understand that.  But does that mean the observance of the symbol is not important?  Does God not visit us with 
the power of His Holy Spirit when we simply do in obedience to Him?  

In 37 years of following the Lord I would estimate I have been in about five footwashing services, and I have seen amazi
ng things happen in the hearts of the people.  I have seen God do amazing works of healing and reconciliation.  I have s
een God change hearts and knit brethren together in an powerful way.  

I am not sure how many of you have ever taken part in a footwashing.  If you have not, you should.  You see, God often 
works in our lives simply from our obedience.  There is a spiritual reality that accompanies the physical observance that 
we cannot break into until we do what He told us to do.  
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Re: , on: 2016/7/30 9:22
That's good Travis. Well put. Something to think on & pray about there I believe for sure.

Re:  - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/7/30 12:13
Wonderful testimony Travis.

Re: Foot Washing - posted by ginnyrose (), on: 2016/8/9 9:33
I am late in commenting on this issue of feet washing. Actually I did not see the thread until now.

We belong to a fellowship that practices feet washing whenever we have communion that celebrates the sacrificial death
of Jesus and his subsequent resurrection.

All I can say about it is that it is a blessing and provides one a context in which to learn what servant-hood is about. It is t
rue it can become routine and therefore meaningless, but God knew about this beforehand but still gave the command t
o keep it. Consider all the other commands God gave - they can become meaningless if one resorts to obedience to gai
n brownie points with God but this will not negate the original instruction to the Believer.

If one meditates on Jesus' washing of his disciples feet - who he was (the Creator who could with a slight of hand clean 
anyone's feet and be done with it), his purpose/mission - and only then can one learn to appreciate this command - was
h feet. 

God bless...now I have to go help my 89 YO mom who is battling shingles.

Sandra

Re: , on: 2016/8/9 23:25
As I said earlier in the thread, I have never been a part of such outside of my high school coach doing it at an FCA meeti
ng when I wAs like 14-16ish. However, after reading the thread & thinking about it, I felt lead & actually shared the script
ures with my family & washed my wife and all of my kids' feet at home during our family Bible study time. I told them that
it's not some ordinance or some ritual, but that I wanted it to be an outward symbol to them of my heart to love and serve
them as the husband and father in our family. It was pretty powerful & I believe the Lord was in it & blessed it. Especially
with my teenage boys. 

Re: Foot Washing - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/8/10 9:53

Forrest,

I haven't read thru all 8 pages, so if I'm repeating anything, sorry!  Jesus was instructing us to wash each other's feet .... 
literally.  

This is why I believe culture has absolutely nothing to do with it.  If the church wasn't the worst offender for gossiping, lyi
ng, holding grudges and many other things, Jesus would not have had to instruct us to humbly knee before our enemies 
(in some cases), while praying and blessing them.

My two cents!!!  God bless you, 
Lisa
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Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/10 11:17
One of the brothers in our fellowship suggested to me yesterday that we wash one another's feet this Saturday night.  H
e is the one who went to the Gospel Fellowship meeting in Atlanta with me (not that that means anything unless you wer
e there :)  ) .  I had already had the thought a couple of nights before, so we plan (for now, unless the Lord leads us in a
nother direction then) to unite in love this Saturday night in this ancient way that Jesus and the disciples demonstrated.

I share this here only for this purpose: I tell you from experience that this is a holy thing when done for His glory and our 
edification.  I encourage anyone and everyone to find a way to do it.

Humbling Ourselves, on: 2016/8/10 11:43
I've sort of followed this thread with interest. Never had done a foot washing but on Sunday, my sis in law insisted on tak
ing me to do a pedicure. I fought tooth and nail, waste of time, too expensive, don't want anyone to see my ugly feet and
how I don't bother with them much, thoughI am grateful to God for feet. 
Well, I finally gave in, partly because of THIS discussion on foot washing. 
First after apologizing and being embarrassed, a lovely older Asian woman got the job of washing my feet. I have to say 
that as long as I was thinking of me, I was full of pride and rebellion! Then the Lord had me look at her face, she was str
essed too. I asked her where she was from because she had a thick accent. Viet Nam. Then Jesus in me started loving 
on her! Where? When did you come to America? How many children do you have? 
The more I spoke to her, the more she talked and I heard from a woman who works 7 days a week and hadn't had a bre
ak all day, yet and whose son was working in this manicure place to get an education. Who supports relatives in Vietna
m and is at the foot of my massage chair at age 61 and bone tired. 
It was during this time while she was washing my feet that the Lord broke me of selfishness and pride. I listened to her st
ory and I couldn't understand some of it because of her limited English, but I felt nothing but the love of Jesus for that wo
man whose name is Anna. 

We were hugging at the end of that foot washing and pedicure and I told her since I lived near the shop I would come se
e her. 

But, humbling, yes, in so many ways.  Thank you, Lord, for speaking through this washing of feet!!!!!!

Sis L

Re: jeffmar1130's testimony - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/10 12:45
jeffmar1130, 

Thank you so much for sharing this moving testimony, I am encouraged to hear the Lord moved you in this direction and
that you yielded to Him and that your family was blessed in it. Thank you so much for sharing, and may you all be blesse
d through your obedience to the leading of the Spirit. 

I plan to go home and do it with my family again (it has been over a year) before we gather with the saints for worship an
d bible study. 

Thanks again for sharing!

Re: Lysa - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/10 12:49

Quote:
-------------------------by Lysa on 2016/8/10 6:53:53
Forrest,

I haven't read thru all 8 pages, so if I'm repeating anything, sorry! Jesus was instructing us to wash each other's feet .... literally.
-------------------------

I tend to agree. The actual practice of it is very humbling and instructive. I believe it helps us to more fully understand th
e spiritual principle it is conveying and apply it in our lives. 
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Thanks for sharing sister, 

May the grace and power of the Lord Jesus be upon you mightily as you walk ever closer to Him! 

Re: dolfan - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/10 12:54

Quote:
-------------------------by dolfan on 2016/8/10 8:17:13

One of the brothers in our fellowship suggested to me yesterday that we wash one another's feet this Saturday night. He is the one who went to the G
ospel Fellowship meeting in Atlanta with me (not that that means anything unless you were there :) ) . I had already had the thought a couple of nights 
before, so we plan (for now, unless the Lord leads us in another direction then) to unite in love this Saturday night in this ancient way that Jesus and th
e disciples demonstrated.
-------------------------

Amen! Thanks for sharing, brother. It is encouraging to hear that the Lord is also leading you and the other brother to ob
serve this practice in a sincere desire to honor Him and be instructed and edified by it. 

Quote:
-------------------------I share this here only for this purpose: I tell you from experience that this is a holy thing when done for His glory and our edification. 
I encourage anyone and everyone to find a way to do it.
-------------------------

Amen, amen! I agree and do feel that this is the burden of the Lord for us right now...to practice foot washing in the natur
al as a memorial to the the spiritual necessity of such a mind and spirit to be working in us toward the brothers and sister
s. 

Thanks again for the encouraging report - I look forward to hearing about it after it happens (Lord willing). 

Re: Humbling Ourselves - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/10 12:57
lesyoung, 

Thank you for sharing this testimony as well. This is the type of humble service the Lord is after in us toward one anothe
r. What a picture of humility and devotion and service. Thank you so much for sharing! 

Re: Comnand Ordinance or Suprene Example , on: 2016/8/10 13:31
John 13:13-17

You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you 
also ought to wash one anotherâ€™s feet.  For I gave you an "example" that you also should do as I did to you.  Truly, tr
uly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them.

Brothers and sisters I see Jesus is giving us more an example rather than a New Covenant command.  By His example 
of washing the disciples he is exemplifying Mark 10:45,

... For even the Son of Man, did not come to be served, but the serve, and to give his life a ransom for many...

It seems that Jesus is showing us how to live the crucified life and giving us an attitude of serving one another.

Simply my thoughts.
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Re: Example of Eric Liddel , on: 2016/8/10 13:36
Brother Todd posted this on my thread about Eric Liddel.

-------------------

One of the most sobering stories I heard about him is that while he was improsoned the latrines would often fill up and o
verflow and he would take it upon himself to mop and clean them out. 

THAT is washing your brothers' feet.

-------------------

I would agree with  my brother, Todd.  That is certainly serving your brother by washing his feet.  That certainly has to be
the most humiliating acts of service is to go out and clean out a stinky latrine.  

But then I wonder if this dear brother had incredible experiences with the Lord Jesus Christ while mopping up those stink
ing toilets. If so the sweet fragrance with Jesus must have been sweeter than even the stench of the latrines.

Again simply my thoughts and reflections.

Re: I missed an opportunity......., on: 2016/8/10 14:05
.
As I shared about Eric Liddell I realized I missed an opportunity to serve.  When I was in college I worked in a little Bible 
camp in upstate New York.  One summer I was put on the crew to clean out the camp toilets. This was a camp that had 
primitive toilet facilities. Perhaps a bit nicer than what our brother Eric Middell had to clean out. These were akin to what 
we would call out houses in Arkansas.

None the less the bathrooms had to be cleaned out for the guests that were staying there. Much like what our sister Lesl
ie shared I was complaining and moaning and groaning. I now regret that I missed the opportunity to serve as our Lord 
would have served. I missed the opportunity to wash my brothers and sisters feet by cleaning out the outhouses.

Maybe yet God may give me the opportunity to serve Him again in such a capacity in the not-too-distant future.

But let us not miss out on opportunities to serve our brothers and sisters. Even if the task itself is not glorious. If we do it 
as unto Christ. Then we will have the glory of Heaven around us.

Again simply my thoughts and reflections.

Re:  - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/10 14:52
Liddell's example is one of love and humility and Christ-likeness.  Jewels await this brother's crown.  What a real-life exa
mple of our Lord.

Please don't understand my encouragements of foot-washing as arguing that it is an "ordinance", per se.  I simply urge u
s to the text itself and to the heart of Jesus in it.  

With that, I offer this note. Patristic era practice varied a great deal from one area to the next and one time to the next.  Y
et, it was an actual practice in the early church and not merely taken to symbolize other acts of humble, loving service.  
One writer says this: "Foot washing was considered to be a task for slaves, who were at the bottom of the hierarchy, and
it was unheard of for social superiors to wash the feet of social inferiors. So the tradition of mutual footwashing among th
e early Christians was profoundly counter-cultural. In their dealings with the outside world, Christians were often obliged 
to follow the social conventions of the day (e.g. Col 3:22). But within their own communities, Christians participated in a 
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new world order, the Kingdom of God. In that Kingdom all are of equal worth in God's sight (Gal. 3:28) and mutual servic
e is customary." 

Take into account all that the NT teaches about hierarchies and "orders of rank" among Christians.  Some actually believ
e that the reference to the Nicolaitans in Revelation ("whose deeds I hate", said Jesus) was to rank and hierarchy amon
g believers.  None of us are above our Teacher, and He abased Himself to become servant of all His brethren.  That's w
hat I want for me. And for you.  That means that --- yes --- we humbly serve.  Otherwise, even washing feet would be as 
meaningless as a baptism without a conversion.  History records that the apostolic and patristic church literally washed f
eet in the manner of Jesus for the purposes for which Jesus washed them in John 13.  Testimonies now reflect the powe
rful, uniting effect of it.  Brothers and sisters, I ask you to consider what time in the history of the church of Christ is more
sorely affected by division, agendas, betrayals and apostasy than today?  In the time where the gospel is truly more glob
al than ever, with something north of 90% of all languages having some of the Scriptures translated to them, what disuni
ty is there among us around the Earth when you consider the far flung corners to which the gospel of Jesus is spread?  
How simply can we then abase ourselves to one another, particularly our assemblies, by this one act of lovingly washing
one another's feet?  

Re: Amen Tim  - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/10 20:57
Well said, brother. I like how you pointed out the division and disunity prevalent among Christians today. Seems to me a 
lot of this could be remedied (on the local level) by some real foot washing. 

I understand the washing latrines thing - I get it. But I am growing weary of the suggestion of another false dichotomy. It i
s not my observation that those advocating for the washing of feet in the assembly are arguing that these other things ar
e irrelevant or ignoring them. Literal washing of feet and other acts of selfless, humble service are not mutually exclusive
. I don't feel that anyone is even implying that (except perhaps the "foot washing is largely meaningless" crowd). 

There is one thing I notice about almost every other example of humble service that has been presented: they are by an
d large solitary chores and rather impersonal. Foot washing is humbling and intimate/unifying. It is a statement to one an
other and a lesson from God to our hearts... 

And it kind of bothers me that some are still so vocal with their skepticism concerning it when more than a few brothers h
ave shared moving testimonies regarding it and have bore witness that they felt led of the Lord to do it...

Grace and peace to all those who love the Lord Jesus in sincerity. 
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