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 For the Master's Use
But he knoweth the way that I take:when He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.
Job 23:10
There is a purpose behind every trial. There is a reason for every difficulty we face. The Lord uses the temptations and s
truggles of life to make men and women of God fit for the Masterâ€™s use.

Robert Murray McCheyne spent most of his life suffering from physical ailments that eventually took his life. He always r
eferred to afflictions as sent from God to make him more like Jesus.

â€œWhen He hath tried me, I shall come forth as gold.â€• This is precious comfort. There will be an end of your afflictio
n. Christians must have â€œgreat tribulationâ€• but they do come out of it. We must carry the cross; but only for a mom
entâ€”then comes the crown. There is a set time for putting into the furnace, and a set time for taking out of the furnace. 
There is a time for pruning the branches of the vine, and there is a time when the husbandman lays aside the pruning ho
ok. Let us wait His time; Godâ€™s time is the best time. 

But shall we come out the same as we went in? Ah! No, â€œwe shall come out like gold.â€• It is this that sweetens the 
bitterest cup; this brings a rainbow of promise over the darkest cloud. Affliction will certainly purify a believer. Oh that all t
he dross may be left behind in the furnace!

McCheyne indeed came forth as gold. Be encouraged by his words here, and press on in the hope that the dross be left 
behind and that you, too, shall emerge fit for the Masterâ€™s use.
 
1 Samuel 12; Romans 10
Jeremiah 49; Psalms 26-27
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