Scriptures and Doctrine :: The Pretrib Rapture???

The Pretrib Rapture???, on: 2016/8/23 12:49
.
Is this pretrib rapture scriptural? Can the idea of a pre-trib rapture before the 7 year tribulation be supported out of the N
ew Testament?
Not trying to be argumentative here. But I thought since we were discussing the mark of the beast may be we might get
some discussion to the idea of a pre-tribulation rapture.
There are many Bible teachers of prophecy that are really adamant that this is a cardinal doctrine that one must believe i
n. Some have even questioned whether one is saved or not if they do not hold to the pre-tribulation rapture.
A noted Bible teacher that I kisten to out of Hawaii has said that this is an attack on the doctrine of imminenece. I'm supp
osing he means the imminent return of Jesus.
Personally I do not hold to the view of a pre-trip rapture of the church before the 7 year tribulation. For the simple fact I d
on't see it taught in the New Testament.
But for those in the forum that may hold to such a position. I would love to see the scriptures and go back and reevaluat
e my position. Personally I like the idea of being taken out of here before the real persecution starts. But then that is my
fleshly side speaking.
My understanding is that many of our persecuted brethren in restricted nations do not hold to this pretrib view. They wou
ld even argue that they are in the tribulation. Particularly those in North Korea. No doubt they would probably regard the
present ruler of North Korea as their Antichrist.
Anyway would like to hear from the forum. Is the pre-trib rapture taught in the New Testament?
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/8/23 13:28
My mere opinion is that it is not taught in the new Testament. I believe Jesus in the book of Matthew taught clearly that
He will not return until AFTER the tribulation, great or otherwise!!
God bless
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/23 13:45
Bear, you know my heart and mind on it. We've talked about it off the forum albeit briefly. I do not believe the Bible teac
hes a pre-trib rapture. I do believe the Bible teaches a post-trib "harpazo"/rapture after the end of the 70th week of Dani
el (still future) at the same time of the resurrection of the dead in Christ.
I also respectfully believe that the pre-trib school of thought is a very late innovation by well-meaning believers and that
while well-intended it is pernicious in its effect. I am now -- and have been for a couple of months now -- actively pursuin
g personal study on the matter as I am convinced that the Spirit of the Lord has instructed me to do so. It is a matter of
pastoral urgency for the whole body in the Western world, particularly America.
It is my deeply held conviction that pre-trib rapture teaching is perhaps one of the grossest forms of error that we encoun
ter. I am not optimistic that sound teaching of the post-trib doctrine and even prayer that would otherwise avail much will
actually make much difference in the sweep of pre-trib belief in this nation because the doctrine perfectly fits the Americ
an/capitalist/materialist narrative and is thereby part of the deception of the last days. If there's anything 240 years has t
aught us here is that we don't easily give up anything that serves ourselves.
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Re: , on: 2016/8/23 14:00
Bear/Blaine
Haven't you red my version of the Bible, the RTNV? (Replacement Theological Nonsense Version)
jesus already returned in 70 AD and we were all raptured by then. Even those of us who were not born yet. So your que
stion is redundant. Right now we are in the invisible kingdom age with jesus reigning invisibly on his
invisible throne from the invisible Jerusalem having been invisibly raptured ..... er strike that part about Jerusalem please
.
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/23 14:20
There is a brother with great teaching on this topic (he is not "pre-trib") named Joe Schimmel. I recommend his video "L
eft Behind or Led Astray: Examining the Origins of the Secret Pre-Tribulation Theory."
http://www.leftbehindorledastray.com/
I was a "pre-tribber" before hearing Joe Schimmel teach on the subject and watching the video...I'm not anymore.
Church of Rome: Origination of Pre-Trib Rapture, on: 2016/8/23 14:36
And here is a complete work on the origination of the Pre-Trib Rapture. (goes back to yes, guess who, the RCC) Only
3.99. Read it and decide for yourself.
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B001MLZJPW/ref=oh_aui_detailpage_o08_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1
The Rapture of the Saints Paperback â€“ 1970
by Rev. Duncan McDougall
If you would like a pdf, you can get it here:
http://emahiser.christogenea.org/Recommended/The%20Rapture%20Of%20The%20Saints.pdf
ABOUT THE AUTHOR
REV. DUNCAN MCDOUGALL,. M.A.
One of Scotland's well-known Gaelic scholars, the Reverend Duncan McDougall graduated at
Edinburgh University in Latin, Greek, Hebrew and Gaelic, taking Gaelic medals, Blackie Prize and MacPherson
Scholarship (twice). After leaving college he was Examiner in Hebrew for eleven years to the Free Church College,
Edinburg, in which he had taken his theological course. Having been posted to Holland in the First World War, Mr.
McDougall had acquired a working knowledge of Dutch, and in expectation of a mission appointment in South America,
which, however, did not materialize, he set himself to acquire a working knowledge of Spanish.
He was therefore a linguist of very considerable repute. A devout Christian, Mr. McDougall was ordained to the Ministry
of the Free Church of Scotland, a denomination which has long been known for its firm adherence to the teaching of the
Holy Scriptures and its repudiation of modernistic and higher critical views. For six years he was Lecturer in Christian
Evidences to the Vancouver Bible School, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. Finally returning to Scotland, he was
appointed Minister of the Free Church in Dundoon, a post which he held until his retirement.
PROPHECY AND ITS FULFILLMENT
Many professed Bible Teachers have been busy in Bible studies, conventions, revivals,
religious papers, leaflets, and books, telling with an air of authority (which amount almost to a claim to Divine
inspiration), all about the "secret rapture" of the saints and what is to take place on this earth after they are gone.
According to their theory the Lord is to come SECRETLY for His saints: they are to be caught up (raptured) to meet Him
in the air without the world knowing that anything is happening. All who are unprepared are to be left on earth in an
unsaved state, then an individual known as the "Antichrist' is to make his appearance, to assume power as a world
Dictator, to revive the old Roman Empire as a ten-kingdomed confederacy, and to rule over it, to make a covenant with
the Jews to allow them to set up again their temple worship in Jerusalem, and at the end of three-and-a-half years, to
break the covenant and persecute them. After seven years Christ is to come back with His saints to destroy the
Anti-Christ and set up His reign of a thousand years on this earth. All these things are described in as much detail as if
they were actually taught in the Bible, and even some good men have got the impression that the Bible does actually
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contain them.
It will come as a shock to many good people that not only is this teaching not in the Bible, but that it was originated by
the Bible's worst enemies. If Christians would only study God's Word, coming to the Bible with an open mind instead of
coming with their heads filled with the teachings of human and fallible men whom they treat as if inspired, they would not
be so readily 'carried away with wind of doctrine'. If they would accept the teaching of Christ that "a corrupt tree cannot
bring forth good fruit," or the warning given to Daniel that "none of the wicked shall understand," they would know better
than to expect to get a clean bird out of a foul nest.
The pity is that so many choose to remain ignorant of the nest out of which the bird has come, and so, "professing thems
elves to be wise," they proclaim their ignorance as it were on the house-tops. To these "blind leaders of the blind," ignor
ance is a Pearl of Great Price, and to offer them any enlightenment on historical facts is an attempt to rob them of their p
recious jewel. If any of them have ever read any of the writings of the Reformers on the subject of Prophecy, they seldo
m by the slightest allusion betray the fact. Being neither willing to admit, nor able to refute, the wisdom of all these might
y Spirit-taught men of God, our modem Bible Teachers studiously ignore them, and speak as if they themselves were th
e people, and wisdom had been born with them. One would never guess from the writings of these "Bible Teachers" that
any expositor existed earlier than J. N. Darby. Naturally to tell them the truth is to become their enemy.
Re: Church of Rome: Origination of Pre-Trib Rapture - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2016/8/23 14:46
I guess I'll ask the simple question, Post-Trib or Pre-Trib, does it really matter if ultimately we have accepted Christ into
our lives and headed to Heaven? Personally speaking, the way the world is today, I sometimes wonder if we're in the Tri
bulation right now.
Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/23 14:53
Bill, I have thought the same possibility...that maybe Daniel's 70th Week is underway and we don't realize it. I won't bog
the thread with the particulars of why that feeling is most likely wrong but I cannot escape the sense that we are no long
er simply approaching it.
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2016/8/23 14:58
With the new Russian-Turkey-Iran coalition being formed we're living and seeing Ezekiel 38 happening....
Re: , on: 2016/8/23 15:17
Bill,
It doesn't matter unless it moves you away from Christ as it did to the Chinese church during the Mao Tse Tung, "Purge"
.
Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2016/8/23 15:33
Thanks J and Tim, I know some are very passionate about things like this, and I did not mean to water anything down, b
ut I'm just a very simple thinker, that's just the way God made me.
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by narrowpath, on: 2016/8/23 16:05
I wonder if we can conclude this debate before the rapture takes place, be it pre-post or midtrib.

Re: , on: 2016/8/23 16:17
Quote:
-------------------------by narrowpath on 2016/8/23 16:05:40
I wonder if we can conclude this debate before the rapture takes place, be it pre-post or midtrib.
-------------------------

You never know, we may have to pray the Lord to tarry before we meet Him in the air. ;-)
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Then again, the Bible says He can come at any moment.
Re: , on: 2016/8/23 16:30
Anything that causes believers not to "stay awake", be ready, & be prepared to endure tribulation into the end is potentia
lly problematic. Corrie Ten Boom often spoke of how the Pre-Trib Secret rapture theory crippled those in WW2. Theologi
cally/Eschatologically/Philosophically, it's called "Escapism".
I agree with previous posters that Joe Schimmel's "Left Behind or Led Astray?" Does the best job of explaining & showin
g this theological error's founders, history, etc.
And I agree with JFW that we are seeing, at the very least, the pre-alignments in the Middle East & in the world (Biblical
prophecy is thoroughly Jerusalem, then Israel, then Middle East, then to the rest of the world - centric. In that order).
I remember getting radically saved, spending 10-12+ hours sometimes a day reading the scriptures (I was locked up - it
was God's grace & plan to give me time to grow in & read/study the scriptures & bathe in the Word of God early on) & thi
nking after having read the whole Bible through and through - "Secret Pre-Trib Rapture? Where on earth do they get that
?" Like most theological errors, it comes from not having a thorough, wholistic, expositional, contextual understanding of
the "full counsel of the Word of Godl on the subject & just having "ISO-proof text" (eisogesis) arguments out of context b
y certain "enlightened ones" who "found it" & then a huge echo chamber somehow carried it down through the ages. Tha
t charismatic liberal guy in Europe (defrocked for impropriety) started it, maybe adopted from a South American Jesuit pr
iest, & then John Nelson Darby pontificated it further, tried to use it to exercise control over the Plymouth brethren move
ment & split the movement drawing disciples after himself, then CI Schofield's bible commentary notes really propagated
it as scripture because it was written in scripture (at the bottom notes, but people wrongly treat it as "Bible"), and on and
on. Of course Tim Lahaye & Jerry Jenkins most recently put it on the map worldwide in the last couple decades. Kirk Ca
meron, who starred in the original films, changed to Post-Trib after watching & listening to Joel Schimmel's teaching on t
he subject. It is quintessential "escapism". I know this experientially too from discussions with friends and close family ov
er the subject & "why" they won't disbelieve it naturally when shown the clear passages. It's also important to note that it'
s almost entirely a Western doctrine. Similarly to Replacement theology, a metaphorical millineaum, and other mostly we
stern doctrines.
God Bless,
Jeff
Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/23 16:46
Jeff, you mentioned Kirk Cameron was persuaded to believe post trib. That is very interesting. Did Schimmel say so or
was Cameron brave enough to say it for himself?! :)
Re: Bill - posted by forrests (), on: 2016/8/23 17:09
Quote:
-------------------------by MrBillPro on 2016/8/23 11:46:08
I guess I'll ask the simple question, Post-Trib or Pre-Trib, does it really matter if ultimately we have accepted Christ into our lives and headed to Heave
n? Personally speaking, the way the world is today, I sometimes wonder if we're in the Tribulation right now.
-------------------------

"Left Behind or Led Astray" also seeks to answer this...but the short answer is that in warning His disciples about the co
ming times and tribulations, Jesus cautions. "See to it that no one misleads you," and "At that time many will fall away an
d will betray one another and hate one another. Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many."
He (Joe Schimmel) shows quote after quote of Christian pastors and believers in general saying that if Jesus allows the
church to go through the great tribulation that He is evil and dishonest and a wife-beater and that the "blessed hope" bec
omes the "blasted hope"...
It seems that many will be rocked if they do live to see anti-christ and may just fall away because they have believed a li
e.
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I'm not saying all...but perhaps many...
Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/23 17:29
Anyone who labels the "blessed hope" of Titus 2:13 as a pretrib rapture never tried to understand the phrase. It is shee
r invention by men and not the Holy Spirit to conclude that Titus 2:13 refers to a pretrib rapture. Let us all rest assured t
hat His coming will be blessed to us who love Him and seek Him in truth.
Only Americans who rate blessedness by our own righteousness and success could devalue the blessedness of Christ's
return by the suffering of tribulation first.
Re: , on: 2016/8/23 17:55
Matthew 24:29-31New American Standard Bible (NASB)
The Glorious Return
29 â€œBut immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 And then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man comi
ng on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpe
t and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
1 Corithians 15:51-52
Behold I tell you a mystery, we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an e
ye, at the last trumpet, for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imoerishable and we will be chang
ed.
1 Thessalonuans 4:16-17
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with a voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with t
hem in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and we shall always be with the Lord.
_______________________________________
Brothers I ask your forgiveness as I am theologically challenged. I mean compared to people like brother Jeff a
nd brother Julius I am a spiritual pynmy. So please forgive me if I stick to the simple written word of God and p
ose this question.
Are the verses above describing one resurrection event for two separate resurrection events.
I pose this question to my betters in this forum.

Submitted respectfully.

Re: , on: 2016/8/23 18:25
Cameron came out & boldly admitted himself & actually shares it publicly and advocates for and recommends Schimmel'
s video teaching on the subject. You can probably find it on YouTube I bet
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Re: Official DVD teaching trailer with Cameron in it, on: 2016/8/23 18:30
Here is the official YouTube DVD trailer on the teaching that has Kirk in it himself, & Ray Comfort, Joel Richardson, quot
es from Charles Spurgeon & George Mueller, etc.
https://youtu.be/N9iRT91_pyo
Re: , on: 2016/8/23 19:13
Matthew 24:29-31New American Standard Bible (NASB)
The Glorious Return
29 â€œBut immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will fall from the sky, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 And then the sign of the Son of
Man will appear in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man comi
ng on the clouds of the sky with power and great glory. 31 And He will send forth His angels with a great trumpe
t and they will gather together His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.
1 Corithians 15:51-52
Behold I tell you a mystery, we will not all sleep, but we will all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an e
ye, at the last trumpet, for the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imoerishable and we will be chang
ed.
1 Thessalonuans 4:16-17
For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with a voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain will be caught up together with t
hem in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and we shall always be with the Lord.
_____________________________________
Brothers I ask again respectfully do the texts above refer to two separate resurrection events or are they descri
bing one resurrection events.
Do we need to refer to someone else is teaching to get an answer to the above question.
Jeff you command a degree in theology certainly you can comment on this as well as others in this forum who
have the theological backgrounds.
I'm just simply asking from the word of God are we looking at two separate events here of resurrection. Or is on
e resurrection event being described.

Again respectfully asked.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/8/23 19:51
They describe one event, except the Matthew verses which describes an entirely different event.
There is only one rapture event and that is synonymous with the 2nd Coming.
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Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/23 20:58
1
Re: - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/8/24 7:59
Quote:
-------------------------by bearmaster
Brothers I ask again respectfully do the texts above refer to two separate resurrection events or are they describing one resurrection events.
Do we need to refer to someone else is teaching to get an answer to the above question.
Jeff you command a degree in theology certainly you can comment on this as well as others in this forum who have the theological backgrounds.
I'm just simply asking from the word of God are we looking at two separate events here of resurrection. Or is one resurrection event being described.
-------------------------

I believe they are all synonymous and culminate in the following chapter. (I believe that) The First Resurrection is the 2n
d coming of Christ to rule and reign on the earth 1000 years.

Quote:
-------------------------Revelation 20
Satan bound for a thousand years
1-3 Then I saw an angel coming down from Heaven with the key of the pit and a huge chain in his hand. He seized the dragon, the serpent of ancient
days, who is both the devil and Satan, and bound him fast for a thousand years. Then he hurled him into the pit, and locked and sealed it over his hea
d, so that he could deceive the nations no more until the thousand years were past. But then he must be set free for a little while.
The first resurrection
4-6 And I saw thrones, with appointed judges seated upon them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been executed for their witness to Jesus and f
or proclaiming the Word of Godâ€”those who never worshipped the animal or its statue, and had not accepted its mark upon their foreheads or their ha
nds. They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. (The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were over.) This
is the first resurrection. Happy and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection! The second death cannot touch such men; they shall be priests
of God and of Christ, and shall reign with him for the thousand years.
Satan finally destroyed
7-8 Then, when the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison, and will set out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the ea
rth, Gog and Magog, and to lead them into battle. They will be as numerous as the sand of the seashore.
9-10 They came up and spread over the breadth of the earth; they encircled the army of the saints defending the beloved city. But fire came down fro
m the sky and consumed them. The devil who deceived them was hurled into the lake of fire and sulphur to join the animal and the false prophet. And t
here they shall be tortured day and night for timeless ages.
The final judgment
11 And then I saw a great white throne, and one seated upon it from whose presence both earth and sky fled and vanished.
12-13 Then I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne and the books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the book
of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books concerning what they had done. The sea gave up its dead, and death and the grav
e gave up the dead which were in them. And men were judged, each according to what he had done.
14-15 Then death and the grave were themselves hurled into the lake of fire, which is the second death. If anyoneâ€™s name was not found written in
the book of life he was thrown into the lake of fire.
-------------------------

I believe in TWO resurrections much more than I believe in a "rapture" as other's believe in. I believe that Matt 24 is eve
rything leading up to the 1st Resurrection and including "the Son of Man will appear in the sky."
God bless, my friends,
Lisa
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Re: - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/8/24 8:17
Quote:
-------------------------by jeffmar1130
Here is the official YouTube DVD trailer on the teaching that has Kirk in it himself, & Ray Comfort, Joel Richardson, quotes from Charles Spurgeon &
George Mueller, etc.
https://youtu.be/N9iRT91_pyo
-------------------------

Wow! I watched that trailer and it is awesome. I will watch the movie this weekend!
Thank you!!
Lisa
Re: , on: 2016/8/24 9:12
Lysa said:
"The First Resurrection is the 2nd coming of Christ to rule and reign on the earth 1000 years. "
Sound doctrine, biblical and true. Expect opposition.

Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/8/31 15:50
I have a question to add. Hope maybe someone will give their two cents on it. The OP referenced the doctrine of the e
minent return of Christ. It is a foundation stone for those who believe in the pretrib rapture doctrine. Personally, I am no
t totally convinced of either view yet, but lean a bit toward their being no special rapture simply because it is not clearly t
aught in scripture, but only surmised by personal interpretation. Anyway, here is the question.
What is the motivation behind the doctrine of the Eminent Return of Christ? Why would those who believe in a pre-trib r
apture say that the teaching of this doctrine is essential and important?

Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/31 17:15
Travis, I think the motivation is an honest belief that the Bible teaches it. Jesus' statement that "no man knows the day n
or the hour" is one that, if He meant what pre-trib believers say He meant, it would be hands down essential.
"Jesus said it, I believe it, that's enough" sort of thing.
Except, He wasn't referring to a rapture when He said that. I'm no pre-trib believer.
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by savannah, on: 2016/8/31 18:42

There's no rapture as the modern day eschatologians try to convince the masses of.
No such thing, pre, mid or post!
BTW - There is also no 7 year tribulation; aka, the great tribulation.
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Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/8/31 18:43
Savannah, preterism duly noted.
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/8/31 21:17
I am so sorry for the length of this post but in the OP, bearmaster for asked if pre-trib was taught in the N.T. I came
across this today and they honestly believe it is, so read away and feel free to post any rebuttals!!!

Quote:
------------------------- from rapture ready website:
www.raptureready(dot)com/rr-pretribulation-rapture(dot)html
Scriptural Evidence for the Pretribulation Rapture
The Unknown Hour
When we search the Scriptures and read the passages describing the Lord Jesus' return, we find verses that tell us we won't know the day and hour of
that event. Matthew 25:13 says Jesus will return at an unknown time, while Revelation 12:6 indicates that the Jews will have to wait on the Lord 1,260
days, starting when the Antichrist stands in the Temple of God and declares himself to be God (2 Thes 2:4). This event will take place at the mid-point
of the seven-year tribulation (Dan 9:27). Note that some people only see a three-and-a-half-year tribulation. In a way, they are correct because the first
half of the tribulation will be relatively peaceful compared to the second half. Nonetheless, peaceful or not, there still remains a seven-year period calle
d the tribulation. When the Jews flee into the wilderness, they know that all they have to do is wait out those 1,260 days (Mat 24:16). There is no way t
o apply the phrase "neither the day nor the hour" to this situation. The only way for these two viewpoints to be true is to separate the two distinct event
s transpiring here: 1) the rapture of the Church, which comes before the tribulation; and 2) the return of Jesus to the earth, which takes place roughly s
even years later.
The Marriage Supper of the Lamb
In Luke 12:36, the Word states that when Christ returns, He will be returning from a wedding. In Revelation 19:7-8, we read about the marriage itself. T
he marriage supper takes place before the marriage. According to Jewish custom, the marriage contract, which often includes a dowry, is drawn up firs
t. The contract parallels the act of faith we use when we trust Jesus to be our Savior. The dowry is His life, which was used to purchase us. When it's ti
me for the wedding, the groom goes to the bride's house unannounced. She comes out to meet him, and then he takes her to his father's house. This
precisely correlates with the events according to the pre-trib scenario. Jesus, the Groom, comes down from heaven and calls up the Church, His Bride.
After meeting in the air, He and His Bride return to His Father's house, heaven. The marriage supper itself will take place there, while down here on ea
rth the final events of the tribulation will be playing out. After the marriage supper of Jewish tradition, the bride and groom are presented to the world a
s man and wife. This corresponds to the time when Jesus returns to earth accompanied by an army "clothed in fine linen, white and clean" (Rev 19:14)
.
What They Didn't Teach You in History Class
Many groups try to discredit the pre-trib rapture by saying most of the end-time events in the Bible have already taken place. A group of people called
preterists claims that the Book of Revelation was mostly fulfilled by 70 AD. If the events described in the Book of Revelation took place in the past, I'm
at a loss to explain some of the current situations I see around us: the rebirth of Israel, the reunification of Europe, the number of global wars that have
occurred, and the development of nuclear weapons. During history class, I must have slept through the part where the teacher talked about the time w
hen a third of the trees were burned up, 100-pound hailstones fell from the sky, and the sea turned into blood (Rev 8:7-8, 16:21). I think several people
would have to question their opposition to the pre-trib rapture doctrine if they knew that the evidence provided to them was based on the understandin
g that most tribulation prophecies have already occurred.
The People of the Millennium
If Christ were to come back after the tribulation, rapture all the saints, and slay all the ungodly, who would be left to populate the earth during the millen
nium? Only the pre-trib viewpoint can account for this post-trib problem. The Church is raptured before the tribulation, a vast number of souls are save
d during this seven-year time frame, and those who make it through the tribulation go into the millennium while the unsaved are cast into hell.
The Saint U-Turn
In the pre-trib scenario, after we rise to meet the Lord in the air, we will go to heaven and abide there seven years. At the end of that period, Christ will
come down to earth, defeat the Antichrist, and cleanse the temple. In a post-trib rapture, we would rise in the air to meet the Lord, then do a 180-degre
e U-turn and come back down to earth. Revelation 1:7 states that Christ will appear out of the clouds and come down to earth. Zechariah 14:4 says th
at His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives. If He's already headed our way, why would we need to be caught up to meet Him?
"Come Up Hither"
Many pre-trib writers cite Revelation 4:1, which says, "come up hither," as a prophetic reference to the rapture of the Church, leaving Revelation chapt
ers 1 through 3 as a description of the Church Age. After the shout to "come up hither," the Church is not mentioned in Scripture at all. The attention of
Scripture switches from the Church to the Jews living in Israel.
Armies in Fine Linen
When Jesus returns (Rev. 19:18), an army follows Him. The army's members are riding on white horses, and they are clothed in fine linen that is white
and clean. In Revelation 19:8, we are told that the fine linen is the righteousness of the saints. If the saints of God are returning with Christ to wage wa
r on the Antichrist, then it is not possible to have a post-trib rapture without us running into ourselves as we are coming and going.
The Time of Jacob's Trouble
In several passages, the Bible refers to the tribulation as a time of trouble for the Jews. The phrase "Jacob's trouble" pertains to the descendants of Ja
cob. Jeremiah 30:7 says that this time of trouble will come just before the Lord returns to save His people. The final week of Daniel's 70th week is yet t
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o take place. An angel told Daniel that, "70 weeks are determined unto thy people" (Dan 9:24). Scripture never mentions that the tribulation is meant to
be a time of testing for Christians. However, some post-tribbers try to claim that they are the ones being tested during the tribulation. To make this so, t
hey need to spiritualize the 144,000 Jewish believers in Revelation 7:2-8 who receive God's protective seal. Placing the Church dispensation into the s
ame time frame as the seven-year Jewish dispensation, as the post-tribbers do, raises one good question: Can two dispensations transpire at the sam
e time? In the past, God has only dealt with one at a time. Having both present during the tribulation would have to be an exception.
"He" That is Taken Out of the Way
Before the Antichrist can be revealed, Paul said a certain "He" must be taken out of the way. According to 2 Thessalonians 2:7, the "He" that must be r
emoved is widely thought to be the Holy Spirit. It has been promised that the Holy Spirit would never leave the Church, and without the working of the
Holy Spirit remaining on earth, no one could be saved during the tribulation. The removal of the Church, which is indwelt by the Holy Ghost, would see
m the best explanation for this dilemma. The working of the Holy Spirit could go on during the tribulation, but His influence would be diminished becaus
e of the missing Church.
War or Rapture
(Rev 19:19-21) When Jesus returns at the end of the tribulation, He will be coming for battle. For those who believe in a post-trib rapture, it would be st
range to meet your Lord and Savior just as He's rushing into battle. The idea that war and rapture could occur together is difficult to imagine, especially
since they transpire at the same moment.
The Five Foolish Virgins
The wedding story that Jesus gave in Matthew 25:2-13, I believe, is a parable of the rapture of the Church. It explains how some will not be ready. Jes
us clearly states that a group of people will miss out on an event, and will cry out to God to let them into the place where He resides, heaven. Although
some try to put this parable in a post-trib context, it doesn't fit very well. The ones left behind in a post-trib rapture will not need to seek the Lord becau
se they'll immediately be confronted by Him and His army of angels.
God Hath Not Appointed Us to Wrath
In 1 Thessalonians 5:9, Paul assures us that God has not appointed His people to wrath. This wrath is plainly God's anger that will be poured out durin
g the tribulation. Pre-trib believers interpret this as meaning that Christians will be removed from the earth. Post-trib believers tell a different story. The
y describe this as meaning that God will protect Christians during the tribulation and pour this wrath out on the unbelievers only. This idea runs against
the statement made in Revelation 13:7, in which the Antichrist is given power to make war with the saints and to overcome them. A post-trib view woul
d make God's promise of protection from wrath into a lie. In years past, it was possible to think of being protected from the guns and swords of that day
. Today, when any major war would involve nuclear and chemical weapons, it's impossible to expect that same kind of protection. When Nagasaki, Jap
an was bombed during World War II, the bomb exploded over a Catholic church. Everyone who was in the center of the explosion died--both Christian
s and non-Christians. The only way to validly interpret God's promise of protection from wrath is by viewing 1 Thessalonians 5:9 as the bodily removal
of the Church from this world.
The Salt of the Earth
Jesus said, "Ye are the salt of the earth" (Matthew 5:13). When the believers are supenly removed, the earth will be plunged into spiritual darkness. W
hen this happens, the Antichrist will then be free to control the world.
God Takes an Inventory
In Revelation 7:3, an angel descends to earth and seals the servants of God. Two bits of information about this sealing highly disclaim a post-trib view
point. The first item is the number of people sealed: 144,000. The second one is that all those who are sealed are from the 12 tribes of Israel. For the e
vents in Revelation 7:3-8 to be true in a post-trib interpretation, either the Church has turned against God or God has turned against the Church. A pos
t-tribber could write a thousand-word commentary about why the Church doesn't need to be sealed. Instead of trying to argue about why the Church is
not mentioned or sealed, a pre-trib proponent could just say, "We're already in heaven."
Noah and Lot as Examples
The tribulation period is compared to the times of Noah and Lot by Jesus in Luke 17:28. Most people argue over whether the time frame Jesus was tal
king about in that passage was pre-trib or post-trib. In doing so, they miss an important point. The two circumstances that the Noah and Lot situations
have in common are the removal of the righteous and the judgment of the unbelievers. From these two accounts, we see that God prefers to remove H
is own when danger is involved.
Common-Sense Reasons for Believing in the Pretribulation Rapture
The World Test
One way to check the soundness of a doctrine is to see how the world reacts to it. One company put out a questionnaire that was used to screen pros
pective employees. One of the questions was, "Do you believe in the rapture?" If you answered "yes," your chances of getting hired would not be good
. Some internet sites do not allow the topics of Rapture or Second Coming. They do allow topics such as sex, gays, and drugs. The only time the news
media mentions the rapture is when someone sets a date and is proven to be wrong.
That Old-Time Religion
It used to be a rule of thumb that when one was visiting a church or listening to a preacher, one could assume the preacher believed in repentance, pr
ayer, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost if he taught the rapture doctrine. It was also true that the churches on fire for God worshipped out of storefront
s. Today, many of those storefront churches have moved into marble palaces and have strayed from their principal doctrines.
Birds of a Feather Flock Together
Whenever I look at all the groups that teach false doctrine and are highly focused on end-time events, I cannot find any that support the rapture theory.
Some organizations, the Jehovah's Witnesses, for example, teach a false gospel and are heavily into Bible prophecy. Why, then, don't Jehovah's Witn
esses teach a false doctrine that would be right up their alley? Could it be that the demonic forces that influence these groups know something that Ch
ristians opposed to the rapture don't know? The list of prophetically minded cults that reject the idea of a rapture goes on and on. Here are some more:
the Mormons, the Worldwide Church of God and the Moonies, as well as leaders like Jim Jones and David Koresh.
The Church Would Rebuke the Antichrist
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If the Antichrist came to power with the Church still here, I do not see how he could operate. When Hitler was fighting to take over England, a number
of Christians were praying for victory. Hitler made mistake after mistake, and England outperformed its enemy at every stage of the conflict. It is difficul
t to measure the impact of intercessory prayer in physical warfare. Little is known of how great a role praying saints played in the defeat of Nazi Germa
ny. If the Church were to reside on earth during the tribulation, I am sure she would give the Antichrist fits. In Revelation 11:3, the two witnesses alone
give the Antichrist enough headaches. Millions of Christians who know their Bibles well would recognize the man of sin and pray fire down on his head
. The post-trib view would have to plan on the Church just rolling over and playing dead the whole seven years.
-------------------------

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/8/31 21:32
quote: What is the motivation behind the doctrine of the Eminent Return of Christ? Why would those who believe in a pr
e-trib rapture say that the teaching of this doctrine is essential and important?
The term is actually "imminence" or imminent- just a technical point.
This entails the belief that nothing else has to happen before Jesus can return. All prior conditions have been met so lite
rally He could return at any time.
But you don't have to be a pre-tribber to believe that. I am not a pre-tribber but I believe that Jesus could return at any ti
me. I equate the rapture with the 2nd coming. I do not believe scripture teaches two separate rapture events.
The post Lysa quoted says that is a "U-turn" approach to the rapture; i.e. that Jesus returns for his 2nd coming, the dead
in Christ and those living are raptured and meet him in the air, then return to the earth. I view it not as a U-turn per se b
ut rather liken it to a bride running to meet her groom. It's a welcoming committee!
In my view when we are raptured at the 2nd coming, the new heavens and earth are created and we return to the recrea
ted earth, which is synonymous with "heaven." Cant wait.
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/1 11:40
Todd: Sorry for the misspelling. Duly noted that we are talking about all prerequisites being met and the event being th
e next thing on the horizon. But my question is to the motivation for believing the doctrine an essential one. Why do we
see it as absolutely essential to believe the rapture could happen at any moment rather than, lets say, at a season down
the road a few years after certain events take place.
I might note, the scripture stated earlier that no man knows the day or the hour is further clarified by 1 Thess 5: 5 But of t
he times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
2 For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
3 For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman with
child; and they shall not escape.
4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
We do not know the day or hour, but we should be aware of the season. If our motivation for believing in the imminent
return is that we think we see in scripture that all prerequisites are met, cool! Then we would have reason to believe im
minent return. But what is the motivation for calling it an essential doctrine rather than simply the next step in the parade
? Do you get the distinction I am trying to make? In other words, why is it important for a pre-tribber that people believe i
n imminent return rather than simply, He is coming down the road a piece?

Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/9/1 12:01
Bro. Travis, can I jump in and say something to your last post directed to Todd? And, Todd, can I poke in long enough to
say this?
I share your view that this is not an issue we ought to make a test of fellowship with each other. We are ALL grabbing i
n a measure of darkness. I'm thrilled that we all know we are touching on the things of God with earnest hearts to Him e
ven if we ARE doing it without knowing exactly what we've got our hands on. I might be holding onto the hem of His gar
ment and calling it His sleeve, and you may be telling me I'm grabbing His sleeve while you're sitting on His shoulders a
nd think you're sitting in His lap!! :)
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(I hope nobody is offended at that.)
I am deeply disappointed at the rhetoric that gets used online by pre-tribbers about post-tribbers (like, "Post-tribbers are l
ying heretics and are calling God a wife-beater.", and that's a nicer one). And by post-tribbers calling pre-tribbers a bunc
h of deceivers and agents of the Anti-Christ. And, I do wonder why pre-tribbers think so little of post-tribbers when the c
oncerns we have about the practical impact of pre-trib belief (if pre-trib is wrong) are out of love and concern.
We need to discuss this. It doesn't need to be taboo among us. We ought to be able to point out where the problems ar
e with other views without making those who hold the views straight-up opposed to Christ. If that kind of conclusion bec
omes unavoidable, it can be dealt with in due course but why can't we assume the best about each other in this circle of
believers now?
So, that's my .02. And, please pardon my interruption.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/1 12:57
No problemo Tim. I agree.
But Travis, I have no idea why it should be considered "essential." Pretty silly thing to do since it certainly isn't 100% cle
ar.
Perhaps they think that if other prophecies need to be fulfilled then we can "time" the rapture and as you pointed out scri
pture says we can't time it, and even the Son doesn't know (my only explanation for this is that Jesus did not know when
he made the statement- he certainly knows now).

Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/1 15:57
Tim: Totally agreed. And, that should be the attitude of anyone who is studying and discussing scripture. There are ab
solutes that I will not back off of, like the virgin birth and the death and resurrection. There are other areas where, if we
are honest, none of us have it figured out yet, like eschatology. It grieves me as well when brethren cannot discuss scri
pture without that kind of rhetoric.
Todd: I guess I need to tip my hand so to speak and bring out the reason for asking the question. I had a discussion wit
h a man about eschatology recently. He was a believer and he found out I was a believer and began to ask me about
my views on various topics. Did I believe in the present day operation of the Holy Spirit in the life of a believer, etc. Fina
lly, he very pointedly asked me if I believed in a pre-tribulation rapture. I told him that I had not made up my mind yet. I
had studied it from both angles and to be honest, had not been able to come to a conclusion in my own mind that was ir
on clad enough to say, "this is how I see it." He became visibly upset and said that I could not have that view and that th
ere was only one way to see it. I told him I actually leaned toward there not being a pretrib rapture as I could find no cle
ar teaching in scripture to support it. He really did not like that statement. Then he brought up the imminent return. This
was his motivation.
He said that if we did not preach the imminent return that it would result in Christians living carnally and living in sin.
It took a few seconds for it to really soak in. His primary motive for believing in a pretrib rapture was so that people coul
d live in fear of the Lord's return and thus have a reason to refrain from sin. I was floored. He was wanting to present a
doctrine as essential in order to "put the fear of God" into people to motivate them by fear to refrain from sin. This motiv
e violated clearly taught scripture in so many ways.
For me, if a doctrine is taught clearly in scripture, I believe it. If scripture represents it as essential, such as salvation by
grace through faith rather than through keeping the law, then I call it essential and will defend it as such. But to take an
eschatological doctrine that cannot clearly be taught scripturally and elevate it to the status of essential in order to motiv
ate or I even believe manipulate people?
Now this man was sincere. I know the motive of his heart was that he did not want to see people go to Hell. He truly wa
nted them to be saved. He did not even realize the implications of what he was saying. I tried by best to tell him that the
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fact that his eschatological view was different than mine was not such a big deal. He would have none of it and tried for
half an hour to convince me that I was wrong for not being convinced that he was right. It was a bit bizarre.
That is why I asked the motive question. Our motive for believing a doctrine is probably as revealing important as our p
resentation of proof texts.

Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/1 16:01
His argument sort of breaks down because we should not be avoiding sin to save our own skins. We should do so beca
use our King commands us to do so. Your friends motives are noble but twisted.
Re: - posted by dolfan (), on: 2016/9/1 16:15
The folds of eschatology are dense. When we arrive closer to the events, they become less so. From even Daniel's pers
pective, there were far less details than when Jesus spoke on Mt. Olive. He spread out the folds to a degree. Paul then
did. Then John.
Post trib belief has the opposite effect on me. It causes me grave concern for marginal, half-hearted or nominal Christia
ns that they will not be prepared to endure to the end. I firmly believe the apostasy that is underway is only at the top of t
he roller coaster and that the 70th Week will speed it as the bottom drops out of men's view of the truth. The 70th Week i
s so full of deceitfulness -- and I am not even talking about wrath or tribulation -- that less than serious believers will turn
away from true faith. People will turn to the false belief system and lies in general.
Telling men they will be snatched away from this deception seems to me to set up a false hope, actually exacerbating th
e problem of disappointed, deceived Christians who really believed God loved them too much to let them suffer so. Whe
n the time comes they will deny and reject the truth in favor of an explanation that keeps them blind or in bitterness that t
hey could be allowed to remains wrong.
Love God, call on Him while He is near. Pray in the Spirit. Keep your most holy faith.
Re: - posted by staff, on: 2016/9/1 18:04
Hi all
Certain views I have on the subject have remained the same.
Funnily I think these two views would remain the same even if I changed my Trib view.
1.Their are god loving Christians on both sides of the debate
2.The debate is tied to your view on Salvation.In general if you believe in Post Trib will beleive that you can loose ur Sal
vation and if you are Pre Trib you are more free to believe in either but mostly will believe that u cant loose ur salvation.
My view is that the rapture will be after 3 1/2 yrs but before the 3 1/2 years of the great tribulation which in effect is a pre
tribulation position.
From that position these observations are important:
1.That pre trib Christians can be less of a Christian than a post tribulation Christian in the view of Post Trib believer.
2.The red herring debate that pre trib is a recent event which I have seen rebutted before.
3.The Post trib believer looks at the prosperity preachers and make the point that they are pre tribbers which is correct b
ut use this as a teaching to show that thus pre tribulation view must be wrong.Either Teaching can only be rebutted by s
cripture only.
4:The Post tribulation side of the debate sometimes blur the line or definition of "Tribulation".In the sense of the clear diff
erence between regular tribulation for the want of a better word and a period of time called "The Great Tribulaion".This is
important because all the pre tribulation Christian I know believe that we suffer tribulaion in this life and will continue to d
o so until the end.The point that their is tribulation in the normal course of a Christians life doesnt point to "Us" going thr
ough the period of time called "The Great Tribulaion"
5:Having said that their are times when you have the likes of Corrie Ten Boom where she suffers and their are times of
Billy Graham where he wasnt imprisoned for his beliefs.
Just because Corrie Ten Boom has seen and experienced tribulaion doesnt mean we go through the period of time calle
d "The Great Tribulaion" and Just because Billy Graham didnt suffer Tribulaion doesnt mean that we wont go through th
e period of time called "The Great Tribulaion"
I say these things because the majority of posters on SI in my experience are Post Trib believers and I want you to know
that their are Pre Trib believers who have concerns about how they are continually betrayed during these end times deb
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ates.We have considered both sides,we arent half hearted,we love God has much as you.We understand clearly the sub
ject of "Tribulaion" and experience it just like you
but still look and study the subject and come to the belief that we will leave before the "The Great Tribulation".
Yours Staff
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/1 18:46
Staff- you can be a mid tribber- it's fine by me!
I am curious about something in that view- would you be able to tell when the midpoint of the tribulation is? Perhaps eve
n to the day?
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/1 18:51
In general I think it's unwise to cling too tightly to any particular view. It's ok to have our favorite but we must also be pre
pared for disappointment.
As a post tribber my potential for disappointment is very low because if I am wrong and Jesus comes earlier than expect
ed, that's awesome!
The disappointment for a pretribber could be very great and depending on how strongly they hold to that belief it might b
e devastating and perhaps faith-wrecking, if they are wrong of course.
Re: - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/9/1 19:05
RE: ///In general I think it's unwise to cling too tightly to any particular view. It's ok to have our favorite but we must also
be prepared for disappointment.///
I agree 100%
Search the different views through out church history there is no continuity.
Pretrib rapture and significance of Israel in Bible Prophecy are foundational stones to so much of modern eschatological
interpretation, but neither seem to hardly be mentioned in the first 1500 years of church recordings and I am not aware o
f any such view being found in the Ante-Nicene writings.
edit:clarity
Re: , on: 2016/9/1 20:09
I believe the reason many people hold to the pre-trib view is that it is an escape from persecution. If you notice the pre-tri
bulation view is primarily held by believers in the west. Believers in places such as Eritrea or North Korea have no conce
pt of a pre-trib rapture. They would indeed argue and rightly so that they are in the tribulation.
I believe people that hold a pre tribulation view do not acknowledge the reality of a persecuted church. Some even scof
f at the notion of persecuted church. They see themselves as stuffing themselves silly at the bridal Feast of the Lamb.
While the poor suckers that are left down here are still trying to make it to the tribulation.
I do not see this taught in Scripture. What I do see taught in scripture is that we are to be Overcomers. What I do see tau
ght in scripture is that we will go through the tribulation. We will indeed experience persecution. The question is in Ame
rica and North America as well as in the West. Will we be ready to go through it? And the sobering answer to that questi
on is no. Many will fall away.
Simply my thoughts.
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Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/1 21:34
Well stated bear and pretty sobering.
Re: , on: 2016/9/1 22:18
So true, Bear.
What makes the Pre-Trib theology so astounding is the horrible persecution that has accompanied the Church during th
e last 2,000 years. You have to purposely become blind too all of that and all the present day great tribulation that the C
hurch is in. The true Church has been in Great Tribulation since Christ and it continues. Jesus prayed His Father's will.
John 17:15-16
I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not o
f the world, even as I am not of the world.
Paul understood that, too.
2 Thessalonians 3:3
But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.
Keep us from evil, not by taking us out of the world.
The Lord will preserve our soul. No such promises about preserving our body.
Psalms 121:7
The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.

Re: the pretrib rupture - posted by savannah, on: 2016/9/1 22:34

The Great Tribulation occurred as prophesied by Jesus that it would!
So much for a pretrib anything!
Although the movie makers are making something!
As me and my buddies used to say when we parted...
Here...there...or...in the air...!
Re: , on: 2016/9/1 22:45
I would call the continued persecution spanning 2,000 years of any people group, "Great Tribulation". Persecution of the
"Christian" peoples over 2,000 years is no exception.
As Savannah said, it started when Jesus said it would and it never ended.
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2016/9/2 6:19
Quote: """The Great Tribulation occurred as prophesied by Jesus that it would!"""
Quote: """As Savannah said, it started when Jesus said it would and it never ended."""

Where is this prophesy?
In Christ: Phillip
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Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/2 8:11
Hey Philip- I am assuming he means the Olivet Discourse. I am in 75% agreement with that interpretation.
Re: The Pretrib Rapture??? - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/9/2 9:02
Zac Poonen has an excellent series on Revelation.
Page 16 under his sermons starts Rev 1
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid=157&min=300&orderby=titleA&show=20
Here's the one I want you to start on (if you care to):
(revelation) Revelation 20:4-21:17 by Zac Poonen
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/singlefile.php?lid=9011&commentView=itemComments
Then here is David Pawson's Revelation series:
https://www.sermonindex.net/modules/mydownloads/viewcat.php?cid=528
Re: , on: 2016/9/2 10:05
From Zac's Revelation Series (if you want to know what he believes).
Referring to the 144,000.
"The godly remnant in Israel is protected during the time of wrath, but the church itself is raptured to stand before the Lor
d. Just before the wrath of God is poured out on the earth, the dead in Christ will rise and along with the living ones will b
e taken up to meet the Lord in the air to welcome Him back to earth â€“ like a bride going out to welcome her bridegroo
m. They stand â€œbefore the throne and before the Lambâ€• (verse 9). In Israel, there will be at that time, a godly remn
ant who have not become Christians. The Lord will protect them from His wrath."
He believes in a pre-wrath rapture but believes during God's wrath being poured out, only sinners living in the country of
Israel will be saved and not any other sinners around the world. He calls them a "godly remnant", before they even beco
me Christians.
"In Israel, there will be at that time, a godly remnant who have not become Christians. The Lord will protect them from Hi
s wrath."
A godly remnant that have not become Christians???
Out of a nation with almost 6 million people, Zac thinks the 144,000 is representative of an exact number of people that
make up the godly remnant. He does not believe it is a representative number of "thousands upon thousands" (without n
umber) of OT and NT (12x12) saints.
He says this about the 144,000:
"The 144,000 here are not the ones we saw earlier in chapter 7. Those were from the tribes of Israel alone â€“ and the tr
ibes of Israel certainly do not follow the Lamb or believe that Jesus Christ is the Messiah. This is another group altogeth
er. These are the ones who are called â€œovercomersâ€• in Revelation 2 and 3. A name represented character in the
Old Testament. So â€œthe Name of the Lamb and of the Fatherâ€• being on the foreheads of these 144,000 indicates t
hat their lives reflected the nature of the Lamb and of the Father."
"In the final battle of Armageddon, the Antichrist and his forces will come into the land of Israel and attack it. At that time,
the Lord Jesus Christ will come down with His saints. His feet will stand upon the mount of Olives, and He will destroy th
e forces of the antichrist. The people of God will watch and share in that victory without fighting at all."
He is pretty much a literalist with all the figurative language of the OT and Revelation but says the prophecies are fulfille
d spiritually in the Church. So, he is using many OT prophecies again, that have already been fulfilled as waiting to be fu
lfilled again, literally.
Here is an example of what he does with scripture:
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"There are many promises in the Old Testament that we can apply to ourselves spiritually. But they will also be literally f
ulfilled in the nation of Israel before Jesus establishes His kingdom on earth. Joel 2:28 says, â€œIt will come about after
this that I will pour out My Spirit upon all mankind, And your sons and daughters shall prophesy. Your old men will see dr
eams. I will pour out My Spirit in those days. The sun will turn into darkness, the moon into blood before the great and a
wesome day of the Lord comesâ€•. The first part of this was fulfilled spiritually on the day of Pentecost when the first dis
ciples were baptised in the Holy Spirit. It will be literally fulfilled in Israel when the day of the Lord comes."
Pretty standard, post-trib, pre-wrath teaching. Nothing new.
http://www.cfcindia.org/resources/en/books/pdf/TFT.pdf

Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/2 16:00
Since this discussion is very civil and uplifting, I want to make on observation aimed at what Savannah said. Savannah,
you say that the great tribulation already occurred. I agree totally that what happened in Jerusalem around 70 ad and w
hat has continued to happen to the church has been tribulation and it has been great. The only problem I have with acc
epting the same stance you take is that there are other things listed as occurring at the same time that have not happen
ed yet. Paul quotes Joel as saying that there would be catastrophic signs in the earth and heavens and that the sun wo
uld be darkened and the moon turned to blood. Matthew repeats this as well as saying that the coming of the Lord woul
d immediately follow this tribulation and would be as evident as lightning in the sky, that all would see it.
This has been the sticking point for me where pretarism is concerned. It seems I either have to rip Matthew 24 apart, cla
im that part of it is literal and part is figurative, or reject the view that these prophecies are already fulfilled. How to you s
ee this? Is there a way you look at these verses and fit them into your eschatalogical view?
Re: - posted by staff, on: 2016/9/2 16:19
Hi Tmk,
Yeah I dont see it has mid trib rather than mid week and the last part of the week being "the great tribulation".
Also I follow the pattern that I believe God set out before me.I have explained this indepth before.
Only one person is tied to 3 1/2 years and that is Elijah.
If you study Elijah you will see that it shows what is going to happen in the end.In fact I would say you cannot have an id
ea what is going on in the end without studying Elijah.
Yes I think you will have the general timeframe when the rapture perhaps not the day or week.
Yours Staff
I take it all my other points are ok with you!
Re: , on: 2016/9/2 16:20
Quote:
-------------------------by twayneb on 2016/9/2 16:00:10
Since this discussion is very civil and uplifting, I want to make on observation aimed at what Savannah said. Savannah, you say that the great tribulati
on already occurred. I agree totally that what happened in Jerusalem around 70 ad and what has continued to happen to the church has been tribulati
on and it has been great. The only problem I have with accepting the same stance you take is that there are other things listed as occurring at the sam
e time that have not happened yet. Paul quotes Joel as saying that there would be catastrophic signs in the earth and heavens and that the sun would
be darkened and the moon turned to blood. Matthew repeats this as well as saying that the coming of the Lord would immediately follow this tribulation
and would be as evident as lightning in the sky, that all would see it.
This has been the sticking point for me where pretarism is concerned. It seems I either have to rip Matthew 24 apart, claim that part of it is literal and p
art is figurative, or reject the view that these prophecies are already fulfilled. How to you see this? Is there a way you look at these verses and fit them i
nto your eschatalogical view?
-------------------------

Hi twayneb,
This is the language of hyperbole. Consider:
Isa 13::6-11; 34:2-4
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Isa 34:4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens shall be rolled together as a scroll: and all their
host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine, and as a falling fig from the fig tree.
Haggai 2:6
For thus saith the LORD of hosts; Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and the earth, and the sea, a
nd the dry land;
Zeph. 1:14,15
15 - That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of wasteness and desolation, a day of darkness and
gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness

At the breaking of the sixth seal by Jesus Christ, John (who has read Isaiah) sees a destructive scenario that he can onl
y describe in terms of a complete cosmological upheaval (so he uses the language in Isa. 34). The images he uses are t
hose of a "great earthquake," the "sun became black...," the "whole moon became like blood," "the stars of the sky fell to
the earth," "the sky was split apart...," and "every mountain and island were moved out of their places" (6:12-14).
These are figurative metaphors John is using in the language of hyperbole to give emphasis to judgment and destruction
.
But, if this were referring to an actual cosmological catastrophe then the persons mentioned in Rev. 6:15 would have ha
d no place to hide themselves. They would all be dead.
Excerpts from James Fowler
Re: - posted by staff, on: 2016/9/2 16:31
Hi Bearmaster
I Knew this would have to pop up and I pointed it out earlier.
1:Post Trib believers blurring the line between Presecution(tribulation implied i take it) and the period of time called "The
Great Tribulation" as you have just done.
2:Again their are times like Corrie Ten Boom when she is being persecuted and Times of Billy Graham where he is not.Y
ou cant use either to prove the period of time called "The Great Tribulation".Only Scripture.
3:Pre Tribulation believers are less of a Christian than a Post Tribulation believer.This Time we are "Scoffers"
4:We will indeed suffer Persecution as I said before ;all the Pre Tribbers(i know) believe we have persecution in this life.
Yours Staff
Re: - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2016/9/3 0:38
This topic has been debated since for more than a decade in these forums.
I lean toward a pre-tribulation rapture. This isn't to say that my mind cannot change. It doesn't mean that I am so loyal or
devoted to this perspective that I do not have a teachable spirit on this matter either. It also doesn't mean that I think beli
evers are exempt from great tribulation in this world -- and more so as the end comes and the days grow more evil.
It simply means that, after much study and prayer, I feel that this conclusion -- that the Lord will gather His Bride prior to
the wrath of God poured out upon the entire world -- makes the most sense from my study of God's Word.
Still, I am entirely aware that I could be incorrect. I am prepared to serve God wholeheartedly if I am incorrect. Keith Gre
en used to teach that we should "pray for pre-trib but prepare for post-trib." David Wilkerson (who, according to Times S
quare Church, embraced a pre-trib rapture) used to say that he was "pan-trib" -- that everything would "pan out" for belie
vers in the end.
Someone else said it well: We are secure in Christ. As long as our hearts are firm in the Lord...and as long as we are aw
are that we may endure the period of God's wrath upon this world...then we should avoid pointing the fingers at those be
lievers as "deceived."
I just wish that this topic could be discussed without it growing so terribly divisive.
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*EDIT - I am not implying that anyone here has been uncivil or divisive. I haven't even read through the entire thread yet
(just a few pages). However, it has been a tradition in this forum that this topic is discussed at length before ultimately tu
rning divisive. I hope that no one thinks that I was stating this about anyone here.
Re: , on: 2016/9/3 1:06
I lean towards experiencing the resurrection life of Jesus, now! Anyone else? I'm glad this topic has been discussed in a
very loving and brotherly way.
Re: - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/9/3 3:06
Yes!
Christ is made unto us wisdom from God, that is Justification (Righteousness), Sanctification (set apart from sin to serve
the living God) and glorification (the transformation of our lowly bodies into a glorious eternal sinless body!)
I.O.W. Jesus Christ makes us right with God, gives us victory over the power of sin-NOW-and is our Living hope for a fin
al resurrection to Eternal Life.
What matters today, and every day, is that we remain in Him through faith and love...and that we heed the admonition in
Hebrews: let us not forsake the gathering together of the saints...encouraging one another to love and good works, espe
cially as we see The DAY approaching!
The Day?...that final Day when Christ appears and His great salvation plan in us is perfected and consummated :)
Blessings,

Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2016/9/3 6:48
http://daniel11truth.com/index_htm_files/1.png
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/3 10:35
travis wrote:
"This has been the sticking point for me where pretarism is concerned. It seems I either have to rip Matthew 24 apart, cl
aim that part of it is literal and part is figurative, or reject the view that these prophecies are already fulfilled. How to you
see this? Is there a way you look at these verses and fit them into your eschatalogical view?"
It was my sticking point as well, until I heard a partial preterist teacher I really respect explain it all.
http://theos.org/media/category/14/ (tab down to Mt. 24- there are a few lectures on Mt 24)
A very general answer is that the passages in Joel, and even the Olivet Discourse, are apocalyptic in nature; a form of H
ebrew writing, just as the great majority of Revelation is apocalyptic. Isaiah also has a lot of apocalyptic portions.
Josephus reports that there were indeed "signs in the sky" during the Jewish war in 70 AD.
When Jesus, in the Olivet DIscourse, talks about coming on the clouds, he is talking about coming on the clouds in judg
ment against Jerusalem in 70 AD, in the same generation of those He was speaking to, his disciples. Remember he sai
d all this would take place in their generation.
Now, I am not sure how "preterist" Savannah is. I am a partial preterist; I don't think Jesus' 2nd coming was in 70 AD no
r do I think a secret rapture took place in 70 AD. I believe the 2nd Coming is literal and yet future.
However, I do believe it is not hard at all, if one keeps in mind the nature of the language of Jesus' prophetic statements
in the OD (apocalyptic), to come to the conclusion that he was talking about coming in judgement to end the Jewish tem
ple system forever in 70 AD.
If you read Josephus's account of the horrors going on in Jerusalem during the siege, you will come to the conclusion th
at it was indeed great tribulation to the point that the only explanation was massive demonic activity within the city.
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Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2016/9/3 10:46
Quote:
-------------------------by ccchhhrrriiisss..This topic has been debated since for more than a decade in these forums.
-------------------------

Hopefully we will get a verdict back soon, so the jury can go home. :-)
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/3 13:14
Julius, Todd: That is where I have a difficulty accepting the preterist view. It seems that when we see a passage for whi
ch an historical event seems to coincide, we are great with calling it literal and when we see a passage that we cannot e
xplain historically we call it hyperbole or apocalyptic language.
There are eschatological passages in scripture which are pictures and are not to be taken literally. For example, Jesus
does not literally have eyes of fire, woolen white hair, and a sword sticking out of His mouth. We understand that John's
vision of Jesus returning as the conquering King demonstrated in a picture the majesty, awesomeness, and absolute jud
gement of our Savior and King as He returns to judge the world. And there are passages which are to be taken literally.
I believe there will come a time when what we think of as the heavens and the current world on which we live will be des
troyed and there will be a new heaven and a new earth.
But I think we must be careful in our interpretation that we don't pigeonhole Biblical events based on our own eschatolog
ical bias. Do we believe that the sun will not actually be darkened and that the moon will not actually appear to be red a
s blood because it causes us to question the timing of the great persecution that we desire to pin to 70AD, or do we beli
eve it is apocalyptic language for another reason? Is it unreasonable to say that this is a literal event? If the heavens an
d the earth are to be destroyed and a new heaven and a new earth created, then why can this event not be literal?
If that is the case, if it is literal, then how does that effect the belief of a preterist?
These are questions that I ask myself. This is why I asked Savannah to explain what she thought. I am interested in ho
w a preterist sees these other events that are given alongside the great persecution. Julius, I have heard many teach an
d explain these events as apocalyptic language. I just want to know why one would view these as apocalyptic and what
would be the implications if they were not.

Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/3 13:23
Mr. Bill:
In a sense I totally agree with you. I have an active, living, vibrant relationship with God through Christ. I am seeking Hi
s will and His way in my life. I desire to know Him more and more, and I only want to draw closer to Him. If there is a pr
e-trib rapture...Fantastic. I will take it, leave here, and be with Him. That is my ultimate desire anyhow. If there is not a
pre-trib rapture, and if I go through a time of great persecution, fine! I serve a God that is able to keep me, strengthen m
e, and if necessary give me His grace in death. Then I will be with Him, which is my ultimate desire anyhow. In that sen
se, it really does not matter. This is why I say this is not an essential part of Bible doctrine.
Yet it is not at all unimportant. We are told to study the scriptures. Remember Daniel said he set his mind to understan
d and through His study of scripture and prayer the 70 weeks were understood by Daniel by revelation of God. What is
about to happen is not something that we should simply ignore. We are to ponder, study, pray, and be ready.
I am really concerned when I see brothers and sisters who become so immersed in their particular view of eschatology t
hat they are unwilling and unable to discuss the topic with a heart to learn and understand but rather argue with a heart t
o convince the other guy that he is wrong. None of us have the end of this thing all figured out. As events unfold, the v
ision will slowly be unsealed so to speak. But what is our motive and heart in the matter? That is much more important t
han the matter of pretrib, posttrib, midtrib, or pantrib (If I stick with God it will all pan out :-) ) in my mind.
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Re: , on: 2016/9/3 13:38
Travis,
I could never get into pre-trib thinking it was far-fetched and not having a witness of it in the Bible. For a long time I was
a pre-wrath (Marv Rosenthal) kind of guy. Because I could easily see that persecution was a part of the Christian life an
d did not see escapist theology in the Bible. Always thought it was ridiculous that the Holy Spirit would be taken out of th
e world, yet men could still get saved. I once asked a presenter at a conference how that would happen and he said that
there are a lot of Bible book stores in the world, Bibles in hotels and there will be plenty of Bibles in people's houses afte
r they are raptured, so people will have plenty of Bibles in which they can get saved. I then asked him in front of everyon
e, "then what is the purpose for having the Holy Spirit, now in the world and is He integral in a person coming to salvatio
n?" The good ole Baptist did not have an answer for me.
Futurism also seems far-fetched and not consistent with the spiritual aspect of the Kingdom of God and our Lord.
When I read the following, it all seemed to click for me (make sense) and that is when I held to the "Triumphalist" view. I
have not seen or read anything in years that has caused me to change my mind. It explained very well to me the reason
for the apocalyptic language and how John was using it. And it explains the spiritual walk and battle very well, tying ever
ything together seamlessly in the Bible for me. This study of Revelation (link at bottom) has helped me to understand the
Scriptures in a new, exciting, living way. I refer to it often as a reference.
Picture-language
The first word in the Greek text of this book is the Greek word apokalupsis. Thus it is that the book is often referred to as
the Apocalypse. It is often explained that this writing is an example of Jewish apocalyptic literature that was prevalent in
the last couple of centuries before Christ and in the first century A.D. Many of the academic attempts to narrowly define
apocalyptic literature as distinct from parables, prophecy and allegory are â€œforcedâ€• categorizations. It is better to re
cognize that it was typical Middle-eastern thinking to teach by â€œstory-tellingâ€• in picture-language.
It might be argued that the Revelation is the big, multi-faceted, new covenant parable! A good prelude to studying Revel
ation would be to study the parables of Jesus, which are the previous picture-language story-telling of Jesus Christ utilizi
ng images and symbols. A study of the parables in the gospels will reveal that Jesus used them as an exposÃ© and criti
que of religion, in order to explain the difference in the new covenant reality of His life functioning in grace within the king
dom.1 Jesus uses picture-language in the Revelation in much the same way as He did in the parables.
Just as in the parables, we should not try to force a full-fledged allegorical understanding upon the images. We should n
ot try to figure out the meaning of every detail. The â€œliteralistâ€• who demands a â€œdirect face-valueâ€• for every d
etail in the book is approaching Revelation like a â€œmechanicâ€• tightening every nut and bolt, rather than an â€œarti
stâ€• who wants to â€œseeâ€• the Big Picture. We do not have to get every detail figured out, nailed down. That is the a
bsolutism of understanding that â€œreligionâ€• tries to achieve. Jesus wanted us to think, to ponder, to be discerning; th
at is why He spoke in parables and picture-language! If Jesus had wanted theological precision or the precision of proph
etic calculation, He would have used a different method of teaching, and a precise vocabulary. He would have used plai
n, straight-foward language!
John was apparently an individual with an artist-mentality. He was a picture-painter with words. He often conveys what h
e wants to say with images and analogies. In the gospel that he wrote he employs pictorial language: Jesus is the â€œli
ght of the worldâ€• - in contrast to which religion is darkness and blindness I (8,12). Jesus is the â€œgood shepherdâ€•
- in contrast to the hirelings of religion (15). In his epistles (I,II,III John) he continues to use images of â€œsons of lightâ€
• and â€œsons of darkness;â€• sons of God and sons of the devil. He saw clearly the either/or antithesis of God and Sat
an, and pictured such in many ways. When he writes what he saw in the Revelation, it is predominantly picture-language
.
John saw the Big Picture and painted it in word-pictures. It is like a cosmic canvas on which he paints. He paints from G
odâ€™s perspective, and it is difficult for us to get far enough back to see the whole picture. We tend to analyze the stro
kes and the texture. When we come to the book of Revelation, it is so easy to miss the forest for the trees; to miss the m
essage for the minutia of detail and the fanciful interpretation of those details. We do not have to figure out every detail. I
f any man could do that, he could stack all the factual data of interpretation and put it on the â€œknowledgeâ€• shelf. Th
at is part of the â€œepistemological heresyâ€• of religion, that reduces Christianity to a mere â€œbelief-system.â€• The
life of Jesus Christ cannot be formulized and â€œput in the boxâ€• of doctrinal or eschatological understanding. Who wo
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uld want such â€œcannedâ€• Christianity? Who would want such a rigid rectification of Revelation?
Therefore, we should attempt to see the message of Revelation in broad sections, rather than analyzing every detail; a
macro-vision, rather than micro-vision.
The structure of this recorded vision seems to be something like a â€œmovie in the round.â€• Have you ever been to on
e of those movies where multiple camera angles recorded the action on every side, 360 degrees around you? When the
action starts, you can hardly keep your equilibrium. We do not have eyes in the back of our head, so we cannot see ever
ything at once. To see the whole movie, you would have to re-run it several times and see the different perspectives. Th
e Revelation-vision seems to be like that. John â€œruns it by againâ€• to view the new covenant reality of Jesus Christ f
rom different perspectives. He turns the gem around to look at different facets of its brilliance. The Revelation is not so
much a time and space, chronological sequence of either history or the future, but is an increasingly intensified recapitul
ation of the new covenant reality of Jesus Christ. In repetitive parallels John views Jesus from different perspectives, diff
erent angles, another picture, another view. It does not seem to be consecutive or contiguous, but rather concyclic or sy
nchronous â€“ the Big Picture in the round!
I will never forget the occasion when I was talking to a young man who was zealous to understand the Bible and spiritual
things. He was not well-versed in theological vocabulary, but was trying to use some of the terminology. In referring to th
e book of Revelation, he meant to refer to it as â€œapocalyptic,â€• but inadvertently transferred the vowel sounds, and i
nstead referred to it as â€œa-pickle-optic.â€• I could not help but chuckle to myself when he said it, and the more I thou
ght about it the funnier it became, because I realized that â€œa-pickle-opticâ€• could be used to describe â€œapocalypt
ic.â€• The pictorial imagery that John saw in the vision can indeed be â€œa pickle of an optic.â€• The interpretation of th
e symbols has proved to be a difficult â€œpickleâ€• for Biblical commentators for almost two millennia.
Though the book of Revelation can be â€œa-pickle-optic,â€• it was meant to be apocalyptic. As previously noted, the bo
ok is often identified as the Apocalypse, which is a transliteration of the first word in the Greek text of this book, apokalup
sis. Apokalupsis is derived from two other Greek words, apo = from, and kalupto = to cover or hide. The Greek word apo
kalupsis meant to uncover, unveil, disclose or reveal. Thus it is that we usually refer to this book in English as the Revel
ation. The purpose of this book was not to provide a difficult puzzle of images for future expositors to sort out, â€œa-pick
le-optic,â€• but rather to reveal, through the Middle Eastern method of storytelling, the triumph of Jesus Christ.
http://www.christinyou.net/pdfs/RevelationCommEbook.pdf
Re: - posted by MrBillPro (), on: 2016/9/3 13:42
Travis, what an awesome and logical response, that really blessed me.
Thanks!
Re: - posted by TMK (), on: 2016/9/3 16:50
Hey Travis- I do appreciate your responses.
As far as the moon turning to blood etc, Josephus does report this phenomenon from all the smoke rising up from Jerus
alem. So this was at least some degree of literal fulfillment.
Re: - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/9/3 17:51
Quote:
-------------------------by twayneb
I am really concerned when I see brothers and sisters who become so immersed in their particular view of eschatology that they are unwilling and una
ble to discuss the topic with a heart to learn and understand but rather argue with a heart to convince the other guy that he is wrong. None of us have t
he end of this thing all figured out.
-------------------------

Amen, brother. Thank you for your awesome response!
Side story to start: I used to smoke and after I quit I would bug my sister to quit (as only a little sister can!!), so she woul
d say, â€œReformed smokers are the worst.â€• LOL Ok, back to the topic at hand...
Years ago, I was becoming one of those people you described â€“ â€œimmersed in my particular view of eschatology.â
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€• I grew up being told pre-trib was the correct view and then I become post-trib (and reformed smoker mentality kicked
in), so I would come out with guns blazing over topic of pre trib and its ramifications on the church world! The Lord allow
ed me to go so far and then (thank you Jesus), showed me that people have been arguing this topic since the printing pr
ess (or longer), losing friends and family and reputations.
He opened my eyes that reputations werenâ€™t lost, friends werenâ€™t lost, and families werenâ€™t lost over their lov
e for Jesus Christ, no... but because of their obsession with a mere topic, a paradigm, a belief system that SO FAR no o
ne literally has lived to see come to pass.
The Holy Spirit didn't stop there but brought me down to where the rubber met the road and asked if that was what I wan
ted for my life because I was heading in that direction rather quickly. I had a decision to make that day and I chose Him,
praise His holy name He gave me a chance.

Quote:
-------------------------by twayneb
None of us have the end of this thing all figured out. As events unfold, the vision will slowly be unsealed so to speak. But what is our motive and heart i
n the matter? That is much more important than the matter of pretrib, posttrib, midtrib, or pantrib (If I stick with God it will all pan out :-) ) in my mind.
-------------------------

Very well said brother!! I couldn't agree more.
God bless,
Lisa
edited for clarity sake... Greg PLEASE bring back the preview button (without all the bold and whistles)
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2016/9/3 23:28
http://daniel11truth.com/exposing-post-trib-deceptions.htm
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/9/3 23:31
Many of the Chinese house church brethren choose to not divide over this issue:
7. The Last Days
! We believe Christ will return, but no one except the Father knows the date of His return.1239 On the day when Christ r
eturns, He will come in glory and power on the clouds with the angels.1240 On that day, the angels will blow the trumpet
, and those who were dead in Christ will rise first. After that, all born again Christians who are still alive will also be transf
ormed.1241 Their bodies will all be glorified, and they will all be caught up together in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air.1242
! The saints will then reign together with Christ for a thousand years,1243 during which Satan will be cast into the Abyss.
When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released temporarily and will go out to deceive the nations until he is fi
nally thrown into the lake of burning sulfur.1244 After that, Christ will sit on the great white throne to judge men from eac
h nation, tribe and people. Everyone will rise from the dead and be judged before the throne. If anyoneâ€™s name is no
t found written in the Book of life, he will
be thrown into the lake of fire. The former heaven
289
and earth will be consumed by fire. Death and Hades will also be thrown into the fire.1245
! Those whose names are found written in the Book of life will enter into the new heaven and the new earth, living there
with God forever.1246 We believe that while waiting for the coming of the Lord, believers should serve the Lord with gre
at diligence, preach the Word of life,1247 and bear abundant fruits in their words, actions, faith, love and holiness. We al
so believe that those who do this shall receive all kinds of rewards.1248
! As for whether the rapture happens before, during or after the great tribulation, we recognize that each denomination h
as its own conviction, and therefore there is no absolute conclusion in regard to this. The duty of each Christian is to be
alert1249 and prepare himself for the coming of the Lord.1250

from: https://ia600202.us.archive.org/28/items/principlesv4/64_StatementofFaith.pdf
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Could we not in the West adopt the same attitude and simplicity?
Re: - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/9/4 2:56
Trying to figure out (praying) for a better way to say it.
Re: , on: 2016/9/4 3:31
Very good Julius. It became alive for me when l began to experience some of the things myself when Jesus Christ was r
evealed to me fully in the baptism of Holiness and the rapture occurred. The earth and heavens indeed changed into a p
reviously unrecognised newness. No more tears indeed.
Just also would like to add that Satan can manipulate events to make it look like a literal interpretation of scripture to kee
p believers distracted and occupied so they do not see the reality of their spiritual standing and the anti Christ they them
selves have become.
Re: - posted by Christinyou (), on: 2016/9/4 3:56
Lysa I am not interested in this mans pride, I felt the same way when I started to study his work. When I got past the pri
de and humbleness with real feeling for those that are being led out of " 1 Thessalonians 4:18 Wherefore comfort one a
nother with these words." I see what he is saying and have gotten much out of his works. I see the same pride and arro
gance in Paul, but wow what a man of God.
I don't mean to be contentious in any way, I just thought because of someone else' hard work It might be uplifting to thos
e that see pretrib as a blessing and not a curse. I have read first Thess 4 a thousand times and always get a comfort in
Pauls words. I was confused by the pre and post many words and needed something to calm my dyslectic mind which c
annot keep up, so this mans work is very hard to keep up but it gives me some mind calming truths, and now I just keep
going back just like with Paul and the word of God. This man does not even have or will give his name but I trust most o
f his words. I keep checking him with the word of God all the time and so far I am at peace with his work.
It took me a while to get to trust his words, I don't know why I kept going back to his work, but I am now real familiar with
his work and it does fit. Most of the time. Then I confront him well not confront but speak to him by e-mail.
In Christ, bless you and thank you for your Godly influence on me and this forum: Phillip

Re: - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/9/4 11:03
Quote:
-------------------------by Christinyou
Lysa I am not interested in this mans pride, I felt the same way when I started to study his work.
-------------------------

You work quickly Philip!! I only had that post up for about 10 to 15 minutes and then upon thinking about it, took it down!

Quote:
-------------------------by Christinyou
I don't mean to be contentious in any way, I just thought because of someone else' hard work It might be uplifting to those that see pretrib as a blessin
g and not a curse.
-------------------------

You are NOT being contentious, my friend, it seems I was. I went to his last page and noticed that we listen to the same
worship music and I read his humbleness and decided I was wrong to post what I did.
God bless you, brother!
Lisa
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Re: , on: 2016/9/4 12:33
Quote:
-------------------------by brenda7 on 2016/9/4 3:31:39
Very good Julius. It became alive for me when l began to experience some of the things myself when Jesus Christ was revealed to me fully in the bapti
sm of Holiness and the rapture occurred. The earth and heavens indeed changed into a previously unrecognised newness. No more tears indeed.
Just also would like to add that Satan can manipulate events to make it look like a literal interpretation of scripture to keep believers distracted and occ
upied so they do not see the reality of their spiritual standing and the anti Christ they themselves have become.
-------------------------

A very important statement, Brenda. Satan does manipulate events as the god of this world. He is using old testament s
criptures which dealt with the physical world, and pointed to Christ and were fulfilled, as reusing then again, denying the
spiritual kingdom of God and bringing about his false prophecies and false Christ's.
Re: , on: 2016/9/4 14:59
Glad you agree Julius.
Re: , on: 2016/9/4 16:47
I don't debate over this, however, there is a fading of the church's influence in the world. I can't even talk about scripture
to mine own "so-called friends" without being attacked or annoyed with.
And my zeal has gone into isolation (except here, of course)...it is few and far between that the church within me can m
anifest without...without suffering persecution (esp. in my own home)...
Re: , on: 2016/9/4 16:47
Post-trib = Jesus is not coming back for at least 7 years as of today.
Hardly a thief in the night.
marc mc
marcmc - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/9/4 17:02
RE: /// Post-trib = Jesus is not coming back for at least 7 years as of today.
Hardly a thief in the night///
that is a good point.
I am assuming that you are a premillennialist, could you explain your interpretation of 2 Pet 3 ?
10But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, a
nd the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up
Re: - posted by staff, on: 2016/9/4 20:38
hi Marcmc
But you, brothers, are not in the darkness so that this day should overtake you like a thief.
Yours Staff
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Re: , on: 2016/9/5 5:56
Post-trib = The return of Jesus being directly preceded by a 7 year tribulation involving a rebuilt temple, some form of glo
bal monetary monitoring, a peace treaty in the middle east, a world controlling maniacal dictator declaring himself god a
nd whole bunch of other unpleasantness. It wouldnt take the guys at the pub by surprise.
Marc mc
Re: marcmc - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/9/5 8:05
Quote:
-------------------------by proud papa
10But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt wit
h fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up
-------------------------

"The thief in the night" statement doesn't automatically mean that Jesus will come "in quiet and in secret." I believe it me
ans "ill prepared." Look at Christ's parable in Luke 12:

Quote:
-------------------------45 But suppose that servant says in his heart, â€˜My master will be a long time in coming,â€™ and he begins to beat the male and
female servants, and to eat and drink and get drunk. 46 The master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him, and at an hour of
which he is unaware. Then He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.
-------------------------

They were servants of the master whose heart was revealed in the delay of his master.
God bless,
Lisa
(EDIT) I wanted to add this
1 Thess 5:4-6
4 But you, brothers, are not in the darkness so that this day should overtake you like a thief. 5 For you are all sons of the
light and sons of the day; we do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not sleep as the others do, b
ut let us remain awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night; and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8
But since we belong to the day, let us be sober...
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/5 8:35
Greg: Thank you for posting the belief of the house church in China. I am there with my own study. There are some thi
ngs that we absolutely know because they are clearly stated in scripture. It is the other details, the writing that we think
we see between the lines, that causes the division on this subject. To search scripture and throw ideas back and forth is
good. It makes us did into scripture and read carefully. But we all must agree that these things are still being read betw
een the lines and so we cannot allow ourselves to adopt a dogmatic stance that leads to schisms and rifts between ours
elves and our brothers and sisters in Christ.
Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/5 8:39
marc: No man knows the day or the hour...true. But we are to know the times and the seasons. Those who are not wat
ching, who do not have oil for their lamps, will be taken unawares. But for those who walk in the presence of the Holy S
pirit there will be an awareness. There will not be a knowledge of the day or hour, but there will be an awareness that th
e event is upon us. We will not be taken off guard. If the goodman had been watching, he would not have allowed hims
elf to be robbed.
I think this is the general teaching of the Bible on the timing of Christ's return and our knowledge of it.
Just another quick observation. I do not think we will be able to point to a particular day, month, or perhaps even a parti
cular year and say, "This is the moment that we began to experience great tribulation." If that is the case, then we would
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also not be able to count seven years and say, "This is the day we will come out of it."

Re: - posted by twayneb (), on: 2016/9/5 8:54
My mind sometimes works in lists and then I organize them as best I can. Here is a question that I think might be intere
sting in studying this topic.
When the Lord returns, ________________ will happen.
For example,
2 Peter 3 says that when He returns, the heavens shall pass away with a great noise and the elements will melt with fer
vent heat, and the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.
Matthew 24:27 For as the lightning cometh out of the east and shineth even unto the west, so shall also the coming of t
he Son of man be.
Matthew 24:30 The tribes of the earth shall mourn when they see Him coming in the clouds of heaven with power and g
reat glory.
1 Thess. 5:2 Men will be saying, "Peace and Safety" and will be taken unawares and sudden destruction will come upo
n them.

Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:06
Post-trib= The book of revelation reading like the New York Times in front of the entire world with every Christian explain
ing it to the global inhabitants, hundreds of books predicting events and being dead on the money, every Christian radio,
TV and Internet minister sounding like they have the insight, knowledge and wisdom of the ages with laser accuracy of u
nfolding events and still the majority rejecting Jesus, taking the mark and choosing hell.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:07
Post-trip = from the time of Jesus ascent every single person on the planet has had at least 7 years before they even ha
d to consider salvation.
Marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:10
Post-trib = millions of believers living on the planet during the horrible events of the tribulation with full knowledge for 2 th
ousand years of both the events occurring and those which are upcoming and being 100% powerless to change, influen
ce or effect them one little bit. So much for the authority of the believer.
Marc mc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:18
Post-trib = The believers alive at the end are to be considered the most unfortunate in history.
marcmc

Page 27/31

Scriptures and Doctrine :: The Pretrib Rapture???

Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:19
Post-Trib = God has saved the worst for last.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:21
Post-trip = After 2 thousand years of training, equipping and the working of the Holy Spirit that God's final representative
s on the earth are so bad that He had to purge them with the worst events in the worlds history.
marcmc
Re: - posted by Lysa (), on: 2016/9/5 9:43
Quote:
-------------------------by marcmc
...So much for the authority of the believer.
-------------------------

I'm not arguing for a particular endtime belief but I would logically like to ask about the "authority of the believer."
The Apostles all had tongues of fire rest upon them, did miracles in the name of Jesus, Peter's shadow healed people a
nd yet every single one of them BUT John died a violent death. How do you explain the authority of those believers?
Nero literally burned to death Christians and left them burning to light Rome up after the fire. How do you explain the aut
hority of those believers?
How does one explain the authority of believers when Christian's were led to the coliseum for their deaths all to entertain
the citizens of Romans?
Where is the authority of the believer when Christians have been skinned alive and had to watch their children and loved
ones die unspeakable deaths before they were martyred?
I'm not upset and yelling, with tears in my eyes these are honest questions that I have.
Question 1. I believe they had authority but where was the authority of those believers when they suffered and were ma
rtyred?
Question 2. Why is our authority of the believer any different than theirs? Better question is, "Is ours any different?"
Question 3. Can anyone explain to me logically why those Christians were martyred and yet not one Christian (in Ameri
ca? because we all know outside America they are being martyred), why we in America will not die a violent death befor
e Christ returns.
Anyone care to explain?
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 9:57
Post-trib = not only will the following versus not be fulfilled, they would have to be wrong. I read the ministries not tribulati
on being God's method of equipping the body.
Ephesians 4:9(What does â€œhe ascendedâ€• mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regionsc ? 10
He who descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole universe.) 11So
Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip his people for work
s of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the
Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.14Then we will no longer be inf
ants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and c
raftiness of people in their deceitful scheming. 15Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every res
pect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by ev
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ery supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.
Marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 10:04
Post-trib = God the Father giving His Son's Bride a good beating to get her all fixed up for the wedding.
marcmc
Re: marcmc - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/9/5 10:29
RE : ///Post-trib = God the Father giving His Son's Bride a good beating to get her all fixed up for the wedding.///
My understanding is that most post-trib pre-mill. believe that the end times plagues that are poured out will be like those
in egypt and will not include the Christians.
As far as persecution from the enemy , As Lisa pointed out that is a simple reality through out all of history including mu
ch of the world today.
edit : clarity
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 10:33
Quote:
-------------------------by Lysa on 2016/9/5 9:43:50

Quote:
-------------------------by marcmc
...So much for the authority of the believer.
------------------------I'm not arguing for a particular endtime belief but I would logically like to ask about the "authority of the believer."
The Apostles all had tongues of fire rest upon them, did miracles in the name of Jesus, Peter's shadow healed people and yet every single one of the
m BUT John died a violent death. How do you explain the authority of those believers?
-------------------------

How do you explain that Jesus died? Jesus did many miracles yet allowed men to kill Him.
"As He is in this world, so are we". 1 John
The "authority of the believer" has nothing to do with fighting back with the arm of flesh against men. Now, there are a gr
oup of Christians that do believe they have been given authority to prepare the earth for the Lord's second coming and t
hat means getting involved politically and militarily. I think they are called "Dominionists". They think they have authority f
rom God to do these things.

Re: , on: 2016/9/5 11:24
Post-trib = No joy, no peace and no victory. Which is the clear impression I have witnessed in the lives and on the face o
f every person that I have met who propagates this false doctrine.
marcmc
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Re: , on: 2016/9/5 11:28
Post-trib= God using Satan the beast and the false prophet to accomplish......umm....whatever post-tribbers think the out
come will be.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 11:31
Post-trib = Confusing the culmination of the age where God allows the fruition of the rebellious treason of Adam to com
e to its inevitable outcome ( Man as god) and the martyrdom of the saints throughout history which is a very different thin
g.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 11:33
Post-trib = joyless Christians who expect and want God to be a cosmic bully to slap around the carnal Christians and pro
ve they were right all along.
marcmc
marcmc - posted by proudpapa, on: 2016/9/5 11:37
Perhaps instead of spamming little mocks pointed at post tribs..
It would be more beneficial to make a clear case using the Scriptures and perhaps find some writings in the first 1500
years of church history that supports your position of a pre-trib rapture
Re: marcmc, on: 2016/9/5 11:50
marcmc,
What is your view of God who has allowed absolutely heinous things to be done to His people for 2,000 years?
Do you think Paul was sadistic?
James 1:2
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;
Maybe, Peter?
1 Peter 1:7
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be fou
nd unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ:
Or, how about Jesus?
Revelation 6:10-11
And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on t
hem that dwell on the earth? And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they s
hould rest yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, sho
uld be fulfilled.
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Re: , on: 2016/9/5 12:18
Post-trib = Confusing the wrath and hatred of the world poured out against the people of God with.
rath of God's pure and righteous justice being poured out on the world.

The w

marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 12:27
I have always thought most post trib people agree with the scriptures that we "are not appointed unto wrath", but that do
es not protect you from the people (who the wrath of God is upon) who want to persecute you.
Never heard anyone preach the church would incur the wrath of God. Do you have some references to those teachings?

Re: , on: 2016/9/5 13:14
Post -trib = Confidently rejecting every end time prophecy in the church because if your wrong it won't matter.
Marc mc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 13:23
Post-trib = early church saints selling what they owned and giving it to the Apostles when they all should have been prep
aring for a time when they would not be able to buy or sell anything.
marcmc
Re: , on: 2016/9/5 13:26
Post-trib = A God who is unable to tell the church what the mark of the beast is when rejecting it is the only source of ete
rnal survival. When He declared the Holy Spirit would lead and guide into all truth.
marcmc
Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2016/9/5 16:28
Saints,
We believe this thread has run its course.
this thread is now locked.
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