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Testimony of a marriage restored... - posted by ccchhhrrriiisss (), on: 2016/11/8 1:26
Hello,

A friend of mine -- named Michael -- has been going through a very difficult time. He is a believer with a wonderful testim
ony who loves the Lord with all of his heart. He was a sub and Biology student-teacher when I still in school. I've shared 
his testimony a few times on SermonIndex over the last ten years or so. 

Michael came to the Lord in a remarkable way. As a biology major in college, he was a fraternity president whose nickna
me was "Animal" for his party animal antics. He would literally etch tally marks to keep track of the girls he had slept with
during college. He was also a biology lab instructor. While actively attempting to turn other students away from the conc
ept of faith, he dismissed any notion of ever turning to God.

Due to a whirlwind of circumstances, the Lord suddenly began to woo Michael's heart. In utter agony, he would cry out t
o God. However, he feared that he had gone too far and was beyond salvation. Why? 

One day, he opened up a Bible to the book of Hebrews chapter 6. He read the passages where it states, "For it is impos
sible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy G
host, and have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them 
again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame."

Michael interpreted this as a possibility that he had blasphemed the Holy Spirit. He became quite worried that he was no
w without hope. He couldn't eat. He couldn't sleep. He continued in this misery for about two weeks. Michael said that he
lost about 20 pounds in less than two weeks because of the stress and agony of his soul.

Out of desperation, Michael telephoned several ministries for counseling. Some of them, upon hearing that he had under
stood and accepted Christ as a child told him that he was already saved and simply needed to realize it. Another ministr
y warned him that if he had blasphemed the Holy Spirit -- there was NO hope. Yet he knew that his heart was still mired i
n dark sexual sin. 

After weeks of agonizing and crying out for his sins -- Michael had a vision. I don't remember if this was a "dream" or a "
vision" (whereas he was awake). 

Michael said that he saw himself standing at the bottom of a rugged hill. At the top of that hill was a man hanging on the 
cross. Michael said that this was not the picture he was used to of Jesus almost standing on a cross peg. This was a ma
n beaten beyond recognition -- literally hanging from nails. Jesus was covered in blood, bruises, and sweat. He was also
extremely swollen. But his eyes were open, and he was looking directly at Michael. 

Michael said that he had never felt so much anguish in his entire life. He looked at Jesus and was somehow able to see 
"into" him. Christ had a heart that was pure and clean -- as pure as the whitest snow. Then, Michael looked at himself. H
e could see inside of himself as well, and his heart was black. He said that it was dirty to the core; if it were cut down the
middle, it would have been black through and through. 

Michael said that the agony of the moment was only compounded by the fact that he was embarrassed. Yet Jesus conti
nued to look at him with the purest stare one could imagine -- piercing right into Michael. At this moment, Michael felt mo
re helpless and hopeless than he had ever felt in his entire life. The agony of that moment was more excruciating than e
ver! He looked up at the Lord, like a little boy who was totally crushed on the inside.

Then the Lord said to him, "Michael, will you trade with me?" 

At this point, Michael reached into his chest and pulled out that heart that was black with sin. He then pulled out the pure
and clean heart from the Lord. Michael placed his heart into Jesus, and Jesus died. Michael then placed the Lord's clean
heart into his own chest. 
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That was the end of his vision. 

He began to serve the Lord immediately. Michael immediately began seeking the Lord wholeheartedly. I used to joke tha
t he had hair, voice and holy angst like Keith Green.  Within a short period of time, Michael proposed to the mother of his
daughter. She had previously had an abortion (at his request) before he urged her not to abort their second child. He felt
that this was the right thing to do and she had already prayed with him and began joining him in church. A year or two lat
er, they had another daughter. Then another. Then another.

Michael went from being a high school teacher to working in the oil industry. This was a well-paying job, but it came at a 
great cost in terms of his family. He had to travel quite a bit. Still, he was a great father to his girls. 

A couple of years ago, new energy policies caused the oil industry to crash. Many workers lost their jobs -- including Mic
hael.  This put even more strain on his marriage.  Eventually, Michael's wife filed for divorce.

I knew that this was difficult for Michael. He silently anguished over the hurt but he remained faithful to the Lord.  He fou
nd work doing odd jobs and working on a boat.  He spent as much time with his daughters as he could.  He would even 
eat lunch with them at their schools.

Even through the separation and divorce proceedings, Michael remained close to his in-laws. He loved them dearly and 
would spend time with them and pray with them whenever he could.  Still, his wife just really wanted little to do with him. 

The weeks after she filed for divorce and the subsequent proceedings turned into months and even into a year and a hal
f. I knew that Mike was still hurting. He is an open and honest person and often wears his heart on his sleeve. I would pr
ay for him. Unfortunately, over time, our prayers for people in situations like that tend to turn from prayers of reconciliatio
n and restoration to accepting the circumstances with as much grace and strength that God can give. 

Then something happened.

At the end of September, his wife posted something on Facebook. We aren't friends, but she had "tagged" him so it app
eared on my Facebook news feed.

In a very long post, Michael's ex-wife posted about Michael. She praised him as a good father and a very faithful and tru
e Christian. She admitted that she had not really known Jesus. She apologized -- publicly -- for having written bad things
about Michael before, during and after the divorce. She said that his prayers and sharing of God's Word made her angry
and that he was "dictating" over her and trying to keep her from being "happy." Now, she said that the Holy Spirit had su
ddenly grabbed hold of her heart. She realized that she had not really known the Lord. In her agony, she said that she cr
ied out to God for help. 

She said that the Holy Spirit came to her and opened her eyes. She was being convicted of sin and seeking to please th
e Lord. She was writing the post to repent publicly and to "set the record straight" since she had spent so much time pub
licly belittling her husband. She publicly apologized for being selfish and for the pain that she caused him. She pointed o
ut that her husband had been attacked but was only guilty for seeking Jesus, speaking the truth and wanting his family "t
o follow and know Jesus." 

After reading her post, I was overcome with joy! It was amazing to me because I knew Michael's wife.  She is a highly int
elligent and educated woman but also "sensibly proud" (if that makes sense).  I didn't see this coming!  In fact, it was so
mewhat outside of something that I thought would actually happen!

Michael and his wife are back together. I noticed that they changed their relationship status back to "married" a couple of
weeks ago.  I chatted with him over Facebook Messenger and he shared the full testimony with me -- and mentioned ho
w diligently his wife is seeking the Lord.  He pointed out that she truly gave her heart to Jesus and is sharing this with he
r family, friends, coworkers and others.  

So, let me encourage you:

If you're going through similar circumstances, God is able to reach individuals who just seem (to our earthly eyes) "beyo
nd the grasp." After all, there is NO ONE who is beyond God's grasp! Please continue to pray in your situation and circu
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mstance!

In addition, please remember this woman in prayer too. She is a new believer and it is wonderful to see her love for the 
Lord oozing from her words.

Re: Testimony of a marriage restored... - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/11/8 5:02
Just beautiful Christopher, thank you!!

All praise to You, Lord Jesus! 

Re: Testimony of a marriage restored... - posted by Theophila (), on: 2016/11/8 12:36
Our God is wonderful, isn't He?! 
Wow...that's the best news I've heard today. 
Thank you for sharing, brother. 
This is share-worthy stuff! 

And may the Lord continue to keep them both as the apple of His eye. Amen. 

Re:  - posted by dfella (), on: 2016/11/8 12:51
Christopher,

Thank you for sharing this wonderful testimony of reconciliation. My wife and I were also restored after seven years of di
vorce.

Our God is a God of restoration and reconciliation and I never get tired of testimonies like this.

Praise the Lord!

Re:  - posted by StirItUp (), on: 2016/11/8 12:55
Thank God brother David.

How great is His love that it can change hard hearts to hearts of flesh, wipe away the sins of the past, heal hurts and giv
e us a future and a hope!

Re:  - posted by dfella (), on: 2016/11/8 15:59
Amen William! Many of the testimonies that I have heard regarding marriages being restored have come about through 
personal visitation and conviction from the Lord Himself.

The down side is that many of the pastors and shepherds provide to many loop holes for people not to pursue healing, f
orgiveness, repentance, and reconciliation for broken marriages. A very sad state of affairs indeed.

Testimonies like this are nothing short of miraculous, if people are only willing to seek His will and not their own.

If we would only learn to fulfill the two great commandments there would never be such a thing called divorce.

This mans unconditional love for God and his wife brought about a true brokenness and contriteness in her which led he
r to Gods precious gift of repentance.

Praise His Holy Name!
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