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But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. â€“ Matthew 6:15

Lesson of Forgiveness

Sometimes the lesson of forgiveness can only be obtained through being the recipient of someone not being willing to fo
rgive you. If we have been hurt in our past by someone we can be those who will not forgive others who hurt us.

When we do not release others we end up not releasing ourselves. Even physical ailments can be a result of this pent u
p hurt and unforgiveness that manifests itself in bitterness, envy, resentment and even anger. For a Christian to hold ont
o any grudge or anger towards someone in the body of Christ affects not just themselves but others are defiled by their s
in. It is not only a sin to not forgive but as we do this we enter into the strategy of satan because the demonic world is a 
world of unforgiveness. Not offering forgiveness is to not offer the love of Christ to another believer.

We have received unmerited grace and forgiveness but then we say to someone â€œI will not forgive you,â€• we are do
ing what is opposite than Christ. When we do not forgive we show that we do not love Jesus because if we love him we 
will obey his commands. And his command is to forgive all.

Jesus Suffered On the Cross

Jesus on the cross suffered for your sins and he forgave you, he offered you this forgiveness and when we accept it, we 
become Christians. Jesus the Son of God on the cross was mocked, ridiculed and given a sponge with vinegar that som
e argue was used for cleaning in the washroom of Romans. If anyone had the right to be unforgiving, vengeful, angry an
d seek justice it would have been Jesus. But what is the reaction, he says â€œForgive them.â€•

He says to God the Father please do not hold these things against those who have hurt me so much. Please not only th
at please put their punishment on me so that they can be set free. We can share in the heart of Jesus that through our p
ains and hurts we can be able to help set others free through bearing the hurt with the love of Jesus Christ. Does this ex
cuse sin? No, but it does allow healing and help for those who sin and we become more like the character of God towar
ds others. In the light of sins against Jesus Christ, the sins others do to us are very little.

The teaching of Jesus even goes further that if we do not release and forgive others, God will not forgive our sins or hold
some of them against us. Lord, help me to forgive and fully release others as we all stand by your grace. Amen.
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