Devotional Thoughts :: Cling to Jesus (by Dustin Horstmann)

Cling to Jesus (by Dustin Horstmann) - posted by yuehan, on: 2017/10/1 7:51
(devotional from Dustin Horstmann)
I want to say something like Charles Spurgeon would tonight:
Don't cling to your faith or repentance. Cling to Jesus.
Don't clothe yourself in your faith or repentance. Clothe yourself with Jesus.
Don't stand on your faith or repentance. Stand on Jesus (who alone is a Rock).
Don't lift up your faith or repentance. Lift up Jesus.
Faith and repentance aren't saviors. You can't lean on them.
Only Jesus is worthy of our trust and hope.
Isn't it amazing that we can lean on Him? Let's clear away everything keeping us from coming to Him as a child.

Re: Cling to Jesus (by Dustin Horstmann) - posted by JFW (), on: 2017/10/1 8:24
Brother Yuehan,
I have a couple of questions for you regarding your postI know it sounds good but is it...?
How can one know that the â€œJesusâ€• to which one clings is in fact the Jesus of the Bible without including the very t
hings that Dustin suggests we not also cling to, as they are biblically inseparable?
How do we know that â€œour Jesusâ€• isnâ€™t â€œanother Jesusâ€• of our own making and in fact not the one reveal
ed in scripture ?

Re: - posted by yuehan, on: 2017/10/1 9:39
I believe the essence of what Dustin wanted to convey was that - we should not be focusing on the degree of our faith or
our repentance. Rather we should be focusing on the Lord Jesus Christ.
There are times in Scripture where Jesus commends someone for their great faith in Him (Matt 8, Matt 15). Notice that w
hat these people did were simply to focus on Jesus and trusting Him - rather than focusing on themselves, trying to work
up faith or struggling to believe.
So what we need to do, to emulate these examples given to us in Scripture, is to look to Christ. This act of gazing at Him
*is* faith - it is repentance, and it is the "work" that God wants us to do (John 6:29).
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Re: - posted by yuehan, on: 2017/10/1 10:29
"Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them, and said, â€œAssuredly, I say to you, unless you ar
e converted and become as little children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore whoever humbl
es himself as this little child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven." (Matt 18:2-4)

Re: - posted by yuehan, on: 2017/10/1 10:53
This must have been the original Spurgeon quote that Dustin had in mind when he penned that devotional:
It is ever the Holy Spirit's work to turn our eyes away from self to Jesus; but Satan's work is just the opposite of this, for
he is constantly trying to make us regard ourselves instead of Christ. He insinuates, "Your sins are too great for pardon;
you have no faith; you do not repent enough; you will never be able to continue to the end; you have not the joy of his ch
ildren; you have such a wavering hold of Jesus." All these are thoughts about self, and we shall never find comfort or as
surance by looking within. But the Holy Spirit turns our eyes entirely away from self: he tells us that we are nothing, but t
hat "Christ is all in all." Remember, therefore, it is not thy hold of Christ that saves thee-it is Christ; it is not thy joy in Chri
st that saves thee-it is Christ; it is not even faith in Christ, though that be the instrument-it is Christ's blood and merits; th
erefore, look not so much to thy hand with which thou art grasping Christ, as to Christ; look not to thy hope, but to Jesus,
the source of thy hope; look not to thy faith, but to Jesus, the author and finisher of thy faith. We shall never find happine
ss by looking at our prayers, our doings, or our feelings; it is what Jesus is, not what we are, that gives rest to the soul. If
we would at once overcome Satan and have peace with God, it must be by "looking unto Jesus." Keep thine eye simply
on him; let his death, his sufferings, his merits, his glories, his intercession, be fresh upon thy mind; when thou wakest in
the morning look to him; when thou liest down at night look to him. Oh! let not thy hopes or fears come between thee an
d Jesus; follow hard after him, and he will never fail thee.
"My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness:
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus' name."

Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2017/10/1 11:02
Thanks for responding brother,
Itâ€™s interesting you cited this passage of scripture... â€œTherefore whoever humbles himself as this little child is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven."
Something Iâ€™ve noticed over and over in scripture are these â€œthereforeâ€™sâ€•.... these are mostly calls to actio
n, wether spiritually or physically. Now just to be clear, Iâ€™m not advocating trusting in our â€œworksâ€•, tho I am hop
ing to challenge the doctrines that diminish our participation, to the point of lil to no consequence by overemphasizing on
e truth at the expense of another. Often when we do this we will encapsulate an idea with a short tag line that is easily re
membered and or repeated. Sometimes that tendency actually results in our misdefining of a term, taking a more secula
r definition over the biblical one.
Grace is an easy one to illustrate this,...
in the secular world, grace is unmerited favorIn the Bible itâ€™s, Gods divine influence upon the heart and its affects being observedNote that just with the term grace, that there are at least 3 scriptures that clearly say that â€œGod resists the proud and
gives grace to the humbleâ€•... at least two of these passages are immediately followed by exhortations to â€œhumble
ourselvesâ€•... now in light of this is it actually true that grace is entirely unmerited? How could one say such when the s
criptures clearly exhort us to position ourselves to receive the grace of God?
But if grace is always unmerited then why are we exhorted to act in order to receive it?
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Thanks again for your patience with me:)
Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2017/10/1 11:29
Yes I agree that the passage from Spurgeon you provided is most likely the source of Dustinâ€™s thoughts... and that is
precisely the pointI love Spurgeon and am a student of his as I am of Finney and Wesley, etc...
However when the man I admire is in conflict with scripture then I hope to always defer to scriptural authority over mans
, no matter how eloquent their speech. As itâ€™s often thru the subtly of words we are deceived and thereby led astray.
Point in case; In the above passage Spurgeon exhorts the reader to not grasp, or cling to ones hope tho this, I submit, is
in direct conflict with the scriptures... Hebrews 10:23 comes to mind- which says to in fact do just that thing... â€œhold fa
st to OUR HOPEâ€• then explaining why states that Jesus Himself is faithful to fulfill His promises to us.
I understand that this may be a small thing for you tho I sincerely encourage you to consider this matter and prayerfully t
ake to before the Lord.
Sometimes men, well meaning and godly men, get it wrong and thatâ€™s why Jesus made a point that few should be t
eachers as the judgement will be stricter on these due to the influence they wield and the devastating effects their errors
have on those whom they teach...
Dear brother I do hope you know my heart is not to contend â€œwith youâ€• rather â€œfor the faithâ€• :)
,
Re: - posted by yuehan, on: 2017/10/1 13:46
Hi Fletcher,

1. But what is humility? Isn't humility acknowledging that we cannot save ourselves, and thus we turn to Jesus in faith to
save us?
So the act of turning to Jesus in faith (i.e. repentance), acknowledging our dependence on Him - that's what I believe bib
lical humility is about.

2. That "grace" is the "unmerited, undeserving favour of God" can be seen in the following verses:
- Ephesians 2:8-9: "For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 no
t of works, lest anyone should boast."
- Romans 11:6: "And if by grace, then it is no longer of works; otherwise grace is no longer grace. But if it is of works, it i
s no longer grace; otherwise work is no longer work."
We see a tight contrast here - Paul says that we effectively have only two options: we can either choose "works" or "faith
" / "grace". You can't choose both! And there is no third option either. Why?
It's because we are either trusting in our own works, or we are trusting in Jesus' finished work on the cross. So whose w
ork are we trusting? Where is our trust?
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Re: - posted by JFW (), on: 2017/10/1 19:01
Brother Yeuhan,
Thank you again for your patience:)
As we all know, our â€œtrustâ€• is in Jesus alone.
And I donâ€™t mean to suggest otherwise, having said that we do have a role and if we truly trust in Jesus we will partic
ipate. By participate, I mean we obey His word not the words of man, no matter how well intentioned, when they are in c
onflict with the word of God as recorded in scripture and scripture clearly and repeatedly states God resists the proud bu
t gives grace to the humble, if grace were truly unmerited then those passages would be a misrepresentation of the truth
... While we cannot earn grace, and so in that since it is unmerited, we can however and are exhorted to position ourselv
es to receive the grace, the divine influences of God upon our hearts so that we can be saved. That â€œpositioningâ€• i
s humbling ourselves under the mighty hand of God.
Repentance is simply turning from serving self to serving God, tho even after we repent and desire to obey the clear co
mmands we find (Romans 7) we cannot, as we lack the power to both act in accordance with His word as well as resist
sin consistently. This is precisely where the grace of God that brings salvation, the same grace we are exhorted to â€œg
row inâ€• comes in to enable us to obey and thereby be saved (Hebrews 5:9). We become partakers of said grace by fai
th because sometimes we canâ€™t see far off and are overwhelmed by our circumstances, we see dimly as it were, whi
ch is why faith is defined biblically as â€œthe substance of that which is not seenâ€•.
So perhaps Iâ€™m misunderstanding Dustin and by extension Spurgeon, however it seems to me there is a position w
hich places faith in grace, rather than the God who gives it,... and if that be the case dear brother as it is often with the â
€œgrace messageâ€• then it is a subtle, tho nonetheless grave error which often leads one to wrongfully assume that ju
stification equals salvation. In doing so those whom succumb to such doctrine tend to codify repentance and by extensio
n turn the grace of God unto a license of licentiousness among several other misguided renderings.
I hope this serves to clarify my concerns with the writing you posted and again the issue I take is not with you or any ma
n, rather with what I perceive to be an error.
Blessings to you brother Yeuhan:)
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