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About 8,000 official and unofficial churches, as well as 100 mosques, have been closed in Rwanda for failing to comply
with health, safety, and noise regulations. This includes 4 in 10 congregations belonging to a nationwide association of 3
,300 Pentecostal churches.
And authorities indicate such shutting down of houses of worship in the East African nation will continue until congregati
ons meet the strict requirements of a new law adopted by Rwandaâ€™s parliament on July 27.
The latest requirement: Pastors must now have a degree in theological education from an accredited school. The law als
o prohibits church leaders from urging their followers to fast for lengthy periodsâ€”like Jesusâ€™ 40 days in the wilderne
ssâ€”in order to better secure Godâ€™s blessing; authorities claim this is a form of starvation.
Many churchgoers look at the new law as a form of harassment and restriction on freedom of worship. But many also fe
ar to speak out, saying itâ€™s a directive from the government and Christians should not oppose authorities.
The law also requires churches and â€œprayer housesâ€•â€”unofficial places where Christians gather to pray and wors
hipâ€”to explain their sources of funding, while donations received must be kept on a known bank account.
Lawmakers even debated imposing limits on how much churchgoers could tithe to their church, given the numerous com
plaints about pastors who collect money from impoverished worshipers while living luxurious lives. The Council of Protes
tant Churches in Rwanda even â€œdeclared warâ€• on such â€œbad pastorsâ€• last year.
Robert Kayitare, a businessman who attends St. Peterâ€™s Anglican church in Kigaliâ€™s Remera neighborhood, beli
eves the law by the government will sort out such pastors. â€œThe source of the money must be known and how the m
oney collected from churchgoers spent should be known,â€• he told CT.
read more: https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2018/august/rwanda-churches-closed-fasting-restricted-rgb-religion-l
aw.html
Re: Rwanda Restricts Fasting as 8,000 Churches Closed - posted by Lysa (), on: 2018/8/7 19:28
I'm against any form of government interference and since I don't live in Rwanda, maybe Rwanda needs some form of it.

Quote:
-------------------------The law also prohibits church leaders from urging their followers to fast for lengthy periodsâ€”like Jesusâ€™ 40 days in the wilderne
ss â€” in order to better secure Godâ€™s blessing; authorities claim this is a form of starvation.
-------------------------

This shows how far American doctrines have gone over there, "In order to secure God's blessings" is no reason to fast a
t all.
I do believe America should follow this ruling, "explain their sources of funding, while donations received must be kept o
n a known bank account."
Out of control prosperity preachers love Africa, so maybe this law will rein in the majority of them. I bet most of them av
oid Rwanda after this!! :)
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Re: - posted by sermonindex (), on: 2018/8/7 19:29
In a way this might be God allowing this law to stop these false prosperity gospels from spreading further.
Maybe America needs such enforcement as its the source of all these doctrines. May God purify His Church by any mea
ns.
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