
General Topics :: Mission trip

Mission trip - posted by denem7 (), on: 2005/7/2 15:06
what would you guys recommend to someone who has never been on a mission trip, yet is interested in going? i'd be es
pecially interested in going on a mission trip to my own lost country- the USA (but ,of course, i'd go ANYWHERE God wa
nts.)

i know how to teach God's word, encourage, help, and pray......but i don't know how to dig wells and build houses.

also, i'm not interested in "adventure", but instead in serving God. (it seems that many of the mission websites center on 
"adventure" and sightseeing.)

thanks- dennis

Re: Mission trip - posted by jeremyhulsey (), on: 2005/7/2 21:00
Hi Dennis,

Bro, this may sound mundane, but let your mission field start in your own back yard. Who knows where you'll end up or 
where the Lord will send you. Many great missionaries started this way.

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2005/7/2 22:58
Interesting note:  My pastor has been on a missions trip to Ecuador, and says he will never go back.  He said that the Ec
uadorians are preying on short-term missions as a form of tourism to help boost their economy.  When one of our dollars
is worth about 20+ of theirs, they love the idea of us visiting.  

Re: "kingjimmy" and original poster, on: 2005/7/4 8:15
Brother, 
 I dont' find your note interesting at all. To lump any one people and say that they are this way or that is not love, in my h
umble opinion. You slam beautiful and wonderful missionaries and ministries. You slam many wonderful christians who 
desperately need encouragement and edification. If you have not been there for yourself, it would have been better that 
you say nothing at all. 

God is not limited by man's greed. While it is true that in many countries that have so precious little in material wealth ca
n be greedy, there you will also find faith that cannot be witnessed in this country. 

To the original poster, only God can call someone to missions. However, I do believe that every christian is called, at lea
st to a short term trip somewhere. You just have to find out where. But God gives you grace there that you simply cannot
get elsewhere. He manifests His presence in your heart, like you have never felt before. You will come home changed fo
r the better, and never regret your experience.

I have some friends in Southern Mexico that I intend to visit next April. They are Grant and Jennifer Haynes. You can fin
d their web page at www.globalfrontiermissions.com. I do believe they are making a difference for the kingdom of God in
their ministry. You would be blessed to visit and minister with them. I'm certain they would blessed and feel honored  to 
have you.

in the wonder of His love,

Lahry
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Re: Mission trip, on: 2005/7/4 10:03
Hi denem7,

I'm encouraged by Lahry's response, to post this website to you, which I came across fairly recently.  
(http://voiceinthedesert.netfirms.com/keith/archives/2004/10/a_missionary_bl.html) http://voiceinthedesert.netfirms.com/k
eith/archives/2004/10/a_missionary_bl.html  There is a page there which gives a biog and traces his own journey toward
s being a full time missionary.

I was interested because I lived in West Africa as a child on mission stations and I know how much there is to do and of 
many ways to minister to the people.  If you can afford to take yourself somewhere, then the best thing to start to do, is p
ray for direction from the Lord.  He will narrow down your options to a country or a type of work or a people or a mission
ary (organisation).  

While there is always something local (eg in the US) to which you could attach yourself, it is also useful to engage with a
different cultural group, as it helps you to separate the essentials of faith, from the non-essentials attached by western c
ulture, which has such an embedded history of Christianity pervading it.

Re: Mission trip - posted by PTywama3 (), on: 2005/7/4 10:39
denem7,

There are many short-terms missions fields.  Just about every church in the Pacific Northwest it seems travels to Mexico
every four or five years for two weeks.  But one thing I have heard almost continuously about short-terms outreach missi
ons is that it is not about the missions field but the missionaries.  I must confess my own experiences play into this gener
al stereotype to a degree.

Second, if it is possible, find a way to work with established missionaries.  They can reach in and show you what it is like
to be there if you let them.

I don't exactly hate to be a recruiter, so if you're interested, Youth With a Mission is a large non-denominational organiza
tion.  They run two introductory programs, Crossroads for the 30+/families with young kids/retiring folks spread and Disci
pleship Training Schools for the out of highschool to 25ish crowd.  The DTS I was in actually didn't pay much attention to
that, 'cause we had young families and several middle-aged persons.

The other thing about YWAM - they lead rather fluently into long-term missions work.  But they also require a decent chu
nk of time (6 months minimum).

www.ywam.org
www.ywamportorchard.com

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2005/7/4 11:37
Lahry,

Please do not misunderstand me, I'm not speaking out against all such churches in such countries as Ecuador, I did not 
intend it as a slam, just more along the lines of a, beware what you get into sort of deal.  For that matter, I have helped s
upport an independent missionary in this very same country financially and spiritually.  Even though I did not favor all the
doctrine's he taught (as sometimes he directly taught against even what I believe as a pentecostal), I still believed in the 
work he and the team/network of other missionaries were doing.  They saw much fruit in their ministry, helping start prob
ably over a half dozen churches within a couple years.

However, one does have to beware.  I say if anybody is going to do missions, do missions.  I've known mission trips that
were more along the lines of vacations than about spreading the gospel.  Not that there is anything wrong with taking in t
he sites and enjoying the cultures, but if one should go there, they should go to a country, they should seek to make it a
bout building up the church and winning souls.  

By the way, my pastor is also on a denominational missions board, and has been doing this stuff for a while, and has not
iced these very things and more.  
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God bless

Jimmy

Re: King Jimmy-reply, on: 2005/7/4 15:00
Jimmy,
 When you say you are "never going back" because of the actions of a few, how is one supposed to take that? It is judgi
ng all by a few. This is very unkind and not Christlike at all the way I see it. I tried to read your response with empathy, b
ut found myself right back where I started. I mean you no offense, I just think that kind of action and profession is most u
nfortunate.

with a mind for missions,

Lahry

To answer your question - posted by dohzman (), on: 2005/7/4 23:58
I read through only some of the posts so if I repeat what has been written please forgive me. I would ask my local pastor
if there's a para-ministry(I hate to use that term but will anyway) in operation in your local area, a street outreach or food 
and clothing ministry, or prehaps a ministry to the poor in an evangelistic outreach. If he doesn't know of any I'd contact 
some of the local churches and inquire. If that gains you no results let me know, be sure to give me your area and I'll get
you a contact ministry you can plug into. I might also suggest looking into some of the street witnessing teams and if you
're a worker you might want to try doing short term missions to the American Indians. There's several really good ministri
es out there but that work needs a special season of prayer before you enter it. Any labor for Jesus needs prayer but so
me more than others due to the nature of the spiritual warfare you'll experience. There is a diverse group of individuals h
ere who do street evangelism, of all differnt sorts you might also consider. Be sure of this, "blessed are those who hunge
r and thirst AFTER righteousness, they shall be filled". God Bless you and lead you into a plain path that'll meet your he
arts cry to serve Jesus. In Christ Bro. Daryl

Re: Mission trip, on: 2005/7/5 7:50
denem,
 Check this site out too. www.biggrace.com. This is a friend of mine in New Orleans who is absolutely wild about evange
lism. I think you'll catch fire from him. If you are not anywhere near New Orleans, contact him anyway. He is wonderful. 
Tell him I sent you there. Troy Bohn runs hard after souls. Keep me posted if you would please. Hugs in Christ Jesus.

In Him,

Lahry

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2005/7/5 12:50
Just some more thoughts on missions... 

I often wonder about people who take short term mission trips half way across the world yet never bother telling any of t
heir friends, family, and coworkers about Christ.  I've found a lot of people who are just dying to go across the world aren
't dying to go across the street.  I'm not against foreign missions, but, who ever said in order to be a missionary one had 
to go to a foreign country to do so?  It would be great if such an effort was put into practice here in the states.

The average week-long missions trip to another country probably averages $1500-2000 to go on, not to mention the loss
of revenue to take a little over a week off from work.  Imagine if we put this kind of cash and time into evangelism in our 
area for a week? Yet it seems many are not even willing to consider such a crazy idea.  The idea of short-term missions 
is pretty exciting to many, whereas sharing Jesus with your neighbor or coworker is terrifying to most.  

The idea of a short-term missions trip is usually pretty exciting and gives a great "high" to those who go on them and co
me back.  I wonder about our brother and sisters though who labor for the rest of their lives in a specific area if they cons
tantly feel a great buzz for such a calling.  One missionary I know is excited about his calling, but I'd say he is hardly on t
he "high" so many come back with.  I think some of the excitment is not a spiritual as we might think.  

I'm all gung-ho about missions.  I believe God has placed it in my heart to one day enter into the missions field.  Howeve
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r, I'm also gung-ho about local evangelism.  I think we need more balance in the Church in regard to this.  When was the
last time we got a high out of telling our neighbor or coworker about Jesus?  

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2005/7/5 13:03
Lahry,

Quote:
-------------------------
When you say you are "never going back" because of the actions of a few, how is one supposed to take that? It is judging all by a few. This is very unk
ind and not Christlike at all the way I see it. I tried to read your response with empathy, but found myself right back where I started. I mean you no offe
nse, I just think that kind of action and profession is most unfortunate.

-------------------------

Read closer please.  I never said I was never going back... I've never been there to begin with.  I said my pastor said he 
was never going back to this particular country.  I might go there one day should the Lord call me.  However, my pastor 
has shaken the dust off his feet in regard to that country, where the people he came in contact with were much more inte
rested about his money than the gospel and reaching the lost.  Who knows, my pastor still may go there again one day.  
But God has placed another country, Uruguay, on his heart.  

I don't see this as unkind and non-Christlike.  If I were to go on a street corner and start preaching, and a nearby hot-dog
vendors all flocked to me trying to sell me their hot-dogs the entire time I preached, I would go to another street corner.  

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2005/7/5 13:41
Interesting article at Christianity Today on short-term mission trips.. http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2005/127/22.0.ht
ml

Re:, on: 2005/7/6 7:34
Jimmy,
 I did not refer to you about "never going back". I referred to you posting that from your pastor. As I said, to lump all peop
le into one category for the actions of a few is most unkind. I can tell you and your pastor for a certainty that it will not be 
any different in Uraquay or any where else for that matter, including the good old USA. But we do not forsake those who 
are good soil just because there are also those who live among the thorns.

In Him,

Lahry

Re: - posted by KingJimmy (), on: 2005/7/6 15:47

Quote:
-------------------------
I can tell you and your pastor for a certainty that it will not be any different in Uraquay or any where else for that matter, including the good old USA. Bu
t we do not forsake those who are good soil just because there are also those who live among the thorns.

-------------------------

But it is different in Uruguay.  He's been going there for several years now taking a group of people with him.  They are n
ot seeking to make a tourist industry out of him.  Instead they just graciously accept the support he brings to the local ch
urches they help financially and spiritual.  The tourist treatment he was getting in this country by the local church actually
was hindering him and his team from doing the work they purposed to do when they came down there.  So, he's decided
not to labor among them again.  I don't blame him at all.  Perhaps he'd go back if another avenue opened to go down th
ere, but since he's found very fruitful labor in Uruguay, I doubt he has plans on returning anytime soon.
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